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WltLIAMS, Thomas. soldier, b. in New York 
state in 1815; d. in Baton Rouge, La., 5 Aug., 
1862. He was appointed a cadet in the U. S. mili­
tary academy from Michigan, grnduated in 1837, 
and immediately commissioned as 2d lieutenant 
of infantry. He sel:yed in the Florida wars and 
during the Canudiun rebellion on the northern 
frontier, was assistant professor of mathematics at 
the military academy in 1840-'1, being promoted 
1st lieu tenant on 5 Oct., 1840, and from 1844 till 
1850 was a.ide-de-camp to Gen. Winfield Scott. 
Dnring the i\Jexican wur he was present at Vera 
Cruz and the other principal engagements of the 
war, re<:eiving the breyet of captain for bravery 
at Contreras and Churubusco, and that of major 
for taking a guJlant part in the battle of Chapulte­
pec. He became a capta.in on 12 ~el?t., 1850, was 
engaged in operations against the ~eminoles in 
l?lorida in 1856-'7 and in the Utah expedition in 
1858, was promoted major on 14 May, 1861, mId 
ml).de a briga.dier-geneml of volnnteers on 28 Sept., 
1861. He took pa.rt in the North Carolina expedi­
tion, and remained in command of Fort Hatterns 
till Mar<:h, 1862, then took command of a brig-alle 
in the ShiP . island expedition, wa.s engaged in 
opening the lower Mississippi ill April and May, 
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1862, commanded in the first unsu ccessful attack 
on Vicksburg, and projected and superintended 
the cutting of a canal that was designed to turn 
the course of t.he Mississippi a.way from that city. 
On the failnre of this enterprise he wus placed ill 
command at Baton Rouge, where he successfully 
repelled the vigorous attack of Gen. J ohn C. Breck­
illl'idge, and was killed in the moment of victory 
while leading to the charge an Indiana regiment 
whose field-officers ha.d fa.llen. 



Williams, Thos.* [Born in N. Y. Appointed from Mich.] 
2nd Lieut. 4th Artillery, 1 July, 1837. 1st Lieut., 5 Oct., 1840. Captain, 12 Sept., 

1850. Major 5th Artillery, 14 May, 1861. Killed at the Battle of Baton Rouge, 
La., 5 Aug., 1862. Brevet Rank:-Brevet Captain, 20 Aug., 1847, for gallant and 
mentorious conduct at Contreras and Churubusco. Brevet Major, 13 Sept., 1847, 
for gallant and meritorious conduct at Chapultepec. 



WILLIAMSON, James AlexfLlHler, soldier, b. 
in Adair connty, Ky., 8 Feb., 1829. He was edu­
cated at Knox college, Ill., but was not graduated, 
stndied law, and was admitted to the bar, but was 
mustered into the military service of the Unit.ed 
States, 8 Aug., 1861, as 1st lieutenant and adju­
tant of the 4th Iowa infantry. After the blLttle of 
Pea Ridge, where he was \vounded, he was pro­
moted to lieutenant-colonel of the regiment and 
immediately afterward he was made its colonel. 
At the ba,tile of Chickasaw Bayou, near Vicksbnr~, 
on 28 Dec., 1862, he led the assault of Thayer s 
brigade on the enemy's lines and was seriously 
wounded. By order of Gen. Grant he was allowed 
to inscribe on the colors of his regiment" First 
at Chickasaw Bayou." He was present at the 
siege of Vicksburg, and immediately after the sur­
render was given command of the 2d brigade of 
the 1st division of the 15th army corps. Col. Will· 
iamson contiuued in command of a brigade or di­
vision until the capture of Savannah, when he was 
made a full brigadier-general of , volunteers, 13 
Ja,n., 1865, having previously been promoted by 
brevet on 19 Dec., 1864. He was also brevetted 
major-general of volunteers, 13 March, 1865. After 
the capture of SfLvannah he was ordered to St. 
Louis, Mo., to take command of the district of 
Missouri, where he remfLined until some time after 
the surrender of the armies of the Confederacy, 
when he was ordered to report to 'Gen. Grenvilie 
M. Dodge for duty in a military and inspecting ex­
pedition of posts in t~e northwest, on Laramie, Pow­
der, and Blghom 1'\vers. While on thiS duty he 
was mustered out of the military service; but he 
did not receh'e the order until his return to St. 
Louis in October, 1865. Gen. Williamson then re­
sumed his profession, and was commissioner of the 
general land-office from June, 1876, till June, 1881, 
and chairman of the public lands commission 
created by act of congress, 3 March, 1879. He was 
elected chairman of the Iowa delegation to the Na­
tional Republican convention at Baltimore in 1864, 
but didllot attend in consequence of his military 
duties, and he was again elected chairman of the 
(~elellation in .1868. He. is now general solicitor 
for tM Atla.ntlc and Pacdl.c raJ\road company. 



WILLIAMSON, Robert Stocktoll, soldier, b. 
in New York in 1824; d. in San Francisco, Cal., 
10 Nov., 1882. He was graduated at the U. S. 
military academy in 1848, assigned to the t0po­
graphical engineers, and took part in various sur­
veys on the Pacific coast till 1856, when he became 
1st lieutenant. From that time till the civil war 
he was on the staff of the commanding general of 
the Depa.rtmeut of the Pacific, a.nd in charge of 
military roads in southem Oregon, with meteoro­
logical. observations on that coast. On 6 Aug., 
1861, he- was promoted capta.in, a.nd, after recon­
noissances on the lower PotOITIa.c till March, 1862, 
he was chief topographical engineer in t.he opera­
tions in North Carolina, being brevetted major, 14 
March, 1862, for services at New Berne, and lieu­
tenant-colonel on 26 April for the siege of Fort 
Macon. He then served with the Army of the 
Potomac, of which he was chief topographical en­
gineer, from 21 Nov. till 21 Dec., 1862, and held 
that post in the Depa.rtment of the Pacific from 9 
Feb. till 3 j\~a.rch, 1863, when he was transferred 
to the corps of engineers, in which he was made 
major on 7 May. Afterward he served on the Pa­
cific coast as superintending engineer of various 
surveys of rivers, harbors, and sites for fortifica­
tions. On 22 Feb., 1869, he was promoted lieuten­
ant-colonel. Col. 'Williamson published "Report 
of a Reconnoissance and Survey in California in 
Connection with Explorations for a Railway Route 

. to .the Pacific" in vol. iii. of "Pacific Railway Re­
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ports" (Washington, 1853); "On the Use of the 
Barometer on Surveys and Reconnoissances" (New 
York, 1868); and "Practical Tables in Meteor­
ology and Hypsometry," being an appendix to the 
foregoing (1869). 



WilUamson, Robt. S.* [Born in No Y. Appointed from N. J.] 
Brevet 2nd Lieut. Topographical Engineers, 1 July, 1848. 2nd J,ieut., 26 Oct., 

1853. 1st Lieut., 20 April, 1856. Captain, 6 Aug., 1861. Brevet Major, 14 
March, 1862, for gallant and meritorious service in action at Newbern, N. C. 
Brevet Lieut. Colonel, 26 April, 18fi2, for gallant and meritorious service in the 
Siege of Fort Macon, N. C. Transferred to Engineers, 3 March, 1863. Major, 7 
May,1863. Lieut. Colonel, 22 Feb., 1869. 



