
lllcDOWELL, Irvin, soldier, b. in Columbus, 
Ohio, 15 Oct., 1818; d. in San Francisco, Ca!., 4 
May, 1885. He received his early education at the 
College of Troyes, in France, and was graduated 
at the U. S. military academy in 1838, bpcoming 
2d lieutenant in the 1st artillery. His first serv­
ice was on the northern frontier· during the Cana­
da border disturbances, in Houlton. Me., pending 
the disputed territory controversy. He returned 
to the academy in 1841, a.nel was assistant instructor 
of infantry tactics anu adjutant until 1845 . . He 
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was then a.ppointed :dtle-tle-cmnp to Gen. John }<::. 
Wool, and became the aeting 11ll j utl1 nt-genernl of 
t ha.t ofliecr 's column on its maxch to Chihunhuu, 
and partic ipatl'd in the batt.le of Buena. Vis ta, 
where for his se.rl' iecs he was brevettecl (,'1pta. in , 
ani:! on 13 i\'lay, 1847, reecived t ha.t rank in the 
adju tant-gc neral's clepmt.ment. Sllb:-0fju ent ly he 
eontillllCll with t he arm)' of oecnpation, and WlI " 

engaged in mus­
Lel'ing out and d is· 
charg ing troops 
un t il 1848. He 
then filled t.he 
of/ke of assistan t 
all.jntunt - genera,1 
in the war depart­
ment in 'Vashino-­
ton, in New York, 
llnd elsewhere, [],t­
taining the rank 
of major on 31 
March. 185G. The 
yea,r 1858- '9 he 
spent on leave in 

Europe,and there­
~ ~ a,fter, un til the be­
, 
g inning of the 

civil war, he was engaged in the duties of the 
adjuta.nt-general's deRaItment in \Vashington and 
as aide-de-camp on Gen, Scot t's staff, serving as 
inspector of t roops. DUl'in g th e ea.rly part of 
I BM he wns oC(lupied in organizing and ITl llS­
tm'ing volunteers into servibe at t he capital; but 
on being made brigadier-general , 14 iVIay, 18Gl, 
he wus a~signed to the corn ma.nd of the Dcpltrt­
mcn L of Nort.henstel'll Virginia, a,nd of the de­
fenccs o t: Washington south of the P ot.omac. On 
29 i\ia.y, 1861, lie was g iven comma.nd of the 
Arm y of t.he Potomac, which eOllsisted of abont 
30,000 men. who, with the exception of 700 or 
800 regula rs, were a.hnost entirely raw reernits, 
With these troops, in response to the puotic de­
mand for some immediate act ion, he was ordered , 
on 16 July. to IIULI'ch against t he Coniedera te 
arm)" posted at Ma,nnssas .Junction uncleI' Gen, 
Beauregard, His plan of campaign hail. becII 
ca refully studied out. nn<1 its principa.\ fea t ul'C 
was to t llrn the enemy's left flank while thi'ea tcn­
illg the f roll t.. which was well posted behind Bull 
Run on an elevation that comma.nded t he entire 
pla,teau. A prelilllillary action, without the au­
thority of Gell . McDowell. t,ook place nt Black­
burn 's IraI'd on the 18th, and rl e"cloped the fnet 
that the Confedera tes were strongly intrenched. 
The Natiollu.l troops, unable to ca.rr)' t he masked 
batteries, fell back to Centreville, where they rested 
during I,he two following days. 011 the morninq 
of the 21st the National arm y crossed the run amI 
sllcceeded in throwing the enemy's left into sneh 
confusion tha,t the presence of Gens. BeaUl'egn rd 
and ,Johnston was necessa.ry to rally t.heir t roops, 
who then re-fo rmed in line on the crest of th e hilL 
A severc st ruggle fo r this position ensucd, and it 
was lost and won three timos, and about three 
o'clock in the a.fternoon it remained in t he control 
of t he National forces. Bnt soon after thn,t honr 
fresh Confederate re - elliorcements arrived and 
completely turned the t ide of baUle. McDowell's 
men , who ha.d been on t hei l' fee t since two o'clock 
iu the lOoming. who had llla. rched tweh'e miles to 
the field and been engaged ill hel1"), fig hting since 
ten o'clock, were now exh ansted by fatigue amI 
want of food and wat er. Unable to 'withstand the 
fierce at tack of fresh troops, they broke 111111 re­
t ired in confusion dowH the hillsille and made n 
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disorderl y retreat to Washington. Thns the first 
g rent battle of the civil war was fonght a.11l1 lost. 
According to GCII. Shcrman," it was one of the 
best-planned batt les. but one of the worst fonght.." 
I-l ea v), lo~sc' of urt ill(' ry and othol' wa r-supplies 
were oxperienced as Lh e soldiers fell back on l he 
eapil n.L Both armies were fairly defea ted, anel 
whichever had stoocl fast the ot.her woulll hayc 
mn, Gen. J ohnston says : " The Confedera tc a rmy 
was man' cli80rganizcd 'by victor), than tha t of t.he 
U nited States by defeat." While the plan was ex­
cellent and had recei" c<l the approval of the com­
manding genera l, still lllueh difficul ty wa,'; expe­
rienced from the faet thaI, th e time of many of Lha 
regiments had ex pired and the mell refu sed posi­
ti" ely to selTe ony longcr, Indeerl, 4,000 mon 
marched to the real' to the sOllml of the enemy's 
g uns, and the defea t of the Kntional troo j.ls WlIS 

