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I,incecum was an enthusiast in natural history, a 
regular corresponuent of Charles Darwin, Alexan­
der von Humboldt, Louis Agassiz, and other natu­
ralists in this country and abroad, and 11 member 
of numerous scientific societies, to whose publica­
tions notably those of the Smithsonian institu­
tion 'the Frmiklin institute, and the Essex institute, 
Mas~. he contributed valuable p!tpers. To the 
latter'institution he gave a collection representing 
forty-eight dilIerent f~milics of ants ~nd bl~tter­
flies and to the J ardm des plantes 111 ParIs he 
sent'specimens of all the flora of Texas. Among 
his published papers is It valuable monograph on 
the red ant to the study of which he devoted 
fourteen ye~rs. He wrote several works, which 
remain unpublished. 'l'hese include "Traditions 
of the Choctaw Indians," among whom he lived 
for many years, ,; Medical History of the Southern 
United States," and an autobiography, now in the 
possession of his daughter.. . 

LINCOLN,Abrabam,slxteenth prcsldentof the 

United States, b. in H~rdin county, Ky., 12 Feb., 

1809; d. in Washington, D. q., 15 Apri~, 1865. 

His earliest ancestor in Amenca seems to haye 

been Samucl Lincoln, of Norwich, England, who 

settled in Hingham, :Mass., where he died, leav. 


ing a son, Mordecai, 

whose son of the 

same name removed 
to Monmouth, N; J., 
and thence to Berks 
county, Pa., dying 
there in 1735. He 
was a man of some 
propcrty, which at 
his death was divid­
ed among his sons 
and daughters, one 
of whom, John Lin­
coln, haying dis­
posed of his la,nel in 
Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey, estab­
lished himself in 
Rockingham coun­
ty, Va. The records 
of that county show~. that he was pos­
sessed of a valuable 

estate, which was divided among five sons, one of 
whom, named Abraham, emigrated to Kentucky 
about 1780. At this time Daniel 1300ne was en­
gaged in those labors and exploits in the new coun­
try of Kentucky that have rendered his name illus­
trious; and there is no doubt that Abraham Lin­
coln was induced by his friendship for Boone to 
give up what seems to have been an assured social 
position in Virginia and take his family to share 
with him the risks and hardships of life in the new 
territory. The families of Boone and Lincoln had 
been closely allicd for many yea,l·s. Several mar­
riages had taken place between them, and their 
names occur in each other's wills as friends and 
executors. The pioneer Lincoln, who took with 
him what for the time and place was a sufficient 
provision in money, the result of the sale of his 
pl.·operty in Virginia, acquired by means of cash 
and land-warrants a large estate in Kentucky, as 
is shown by the records of Jefferson a,nd Camp­
bell counties. About 1784 he was killed by In­
dians while working with his three sons-Mor­
decai, Josiah, and Thomas-in clearing the forest. 
His widow removed after his death to Washington 
county, and there brought up her family. The 
two elder sons became reputable citizens, and the 

VOL. 1lI.-46 

two daughters married in a decent condition 01 
life. Thomas, the y01!''lgest son, seems to have 
bcen below the average of the family in enterprise 
and other qualities that; cOllllIHtnd success. He 
learned the trade of a carpenter, and mal'l'ied, 12 
June, 180G, Nalley 1lanks, a niece of the man with 
whom hc learned his trade. She is represented, by 
those who knew her at the time of her marriage, 
as a handsome young woman of twenty-three, of 
appearance and intellect superior to her lowly for­
tunes. The young couple began housekeeping with 
little means. Three children were born to them; 
the first, a girl, who grew to maturity, married, and 
died, leaving no children; the third a boy, who 
died in infancy; the second was Abraham Lincoln. 
Thomas Lincoln remained ill Kentucky until 1816, 
when he resolved to remove to the still newer 
country of Indiana, and settled in a rich and fertile 
forest country Ileal' Little Pigeon creek, not far 

I distant from the Ohio river. The family suffered 
from diseases incident to pioneer life, and Mrs. 
Lincoln died in 1818 at the age of thirty-five. 
Thomas Lincoln, while on a visit to Kentucky, 
married a worthy, industrious, and intelligent 
widow named Sarah Bush Johnston. She was a 
woman of admirable order and system in her 
habits, and brought to thc home of the pioneer in 
the Indiana timber many of the comforts of civil­
ized life. The neighborhood was one of the 
roughest. The president once said of it: "It was 
a wild region, with many bears and other wild 
animals still in the woods, and there were some 
schools, so called; but no qualification was ever 
required of a tea,cher beyond readin', writin', and 
cipherin' to the rule of three. If a straggler sup­
posed to understand Latin happened to sojourn in 
the neighborhood, he was luoked upon as a wizard. 
There was absolutely nothing to excite ambition 
for education." But in spite of this the boy 
Abraham made the best use of the limited oppor­
tunities (l,fforded him, and leamed all that the 
half-educated baekwoods teachers could impart; 
and besides this he re!~d over and over all the books 
he could find. He practised constantly the rules 
of arithmetic, which he had acquired at school, 
and began, even in his early childhood, to put in 
writing his recollections of what he had read and 
his impressions of what he saw about him. By 
the time he was nineteen years of age he had ac­
quired a remarkably clear and serviceable hand­
writing, and showed sufficient business capacity to 
be intrusted with a ca,rgo of farm products, which 
he took to New Orleans and sold. In 1830 his father 
emigrated once more, to Macon county, Ill. Lin­
coln had by this time attained his extraordinary 
stature of six feet four inches, and with it enormous 
muscular strength, which was at once put at the 
disposal of his father in building his cabin, clear­
ing the field, and splitting from the walnut forests, 
which were plentiful in that county, the rails with 
which the farm was fenced. Thomas Lincoln, 
however, soon deserted this new home, his last 
migration being to Goose Nest Prairie, in Coles 
county, where he died in 1851, seventy-three years 
of age. In his last days he was tenderly cared for 
by his son . 

. Abraham Lincoln left his father's house as soon 
as the farm was fenced and cleared, hired himself 
to a man named Denton Offutt, in Sangamon 
county, assisted him to build a flat-boat, accom­
panied him to New Orleans on a trading voyage, 
and returned with him to New Salem, in Menard 
county, where Offutt opened a store for the sale of 
general merchandise. Little was accomplished in 
this way, and Lincoln employed his too abundant 
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lelsnre in constant reading and study. He learned 
during this time the elements of English grammar, 
!LIlU maue a beginning ir the study of surveying 
alld the prirwiples of law. But the next year an 
Indian wn.r began, occasioned by the retul'll of 
Black Hawk with his bands of Sacs and "B'oxes 
from Iown to Illinois. IJincoln voluntecred in a 
company raiscd in Sangamon county, and was im­
melliHtely eleetcd captaiu. His company was or­
ganized at Richland on 21 April, 1832; but his 
service ill command of it was brief, for it was 
mustered out on 27 May. Lincoln immediately 
l'e-enlisted as a pl'ivate, and scrved for sevent! 
wceks in that capacity, being finally mustered out 
on 16 June, 18132, by Lieut. Robert Anderson, who 
afterward commanded Fort Sumter at thc begin­
ning of the civil war. He retnl'lled home and be~_an 
a hasty canvass for election to the legislature. .tlis 
name had been annonIIced in the spring before his 
enlistment; but now only ten days were left before 
the election, which took place in August. In spite 
of these disadvantages, he made a good race and 
was faJ' from the foot of the poll. Although he 
was defeated, he gained the almost unanimous 
vote of his own neighborhood, Ncw Salem giving 
him 277 votes !Lgainst 3. He now began to look 
about him for employment, and for a time thonght 
seriously of lcarning the trade of a blacksmith; but 
an 0ppOl·tuuiLy prcsented itself to b\ly the only store 
in the settlement, which he did, giving his notes for 
thc whole amollnt in 1-01ved. He was associated with 
an idle and dissolute partner, and thc busincss soon 
went to vreck, leaving Lincoln burdencd with a 
dcbt which it required several years of frugality and 
industry for him to meet; but it was finally paid 
in full. After this faiilee he deyoted himself with 
the greatest earnestness and industry to the study 
of law. He was appointed postml1stel' of New Sa­
lem in 1833, an otIice which he held for three years. 
The emoluments of the place were very slight, but it 
gavc him opportunities for reading. At the same 
time he was appoIntcd deputy to John Calhoun, the 
county surveyor, and, his modcst wants being sup­
plied by these two fllIlctions, hc gave his remaining 
leisure unrcservedly to the study of law and politics. 
He was a candidatc for the legislature in August, 
1834, and was elected this time at the head of the 
list. Hc wasore-elected in 1836,1838, and 1840, af­
ter which he declined fnrther election. Afterenter­
ing the Icgislature he did not return to New Salem, 
bllt, having by this timc attained some proficiency 
in the law, he removed to Springfield, where he 
went into partnership with John '1'. Stuart, whose 
acquaintance he had begun in the Black Hawk 
war !tI1d continued at Vandalia. He took rank 
from the first among thc leading members of the 
lcgislitture. He was instrumental in having the 
state capital removed from Vandalia t.o Springfield, 
nnd during his eight years of service his ability, 
industl'Y, and weight of character' gained him such 
standing among' his associates that in his lust two 
terms he was the candidate of his party for thc 
spe!Lkel'ship of the house of representatives. In 
1846 he was elected tu congress, his opponent being 
the Hev. Peter Cartwright. The most important 
congressional meaSllre with which his name was 
!Lssociated dUl'ing his single terlll of service was a 
scheme for the emancipation of the slaves in the 
District of Columbia. which in the prelTuiling tem­
per of the time was refused consideration by con­
gress. He was not a candidate for re-election, but 
fOI' the first and only time in his life he applicd for 
an executive appointmcnt, the commissionership 
of the geneml lalld-officc. The place was given to 
another IUnn, but PI'esidcnt Taylor's adrninistra­

tion offered lVIr. Lincoln the govemorship of the 
tcrritory of Oregon, which he declincd. 

