
BAIRD, Allsalolll, so lciier, b. in Washington, 
Pa., 20 Aug., 1824. He was graduated at 'Wash
ington eolleO"e in 1841 and studied 1m\,. In 1845 
he entered the "Vest Point academy, was graduated 
in 1849, and served tiS second lieutenant in the' 
Florida hostilities from 1850 to 1853. ITe wa~ 
promoted first lieutcnant 24 Dec., 1853, and frolll 
1853 to 1839 was stationed at "Vest Point as assist
a.nt professor of mathcmatics. In March, 18G1, 
he took command of the light battery for thc de
fence of Washington, and on 11 :May was brevet
ted c'1ptain aml fl,ppointecl assistant in the llllju
tant-general's dcpartment. In Jnly, 18G1, he 
served us adjnta,nt-general of Tyler's division in 
the defence of "Vashington a,nd in the :Manassas 
call1paign, being present at Blackburn's Ford lIml 
at Bull Run. He was prol1loted captain 3 Aug., 
1861, servcd as assistant adj utant-general and was 
promotcd major 12 No,' ., 1861, and served ns 
assistant inspector-genera.l and chief of sta,jf of the 
fourth army COI'PS in the peninsular camj)aign, 
where he was enga.gc<l in the siege of Yontowll 
and the battle of \Villiamsbmg. He cornnmnded 
a brigade of the Army of the Ohio from May to 
September. 1862, und was engaged in the capture 
of Clllnberland Gnp. From October, 18G2, to June, 
18G3, be cornmfmded the 3d division of the Army of 
Kentucky abollt Lexington and Danville and in 
the operations of Gen. Rosecrans in Tennessee, 
being en.\1·a.ged at Tullahoma, the capture of Shel
byville, lJutch Gnp, Pigeon Mou nta in, and Chickn
maugn. For gallant and meritorious services in 
thc last action he received the brevet of Iieuten
ant-coloncl. In operations about Clmttanooga he 
comnHtndcd a div ision of the 1Mh army corps and . 
ga.ined the brovet rank of colonel. ITc was en
gaged in the battle of Missionary Ridge, was in 
numorous skirlTlishesin pursuit of thc enemy in 
the invasion of Georgia, and was prescnt at the 
surrcnder of Atlanta. He was brevetted majoJ."
gencml of volunteers for services in thc captu re of 
Atlanta, in the pursuit of Hood's a.rmy and the 
march to the sea., a,nc1 the capture of Sf1Vannah. 
He participated in the ma.rch through the Cal'O
linas, was engaged !tt 13entonville a.nd Rn,leigh, and 
wns pl'esent at t he surrender of Johnston's army 
<l,t Durham ~tation. For his services ill the At
In.nta campaign he received the brcvet ra.nk of 



brigadier-general in the regular army on 13 March, 
1865, with that of major-geneml for services dlll'ing 
the rebellion. He served as inspeetor-general of 
the depa.rtment of the lakes from 1866 to 1868, of 
the department of Dakota till 1870., of the division 
of the south till 1872, and subsequently as assistant 
inspector-genem! of the division of the i\1issou~·i. 
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Military History.-Cadet at the U. S. Military Academy from July 1, 
1845. to July 1, 1849. when he was gmdullted and promoted in the Army to 

TIn. SECOND LIEL'T. 2D ARTILLERY, JULY 1, 1849. 
Sel'ved: in garrison at F.t. Monroe, V",.. 1849- 50,-anc1 Ft.Columlms, N. Y., 

(SECOND LIEL'T. 1ST ARTILLERY, AplI. 1, 18(0) 
1850; in Florida Hostilities, against the Seminole Indians, 1850-51, 1852-53; 

(FmsT LIEUT., 1ST ARTILLERY, DEC. ~4, 1853 to MAY, 14, 1861) 
ILt t.he Miltary Academy, 1853-59, as Asst. Pr0fessor of Mathematics, Jan. 19, 
1853, to Sep. 9, 1856, - and Principal Assistant Professor of Mathematics, 
Sep. 9, 1856, to Aug. 31, 1859; on fmntier duty at Ft. Brown, Tex., 185!)- 60, 
-and Ringgold Barracks, Tex., 1860; and in garrisou at Ft. Monroe, Va., 
1860-61. 