due to Confedera te re-enforcements a lTiving under 
Gen, E. Kirby Smith. who were supposed to be 
held in check lw 11 force unclor Gen. Robert Pa tter­
son in the Shena lllloah vallo,' . 

Gen, l\leDowell was then g ivell charge of the 1st 
corps, Army of t.he PotOlllllC, hav ing been supel'­
secled in the chier eOlllmund by Gen. McCl ellan, 
This corps undor his command ,i,us soon aftenyard 
detached frolll t he main arm)' and desig uated as 
the Arm)' of the Huppn.hullnoc-k. Meanwhile he 
was made major-gc!l1el'lll of volun teers on 14 1\1arch, 
18()2. In the summer of 18ti2 there were fO llr in­
dependent conl1lluncls in V irg inia, .Hlcl in quick 
sUllcession the\' were attacked wit.l l sueh fo rce Llw t 
con('cntmtion 'became neces;<ary, anll the A rmy of 
Virginia was formed ullder Gen, John P ope 'and 
the comroand of the 3d corps was g iyen to Gen, 
;\lcDowelL The campaign of northern Vil'gillia, 
followed. amI with his c()mllland he partieipn,tocl 
in the b:1tt1e of Gedar Mounta in, t hc action of 
Happahannock Stat ion, ancl the second b'tttle of 
l'II:111 aSSaS, In the la.t.ter ellgagcment Gen, McDow­
ell tenaeio llsly held his old position on Henry Hill 
until forceu to retire, The campaign ended a t 
t.his poin t, and, beginning wi th the retreat f rom 
Cedar ]\foun tain 0 11 9 A ug" with scarcely a half 
day's in termission, :McDowcll's corps was eiLher 
HUlking forced mnrchcs, many times thl'ongh the 
night and many times withou t food , or was en­
gaged in battle. Though worn out wi th fasting, 
m,.trehin~ and figh t ing, his mon were neither do­
mora.li 7.ell nor disorgani zed, but preserved their 
discipline to the last.. P ublic opinion persisted in 
holdlllg him responsibl e fo r the defea t a t Bull 
Run, alld in consequence no fnr ther field-command 
was intrusted t.o him during the civil w,~r, JIo 
WtlS retired from dut.y in t.he field on 6 Sept., 1862, 
and. regarding this >\ 5 a reflection upon him liS a 
soldier, he asked for a eourt of inquiry, whieh re­
ported" that the interests of the public service do 
not req uire any ftll'tlI er investigation into the con­
dnct of Major-General McDowell." During part 
of 1863 he was presidellt of t he court fo r inycsLi­
ga,ting a lleged cotton-frauds, [l ml Inter he was 
presiden t of the honrd for retiring disabled offi cers. 
On 1 Jul)" 1864, he was plac0d in command of the 
Depa.rt.ment of the Pacific, with headqul1rters in 
Sun F rancisco. and held t1mt office until 27 ,July, 
1805, after which he hud comman d of the DCIJart­
ment of California, until 81 March, 1868. 1\ ca.n­
while he was brevetted major-gen eral in the U, S, 
arm y a,ndlllustered out of t he "olullteer service all 
1 Sept. , 1866. In July, 1868, he was as£igned to 
the command of the Depa rt rn rn t of the East, and 
on 25 No,' ., 1872, was promotecl \'0 major-general. 
Soon after this he succeeded Gen, Geol'ge G. Meade 
as commander of the Divisioll of t he Sout h, amI re­
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mained until 30 June, 1870, after which he re­
turned to San Fmncisco in cha.rge of the Division 
of the Pacific until his retirel1lent on 15 Oct., 1882. 
Gcn. McDowell had g rmtt fondness fo r landscape 
gardening, and during the last years of his life was 
onc of the park commissioners of San F rancisco, in 
which capacity he constructed Il pllrk out of the 
neglected Presidio reservation find laid out drives 
that command fin e views of the Golden Gate. 
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Military History.-Oadet at t.he U. S. i'iIilitury Academy from July I, 
1834, to July I, 1838, when he was graduated and promoted in the Army to 

