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that were raised by Lord Baltimore to the juris-
diction over the lower counties of the province,
and did not assume the governorship till 1738.
The territorial dispute with Maryland was pro-
visionally arranged by each governor’s assuming
jurisdiction over the people from his own province
who were settled in the debatable district until the
boundary-line should be drawn. At first he was
unpopular in consequence of his arbitrary admin-
istration, especially when he attempted to use his
authority to organize the militia at the beginning
of the Spanish war, although the legislature had
refused to vote supplies for the purpose. He
roused the intense opposition of the Quakers by
refusing to sign bills, but afterward he adopted a
conciliatory policy, and in the end became very
popular, and his resignation of the office in 1747 was
received with general regret. From 1752 till 1766
he was captain-general and governor-in-chief of
the Leeward and Caribbee islands. He was cre-
ated a baronet, 6 Sept., 1766.

THOMAS, George Henry, soldier, b. in South-
ampton county, Va., 31 July, 1816; d. in San I'ran-
cisco, Cal., 28 March, 1870. [le was descended,

on his father's side, from Welsh ancestry, and, on
" his mother’s, from a French Huguenot family.
Not much is known of his youth. He was early
distinguished for the thoroughness with which
he mastered everything he undertook. His home
life was pleasant and genial, and he was carefnlly
educated in the best schools and academies of the
region. At the age of nineteen he began the study
of law, but the next year he received an appoint-
ment as cadet at the U. 8. military academy. At
the academy he rose steadily in rank, from 26th
at the end of the first year to 12th at graduation.
He was nicknamned, after the fashion of the place,
“George Washington,” from a fancied resemblance
in appearance and character to the great patriot.
He was graduated and commissioned 2d lieu-
tenant in the 3d artillery, 1 July, 1840, and en-
tered npon duty at New York, but was soon sent
to Florida to take part in the Indian war, where,
in 1841, he gained a brevet for gallantry. After a
short stay at various posts on the south Atlantic
coast, he was, in the autumn of 1845 sent to
Texas. When the Mexican war began, he accom-

panied the column under Gen. Zachary Taylor,
distinguishing himself at Monterey, wlhere he was
brevetted captain, and at Buena Vista, 22 and 23
Feb., 1847, bore a more decisive part. The success
of that battle was largely due to the artillery.
“ Without it,” says Gen. John E. Wool in his re-
port, “we would not have maintained onr position
a single hour.” Capt. Thomas W. Sherman said :
“ Lieut. Thomas more than sustained the reputation
he has long enjoyed as an accurate and scientific
artillerist.” He was again brevetted for gallantry,
thus carning three brevets in a little more than six
years after entering the service. The citizens of
1is native county in the following July presented
him withea superb sword. He remained on duty in
Mexico and Texas till 1849, and was again sent to
Florida. In 1851 he was detailed as instructor of
artillery and cavalry at the military academy, where
he remained until 1 May, 1854, Soon afterward
two cavalry regiments were added to the army,
and of one of them, the 2d, brevet Maj. Thomas
was, on 12 May, 1855, appointed junior major. In
the composition of this new regiment unusual
care was taken in the selection of officers. Jeffer-
son Davis was secretary of war, and the choice was
dictated not merely by ability but also by locality.
Of the fifty-one officers that served in it prior to
the beginning of the eivil war, thirty-one were
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from the south, and of these twenty-four entered
the Confederate service, twelve of whom became
general officers, . Among these were Albert Sid-
ney Johnston, Robert E. Lee, William J. Hardee,
Earl Van Dorn, I. Kirby Smith, John B. Iood,
and Fitzhugh Lee. ;
In the seclusion of garrison life in Texas during
the exciting period from 1855 to 1861, Major
Thomas watched with increasing apprehension the
gradual approach of the inevitable conflict. In