Mr. Lincoln had by this time bccome the most 
influential exponent of the principles of the Whig 
party ill Illinois, and his services were in request 
in every carnpaign. After his return from con­
gress he devoted himself with great assiduity and 
success to the practice of .law, and speedily gained 
a commanding position at the bar. As he says 
himself, he was losing his interest in politics when 
the repeal of the Missouri compromise aroused him 
again. The profound agit!Ltion of the question of 
slavery, which in 1854 followed the repeal of the 
Missouri compromise, awakened all the energies of 
Lincoln's n,.ture. He regarded this act, in which 
Senator Douglas was the most prominent agent of 
the reactionary party, as a gross breach of faith, 
and began at once a series of earnest political 
discllssion3 which immediately placed him at the 
head of the party that, not only in Illinois but 
thronghout the west, was speedily formed to pro­
test against and oppose thc throwing open of the 
territories to the encroachments of slayery. The 
legislature elected in Illinois in the heat of this 
discussion contained 1.1 majority of members op­
po~ed to the policy of Douglas. The duty of select­
ing a senator in place of Gen. Shields, whose term 
was closing, devolved upon this legislature, and 
Mr. Lincoln was the unanimous choice of the Whig 
members. But they did not eommand a clear ma­
jority of the legislature. There were four mem­
bers of Democratic antecedents who, while they 
were ardently opposed to the extension of slavery, 
were not willing to cast their votes fur a Whig 
candidate, and !Ldhered tenaciously through several 
ballots to Lyman Trumbuil, a Democrat of their 
own way of thinking. Lincoln, fearing that this 
dissension among the anti-slavery men might re­
sult in the election of a snpporter of Douglas, urged 
his friends to go ovcr in a body to the support of 
Trumbull, and his influence was sufficient to ac­
complish this result. Trumbull was elected, and 
for many years served the Republican cause in the 
senate with ability and zeal. 

As soon as the Republican part.y became fully 
organizcd in the nation, embracing in its ranks 
the anti-slavery members of the old Whig and 
Democratic pai-ties, 1\11'. Lincoln, by general con­
sent, took his place at the head of the party in 
Illinois; and when, in 1858, Senator Douglas sought 
a re-election to the senate, the Republicans with 
one voice selected Mr. IJincoln as his !Lntagonist. 
He had already made several speeches of remark­
abl(;1 eloquence and power against the pro-slav­
ery reaction of which the N ebraslm bill was the 
significant beginning, and when MI'. Douglas re­
turned to Illinois to begin his canvass for the 
senate, he was challenged by Mr. Lincoln to a 
series of joint discussioIls. The challenge was ac­
cepted, and the most remarkable oratorical combat 
the state has ever witnessed took place between 
them during the summer. Mr. Douglns defended 
his thesis of non-intcrvention with sl!Lvery in the 
territories (the doctrine known as" popular sover­
eignty," and derided as "squatter sovereignty") 
with rem!Lrkable adroitness !Lnd encrgy. The 
ground that Mr. Lincoln took was higher and 
bolder than had yet been assumed by any Ameri­
can statesman of his time. In the brief and sen­
tentious speech in which he accepted the champion­
ship of his party, beforc the Republican convention 
of 16 June, 1858, he uttered the following pregnant 
and prophetic words: "A house diyided against 
itself cannot stand. I believe this government can­
not endure permnnently half slave and half free, 
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I do not expect the Union to be dissolved; I do 
not expect the house to fall; but I do expect that 
it will cease to be divided. It will become all the 
one thing or all the other. Either the opponents 
of slavery will arrest the further spread of it and 
place it where the public mind shall rest in the be­
lief that it is in course of ultimate extinction, or 
its advocates will push it forward until it shall be­
come alike lawful in all the states, old as well as 
new, north as well as south." This bold utterance 
excited the fears of his timid friends, and laid him 
open to the hackneyed and conventional attacks of 
the supporters of slavery; but throughout the con­
test, while he did not for an instant lower this 
lofty tone of opposition to slavery and hope of its 
extinction, he refused to be crowded by the fears of 
his friends or the denunciations of his enemies away 
from the strictly constitutional ground upon which 
his opposition was made. The debates between 
him and Senator Douglas aroused extraordinary 
interest throughout the state and the country. The 
men were perhaps equally matched in oratorical 
ability and adroitness in debate, but Lincoln's su­
periority in moral insight, and especiaUy in far­
seeing political sagacity, soon became apparent. 
The most important and significant of the debates 
was that which took place at Freeport. :Mr. Doug­
las had previously asked :Mr. Lincoln a series of 
questions intended to embarrass him, which Lin­
coln without the slightest reserve answered by a 
categorical yes or no. At Freeport, Lincoln. tak­
ing his turn, inquired of Douglas whether the peo­
ple of a territory could in any lawful way, against 
the wish of any citizen of the United States, ex­
clude slavery from its limits prior to the formation 
of a state constitution. By his reply, intimating 
that slavery might be excluded by unfriendly ter­
ritorial legislation, Douglas gained a momentary 
advantage in the anti-slavery region in which he 
spoke, but dealt a fatal blow to his popularity in 
the south,' the result of which was seen two years 
afterward at the Charleston convention. The 
ground assumed by Senator Douglas was, in fact, 
utterly untenable, and Lincoln showed this in one 
of his terse sentences. "Judge Douglas holds," he 
said, "that a thing may lawfully be driven away 
from a place where it has a lawful right to go." 

This debate established the reputation of Mr. 
Lincoln as one of the leading orators of the Repub­
lican party of the Union, and a speech that he de­
livered at Cooper Institute, in New York, on 27 
Feb., 1860, in which he showed that the-'ti-nbroken 
record of the founders of the republic was in favor 
of the restriction of slavery and against its exten­
sion, widened and confirmed his repu tation ; so that 
when the Republican convention came together in 
Chicago in May, 1860, he was nominated for the 
presidency on the third haUot, over William H. 
Seward, \vho was his principal competitor. The 
Democratic convention, which met in Charleston, 
S~ C., broke up after numerous fruitless ballotings, 
and divided into two sections. The southern half, 
un'able to trust Mr. Douglas with the interests of 
slavery after his Freeport speech, first adjourned 
to Richmond, but again joined the other half at 
Baltimore, where a second disruption took place, 
after which the southern half -nominated John C. 
Breckinridge, of Kentucky, and the northern por­
tion nominated !\Ir. Douglas. John Bell, of Ten­
nessee, was nominated by the so-culled Constitu­
tional Union party. Lincoln, therefore, supported 
by the entire anti-slavery sentiment of the north, 
gained an easy victory over the three other parties. 
The election took place on 6 Nov., and when the 
electoral college cast their votes Lincoln was found 

to have 180, Breckinridge 72, Bell 39, and Doug­
las 12. 'l'he popular vote stood: for Lincoln, 1,866­
462; for Douglas, 1,375,157; for Breckinridge, 
847,953; for Bell, 590,631. 

The' extreme partisans of slavery had not even 
waited for the election of Lincoln, to begin their 
preparations for an insurrection, and as soon as the 
result was declared a movement for separation was 
begun in South Carolina, and it carried along with 
her the states of Georp,:ia, Alabama, Florida, Missis­
sippi, Louisiana, and Texas. A provisional govern­
ment, styled the" Confederate States .of America," 
of which Jefferson Davis, of Mississippi, was made 
president, was promptly organized, and seized, with 
few exceptions, all the posts, arsenals, and public 
property of the United States within their limits. 
Confronted by this extraordinary crisis, Mr. Lin­
coln kept his own counsel, and made no public ex­
pression of his intentions or his policy until he was 
inaugurated on 4 March, 1861. 

He called about him a cabinet of the most promi­
nent members of the anti-slavery parties of the 
nation, giving no preference to any special faction. 
His secretary of state was William H,. Seward, of 
New York, who had been his principal rival for 
the nomination, and whose eminence and abili­
ties designated him as the leading member of the 
administration; the secretary of the treasury was 
Salmon P. Chase, of Ohio, whose pre-eminence in 
the west was as unquestioned as Seward's in the 
east; of war, Simon Cameron, of Pennsylvania, the 
most influential politician of that state; of the 
navy, Gideon Welles, of Connecticut; of the interior, 
Caleb B. Smit.h, of Indiana: the border slave-states 
were represented in the government by Edward 
Bates, of Missouri, attorney-general, and Montgom­
ery mail', of Maryland, postmaster-general-both of 
them men of great dIstinction of character and 
high standing as lawyers. Seward, Smith, and 
Bates were of Whig antecedents; all the rest of 
Democratic. The cabinet underwent, in the course 
of Mr. Lincoln's term, the following modifications: 
Sec. Chase, after a brilliant administration of the 
finances, resigned in 1864 froin personal reasons, 
and was succeeded by William P. Fessenden, of 
Maine; Sec. Cameron left the war department at the 
close of the 
year1861,and 
was appoint.­
ed minister to 
Russia, and 
his place was 
taken by Ed­
win 1\1. Stan­
ton, a war 
Democrat of 
singular en­
ergy and vig­
or, and equal 
ability and 
devot'ion; Sec. Smith, accepting a judgeship, gave 
way to John P. Usher, of Indiana; Attorney-Gen­
eral Bates resigned in the last year of the' adminis­
tration, and was succeeded hy James ~peed, of Ken­
tuck,;: and Postmaster - General Blair ahout the 
same time gave way to William Dennison, of Ohio. 

In his inaugural address President Lincoln treated 
the acts of secession as a nullity. He declared the 
Union perpetual and inviolate, imc1 announced wit.h 
perfect firmness, though with the greatest moclera­
han of speech and feeling, the intention of the gov­
ernment to maintain its authority and to hold the 
places under its jurisdiction. He made an elabo­
rate and unanswerable argument against the legal­
ity as well as the ju~tice of secession, and further 
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showed, with convincing clearness, that peaceful 
secession was impossible. "Can aliens make trea­
ties," he said, "easier' than friends can make laws f 
Can treaties be more faithfully enforced between 
aliens than laws can among friends? Suppose you 
go to war; you cttnnot fight always, and when, after 
much loss on both sides and no gain on either. you 
cease fighting, the identical old questions as to 
terms of intercourse are again upon you," He 
pleaded for peace in a strain of equal tenderness 
and dignity, and in closing he said: " In your hands, 
my di8satisfied fellow-countrymen, and not in mine, 
is the momentous issue of civil war. The govern­

ment will not 
assail you. You 
ean have no 
conflict with­
out being your­
selves the ag­
gressors. You 
have no oath 
registered in 
heaven to de­
stroy the gov­
ernment, while 
I shall have a 
most solemn 
one to preserve, 
protect, and de­
fend it." 'fhis 
speech pro­
foundly affect­
ed the public 
opinion of the 
north; but in 
the excited 
state of senti­
ment that then 
controlled the 
south it natu­
rally met only 
contempt and 

llefiance in that section. A few weeks later the 
inevitable war began, in an attack upon Fort 
Sumter bv the secessionists of South Carolina 
uncleI' Gel!. G. T. Beauregard, and after a long 
bombardment the fort surrendered on 13 April, 
1861. The president instantly called for a force of 
75,000 three-months' militiamen, and three weeks 
later ordered the enlistment of 64,000 soldiers and 
18,000 seamen for three years. He set on faN a 
blockade of the southern ports, and called congress 
together in special session, choosing for thei'r day of 
meeting the 4th of July. The remaining states of 
the south rapidly arrayed themselves on one side 
or the other; all except Maryland, Kentucky, and 
Missonri were drawn into the secession movement, 
and the western part of Virginia, adhering to the 
Union, under the name of West Virginia, separated 
itself from that ancient commonwealth. 

