BRAGG, Braxton, soldier, b. in Warren co., N.
C., 2 March, 1817; d. in Galveston, Texas, 27 Sept.,
1876. Ile was graduated at the U. 3. military acad-
emy in 1837, standing 5th in a class of fifty. Among
his classmates were Gens. Benham, Townsend,
Sedgwick, and Hooker on the national side, and
Iarly and Pemberton on the confederate side. He
was appointed lieutenant of artillery, and served
mainly in Florida until 1843, during the war with
the Seminoles ; from 1843 till 1845 he was stationed
at Fort Moultrie, in Charleston harbor, and just
before the war with Mexico was ordered to Texas.
In May, 1846, he was made captain by brevet for
gallant conduct in the defence of Ifort Brown,
Texas, and in June was promoted captain of artil-
lery. He was present at the battle of Monterey,
21-23 Sept., and was brevetted major for gallant
conduct there, In
1847 he was bre-
vetted lieutenant-
colonel for gal-
lantry at the bat-
tle of Buena Vis-
ta. From 1848 till
1855 he was en-
gaged in frontier
service at Jef-
ferson Barracks,
Mo., Fort Gib-
son, and Washita.
In March, 1855,
he was appointed
major of caval-
ry, but declined
andreceived leave
of absence. In
January, 1856, he
resigned his com-
mission and re-
tired to his plan-
tation at Thibodeaux, La. In 1859-'61 he was com-
missioner of the board of public works of the state
of Louisiana. When the civil war began he was ap-
pointed brigadier-general in the confederate army
n 1861, and placed in command at Pensacola, Fla.
In February, 1862, he was promoted major-general
and ordered to join the army of the Mississippi.
He took part in the battle of Shiloh, 6-7 April,
and was promoted general in place of A. S. John-
ston, killed. After the evacuation of Corinth he
succeeded Gen. Beauregard in command of the de-
partment. In August he led a formidable force,
45,000 strong, into Kentuckv but, after the battle
of Perryville, 8 Oct., he 1etxeated carrying with
him a vast quantity of supplies. He was removed
from his command and placed under arrest, but
was soon restored, and resumed command of the
force oy Jpoqed to the national army under Rose-
crans, IHe was worsted by Rosecrans in the pro-
tracted contest of Stone river or Murfreesboro, 31
Dec., 1862, and 2 Jan., 1863; again encountored
and defented him at Chickamaug‘a, 19 and 20
Sept., 1863; but was decisively defeated by Gen.
Grant at Chattanooga, 23-25 Nov. About 2 Dec.
he was relieved from command and called to Rich-
mond, where for a time he acted as military ad-
viser to Mr. Davis, with whom he was a favorite.
In the autumn of 1864 he led a small force from
North Carolina to Georgia to operate against Sher-
man, but withont success. After the war he be-
came chief engineer for the state of Alabama, and
superintended the improvements in Mobile bay,
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but with these exceptions his life was passed in
comparative retirement.—His brother, Thomas,
governor of North Carolina, b. in Warrenton, War-
ren co., N. C., in 1810; d. in Raleigh, 21 Jan., 1872.
He was educated at the military academy at Mid-
dletown, Conn., studied law, was admitted to the
bar in 1831, and began practice at Jackson, N. C.
He was chosen to the state legislature in 1842, and
in 1854 was elected governor of North Carolina,
holding that office until 1858. He was elected U.
S. senator in 1859, but withdrew in 1861 after the
secession of his state. Jefferson Davis made him
attorney-general in his cabinet, 22 Feb., 1861, and
he acted in that capacity two years. Having lost
all his means by the war, Gov. Bragg resumed the
practice of his profession and also re-entered politi-
cal life, becoming chairman of the state democratic
committee. He was active in the impeachment
proceedings against Gov. Holden.




895. .(Born N, €.)cseies s BRAXTON BRAGG....... .. (ApdN.C.)..5

Military History.—Cadet at the U. S. Military Academy from July 1,
1833, to July 1, 1837, when he was graduated and promoted in the Army to
Seconp Ligur., 3D ARTILLERY, JuLy 1, 1837.

Served: in garrison at Ft. Monroe, Va., 1837; in the Florida War, 1837-38;
in the Cherokee Nation, 1838, while emigrating the Indians to the West; in
(First LIeUT., 3D ARTILLERY, JUuLy 7, 1838)
the Florida War, 1838-39; on Recruiting service, 1840; in the Florida War,
1840-41, 1841-42; in garrison at St. Augustine, Fla., 1842-43, —and Ft. Moul-
trie, S. C., 1843-44, 1844 -45; in Military Occupation of Texas, 1845-46; in the
War with Mexico, 1846-48, being engaged in the Defense of Ft. Brown, Tex.,
(Bvr. Capr., May 9, 1846, For GALLANT AND DisTINGUISHED CONDUCT
1N THE DEFENSE oF Fr. BrowN, TEX.)

(CAPTAIN, 3D ARTILLERY, JUNE 18, 1846)
May 3-9, 1846,—Battle of Monterey, Sep. 21-23, 1846,—and Battle of Buena
(Bvr. Major, SEp. 23, 1846, ror GarLrANT CONDUCT IN THE SEVERAL
Conrricrs AT MoNTEREY, MEX.)
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Vista, Feb. 22-23, 1847; on the Staff of Bvt. Maj.-General Gaines, as Acting
(Bvr. Leur.-CoL., FEB 23, 1847, ror GarzaxT AND MERITORIOUS CONDUCT
IN THE BarrreE or BuENA VisTa, MEeX.)

Asst. Inspector-General, Western Division, Feb. 21 to Aug. 10, 1849; in gar-
rison at Jefferson Barracks, Mo., 1849, 1850-52, 1853; on frontier duty at I't.
Gibson, I. T., 1853-564,—and Ft. Washita, I. T., 1854-55; and on leave of
(Magor, 1st Cavarry, Mar. 3, 1855: DECLINED)

absence, 1855-56.
RESIGNED, JAN. 3, 1856.

Civil History.—Sugar Planter, Lafourche Parish, La., 1856-61. Commis-~
sioner of the Board of Public Works of the State of Louisiana, 1859-61.
Joined in the Rebellion of 1861-66 against the United States.
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