affection for and pride in his native state he was a

Virginian of the Virginians; but he never for a
moment doubted where his duty lay. Early in
November, 1860, he left Texas on a long leave of ab-
sence. Before its expiration he was ordered, 11
April, 1861, to take charge of his regiment, which
had been treacherously surrendered in Texas, and
was now arriving in New York. Te obeyed the or-
der with alacrity and conducted the regiment to
Carlisle, Pa., barracks. On his way there, hie heard
of the assault on Fort Sumter, and on reaching the
place he renewed his oath of allegiance to the
United States. On the 17th the Virginia conven-
tion adopted the ordinance of secession, and Robert
I. Lee, colonel of his regiment, tendered his resig-
nation on the 20th, Hardee, Van Dorn, Kirby
Smith, and Hood had already resigned. Thomas,
uninoved, continued with ardor the preparations
necessary to sustain the cause of his country. At
the head of a brigade he soon crossed the Potomac
into Virginia, where, on 2 July, he met and put to
flight an insnrgent militia force of his own state,
under command of Col. Thomas J. Jackson, drawn
up to resist his movements. From that day till
the end of the war hedid not have or seek a single
hour’s respite from exacting labors in the field.
He led the advance of Patterson’s column to-
ward Winchester prior to the battle of Bull Run,
and at the close of that campaign he was appointed,
17 Aug., 1861, brigadier-general of volunteers, and
assigned to duty in the Department of the Cum-
berland, which included Kentucky and Tennessee,
He found the whole of Kentucky in a turmoil,
when, on 10 Sept., he entered upon his work at
Camp Dick Robinson, 100 miles south of Cincin-
nati. The Confederate army had occupied Colum-
bus in spite of the formal protest of legislature
and goveruor, and Thomas was menaced with per-
sonal violence. The camp was swarming with un-
organized Kentucky regiments and crowds of
refugees {rom east Tennessee, eager to be armed
and led back to drive the enemy from their homes.
For the first few months Gen. Thomas was fully
occupied in instructing the raw recrnits. It re-
quired infinite patience to work over these inde-
pendent backwoodsmen into any semblance to
soldiers. Little by little the task was accomplished,
and the troops so organized became the first bri-
gade of the Army of the Cumberland.

Gen. Robert Anderson was soon relieved from
duty on account of failing health, and, after a
short interregnum, Gen. Don Carlos Buell was
placed in command of the department. Under
his orders, Gen. Thomas continued his preparations
for a movement in east Tennessee. Early in
January, 1862, he placed the head of his column
at Somerset, fifty miles sonth of Camp Dick Rob-
inson, and on the night of the 18th encamped at
Logan’s Cross-Roads, ten miles from the encmy’s
position, with seven regiments of infantry, one
squadron of cavalry, and two batteries. At early
dawn the next morning he was attacked by a force
consisting of nine regiments of infantry, two squad-
rons and two companies of cavalry, and two bat-
teries. After a stout resistance Gen. Thomas suc-
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ceeded in placing onc of his regiments on the flank
of the enemy’s line, when a charge was ordered,
and the whole Confederate force was driven in con-
fusion {rom
the field, with
the loss of its
leader, Gen.
Felix K. Zol-
licoffer. Pur-
suit was con-
tinued  till
dark, when
the enemy’s
works were
reached. Dur-
ing the night

that follow-
ed, most of
the Confed-

erate army escaped across the river, leaving guns,
small-arms, and other spoils. This contest. which
is known as the battle of Mill Springs, was the first
real victory for the National cause since the dis-
aster at Bull Run, six months before. The loss
was 89 killed and 207 wounded on the National
side, against 125 Confederates killed and 309
wounded. Immediately afterward the whole army
entered upon the movements that culminated in
the battle of Shiloh and the expnlsion of the Con-
federate armies from the entire region between the

Cumberland mountains and the Mississippi. Gen.
Thomas shared in all these operations, On 25

April, 1862, he was made major-general, and was
assigned to the command of Gen. Grant’s army, the
latter being made second in,general command un-
der Halleck, and thus virtually retired from active
command for the time being. Soon after the oc-
cupation of Corinth, Gen. Thomas returned to his
old command, and with it went through the ex-
hausting campaign by which, at the end of Sep-
tember, Gen. Buell's whole army, save the isolated
garrison at Nashville, was concentrated at Louis-
ville, prepared to give battle to Gen. Bragg, who
had audaciously led his army from Chattanooga to
the Ohio river. At Louisville, on 29 Sept., the
command of the National army was offered to Gen,
Thomas, but he declined it. On 30 Oct. Gen.
Buell was superseded by Gen. William S, Rose-
crans, and Gen. Thomas was placed in command
of five divisions, forming the centre of the army.
On 31 Dec., 1862, the contending forces, under
Rosecrans and Bragg, met in bloody conflict on
the banks of Stone river, near Murfreesboro, Tenn.
By an impetuous and overwhelming charge of the
enemy at dawn, the whole right wing of the Na-
tional army was swept back three miles, and its
very existence was imperilled. But the centre,
under Thomas, firmly held its ground and repelled
every assault till nightfall. The contest was re-
newed on 2 Jan., 1863, when, by a bold and fiery
attack of a part of Thomas’s force on the enemy’s
right, the Confederate positicn was endangered,
and Bragg, in the night of the 3d, retreated. The
National army lay nearly motionless until June,
when it entered on that series of brilliant flanking
movements which, without any serious conflict,
drove the enemy from Tennessee and compelled
the abandonient of Chattanooga on 8 Sept. The
terrible battle of Chickamauga followed, when, on
19 and 20 Sept., the Confederate army, re-enforced
by Longstreet’s corps from Virginia and some
troops from Mississippi. put forth almost super-
human efforts to overwhelm the National forces in
detail, and thus secure, once more, the prize of
Chattanooga, the gateway to the heart of the Con-
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federacy. Again, as at Stone river, the right was
swept away, carrying with it the commander of
the army and two corps commanders. Gen. Thomas
was thus left with but little more than six ont of
thirteen divisions to maintain his ground against
five corps flushed with seeming victory and eager
with the hope of making him an easy prey. Irom
noon till night the battle raged. Every assault of
the enemy had been repelled, the National troops
were full of confidence and ardor, and the final
assault of the day was made by a National brigade

