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also a share of his mother's milder qualities, which 
won many friends, although, to the public, he 
seemed stern and dictatorial. At his death COI1­

gress set apart a day for the commemoration of 
his public services, an honor never before paid to 
an ex-member of congress. He published a book 
entitled the" vVar of Ormuzd and Ahl'iman in the 
Nineteenth Century" (Baltimore, 1853). His col­
lected speeches, together with a eulogy by bis col­
league, .Jolm A. J. Cresswell, were published in 
New York in 1867. 

DAVIS, Isaac. patriot, b. in 1745; d. in Concord, 
Mass., 19 April, 1775. He was captain of the Ac­
ton minute-men, and led them against the British 
at Concord bridge, saying: " I have not a man that 
is afraid to go." He was killed by the first volley. 
Baneroft describes him as "stately in his person, 
a man of few words; earnest even to solemnity." 
His body, with those of two of his company, was 
brought to his home and laid in the bedroom of 
his wife, from whom he had parted only a few 
hours before. The three men "were followed to 
the village graveyard by a concourse of the neigh­
bors from miles around." lViI's. Davis lived to a 
great age. When she was over ninety, " the U n'ited 
States in congress bethought themselves to pay 
honors to her husband's martyrdom." 

DAVIS, Isaac, lawyer, b. in Northborough, 
Mass., 2 June, 1799; d. in 'Worcester, Mass., 1 
April, 1883. He was graduated at Brown in 1822, 
studied law, and began the practice of his profes­
sion in Worcester, Mass., where he soon rose to 
eminence. He was mayor of Worcester for three 
years, and for eleven years a member of the Massa­
chusetts senate. Mr. Davis was a zealous promoter 
of popular education. He was chosen a member 
of the board of trustees of Brown university in 
1838, and a fellow ill 1801. For forty yenrs he was 
president of the board of trustees of the \V Ol·cester 
academy, and for some time was an active member 
of the Massachusetts board of education. He has 
received the degree of LL. D. 

DAVIS, Jefferson, statesman, b. in that part of 
Christian county, Ky., which now forms Todd 
county, 3 .June, 1808; His father, Samuel Davis, 
had serYed in the Georgia cavalry during the Re,·o­
lutio!), and, when Jefferson was an infant, removed 
with his family to a place near Woodville, Wilkin­
son co., Miss. Young Davis cntered Transylvania 
college, Kentucky, but left in 1824, on his appoint­
ment by President Monroe to the U. S. military 
academy. On his graduation, in 1828, he was as­
signed to the 1st infantry, and served on the fron­
tier, taking part in the Black Hawk war of 1831-'2. 
He was promoted to first lieutenant of dragoons 
on 4 March, 1833, but, after more service against 
the Indians, abruptly resigned on 30 June, 1835, 
and having married, after a romantic elopement, 
the daughter of Zachary Ta,ylor, then a colonel in 
the army, settled near Vicksburg, Miss., and became 
a cotton-planter. Bere he pursued a life of study 
and retirement till 1843, when he entered politics in 
the midst of an exciting gubernatorial canvass. He 
was chosen an elector on the Polk and Dallas ticket 
in 1844, made a reputation as a popular speaker, 
and in 1845 was sent to congress, taking his seat 
in December of that year. Be at once took an ac­
tive part in debate, speaking on thetariff, the Ore­
gon question, and military matters, espec.iaUy with 
reference to the preparations for war with Mexico. 
On 6 Feb., 1846, in a speech on the Oregon ques­
tion, he spoke of the" love of union in 0111' hearts," 
and, speaking of the battles of the Revolution, 
said: "They form a monument to the common 
glory of our common country." 
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In tTune, 1816, he resigned his seat in the house 
to become colonel of the 1st Mississippi volunteer 
rifles, which had unanimously elected him to that 
office. Having joined his regiment at New Orleans, 
he led it to re-emorce Gen. 'J'aylor on the Rio 
Grande. At Monterey he charged on Fort Leneria 
without bayonets, led his command through the 
streets nearly to the Grand Plaza through a storm 
of shot, and afterward served on the commission 
for arra,nging the surrender of the place. At Buena 
Vistd his regiment was charged by a Mexican bri­
gade of lancers, greatly its superior in numbers, in 
a last desperate effort to break the American lines. 
Col. Davis formed his men in the sha.pe of a letter 
V, open toward the enemy, and thus, by exposing 
his foes to a covering fire, utterly routed t.hem, 
though he was unsupported. He was severely 
wounded, but remained in the saddle till the close 
of the fight, and was complimented for coolness 
and gallantry in the commander-in-chief's despatch 
of 6 March, 1847. His regiment was ordered home 
on the expiration of its term of cnlistment, and on 
17 May, 1847, Col. Davis was appointed by Presi­
dent Polk a, brigadier-geneml, but declined the 
commission Oil the ground tbat a militia appoillt­
ment by the Federal executive was unconstitutional. 
He was appoint­
ed by the gov­
ernor of Missis­
sippi to fiU a 
vacancy in the 
U. S. senate in 
August, 1847, 
and in January, 
1848, the legisla­
ture unanimous­
ly elected him 
s'enator, and re­
elected him in 
1850 for a full 
term. He was 
made chairman 
of the senate 
committee on ------7~~~ 
mili tar}, affairs, ~## _.""< . 