· \VILSON, James Harrison, s(~die r, b. near 
Shawneetown , III., 2 Sept., 1837. His grandfather, 
Alexander, a Virginian by birth, was one of the 
founders of Illinois, and his fat.her, Harrison, was 
an ensig-n in the war of 1812, and captain during 
the Bllwk Hawk 
war. The son was 
cducated a t the 
common schools, 
a t McKendree col­
k ge, and at the 
U. S. military 
academy, where he 
was graduatcd in 
1860 and assignCtl 
to the corps of top­
ogra.phica.l engi­
neers. He sen-cd 
at the headqlHLr­
ters of the Depart­
ment of Oregon 
un t il Junc, U;61, 
when he becamc 
2d lieutenant, and 
on.19 Sept., 1861, ~~/.,~
he was made 1st ff.t/t/~Ol-
lieutenant. He wns . . 
on duty as chief 
topographical eng ineer of the Port Royal expedi­
tion till March, 1862, then served in t he Depart­
ment of t.he South, including t.he bombardment of 
Fort Pulaski, and was a.n acting aide-de-cump to 
Gen. George B. McClellan in September, 1862, being 
present ttt the battles of South Moun tain and An­
tietam. He was appointed lieutenant-colonel in 
the yolunteer staff of the army in Noyember, 1862, 
and served as chief engineer and inspector-general 
of the Army of the Tennessee till October, 1863. 
being active' in the operations before and during 
the siege of Vicksblll'g. . He became captain of 
engineers in May, 1863. und brigadier-general of 
volunteers, :11 Oct., 1863, and WHS engaged in the 
operations near Chattanooga, t he batt le of Uis~ 
sionary Ridge, and the relief of Knoxville, con­
structing bridges till December, 18(;3. Gcn. Wil­
son, after a short tour of duty at Washington in 
eha.rs-e of the cavalry bureau, was placed in com­
mal1l1 of the 3d di vision of the cavalry corps in 
the Army of the Potomac, and bore a conspicuous 
pa.rt in the opera.tions under Gen. Philip H . Sheri­
dan from May till August, 1864, including the 
Richmond raid a.ncl combats 'near P etersbnrg. He 
also led his division durin~ the ShelllLndoa.h cam­
paign, including the bntt le of the Opeqllun, till 
October, 1864, when he was assigned to the com­
mand of the cavalry corps of tho mili tary division 
of the Mississippi, organizing IL body of 15,000 
mounted men, nnd contributiug largely to tbe suc­
cess that attended the armies in the west under 
Gen. George H . Thomas and Gen. William T. 
Sherman, particularly by the assault and capture 
of Selma, Ga. , Montgomery, Ala., and Columbus 
and Uacon, Ga., on 20 April , 18G5, the date of his 
promotion as major-general of volunteers. In 
twenty-eight days he captnred five fortified cities, 
t wenty-three stand of colors, 288 guns, and 6,820 
prisoners, among whom was J effer'son Da vis. Hav­
ing been must.ered out of the volunteer service in 



January, 1866, Gen. "Wilson was for fOllr years 
engaged in the improvement of Mississippi river. 
He was commissioned lieutenant-colonel of the 
35th infantry, 28 July, 1866, and brevetted to the 
grade of major-genernl, U. S. army, "for gallant 
and meritorious services" ill the capture of Fort 
Pulaski," the battles of Chattanooga, the Wilder­
ness, and Nashville, and capture of Selma, respect­
ively. He was honorably discharged, at his own 
request, 31 Dec., 1870. He has been largely engaged 
in railroad und engineering operations since his 
retirement froll1 the Hrllly. Be is the author of 
"China: Tra'-els and Investigations in the Middle 
Kingdom" Ilnd ,. Life of Andrew J. Alexander" 
(New York, 1887): a lso, ill conjunction with Charles 
A. Dalla, "Life of Gen. U. S. Grn,nt" (Springfield, 
Mass., 18(8).-His brother, BLUFORD, served during 
the civi l war as assistant adjutant-general of vol­
unteers, and afterward was solicitor of the U. S. 
tr~~~l~y" ~l~l!,iry; the "_wl~"iskey-ring" pr05,eGutio.':ls. 





Wilson; Jam.es H.* [Born in Ill. Appointed from Ill.j 
Brevet 2nd Lieut. Topographical Engineers, 1 July, 1860. 2nd Lieut., 10 JUlle, 

1861. 1st Lieut., 9 Sept., 1861. Transferred to Engineers, 3 March, 1863. Cap­
tain, 7 May, 1863. Lieut. Colonel 35th Infantry, 28 July, 1866. Unassigned 3 
:March, 1869. Discharged 31 Dec., 1870. Brevet Rank:- Brevet Major, 11 
April, 1862, for gallant and meritorious I"ervice at the capture of Fort Pulaski, 
Ga. Brevet Lieut. Colonel, 24 Nov., 1864, for gallant and meritorious service at 
the B.attle of Chattanooga, Tenn. Brevet Colonel, 5 May, 1864, for gallant and 
meritorious service at the Battle of the Wilderness, Va. Brevet Brigadier Genl., 
13 March, 1865, for gallant and meritorious service at the Battle of Nashville, 
Tenn. Brevet Major Genl., 13 March, 1865, for gallant and meritorious service 
in the Capture of Selma, Ala. 



'WINSLOW, Ed'wanl Francis, soldier, b. in I 
Augusta, 1\1e., 28 Se t., 1837. He was educated at 
the Augusta high-school, rcmovcd in 1856 to Mount 



, 

Pleasant, Henry co., Iowa, and soon afterward be­
came interested in the construction of railways. 
He was a captain in the 4th Iowa c!l.vairy in 
1861, a.nd wa.s promoted ma.jor, 3 Ja.n., 1863, a.nd 
colonel on the day tht1t Vicl<sbnrg fell. He then 
tool< part in the campaign against Gen. Joseph E. 
Johnston, and soon afterward was appointed by 
Gen. Sherman chief of cava.lry, a.nd pla.ced in COll1­

mand of the cava.lry forces of the 15th corps, 
which posts he held till Ma.rch, 1864. In Febru­
ary. 1864, he commanded the cavalry of Gen. Sher­
ma.n's army in the campaign against Gen. Leo­
nidas Polk, a.nd successfully attacked the Confed­
erate cavalry neal' Jackson. He was in command of 
a brigade of cavalry in the engagement at Gun-
town, Miss., in 1864, and after the tlefeat of the 
National forces covered the retreat. In October, 
1864, Col. Winslow's brigade formed part of Gen. Al­
fred Pleasanton's force in pursuit of Gen. Stel'iing 
Price. He was severely wounded at Big Blue river 
on 22 Oct., and was unable to resume his command 
till November. FIe was brevetted brigadier-gen­
eral of Yolnnteers, 12 Dec., 1864, with his brigade 
pa.rticipated in the expedition against Selma, 
Montgomery, Columbus, and Macon in the spring 
of 1865, and on 16 April took Columbus, Ga., by 
assault. Soon after retiring to civil life he en­
gaged in the constrllction of ra.ilways. On 1 Nov., 
1879. as vice-president and general ma.nager of the 
Manhattan elevated railway in New York city, he 
took charge of that property and un ified the sys­
tem of control and management of its lines; but, 
having been elected president of the St. Louis and 
San Francisco railway company and vice-president 
of the Atlantic and Pacifie ra.ilway company, he 
se'-ered his connection with the Manhattan com­
puny, 31 March, 1880. He was a.lso for several 
years president of the New York, Ontario, anti 
Western ra.ilwl\.y company. a.nd formed a.n associa­
tion for the purpose of building the West Shore 
railway. which he com leted in abont three ears. 