Served during the Rebollion of the Seceding States, 1861-66: in command 
of Light Battery, in Defense of Washington, D. C., Mar. 10 to May 11, 1861; 

(Bv-I. CAPT. STAFF-AsST. ADJUTANT-GENElIAL, MAY 11, 1861) 

Its Assistant in the Adutanl-General's Office, Washington, D. C., May 11 to July 2, 

1861; as Adjutant-General of General Tyler's Division in the Defenses of Wash

ington, and in the Manassas Campaign, July 2-25, 1861, being engaged in the 

Action of Blackburn's Ford, July 18, 1861,-anr! Bntt.le ofBull Run, July21, 1861; 

as Assistant in the Adjutant-General's Department, July 25, to Nov. 21, 1861; on 


(CAPT. STAFF--AsST. ADJUTANT-GENERAL, AUG. 3, 1861) 

Inspection duty in the War Department, Nov. 21, 1861, to Mar., 1862; as In

(MAJOR STAFF-AsST. INSPECTOR-GENElIAL, Nov. 12, 1861) 

spector-General and Chief of Staff of the 4th Corps (Army of the Potomac), in 

the Virginia Peninsular Campaign, ?lIar.-May, 1862. being eng'lged in the Siege 

of Yorktown, Apr. 5-May 4, 1862,-and Battle of Williamsburg, May 5, 1862; 


(BRlG.-GENERAL, U. S. VOLUN'IEERS, APR. 28, 1862) 

in command of 27th Bl-igade (Army of the Ohio), ~Iay-Sep., 1862, being en

gnged in the Capture of Cumberlaud G'1p, June, 1862,-and its Occupation, till 

evacuated, Sep., 1862; in command of 3d Division (Army of Kentucky), about 

Lexington and D,lnviile, Oct., 186~, to Jan., 1863; in Operations in Tennessee, 
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Feb.-Jnne, 1863, being engaged in the Defense of Franklin, Mar. 5-June 2, 
1863, and Hepulse of Vall Dorn's Assault upon the place, Apr. 10, 1863,-and 
Skirmish at 'friune, .June 11, 1863; in Major-General Rosecraus' Tennessee 
Cnmpaign, JUlie 24 to Oct. 10, 1863, being engaged in the Advance upon Tul
lahoma, Juue 24-Jnly 4, 1863, - Captura of Shelbyville, June 27, 1863,
Crossing the Cumberland Mountains and Teunessee Hiver, Aug, 15-Sep. 4, 
1863, - Action at Dug Gap, Pigeon Mountain, Ga., Sep. 11, 18G3,-Battle of 
Chickamauga, Sep. 19-20, 18!i3,-Skirmish at Hossville, Sep. 21, 1863..·-and 

(Bn. LIEUT.-COL, SEP. 20, 1863, FOR GALLANT AND MERITORIOUS SEUVIVES 
AT THE BATTLE OF CHIClLUIAUGA, GA.) 

Occupation of Chatta.JlOogll, Sep. 21- 0ct.. 10, 1863; in commund of Division, 
14th Army Corps, in Occupation of and Operations about Chattanooga, Oct. 10, 
1863, to Apr., 1864,-Bnttle of ~Iissiouary Hidge, No\'. 23-25, 1863, -Pursuit of 

(BVT. COLONEL, Nov. 24, 1863, FOR GALLANT L'ID MERITORIOUS SERVICES 
AT THE BATTLE OF CHATTANOOGA, TEN,) 

the enemy to Hinggold, Nov. 26, 1863, - -Heconnoissance toward Dalton, Feb. 25, 
1864, - and Skirmishes [1t Tunnel Hill, Apr. 29 and MH,y 2, 1864; in the Inv[1
sion of Georgia, May 4 to Dec, 21,1864, being engllged in the Battle of Hesncca, 
May 14, 1864,-Pursuit of the enemy, with constant skirmishing, May 17- 28, 
1864, - Movcment against Pine Mountain, with almost daily severe engage
mentA, May 28 to Jnne 20, 1864, - Battles of Kenes.1w Mountain, June 20 
to July 2, H164;- Action at Vining's Stat,ion, July 9, 1864, - Combat ut Peach 
Tree Creek, July 20, IH64,-Siege of Atlanta, ,July 22-Sep. 2, 1864, iucluding 
the Actions at Utoy Creek, Aug. 4- 5, 1864, - Battle of Jonesboro, Sep. I, 
1864..-Sun-ender of Atlanta. Sep. 2, 1864, and Occupl1tion 0f the place, 
Sep. 8-27, 1864,-Pmsuit of Hebels under Geneml Hood, Sep. 28-~ov. 15, 
1864,-Mnrch to the Sea, with numerous Actions and Skirmi~hes, from At
lanta to S[1mn11<1h, Nov. 10 to Dec. 13, 18G4, - and Surrender of Savannah, 
Dec. 21, 186i; in the Invasion of the Carolinas, Jan. 15 to Apr. 26, 1865, being 

(Bv'!'. MAJ.-GENERAL, U. S. VOLUNTEERS, SEP. I, 1864, FOR FAITHFVL 
SEUVICES AND DISTINGUISHED CONDUCT DURING THE ATLANTA CAM