and here, as in 
the honse, was actiye in the discussions on the 
various phases of' the slavery question and the im­
portant work of the session, including the fugi­
tive-slave law, and the other compromise measnres 
of 1850. 1\11'. Davis proposed the extension of 
the Missouri compromise line to the Pacific., and 
continued a zealous ad vocate of state rights. He 
was the unsuccessfnl state-rights or "resistance" 
candidate for governor of his state in 1851, thongh 
by his personal popularity he reduced the Union 
majority from 7,500 to 999. He had resigned his 
seat in the senate to take part in the canvass, and, 
after a year of retirement, actively supported 
Franklin Pierce in the presidential contest of 1852. 
After the election of Gen. Pierce, M1'. Davis i'e­
ceived the portfolio of war in his cabinet, and ad­
ministered it with great credit. Among other 
changes, he proposed the usc of camels in the ser­
vice on the western pla.ins, introduced an improved 
system of infantry tactics, iron gun-carriages, rifled 
muskets Hnd pistols, and the use of the Minie ball. 
Four regiments were added to the army, the de­
fences on the sea-coast and frontier were strength­
ened, anu, as a result of experiments, heavy guns 
were cast hollow, and a larger grain of powder wa.s 
adopted, While in the senate, Mr. Davis had ad­
vocated the cOllstruction of a Pacific railway as a 
milita.ry necessity, a.nd a means of preserving the 
Pacific. coast to the Union, and he was now put in: 
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-charge of the organization and equipment of the 
sUl'\'eying parties sent out to examine the various 
routes proposed. lIe also had charge of the appro­
priation for the extension of the capitol. Mr. Davis 
left the cabinet at the close of President Pierce's 
term in 1857, and in the same year entered the 
senate again. Be opposed the French spoliation 
bill, advocated the southern route for the Pacific 
railroad, and opposed thc· doctrine of "popular 
sovereignty," often encountering Stephen A. Doug­
las in uebate on this question. After the settle­
ment of the Kansas contest by the passage of the 
Kansas conferenc~ bill. in which he had taken a 
,chief part; he wrote to 'the people of his state that 
it Has" thetriumph of all for which we contended." 
lVIr. Davis was the recognized uemocratie leader in 
the 36th congress. He had made a tOllr of the 
,eastern states in 1858, making speeches at Boston, 
Portland, Me., N ew York, and other places, and in 
1859, in reply to an invitation to attend the Vvebster 
birthday festival in Boston, wrote a letter denounc­
ing " partisans who avow the purpose of obliterat­
ing the landmarks of our fathers," and containing 
strong Union sentiments. He had been frequently 
mentioned as a democratic candidate for the presi­
dency, and received many votes in the convention 
.of 1860, though his friends announced that he did 
not desire the nomination. Before congress met, 
in the autumn of 1860, .Mr. Davis 'was S,llllIDoned to 
Washington by members of President Bnchanan's 
,cabinet to suggest some modifications of the forth­
,eoming message to congress. The suggestions were 
made, and were adopted. In the ensuing session 
lVIr. Davis made, on 10 Dec., 1860, a speech in which 
he carefully distinguished between independence, 
which the states had achieved at great cost, and 
the ,Union, which had cost" little time, little money, 
Jtnd no blood," taking his old state-rights position. 
He was appointed on the senate committee of thir­
teen to examine and report on the condition of the 
(;ountry, and, although at first excused at his own 
request, finally consent.ed to senre, accept.ing the 
appointment in a speech in which he avowed his 
willingness to make any sacrifice to avert the im­
pending struggle. The committee, after remain­
ing in session seveml days, reported, on 31 Dec., 
their inability to come to any satisfactory conclu­
sion. On 10 Jan., 1861, Mr. Davis made another 
speech on the state of the country, asserting the 
right of secession, denying that of coercion, and 
urging the withdrm,Yal of the garrison from Fort 
Sumter. Mississippi had seceded on 9 Jan., and 
on 24 Jan., having been officially informed of the 
fact, Mr. Davis withdrew from the senate and went 
to his home, having taken leave of his associates 
in a speech in which he defended the cause of the 
south, and, in closing, begged pardon of all whom 
he had ever offended. 