following up with the bayonet a retreating Con-

federate division. In the night, by orders of the
army commander, Gen. Thomas fell back to Ross-
ville, five miles, and there awaited all the next day
the expected attack; but the enemy was in no
condition to make it. For the only time in its his-
tory, the Army of the Cumberland left the enemy
to bury its dead. Gen. Daniel H. Hill, command-
ing a Confederate corps in that battle, who had
served in both eastern and western armies, said:
“It seems to me the élan of the southern soldier
was never seen after Chickamauga. That barren
victory sealed the fate of the scuthern Confederacy.”

Following this great battle, Gen. Thomas on 19
Oct. was placed in command of the Army of the
Cnmberland. Its affairs were in a most critical con-
dition. All communication with its base of supplies
was cut off; an almost impassable river was in its
rear, from the heights of Lookout mountain and
Mission ridge the enemy looked down on the be-
leaguered force, slowly starving in its stronghold.
Immediate measuves were taken for its relief, and
from every quarter troops were hurried toward
Chattanooga, both to open communications and to
re-cnforce the army for active operations. Two
corps from the Potomac and two from Mississippi
were speedily forwarded, and all were placed under
commmand of Gen. Grant. To his alinost despair-
ing message to Gen. Thomas to hold the place.
came the cheering reply, “We will hold the town
till we starve.” Thomas had then in store six days’
supply for 50,000 men, Preparations were at last
completed, and on 23 Nov. the forces from Missis-
sippl, aided by a division from Thomas, attacked
the northern end of Mission ridge, and gained
some ground. On the 24th Lookout mountain was
captured by the forces from the Potomac, strength-
ened by two of Thomas’s brigades. On the 25th,
under Thomas's leadership, the Army of the Cum-
berland, released from its long imprisonment,
stormed and carried the three lines of rifle-pits
at the base, midway, and on the summit of Mis-
sion ridge, and drove the Confederate army. in
utter rout, from the fortified position it had held
so confidently for two months, As the jubilant
National troops reached the summit of the ridge,
the whistle of the first steamboat, loaded with sup-
plies, told that the siege was indeed ended.

In the spring of 1864 Gen. Thomas entered upon
the Atlanta campaign, at the head of 65.000 veter-
ans, being two thirds of the grand army com-
manded by Gen. Sherman. He occupied the centre
ol the line. From Chattanooga to Atlanta it was
an almost continnous battle of a hundred days.
The relative amount of work done by each of the
three armies is indicated by the losses. The Army
of the Cumberland lost, in killed and wounded, 32
per cent., the Army of the Tennessee 26 per cent.,
the Army of the Ohio 16 per cent. On 1 Sept., at
Jonesboro’, the 14th army corps of Thomas’s army
made a successful assault, completely driving from
the field the enemy’s right, and on the 2d the 20th
corps, also of Thomas’s command, entered Atlanta,
ﬂmFtlm campaign was ended,
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When Gen. ITood placed his whole force across
the railroad north of Atlanta, and, turning his
cavalry loose in Tennessee, threatened to cut off
supplies from Sherman’s army, Gen. Thomas was
sent to Nashville, while Gen. Sherman prepared
for his march to the sea. At the end of October
the 4th and 23d corps were sent to Tennessee, with
instruetions to Gen. Thomas to use them in guard-
ing the line of the river during Sherman’s ab-
sence. It was supposed that Hood would follow
Sherman’s army through Geovgia, but it was soon
‘found that the entire force that had confronted
Sherman on his way to Atlanta was now threaten-
ing Thomas. All the available troops were concen-
trated, and Hood’s advance was resisted to the ut-
most. After a series of escapes from desperate
hazards, a part of the two National corps under
‘Gen. John M. Schofield, on the afternoon of 30
Nov., 1864, at Franklin, Tenn., signally defeated
the repeated assaults of Hood’s army, inflicting
upon 1t irreparable losses, including six generals
killed and a large number wounded. That night
the National force retired to Nashville, where it
was re-enforced by a corps from Missouri and a
division from Chattanooga. Hood boldly advanced
to the vicinity and fortified himself. Nearly all
Thomas’s mounted force had accompanied Sher-
man, leaving all the remaining cavalry to be re-
mounted. The troops from Missouri and Chatta-
nooga were destitute of transportation. Thus in
midwinter, at 200 miles from the main base of
supplies, and in the presence of a bold and active
enemy, he had thrust upon him a task that at any
time was almost overwhelming. Some called him
“slow,” yet, within two weeks from the day when
his unsupplied and dismounted army reached
Nashville, it was ready to take the field. But