The first important battle of the war took place at 
Blllll~nn. near Manassas station, Va., 21 July, 1861, 
and resulted in the defeat of the National troops 
under Gen. Irwin McDowell by a somewhat larger 
force of the Confederates under Gens. ,Joseph E. 
.Johnston and Beauregard. Though the loss in 
killed and wounded was not great, and was about 
the same on both sides, the victory was still one 
of the utmost importance for the Confederates, and 
gave them a great increase of prestige on both 
sides of the Atlantic. They were not, however, 
able to pursue their advantage. The summer was 
passed in enlisting, drilling, and eguipping a for­
midable National armv on the banks of the Poto­
mac, which was given in charge of Gen. George B. 

McClellan, a young officer who had distinguished 
himself by a successful campaign in westel'll Vir­
ginia. In spite of the urgency of the government, 
which was increased by the earnestness of t.he peo­
ple and their representatives in congress, Gen. 
l\icClellan made no advance until the spring of 
1862. when Gen. Johnston. in comma.nd of the 
Confederate army, evacuated the position which, 
with about 45,000 men, he had held during the 
autumn and winter against the Army of the Poto­
mac, amounting to about 177,000 effectives. Gen. 
McClellan then transferred his nrmy to the penin­
sula between the James and York rivers. Al­
though there was but a force of 16,000 opposed to 
him when he landed, he spent a month before the 
works at Yorktown, and when he was prepared to 
open fire upon them they were evacuated, and 
Gen. Johnston retreated to the neighborhood of 
Richmond. The battle of Seven Pines, in which 
the Confederates, successful in their first attack, 
were afterward repelled, was fought on 31 May, 
186~. Johnston was wounded, and the command 
devolved upon Gen. Robert E: Lee, who in the 
latter part of June moved out from his position 
before Richmond and attacked McClellan's right 
flank, under Gen. Fitz-John Porter, at Gaines's 
Mills, north of the Uhickahominy. Porter, with 
one corps, resisted the Confederate army all day 
with great gallantry. unassisted by the main a.rmy 
under McClellan, but withdrew in the evening, 

, and McClellan at once began his retreat to the 
James river. Several battles were fought on the 
way, in which the Confederates were checked; 
but the retreat continued until the National army 
reached the James. Taking position nt lVIa.lvern 
Hill, they inflicted a severe defeat upon Gen. Lee, 
but were immediately after withdrawn by Gen. 
McClellan to Hnrrison's Landing. Here, as at 
other times during his career, McClellan labored 
tmder a strange hallucination as to the numbers of 
his enemy. He generally estimated them at not less 
than twice their actual force, and continually re­
proached ,(,he president for not giving him impos­
sible re-enforcements to equal the imaginary num­
bers he thought opposed to him. In point of fact, 
his army was always in excess of that of Johnston 
01' Lee. The continual disasters in the east were 
somewhat compensated by a series of brilliant 
successes in the west. In February, 1862, Gen. 
Ulysses S. Grant had captured the Confederate 
forts Henry and Donelson, thus laying open tbe 
great strategic lines of the Tennessee and Cumber­
land rivers, and, moving southward, had fought 
(6 and 7 April) the battle of Shiloh, with unfayor­
able results on the first day, which were turned to 
a victory on the second with the aiel of Gen. D. C. 
Buell Hnd his army, a battle in which Gen. Albert 
Sidney Johnston was killed and the Confederate 
invasion of Kentucky baffled. Farragut, on 24 
April, had won a brilliant naval victory over the 
twin forts above the mouths of the Mississippi, 
which resulted in the capture of New Orleans and 
the control of the lowcr Mississippi. After Gen. 
111 cClellan's retreat to the James, the president 
visited the army at Harrison's Landing (8 July), 
and, Hfter careful consultations with the corps 
commanders, became convinced thHt in the actual 
disposition of the officers and the troops there 
was no reasonable expectation of a successful 
movement upon H,ichmond by McClellan. An or­
der was therefore issued for the withdrawal of the 
army from the James, and. Gen. Halleck having 
been appointed general-in-chief, Gen. Pope was 
scnt forward from Washington wHh a small force 
to delay the Confederate army under Gen. Lee un­
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til the Army of the Potomac could arrive and be 
concentrated to support him. McClellan's move­
ments, however, were so deliberate, and there was 
such a want of confidence and co-operation on the 
part of his officers toward Gen. Pope, that the 
National army met with a decisive defeat on the 
same battle-field of Bull Run that saw their first 
disaster. Gen. Pope, disheartened by the lack of 
sympathy and support that he discerned among 
the most eminent officers of the Army of the 
Potomac, retreated upon Washington, and Gen. 
McClellan, who seemed to be the only officer under 
whom the army was at the moment willing to 
serve. was placed in command .of it. Gen. IJee, 
elated with his success, crossed the Potomac, but 
was met by the army under McClellan at South 
Mountain and Antietam, and after two days of 
great slaughter Lee retreated into Virginia. 

Presiuen.t Lincoln availed himself of this occa­
sion to give effect to a resolve that had long been 
maturing in his mind in an act the most momen­
tous in its significance and results that the century 
has witnessed. For a year and a half he had been 
subjected to urgent solicitations from the two great 
political part.ies of the country, the one side ap­
pealing to him to take decided measures against 
slavery, and the other imploring him to pursue a 
conservative cOllrse in regard to that institution. 
His deep-rooted detestation of the system of domes­
tic servitude was no secret to anyone; but his rev­
erence for the law, his regard for vested interests, 
and his anxiety to do nothing that should alienate 
any considerable body of the supporters of the 
government, had thus far induced him to pursue a 
middle course between the two extremes. Mean­
while the power of events had compelled a steady 
progress in the direction of emancipation. So early 
as August, 1861, congress had passed an act to 
confiscate the rights of slave-owners in slaves em­
ployed in a manner hostile to the Union, and Gen. 
Fremont had seized the occasion of the passage of 
this act to issue an order to confiscate and eman­
cipate the slaves of rebels ip the state of Missouri. 
President Lincoln, unwilling. in a matter of such 
transcendent importance, to leave the initiative to 
any subordinate, revoked this order, and directed 
Gen. Fremont to modify it so that it should con­
form to the confiscation act of congress. This ex­
cited violent opposition to the president among the 
radical anti-slavery men in :Missouri and elsewhere, 
while it drew upon him the scarcely less embar­
rassing importunities of the conservatives, who 
wished him to take still more decided ground 
against the radicals. On 6 March, 1862, he sent a 
special message to congress inclosing a resolution, 
the passa~e of which he recommended, to offer pe­
cuniary aId from the general government to states 
that should adopt the gradual abolishment of 
slavery. This resolution was promptly passed by 
congress; but in none of the sla\'e-states was 'pub­
lic sentiment sufficiently advanced to permit them 
to avail themselves of it. The next month, how­
ever, congress passed a law emancipating slaves in 
the District of Columbia, with compensation to 
owners, and President Lincoln had the happiness 
of affixing his signature to a measure that he had 
many years before, while a representative from Illi­
nois, fruitlessly urged upo>: the notice of congress. I 

As the war went on, wherever the National armies 
penetrated there was a constant stream of fugitive 
slaves from the adjoining regions, and the com­
manders of each department treated the compli­
cated questions arising from this body of "contra­
bands," as they came to be called, in their camps, 
according to their own judgment of the necessities 

or the expediencies of each case, a discretion which 
the president thought best to tolerate. But on 9 
May, 1862, Gen. David Hunter, an intimate and 
esteemed friend of Mr. Lincoln's, saw proper, with­
out consultation with him, to issue a military or­
der declaring all persons theretofore held as slaves 
in Georgia, Florida, and South Carolina forever 
free. The president, as soon as he received this 
order, issue<l a proclamation declaring it void, and 
reserving to himself the decision of the question 
whether it was competent for him, as commander­
in-chief of the army and navy, to declare the slaves 
of any state or states free, and whether at any time 
or in any case it should have become a necessity 
indispensable to the maintenance of the govern­
ment to exercise such supposed power, and prohib­
iting to commanders in the field the decision of 
such questions. .But he added in his proclamation 
a significant warning anu appeal to the slave-hold­
ing states, urging once more upon them the policy 
of emancipation by state action. "I do not argue," 
he said; "I beseech you to make the argument for 
yourselves. You cannot, if you would, be blind 
to the signs of the times. I beg of you a calm and 
enlarged consideration of them, ranging, if it may 
be, far above personal and partisan politics. This 
proposal makes common cause for a common ob­
ject, casting no reproaches upon any.... Will 
you not embrace it 'l So much good has not been 
done, by one effort, in all past time, as in the 
proviuence of God it is now your high privilege 
to do. May the vast future not have cause to la­
ment that YOll have neglected it." He had several 
times endeavored to bring this proposition before 
the members of congress from the loyal slave-hold­
ing states, and on 12 July he invited them to meet 
him at the executive mansion, and submitted to 
them a powerful and urgent appeal to induce 
their states to adopt the policy of compensated 
emancipation. He told them, without reproach or 
complaint, that he believed that if they had all 
voted for the resolution in the gradual emancipa­
tion message of the preceding :March, the war 
would now have been substantially ended, and 
that the plan therein proposed was still one of the 
most potent and swift means of ending it. "Let 
the states," he said, "which are in rebellion see 
definitely and certainly that in no event will the 
states you represent ever join their proposed con­
federacy, and they cannot much longer maintain 
the contest." While urging this policy upon the 
conservatives, and while resolved in his own mind 
upon emancipation by decree as a last resource, 
he was the subject of vehement attacks from the 
more radical anti-slavery supporters of the gov­
ernment, to which he replied with unfailing mod­
eration and good temper. Although in July he 
had resolved upon his course, a,nd had read to his 
cabinet a draft of a proclamat.ion of emancipation 
which he had then laid aside for a more fitting oc­
casion (on the suggestion from Mr. Seward that its 
issue in the disa,strous condition of our military 
affairs would be interpreted a.s a sign of despera­
tion), he met the reproaches of the radical Repub­
licans, the entreaties of visiting delegations, and 
the persuasions of his eager friends with argu­
ments showing both sides of the question of which 
they persisted in seeing only one. To Horace 
Greeley, on 22 Aug., Mr. Lincoln said: "My para­
mount object is to save the Union, and not either 
to save or destroy slavery. If I could save the 
Union without freeing any slave, I would do it; if 
I could save it by freeing all the slaves, I would 
do it; and if I could do it by freeing some and 
leaving others alone, I would also do that." And 
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even so late as 13 Sept. he said to a delega,tion of a 
religious society, who were urging immediate ac­
tioll: " I do Ilot want to issue a document that the 
whole world will see must necessarily be inopera­
tive, like the pope's bull against the comet .... 1 
view this matter as a practical war measure, to be 
decided on according to the advantages or disad­
vantages it may offer to the suppression of the re­
bellion." Still, he assured them thnt he had not 
decided against a proclamation of liberty to the 
slaves, but that the matter occupied his deepest 
thoughts. The retreat of Lee from Maryland af­

ter his defeat at 
Antietam seemed 
to the president 
to afford a proper 
occasion for the 
execution of his 
long-matured re­
solve, and on 22 
Sept. he issued his 
preliminary proc­
lamation, giv­
ing notice to the 
states in rebel­
lion that, on 1 
Jan., 1863, all 
persons held as 
slaves within any 
state or designat­
ed part of a state, 
the people where­
of should then 
be in rebellion 
against the Unit­
ed States, should 
be then, thence­
forward, and for­
ever free. When 
congress came to­
gether on 1 Dec. 
he urged them to 