and various articles in magazines. - Theodore's 
cousin, Frederick, soldier, b. in New York city, 
13 Aug., 1839; d. nenr Five Forks. Va., 1 April, 
1865, was the son of 1'homus C. vVinthrop. He 
was commi~sioned a captnin in the 12th U. S. in­
fantry, 26 Oct., 1861, and received the brevet of 
brigaclier-gene.1'111 of voluntee.rs on 1 Ang., 1864. 
He was killed at the bltttle of Fi\'(~ Forl(s, where 
he commanded a brigade in the 5th corps. In 
1867 the brevet of major-general of volnnteers was 
conferred on him, nmong the few brevets that were 
given aft.er denth. It wns dated back to 1 April, 
1865, the dny of the battle in which lUI fell. 
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WITHERS, Jones Mitchell, soldier, b. in 
Madison county, Wis., 12 Jan., 1814. He was 
graduated Itt" the U. S. military academy in 1835, 
and resigned in the same yea,r. lJUt during the 
Creek disturbances in 1836 commanded t he Ala­
bama volunteers. He subsequently studied law in 
Tusealoosa, Ala., became priva.te secretary to Gov. 
Clement C. Clay, and was admitted to the ba.r in 
1838. He settled in Mobile as a htwyer and com­
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mission merchant in 1841. He was in the legi~la­
ture in 1855, mayor of Mobile in 1856-'61, and at 
the beginning of the civil wnr entered the Confed­
erate army as eolonel of lhe 3d Alabama infantry. 
He beca.me brigadier-general in July, 1861, com­

. mnnding the defences of Mobile, ma~or-general 
early in 1862, commanded a divjsion ttt :::>hiloh. and. 
participated in the battle of Stone River, 31 Dec., 
1862. He was subsequently in charge of a depart­
ment, with headquarters at Montgomery, Ala. 
After the war he retllrned to Mobile, and edited 
the" Tribune" in that citv. 



Withers, .10110.* 
[Born in T enn. Appointed from Miss. ] Brevet 2nd Lieut. 5th Infantry, 1 July, 1849. 2nd Lieut. 4th Infantry,31 Jan.,1850. 1st Lieut., 31 July, 1854. Brevet Captain Asst. Adjt. Genl., 27 June, 1856.Resigned 1 :March, 1861. 



WOOD, Thoinns John, soldier, ·b. in Munford­
ville. Ky., 25 Sept., 1823. He was graduated at 
the U. S. military academy in 1845, assigned to the 
topographical engineers, and then transferred, at 
his own request, to the 2cl dragoons, becoming a 2cl 

lieutenant there 
on 2 Dec., 1846. 

He took part in 

the war with lVlex· 

ico, being present. 

at the battles of 

Palo Alto. Mon­

terey, I\,nd' Buemt 

Vista, served sub­

sequently in Lou­

isiana and Texas, 

as aide-de-camp to 

Gen. William S. 

Harney in 1848-'9, 

and as adjutant of 

the 2d dragoons 


p// J' A ~ till 1854. H e was 

V./1..· . ~ d?7~ promoted in suc­

cession to 1 st lieu­
tenant in 1851, and to captain in the 1st cavalry in 
1855, serving in Kansas during the border troubles 
and on the Utah exped ition under Albert Sidney 
Johnston till 1859. He becl1me major, 16 March, and 
lieutenant-colonel, 9 lVfay, 1861, and in October of 
the same year was commissioned brigadier-general 
of volunteers al1l1 placed in cOOlmand of a division 
in the Tennessee and Mississippi campaigns, taking 
part in the battle of Shi loh and the siege of Cor­
inth. During the remainder of the year he. was 
engaged in guarding milroads in Alabama and 
Tennessee, in Gen. Don Carlos Buell's operations 
in Kentucky, the pursuit of Gen . Braxton Bran-g'!' 
forces, and in the battle of Stone River, 31 Dec., 1862. 
where he was wounded. He commanded a divis­
ion in the 21st corps, Army of the CUluberiand, 
dlll'ing the operations in Tennessee, being. pres­
ent at the battles of Chickamauga and Mission 
Ridge, till November. 1863, lind was eno-aged in 
operations for the relief of Knoxville an~ the in­
vasion of Georgia, including the principal biltt!es, 
to the action of Lovejoy's Station in September, 
1864, where he was severely wounded. Gen. 'Wood 
took an active part in the battles of Franklin and 
Nashville, where ·he commanded the 4th corps, 
and in the pursuit of. the enemy to Tennessee 
rh"er in December, 1864 . . He was promoted major­
general of volunteers in January, 1865, and com­
manded various districts and departments in Ten­
nessee, Texas, Arkansas, and Mississippi until he 
was mustered out of the volunteer service, 1 Sept., 
1866. Gen. Wood received t.he brevet of 1st lieu­
tenant, U. S. army, fo1' ga.!lant and meritorious 
conduct in the battle of Buena Vista, that of 
brigadier - general for Chickamauga, and major­
general for Nashville. He was promoted colonel 
of the 2cl cava,lry, 12 Nov., 1861, and retired from 
service, with the rank of major-general, 9 June, 
18G8. and that of brig-adier-g-eneral. 3 Ma.rc:h. 1R71. 





-
Wood, Thomas .T.* [Born in Ky. Appointed from Ky.] 

Brevet 2nc1 Lieut. Topographical Engineers, 1 Jllly, 1845. Transferred to 2nd 
Dragoons, 19 Oct., 1846. 2nd Lieut., 2 Dec., 1846. Brevet 1st Lieut.,23 Feb., 
1847, for gallant and meritorious conduct in the Battles of Buena Vista. Regi­
mentn1 Adjutnnt, 23 Sept., 1849, to 1 July, 1854. 1st Lieut. 2nd Dragoons, 30 
,Tlln e, 1851. Captain 1st Cavalry, 3 March,1855. Mnjor, 16 March, 1861. Lieut. 
Uolonel, 9 May, 1861. 4th Cnvlllry, 3 Aug., 1861. Brigadier Gen!. Vols., 11 Oct., 
1861. Colonel 2nd Cavalry, 12 Nov., 1861. Major Gen!. Vols., 27 Jan., 1865. 
Brevet Brigadier Gen!., 13 March, 1865, for gallant and meritorious lIervice in 



the Battle of Chickamauga, Ga. Brevet Major Genl., 13 March, 1865, for gallant 
and meritorious service in the Battle of Nashville, Tenn. Mustered out of Vol­
unteer service, 1 Sept., 18611. Retired with rank of Major Genl., 9 June, 1868, 
and with rank of Brigadier Gen., 3 March, 1875. 



