
George Gordon, soldier, b. in Cadiz, Spain, 31 
Dec., 1815; d. in Philadelphia, Pa., 6 Nov., 1872, 
attended school in 
Philadelphia and 
afterward Salmon 
P. Chase's school in 

Washington, D. C., 

and Mt. Hope in

stitution near Bal

timOl'e, Md., from 

which he went to 

the U. S. military 

academy, where he 

WflS graduated in 

1835. He was as

signed to the 3d 

a rt illery, and or

dered to Florida. 

,;Vhile he was serv

ing in the Will' r r ///J . 

agf1inst the Semi- /".£0. '/-> . //~ 
noles his health 
failed, and he was detailed to conduel a party 
of Seminoles to Al'i;;1,nsas, and then ordered to 
'\V!1tertown nrsenai, Mass., and was 011 ordnance 
duty lhere till 26 Oct., 1836, when he resigned. 
He was engaged as assistant civil engineer in the 
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construction of the railroad at Pensacola, FIlL., till 
April, 1 Hil7, then, under the appointment of the 
war department, made 11 survey of the mouth of 
Sabine river, and afterward assisted in the sUJ'vey 
of the delta of Lhe Mississippi lill Pebrllury, 183!J. 
In 1840 hc was employed in the astronomica l 
branch of the survey of the boundary-line between 
the United States and Texas, and ill August of 
thl1t year became ci vii assistant in the smvey of 
the northeastern boundary between the United 
States and British North America. On 31 Dec., 
1840, he lllarried l\if1rgarett.a, a daught.er of John 
Sergca,nt. On 19 lYlay, 1842, he was nppointed a 
2tl lieu tenant in the corps of topographical engi
neel'S, and continued on duty in the survey of the 
nOl'thenstel'll boundary till November, 1H43. In 
1844-'5 he was engaged on survey" in DellLware 
bay. In September, 1845, he joined the st.tLff of 
Gen. Zachury Taylor ttt Corpus Christi, Texas. He 
took pa,rt in May, 184G, in the battles of Pa,lo Alt.o 
and Itesaea de la Pa,lma, and in thn occupa,tion of 
Matall1oras, und later, uncleI' Gen. William J. 
\,yorth, led the assault on Ind ependence hill at 
Monterey, for which he was brevetted 1st lieu ten
ant., and shared in the Ularch to Ta lllpieo. In the 
siege of Vera Uruz he served on the stal], of Gen. 
Robert Patterson. Then returning home, he was 
engaged in 1tl47-'9 in constructing lig ht-houses in 
Delaware bay and in mapping sUl'\'eys of Florida 
reef,. lie served in the field against the Semi
noles in 1849-'50, was Oil light-house duty in Dela
warc bay in 1850-'1, was commissioned 1st lieuten
ant of topogmphical engineers on 4 Aug., 1851, 
and for the next five yea,rs wu.s engaged in the 
construction of light - hOllses at Carysfort Reef, 
Sand Key, Cecbr Key, lind CoHins', Patches, ill 
the Florida reefs. lIe was promoted captain on 
19 May, 1856, seryod on the geode tie survey of the 
northwestern htkes in that yelLr, nnd in 18;37-'61 
was in ehal'go of all the northern lake :mrveys. 

Soon after the beginning of the civil wa!' Capt. 
Meade was appointed brigadier-gelleral of volun
teers, da,ting from 81 Aug., 18tH, !LllCl assigned to 
the cOlUll1tmd of the 2d brigade of Pennsylyania 
reserves, in the Army of the Potomac. On 18 
June, 1tl62, he was promoted nULjor of topograph
ieal engineers. In the peninsular campaign he 
commanded his brigade in tbe b!Lttles of .Meehan
iesv ille and Gaines's Mills, and a,t New Market 
Cl'oss-l~()ads, othenvise enlled Glenda,le, where he 
was severely wounded. lIe was ta.l(en to Philadel
phia, but, soon rccovering, rejoined the army in 
time to render service against the enemy then ad
va,ncing toward \Vashington, and took pluL in the 
sccond b!tttle of Hull 1{,un. In the invasion of 
Maryland he comma.nded the di\'ision of Pennsyl
vania reserves, in the absence of Gen. John 1<'. 
l~e)'nolds, at t.he bat.tle of Sonth l\:Iountajn and at 
Antietam, where he flanked the enemy from the 
right, and so signalized himself by his skill and 
intrepidity thl.t he was placed, by Gen. McClellan, 
on the field of battle, in command of the 1st corps 
after the wOllnding of Gen. Joseph Booker. In 
this engagemen t Gen. Meade's horBe wus shot Hnder 
bim. 1n Oct.ober and November, 1862, he marehed 
to Falmoutb, Va., in commancl of his division, 
which at Fredericksburg was opposed to the troops 
of Stonewall Jackson. It a.lone, of all t.he army, 
drove everything before it, and broke throll¥h the 
enemy's lines, finding itself, as Gen. Meade ex
pressed himself in testifying before a commission, 
"in the presence of the enemy's reserves." Dur
ing the act.ion two horses were ~ hot under him. 
For want of timely support., the division was 