. supplement what 
had already been 

done by constitntional action, concluding his mes­
sage with this impassioned appeal: "Fellow-citi­
zens, we cannot escape history. vVe of this congress 
and this administration will be rememberel1 in 
spite of ourselves. No personal significance or in­
SIgnificance can spare one or another of us. The 
fiery triallhrough which we pass will light us down 
in honor or dishonor to the latest generation. We 
-even we here-hold the power and bear the re­
sponsibility. In giving freedom to the slave, we as­
sure freedom to the free-honorable alike in what 
we give and what we preserve. We shall nobly save, 
or meanly lose, the last, best hope of earth. Other 
means may sncceed; this could not fail. The way 
is plain. peaceful, generous, just-a wa,y which, if 
followed, the world will forever applaud, and God 
must forever bless." It was hardly to be expected, 
howevel', that any action would be ta,ken by con­
gress before the lapse of the hundred days that the 
president had left between his warning and its 
execution. On 1 Jan., 1863, the final proclamation 
of emancipation was issued. It recited the pre­
liminary document, and then designated the states 
in rebellion against the United States. They were 
Arkansas, Texas, a part of Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, South Cttrolina. North 
Cal'oliml, and Virginia, excepting certa,in counties. 
The proclamation then continued: "I do order 
and decliLre that nIl persons heltl as slaves within 
said designated states and parts of states are, and 
hcnceforward :<hall be, free: and that the cxccu­

tive government of the United States, illcluding 
the military and naval authorities thereo f, will 
recognize and maintain the freedom of said per­
sons." '1'he criticisms and forebodings of the op· 
ponents of emancipation had well-nigb been ex­
hausted during the previous three months, and the 
definitive proclamation was received with $,'eneml 
enthusiasm throughout the loyal states. 'lhe dis­
satisfaction with which this important measure 
was regarded in the border states gradually died 
away, as did also the opposition in conservative 
quarters to the en listment of negro soldiers. Their 
good conduct, their quick submission to discipline, 
and their excellent behavior ill several battles, rap­
idly made an end of the prejudice against them ; 
and when, in the winter session of congress of 
1863':'4, 1\11'. Lincoln again urged npon the atten­
tion of that body the passage of a constitutional 
amendment abolishing slavery, his proposition 
met with the coneurrence of a majority of con­
gress, though it failed of the neccssary two-third 
vote in the house of represelltatives. During the 
following year, howeycr, public opinion made 
rapid progress, and the influence of the prcsident 
with congress was largely increased aiter his tri­
umpha,nt rc-election. In his annual message of 6 
Dec., 1864, he once more pleadecl, this time with 
iJTesistible force, in fnvor of constitutional emanci­
pation in all the states. As there had been mnch 
controversy during the year in regard to the presi­
dent's anti- slavery convictions, and the suggestion 
had been made in many qnarters that, for the sake 
of peace, he might be induced to withdrnw the 
proclamation, he repeated the dcclaration made 
the year before: "While I remain in my present 
position I shall not attempt to retract or modify 
the emancipation proclamntion; nor shall I return 
to slavery any person who is free by the terms of 
that proclamation or by any of the acts of con­
gress. If the people shonlcl, by whatever mode or 
means, make it an executive clnty to re-eIlslave 
such persons, a,nother, and not 1, must be their 
instrument to perform it." This time congress 
acted with alacrity, and on 31 Jan., 1865, proposed 
to the states the 13th amendment to the constitu­
tion, providing that neither sla.very nor involun­
tary servitude, except as a punishment for crime, 
whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, 
shall exist within the United States, or any place 
subject to their jurisdiction. The states ra.pidly 
adopted the amendment by the action of their 
legislatures, and the president was especially 
pleased that his own state of lllinois led the van, 
haying passed the necessary resolution within 
twenty-foUl' hours. Before Lhe year ended twenty­
seven of the thirty-six states (being the necessa.ry 
three fourths) had ratified the amendment, and 
President Johnson, on 18 Dec., 1865, officially pro­
claimed its adoption. 

While the energies of the goYel'llment and of the 
people were most strenuously occupied with the war 
and the questions immediately concel'lling it, the 
four years of :Mr. Lincoln's administration had their 
full share of complicated and difficult questions of 
domestic amI foreign concern. The interior and 
post-office departments ma.de great progress in de­
Yeloping the means of communication throughout 
the conn try. ~Ir. Chase, as secretary of the treasury, 
periormell, with prodigious ability and remarkable 
success, the enormou~ (luties devolving upon him 
of providing funds to supply the ILrmy at an ex­
pense amounlin,g I1t certain periods to $3,000,000 a 
day; and MI'. Sew<1ol'(l, in chl1rge of the state de­
pmtment, held at bay the snppressed hostility of 
F,lll'OPCI111 na.tions. Of all his cabinct, the presi· 

http:necessa.ry
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dent sustained with Mr. Seward relations of the 
closest intimacy, and for that reason, perhaps, 
shared more directly in the labors of his depart­
ment. He revised the first draft of most of Sew­
ard's important despatches, and changed and 
amended their language with remarkable wisdom 
and skill. He was careful to avoid all sources of 
controversy or ill-feeling with foreign nations, and 
when they occurred he did his best to settle them 
in the interests of peace, without a sacrifice of 
national dignity. At the end of · the year 1861 
the friendly relations be­
tween England and the 
United States were seri­
ously threatened by the 
capture of the Confeder­
ate envoys, Mason and 
Slidell, on board a Brit­
ish merchant-ship. (See 
WILKES, CHARLES.) Pub­
lic sentiment approved 
the capture, and, as far 
as could be judged by 
every manifestation in 
the press and in con­
gress, was in favor of 
retaining the prisoners 
and defiantly refusing 
the demand of England 
for their return. But 
when the president, af­
ter mature deliberation, 
decided that the capture 
was against American 
precedents, and direct­
ed their return to Brit­
ish custod;, the second 
thought 0 the country 
was with him. Hi!> pru­
dence and moderation 
were also conspicuously 
displayed in his treat­
ment of the question of 
the invasion 
of Mexico by 
France, and 
the establish­
ment by mili­
tary power of I 

the emperor 
Maximilian in 
that coun­
try. Accept­
ing as genuine 
the protesta­
tions of the 
em peror of the 
French, thnt 
he intended 
no interference with the will of the people of Mexi­
co, he took no measures unfriendly to France or 
the empire, except those involved in the mainte­
nance of unbroken friendship with the republican 
government under President Juarez, a proceeding 
that. although severely criticised by the more ar­
dent spirits in congress, ended, after the presi­
dent's death, in the triumph of the National party 
in Mexico and the downfall of the invaders. He 
left no doubt, however, at any time, in regard to 
his own conviction that" the safety of the people 
of the United States and the cheerful destiny to 
which they aspire are intimately dependent upon 
the maintenance of free republican institutions 
throughout Mexico." He dealt in a sterner spirit 
with the proposition for foreign mediation that 

the emperor of the French, after seeking in vain 
the concurrence of other European powers, at last 
presented singly at the beginning of 1863. This 
proposition, under the orders of the president, was 
declined by Mr. Seward on 6 Feb., in a despatch 
of remnrkable ability and dignity, which put 
an end to all discussion of overtures of inter­
vention from European powers. The diplomatic 
relations with England were exceedingly stmined 

I at several periods during the war. The build­
ing and fitting out of Confederate cruisers in 

English ports, and their 
escape, after their con­
struction and its purpose 
had been made known 
by the American min­
ister, more than once 
brought the two nations 
to the verge of war; 
but the moderation with 
which the claims of the 
United Stntes were made 
by Mr. Lincoln, the en­
ergy and abili ty dis­
played by Sec. SewnI'd 
and by Mr. Charles 
Francis Adams in pre­
senting these claims, and, 
it must now be recog­
nized, the candor and 
honesty with which the 
matter was treated by 
Earl Russell, the British 
minister for foreign af­
fairs, saved the two coun­
tries from thnt irrepara­
ble disuster; and the 
British government at 
last took snch measures 
as were necessary to put 
an end to this indirect 
war from the shores of 
England upon American 

commerce. In 
the course of 
two years the 
war attained 
such propor­
tions that yol­
unteering was 
no longer a 
suill cien t re­
source to keep 
the army, con­
sisting at that 
time of near­
ly a million 
men, at its 
full fighting 

strength. Congress therefore authorized, and the 
departments executed, a scheme of enrolment and 
draft of the arms-bearing populntion of the loyal 
states. Violent opposition arose to this measure 
in many parts of the country, which was stimu­
lated by the speeches of orators of the oppo­
sition, and led, in many instances, to serious 
breaches of the public peace. A frightful riot, 
beginning among the foreign population of New 
York, kept that city in disorder and terror for 
three days in .July, 1863. But the riots were sup­
pressed, the disturbances quieted at last, and the 
draft was executed throughout the country. Cle­
ment L. Vallandigham, of Ohio, one of the most 
eloquent and influential orators of the Democratic 
party, wa:> arrested in Ohio by Gen. 'Burnside for 
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his viol~nt public ~I~terances in opposition to the 
war, tned by a mIlItary court, and sentenced to 
imprisonment during the continuance of the war. 
'rhe president changed his sentence to that of 
transportation within the lines of the rebellion. 

