HARDYE, WILlIam J0sepi, soldier, b, 1n Sa-
vannah, Ga., about 1817; d. in Wytheville, Va.,
6 Nov., 1873. He was graduated at the U, S.
military acad-
emy in 1838, and
after serving in
Florida, in the
2d dragoons, he
was promoted to
a 1st lieutenan-
cy, 8 Dec., 1839,
and sent by the
secretary of war
to the celebrated
military school
of St. Maur,
France. While
there he was at-
tached to the
cavalry depart-
ment of the
French army.
He was stationed
for a time on the
western frontier, appointed captain of dragoons, 18
Sept., 1844, and accompanied Gen. Taylor in 1846
across the Rio Grande. His company was the first
to en/?rla.%e the enemy at Curricitos, where he was
overwhelmed by superior numbers and made pris-
oner. He was exchanged in time to take part in the
slege of Monterey, and was promoted to major for
gallantry on 25 March, 1847. At the end of the war
he was brevetted lieutenant-colonel, and a little
later was appointed major in the 2d cavalry, of
which Albert Sidney Johnston was colonel and Rob-
ert K. Lee lieutenant-colonel. About this time he
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received instructions from the war departmen{
to prepare a system of tactics for the use of in-
fantry. On the completion of this work, in 1856,
he was ordered to West Point as commandant of
cadets, with the local rank of lieutenant-colonel ;
and there he remained, with the exception of one
year, during which he was absent in Europe, un-
til the end of January, 1861. He then joined the
Confederate army with the rank of colonel, and
was assigned to duty at Fort Morgan, Mobile.
In June, 1861, he was made brigadier-general.
and sent to Arkansas under Gen. Polk. He was
soon afterward transferred to Kentucky, where
he gained a victory over a small National force at
Mumfordsville, 17 Dec., 1861. Events were now
shaping for more vigorous work in the southwest.
At Shiloh, Hardee’s corps, the 3d, formed the first
Confederate line, and made the first attack. e
was promoted to major-general, and Beauregard,
in his report, praised Hardee’s skill and general
ability. He commanded the left wing at Perry-
ville, 8 Oct., 1862, and took a conspicuous part in
all the movements at Murfreesboro. For his con-
duct at Perryville and throughout the campaign
he was appointed lieutenant-general, ranking after
Longstreet. After the fall of Vicksburg, Hardee
had charge of a camp of paroled prisoners in
Alabama. Later in the year he was put in com-
mand of the 2d corps under Bragg, and, after the
battle of Chattanooga, was temporarily appointed
his successor. In May, Gen. Joseph 18. Johnston
assumed the command, and Hardee resumed his
subordinate position. Hardee was relieved at his
own request in September, 1864, and appointed to
the command of the Department of South Caro-
lina. He finally surrendered at Durham Station,
N. C, 26 April, 1865. At the close of the war
Gen. Hardee retired to his plantation in Alabama.
Hardee’s Tactics, or the “ U. S. Rifle and Light-
Infantry Tactics,” the work already referred to
(New York, 1856), is eclectic rather than original,
and is drawn mainly from French sources.
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966. . (Born Ga.).... .. WILLIAM J. HARDEE. ... .... (Ap'd Ga.)..26

Military History.—Cadet at the U. S. Military Academy from July 1,
1834, to July 1, 1838, when he was graduated and promoted in the Army to
Secoxp Lreur., 20 Dracooxns, Juny 1, 1838.

Served: in the Florida War, 1838-40; at the Cavalry School of Saumur,
(First Lievur., 20 DRAGOONS, DEC. 3, 1839)

France, 1840-42; in garrison at Baton Rouge, La., 1842-43; on frontier duty
at Ft. Jesup, La., 1843-45; in Military Occupation of Texas, 1845-46; in the
(CapTAIN, 2D DRAGOONS, SEP. 13, 1844)

War with Mexico, 184648, being engaged in the Skirmish of La Rosia (30 miles
above Matamoras), Apr. 25, 1846, where he was captured and held as a prisoner
of war till released, May 10, 1846,—Siege of Vera Cruz, Mar. 9-29, 1847,—
Skirmish at Medelin, Mar. 25, 1847,-—Skirmish of La Hoya, June 20, 1847,—
(Bvr. Major, MAR. 25, 1847, ¥or GaLnANT AND MERITORIOUS CONDUCT
IN THE AFFAIR AT MEDELIN, NEAR VERA CrUz, MEX.)

