
' PICKETT, George Ellwllrd, soldier, b. in Rich­
Illond, Va., 25 J I\,n., 1825 ; d. in Norfolk, Va., 30 July, 
1875. His bther was a resident of Hemico county, 
Va. The son was appointed to the U. S. military 

academy from Illinois, 
and gniduated in 1846. 
He served in the war 
with Mexico, was made 
2d lieu tenant in the 2d 
infantry, 3 Ma.rch, 1847, 
was at the siege of Vera 
Cl'LlZ a.nd was engaged 
in all t.he battles that 
preceded the assaul t 
n,nd ca,pture of the city 
of Mexico. He was 
transferred to the 7th 
inbntry, 13 July, 1847, 
and to the 8th infantry, 
18 July. 1847, Mid bre­
vetted 1st lieutenant, 8 
Sept., 1847, for gallant 
and meritorious con­

duct n,t Contreras and Churubusco, and captain, 
13 Sept., for Chapultepec. He became captain in 
the 9th infant ry. 3 Ma,rch, 1855, after serving in 
garrisons in Texas from 1849, and in 1856 he was 
on frontier duty in the northwest territory at 
Pngct sonn e1. Capt. Pickett was ordered, wi th 
six ty men, to occupy San J Han ishLnd then, dur­
ing the dispute with Great Britnin over the north­
west bounchry, and the British gove l'l1or, Sir 
James Douglas, sent three vessels of war to eject 
Pickett from his position. He forbade the land­
ing of troops from the vessels, under the threat 
of firing upon them, and an actual collision was 
prevent.ed only by the timely alTivaJ of the Brit­
ish admiral, by whose order the issne of force 
was postponed. For his conduct on this occasion 
Gen. Hl1m ey in his re.port com mended Capt. PickeLt 
"fen' t.he cool jndgment, ability, and gallantry he 
had displttyec1," and the legisla.ture of vVashington 
territory passed resolutions thanking him for it. He 
resigned fro m the army, 25 June. 1861, and after 
great difIiclllty and dela.ys machcc1 Virg inia, where 
he was at once commissioned colonel in the state 
forces and assigned \,0 duty on 'Rappahannock ri vel'. 
In February, 1862, he was made brigadier-general 
m Gen. James Longstreet's division of the Confed­
emte al'my under Gen. Joseph E. Johnston, which 
was then called the Army of the Potomac, but af­
terward became the Al'I]lY of ~orthel'l1 Virginia. 
Ells bng;ade, in the retreat before McClelhLn up the 
jJo.ninsu1/l. and in the seven clays' battles around 
Richmond, won such a reputation tha.t it was 
known as "the game-cock brigade. " At t he bn,ttle 
of Gaines's Mills, 27 June, 1862, Pickett was severe­
l~ wounded in the shoulder, and he did not rejoin 
hiS command unt.il after the first Maryland ca m­
pa.l$n. FI e was then ma.de major-geneml, wit.h n, 
diVISion tha,t was composed ent irely of Virginia,ns. 
At the blLttle of Fredericksburg t his division held 
the cont re of Lee's line. For ILn account of Pick­
ett 's charge at Gettysburg, 3 July, 1863, see the 
n.rttcles LEE, H,OBER'l' K , and iVlE,\DE, GeORGE G. 
~I.ckctt was afterward plaued in comma.nd in lower 
\ Irgll1la and eastel'll North Carolina. In May, 
1864, he defended Petersburg and saved it from 
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sUl'prise and ca.pture by Gen. Benjamin F. Butler. 
In the attack on Gen. Butler's forces along the line 
of the ra.ilroad between R.ichmond a.nd Petersburg, 
Pickett's division captured the works. Gen. Lee, 
in a letter of t.ha.nks a.nd congmtuhttion, da.tedl7 
June, saiel : " We tried very ha.rd to stop Pickett's 
men from capturing the breastworks of the ene­
my, but could not do it." At Five Forks his di­
vision received the brun t of the National attack. 
and was entirely disorganized. After the war Gen: 
Pickett returned to R.ichmond, where he spent the 
remainder of his life in the Iife-insumnce business. 
His biogra.phy by Edward A. PolinI'd is in Pol­
lm'd's "Life nnd Times of Robert E. Lee and his 
Companions in Arms" (New York, 1871). See also 
"Pickett's Men," by 'Walter Ha.l'rison (1870). 
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Military History.- Oadet at the U. S. Military Academy from July 1, 
1842, to July 1, 1846, when he was graduated and promoted in the Army to 

BVT. SECOND LIEUT., 8TH INFANTRY, JULY 1,1846. 
Served: in the War with Mexico, 1846- 48, being engaged in the Siege of VerI? 

(SECOND LIEUT. , 2D INFANTRY, MAR. 3, 1847) 
Oruz, Mar. 9-29, 1847, - Battle of Oerro Gordo, Apr. 17- 18, 1847,-Oapture of 


TRANSFERRED TO 7TH INFANTRY, JULY 13, 1847, AND TO 8TH INFANTRY, 

JULY 18, 1847) 




180 GRADUATES OF THE 

NUMBER. 1846-47. CLASS RANK., 

San Antonio, Aug. 20, 1847,-Battle of Churubusco, Aug. 20, 1847,-BMtle of 
tBVT. FmST LIEUT., AUG. 20, 1847, FOR GALLANT A~D MERITORIOUS CONDUCT 

IN THE BA'£'£LES OF CONTRERAS A...'1D CHURUBUSCO, MEX.) 
Molino del Rey, Sep. 8, 1847,-Storming of Chapultepec, Sep. 13, 1847, - and 

(BVT. CAPT., SEP. 13, 1847, FOR GALLANT CONDUCT AT CHAPUL­
TEPEC, MEA:.) 

Assault and Capture of the City of ffIexi.co, Sep. 13-14, 1847; in garrison at 
Jefferson Barracks, Mo., 1848; on frontier duty on March through Texas to 

(FIRST LIEUT., 8TH INFANTRY, JUNE 28, 1849) 
Ft. Gates, 1849-50, 1851,-Cump Johnston, Tex., 1852,-Ft. Chadbourne, 
'fex., 1852-53,-Ft. Clark, Tex., 1853,-and Ft. Bliss, 'fex., 1854-55; in garri­

(CAPTAIN, 9-rH INFANTRY, MAR. 3, 1855) 
son at Ft. Monroe, Vn., 1855; and on frontier duty on Expedition against hos-' 
tile Indians on Puget Sound, Wash., Mar. -,Tune, 1856,-Ft. Steilacoom, 
Wash., 11:;56, *-Ft. Billingham, Wash., 1856-58, 1859,-San Juan Island, 
Wash., 1859,-Ft. Billingham, Wash., 1859- 60,-and Srm Juan Island, Wash., 
1860-61. 

RESIGNED, JUl\'E 25, 1861. 
Joined in the Rebellion of 1861-66 against the United States. 
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