These proceedings 
caused a great fer­
ment among his 
party in Ohio, who, 
oy way of chal­
lenge to the gov­
ernment, nomi­
nated him for gov­
ernor of that state. 
A committee of its 
prominent politi­
cians demanded 
from the president 
his restoration to 
his political rights, 
and a correspond­
ence took place be­
tween them and 
the presiden t, in 
which the rights 
and powers of the 

government in case of rebellion were set forth by 
him with great lucidity and force. His letters ex­
ercised an important influence in the political dis­
Clissions of the year, and Mr. Vallandigham was 
defeated in his candidacy by John Brough by a 
majority of 100,000 votes. 

The war still continued at a rate that appears 
rapid enough in retrospect, but seemed slow to the 
eager spirits watching its course. The disasters of 
the Army of the Potomac did not end with the 
remov}Ll of Gen. 1\1cClellan, which took place in 
November, 1862, as a consequence of his persistent 
delay in pursuing Lee's retreating army after the 
battle of Antietam. Gen. Burnside, who succeeded 
him, suffered a humiliating defeat in his attack 
upon the intrenched position of the Confederates 
at Fredericksburg. Gen. Hooker, who next took 
command, after opening his campaign by crossing 
the Rapidan in a march of extraordinary brilliancy, 
was defeated at Cha,nceHol'sville, in a ba,ttle where 
both sides lost severely, and then retired again 
north of the river. Gen. IJee, leaving the National 
army on his right flauk, crossed the' Potomac, and 
Hooker having, at his own request, been relieved 
and succeeded by Gen. Meade, the two armies met 
in a three days' battle at Gettysburg, Pa., where 
Gen. Lee sustained a decisive defeat, and was 
driven back iuto Virginia. His flight from Gettys­
burg began on the evening of the 4th of July, a 
day that in this year doubled its lustre as a histor­
ic anniversary. For on this day Vicksburg, the 
most important Confederate stronghold in the 
west, surrendered to Gen. Grant. He had spent 
the early months 6f 1863 in successive attempts to 
take that fortress, all of which had failed; but on 
the last day of April he crossed the river at Grand 
Gulf, and within a few days fought the successful 
battles of Port Gibson, Raymond, Jackson, Cham­
pion Hills, and the Big Black river, and shut up 
the army of Pemberton in close siege in the city of 
Vicksburg, which he finally captured with about 
30,000 men on the 4th of July. 

The speech that Mr. Lincoln delivered at the 
dedication of the National cemetery on the battle­
field of Gettysburg, 19 Nov., 186;3, was at once 
recognized as the philosophy in l:Jrief of the whole 
great struggle, and has already become classic. 
There are slightly differing versions; the one 
that is here giyen is a literal transcript of the 

speech as he afterward wrote it out for a fair in 
Baltimore: 

"Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers 
brought forth on this continent, a new nation, 
conceived in liberty, and dedic~tted to the proposi­
tion that all men are created equal. Now we are 
engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that 
nation, or any nation so conceived and so dedicat­
ed, can long endure. vVe nre met on a great bat­
tle-field of that war. We have come to dedicate a 
portion of that field, as a final resting-place for 
those who here gave their lives that that nation 
might live. It is altogether fitting and proper 
that we should do this. But, in a larger sense, we 
cannot dedic}lte-we cannot consecrate-we can­
not hallow-this ground. The brave men, living 
and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, 
far above our poor power to add or detract. The 
world will little note, nor long remember, what we 
say here, but it can never forget what they did 
here. It is for us the living, mther, to be dedicat­
ed here to the unfinished work which they who 
fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It 
is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great 
task remaining before us-that from these honored 
dead we take increased devotion to that cause for 
which they ga.,ve the last full measure of devotion 
-that we here highly resolve that these dead shall 
not have died in vain-that this nation, under 
God, shall have a new birth of freedom-and that 
government of the people, by the peop,le, for the 
people, shall not perish from the earth. ' 

Gen. Grant was transferred to Chattanooga, 
where, in November, with the troops of 'rhomas, 
Hooker, and Sherman, he won the important vic­
tory of Missionary B,ic1ge; and then, being ap­
pointed lieutenant-general and general-in-chief of 
the armies of the United States, he went to Wash­
ington and entered upon the memorable campaign 
of 1864. This campaign began with revived hopes 
on the part of the government, the people, and 
the army. The president, glad that the army had 
now at its head a general in whose ability and 
enterprise he could thoroughly confide, ceased from 
that moment to exercise any active influenee on 
its movements. He wrote, on 30 April, to Gen. 
Grant: "The particulars of your plans I neither 
know nor seek to know. Yau are vigilant and 
self-reliant, and, pleased with this, I wish not to 
obtrude any constraints or restmints upon you. 
... If there is anything wanting which is in my 
power to give, do not fail to let me know it. And 
now, with a brave army and a just cause, mar God 
sustain YOti." Grant crossed the Rapidan on 4 
1\1ay, intending to move by the right flank of Gen. 
Lee; but the two armies came together in a gloomy 
forest called the Wilderness, where, from the 5th 
to the 7th of May, one of the most sanguinary 
battles known to modern warfare was fought. 
Neither side having gained any decisive advantage 
in this deadly struggle, Grant moved to the left, 
and Lee met him again at Spottsylvania Court­
House, where for ten days a series of destructive 
contests took place, in which both sides were alter­
nately successful. Still moving to the left, Grant 
again encountered the enemy at the crossing of 
North Anna river, and still later at Cold Har­
bor, a few miles northeast of Richmond, where, 
assaulting Gen. Lee's army in a fortified position, 
he met with a bloody repulse. He then crossed the 
James river, intending by a rapid movement to 
seize Petersburg and the Confederate lines of com­
munication south of Richmond, but was baffled 
in this purpose, and forced to enter upon a regular 
siege of Petersburg, which occupied the summer 
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and autumn. While these operations were in prog­
ress, Gen. Philip H. Sheridan had made one of 
the most lJrilliant cavalry raids in the war, threat­
ening Richmond and defeating the Confederate 
cavalry under Gen.•1. E. B. Stuart, and killing 
that famous leader. While Grant lay before Rich­
mond, Gen. Lee, hoping to induce him to attack 
his works, despatched a force under Gen. Early to 
threaten Washington; but Grant sent two corps 
of his army northward, and Early-after a sharp 
skirmish under the fOltifications of -Washington, 
where 1\£1'. Lincoln was personally present-was 
driven back through the Shenandoah valley, and 
on two occasions, in September and October, was 
signally defeated by Gen. Sheridan. 

Gen. William T. Sherman, who had heen left in 
command of the western district formerly com­
mantled by Grant, moved southward at the same 
time that Grant crossed the Rapidan. Gen..J oseph 
E ..Johnston, one of the alJlest of the Confederate 
generals, retired gradually before him, defending 
himself at every halt with the greatest skill and 
address; but his movements not proving satis­
factory to the Richmond government, he was re­
moved, and Gell. John B. Hood appointed in his 
phtce. After a summer of hard fighting, Sherman, 
on 1 Sept., captured Atlanta, one of the chief 
manufacturing and railroad centres of the south, 
and later in the autumn organized and executed a 
magnificent march to the seaboard, which proved 
that the military power of the Confederacy had 
been concentrated at a few points on the frontier, 
and that the interior was little more than an empty 
shell. He reached the sea-coast early in December, 
investing Savannah on the 10th, and captming the 
city on the 21st. He then marched northward with 
the intention of assisting Gen. Grant in the closing 
scenes of the wai". 'l'he army under Gen. George 
H. Thomas, who had been left in Tennessee to hold 
Hood in check while this movement was going on, 
after seyerely handling the Confederates in the 
preliminary battle of Frttnklin,30 Nov., inflicted 
upon Hood a crushing and final defeat in the bat­
tle of Nashville, 16 Dec., routing and driving him 
from the state. 

During the summer, while Grant was engaged in 
the desperate and indecisive series of battles that 
marked his southward progress in Vh'ginia, and 
Sherman had not yet set out upon his march to 
the sea, one of the most ardent political canvasses 
the country had ever seen was in progress at the 
north. Mr. Lincoln, on 8 June, had been unani­
mously renominated for the presidency by the Re­
publican convention at Baltimore. The Demo­
cratic leaders had postponed their convention to a 
date unusually late, in the hope that some advan­
tage might be reaped from t.he events of the sum­
mer. 'l'he convention came together on 29 Aug. 
in Chicago. Mr. Vallandigham, who had returned 
from his banishment, and whom the government 
had sagaciously declined to rearrest, led the ex­
treme peace party in the convention. Prominent 
politiClans of New York were present in the in­
terest of Gen. McClellan. Both sections of the con­
vention gained their point. Gen. McClellan was 
nominated for the presidency, and Mr. Vallandig­
ham succeeded in imposing upon his party a plat­
form declaring that the war had been a failure, 
and demanding a cessation of hostilities. The 
capture of Atlanta on the day the convention ad­
journed seemed to the Unionists a providential 
answer to the opposition. Republicans, who had 
been somewhat disheartened by the slow progress 
of military events and by the open and energetic 
agitation that the peace party had continued 

through the summer at the north, now took heart 
again,. and the canvass proceeded with the greatest 
spirit to the close. Sheridan's victory over Early in 
the Shenandoah valley gave an added impulse to 
the general enthusiasm, and in the October elec­
tions it was shown that the name of Mr. Lincoln 
was more popular, and his influence more powerful, 
than anyone had anticip,ated. In the election 
that took place on 8 Nov., 1864, he received 
2,216,000 votes, and Gen. McClella.n 1,800,000. The 
difference in the electoral vote was still greater. l\fr. 
Lincoln being supported by 212 of the presidential 
electors, while only 21 voted for l\fcClellan. 