|
|
|
\
|

Gen. Grant at City Point grew so impatient over |

what he considered needless delay, that he issued
an order dismissing Gen. Thomas from command,
and directing him to report to one of the corps
commanders. After a fuller explanation of the
causes of the delay, this unexampled order was sus-
pended, but Gen. Grant himself set out for the scene
of operations. A terrible storm of sleet and rain,
freezing as it fell, came up on 9 Dec., rendering all
movement impossible. On the 14th a thaw began.
On the 15th and 16th, in exact accordance with
the detailed order of battle, the confident troops
of Gen. Thomas, who had never lost faith in their
leader, by skilful and energetic movements, com-
pletely overthrew the last organized Confederate
army in the southwes A feeble remnant, de-
spoiled of guns and transportation, came together
some weeks later at Tupelo, Miss., nearly 250 miles
«istant. As an army it never again took the field.
What Gen, Thomas accomplished in this cam-
paign, and with what means, cannot be better told
than in the words of his despatch to Gen. Halleck
on 21 Dec.: “Ifought the battles of the 15th and
16th with the troops but partially equipped; and
notwithstanding the inclemency of the weather
and the partial equipment, have been enabled to
drive the enemy beyond Duck river, crossing two
streams with 1y troops without the aid of pon-
toons, and with but little transportation to bring
up supplies of provisions and ammunition. . .
Too much must not be expected of troops that
have to be reovganized, especially when they have
the task of destroying a force, in a winter cam-
paign, which was enabled to make an obstinate
resistance to twice its numbers in spring and sum-
mer.” Following this great victory came the opera-
tions of the cavalry as organized by Gen. Thomas
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Selma and the eapture of Jefferson Davis. But
the battle of Nashville was substantially the end
of the rebellion in that quarter. For it he received
the appointment of major - general in the U. S.
army, accompanied by the assurance of the secre-
tary of war that “no commander has more justly
earned promotion by devoted, disinterested, and
valuable services to his conntry.” He also received
the thanks of congress and of the legislature of
Tennessee, together with a gold medal presented
to him by the latter body on the first anniversary
of the battle.

With the close of the war, Gen. Thomas bent all
his energies to the restoration of peace and order
throughout his command. In May, 1869, he was
placed in command of the military division of the
&’uciﬁu, and held it until his death. Though he
had seen more continuous, varied, and active ser-
vice than any officer of his age and rank in the
army, Gen. Thomas was emphatically a lover of
peace, Ilis whole nature and disposition were
orderly, gentle, and kindly. ITe abhorred war, not
merely because of its ernelty, but also beeause of
the turmoil and disorder it occasioned. Though a
lover of home life, he never was allowed to remain
long in one place, the average length of time that
he was stationed at any one post being less than
five months, fle enjoyed the calin and peaceful
life of nature, *
loving treesand
flowers and the
open air. His
range of read-
ing was not
very wide, but
he was well ac-
quainted with
natural science,
was a good ge-
ologist, expert
in  woodcraft,
and well versed
in botany. The
museums of the
Smithsonianin-
stitution con-
fain rare and
curious specimens contributed by him.

In his own
profession he was thoronghly trained in all depart-
ments, so that, when he was placed in command of
a corps, he had had personal experience of every

arm of the service. When the war ended he was
the only general officer of high rank and distine-
tion (exeept * Sheridan and Hancock) who had
served uninterruptedly in the army. He had care-
fully studied military and international law, and
especially the constitution of the United States,
and was a thorough believer in the ideas on which
the government was based. No man was ever
more scrupulous to subordinate the military to the
civil power. The general of the army. his class-
mate and life-long friend, in announcing his death,
said : “The very impersonation of honesty, integ-
riby, and honor, he will stand (o posterity as the
beau-idéal of the soldier and gentleman. Though
he leaves no child to bear his name, the old Army
of the Cumberland, numbered by tens of thousands,
called him father, and will weep for him in tears of
manly grief.” Ie was buried with all the honors
of his rank at Troy, N. Y., on 8 April, 1870. A
fine equestrian statue, in bronze, by J. Q. A. Ward,
erected by the soldiers of his old army, perpetuates
his appearance and features in the cnpilua of the
| country. (Seeillustration.) Iis biography has been