WOODBURY, Daniel Phineas, soldier, b. in 
New London, N. H., 113 Dec., 1812; d. in Key \Nest, 
Fla., 15 Aug., 1864. He was edllcated at private 
~ehools and at the U. S. military academy, where 
he ' was gmduated in 1836 alld promoted to be 2d 
lieutenant in the 3Ll artillery. In No"ember of the 
s>tme year he was transfeiTed to the engineers, 
but the order was inoperative until July, 1837, 
when he was made brevet 2d lieutenant of engi­
neers, to date from 1 July, 1836. He was engaged 
in the constrnction of the Cumberland road in Ohio 
till 1840, being promoted 1st lieutenant, 7 J Illy, 1838, 
and was then on duty till 1847, repairing fortifica­
tions at points on the .Atlantic coast, and as !I,n 
assistant to the chief of engineers at Washington. 
Lieut. Woodbury was superintending engineer in 
the construction of FOlt Kearny and Fort Laramie 
for the protection of the Oregon route till 1850, 
and on fortification duty on the North Carolina 
coast until 1856, becoming captain of engineers, 
8 March, 1853. Thereafter. until the civil war, he 
was constantly engaged in the duties of his corps 
on the southe,rn coast, and as an assistant to the 
chief of en"ineers. He was promoted major of en­
gineel'S, 6 Aug., 18131, assisted ill the construction 
of the defences of Washington, and was with Gen. 
David Hunter's column at Bull Run. He was 
made lieutenant-colonel and additional aide-de­
camp in September, 1861, and brigadier-general of 
volunteers, 19 March, 1862, and was assigned to 
command the engineer brigade in the Army of the 
Potomac, where he rendered great service in the 
siege of Yorktown a,nd the construction of roads, 
bridges, and causeways for the advance upon Rich­
mond and the subsequent change of base to In.mes 
river. In the Rappahannock campaign of 1862-'3 
Gen. '\Voodbury distinguished himself at Freder­
icksburg in laying down pontoons under the enemy's 
fire, and in their prompt removal after the troops 
had recrossed the river. In Ma,rch, 1863, he was 
pln.ced in command of the District of Key West" 
where he died of yellow fever. He was brevetted 
to the grade of major-general in the United States 
army "for gnllant Mid meritorious services dur­
ing the rebellion," especially on tile peninsula in 
1862 and at the battle of Fredericksburg. Gl'n. 
Woodbury was the author of works on "Sustaining 
Walls" (WashinO'ton. 1845), and the "Theory of 
the Arch" (New 



Woodbury, Daniel P.* [Born in N. H. Appointed from N. H.] 
2nd Lieut 3rd Artillery,l July,1836. Transferred to Engineers, 1 July, 1837. 

with rank of Brevet 2nd Lieut. from 1 July, 1836. 1st Lieut.,7 July, 1838. 
Captain, 3 March, 1853. Major, 6 Aug., 1861. Lieut. Colonel, 1 June, 1863. 
Died 15 Aug.,1864. Br(fIJct R ank :-Brevet Colonel, 1 July,1862, for gallant 
and meritorio liS service during the Virginia Peninsular campaign. Brevet Brig­
adier Genl., 13 Dec., 1862, for gallant and meritorious service at the Battle of 
Fredericksburg, Va.. Brevet Major G~nl., 15 Aug., 1864, for gallant and meri­
torious service during the war. 



of the circuit court in 1866-'75.-fIis son, WILUAM 
S., was killed in battle before Petersburg, 25 June, 
1864.-Another son, George Augustus. soldipr, b. 
in Marshall, Mich., 27 May, 1840; d. in Gettysburg, 
Pa., 4 July, 1863, was graduated at the U. S. mili­
taryacademy in 1857, and became 1st lieutenant 
of artillery in June, 1861. He served in the Yir­
ginia peninsular campaign from March til]' July, 
1862, participating in the siege of Yorktown a.nd 
the battles of Fair Oaks, Glendale, and Mal vern 
Hill, commanded a battery at Antietam in the 
Maryland c!lmpaign, was . engaged Dot Fl'ederiC.ks­
burg and Chancellorsville. and during the Pennsyl­
vania campa.ign commanded a battery, and was 
mortally wounded at Gettysburg. In this ba,ttle 
he WltS stationed on the right of Gen. Winfield S. 
Hancock's line. Of his death Gen. Hancock wrote: 
"Among all the brnve men who fell at Gettysburg 
there are none whose loss I reO'ret more than his." 
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Woodrutf, George ..1..* [Born in Mich. Appointed from Mich.) 
Brevet 2nd Lieut. and 2nd Lieut. and 1st Lieut. 1st Artillery, 24 June, 1861. Died 4 

July, 1863, of wounds received at the Battle of GettyslJurg, Penn. 



WOODRUFF, Israel' Carle, soldier. b. in 
Trenton, N. J., in 1815; d. in Tompkinsville, 
N. Y., 10 Dec., 1878. He was graduated at the 
U. S. military academy in 1836, became 1st lieu­
tenant of topol'raphical engineers in 1842, and 
was superintending topographical engineer of the 
survey of the Creek boundary in 1850-'1. He then 
engaged in reconnoissanees of military roads to 
the South Pass of the Rocky mountains and to 
New Mexico, was subsequent'ly engineer and in­
spector of light-houses on the great lakes, and in 
1853 became captain of topographical engineers 
for fourteen years' continuous service. He was as­
sistant to the chief topographical engineer at 
\OVashington, D. C., in 1857-'6il, became major in 
that branch of the service in August, 1861, and 
from 1863 until his death was assistant to the 
chief engineer at Washington. In that capacity 
he wa,s engaged in the defence of Washington 
against the advance of Gen. Jubal A. Eady in 
July, 1864. He became lieutenant-colonel of en­
gineers in August of the same year, and was a mem­
ber of the board of examination of engineer officers 
in 1864-'5. On 13 March, 1865, he was brevetted 
colonel, U. S. army, " for faithful and meritorious 
services in the corps of engineers," and bl'igadier­
general in the same" for meritorions services dur­
inn' the civil war." 



, . 
Woodruff', Israel C.* [Born in N. J. Appointed from N. J.1 

Brevet 2nd Lieut. 3rd Artillery, 1 July, 1836. 2nd Lieut., 3J Aug., 1836. 2nd 
Lieut. Topographical Engineers, 7 July, 1838. 1st Lieut., 31 March , 1842. Cap­
tain, 3 March, 1853. ·Major,6 Aug., 186l. Transferred to Engineers, 3 March, 
1863. Lieut. Colonel, 15 Aug., 1864. Colonel, 22 Feb., 1869. Died 10 Dec., 
]878. Brevet Rank:-Brevet Colonel,13 March, 1865, for faithful and merito­
riOllS service in th e Engineer Department during the wa.r. Brevet Brigadier 
Genl., 13 March, ] SG5, for meritorious service during t.he war. 



WOODS, William BnrnlInm, soldier, h. in 
Newark, Licking co., Ohio, 3 Aug., 1824; d. in 
Washington, D. C., 14 May, 1887. His fathor, 
Ezekiel S. Woods, was a native of Kentucky. of 
Scot.ch-Irish parentage. The son was educated at 
Western Reserve colJe~e and at Yale, where he was 
graduated in 1845. He afterward studied law in 
his native ~lace, and practised there, was elec-ted 
mayor of Newark in 1856 and 1857, and in the 
latter year was chosen to the Ohio legislature. He 
was elected speaker of the house in 1858, and re­
elected to the legislature in 1850. Soon after the 
opening of the civil war he entered the National 
arlDY as lieutenant-colon el of the 76th Ohio volun­
teers, and frolll November. 1861, WI the close of 
the war .he was continuously at the front. except 
for a penod of three months. He pa.rticipated in 



I 

the battles of Shiloh, Chiclmsaw Bayon, Arkansas 

Post (where he WfLS slightly wonnded), Resaca, 

Dallas, Atlanta, Jonesboro', Lovejoy Station, and 

Bentonville. He was also present ILt the sieges of 

Vicksburg and Jackson, and commanded a division 


. in Gen. William T. 

Sherman's march to 

the sea. He was ap­

poin ted brevet brig­

adier-general of yol­

unteers, 12 Jan., 

1865; brevet mnjor­

general of volun­

teers, 13 March, 

1865; full brigadier­

general, 31 :May, 

1865: and on 17 

Feb.:1866, was mus­

tered out of the ser­

vice. Upon leav­
lUg the army, Gen. 