Pref!ident Lincoln's second inaugural address, 
delivered on 4l\farch, 1865, will forever remain not 
only one of the most remarkable of all his public 
utterances, but will also hold a high rank among 
the greatest state papers that history has preserved. 
As he neared the end of his career, and saw plainly 
outlined before him the dimensions of the vast 
moral and material success that the nation was 
about to achieve, his thoughts, always predisposed 
to an earnest and serious view of life, assumed a 
fervor and exaltation like that of the ancient seers 
and prophets. The speech that he delivered to the 
yast concourse at the eastern front of the capitol 
is the briefest of all the presidential addresses in 
our annals; but it has not its equal in lofty elo­
quence and austere moralit.y. The usual historical 
view of the situation, the ordinary presentment of 
the intentions of the government, seemed matters 
t.oo trivial to engage the concern of a mind stand­
ing, as Lincoln's apparently ·did at this moment, 
face to face with the most tremendous problems 
of fate and moml responsibility. In the briefest 
words he announced what had been the cause of 
the war, and how the government had hoped to 
bring it to an earlier close. With passionless can­
dor he admitted that neither party expected for the 
war the magnitude or the duration it had attained. 
"Each looked for 
an easier triumph 
and a result less 
fundamental and 
astounding"; and, 
passing intoastrain 
of rhapsody, which 
no lesser mind and 
character could ev­
er dare to imitate, 
he said: "Both 
read the same Bible 
and pray to the 
same God, and each 
inyokes his aid 
against the other. 
It may seem strange 
that any men 
should dare to ask a just God's assistance in wring­
ing their bread from the sweat of other men's faces. 
But let us judge not, that we be not judged. The 
prayers of both could not be answered; that of 
neither has been answered fully. The Almighty 
has his own purposes. ' Woe unto the world be­
cause of offences! for it must needs be that offences 
come; but woe to that man by whom the offence 
cometh.' If we shall suppose that American slavery 
is one of those offences, which, in the providence of 
God, must needs come, but which, having continued 
through His appoin ted time, He now wills to remove, 
and that He gives to both north and south this ter­
rible war, as the woe due to those by whom the of­
fence came, shall we discern therein any departure 
from those divine attributes which the believers m 
a living God always ascribe to Him'i Fondly do 
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we hope, fervently do we pray, that this mighty I throug-h them with t.he Confederate authorities, Mr. 
scourge of war may speedily pass away. Yet, if Lincoln despatched him to Niagara Falls, and sent 
God wills that it continue until all the wealth piled an open letter addressed, "To whom it may can­
by the bondsman's two hundred and fift.y years of cern" (see illustration). It is in the possession of 
unrequited toil shall be sunk, and until every drop Mr. 'William H. Appleton, of New York. and now 
of blood drawn with the lash shall be paid by an- appears in fac-simile for the first time. This docu­
other drawn with the sword, as was said three ment put an end to the negotiation. 'fhe Confed­
thousand years ago, so still it must be said, 'The erate emissaries in Canada, and their principals in 
judgments of the Lord are true and righteous al- Richmond, made no use of this incident except to 
togetl1er.' With malice toward none, with charity employ the president's letter us a text for den uncia­
for all, with firmness in the right, as God gives us tion of the National government. But later in the 
to see the right, let us strive on to finish the work year, the hopelessness of the struggle having be­
we are in, to bind up the nation's wounds, to care come apparent to some of the Confederate leaders, 
for him who shall have borne the battle, and for 1\'1r. Davis WI18 at last induced to send an embassy 
his widow and his orphan-to do all which may to Fortress Monroe, to inquire what terms of ad­
achieve and cherish a jnst and a lasting peace jnstment were possible. 'l'hey were met by Presi­
a.mong ourselves, and with all nations." dent ~incoln and the secretary of state in person. 
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The triumphant election of Mr. Lincoln, no less 
than t.he steady progress of the National armies, 
convinced some of the more intelligent of the 
southern leaders that their cause was hopeless, and 
that it would be prudent to ascer1:ain what terms 
of peace could be made before the utter destruc­
tion of their military power. There had been 
already several fntile attempts at opening negotia­
tions; but they had all failed of necessity, because 
neither side was willing even to consider the only 
terms that the other side would offer. There had 
never been a moment when 1\:[r. Lincoln would 
have been willing to receive propositions of peace 
on any other basis than the recognition of the na­
tional integrity, and }\'fr. Davis steadfastly refused 
to the end to admit the possibility of the restora­
tion of the national authority. In July, certain 
unauthorized persons in Canada, having persuaded 
Horace Greeley that negotiations might be opened 

~~~v 
The plan proposed was one that had been suggested, 
on his own responsibility, by Mr. Francis Preston 
131air, of Washington, in an interview he had been 
permitted to hold with Mr. Davis in Richmond, 
that the two armies should unite in a campaign 
against the French in Mexico for the enforcement 
of the Monroe doctrine, and that the issues of the 
war should be postponed for future settlement. 
The president declined peremptorily to entertain. 
this scheme, and repeated again the only conditions 
to which he could listen: The restoration of the 
national authority throughout aE the states, the 
maintenance and execution of a,1l the ads of the 
genernJ governmellt in regard to slavery, the ces­
sation of hostilities, and the disbanding of the in­
surgent forces as a necessary prerequisite t.o the 
ending of the war. The Confederate agents re­
ported at Richmond the failure of their embassy, 
and Mr. P(I,vis c1enoqnc()d the conduct of .Pr<;,sident 
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Lincoln in a public address filII of despera,te de­
fiance. Nevertheless, it was evident even to the 
most prejudiced observers that the war could not 
continue much longer. Sherman's march had 
demonstrated the essential weakncss of the Confed­
erate cause; the soldiers of the Confederacy-who 
for four years, with the most stubborn gallantry, 
had maintaineu. It losing fight-began to show signs 
of dangerous discoumgernent a.nd insubordination; 
recruiting had c!!ascd some time before, and de­
sertion was going 011 rapidly. The arTIlY of Gen. 
Lee, which was the last bulwark of the Confeder­
acy, still hel!l its lines stoutly against the gradual­
ly enveloping lines of Grant; but their valin,nt 
commandel' knew it was only a question of how 
many days he could hold his works, and repeatedly 
counselled the goyernment at Richmond to evacu­
ate that city, and allow the army to take up a more 
tenable position ill the mountains. Gen. Grant's 
only anxiety each morniJ~g was lest he should find 
the army of Gen. Lee rnovip-g away from him, and 
late in March he determined to strike the final 
blow at the rebellion. Moving for the last time by 
the left flank, his forces under Sheridan fought 
and gained a brilliant victory over the Confederate 
left at Five Forks, and at the same time Gens. 
Humphreys, Wright, and Parke moved against the 
Confederate works, breaking their Iincs and cap­
turing many prisoners and guns. Petersburg was 
evacuated 011 2 April. The Confedcrate govern­
ment fled from Richmond the same afternoon and 
evening, and Grant, pursuing the broken and shat­
tered remnant of Lee's army, received their sur­
render at Appomattox Court-House on 9 April. 
About 28,000 Confederates signed the parole, and 
an equal number had been killed, captured, and 
dispersed in the operations immediately preceding 
the surrender. Gen. Sherman. a few days after­
'ward, received the surrender of Johnston,' and the 
last Confederate army, under Gen. Kirby Smith, 
west of the Mississippi, laid down its arms. 

President Lincoln had himself accompanied the 
army in its last triumphant campaig'n, and had 
entered Richmond immediately after its surren­
der, recei ving the cheers and benedictions, not only 
of the negroes whom hc had set free, but of a 
great number of white people, who were weary of 
the war, and welcomed the ad vent of peace. Re­
tUl'lling to Washington with his mind filled with 
plans for the rcstoration of peace and orderly gov­
ernment throughout the south, he seized the occa­
sion of a serenade, on 11 April, to deliver to the 
people who gathered in front of the executive 
mansion his last spcech on public affttiJ's, in which 
he discussed with nnusual dignity t),nd force the 
problems of reconstruction, then crowding upon 
public consideration. As his seeond inaugural was 
the greatest of all his rhetorical compositions, so 
this brief political address, which closed his public 
career, is unsurpassed among hiR speeches for clear­
ness and wisdom, and for a certain tone of gentle 
but unmistakable authority, which shows to what 
a mastery of statecraft he had attained. He con­
gratulated the country upon the decisilre victories 
of the last week; he expressly asserted t.hat, al­
though he had beep- present in the final opera­
tions, "no part of the honor, for plan or execu­
tion, was his"; and then, with equal boldness 
and discretion, announced the principles in accord­
ance with which he shonld deal wnh the' restora­
tion of the stn.tes. IIe refused, to be provoked into 
controversy, whieh he held would be purely aca­
demic, over the question whether the insnrrection­
ary st.ates were in or ont of the Union. "As ap­
pears to me," he said, " that question has not been, 

nor yet is, a practically material one, and any dj~­
cussion of it, while it thus remains practically im­
material, could ita.ye no effect other than the mis­
chievous one of dividing our friends. As yet, what­
ever it may hereafter become, that question is bad, 
as the basis of a controversy, and good for nothing 
at all-a merely pernicious abstraction. We all 
agree that the seceded states, so-called, are out of 
their proper practical relation with the Union, and 
that the sole object of the government, civil and 
military, in regard to those states, is to again get 
them into that proper practical relation. I believe 
it is not only possible, but in fact easier, to do this 
without deciding, or even considering, whether 
these states Iltwe ever been out of the Union than 
with it. Finding themselves safely at home, it 
would be utterly immaterial whether they had ever 
been abroad. Let us all join in doing the acts ne­