in Alabama and Georgia, resulting in the taking of | written by Thomas B. Van Horne (New York, 1882).
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See also John W. De Peyster’s “ Sketch of G. H.
Thomas” (1870) and James A. Garfield’s “ Oration
before the Soclety of the Army of the Cumber-
land,” 25 Nov., 1870 (Cincinnati, 1871).
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1028..(Born Va.)...... GEORGE H. THOMAS.........(Ap'd Va.)..12

Military History.—Cadet at the U. S. Military Academy from July 1,
1836, to July 1, 1840, when he was graduwated and promoted in the Army to
Secoxp LiruT., 30 ARTILLERY, JuLy 1, 1840,

Served: in garrison at F't. Columbus, N. Y., 1840; in the Floxida War, 1840-42,
being engaged in Major Wade’s Capture of 70 Seminole Indians, Nov. 6, 1841;
(Bvr. First Lievr., Nov. 6, 1841, ror GALLANTRY AND Goop Coxvucr
1IN THE WAR AGAINST THE F'LORIDA INDIANS)
in garrison at New Orleans Barracks, La., 1842, —I't. Moultrie, 8. C., 1842-43,
—and Ft. McHenry, Md., 1843-45; on Rccnutmﬁ service, 1845; in garrison
(First LisuT., 3D ARTILLERY, APR. 30, 1844)
at Tt. Moultrie, S. C., 1845; in Military Oeccupation of Texas, 1845-46; in
the War with Mexico, 184648, being engaged in the Defense of I't. Brown,
Tex., May 3-9, 1846, " Battle of Montexcy Sep. 21-23. 1846, and Battle of
(Bve. Capr., SEP. 23, 1846, FoR GALLANT CONDUCT IN THE SEVERAL
(,ovnmrs A1 MoNTEREY, MEX.)

Buena Vista, Feb. 22-23, 1847; in garrison at the mouth of the Rio Grande,
(Bvr. Masor, Fes. 23, 1847, ror Garraxt AND Mertrorious CoNpucT
N THE Batrre oF Buexa Vista, MEex.)

Pex., 1848-49; in Florida Hostilities against the be,mmole Indians, 1849-50;
in ",mlson at Ft. Indepulden(,e Mas., 1&)0  Militoy Academy. as
stxuctm of Artillery v, Apr. 2, ation frontier
(Caprary, 3p ARTILLERY, Drc. 24, 1853)
duty, on march to Benicia, Cal., in conunand of Battalion of 3d Artillery,
1854,—1°t. Yuma, Cal., 1854-55; in garrison ut Jefferson Barracks, Mo., 1855;

(’\/I\J(u 2p Cavarny, May 12, 1855)

on Recruiting xewlce, 1856; on frontier dnty at T't. Mason, Tex., 1856-57,—
San Antomo Tex., 1857, —Ft. i, Tex., I857-58,—Ft. Belknap, Tex.,
1858-59, —Camp Cooper. Tex., pedition to 1ed River Country, 1859-60,—
and Kiowa Expedition, 1860, heing engaged in a Skirmish near the head of Clear
Tork of the Brazos River, Ang. 26, 1800, where he was wounded; and on leave
of absence, 1860 1.

Served during the Tebellion of the Seceding States, 1861-66: in reorganizing

(Tarvr.-Coroxer, 2o Cavarry, Arr. 25, 1861)
and equiping Lis regiment ab Carlisle Burmeks, Pa., Apr. 14 to May 27, 1861;
in Operations in Shenandoah V alley, June 1 to Alm 26, 1864, being engaged i in
(Coroxrr, 20 Cavarny, Maxy 3, 1861: dta Cavarry, Avuc. 3, 1861)
command ol brigade in the Action of Falling Waters, July 2, 1861, —Skirmish
at Martinsburg, July 3, 1861, —and Skirmish at Bunker Hill, July 15, 1861;
(Bric.-GexEran, U. 8. VoruNteERs, Ave. 17, 1861)
in the Departinent of the Cumberland, Sep. 6 to Nov. 30, 186}, in erganizing
Kentucky and Tennessce Volunteers, at Camp Dick Robinson, Ky., Sep. 18 to
Oct. 28, 1861, —and in the Advance on Crab Orchard and Lebanon, 1(_‘, Oct. 28
to Nov. 30, lS()l in command of division (Army of the Ohio), Nov, 30, 1861, to
Mar. 19, 18() bointf in command and engaged at the Combat of Mill Spring
Ky., Jan. 19- )0 lbb.. —and Movement on N(hh\’lu(} Vi Somersct, “Lk noOn
and Lom,svllle Teb. 15 to Mar. 4, 1862; in the Tennessee and Mississipp
Campaign, Mar, 19 to June 26, 1862 beuw engaged in the March to Pitts-
burg Landing, Ten., with his (11\'1mon as t.hu Reson e of the Army of the Ohio,
Mar, 19 to Apl 9, 1862, —in commy wmd of the Right Wing of the Army of the
Tennessee, in the Advance upon and Siege of Corinth, Apr. 9 to May 30,
(Magor-Gexeraxr, U. S, VoLuNTEERS, APR. 25, 1862, T0 DEC, 15, 1864)