MEADE 

promoted . major-general, his commission da,ting 
from 2U Nov., 1862, a,nd Oll 25 Dec. was placed in 
C'ommanc1 or the 5th corpo. He CQlllma.llcled this 
corps at the balllc of ClmncellorsYille, alld on the 
first day was pressing forward on the lcrt. meeting 
with some resistance, but s ll eeessfull~' o\'ereoming 
it. when he was recalled and ordered to retire to 
his forlller position before Chaneellor;vill e. 

Gen. Meade was plaeed in command of the /U'my 
of the Potomac on 23 June, ltl6il. The change of 
COlUllHlIHlers was made while the corps were on 
the lI1u,l'ch in pursuit of an enemy who had pu:;hed 
far into the invaded co untry. The general had 
yet to leam everythillg of the po,itiollti of the ene
my and of his own sepamt:ed corp" of pel'BOnnel 
and materiel a,t his l:oIUIDand, und to gain all the 
essential knowlellge that It eOllllllander possesses 
who directs a movement froll1 its inception. He 
was ordered to relieve Gen. Hooker, without warn
ing, in the night of 27 June, 1863. His I1l'1ny In,y 
encamped about Frederick, Md., whil e Lee's had 
marchecl up the Cllmberhmd valley. Meade de
terminecl to follow the enemy in II pal'llllel march 
on the opposite sic1e of South mountain, dispose 
his t!'oOf)S so as to guard the pa,;:;c;; of the moun
tain ane prevent 11 descent on Baltimore and har
ass L ee, with a view of bringing on a geneml 
engagement. The troops bcg!Ln to mo\'c 011 the 
morning of 29 June, mId by two forced marches 
gained positions that. would ena.ble [hem to deploy 
along the line between Weshninstcr and Wa.ynes
borough. \Vhen IJec began 10 concentrate east of 
South mountain, iVlea,d1\ ordered his columns to 
ocenpy t.he slope. along Pipe ereek, 1l1ll1 adnmced 
his left wing to the neighborhood of Gettysburg, 
PH., run,king his ditipositions so as to face either 
north or wcst. The advanced fOrCl), at Emmetts
burg and Gettysburg W 0 ['0 only expected to delay 
the march of the Uonfederates uutil the concen
tration could be accomplished on the selected line, 
fifteen miles in the rel1l' of those positions. On 
Lhe morning of 1 July, National en,rlllr)' came into 
collision with the head of a Confcdemtc column 
nenr Gettysburg. Gen. John F. Heynolds sent 
infantry to support his caval r)" and at first gained 
an advantage, but the Confedcm tcs soon came up 
in overwhelming force, and elI'ore the National 
tmops through Lhe town to th e. hills. Gen. Win
field S. TIn,neock, who, nfter Reynolds had fallen, 
was sent by Meade to eondnctoperaiions at Gett.ys
burg. fonnd the Confederate army approaching by 
the roads that led to t hat village, and Eent word 
to Gen. Meade to bring fo rwa.rd his forces to the 
heights nea,r Gettysblll'g, on which he posted the 
remnHnts of Ute two corps tlmt had been engaged. 
Mende, after hea ring the report of ll!\nCllCk, who 
ret.urned to Ta.neytown in the. evening, was con
vineed of the superiorit.y of Gettyshurg as a elefen
sive position, and ordered 11 cOllccnLmtion there. 
DUl'ing that night and the following Illol'lling his 
troops came up amI took position on Cemetery 
riilge, while Lee posted his on Scminary ridge hLr
ther west, both com manders deferring an attack 
until their main force was on the gronnd. Gen. 
Meade arrived nt the front soon after n<)oll. 'rhe 
battle WlIS opened at fOlll' o'e[,)C,k in the afternoon 
by a viO'orous attack on the 8el corps forming the 
left ancf left eentl'e, and soon beeanle.general along 
the entire I inc. The 3d corps was rOll ted, but the 
line was not. broken, because the NaLional troops, 
strong ly re-enforl:ed frolll the right, fell back to 
the ridge more di reetly connecting the wings of the 
army, while, after 11 rlespemt.e conflict. they gl1ined 
possession of Little Emmel Top, a posilion of viul,l 