Battle of Contreras, Aug. 19, 1847,—Skirmish at San Auvgustine, Aug. 20,
1847,—Battle of Molino del Rey, Sep. 8, 1847,—and Operations before and
(Bvr. Lreur.-Cor., Aug. 20, 1847, ror GarraNT AND MERITORIOUS CONDUCT

' IN THE AFFAIR WITH THE ENEMY AT SAN AUGUSTINE, MEX. )
Capture of the City of Mexico, Sep. 13-14, 1847; on Recruiting service, 1848;
at Carlisle, Pa. (Cavalry School for Practice), 1848; on frontier duty, on
march from Ft. Brown to Leredo and San Antonio, Tex., 1848-49,—Ft. Inge,
Tex., 1849-50, 1850-51,—March to San Saba, 1851,—and San Antonio, Tex.,
1851; on leave of absence, 1851-52; on frontier duty at ¥'t. Graham, Tex., 1852;
on leave of absence, 1852-53; in paying troops in Florida, 1853; on frontier
duty at Ft. Graham, Tex., 1853 ; in compiling, 1853-55, ¢ Rifle and Light
Infantry Tactics,” being chiefly a translation, by Lieut. Benet, Ordnance Corps,
U. 8. Army, from the French, of ¢“L’ Exercise et Manceuvres des Batallions de
Chasseurs a Pied,” which, as modified by a revising board of officers, was
adopted, Mar. 29, 1855, for the nse of the Army and Militia of the United
(MaJOR, 2D CAVALRY, Mar. 3, 1855)
States; in garrison at Jefferson Barracks, Mo., 1855; on frontier duty at Camp
Cooper, Tex., 1856,—and Ft. Mason, Tex., 1856; at the Military Academy,
1856-60, as Commandant of Cadets, July 22, 1856, to Sep. 8, 1860 (with local
rank of Lieut.-Colonel, from June 12, 1858), and Instructor of Infantry Tactics,
July 22, 1856, to Sep. 8, 1860, and of Artillery and Cavalry Tactics, Aug. 6,
(Lrevt.-CoroNEL, 1sT Cavarry, JusE 28, 1860)
1856, to Sep. 8, 1860; and on leave of absence, 1860-61.
REesicyED, Jan. 31, 1861.
Joined in the Rebellion of 1861-66 against the United States.
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SHERMAN'S “ BUMMERS” CAPTURING FAYETTEVILLE COURT HOUSE, N. C.

FROM A SKETCIL

MADE AT THE TIME,

THE FAILURE TO CAPTURE HARDEE.

BY ALEXANDER ROBERT CHISOLM, COLONEL, C. 8. A,

HEN General Sherman in his march across
Georgia had passed through Milledgeville,
General Beauregard was hastily ordered from Mis-
sissippi to Charleston, there to assume command
of the department then commanded by General
Hardee, § who had urgently asked for his presence.
‘When he arrived in Charleston Sherman was
close to Savannah, the end of his march to the sea.

Here he lost an easy and brilliant opportunity to
capture, with that city, Hardee’s entire command
of about 10,000 men. In his “ Memoirs” he writes
(Vol. II., p. 204) that General Slocum wanted to
transfer a whole corps to the South Carolina bank
of the Savannah River, the object being to cut off
Hardee’s retreat. At that time Hardee’s only line
of retreat was at Screven’s Ferry to a causeway,

} Licutenant-General W. J. Hardee was assigned to the command of the Department of South Carolina, Georgia,
and Florida, on the 28th of September, 1864, succeeding Major-General Samuel Jones.— EDITORS,
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over two miles in length, on the South Carolina
bank. Without a pontoon-bridge or other means
of getting away, he was relying only on three very
small steamboats. The only troops he had on the
Carolina bank were a small force of light artillery
and Ferguson’s brigade of Wheeler’s cavalry, num-
bering not more than 1000 men. At this time
Beauregard’s ** Military Division of the West ” did
not embrace the department of General Hardee,
although he had authority and discretion there, in
an emergency. Thevefore he had gone to Charles-
ton on December 7th, with a view of saving and
concentrating the scattered Confederate forces in
that region for some effective action against Sher-
man. He telegraphed Hardee (December 8th),
advising him to hold Savannah as long as practi-
cable, but under no circumstances to risk the gar-
rison, and to be ready for withdrawal to a junction
with Major-General Samuel Jones at Pocotaligo,
South Carolina. At Hardee’s urgent request Beau-
regard went to Savannah on the morning of the
9th. Finding no means prepared for the con-
tingeney of evacuation he directed the immediate
construetion of a pontoon-bridge, with the planta-
tion rice-flats (collected at my suggestion) for pon-
toons. These, moored by old guns and car-wheels
for anchors, were covered with flooring supplied
by pulling down the wharves and wooden build-
ings. After giving instructions as to the plan of
operations, Beauregard returned to Charleston.
Instruetions were also given for the best feasible
defense of the causeway and road'from Screven’s
Ferry. On the 14th Hardee telegraphed to
Beauregard of the enemy’s movements, his own
doubts and his desire to have specific orders;
and on the 15th he again telegraphed, urging
Beauregard to return and determine the actual
time for the evacuation and junction with Jones.
Beauregard (whom I accompanied) went to Sa-
vannah on the night of the 16th, in my wagon,
running the gauntlet of Foster’s batteries near
Pocotaligo so as to save the railroad from ob-
struction by an unlucky shot at his train, and
traversing by like conveyance the distance along
which the railroad had been broken by Sherman
near Savannah, my wagon and pair of horses being
transported between the breaks in freight-cars.
He found the pontoon-bridge only about one-third
constructed, some of Wheeler’s cavalry having de-
stroyed a number of rice-flats collected, supposing
they had been gathered by Sherman for the cross-
ing of the river. But the work was prosecuted
with such vigor by the chief engineer, Colonel
John G. Clarke, in person, that by daylight of the
19th General Beauregard found it all but com-