1862, —and in command of Corinth, Mis., June 5-22, 18(;2 in Major-General Bu-
ell’s Operations (Army of the Uhlo) in Nmth Alabama, Tennessee and Ken-
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tucky, June 26 to Nov. 7, 1863-—at Tuscumbia, Ala., guarding the Memphis
and Charleston Railroad, June 26 to July 25, 1862,—in command of Dechard,
Aug. 5-15, of McMinnville, Aug. 19-Sep. 3, and of Nashville, Ten., Sep. 7-14,
1862,--in pursuit of enemy from Prewitt’s Knob to Louisville, Ky., Sep. 20-26,
1862,—and as second in command of the Army of the Ohio on the Advance
into Kentucky, Sep. 30 to Nov. 7, 1862, being engaged in command of the
right wing of the Army during the Battle of Perryville, Oct. 8, 1862, and pur-
suit Jf the enemy to Barboursville; in Major-General Rosecrans’ Tennessee
Campaign, in command of 14th Army Corps (Army of the Cumberland),
Nov. 7, 1862, to Oct. 19, 1863, being engaged in the Battle of Stone River,
Dec. 31, 1862-Jan. 3, 1863, —Advance on Tullahoma, June 24 Ty %, 1503, —
Action at Hoover's Gap, June 26, 1863, —Passage of Elk River, July 3, and of
the Tennessee, Sep. 2, 1863,— Battle of (lép iupanga, Sep. 19-20, 1863, —and
checking the enemy’s advance, Sep. 21, 1863, upon Chattanooga, to which he
retived and commenced fortifying; in command of the Departmont and Army of
the Cumberland, Oct. 19, 1863, being engaged in opening his communications
(Bric.-GeNERAL, U. 8. Arymy, Ocr. 27, 1863)

by the Tennessee River and Lookout Valley, Oct. 27-Nov. 24, 1863, —Battle of
Missionury Ridge, Nov. 23-25, 1863, —Pursnit of the enemy and Combat at
Rimggold, Ga., Nov. 26, 1863,—and reorganizing his Army, Dec. 1, 1863, to
May 2, 1864; in the Invasion of Greorgia, May 2 to Sep. 7, 1864, in command
of the Army of the Cumberland, composed of the 4th, 14th, and 20th Army
Corps, and three Cavalry Divisions, being engaged in Operations around
Dalton, May 7-13, 1864,—Demonstrations against Resacca, May 13, till oceu-
pied, May 16, 1864, —Pursuit of the enemy, with constant skirmishing, to
Cassville, May 17-19, 1864, —Occupation of Rome by Davis’ division of 14th
Army Corps, May 18, 1864,--Action of Cassville, May 19, 1864, Battle of
Dallas, May 25-28, 1864,—Movement against Pine Mountain, with almost daily
severe engagements, May 28 to June 20, 1864, Battles of Kenesaw Mountain,
June 20 to July 2, 1864, —Assault at Ruff’s Station, July 4, 1864, Passage of
the Chattahoochie River, July 12-17, 1864,—Combat of Peach Tree Creck,
July 19-21, 1864,—Siege of Atlanta, July 22-Sep. 2, 1864,—Assaunlt of the
enemy’s intrenchments at Jonesboro, Sep. 1, 1864,—Swrender of Atlanta,
Sep. 2, 1864, and Occupafion of the place, Sep. 8-27, 1864; in organizing,
Oct.-Dec., 1864, at Nashville, Ten., in obedience to Major-General Sherman’s
instructions of Sep. 27, 1864, the defenses of Tennessce against the Rebel In-
vasion under General Hood, by concentrating his scatlered forces behind
Duck River, which being turned, Nov. 29, 1864, after five days’ constant
skirmishing, fell back to Harpeth River, where they were desperately engaged
at the Battle of Franklin, Nov. 30, 1864, and finally took position with other
reinforcements before Nashville, where the Rebel Avmy was utterly routed in
(Masor-GExERrsL, U. S. Arymy, DEec. 15, 1864)
the Battle of Dee. 15-16, 1864, and driven beyond the Tennessce River, with
immense loss of men and material; in organizing various raiding expeditions,
and sending troops to other Departments, Dec., 1864-May, 1865, which ma-
terially coutributed to the overthrow of the Rebellion;* and in command,