finally forced to fall back Gen. Meade was now I importance, which they had neglected t.o occupy 
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before the battle. Th e pat'tial defea t impelled Gen. 
Meade to makc prepa,mtions for a retreat. Generals 
Abner Doubl day and Alfred Pleasonton, who were 
in tru~t.ed wi th the arrangements, subsequently rep
rcsented that their cOllllUander had already given 
up the hope of holding the posit.ion, bUL he den ied, 
wi th solemn protestat ions, before the cong ressional 
commi ttee on the condnet of the Wt~r, "ever IUl.I'ing 
intended or thought, for one installt, to withdl'll,w 
that army unless t he military contingencies which 
the rnture should develop dllring the course of the 
day might render it a matter of necessity that the 
ii.rlllY should be withdra.wn." In the el'cning he 
called [1 council of war, whieh advised him against 
eithcr l'etreating 01' at.tacking, in which opinion he 
coincided, though expl'Cssing t.he belief, it is said, 
that the position was bad. Flushed with Lhe suc
ecss of t.he day, ulld relying on the prestige gai ned 
tL Fredericksburg a.ud Ohancellors ville, Gen. Lee 
uetermined to reuew the attack on the N,ttional 
army in its strong po~ition on the [ollowing day. 
In the morning Meade took the ollensi I'e against 
E well, and drove him f!'Om the intrcnchments t.hat 
he hlld captured on the right, nearest the town. 
At ono o'clock t.he Confederates openeu tire with 
145 guns, to which thc National n.rlillery replied 
with 80, which was !Ll! t.ha.t could be ad vant.a
geously pla.nted on their ridge. When the National 
fire ceased, after two hours, Gen. George E. Pickett.'s 
division charged Meade's centre undel' a hea,vy artil
lery and infantry fire, poured in from all sides, and 
was nendy a.nnihilated; a. few of them reached the 
breastworks, only to fall there or bo made prison
ers. Gen. Meade then ordered an advance on the 
left, and drove back Gen ..John n. Hood's division. 
Uo th armies remained in their positions un til t,he 
evening of the next dtq, wh en Lee retrea,ted to the 
Potomac, and WI1 ~ there obliged to in t rench nntil 
the waters sllbsidecl. Meade followed slowly by a 
longer route, nnd when he cam e up to the Oon
fede l'fl tc.~, on 12 July, intrenched hilnself, postpon
ing an uttack, ill deference to the decision of n 
council of wa.r, until he could make a rcconnois
sance. An adVlLJlCe W[lS ordered to be lIlade on 
the morning of the 14th, but during the night the 
enemy had crossed thc river. The Confedemte force 
engaged ILt Gettysburg was about 69,000 nIen, while 
the effective strength of the Army of the Potomac 
wa.s between 82,000 fl.nd 84,000, but its numerical 
snperiority was in 11 lIleasure neutralil.ed by the 
r,ttigncs of its long lIla.rehes. Gen. Meade was 
cOlllmissioned bri$udiel'- general in the regular 
army on 3 .Jul y, 1!j63. 