Before he reached home he had been'appointed 
by the convention commander-in-chief of the army' 
of Mississippi, with the rank of major-general; bu·t 
on 18 Feb., 1861, he exchanged this office for that 
of president of the Confederate states, to which the 
provisional congress at Montgomery had elected 
him on 9 Feb. He selected for his cabinet Robert 
Toombs, of Georgia, as secretary of state; Leroy 
.P. Walker, of Alabama, secretarY ,0f war; Charles 
G. Memminger, of South Carolina, secretary of the 
treasury; Stephen R. lVIallory, of Florida, secretary 
of the navy; Judah P. Benjamin, of Louisiana, at­
torney-general; and ' John H. Reagan, of Texas, 
postmaster-general. '1'he last three continued in 
the cabinet as long as the Confederate government 
maintained its existence. Toombs, vValker, and 
l\femminger were succeeded by others. In his in-

DAVIS 

augural address lVIr. Davis asserted that" necessity, 
not choice," had led to the secession of the southern 
states; that the true policy of the south, an agri­
cultural country, was peace; and that "the COI1­

stituent parts, but not the system," of the govern­
ment had been changed. The attack on Fort 
Sumter, on 12 April, precipitated the war, and Mr. 
Da.vis, in his first message to the provisional Con­
federate congress, on 29 April, after a. review of 
events (from the formation of the United States 
constitution till 1861), which, in his juugment, had 
led to the contest, commended this act, while avow­
ing a desire to prevent the shedding of blood. The 
message a.lso condemned, as illegal and absurd, 
President Lincoln's proclamation calling for troops, 
a.nd that annonncing a blockade of southern ports, 
and ended with the famolls words, " All we ask is, 
to be let alone," followed by a promise to resist 
subjugation to the direst extremity. Shortly after 
the change of the Confederate capital from Mont­
gomery to Richmond, which he had strongly ad­
vised, .Mr. Davis removed thither, and was met on 
his way with many marks of popular favor, every 
railway station swarming with men, women, anu 
children, who greeted him with waving handker­
chiefs. Soon after his arrival the fine residence of 
James A. Seddon was bonght and put at Mr. Da.vis's 
disposal by citizens of Richmond. His first days 
in the new capital were spent in reviewing troops 
and in speech-making. He exhorted his hearers to 
remember the dignity of the contest, and" to smite 
the smiter with manly arms, as onr fathers did be­
f.ore us," and declared his willingness to by down 
his civil office and take command of the army, 
should the extremity of the cause ever warrant 
such action. Before his anival in Virginia an 
army of about 30,000 men had been raised, and as 
fast as new troops arrived their officers were as­
signed to a rank in the Confederate service, regu­
lated by that which they had formerly held in the 
U. S. army. On 20 July, Mr. Davis sent his second 
message to the provisional congress, then in session 
at Richmond. In this message he complained of 
barbarities committed by National troops; and 
again asserted the impossibility of subduing the 
south. On the morning sllcceeding the delivery of 
this message he set out for Manassas, where a con­
test was thought to be impending, and anived 
there in time to witness the close of the battle of 
Bull Run, reaching the fiold when victory had 
bee.n assured to the Confederates. 