~ Woods engaged in
U:RJ. . cotton - planting in 
Alabama, resuming 

at the same time the practice of law, and taking 
an active part in the reconstruction of the stat.e, 
of which he became chancellor in 1868. In 1869 
he was appointed U. S. judge for the 5th circuit, 
and on 15 Dec., 1880, was nominated by Presi­
dent Hayes an associate justice of the U. S. su­
r~lne court, beil1O" confirmed on 22 Dec. - His 





prpme court, beinK confirmed on 22 Dec. - His 
brother. Charles Robert, soldier, b. in Newark, 
Ohio, 19 Feb., 1827; d. there, 26 Feb., 1885, was 
graduated at the U. S. military academy in 1852. 
appointed brevet 2d lielltena.nt of infantry. and 
served on garrison and frontier duty till 1861. In 
the attempt. to relieve Fort Sumter in April of that 
year, he commanded the troops on the st.eamer 
"Star of the \Vest," and he was appointeel colonel 
of the 76th Ohio volunteers, 13 Oct.• 1861. He was 
at Fort Donelson and Sl1iloh, and commanded a 
brigade during the siege of Corinth, and a regi­
ment in the Vicksburg campaign. He was recom­
mended for promotion for bravery at Arkansas 
Post, and became a brigadier-general of volunteers, 
4 Aug., 1863, leading a brigade in t.he 15th corps at 
Lookout Mountain and Mission Ridge. In the cam­
paign in Georgia and the Carolinas he commanded 
a division in the same corps. He ·was appointed 
brigadier-general of volunteers, 4 Aug.,1863, brevet­
ted major-general, 22 Nov., 1864, made brevet briga­
dier- and major-general, in the U. S. army, 13 
:i\Iareh, 1865, and must·ered out of the volunteer 
service, 1 Sept.. 1866. He was transferred to the 
27th infantry, 27 Sept., 1866, and during the latter 
pltrt of the same year was on t.he plains fighting 
Indians and guard.ing mil ways. He became colonel 
of the 2d infantry, 23 March. 1874, and was retired 
on 15 Dec. of the same year. He was familiarly 
known ill the army as " Susan Wood," a name t.hat 
had been appliec( to him when he was a cadet at 
the military academy. 
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Woods, Cbas. U.* [Rorn in Ohio. Appointed froID Ohio.} 
Brevet 2nd Lieut. 1st Infantry, 1 July. 18i'i2. 2nd Lieut., 31 July, 1852. 2nd 

Lieut. 9th Infantry, 3 March, 1855. 1st Lieut., Hi Oct., 1855. Captain, 1 April, 
1~61. Colonel 76th Ohio Vols., 13 Oct.,18tH. Brevet Lieut. Colonel, 4 July, 
1863, for gallant and meritorious service in the capture of Vicksburg, :Miss. 
Brigadier Genl. Vols., 4 Aug., 1863. Breyet Colonel, 24 Noy., 1863, for gallant and 
meritorious conduct in the Battle of Chattanooga, Tenn. :Major 18th lnlillltry, 
20 April, 1864. Brevet :Major Gen!. Vols., 22 Nov., 1864, for 10nO' and continued 
service and for special gallantry at Griswoldville, Ga. Brevet Brigadier Gen!., 
13 March, 18G ;:>, for gallant and meritorious service in the Battles before Atlanta, 
Ga. Brevet Major Oen!., 13 March, 1865, for gallant and meritorious service in 
the Battle of Bentonville, N. C. Mustered out of Volunteer service,l Sept., 
1866. TransfclTed to 27th Infantry, 21 Sept., 1866. Lieut. Colonel 33rd Infan­
try, 28 July, 1866. Unassigned 15 March, 1869. Assigned to 5th Infantry, 24 
March, 186~. Colonel 2nd Infantry, 18 Feb., 1874. Retired 15 Dec., 1874. 



WOOL, John Ellis, soldier, b. 'in Newbu~'g, 
N. Y., 20 Feb., 1784; d. in Troy, N. Y., 10 Nov., 
1869. His father was a soldier of the Revolution. 
The son was edncaterl at the common schools of 
his native town, and, after a short experience in 
mercantile life in Troy, began the study of the 
law, at which he was engaged when war with Eng­
land was declared. He entered the military service 
as an officer 'of volunteers, raised a company in 
Troy, was commissioned captain in the 13th U. S. 
infantry, 14 April, 1812, and grea,tly distinguished 
himself at Queenstown Heights, 13 Oct., 1812, 
where he was severely wounded. He was promoted 
major of the 29th infantry, 13 April, 1813, and at 
Plattsburg on 11 Sept., 1814, he received the brevet 
of lientena,nt - colonel for gallantry. Maj. \oVool 
was transferred to the 6th. infantry, 17 May, 1815, 
and in the subsequent reorganization was made 
inspector-genera.! of the army, with rank of colonel, 
29 April, 1816. The routine of his duty was varied 
in 1832 by a professiona,l tour abroad, comprising 
an inspection of the military establishments of 
Europe for the benefit of the U. S. service. In 
1836 he effected the transfer of the Cherokee In­
dians to the country west of the Mississippi, and 
on 25 June, 1841, he was appointed brigadier­

general in the U. 
S. army. He was 
acti ve at the be­
ginning of the 
Mexican war in 
preparing volun­
teer forces for the 
field, and in less 
than six weeks 
despatched to the 
seat of war 12,000 
men, fully armed 

.and equipped. Hfl. 
was Gen. Zachary 
Ta.ylor's second ill 
command at Bue­
na Vista, selecting 

"" /7 .,,{A~ _ the ground for the 
~rr(TV '--""7. ac t,ion, making the 

. . . pTeliminary dispo­

slbons, and commandll1g on the field till the ar­

rival of his snperior. l~or gallant and meritori­

ous conduct in that battle he was brevetted lDajor­

general, 23 Feb., 1847. For his services during 

the war with Mexico congress awarded him a vote of 




thanks and a sword of honor, and a sword was also 
presented to Gen. Wool by the state of New York. 
He commanded the eastern military division in 
1848-'53, ILnd the Department of the Pacific in 
1854-'7, putting an end to Indian disturbances in 
Washington and Oregon territories in 1856 by a 
three-months' campaign. He had charge of the 
Department of the East in 1860, and at the opening 
of the civil war saved Fortress Monroe by timely 
re-enforceroents, afterwa.rd commanding there at 
the head of the Department of Virginia. He was 
promoted major - gen­
eral, U. S. a.rmy, 16 
May, 1862, and had 
charge successively of 
the middle military de­
pa.rtment and the De­
partment of the East 
till July, 1863. He 
was retired from ac­
tive service, 1 Aug., 
1863. Gen. Wool WflS 
a rigid disciplinarian, 
and had no superior in 
the U. S. service as an 
organizer of troops. 
The monument shown 
in the illustration was 
mised to his memory 
in Troy. It is 75 feet 
high, and beflrs the 
following inscription 
from the pen of 'Will­
iam Cullen Bryant: 
"This stone is erect­
ed to :Major-Genera.l 
John Ellis ~Tool, the gallant soldier, the a.ble 
comma.nder, lind the patriotic citizen, distin­
guished in many battles; iLnd to Sarah Moulton, 
his excellent a.nd worthy consort." 
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Wool, John E. [Born in N. Y. Appointed from N. Y.} 
Captain 13th Infantry, 14 April, 1812. Major 29th Infantry, 13 April, 1813. 