Aft.er the ll(lvauce of the Army of the Potomac 
into Virginia the detachment of lu.rge forces can sed 
comparative inactivity, which was followed in the 
autumn by the actions at Bristoe's Station, Kell v's 
Ford, and Rap~)[Lhannock Station, amI the opei'a
tions ttt lYIine Run in December. 'Th e urmy ex
perienced no reverse while Gen. Mende was 'eol1l
luanrler-ill-chief, and he was continued in the 
comlllan<l of the Arlllv of the Potomac flfter Gen. 
lJIysses S. Gmnt had been made eO lTlllla,nder of 
nil the ILrmies of the United States and assumed 
the direction of the opei'ations in person. He was 
made tlllljor-genel'l11 on 18 Aug., 1864. During two 
yelLrs, 0 1' more tha.n hn.If thc period of its ex ist
ence, Gcn. Mende W/IS in immediate cOlllmand of 
t.ho Army of the P otomac, and, having been in 
every cnmpaign of the a.rmy since its formation 
and ill a ll of it"s batt.les except. two, commanded in 
the grand review thnt took place in Wnshington 
after the close of the war. During the time t,hat. 
intel'l'ened before t.he southern states resumecl 
regnl1lr political relations with the govel'lllllent 

he commanded the milihlry division of the At
lunt ie. l"l'Om August, 18ij6, till .January, 1868, 
he commanded the Departlllent of the East, thcn 
till August, Uiij8, the military di "trict embracing 
Georgitt and Alabama, nex t the Department of the 
South, comprising the same sta.tes with South Cl.Lro
lina and Florida, and from 1vIarch, 1809, till his 
death, he was at. the head of the military Jivitiion 
of the At.liLiltic again. fl e received the degree of 
LL. D: from ilal'l'l1,rd in 1865, a.nd was a member 
of the American philosophical society, of the Penn
syl vania ldstorieal society, lind of the Philadel
phia. acndemy of na.t ural sciences, and one of the 
commissioners of Fa.irmount pnrk. His death was 
ca.used by pneulllonia, aggl'l1vuted by complications 
resulting from the glln-shot wound t.ha t he had 
receiyed at New Marl,et Cross-Roads. JIe WIIS 

bl1l'ied with imposing militnry honors. An eques
trian statue of Gen. l\lcade, designed by Milne 
Cal dell, was ded icated in Fairmount park, Phila
delphin, on 18 Oct.,1887. The allegation that Ge.n. 
Mea.de planned a. retreat on the second day at 
Gettysburg is controverted in a pamphlet by 
George Meade, entitled" Did General Meade desire 
to retreat nt the Ba.ttle of Gcttysburg'" (Phila
delphia, 1883).-Another son of Richard Worsam, 
ltichard WorSllm, nHva I officer, b. in Cadiz, 
Spain, in 1807; d. in New York cit.v, 16 April, 
ltl70, entered the U. S. nuvyas a. miJshipma.ll on 
1 April, 1826, ancl pas~ed that gmde on 14 June, 
1834. H e became 1\. lieutenant on the reserved list, 
20 Dec., 1837, commander 0 11 the active list, 14 Sept., 
1855, and capta in 011 16 J lily, 1862. In 1861 he 
took command of the recciving-ship ., North Oaro
lina," which vessel he greatly improyed, and in 
1864 he commanded the' steam sloop-oI-war "San 
.Jacinto," which WilS IVl'ecked a.nrl lost. on onc of 
the Florida reefs. H e was retired with the rank 
of commodore on 11 Dec., 1867. - The second 
l~icha.rd Worsalll 's son, Ricllltrd WorsRIll, naval 
officer, b. in New York city, 9 Oct., 1837, entered 
the U. S. nllvy us a midshipman,2 Oct., 1850, passed 
that gmde, 20 June, 1856, bccame a lieutenant, 23 
J an., 1858, licutenant-comll1'1l1der, 16 JlIly, 1862, 
eOllllllnnder, 20 Sept., 1868, and captain, 13 lIiarch, 
1880. He served dnl'ing t he civil Wtt\' on the 
Mississippi I'iyer, amI in t he South Atla.ntic and 
Westel'll Gull blockadin~ sq uad rons, being highly 
cOlUmended in the otfi CIH I despatches for "skill 
lind ga.llanb·y." - GeOl'ge Gordon's son, George, 
b. ill Philadelphia, 2 Nov .. 1843, was edutateel in 
Philudelphia, and in September, 1862, enlisted as a 
private in the 8th Pelll1sylvania mili tia regimen t, 
a.nd served in the rant{s during the Antietam cam
paign, aft.er which he was honorably discharged. 
In Oetober he was appointed 2d lieutenant in the 
6th Pennsyl v,.nia cava.lry (Rnsh's laneers), a.nd 
served in the Army of lhe Pot.oll)ac in the Ihec1
ericksburg c~unr'lign, and in Gen. Stoneman's 
c!wa.h·y mid of A/)ril and May, 1863. He was pro
nlOteel to the ran (of captuin a,nd aide-de-camp in 
June, 1863, and appointed to the statr of his futhel" 
who then commanded the 5th corps, ArlDY of the 
Potomac, and he sel'l'ed eontinnously on the sta,jf 
until the slirrendeI' of Gell. Lee. In November, 
1865, he was appointed IL 2d lieut.enant in the 9th 
U. S. infantr)" and in J nly, 1866, promoted to a 
cILpta.incy in the 31st infan t ry. Upon the consoli
dntion of the arm y in 1869 he WllS transferred to 
t.he 22d infantr)', I),fter being brel'etted major and 
lieu tenant-colonel , U. S. A., for gallant and meri
torious services during the civil wflr. He con
t inued on the .statI of Gen. Meade most of t.he time 
nnW the death of the genem!. lind resigned from 
the urmy in October, 1874. Col. Meade WII S the only 
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Military History.-Cadet fit the U. S. Military Academy from Sep. 1, 
1831, to July 1, 1835, when he was graduated !I.lld promoted in the Army to 