3 In his “ Mewmoirs,” Vol. IT., p. 216, General Sherman
explains his action at this time as follows:
.

“On the 18th of December, at. my camp by the side of the
plank-road, eight miles back of Savannah, I received Gen-
eral Hardee's letter declining to surrender, when nothing
remained but to assault. The groumd was difficult, and, as
all former assaults had proved so bloody, I coneluded to make
one more effort to completely surround Savannah on all sides,
so0 as further to excite Hardee's fears, and in case of snecess
to capture his whole army. We had already completely
invested the place on the north, west, and south, but there
remained to the enemy on the east the use of the old dyke

THE FAILURE TO CAPTURE HARDEE.

pleted, stretching from the city to Hutehinson’s
Island, over which a causeway was built; thence
to Pennyworth Island, where another causeway was
laid ; thenece across the Back River to a causeway
that led over the swamps to the main-land of the
Carolina bank. Beauregard ordered the movement
to be made that night, though accident delayed it
until the night of the 20th, when by this route —
the only exit from Savannah — Hardee was safely
withdrawn, with field-artillery, baggage, and stores,
and the bridge then destroyed. This was one of the
neatest achievements of the war, rivaling in deci-
sion, resource, and skill the evacnations of Corinth
and of Morris Island by the same commander.

But meunwhile, cautiously leaving his 60,000
men concentrated on the Georgia bauk of the river,
General Sherman had gone in person around by
the sea to Hilton Head in order to procure the
assistance of Ioster’'s army for the investment
of Savannah from the Carolina bank. It is clear
that, had Slocum’s suggestion heen adopted, or
had even the single brigade of his corps that had
crossed the river above Savannah been vigor-
ously pushed against the thin line of Confederate
pickets covering this causeway, all escape from
Savannah must have been eut off: General Sher-
man saw his mistake too late, and, in his letter of
December 24th, 1864, he excuses himself to Hal-
leck: ¢‘I feel somewhat disappointed at Hardee’s
escape, bnt really am not to blame. I moved as
quickly as possible to close up the Union cause-
way, but intervening obstacles were such that, be-
fore I could get troops on the road, Hardee had
slipped out.” The real point is that, having an
overwhelming force, his movement should have
been a prompt and vigorous one to the rear of
Savannah, and not a voyage to Hilton Head to bor-
row forces from General Foster.; As fo “inter-
vening obstacles,” they consisted of some light
artillery and a very thin line of cavalry of which,
in his letters, he saw fit to write in the most
disparaging terms. In this case they seem to have
sufficed to cover the retreat of about 10,000 men.

To estimate General Sherman’s error we must
here consider that the Confederate troops in Sa-
vannah formed the only substantial force then in-
terposed, and the bulk of the only force atterward
interposed, between him and Grant. From a mili-
tary point of view, therefore, this failure was of
importance. Beauregard had suggested to the
Government a bold and rapid concentration of
a portion of Lee’s army with the forces that he
was then assembling, in order to try a supreme
and decisive blow against Sherman, and, if sue-
cessful, then to concentrate all forces upon Grant.

or plank-road leading into South Carolina, and I knew that
Hardee would have a pontoon-bridge across the river. On
examining my maps I thought that the division of John P,
Ilateh, belonging to General TPoster’'s command, might be
moved from its then position at Broad River, by water, down
to Bluffton, from which it could reach the plank-road, fortify
and hold it, at some risk, of course, becanse Ilardee could
avail himself of his central pogition to fall on this detachment
with his whole army.”

To carry out the purpose Sherman went to IIilton
Head, and on the way back was mef with the announce-
ment that Hardee had evacuated Savannah.— EDITORS.
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