~lcLA WS, Laf'a:yctte, solciier, b. in Augnsta,
Ga., 15 Jan., 1821. After studying one yen.!' in the
University of Virginift, he was appointed to the
U. S. military academy, where he was graduated .
in 1842. He was sta.tioned for some time in In
dian territory, and in 1846 joined Gen. Zachary
Taylor's army of occupation at Cor~ns Christi,
and was engaged in the defence of }< ort Brown,
the battle of Monterey. and the siege of Vem Cruz.
His health ff~iling. he return ed to the United
States 011 recruiting duty, a.nd after the peace was
assistant adjutant-general in t he Depa.rtment of
New Mexico for two yea.l's. He wa.s promoted cn.pl'!lin
of infa.ntry on 24 Aug., 1851, and took part in the
exp('dition of 1858 aga.inst the Mormons, a nd in
the opemtions agaoinst the Na.vajo Indians in
1859-'60. He resigned his commission and offered
his services to his sta.te on its secession f!'Om the
U nion. After the organization of the Confeder

ate army he was appointed colonel of the 10th
Georgia regiment, and on 25 Sept., 1861, was com
missioned as a brigadier-general. He brought;
himself to not.ice by his conduct in an action at Lee's
Mill, was afterward engaged in the retreat to Rich
mond and the bat
tle of Williamsburg,
and, on the 1,IlTival
of t he army at. Rich
mond was' promot
eu major-genera.!, 23
May, 1862. His di
vision was engaged
at Savage's Station
and Malvel'l1 Rill,
and when Gen. Jobn
Pope's arm y retreat
ed it remained for a
time to watch the
movem ents of the
y:> /)/7_ e.,.. / .
...,
National troops at
eX.... . or rt.
~
Harrison's Landing,
bu t afterward joined
the rest of the army near 'W arrenton, anu mal'ched
wi t h it into Maryland. Gen. McLaws was placed
in com mand of corps, and ordered to march on
Harper's Ferry and capture Ma.ryland Heights. A
l'oa,l was built up the side of the mountll:in, by
which cannon were got to the summit, and when
they opened fire Harper's F erry at once SUl'l'en
dered. The troops, who had bee n for sixty hoUl's
under fire and without water on Elk Riuge, halted
a Cew hours in EI!trper's Ferry, and then marcheu
.oil night, andl'eached SharpsbUl'g when the tl'OOpS
of Jackson and Hood were retiring in uisorder,
a nd , driving back the National troops, restored
t he Confederate line. At Fredericksburg hi s men
were posted along the bfLnk of the Rappahannock,
o pposite t.he city, and on Marye's Hill, where, from
a sunken road, they drove back the National
troops. At Chancellorsville hi s division formed
the right wing of the Confederate force. At Get
tysburg his division form ed part of Gen. Jam es
Longstreet's corR-s, which assaulted and drove back
Gen. Daniel R 8ickles's corps and other troops in
the second dfLY'S fight. At the siege of Knoxville
he reluctan t ly' carried out Gen. Longstreet's order
to assault Fort Saunders. and des isted from the
attack when he perceived that success was impos
'Sible. He was subseq uentl y summoned before a
co urt-martinI, whi ch justified hi~ conduct. FTe was
<Jhief in co mmand at Salem Church, where he de
feated Gen. Sedgwick's assault. During Gen. Will
iam T. Sherman 's invasion, i.\'[cI.Jaws co mmanded
the military district of Georgia, conducting the
defence of S!wimnah, and afterward falling bnck
on the line of the Salkehatchie, where he at
tempted to check Gen. Sherman's northward
march and resisted the crossing of the army over
the three bridges successively. FTe comma.nd ed a
division at the battle of Averj'sborough, N. C., 16
March, 1865, and at that of Goldsbol·ough. on 21
March, and then was sent back to Augusta to re
slime cOIl1I11!Lnd of t he district of Georgia, but before
he reached tbnt place Gen. Lee had surrendered,
,md the surrender of Gen. Joseph E. Johnston,
which followed , included his comman d. After t.h e
dose of the war Gen. iVIdJ[\wS engaged in business,
a nd was appointed collector of internal revenue at
Sa.vannah , Ga., in 1875, and postmaster of that
<J!ty in 1876. In November, 1886, he opened a se
nes of lectures by north ern and southern 'military
leaders, that was instituted by the Grand army of
the republic, in Boston, his subject being" The
Maryland Campaign."
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U58 .. (Born G-d..) . . . .. LAFAYETTE McLAWS . . . ... .. (Ap'd Ga.) .. 48
Military History.- Cadet at the U. S. Military Academy from July 1,
1838, to July 1, 1842, when he was graduated and promoted in the Army to
BVT. SECOND LIEUT., 6TH INFANTRY, JULY 1, 1842.
Served: on frontier duty at Ft. Gibson, I. T., 1842-44; in garrison at Pass
(SECOND LIEUT., 7TH INFANTRY, MAR. 16, 1844)
Christian, Mis., 1844, - Baton Rouge, La., 1844--45,-and Ft. Pickens Fla.,
1845; in Military Occupation of Texas, 1845-46; in the War with Mexico,
1846-47, being engaged in the Defense of Ft. Brown, May 3- 9, 1846, - Battle of
Monterey, Sep. 21-23, 1846,- and /,liege of Vera Cruz, Mar. 9-29, 1847; on Re
(FIRST LIEUT., 7TH INFANTRY, FEB. 16, 1847)
cruiting service, 1847··48; in the War with Mexico, 1848, in convoying trains
to the City of Mexico; in garrison at Jefferson Barracks, Mo., 1848, 1849; on
frontier duty at Santa Fe, N. M., 1849-51, - as Acting Asst. Adjutant-General
of the Department of New Mexico, Oct. 23, 1849, to July 19, 1851,-Ft. Gibson,
(CAPTAIN, 7TH INFANTRY, AUG. 24, 1851)
LT., 1852-54,-conducting ReCluits to Ft. Gibson, I. T., 1855,-Ft. Gibson,
I. T., 1855··57,--and Ft. Smith, Ark., 1857-58; in garrison at .Tefferson Bar
racks, Mo., 1~58; on frontier duty on Utah Expediticn, 1858, being engaged
in escorting Mormons to California and protecting emigrants, June 12 to
Oct. 21, 1859, - March to New Mexico, 1860, - Ft. Craig, N. M., 1860, - Ft. De
fiance, N. M., 1860,-and on Navajo Expedition, 1860-61; and on leave of
absence, 1861.
RESIGNED, l\l.UR. 23, 1861.
Joined in the Rebellion of 1861-66 against the United States.