BVT. SECOND LIEUT., 3D AnTILLERY, JULY 1, 1835. 
Served: in the Florida War against the Seminole Indians, 1835- 36; and on 

(SECOND LIEUT., 3D ARTILLERY, DEC. 31, 1835) 
Ordnance duty, July 11, 1886, to Oct. 26, 1836. 

RESIGNED, OCT. 26, 1836. 

Civil History.--Asst. Engineer in the service of the United SIDtes, on 
Survey of the Delta of the Mississippi, 1837- 38,-of Texils Boundary, 
1838-40,-and of North-eastern Boundary of the United States, 1840- 42. 

Military History.- Re-appointed in the U. S. Army with the mnk of 
SECOND LIEUT., Top. ENGlNEEHS, MAY 19, 1842. 

Served: as Asst. Top. Engineer on Survey of the North-ellStern Boundary 
Line between the United States and Brit.ish Pl"Ovince~, 1842-43, - and in Dela
ware Bay, 1844-45; in Milital'y Occupation of Texas, 1845- 46; in the War 
with Mexico, 1846-47, being engaged in the Battle of Palo Alto, May 8, 1846,

Bl1ttle of Resaca de In Palma, May 9, 1846, - Battle of Monterey, Sep. 21-23, 


(BVT. FIRST LIEUT., SEP. 23, 1846, FOR GALL.\NT CONDUCT IN THE 

SEVERAL CONFLICTS AT MONTEREY, :llfEx.) 


1846,-and Siege of Vera Cruz, May 9-29, Hl47; in the construction of Light

houses in Delaware Bay, and mapping surveys of Florida Reefs, 1847-49; in 

Florida Hostilities against the Seminole Indians, 1849-50; in construction of 

Light-houses in Delaware Bay, 1850-51,-and of Iron Screw-pile Light-house 


(FIRST LIEUT., Top. ENGINEERS, AUG. 4, 1851) 

on Carysfort Reef, Fla., 1851- 52, and on Sand Key, Fla., 1852- 56; and on 


(CAP'rAlN, Top. ENGlNEEllS, MAy 19, 1856, FOR FOURTEE..'1 YUBS' 

CONTINUOUS SERVICE) 

Geodetic Survey of the North-western Lakes, 1856,-and in charge of all the 
Northern Lake Surveys, 1857-61. 

Served during the Rebellion of the Seceding States, 1861- 66: in command 
(BmG.-GENERAL, U. S. VOLUNTEERS, AUG. 31, 1861) 

of brigade of "Pennsylvania Reserve Corps," on the right of the lines before 
'Washington, D. C., Aug. 31, 1861, to June 9, 1862, being present at the Action 
of Dranesville, Va., Dec. 20, 1861: in the Virginia Peninsular Campaign, 
June, 1862, being engaged in the Battle of Mechanic~ville, June 26, 1862,