BVT. SECOND.LIEUT. , 1ST AnTILLERY, JULY I, 1838. 
SECOND LIEUT., 1ST AnTILLERY, JULY 7, 1838. 

Served: on the Northern Frontier, 1838, during Canada Border Disturbances; 
on the Maine Frontier, at Houlton, 1838-40, pending the" Disputed Te1'l'it01'Y" 
controversy; on Recruiting service, 184.0; on Maine Frontier, at Houlton, 
184.0-41, pending the "Disputed Territory" controversy; at the Military 

Academy, 1841-45, as Asst. Instructor of Infantry Tactics, Sep. 4 to Nov. 11, 


(FmsT LIEUT., 1sT ARTILLERY, Om. 7,1842, TO FEB. 22, 1851) 

1841,-and flS Adjutant, Nov. 11, 1841, to Oct. 8, 1845; as Aide-de-Oamp to 

Brig.-General Wool, Oct. 6, 184.5, to May 13, 1847; in the War with Mexico, 

184G-48, in mustering in Volunteers, June-July, 1846,-a8 Acting Asst. Adju­

tant-General of the Anny commanded by Brig.-General Wool, on the march 

for Chihuahua, Aug. 24 t,o Sep. 12, 1846, and Dec. 24, 1846, to Jan. 29, 1847, 

being engaged in the Batt.le of Buena Vista, Feb. 22- 23, 1847,-as Asst. Adju­

(BvT. OArT., FED. 23, 1847, FOR GALLANT AND MERITORIOUS OONDUCT 

IN THE BATTLE OF BUENA VISTA, MEX.) 


tant-General to Brig. -Geneml ,\Vool's division, "Army of Occupation," ~1ay 13, 

(Bn. CAPT. STAFF- ASST. ADJUTANT-GEN., MAY 13, 1847) 


1847, to Dec. 9, 1847, !tnd of the" Army of Occupation," Dec. 9, 1847, to 

Mr.y 22, 1848,-and iu mustering out ami discharging troops, June- July, 1848; 

as Asst. Adjutant-Geneml at the War Department, July, 1848, to June, 1849,.­

at the Headquarters of the Army, New York city, June, 184(), to Jan. 8, 1851,­

of the 2d Military Department, J!m. 8 to May 17, 1851,-of the 6th Military 

Department, June 29, 1851, to Mal'. 31, 1853,-at the He,tdquarters of the 

Al'ln?, New York (lity, May, 1853, to Nov. 1, 1856,- 01' the ·Department of 

'Texl\s, Dec. 11, 1856, to May 27, 1857,-l\lltl at the Headqna.rtel·s of the Army, 


{BYT. MAJOn ST,u·F- AsST. ADJUTA..>;T-GEN., MAn. 31, 1856) 
New York city, June 27, 18;j7, to Nov. 17, 1858; on leave of absence in Europe, 
Nov. 17, 1858, to Nov. 14, 1859; as Asst. Adjutant-Genel1tl, at the Headquar­
ters of the Anuy in New York city, Nov. 14, 1859, to Jan. 11, 1860, - fl.lld of 
t.lre Depa.rtment of Texas, Feb. 6 to Apr. 8, 1860; on leave of absence, Apr. 8, 
1860, to Aug. , 1860: on tour of inspection in Minnesota, Missouri, and Kau­
sas, Sep., 1860, to Feb., 1861; anu in inspecting troops at Washington, D. C., 
Feb. (0 Apr., 1861. . 