# The Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of Ameriea, in Congress
assembled, Resolved, March 3, 1885:

% That the thunks of Congress are due, and are hereby tendered to Major-General Grorar H.
Troxas, and the oflicers and goldiers nnder his comnmand, for their skill and dauntless courage,
by which the Rebel Army under General Hood was signally defeated and driven from the State
of Tennessce.”

The Geveral Assembly of the State of Tennessee, Rogolyed, Nov, 2, 1865:

“That the thanks of the General Assemnbly, in their own name and in the name of the people
of the State of Tennessee, be presented to Major-General Grorge T, Trodas, and the officers and
soldiers under his command, for his wise and spirited, and their brave and patriotie conduet in
the Battle of Nashville, in defense of the Capitul of the State, in December, 1864, und that a
’Golrl 'J)I('dul be struck in commemoration of the great and decisive event, ﬂllfi be presented to
im,

This wagnificent Gold Medal, having General Thotnas’ bust on the obverse, and on the reverso
the State Capitol, with the motto, “T will hold the n till we starve,”’ presented to him,
with imposing cercmonics, on the second anniversary of the battle, at Nushville, Ten.,
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June 27, 1865, to Aug. 13, 1866, headquarters at Nashville, Ten., of the Military
Division of the Tennessee, embracing the Departments of Kentucky, Tennes-
see, Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi,—of the Department of the Tennessee,
Aug. 13, 1866, to Mar. 11, 1867, headquarters at Nashville, Ten., till Nov. 1,
1866, and at Louisville, Ky., till Mar. 11, 1867, when he was assigned to the
command of the 3d Military District (Georgia, Florida, and Alabama), from
which he was relieved at his own request, Mar. 15, 1867,—and of the Depart-
ment of the Cumberland, Mar. 16, 1867 to ; and as Member of Board
for recommendations for Brevets to general officers, Mar. 14-24, 18606.
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Thomas, George H., major-general, one of the ablest, purest and
most successful of the military chieftains of the Civil war, was born
in Southampton county. Va., July 31, 1816. His early opportunities of
education were good and at the age of twenty he had just entered



upon the study of law when his friends secured him an appointment
as cadet at the military academy at West Point. He entered in 1836
and, after a thorough and solid rather than a brilliant course, he grad-
uated in 1840, ranking twelfth in a class of 42 members, among whom
were Sherman, Ewell, Jordan, Getty, Herbert, Van Vliet and others
who afterward attained celebrity. Assigned to duty on the day of
graduation as second lieutenant in the 3d artillery, he served in the
regular army for twenty years, during which time he rendered hon-
orable and faithful service in the Florida war from 1840 to 1842; in
command of various forts and barracks from 1842 to 1845; in the mili-
tary occupation of Texas in 1845-46; in the Mexican war from 1846 to
1848 —participating in nearly all its leading battles; in the Seminole
war in 1849-50; as instructor in artillery and cavalry at West Point
from 1851 to 1854; on frontier duty at various posts in the interior of
California and Texas, leading several expeditions against the Indians,
from 1855 to the autumn of 1860. During these twenty years he was
repeatedly brevetted for gallant and meritorious services, rising
through all the grades to a captain of artillery, and in 1855 was made
a major of the 2nd cavalry, which regiment he commanded for three
years. He was wounded in a skirmish with the Indians at the head-
waters of the Brazos river in Aug., 1860, and the following November
went east on a leave of absence. During the winter of 1860-61 he
watched with the most painful anxiety the culmination of that conflict
of opinion which preceded the war. Relinquishing his leave of absence,
he reported for duty at Carlisle barracks, Pa., April 14,—the day when
the flag went down at Sumter—and less than 48 hours after the first
shot was fired. On May 27 he led a brigade from Chambersburg across
Maryland to Williamsport; rode across the Potomac in full uniform at
the head of his brigade on June 16, to invade Virginia and fight his old
commanders; a few days afterward he led the right wing of Gen. Pat-
terson’s army in the battle of Falling Waters and defeated the Confed-
erates under Stonewall Jackson. After serving through the brief cam-
paign of the Shenandoah Gen. Thomas entered upon that wider sphere
of action in which he was destined to win an undying reputation. At
Gen. Robert Anderson’s request Sherman and Thomas were made
brigadier-generals of volunteers and assigned to his command—the De-
partment of the Cumberland. The first month’s work that Thomas
performed in the department was at Camp Dick Robinson, Ky., where
he mustered into service eleven regiments and three batteries of Ohio,
Indiana, Kentucky and Tennessee troops, which he organized into the
first brigade, and which formed the nucleus of the division, then of
the corps and finally of the great army which he afterward so long
commanded. He was soon placed in command of the 1st division of
the army and on Dec. 31 was ordered to move against Zollicoffer, who
commanded a large force occupying the road leading from Cumber--
land gap to Lexington, Ky. In pursuance of this order Gen. Thomas
fought and won the battle of Mill Springs, which was by far the most
important military success that had yet been achieved west of Vir-
ginia, and with the exception of the defeat of Marshall near Preston-
burg a few days before, it was the first victory in the department.
In this battle Gen. Thomas laid the foundation of his fame in the Army
of the Center. From Nov. 30, 1861, to Sept. 30, 1862, he commanded
a division of Gen. Buell’s army without intermission, except that dur-
ing the months of May and June he commanded the right wing of the
Army of the Tennessee and around Corinth. On Sept. 30, 1862,
he was appointed second in command of the Army of the Ohio,