Transferred to 6th Infantry,17 May,1815. Colonel Inspector Genl., 29 April, 
1816. Lieut. Colonel 6th Infantry. 10 Feb.,1818. Brigadier Genl.,25 June, 
1841. Major Genl., 16 May, 1862. Retired 1 Aug.,1863. Died 10 Nov., 1869. 
Brevet Rarlk :-Brevet Lieut. Colonel, 11 Sept., 1814, for gallant conduct at the 
Battle of Plattsburg. Brevet Brigadier Genl., 29 April, 1826, for ten years faith­
ful service in one grade. Brevet Major Genl., 28 Feb., 1847, for gallant and 
meritorious conduct in the Battle of Buena Vista.. 



'wRiGHT; Ambrose Ransom, soldier, b. in 
Louisl'ille, J efferson co., Ga., 2tJ April, 1826; d. 
21 Dec., 1872. Be studied la.w, was admitted to 
the bar, a.nd entered politics as a Democrat, but 
subsequently joined the Know-Nothing party. Be 
supported the Bell and Everett ticket in 1860, and 
after its defeat espoused the cause of secession. 
He was sent by the convention of Georgia as com­
missioner to Maryland to induce that state to join 
the movement. He enlisted as a private soldier 
in the Conf~.derate army early in 1861, becaIne 
colonel of t he 3d Georgilt regiment of infantry, 
8 May,1861, colonel of the 38th Georgia infantry, 
15 Oct., 1861, brigadier-general, 3 June, 1862, and 
major-general, 26 Nov.. 1864. After the close of 
the war he was editor of t.he "Chronicle and Sen­
tinel "newspaper. Be was elected in 1872 fl repre­
sentative in congress as a Democrat, but died be­
fo re takin his sat. 
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dier, b. in Purdy, McNairy co., Tenn., 5 June, 1831. 
received a classical education, in 1857 was appointed 
assistant purser of the navy-ya.rd at- Memphis, after­
ward studied law, and practised in that city. Be 
entered the Confederate army as lieutenant-colo­
nel of the 154th Tennessee militia regiment, 4 
April, 1861, and, with foul' companies of his regi­
ment and a battery of artillery, occupied and forti­
fied Randolph, Tipton co., on Mississippi river. 
He was military governor of Columbus, Ky., from 
February till March, 1862, ILnd lieutenant-colonel 
and llssistant adjutant-general on Gen. Benjamin 
F. Cheatham's stllf'f during the Kentucky Cllm­
paign from June till September, 1862. He was 
appointed brigadier-general, 13 Dec., 1862, a,nd ill 
1863-'4 was in charge of the district of Atlanta, 
Ga., until its eV!1cU!ttion. He subsequently com­
manded the districts Of Macon, northern Missis­
sippi, and western Tennessee. He led his regiment 
in the battles of Belmont n,nd Shiloh, and as briga­
dier-general he was at Chickamauga. In 1867 
he was elected sheriff of Shelby county, Tenn., and 
on 1 July, 1878, he was appointed a.gent of the 
war department to collect Confederate records 
for pu blic!ttion in the "Official Records of the 
War of the Rebellion," which place he now holds. 
He has published "Reminiscences of the Early 
Settlement and Early Settlers of McNairy County, 
Tenn." (Washington, 1882), and a "Life of Gov­
ernor William Blount" (1884)...... . 
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commission.--Another son, lIlarclIs Josellh, sol­
dier, b. in Purdy, McNairy co., Tenn., 5 June, 1831. 
received a classical educa,tion, i1l1857 was appointed 
assistant purser of the na.vy-yard at Memphis, after­
wa.rd studied law, and practised in that city. He 
entered ' the Confederate army as lieutenant-colo­
nel of the 154th 'rennessee militia regiment, 4 
April, 1861, and, with four companies of his regi­
ment a.nd a battery of a.rtillery, occupied and forti­
fied Randolph, Tipton co., on Mississippi river. 
He was military governor of Columbus, Ky., from 
February till March, 1862, a,nd lieutenant-colonel 
and assistant adjutant-general on Gen. Benjamin 
F. Cheat.ham's staff during the Kentucky cam­
paign from June till September. 1862. He was 
appointed brigadier-general, 13 Dec., 1862, and in 
1863-'4 was in charge of the district of Atlantn" 
Ga., until its evacuation. He subsequently com­
ma.nded the districts Of Macon, northern Missis" 
sippi, and western Tennessee. He led his regiment 
in the battles of Belmont and Shiloh, and as briga­
dier-general he was at Chickamauga.. In 1867 
he was elected sheriff of Shelby county, Tenn., and 
on 1 July, 1878, he was appointed agent of the 
war department to collect Confederate records 
for publication in the "Official Records of the 
War of the Rebellion," which place he now holds. 
He has published "Reminiscences of the Early 
Settlement and Early Settlers of McNa.iry County, 
Tenn." <'Vasbington, 1882), and a "Life of Gov­
ernor William Blount" (1884 . 



WRtGHT, George, soldier; b. in Vermont ' in 
1803; d. at sea, 30 July, 1865. He was educated 
at common schools and at the U. S. military acade­
my, where he was graduated and promoted 2d 
lieutenant in the 3d U. S. infantry, 1 July, 1822. 
He served at Fort Howa,rd, Wis., and Jefferson 
ba.rraclrs, 1\10., until 1828, was promoted 1st lieu­
tenant, 23 Sept., 1827, and remained in /<an'ison at 
Fort Leavenworth till 1831, when he became adju­
tant of his regiment. On 30 Oct., 1836, he was 
promoted captain, and in 1838 he was transferred 
to the 8th infantry IIpon the organization of that 
regiment, serving during the Canada border trou­
bles and fIt Sackett's Harbor, N. Y., till 1840. He 
took part in the Florida war al7ainst the Seminoles, 
remaining in that country WIth the 8th infantry 
nntil 1844, and receiving the brevet of major" for 
meritorious conduct in zeal, energy, and persever­
ance." Maj. Wright took an active part in the 
war with Mexico, in the principal engagements 
from Vera Cruz to Molino del Rey, where he com­
mtUlued the storming pltrty and was wOllnded. 
For hb services in lYIexico he was brevetted to the 
gmde of coloneL In 1848 he became ma,jor, in 
1855 lieutenant-colonel of the 4th infantry, and on 
3 1\1!wch, 1855, colonel of the 9th infa,ntry, hfIVing 
served during that period in California and Wash­
ington territory. He was in command of the 
northern district of the Department of the Pacific 
till 1857, and during this time conducted opera­
tions against the Indians, especially at the Cascades 
in 1856 and in Oregon. In 1858 he commanded 
an expedition against the Spokanes, with whom he 
had several combats. At the opening of the civil 



war he commanded the Department of Oregon, 
from which he was transferred to command the 
Department of the Pacific with the rank of briga­
dier - general of volunteers, 28 Sept., 1861. He 
served there until 1864, and was bre"etted briga­
dier-generltl, U. S. army, 19 Dec., 1864, "for long, 
fltithful, and meritorious services." Gen. Wright 
was drowned, 30 July, 1865, on the \vreck of the 
.. Brother Jonathan" while on his way to assume 
command of the Departmen.t of the Columbia. 