The battle of Bull Run was followed by a period 
of inaction, and Mr. Davis was blamed by many 
for this policy, as well as for his" failure to organ­
ize the troops of the seyeral states into brigades 
and divisions formed of the soldiers of each," as 
the law directed. In answer to these complaints, 
he has urged the length of time necessary to or­
ganize "the terrible machine, a disciplined army," 
and protested that, as far as in him lay, he favored 
an advance and endeavored to comply with the 
legal plan of army organization. The question 
of the treatment of Confederate prisoners by the 
National authorities soon demanded his attention. 
On 17 April, 1861, two days after Mr. I.Jincoln's call 
for troops, lVlr. Davis had issued a proclamation 
inviting applications for letters of marque and 1'e- . 
prisa.l. The" Savannah," a private vessel comO:::­
missionedin accordance with this offer, was cap­
tured off' Charleston. and her officers and crew 
were tried for piracy 'in New York and sentenced 
to death. IJater the captain and crew of the pri­
vateer "Jeff'erson Davis" were similarly convicted 
in Philadelphia. Thereupon, in November, 1861, 
lVIr. Davis ordered retaliatory measures to be taken~ 
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and fourteen Union prisoners were selected by lot 
and held as hostages for the safety of the con­
demned men. 'rhe latter were ultimately put on 
the footing of prisoners of war by ordEll' of the 
National government, and subsequently a cartel 
was adopted for the exchange of prisoners, which 
rernained in force till its suspension in 1864, caused 
by disagreement as to the status of negro soldiers. 
In November, 1861, a presidential election was held 
in the Confederacy, and Mr. Davis was chosen presi­
dent for six years without opposition. In his mes­
sage to the provisional congress at its last session, 
18 Nov., 1861, he briefly sketched the situation at 
the close of the first year of the war, alluding to 
the Confederate successes, the contest for the posses­
sion of Kentucky and Missouri, and to the" 'rrent " 
affair. (See WILKES, CHARLES.) He urged the con­
struction of another railway line through the Con­
federacy, asserted the improvement of the south in 
military means and financial condition, and the in­
efficiency of the blockade, and said: "If it were 
indeed a rebellion in which we were engaged, we 
might find ample vindication for the course we 
have adopted in the scenes which are now being en­
acted in the United SLates." The first congress uncleI' 
the permanent constitution lllet in Hichmolld, on 
18 Feb., 1862, and Mr. Davis was inaugurated on 
22 .B~eb. 'rhe Confederacy had just met with iLs 
first serious reverses in the fall of }1-'orts Henry 
and Donelson; but in his inaugUl'al, I1fter a vindi­
cation of the right of secession, Mr. Davis indulged 
in lllallY favorable hopes. " 'rhe final result in our 
favor," said he, "is not doubtful. Our foes must 
sink under the immense load of debt which thev 
have incurred. . .. In the heart of a people 1'0­
solved to be free, these disasters tend but to stimu­
late to increased resistance." In his short messages 
of 25 Feb. and 15 A.ug. he suggested various 
measures for the improvement of the Confederate 
forces. The result of the reverses in the early 
months of the year, to which had now been added 
the capture of New Orleans, began to how itself 
in a growing opposition to Mr. Davis's admin­
istration, which up to this time had seemed all 
but universally popular, and this opposition in­
creased in force up to the latest days of the war. 
One of the first a.cts of the congress was to pa.ss a 
sweeping conscription law, to which Mr. Davis re­
luctantly assented. 'rhis was stoutly resisted in 
some qua.rters, and led to a spirited correspondence 
between Mr. Davis and Gov . .Toseph E. Brown, of 
Georgia, who disputed the constitutionality of the 
measure. Congress also authorized the suspension 
of the habeas corpus act for ten miles around 
Richmond, and the formation of a military police, 
for the alleged reason that the government was 
continually in danger from the presence in Rich­
mond of National spies, and the consequent plots 
and intrigues. Mr. Dayis was present with Gen. 
l.1ee at the battle of Hair Oaks on 31 May, and, 
after the wounding of Gen ..J oseph E. J obnston 
in that engagement, assigned Lee to the command 
of the Army of Northern Virginia, having previous­
ly, on 13 March, charged him, " under the direction 
of the president, with the conduct of military 
operations." During a visit to the army in the 
western department, in December, 1862, Mr. 
Davis, in an address to the Mississippi legislature, 
defended the conscription law and declared that 
"in all respects, the Confederacy was better pre­
pared for war than it was a year previous." 