Served during the Rebellion of the Seceding States, ] 861-66: in orgMizing 
and mustering D. C. Volunteers into thc service at Washington, D. C., and in 
command of the Capitol, Apr. - May, 1861; in command of the Department of 

(Bmo.-GENERAL, U. S. AmIY, MAY 14, 1861) 
N. E. Virginia, and of the defenses of Washington, south of the Pot~mac, 
May 17- 27, 1861,-and of the Army of the PotOluac, May 27 to July 25, 1861, 
being engaged in the Battle of Bull Run, July 21, 1861; in command of divi­
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sian (Army of the Potomac) in the defenses of Washington, D. C., July 25, 
1861, to Mar. 13, 1862, - of the 1st Corps (Army of the Potomac), Mar. 13 to 

(;\IIAJOR-GENERAL, U. S. VOLUNTEERS, MAR. 14, 1862) 
Aug. 12, 1862,-of the Department and Army of the Rappahannock, Apr. 4 to 
Aug. 12, 1862; in command of 3d Corps (Army of Virginia), Aug. 12 to Sep. 6, 
1862, in the Northern Virginia C,l,mpaign, being engaged in the Battle of 
Cedar Mountain, Aug. 9, UW2,·- Action of Rappahannock Station, Aug. 25, 
1862, - and Battle of Ma,nassas, Aug. 29- 30, 1862; as President of Court for 
investiga,ting alleged cotton frauds, May to July, 1863, - and of Board for reth'ing 
disabled officers, at Wilmington, Del., July 11, 1863, to May 21, 1864; and in 
command of the Department of the Pacific, July 1, 1864, to June 27, 1865,­

(BVT. MAJ.-GENERAL, U. S. ARMY, MAR. 13, 1865, ~'OR GALLANT AND :M:EBI­
Tomous SE1WICES AT THE BATTLE 0]' CEDAR MOUNTAIN, VA.) 

and of the Department of California, June 27, 1865, to 
MUSTERED OUT OF VOLUNTEER SERVICE, SEP, 1, 1866, 



MClJOweH, lrVln, major-general, was Dorn In UnlO, Uct. HS, IlSHS, 
received his early education at the College of Troves in France, and was 
graduated at West Point in 1838, becoming second lieutenant in the 1st 
artillery. He was recalled to the military academy in 1841, and served 
four years, first as assistant instructor in infantry tactics, and afterward 
as adjutant. On the outbreak of the Mexican trouble he was appointed 
aide-de-camp to Gen. John E. Wool, and took a creditable part at the 
battle of Buena Vista in 1847, which earned for him the brevet of cap­
tain. He continued with the army of occupation for a while, and was 
then made assistant adjutant-general in the war department serving in 
Washington, New York, and elsewhere, and attaining the rank of major on 
March 31, 1856. After the Civil war was declared he occupied himself 
in organizing volunteer companies at the capital until he was made brig­
adier-general, May 14, 1861, and assigned to the command of the De­
partment of northeastern Virginia. On May 29 he was transferred to 
the Army of the Potomac, and in such command fought the well-planned 
but unsuccessful battle of the first Bull Run. On March 14, 1862, he was 
made major-general of volunteers, and took part in the engagements of 
Cedar mountain, Rappahannock Station, and the second battle of Manas­
sas, but ill fortune continued to follow him and he was retired from ac­



tive duty on the field, Sept. 6, 1862. On July I, 1864, he was assigned to 
the command of the Department of the Pacific, and on July 27, 1865, 
he was transferred to the Department of California, holding the latter 
office until March 31, 1868. Meanwhile he was mustered out of the vol­
unteer service and received the brevet of maj or-general, U. S. A., Sept. 
I, 1866. In July, 1868, he was assigned to the Department of the East, 
and on Nov. 25, 1872, he was promoted major-general. After this he had 
command of the division of the South until June 30, 1876, and again of 
the Department of the Pacific until his retirement, Oct. 15, 1882. Gen. 
McDowell died in San Francisco Ma 188 . 



McDowell, Irl'ill.* [Born in Ohio. Appointed from Ohio.l 
Brevet 2nd Lieut. 1st Artillery, 1 July, 1838. 2nd Lieut., 7 July, 183~. 1st Lieut., 

7 Oct., 1842. Brevet Captain, 23 Feb., 1847, for gallant and meritorious conduct 
in the Battle of Buena Vista, Mexico. Brevet Captain Asst. Adjt. Genl., 13 
May,1847. Brevet Major Asst. Adjt. Genl.,31 March,1856. Brigadier Gent. , 
14 May, 1861. Major Genl. Vols., 14 March, 1862. Brevet Major Gent., 13 
March, 1865, for gallant and meritDriou8 service in the Battle of Cedar Moun­
tain, Va. Mustered out of Volunteer service, 1 Sept., 1866. Major General U. 
S. A ., 25 Nov., 1872. 