(:Il'uJon, Top. ENGINEERS, JUNE 18, 1862: CORPS OF ENGL-.EERS, :11m. 3, 1863) 
Battle of Gaines' Mill, June 27, 1862,-and Battle of Glendale, June 30, 1862, 
where he was severely wounded; on sick leave of absence, disabled by wound, 
July-Aug., 1862; in Northern Virginia Campaign, Aug.-Sep., 1862, being en
gaged in the Battle of Manassas, Aug. 29-30, 1862; in command of division, 1st 
Corps, except Sep. 17-29,1862, while temporarily commanding Corps (Army of 
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the Potomac}, in the Maryland Campaign, Sep.- Nov. , 1862, being engaged in the 
(MAJOn-GENERAL, U. S. VOLUNTEERS, Nov. 29, 1862, TO AUG. 18, 18(4) 

Battle of South Mountain, Sep. 14, 1862, -Battle of Autiet.un, Sep. 16-17, 1862,
and pursuit of the enemy, and march to P'1lmouth, Va., Oct.-Nov., 1862; in 
command of divi~ion, 1st Corps, Dec., 1862, and of 5th Corps, Dec. 25, 1862, 
to June 28,1863 (Army of the Potomac), in the Rappahannock Campaign, being 
engaged in the Battle of Predericksburg, Dec. 13, 1862, - and Battle of Chan
cellorsville, May 2-4, 1863; in command of the Army of the Potomac, June 28, 
18G3, to July I, 1865; in the Pennsylvania U,tmpaign, commanding the Army 
of the Potomac, June--July, 1863, being engaged in the Battle. of Gettysburg,· 
July 1- 3, 1863,-and pursnit of the enemy to Warrenton, Va., July, 18G3; in 

(BRIG.-GENERAL, U. S. ARMY, JULY 3, 18(3) 
the Rapidan Campaign, commanding the Army of the Potomac, which was en
gaged in the Combat of Bristoe Station, Oct. 14, 1863,--Actions at Kelley's 
Ford nnd Combat of Ra.ppahannock St.ation, Nov. 7, 1863,-and Mine Run 
Operations, Nov. 26 to Dec. 3, 1863; in the Richmond . Campaign (!lIny 4, 
1864, to Apr. 9, 1865), commanding the Army of the Potomac; which was 
engllged in the Battle of the Wildemess, May 5-G, 1864, - Battles about Spott
sylvania, May 8-20, 1864,- Battles of North Anna, Mlty 23 -26, 1864,-Combat 
of Tolopotomy, May 29, 1864,-Combat of Bethesda Church, l\ilIy 30, 1864,
Battle of Coal Harbor, June 1-3, 1864,-Assaults on Petersburg, June 16- 18, 
1864,-Movement and Action on Jerusalem Road, June 22, 1864, - Petersburg, 
Mine Assault, July 30, 1864, - Actions for the Occupation of the Weldon Rail

'road, Aug. 18- 25, 1864,-Reconnoissance and Combat of Peeble'sParm, Sep. 30, 
(MAJOR-GENERAl_, U. S. ARMY, AUG. 18, 1864) 

186l,-Movement and Action on BoycUown Road, Oct. 27- 28, 1864,-Com
bat of Hatcher's Run, Peb. 5-6, 18G5, --Combat of Ft. Steadman, JliIar. 25, 
1865,-Assault and Capture of Petersburg, MH.r. 29-Apr. 2, 1865, whic.h had 
been besieged since June 18, 1864, - Pursuit of Rebel Army, Apr. 3-9, 1865,
Battle of Sailor's Creek, Apr. 6, 1865, - and Capitulation of Generul Lee with 
the Army of Northem Vil'ginia, at Appomattox C. H., Apr. 9, 1865; and in 
comma.ncl of the Military Division of the Athmtic (embracing the Atla.ntic 
States to include South Cltrolilla), July 1, 1865, to Aug. G, 1866,-and Depart
ment of the East, headquarters, PhihtdelplIia, Pa., Aug. 6, 1866, to ; 
as President of Board for Retil~l1g Disabled Officers, Nov. 27, 1865, to 

,- of Board to make recommendations for Brevets to the grade 
of general officers, Mar. 14- 24, 1866,-and of Board to select depots for Al'my 
Clothing in New York city, Mal'. 15, 1867, to 

Civil History.- Degree of LL. D., confelTed by Harvard College, Mas., 
1865. Member of Historical Society of Pennsylvania, 1863. Member of 
Philadelphia Academy of Natural Sciences, 1865 .. 