The proclamation of emancipation by President 
Lincoln, to take effect 1 Jan., 1863, called out from 
Mr. Davis a retaliatory proelamation, dated 28 
Dec., 1862, in which, after reciting, among other 
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acts, the hanging of William B. Mumford for tear-· 
ing down the United States flag at New Orleans, 
afler the city was captured by the National forces, 
Gen. Benjamin F. Butler was declared a felon, and 
it was ordered that all commissioned officers serv­
ing under him, as well as any found serving in 
company with slaves, should be treated as "rob­
bers and criminals deserying death." 'rhese threats, 
however, were not generally executed, though sup­
ported by the legislation of the congress. In his 
message of January, 1863, Mr. Davis anllounced 
his intention of turning over National prisoners fol' 
prosecution in state courts, as abettors of servile 
insurrection; but this proposition was rejected by 
congress, and provision made for their trial by­
rrrllitary tribunals. The two long messages sent 
by Mr. Davis to congress in 1863 consist largely of 
discussions of the position of foreign powers, es­
pecially Great Britain, with reference to the war. 
The one dated 7 Dec. announces the fall of Vicks­
burg and Port Hudson, and urges" the compulsory 
reduction of the currency to the amount required 
by the business of the country," together with other 
measures for improving the fina.nces, which had 
become hopelessly depreciated. 'l'hey had never 
been on a sound basis, and the currency ha,d de­
clined in value till it was nearly worthless. In 
April, 1863, in compliance with "a request of the 
Confederate congress, 1\11'. Davis had issued all 
address to the people of th(~ south, in which h0 
drew the happiest conclusions as to the success of 
the Confecleracy, from the way in which, ill the face 
of obstacles, it had already organized and disci­
plined a.rmies. "At no preyious period of the 
war," said he, "have our forces been so numerous, 
so well organized, and so thoroughly disciplined, 
armed, and equipped as at present." 

The disa.sters of ,Tuly-at Gettysburg a.nd Vicks­
burg-coming in the face of this assertion, and the' 
state of the currency just mentioned, emboldened 
the opposition party in all parts of the Confeder­
ac)' fiercely to assn,il the a.dmin istration. l\h. Dayis 
was held responsible for the advance into Pennsyl­
vania, and accused of partiality in a.ppointing Pem­
berton to command in the west. Charles G. Mem­
minger, secretary of the treasury, resigned, and his 
place was filled by George A. Trenholm; but the 
neW secretary was unable to stop the depreciation 
of the eurrency. The lack of coin in the country, 
the inabilit~r of the people to bea~r more taxation, 
and the spirit of speculation fostered by the enor­
mOllS issues of paper money, hastened the financial 
ruin of the Confedera.cy. Food, too, was scarce. 
Kentucky and Tennessee, whence had come most 
of the meat supplies, were lost to the ConfecL racy, 
and the army was on half-rations. At this time 
there was a clamor against the commissary-general, 
Cal. Northrop. A committee of the Confederate 
congress investigated the matter and exonerated 
him; but the opponents of the administration have 
eontinued to hold him, and Mr. Davis through him, 
responsible for the scarcity of food in the Confed­
eracy, and therefore, indirectly, for much of the" 
sufferings of Union prisoners during the war. 'rhe 
exchange of prisoners had been interrupted for 
some time by the refusal 01 the Confederate gOY~ 
ernment to reco?,'nize negroes as National soldiers, 
and' after many futile attempts to come to an nn­
derstanding with the National government, """Ve 
offered," says .Mr. Davis (" Rise and Fall of the 
Confederate Government," vol. ii., p. 601). "to the· 
United States government their sick and wounded, 
without requiring any equiva.lents." 