PAIGN, AND PARTICULARLY IN THE BATTLES OF HESACCA AND 
JONESBORO, AND E'OR GENERAL GOOD CONDUCT IN 

CoMlIIAND OF HIS DrnSION AGAINS'r 
SAVANNAH) 

engagecUn the Battle of Bentonville, N. C., Mar. 20, 1865,-Capture of Haleigh, 
Apr. 13, 1865, - in the various long Marches of the Cmnpaign, - and Surrender 
of Lhe Hebel Army, under Geneml J . E. Johnston, at Durham St.ation, N. C., 
Apr. 26, 1865; on'the March to Washington, D. C., and thence to Louisville, 

(By'!'. BRIG. -GENERAL, MAR. 13, 1865, FOR GALLANT AND ~bmITonrous 
SERVICES IN THE CAPTURE 0" ATLANTA, GA.) 

Ky., Apr.-J'une. 186;j; in eomm:lIld of the District of Delaw,u'e I1nd Eastern 
(BVT. ~I.\J.-GENERAL, U. S. AImy, MAn. 1:3, 1865, POR GALLANT AND 

n'IImITOnrOUB SERVICES IN THE FIELD DURING THE R.EnELLION) 
Shore of Maryland, Aug. 5- Sep. I\J, 1865; as Asst. Commissioner of Refu
gees, Freedmen, aud Abandoned Lands, for the State of Louisiana" hend
quartel's at New Orle.'l1s, Nov. 1, 1865, to Sep. 17, 1866; in command of the 
Department of Louisiana, May 28 to Aug. 15, 1866; awaiting orders, Sep. 17 

(MUSTERED OUT OF VOLUNTEER SER\'ICE, SEP. I, 1866) 

to Dec. 1, 1866; and as Inspector-General of the Depl1rtment of the Lakes, 

Dec. 1, 1866, to 
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Baird, Absalom, brigadier-general, was born in Washington, Pa., 
Aug. 20, 1824, and graduated at West Point in 1849. He served in 
1850-51 as second lieutenant during the Seminole war. In 1853 he 
was promoted to first lieutenant and served until 1859 as assistant 
professor of mathematics at the military academy, spending the 
next two years on frontier and garrison duty. In March, 1861, he 
took command of the light battery for the Department of Wash
ington, and on May II was brevetted captain. In July, 1861, he 
served as adjutant-general in the defense of Washington and in 
the Manassas campaign, engaging later in the siege of Yorktown 
and the battle of Wi11iamsburg. He commanded a brigade in the 
Army of the Ohio from May to Sept., 1862, and was engaged in 
the capture of Cumberland gap. From Oct., 1862, to June, 1863, 
he commanded the third division in the Army of the Kentucky, and 
was, for gallant action at Chickamauga, brevetted lieutenant-colonel. 
He also held important commands in the operations about Chat
tanooga, the battle of Missionary ridge, the march to the sea, the 
capture of Atlanta, and the march through the Carolinas, being 
present at the surrender of Johnston's army at Durham station. For 
his services in the Atlanta campaign he received the brevet rank of 
brigadier-general in the regular army, while distinguished services 
throughout the war won him that of brevet major-general, U . S. A. 
Since the war, Gen. Baird has served as inspector-general of vari
ous de artments. 



Baird, Absalom.* [Born in Penn. Appointed from Penn.] 
Brevet 2nd Lieut. 2nd Artillery,l July, 1849. 2nd Lieut. 1st Artillery,. 1 April, 

1850. 1st Lieut., 24 Dec., 1853. Brevet Capt.ain Asst. Adjt. Genl., 11 May, 
1861. Vacated commission of 1st Lieut. Artillery, 14 May, 1861. Captain Asst. 
Adjt. Genl., 3 Aug., 1861. Vacated 14 Nov., 1861. Major Assist. Inspector 
Genl., 12 Nov.,1861. Brig. Genl. Vols., 28 April, 1862. Brevet Lieut. Col., 20 
Sept., 1863, for gallant and meritorious services in the Battle of Chickamauga, 
Ga. Brevet Colonel, 24 Nov., 1863, for gallant and meritorious service in the 
Battle of Chatt.anooga, Tenn. Brevet l'lajor Genl. Vols., 1 Sept., 1864, for 
faithful services and discreet conduct during the Atlanta campaign, and par· 
ticularly in the Battles of Resaca and Jonesborough, and for general good 
conduct in the command of his division against Savannah. Brevet Brigadier 
Genl., 13 March, 1865, for gallant and meritorious service in the capture of 
Atlanta, Ga. Brevet Major Genl., 13 lI:Iarch, 1865, for gallant and meritorious 
services in the field during the Wi~r. }Iustered out of Volunteer service, 1 Sept., 
1866. Lieut. Colonel Assist. Inspector Genl., 13 June, 1867, with pay from 16 
June, 1874, (Act 16 June, 1874.) 