Wright, George.* [Born in Vt. Appointed from Vt.) 
2nd Lieut. Srd Infantry, 1 July, 1822. 1st Lieut., 23 Sept., 1827. Captain, 30 Oct., 

1836 Transferred to 8th Infantry,7 July, 1838. Major 4th Infantry, 1 Jan., 
1848. Lieut. Colonel, II Feb., 1855. Colonel 9th Infantry, 3 March, 1855. 
Drowned 30 July, 1865. Brevet Rank:-Brevet Major, 15 March, 1842,1'or meri­
torious conduct, zeal, energy and perseverance in the '\\'ar against the Florida 
Indians. Brevet Lieut. Colonel, 20 Aug., 1847, for g~llant and meritorious con­
duct at Contreras and Churubusco. Brevet Colonel, 8 Sept., 184".', for gallant 
and meritorious conduct at Molino del Rey. Brevet Brigadier Gen!., 19 Dec., 
1864, for long, faithful and. meritorious service. 



WRIGHT, Horatio Governeur, soldier, b. in 
Clinton, Conn., 6 March, 1820. He was graduated 
second in his class at the U. S. military a.cademy in 
1841, served in the engineer corps. and in 1842-'4 
as assistant professor,. first of French and then 
of engineering, 
at West Point, 
and was pro­
moted 1st, lieu­
t·enant in 1848. 
After super­
intending the 
buildingofforts 
and improye­
ments in Flor­
ida he became 
captain in 1855, 
and till the 
civil war was 
assistant to the 
chief engineer 
at Washington, 
also serving 
on severfLl spe­
cial ordnance 
boards. He de­
clined a major's 
comm ission in the 13th infantry on 14 May, 1861, 
but, after constructing several of the defences of 
Washington, taking part in the battle of Bull 
Run as chief engineer of Heintzelman's divis­
ion, and organizing t he Port R.oyal expedition in 
the same capacity, he a.ccepted that mnk in the 
engineer corps in August, and on 14 Sept. be­
came brigadier-general of 'volunteers. He took 
part in the capture of Hilton Head, S. C., in No­
vember, led the land forces in the Florida expe­
dition, February-June, 1862, and on 18 July, 1862, 
became major-genera,l of volunteers. He com­
manded the Department of the Ohio till 26 l\'farch, 
1863, the District of Louisville, Ky. , till April, and 
then led a division of the Army of the Potomac in 
the Pennsylvania and Rapidan campaigns, receiv­
ing the brevet of lieutenant-colonel for the cap­
ture of Rappahannock Station, where he tenipora­
rily commanded t.he 6th corps. After the death of 
Gen. John Sedgwick, 9 May, 1864, he succeeded to 
the command of that corps, and on 12 May was 
brevetted colonel for gallantry at Spottsylva.nia. 
While at Petersburg he was ordered to the defence 
of Wa~hington during Gen. Jubal A. Ear/v's inva­
sion of Maryland, ill the midsummer of 1864. Great 
anxiety was felt lest succor from the troops in front. 



of Petersburg should not arrive in time to save the 
capital, but as Early's advance arrived in the sub­
urbs of Washington on the north, Wright's troops 
were landing at the whm-ves on the south. 'With 
some regiments of the 19th corps just nrrived from 
the Gulf and a few other hastily gathered troops, 
Gen. 'Wright was ready to meet any assault. Early 
was soon forced to withdraw in the face of a strong 
reconnaissance which Gen. ·Wright. pushed out. 
"I have sent from here," wrote Gen. Grant to 
President Lincoln from the Petersburg lines, "a 
whole ·corps, commanded by an excellent officer." 
And to a prominent official of the W!U' department 
he said: "Boldness is all that is needed to drive 
the enemy out of Maryland, and Wright is the 
man to assume that." Gen. Wright rallied the 
troops under his command, re-formed the line, and 
did much to retrieve the fortunes of the early sur­
prise at Cedar Creek, 19 Oct., 1864. His 6th corps 
first broke the strong lines at Petersbnrg on Snn­
day morning, 2 April, 1865. In his official report 
of that batt.le Gen. Grant sai(\: "Gen. ViTright 
penetrated the line with his whole corps, sweeping 
everything before him, and to his left towa,rd 
Hat,cher's Run, capturing many guns and several 
thollsandJrisoners." He was brevetted brigadier­
general, . S. arllly, 13 March, 1865, for gallantry 
in the battle of Cold Harbor, and major-general 
for the capture of Petersburg, Va. On 14 June, 
1865 he received the thanks of the Connecticut 
legislature. He was made lieutenant-colonel, 23 
Nov., 1865, and then served on various engineer­
in~ boards, becoming colonel, 4 March, 1879, and 
ChlCf-of-engineers with the rank of brigndier-gen­
eml, 30 June, 1879. On 22 l\Inrch, 1884; he W[LS 

retired from active service. Gen. Wright is co­
nu thor of a " Report on the Fabrication of Iron for 
Defences" (Washin ton, 1871). 





Wright, Horatio Go'" [Born in Conn. Appointed from Conn.] 
2nd Lieut. Engineers, 1 July, 1841. 1st Lieut., 28 Feb., 1848. Captain, 1 July, 

1855. Major 13th Infantry, 14 May, 1861, declinerl. Major Engineers, 6 Aug., 
1861. Brigadier Genl. Vols., 14 Sept., 1861. Major Genl. Vo]s., 18 July, 1862. 
Rejected by the Senate, 12 March, 1863, and revoked 24 March,1863. Briga­
dier Genl. Vols., 24 March, 1863. Brevet Lieut. Colonel, 8 Nov., 1863, for gallant 
and meritorious service in the Battle of Rappahannock Station, Va. Brevet 
Colonel, 12 May, 1864, for gallant and meritorious service in the Battle ofSpott­
sylvania, Va. Major Genl. Vols., 12 May, 1864. Brevet Brigadier Genl., 13 
)Iarch, 1865, for gallant and meritorious service in the Battle of Cold Harbor, 
Va. Brevet Major Genl., 13 March, 1865, for gallant and meritorious service in 
the capture of Petersburg, Va. Lieut. Colonel Engineers, 23 Nov., 1865. Mus­
t.ered out of Volunteer service, 1 Sept.,1866. Colonel Engineers, 4 March, 1879. 
Brigadier Genl. Chief of Engineers, 30 June, 1879. 



WRiGHT, Joseph Jefferson Burr, soldier:b. 
in Wilkesbarre, Pa., 27 April, 1800; d. in Carlisle, 
Pa., 14 May, 1878. He was educated at Wash­
ington college, Pa., and received his medical de­

, 	 gree at Jefferson medical college in 1836. He en­
tered the U. S. army as a volunteer, became as­
sistant surgeon on 2'5 Oct., 1833, and major and 
surgeon on 26 March, 1844, and served in the war 
with Mexico, participating in the principal battles, 
and being in charge of the general hospitals at 
Matamoras and Vera Cruz. At the close of the 
war he transferred the sick and wounded to New 
Orleans, and, after being at the U. S. military 
academy, served in Texas and on the frontier until 
1861. He was then intrusted with organizing gen­
eral hospitals in the west and arranging medical 
affairs on an efficient basis for field sel'l'ice. As medi­
cal director on the staff of Gen. George B. McClel­
lan· he was present at Hich Mountain and C"rrick's 
Ford, W. va., and on the tran sfer of that officer 
to the east he declined the post of medical director 
of the Army of the Potomac, and was appointed 
medical director of the Department of the .Missouri 
on the staff of Gen. Henry W. Halleck, with head­
quarters in St. Louis, Mo. Owing to his advancing 
years, he did not participate actively in the war 
after 1862. He was brevetted brigadier - general, 
U. S. army, on 13 March, 1865, and retired from 
service on 31 Dec., 1876. Dr. Wright was among 
the first to use and recommend the sulphate of 
Quinine,administered in large doses during the 



remISSIOn in the tn.'atment of malarial remittent 
fel'ers. This method of treatment is now admitted 
to be of great I'alue. lIe contributed to medic!ll 
literature, and published articles in the" Southern 
Medical RepO I'~s." 