The year 1864 opened with Confederat.e suc­
ceSies in Florida, the sonthwest, alld North Caro-· 
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Jina; and Mr. Davis, in his message of 2 May, 
.~aid: "The armies in northern Virginia and Ten­
nessee still oppose, with unshaken front, a formida­
ble barrier to the progress of the invader." That 
progress, however, was not long to be stayed. By 
.an order issued on 17 July, 1864, 1\11'. Davis'relOoved 
Gen. Joseph E. Johnston from the command of the 
Hrmy opposed to Gen. Sherman in Georgia. The 
-canse and alleged injustice of this removal have not 
yet ceased to be subjects for controversy, it being 
asserted by Mr. Davis's opponents that personal 
reasons influenced him against an officer with 
whom he had never been very friendly, while his 
supporters, denying this, fully justify the act. The 
reasons given in Adjt.-Gen. Cooper's brief despatch 
were, t.Iuct Gen. Johnston had" failed to arrest the 
advance of the enemy to the vicinity of Atlanta, 
and expressed no confidence that he could defeat or 
repel him." In answer to which Gen. Johnston 
wrote: "I assert that Sherman's army is much 
stronge!:' compared with that of Tennessee, than 
Grant's compared with that of northern Virginia. 
Yet the enemy has been compelled to advance much 
more slowly to the vicinity of Atlanta than to that 
of Richmond and Petersburg. and penetrated much 
deeper into Virginia than into Georgia." Gen. 
.rohn B. Hood, successor of Gen. Johnston, was 
obliged to evacuate Atlanta on 1 Sept. lVIr. Davis 
then visited Georgia and endeavored to raise the 
spirits of the people there, and to restore harmony 
between the Confederate and state governments. 
Gov. Brown, who had opposed the conscription 
act, continued to be hostile to the administration, 
notwithstanding an interview with lVIr. Davis in 
which the latter tried to convince him that his 
complaints were unjust. He reviewed and ad­
dressed Hood's army on 18 Sept., and afterward, in 
.speeches made in Macon, Augusta, and elsewhere, 
strove to inspire the people with the spirit of re­
newed resista,nce, and to persuade them that an 
])onorable peace was impossible. As is evident 
from the tone of these and other speeches, the peace 
party in the south was daily gaining strength. Be­
sides those who really desired peace, there were 
-others who hoped that a rejected attempt to treat 
with the National government might fire the south 
with indignation. As early as 30 Dec., 1863, Gov. 
Zebulon B. Vance, of North Carolina, had ·written 
to lVIr. Dayis mging negotiation. The latter, in his 
answer, dat.ed 8 Jan., 1864, cited previous unsuc­
cessful attempts to communicate with the authori­
ties at vVashington, and concluded that another 
would be undesirable. In January, 1865, however, 
:1fter an interview with Francis P. Blair, Sr., who had 
gone to Richmond, unofficially, in the hope of bring­
ing about peace, lVIr. Davis agreed to send three 
-commissioners to confer with the National govern­
ment. The result was an unsatisfactory meeting 
on a steamer in Hampton Roads. On the return 
·of the commissioners public meetings were held, 
at which there seemed to be a return of the enthu­
.siasm of the early days of the war. Peace with the 
independence of the south was now seen to be impos­
sible, and the horrors of subjugation by the north 
were painted in gloomy colors by the speakers. Mr. 
Davis, always an able and impressive speaker, made 
what has been called the most rema,rkable sp~ech 
of his life. But this outburst of enthusiasm was 
only temporary. The evacuation of Atlanta had 
been followed by Sherman's march to the sea, and 
Hood's disastrous campaign in Tennessee. Gen. 
Hood himself said, in speaking of it, when taking 
leave of his army in January, 1865: "I alone am 
responsible for its conception." rrhese reverses, 
however, with Grant's steady advance on Rich-
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mond, and, above all, the re-election of President 
Lincoln, had produced a growing conviction in the 
south that defeat was inevitable. The Confederate 
congress that met in November, 1864, was out­
spoken in opposition to the administration, and in 
.J anuary, 1865,· the Virginia delegation urged a 
change in the cabinet, expressing their want of 
confidence in its members. As a consequence of 
this, James A. Seddon, then secretary of war, sent 
in his resignation. 

In his last message to congress, dated 13 March, 
1865, Mr. Davis, while acknowledging the peril of 
the Confederacy, asserted that it had ample means 
of meeting the emergency. On Sunday, 2 April, 
1865, while seated in his pew in St. Paul's church, 
Richmond, he was handed a telegram from Gen. 
l,ee, announcing the latter's speedy withdrawal 
from Petersburg, and the consequent necessity for 
the evacuation of the capital. That evening, ac­
companied by his personal staff, members of thc 
cabinet, and others, he left by train for Danville. 
On his arrival there he issued, on 5 April, a proc­
lamation of which he afterward admitted that, 
"viewed by the light of subsequent events, it may 
fairly be said it was over-sanguine." In it he saill : 
" Relieved from the necessity of guarding particn­
Iar points, our army will be free to move from point 
to point, to strike the enemy in detail far fro.rr. his 
base." Danville was abandoned in less than a week, 
and after a conference at Greensboro, N. C., with 

Gens. Johnston and' Beauregard, in which his hopes 
of continuing the war met with little encourage-· 
ment, he went to Charlotte, where he heard of the 
assassination of Mr. Lincoln. His wife had pre­
ceded him with a small escort, and it was just after' 
he had overtaken her, while encamped near Irwins­
ville, Ga., that the whole palty were captured, on 
10 May, by a body of cavalry under Lieut.-Col. 
Pritchard. He was taken to Fort Monroe, and 
kept in confinement for two years. 