cessary to restol'ing the proper practical relations 
between these states and the Union, and each for­
ever after innocently indulge his own opinion 
whether in doing the acts he brought the states 
from without into the Union, or only gave them 
proper assistance, they never haying been out of 
it." In this temper he discussed the recent action 
of the Unionists of Louisiana, where 12,000 voters 
had sworn allegiance, giving his fllll approval to 
their course, bnt not committing himself to any 
similar method in other cases; "any exclusive and 
inflexible plan would surely become a new entangle­
ment.... If we reject and spurn them, we do 
our utmost to disorganize and disperse them. We, 
in effect, say to the white men, 'You are worth­
less or worse, we will neither help you, nor be 
helped by you.' To the blacks we say, 'This cnp 
of liberty which these, your old masters, hold to 
your lips, we will dash from you and leave you to 
the chances of gathering the spilled and scattered 
contents in some vague and undefined when, where, 
and how.' ... If, on the contrary, we sustain the 
new government of Lonisiana, the converse is made 
true. Concede that it is only to what it should 
be as the egg is to the fowl, we shall sooner have 
the fowl by hatching the egg than by smashing 
it." These words were the last he uttered in pub­
lic; on 14 April, at a cabinet meeting, he devel­
oped these views in detail, and found no difference 
of opinion among his advisers. The same even­
ing he attended a performance of "Our American 
Cousin" at Ford's theatre, in Tenth street. He 
was accompanied by lVII's. Lincoln and two friends 
-lVIiss Harris, a daughter of Senator Ira Har­
ris, of New York, and lVIaj: Henry R. Rathbone. 
In the midst of the playa shot was heard, and 
a man was seen to leap from the president's box 
to the stage. Brandishing a dripping knife. with 
which, after shooting the preside;lt, he had stabbed 
lVIaj. Rathbone, n.nd shouting, "Sic semper tyran­
nis I-the south is avenged!" he rushed to the 
rcar of the building, leaped upon a horse, which 
was held there ill readiness for him, and made 
his escape. The president was carried to a small 
house on the opposite side of the street, where, 
surrounded by his family and the principal offi­
cers of the goyernment, he breathed his last at 7 
o'clock on the morning of 15 April. The assas­
sin was found by a squadron of troops twelve 
days afterward, and shot in a barn in which he had 
taken refuge. 'i'he illustration on pn.ge 722 rep­
resents the house where .Mr. Lincoln passed away. 

The body of the president. lay in state at the 
Capitol 011 20 April and was viewed by a great 
concourse of people; the next day the funeral 
train set out for Springfield, Ill. The cortege 
halted at all the principll.l cities on the way, and 
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the remains of the president layin state in Balti­
more, Harrisburgh, Philadelphia, New York, Al­
bany, Buffalo, Cleveland, and Chicago, being re­
ceived evel'ywhere with extraordinary demonstra­
tions of respect and sorrow. The joy over the 
return of peace was for a fortnight eclipsed by t,he 
uni versal grief for the dead leader. He was bur­
ied, amid the mourning of the whole nation, at Oak 
Ridge, near Springfield, on 4 May, and there on 
15 Oct., 1874, an imposing monument-the work 
of the sculptor Larkin G. Mead-was dedicated to 
his memory. The monument is of white marble, 
with a portrait-statue of Lincoln in bronze, and 
four bronze groups at the corners, representing the 
infantry, cavalry, and artillery arms of the service 
and the navy. (See accompanying illustration.) 

The death of President Lincoln, in the moment 
of the great national victory that he had done 
more than any other to gain, caused a movement 
of sympathy throughout the world. The expres­
sions of grief and condolence that were sent to 
the goyernment at \Vashington, from national, 
provincial, and municipal bodies all over the globe, 
were afterward published by the state department 
in a quarto volume of nearly a thousa,nd pages, 
called" The Tribute of the Nations to Abraham 
Lincoln." After the lapse of twenty years, the 
high estimate of him that the world appears in­
stinctively to have formed at the moment of his 
dcath seems to have been increased rather than 
diminished, as his participation in the great eyents 
of his time has been more thoroughly studied and 
understood. His goodness of heart, his abound­
ing charity, his quick wit and overflowing humor, 
which made him the hero of many true stories amI 
a thousand legends, are not less valued in them­
selves; but they a,re cast in the shade by the evi­
dences that continually appear of his extraordinary 
qualities of mind H,lld of character. His powerful 
grasp of details, his analytic capacity, his unerring 
logic, his perception of human nature, would have 
made him unasual in any age of the world, while 
the quality that, in the opinion of ma,ny, made 
him the specially fitted agent of Providence in 
the salvation of the country, his absolute freedom 
from prejudice or passion in weighing the motiYE)s 
of his contemporaries and the deepest problems of 
state gives him pre-eminence even among thc illus­
trious men that have preceded and followed him 
in his great office. Simple and modest as he was 
in his demeanor, he was one of the most self­
respecting of rulers. Although his kindness of 
heart was proverbial, although he was always glad 
to please and unwilling to offend, few presidents 
have been more sensible of the dignity of their 
office, and more prompt to maintain it against en­
croachments. He was at all times unquestionably 

the head of the government, and, though not in­
clined to interfere with the routine business of 
the department!;, he tolerated no insubordination 
in important matters. At one time, being con­
scious that there was an effort inside of his gov­
ernment to force the resignation of one of its 
members, he read in open cabinet a severe repri­
mand of what was going on, mentioning no names, 
and ordering peremptorily that no questions should 
be asked, and no allusions be made to the inci­
dent then or thereafter. He did not except his 

I most trusted friends 01' his most powel'ful generals 
frol1l this strict subordination. When Mr. Seward 
went before him to meet the Confederate envoys 
at Hampton Roads, Mr. Lincoln gavc him this 
written injunction: "You will not assume to defi­
nitely consummate anything"; and, on 3 March, 
1865, when Gen. Grant was about to set out on his 
campaign of final victory, the secretary of war 
gave him, by the president's order, this imperative 
instruction: ,. The president directs me to say to 
you that he wishes you to have no conference with 
Gen, Lee, unless it be for the capitulation of Gen. 
Lee's army, or on some other minor and purely 
military matter. He instructs me to say that you 
are not to decide, discuss, or to confer upon any 
political question. Such questions the president 
holds in his own hands, and will submit them to 
no military conferences or conventions. Mean­
while, you are to press to the utmost your military 
advantages." 'When he refused to comply with 
the desire of the more radical Republicans in con­
gress to take Draconian measures of l'et&.lia,tion 
against the Confedcrates for their treatment of 
black soldiers, he was accused by them of weak­
ness and languor. They never seemed to perceive 
that to withstand an angry congress in Wa,shing­
ton required more vigor of chara.cter than to 
launch a threatening decree against the Confeder­
ate government in Richmond. Mr. Lillcoln was 
as unusual in personal appearance as in character. 
His stature was almost gigantic, six feet and four 
inches; he was muscular but spare of frame, weigh­
ing about 180 pounds. His hair was strong and 
luxuriant in growth, and stood out straight from 
his head; it began to be touched with gray in his 
last years. His eyes, a grayish brown, were deeply 
set, and were filled, in repose, with an expression 
of profound mela,ncholy, which easily changed to 
one of uproarious mirth at the provocation of a 
humorous anecdote, told by himself or a,nother. 
His nose was long and slightly curved, his mouth 
large and singularly mobile. Up to the time of 
his election he was clean-shaven, but during his 
presidency the fine outline of his face was marred 
by a thin and straggling beard. His demeanor 
was, in genern.l, extremely simple and careless, but 
he was not without a native dignity that always 
protected him from anything like presumption or 
im pertinence. 

Mr. Lincoln married. on 4 Nov., 1842, Miss Mary 
Todd, daughter of Robert S. Todd, of Kentucky. 
There were born of this marriage four sons. One, 
Edward Bakel', died in infancy; a,nother, William 
Wallace, died at the age of twelve, during the 
presidency of lVIr. Lincoln; and still another, 
Thomas, at the age of eighteen, sevcral years after 
his father's death. The only one that grew to ma­
turity was his eldest son. Robert. 'rhe hOllse in 
which Mr. Lincoln lived when he 'was elected presi­
dent. in Springfield, Ill., was conveyed to the state 
of Illinois in 1887 by his son, and a collection of 
memorials of him is to be preserved there perpetu­
ally. (See illustration on page 717.) 

There were few portraits of lVIr. Lincoln painteti 
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in his lifetime; the Yast number of engravings - age she went to Springfield to visit her sister, who 
that have made his face one of the most familiar had married Ninian W. Edwards, a son of Ninian 
of all time have been mostly copied from photo- Edwards, governor of the state. While there ~he 
graphs. The one on page 715 is from a photograph became engaged to lVIr. Lincoln, whom ~he married, 
taken in 1858. There are portraits from life by 4 Nov., 1842. Her family was divided by the civil 
Frank B. Carpenter, by lVIatthew Wilson, by Thom- war; several of them were killed in battle; and, de­
as Hicks, and an excellent crayon dmwing by Barry. voted as Mrs. Lincoln was to her husband and the 
Since his death G. P. A. Healy. William Page, and National cause, thi~ division among her nearest kin­
others have painted portraits of him. There a.re dred caused her much suffering. The death of her 
two authentic life-masks: one made in 1858 by son, William Wallace, in 1862, was an enduring sor­
Leonard W. Volk (see illustration on page 723), row to her. One of her pl'incipal occllpation~ was 
who also executed a bust of lVIr. Lincoln before his visiting the hospitals and camps of the soldiers 
election in 1860, and another by Clark Mills short- about Washington. She never recovered from the 
Iy before the assassination. There are already a shock of seeing her husband shot down before her 
number of statues: one by Henry Kirke Brown in eyes; her youngest son, Thomas, died a few years 
Union square, New York (see page 720); another later, and her reason suffered from these repeated 