Meade, George G., major-general, was born at Cadiz, Spain, during 
the consulship of his father at that port, in 1815. At an early age he was 
sent to the boys' school in Washington, D. c., at that time kept by Salmon 
P. Chase, afterward chief-justice of the United States supreme court. 
Subsequently he attended the military academy near Philadelphia, and, 
in 1831, entered the academy at West Point, whence he graduated in 
1835, as brevet second lieutenant of the 3d artillery. The same year he 
was made second lieutenant, and served in Florida in the Seminole war. 
The state of his health induced him to resign his commission in 1836, and 
he became a civil engineer; but, in 1842, he again entered the army, as 
second lieutenant in the corps of topographical engineers, and in that ca
pacity served in the Mexican war. During this campaign he was at
tached to the staff of Gen. Taylor, and afterward to that of Gen. Scott, 
distinguishing himself at Palo Alto and Monterey, and receiving, as an 



acknowledgment of his gallantry, a brevet of first lieutenant, dated Sept. 
23, IS46, and also upon his return to Philadelphia, a splendid sword from 
his townsmen. During the interim between the Mexican war and the 
Civil war, having been promoted to a fulI first lieutenancy in Aug., ISS1, 
and to a captaincy of engineers in IVIay, ISs5, he was engaged in the par
ticular duties of his department, more especially in the survey of the 
northern lakes; but upon the call of the government for men in 1861, 
he was ordered to report at Washington, and upon the organization of the 
Pennsylvania reserve corps, was made a brigadier-general of volunteers 
and assigned the command of the 2nd brigade, his commission dating 
Aug. 31, IS61. During the Seven Days' battles Gen. Meade was severely 
wounded, but soon recovered and, in Sept., IS62, took command of a 
division in Reynolds' 1st army corps, which he conducted with great 
skill and bravery during the Maryland campaign. At Antietam, when 
Gen. Hooker was wounded, Gen. Meade was placed in command of the 
corps and fought bravely the remainder of the day, receiving a slight 
wound and having two horses killed under him. He re.ceived the appoint
ment of major-general of volunteers on Nov. 29, and took part in the bat
tle of Fredericksburg, displaying courage and coolness during the engage
ment. In June, 1863, when Lee was advancing up the Shenandoah val
ley to invade Maryland and Pennsylvania, Gen. Meade was suddenly and 
unexpectedly called to succeed Gen. Hooker in the command of the Army 
of the Potomac, and he displayed masterly ability throughout the three 
days' battle of Gettysburg. Following this engagement, about July IS, 
he moved his army across the Potomac into Virginia, where he had sev
eral skirmishes with the enemy in October and November, and he was 
in command of the Army of the Potomac during the operations against 
Richmond in 1864. On June IS, 1862, Gen. Meade was promoted to the 
rank of major of engineers in the regular army, and on July 3, 1863, was 
advanced by the several grades of lieutenant-colonel and colonel to the 
brigadier-generalship in the regular army. During the session of IS63-64 
he received the thanks of Congress, and was on Feb. I , 1865, promoted a 
major-general in the regular army, his commission dating from Aug. IS, 
1864. In the reconstruction of the military divisions after the war, Gen. 
Meade was given the command 'of the division of the Atlantic, with head
quarters at Philadelphia, where he resided in the house presented to his 
wife by his fellow-citizens, in grateful recognition of his eminent services. 
He died at this residence in Philadelphia, Nov. 6, 1872. 



Meade, Geol'ge G.* [Born in Spain. Appointed from Penn.] 
Brevet 2nd Lient. 3rd Artillery,l July, 1835. 2nd Lieut., 31 Dec., 1835. Resigned 

26 Oct., 1836. 2nd Lieut. Topographical Engineers, 19 May, 1842. 1st Lieut., 
4 Aug., 1851. Captain, 19 May, 1856. Major,18 June, 1862. Brigadier Genl. 
Vols., 31 Aug., 1861. Major Genl. Vols., 29 Nov.,1862. Brigadier Genl. U. S. 
A., 3 July, 1863. lIiajor Genl. U. S. A., 18 Aug., 1864. Died 6 Nov., 1872. 
Brevet Bank :-Brevet 1st Lieut., 23 Sept., 1846, for gallant conduct in the sev
eral conflicts at Monterey, Mexico. 