On 21 Sept., 1865, the U. S. senate called on the 
president for information on the subject of his trial, 
and in response reports were submitted from the 
secretary of war and the attorney-general, their 
substance being that Virginia was the proper place 
for the trial, and that it was not yet possible peace­
fully to hold a U. S. court in that state. On 12 
Oct., in reply to a letter from President Johnson, 
Chief-Justice Chase said that he was unwilling to 
hold court in a district still under martial la''''. On 
10 April, 1866, the judicia.ry committee of the 
house of representatives reported that t.here WHS 

no reason why the trial should not be proceeded 
with, and t.hat it was the duty of the government to 
investigate, without delay, the facts connected with 
Lincoln's assassination. On 8 May, 1866, Mr. Davis 
was indicted for treason by a grand jury in the U. 
S. eourt for the district of Virginia, sitting at Nor­
folk uncleI' J uclge nderwood, the charge of com­
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plieity ir:.. the assassluation of the president having 
been dropped. On.) J LIne, at a session of the court 
held in Richmond, James T. Brady, one of Mr. 
Davis's counsel, urged that the tri[Ll be held with­
ont delay; but the government declined to proceed 
on the indictment, urging the importance of the 
trial and the neees:,;it-y of preparation for it. The 
court refused to admit. the prisoner to bail. On 13 
May, 18G7, he was brought before the court at Rich­
mond on a writ of habeas corpus, and admitted to 
b~Lil in the amount of $100,000, the first name on 
his bail-bond being that of Horace Greeley. Mr. 
Dayis's release gave much satisfactiou to the south­
ern people. The interest taken in him during his 
imprisonment, and their prevalent idea that he was 
to suffer as a rE'presentative of the south, rather 
than for sillS of his own, and was" a nat.ion's pris­
o~er," had made him more popular there than he 
had been since the first days of the war. After an 
enthnsiastic reception at Rich mOlld he went to New 
York, then to Canada, and in the summeL· of 1868 
visited England, a I.Jiverpool firm having offered to 
take him as a partner, withont capital. This otier, 
after investigation, was declineu~ and, having vis­
ited France, he retumed to this country. He was 
never brought to trial, a nolle proseq'tli being en­
tered by the govemment in his case in December, 
1868, and he was also included in the general am­
nestyof that month. After his discharge he be­
call1e president of a life insurance company at 
Memphis, Tenn. In 1879 Mrs. Dorsey, of Beau­
voir, 1\1iss., bequeathed to him her estate, where he 
has sinee quietly resided, siving much of his time 
to literary pursuits. In June, 1871, in a speech at 
it public reception in Atlanta, Ga., he said that he 
still adhered to the princirle of state sovereignty. 
....vas confillellt of its final triumph, and was" not of 
those who 'accept the situation.''' In 1876, when 
a bill was before the house of representati ves to re­
move all the political di'3~LhilitiGS that had been im­
posed on those who took part in the insurrection, 
James G. Blaine offered an f.Lmendment excepting 
Jefferson D~Lvis, and suppoeted it by a speech in 
which he accused lVIr. Davis of being "the anthor 
of the gigantic murders and crimes at Anderson­
ville." Senator Benjamin H. Hill, of Georgia.. spoke 
in reply, defending Mr. Davis from this charge. 
Again, in 1879, Mr. Davis was specially excepted in 
a bill to pension veteran. of the .Mexican war, the 
adoption of an amendment to that effect being 

'largely the result of a speech by Zachariah Chan­
dler. In October, 1884, at a meeting of Frank P. 
Blair· post, of the Grand Army of the Republic, in 
St. Lonis, Gen. William T. Sherman asserted that 
he had seen lette!:s and papers showing tha,t Mr. 
Duvi,' had abandoned his state-rights doctrines 
during the war, and had become practicaHy a dic­
tator in the south. .Mr. Davis, in a letter to a news­
paper, ~enied the charge, and Gen. Sherma!L then 
filed WIth the W[Lr depnrtment at Wa hmgton 
papers that, in his view. substantiated it. On 28 
April, 1886, Mr. Davis spoke at. the dedication of a 
monument to Confederate soldiers at .Montgom­
ery, Ala., and was enthusiastically received. The 
engraving on the preceding page is a view of his 
early home ill lVlississippi. 

