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John Clifford, soldier, b. in Philadelphia, Pa.,
10 Aug., 1814; d. 111 Penllyn, Pa.. 13 .J uly, 1881,
was appointed to the U. S. milita.ry academy on his
~wn
application
by President Jack
son, who had been
a friend of his
father. After his
graduation in 1837
he was assigned to
the 4th artillery,
and served against
the Indians in
Florida in 1837-'9.
and on the north:
ern fronti erduring
the Canada bor
der disturban ces
in 1840-'2.
He
/" f )
/
7 ' - was promoted 1st
.&. ~.i.~~ lieutenant on 19
/
March, 1842, and
was on garrison duty WI the Mexi can war, dur
ing which he s8l'1'ecl with credit as aide to Gen.
Worth, receiving the brevet of captain for ga l·
lantry ttt Monterey, and that of major for services
at Molino del Rey. At the close of the war he
was prescnted with a sword by citizens of Phila
delphia, and thanked, with other Pennsylvania
oflicers, by resolution of the legislature of that
state. In 1848 he married Martha, chLUghter of
William H . Thompson, of Norfolk, Va. He was
promoted captain on 16 Sept., 1850, took part in
opemtions agninst th e Seminole Indians in 1849-'50
and 1856-'7, and served at Fort Leavenworth dl1l"
ing the Kansa.s troubles, and in the Utah expedi
t ion of 1858. At the be"'inning of the eivil war
he was ordered from 11i'ort Ridgely, 1\-/ inn., to
Washing lon, and after h i~ ani val there, in spi te of
the personal efforts of Gen. Winfield Scott to pre
vent him. resigned his commission and was ap
pointed lieutenant-colonel of Vir[inilt state troops,
to elate from 28 April, 1861. Ite was intruster!
with the organization of the artillery and cavalry
of the state, aJl(l became colonel on 8 l\'Ia,y, 1861.
On 15 Jun e he was made major of artill er)' in the
Confedera.te army. and two duys htter a brigadier
ge nem!. On 13 l"eb., 1862, he wns promoted major
general, anel at the requ est of Gen. Robert E. Lee,
whom he succeedeu, wa.s a.ppointed to command
the department t.hat inc lu ded South Carolina,
Georgia, a.nd Florida, with headquarters at Charles
ton. Here he strengthened the harbor defences,
planning a.nd beginning Fort Wagn er a.nd Battery
B, and planting submarine obstructions. On HI
Oct., 1862, he was promoted lieutenant-general,
a.nd assigned to the charge of the departm ent that
comprised Mississippi, Tennessee, and enstern I.Jou
isiana. with headquarters at Jackson, Miss. Pem
berton's operations around Vicksburg and his de
fence of that city again st Gen. Grant a.re described

in the article GRANT, ULYSSES S. Aftel' his Sll\'
render of t he city a nd garriso n on 4 July, 1863. he
returned on parole to Hichmond, wh ere he remained
un t il he was duly exchan ged. As a man of nort.h
ern birth he hllll man y enemies at the sou th d ur
ing the Cllrly. pel'iod ot'the war, but he had always
the co nfidence of t he Confederate a.uth ori ties.
After his excha.nge, findin g no command that was
co mm ensurate with his rank, he res ign ed, am1 was
reap pointed as ins pector of ordnance, with t he rank
of colonel, in which capacity he served until the
close 0 1' th e war. He then reti red to II farm nea.r
Warrenton, Va., but in 1876 retu rn ed to Philadel
phia. which was the hom e of his brothers and sis
ters. In the spring of 1881 his health began to
fail, a.nd he removed, in the hope of benefiting it,
to PenH n. n ar Phila lei hi' where h died.