- -

having previously refused the chief command, and served in that
capacity in the battle of Perryville and until Oct. 30, 1862, when
the old name of Department of the Cumberland was restored and
Gen. Rosecrans assumed command. That officer reorganized the
army into three distinct commands—right, left and center-—and as-
signed Thomas to the center, which consisted of five divisions.
He held this commmand in the battle of Stone’s river and until
Jan. 9, 1863, when the 14th army corps was created by order of the
war department, and Thomas commanded it during the summer cam-
paign in middle Tennessee and the Chickamauga campaign. On Sept.
27, 1864, after the capture of Atlanta, he was ordered by Gen. Sher-
man to return with a portion of his army into Tennessee and defend
that state against Hood’s invasion. Thus Thomas was confronted
by that veteran army which had so ably resisted Sherman on his
march to Atlanta, and had to meet it with an effective force of about
40,000 infantry and 7,000 cavalry, having to remount the latter, pro-
vide transportation, and almost to organize and supply a new army.
Although severely checked by Schofield at Franklin, Tenn., Hood
gathered head and threatened Nashvillee Then the government
and country waited impatiently for Thomas to attack, but he would
not move until he was ready. He thought he “ought to be trusted
to decide when the battle should be fought,” and to know better
than any one hundreds of miles away. Grant. called him “slow,”
Sherman commented on his “provoking, obstinate delay,” and Stan-
ton, still actuated by the partisan bitterness that had caused him
to secure the removal of two successful commanders, wrote to Grant:
“This looks like the McClellan and Rosecrans strategy of do nothing
and let the enemy raid the country.” Urgent despatches and orders
rained in upon him, but he said they might remove him if they liked,
and complained to one of his generals, “They are treating me like a
boy.” An grder removing him was actually made on Dec. 9, but
happily revoked. On Dec. 13 Gen. Logan was started for Nashvilie
with orders to take the command on his arrival if Thomas had not
moved, and two days later Grant himself set out thither. On the
road both received the great news of the battle of Dec. 15. Thomas
had at length attacked, driving the enemy eight miles, and Hood,
“for the first and only time, beheld a Confederate army abandon the
field in confusion.” On the next day Thomas completely redeemed
his promise to “ruin Hood,” whose army was broken to pieces and
chased out of Tennessee. But even here the victor was blamed as
dilatory in the pursuit, although the reward of his splendid services
could no longer be kept back.. When he received his commission
as major-general in the regular army his friend and medical director,
seeing that he was deceply moved, said: “It is better late than never,
Thomas.” “It is too late to be appreciated,” he replied; “I earned
this at Chickamauga,” and afterward, “I never received a promotion
they dared to withhold.” But the nation was by this time ready to
recognize Gen. Thomas' merits and to understand that it was solely
by his remarkable abilities, without the influence of powerful friends,
that he had attained a position second to that of no officer of the
army. Honors and rewards were pressed upon him, but with a sim-
ple dignity of character he declined them all, satisfied with having
done his duty. After the war he was placed in command successively
of the most important and difficult military departments, often under
circumstances of great responsibility and delicacy, but his conduct
gave general satisfaction. Gen. Thomas' death was the result of
apoplexy and occurred in San Francisco, Cal., March 28, 1870.