Two biographies of :Mr. Davis have been written. 
both by southern authors, which illustra.te the ex­
tremes of southem opinion. 'I'hat by Frank H. 
Alfriend (New York, 18(8) represents those who 
are friendly to Mr. Davis, while that by Edward A. 
Pollard, with the sub-title "Secret History of the 
Confederacy" (PhiladE'lphia, 18(9), holds him re­
sponsible for aU the disasters of the war. lVIr. Pol­
la,rd, who was an editor of the Richmond "Ex-
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aminer," a paper hostile to the administration, con­
cedes that Mr. Davis was thoroughly elevoted to 
the cause of the south, and had indomitable pluc~, 
but ae(;uses him of vanity, gross favoritism, and 
incompetency. In addition to these works, see Dr. 
Craven's" Prison J-1ife of Jefferson Davis" (New 
York, 1866). 1\1 r. Davis himself has published 
.. The IUse and :B'all of the Confeclemte Govern­
ment" (2 vols., New York, 1881).- His brother. 
Josel)h Emory, lawyer, b. near Augusta, Ga.., to 
Dec., 1784; d. in Vicksburg, .Miss., 18 Sept., 1870,. 
was the oldest of the ten children of Samnel Davis,. 
and in 1796 removed with his father to Kentucky. 
He was placed in a mercantile house at an earl)' 
age, studied law in Russellville and in Wilkinson 
count.y, whither he accompanied his father in 1811, 
was admitted to the bar in 1812, and practisecl in 
Pinckneyville. and afterward in Greenville, rising 
to high rank in the profession. He was the dele­
gate from Jefferson county in the convention that 
organized the state government in 1817, and took 
a prominent part in framing the constitut.ion. III 
1820 he removed to Natchez, and formed a eopart­
nership with Thomas H. H.eed, then the le.ader of 
the Mississippi bar. In 1827 he decided to retire 
from the profession in which he had won success 
by his learning, argumentative powers, anel oratori­
cal ability, in order to become a planter. III this 
occupat.ion he was also very successful, and at the 
beginning of the civil war he possessed one of the 
finest plantations on the Mississippi ri ver. During 
the war he was driven from his home with his. 
family, and endured many hardships. He returned 
to VIcksburg at its close, and, after a controversy 
with the officers of the Freedmen's bureau, I'egained 
possession of his estate, but. continued to reside in 
the city of Vicksburg. .Mr. Dayis was noted for 
his benevolence, and many youths of both sexes 
were indebted to him for a liberal education. 

DAVIS, Jefferson C., soldier, b. in Clark coun­
ty, Ind., 2 lVlarch, 1828; <.1. in Chicago, Ill., 30 Nov., 
1879. His ancestors were not.ed in the Indian wars 
of Kentucky. At the a.ge of eighteen, ·while pur­
sning his studie' in the Clark county, Ind., semi­
nary, he heard of the declaration of war with 
Mexico, and enlisted in Col. Lane's I ncliana regi­
ment. For gallant conduct at Buena Vista he was 
on 17 .J une, -1848, ma.de second lielltenant of the 
1st a,rtillery. TIe became first lieutenant III 1852, 
took charge of the garrison in Fort Sumter, S. C., 
ill 1858, and was there during t.he bomba.rdment 
in April, 1861, at the beginning of the civil war. 
In May, 18G1, he was promoted to a captaincy and 
given leave of absence to raise the 22d Indiana 
volunteees, of which regiment he became colonel, 
and was afterward given a,brigade by GeIl. .F'remont, 
with whom he served in Missonri. He a.lso com­
manded a brigade under Gens. Hunter and Pope. 
For services rendered aL Milford, Mo., on 18 Dec., 
1861, where he aided in ca.pturing a superior force 
of the enemy, with a large qnantity of military 
supplies, he wa' made brigadier-geneml of volun­
teers. At. the hattie of Pea Ri(1g'e he cOlllma.nded 
one of the foUl' divisions of G~~n. Curbs's army. • 
He participatod in the siege of Corinth, and, aftel' 
the evacna.tion of that plaee by the Oonfederate 
forces, was assigned to the Army of the Tennessee. 
On 29 Sept., 18H2, he chanced to meet in Louisville 
Gen. 'William Xebon, froll1 whom he claimed to 
have received treatment unduly harsh a.nd severe. 
An altercation enSiled, and in a moment of resent­
ment. he shot Nelson, instantly killing him. He 
was arrested, a.nd held for H, time, but no trial was 
ordered, a.nd he was l'elea~ d and assigned to ·d:llty 
at Covington, Ky. He led his old division of the 
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