by the same artist in Brooklyn; one in the group blows. She lived in strict retirement during her 
called "Emancipation," by Thomas Ball, ill Lin- later years, spending part of her time with her son 
coIn Park, Washington, D. C., a work which has in Chicago, a part in Europe, and the rest with her 
especial interest as having been paid for by the sister, Mrs. Edwards, in Springfield, where she died 
contributions of the freed people; one by Mrs. of pamlysis.-Their son, Robert 'rodd, lawyer, b. 
Vinnie Ream Hoxie in the Capitol; one by Au- in Springfield, Ill., 
gnstus St. Gaudens in Chicago, set up in Chicago, 1 Aug., 1843, was 
22 Oct., 1887; and one by Randolph Rogers in prepared for college 
Fa.irmount Park, Philadelphia (see illustration on at Phillips Exeter 
page 721). There is a bust by Thomas D. Jones, academy, and grad­
modelled from life in 1860. uated at Ha,rvard in 

'l'he Lincoln bibliogmphy is enormous, compris- 1864. He entered 
ing thousands of volumes. See John Russell Harvard law-school, 
Bartlett's "Catalogue of Books and Pamphlets but after a short 
relating to the Civil War in the United States" stay applied for ad­
(Boston, 1866). The most noteworthy of the lives mission to the mili­
of Lincoln alre~tdy published are those of Joseph tary service, and his 
H. Barrett (Cincinnati, 1865); Henry J. Raymond father suggested his 
(New York, 1865); Josiah G. Holland (Springfield, appointment on the 
:Mass., 1866); Ward H. Lamon (only the first volume, staff of Gen. Grant, 
Boston, 1872); William O. Stoddard (New York, as a volunteer aide- ~ 
1884); and Isaac N. Arnold (Chicago, 1885). Brief- de-campwithoutpay f.h2 
er lives have also been written by Mrs. Harriet or allowances. This . _ ', 1) 
Beecher Stowe, William D. Howells, Carl Schurz, exceptional position ~ 
Charles G. Leland, John Carroll Power, a.nd others. did not meet with 
The most complete and exhaustive work upon his Gen. Grant's approval, and at his suggestion 
life and times appeared in the" Century" maza- young Lincoln was regularly commissioned as a 
zinc, written by his private secretaries, John G. captain, and entered the service on the same foot­
Nicolay and John Hay (reissued in 10 vols., New ing with others of his grade. He served with 

York, 1890). The zeal and efficiency throughout the final campaign, 
same authors pre- which ended at Appomattox. At the close of the 
pared acomplete edi- war be resumed the study of law, was admitted to 
tion of all his writ- the bar in Illinois, and practised his profession 
ings, speeches, and with success in Chicago until 1881. with an interval 
letters (2 vols., 1894). of a visit to Europe in 1872; he steadily refused 
-His wife, Mary the offers that were repeatedly made him' to enter 
'rodd, b. in Lexing- public life, though taking pl:IJ·t, from time to time, 
ton, Ky., 12 Dec., m political work and discussion. In 1881, at the 
1818; d. in Spring- invitation of President Garfield, he entered his 
field, IlL. 16 July, cabinet as secretary of war. Mr. Lincoln. who, 
1882, was the daugh- sixteen years before, had returned from the field 
tel' of RobertS. Todd, just in time to stand by the death-bed of his 
whose family were father, assassinated while president, now had this 

,/ among themost influ- strange experience repeated upon the assassina­
~~ ential of the pioneers tion of President Garfield. a few months after his 

of Kentucky and Illi- inauguration. On the accession of Vice-President ~ nois. Her great-un- Arthur to the presidency, Mr. Lincoln was the 
cle, John Todd, was one of the associates of Gen. only member of the former ca.binet who was re­
George Rogers Clark, in his campa.ign of 1778, and quested to retain his portfolio, and he did so to 
took part in t.he captm:c of Kaskaskia. and Vincennes. the end of the administration. He performed the 
Being appointed county lieutenant by Patrick Hen- duties of the place with such ability and fairness, 
ry, at that time governor of Virginia, he organized and with such knowledge of the law and apprecia­
the civil government of what. became afterward the tion of the needs of the army, a.s to gain the warm­
state of Illinois. He was killed in the battle of est approbation of its officers and its friends. N ote­
Blue Licks, 18 Aug., 1782, of which his brother worthy incidents of his administration of the civil 
Levi, Mrs. Lmcoln's grandfather, who also accom- duties of the department were his report to the 
panied Clark's expedition as a lieutenant., was one house of representat-ives upon its challenge to him 
of the few survivors. Mary Todd was carefully ed- to justify President Arthur's veto of the river 
ucated in Lexington. When twenty-one years of and harbor bill of 1882, and the thoroughness 



and promptness of the relief given, from Wheel­
ing to New Orleans, to those suffering f!'Om the 
great floods of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers in 
1884. In the latter year he was spoken of for the 
presidency; bnt as President ArthuL' was a candi­
date before the Republican convention, Mr. Lin­
coln refused to allow his name to be presented. 
He returned to Chicago; in the spring of 1889 was 
appointed minister to Great Britain, alld in 1899 
he became president of the Pullman com any. 
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PRESIDEN'£ LINCOLN IN GENERAL MCCLELLAN'S TENT AT ANTIETAM AFTER 


THE BATTLE. FRO~I A PHOTOGRAPH. 
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GENERAL MCCLELLAN AND PRESIDENT LINCOLN AT ANTIETAM. FROM A PHOTOGRAPH. 



ORGANIZATION OF THE TWO GOVERNMENTS. 


THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT. 


I. THE BUCHANAN ADMINISTRATION. 
(1857 -1861.) 

President: JA:i\lES BUCHANAN (Pa..) 

Vice-President: JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE" (Ky.) 

Secretary of State: LEWIS CASS (Mich.); JEREMIAH S. 


BLACK (Pa.), appointed Dec. 17, 1860. 
Secrctary of TVaI': JOHN B. FLOYD * (Va..); JOSEPH 

HOLT (Ky.) (ad intc1'im) , Dec. 31, 18(j0; regularly ap­
pointed Jan; 18,1861. 

Sec1'eiary of the Navy: ISAAC TOUCEY (Conn.) 
Secrctary of the Trensnry: HOWELL COBn* (Georgia) ; 

PHILIP F. THO:i\fAS (Md.), appointed Dec. 12, 1860; JOHN 
A. DIX (N. Y.), appointed Jan. 11,1861. 

Attorney-General: JEREMIAH S. BLACK; EDWIN 1\1. 
STANTON (Pa,), appointed Dec. 20, 1860. 

Secretctry of the Interior: JACOB THOMPSON * (Miss.) 
Postmaster-General: AARON V. BROWN (Tenn.), died 

Mar. 8,1859; JOSEPH HOLT (Ky.), appointed Mar. 14,1859; 
HORATIO KING (Maine), appointed Feb. 12, 1861. 

II. THE LINCOLN ADMINISTRATION. 
(1861-1865.) 

President: ABRAHAM LINCOLN (Ill.) 
Vice-President: HANNIBAL HA:i\ILIN (Maine). 
Sec1'etary of State: WILLIA:i\L H. SEWARD (New York). 
Secretary of TVar: Sl:i\lON CAMERON (Pa.); ED,VIN M. 

STANTON (Pa.), appointed Jan. 15,1862. 
Secretary of the Navy: GIDEON WELLES (Conn.) 
Secretary of the Treasury: SALMON P. CHASE (Ohio); 

W. P. FESSENDEN (Maine), appointed July 1, 18(j4; HUGH 
MCCULLOCH (Ind.), apPointed March 7,1865. 

Secretary Of the Interior: CALEn B. SMITH (Ind.); 
JOHN P. USHER (Ind.), appointed January 8,1863. 

A ttorney- General: EDWARD BA TES (Mo.) ; J A:i\IES SPEED 
(Ky.), appointed Dec. 2, 1864. 

Postmaste1'-General: MONTGOMERY BLAIR (Md.); 
WILLIA:i\1 DENNISON (Ohio), appointed September 24, 
1864. 

THE UNITED STATES WAR DEPARTMENT. 
Secretary of TVar: JOSEP1I HOLT (apPOinted Jan. 18, 

18(1); SnlON CAMERON (appointed March 5,1861) ; EDWIN 
M. STANTON (appointed January 15,1862). 

Assistant Seeretaries Of TVar: THOMAS A. SCOTT (ap­
pOinted Aug. 3, 1861; PETER H. WATSON (appointed Jan. 
24,1862); JOHN TUCKER (appointed Jan. 29, 1862) ; CHRIS­
TOPHER P. WOLCOTT (appointed June 12, 1862; resigned 
Jan. 23, 18(3); CHARLES A. DANA (appointed August, 
1863). (Colonel Scott was regularly commissioned 
under the act of August 3, 1861, authorizing the ap­
pointment of one assistant secretary of war. Sub­
sequently three assistant secretaries were authorized 
by law.) 

Adjutant-General's Department: Colonel SAi\fUEL 
COOPER.* (resigned March 7,18(1) ; Brig.-Gen. LORENZO 
THOi\IAS (assigned to other duty March 23, 18(3) ; Colonel 
EDWARD D. TOWNSEND. 

Quartermaster's Department: Brig.-Gen. JOSEPH E. 
JOHNSTON* (resigned April 22, 18(1); Brig.-Gen. MONT­
GOi\IERY C. MEIGS. 

Subsistence Department: Colonel GEORGE GIllSON 
(died Sept. 29, 18(1) ; Brig.-Gen. JOSEPH P. TAYLOR (died 
Jan. 29,18(4) ; Brig.-Gen. A:i\lOS B. EATON. 

Medical Department: Colonel THOMAS LAWSON (died 
May 15, 18(1) ; Colonel CLE"IENT A. FINLEY (retired April 

14, 18(2) ; Brig.-Gen. WILLIA:i\[ A. HA:i\IMOND; Brig.-Gen. 
JOSEPH K. BARNES (appointed Aug. 22, 18(4). 

Pay Depm'tment: Colonel BENJAMIN F. LARNED (died 
Sept. 6, 18(2); Colonel TIMOTHY P. ANDUEWS (retired 
Nov. 29, 18(4); Brig.-Gen. BENJAMIN W. BRICE. 

Corps oj Topog1'aphical Engineers: Colonel JOHN J. 
ABERT (retired Sept. 9, 18(1); Colonel STEPHEN H. LONG. 
(This corps was consolidated with the "Corps of En­
gineers," under act of March 3, 1863.) 

C01'Ps of EngineC1's: Brig.-Gen. JOSEPH G. TOTTEN 
(died April 22, 18(4) ; Brig.-Gen. RICHARD DELAFIELD. 

Ordnance Department: COlonel HENRY K. CUAIG 
(until April 23, 18(1); Brig.-Gen. JA;\IES W. RIPLEY (re­
tired Sept. 15, 1863); Brig.-Gen. GEORGE D. RAMSAY 
(retired Sept. 12, 18(4); Brig.-Gen. ALEXANDER B. DYEU. 

B'ttreau of ]filitary J'ttstiee: Major JOHN F. LEE (re­
Signed Sept. 4, 18(2); Brig.-Gen. JOSEPH HOLT. 

Bnreau of the Provost Marshal General (created by 
act of March 3,18(3) : Brig.-Gen. JAMES B. ]'RY. 

General Officers o/the United States Army, Jannary 1, 
1861: Breyet Lieut.-Gen. WINFIELD SCOTT (General-in­
chief); Brig.-Generals: JOHN E. WOOL, DAVID E. 
TWIGGS,* WILLIAM S. HAUNEY. (NOTE.-E. V. Sumner 
was promoted Brigadier-General March 16, 1861, vice 
David E. TWiggs, dismissed March 1,1861.) 

THE UNITED STATES NAVY DEPARTMENT. 
Secretary of the Navy: GIDEON WELLES. 

Assistant Secretary: GUSTAVUS V. Fox. 

Yarcls and Docks: Rear-Admiral JOSEPH S:i\IITH. 

Ordnance and Hydrography: Captain GEORGE A. MA­

GRUDER (dismissed April 22, 18(1); Captain ANDREW A. 
HARWOOD (relieved July 22,18(2); Rear-Admiral JOHN A. 
DAHLGREN (relieved June 24, 18(3); Commander HENRY 
A. WISE. (By act of Congress of July 5, 1862, " Hydrog­
raphy" was transferred to the Bureau of Navigation.) 

Navigation (established by act of July 5, 1862): Rear­
Admiral CHARLES H. DAVIS. 

Eq'uipment and Recruiting (established by act of July 

5, 18(2): Rear-Admiral ANDREW H. FOOTE (relieved 
June 3, 18(3); Commander ALnERT N. SMITH. 

Constr'ttetion, Equipment, and Repa'ir: Chief Naval 
Constructor JOHN LENTHAI,L. (By act of July 5, 1862, 
the "Equipment and Recruiting" Bureau was organ­
ized, and thereafter the old bureau was designated as 
" Construction and Repair.") 

P1'ovisions and Clothing: Pay-Director HORATIO 
BRIDGE. 

Medicine and Sw'guy: Surgeon WILLIAM WHELAN. 
Steam-Engineering (established by act of July 5,18(2) : 

Engineer-in-Chief BENJAMIN F. ISHERWOOD. 

*Afterward in the Confederate service. 
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