YOUNG. Pierce Manning Butler, soldier, b. 
in Spartanburg, S. C., 15 Nov., 1839. rIe was taken 
to Georgia when he was a year old, was educated 
at the military institute in thlit state, began the 
study of law, and then entered the U. S. military 
academy in 1857. Within two months of the time 
for graduation he resigned on account of the se­
cession of the sOllchem states, a.nd joined the Con­
federate IHmy as a 2d lieutenant. He was suc­
cessively promoted through all the grades of the 
service to that of major-general · on 12 Dec., 1864, 
when he was fi.Ssigned to the command of a caNalry 



division. He resided in Cartersville, Ga., after the 
war. and was the only Democrat who was elected 
to congress when representation was )'estored un­
der the reconstruction ads, taking his seat on 25 
July, 18138. He was re-elected for the three suc­
ceeding terms, serving till 3 March. 1875. Gen. 
Young hilS boen a delegate to every National 
Demooratic convention since 1868. in 1877 he 
was appointed one of the commissioners from the 
United States to the Worill 's fair held in Pnris. 
He was appointed consul-general to St. Petersburg, 
Russia" in 1885, but, owing to the severe climlLtc , 
resigned n. yenl' Jater, and has since resided on his 

Jantation near Atlanta G 



YOUNG, Thomas Lowry, soldier, b. in KiIly­
leag-h. Ireland, 14 Dec., 1832; d. in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
20 Jnly, 1888. He came to this country at a.n early 
age, served in the U. S. army during the last year of 
the war with Mexico, and afterward bught in Cin­
cinnati. He entered the National a.rmyat the be­
ginning of the civil war. and was promoted colonel, 
but, having contracted disea~e in the Atlanta 
campaign, he wns honorably discharged in Sep­
tember, 1864, and brevetted brigadier-general of 
\'olnnteers, 13 March, 1865. He was graduated at 
the Cincinnati law-school, admitted to the bar in 
186:3. the same year was appointed assistant city 
auditor of Cincinnati, and was elected a member 
of the state hOllse of representatives for a term of 
two years. He was elected recorder of Hamilton 
county in 1867, appointed a supervisor of internal 
re\'enue in 1868, and was a delegate to thc National 
Republican convention the same year. He was 
elected state senator in 1871, Jientenant-governor 
in 1875,and in 1877becamego\'ernor after Ruther­



ford B. Hayes was chosen president. He served -in 
congress in 1878--'82, ami in 1886 was a.ppointed a 
member of the board of public affairs of Cincin­
nati, which otJice he held at his death. 



ZALINSKI, Edmund Louis Gray, soWier, b. 
in Kurnick, Prussian Poland, lil Dee., 1849. He 
came to the United States in 1853, attended school 
at Seneca Falls, N. Y., until 18lH, and subsequent­
ly was at the high-school in Syracuse, N. Y., until 
1863. At the age of fiftel'n he entered the army, 
serving at first as volunteer aide-de-calhp on the 
staff of Gen. Nelson A. Miles from October, 1864, 
t ill February, 1865. He wa.s comm issioned 2d lieu­
tenant in t.he 2d New York heavy artillery in Feb­
ruary. 1865, having been recommended for the 
appointment by his superior officers for gallant. 
and meritorious conduct at the batlle of Hatcher's 
Run, Va. After being commissioned he continued 
on Gen. Miles's staff until after the ~urrenc1er of 
Gen. Robert E. Lee, participating in all of the en­
gagements up to that dn,te. He was mustered out 
of the volunteer service in September, 1865, and 



recommended for an appointment in the regnJn.r 
army, where he was commissioned a 2<1 lieutenant 
in the 5th U. S. artillery, 23 Feb. , 1866, am! by regu­
lar promotion became 1st lieutenant in Jannary, 
1867, and ca.ptain, 9 Dec., 1887. From 1872 till 
1876 he was Oil duty at the Massachusetts inst itute 
of technology as professor of military science. He 
was graduated at the Artillery sc hool , Fort Monroe, 
V'l., 1 May, 1880, and at the school of submarine 
mining, Willet's point, N. Y., in July of the same 
yen.r. Capt. Zalinski's nallle is widely known in 

connection with the development of the pneuma,tic 
uynami te torpedo-gun. (See vignette.) He has in­
'-en ted the electrical fuse and other devices for the 
practical application of the weapon, and hM also 
devised a method for the exact sight· allowance to 
be made for deviation due to wind in the use of. 
rifled ttrt illery and small-arms. His othor in ven­
tions include an intrenching-tool.!t ramrod-bayo­
net, ttne! a telescopic sight for artillery. 



delphia. pu.., 16 July, 1806; d. in Washington, 
D. C., 18 Nov., 1880. He entered the marine COI'PS 
and was commissioned a 2d lieut.enant. 1 Oct .. 1831. 
promoted to 1st lieutenant, 12 Sept:.. 1836, find 
cruised in the "Columbus" and "Congress" in 
1845-'8 during the Mexican war. He pmticipated 
in the operations on the Pacific coast aDd in de­



-zoi:LicOFFE-It, ji'elix Kirk, soldier, b. in 
Maury county, Tenn., 19 May, 1812; d. nem' Mill 
Springs, Ky., 19 Jan., 1862. George, his grand­
fllthor, was a captain in the Revolutionary army. 

The family came 
to this country 
from Switzerland, 
and is of an()estry 
that was en noblec1 
by Rodolphus II. 
in 1528. Felix K. 
recei ved a com­
mon-school educa­
tion, learned the 
printer's trade, 
and fo!' about a 
year published a 
weekly newspaper 
at Pm'is, '1'enn. 
He subsequently

c?-f~· L?L?'_ worked fiS a print­---JJ_ __ 

~ cr in Knoxville, 
Tenn .. and Runts­

ville, Ala. He be.gan at t.his time 'to write for 
public journals. and one of his prose fa,noies may 
be found in Field's " Scrap-Book." lhom Hunts­
ville he re.noved to Columbia, Tenn., and took 



editorial charge of the "Observer." He served 
as a soldier. and afterward >IS a commissioned 
officer, in tile Seminole war, amI, returning in 
1837, resnmed the" Observer" and edited it in the 
canvass of 1840 in t.hc interest of the Whig candi­
date. He published and edited also a weekly agri­
cultuml paper. In 1841 he became associate editor 
of the Nashville" Banner," the organ of the vVhig 
party in Tellnessee. He was elected comptroller of 
the state in 1844, and resigned in 1849. In Augnst 
of the latter year he was elected a state senat·or. 
He was chosen to congress in April, 1853, and sen'ed 
continnollsly for three terms. attaining Teputa.tion 
as a.n able debater. He retired from public life in 
1859, but was chosen as a delegate to the peace 
conference of 1861. At the beginning of the civil 
war he entered the Confederate service with the 
mnk of brigadier-genem!. 9 July, i861. When the 
National army was !\bout to enter east Tennessee 
by way of Cumberland Gap, Gen. Zol\icoffer, with 
2,000 men, went by way of Knoxville to the point 
of threatened attack. Soon nftor he hnd estab­
lished his camp neM Mill Springs, on Cumbcrland 
river, Gen. George B. Crittenden arrived Ilncl as­
sumed command. In the battle thut ellsued (see 
THOMAS, GEORGE H.), Gcn Zollicofier, having or­
dered an ad vance, rode forward with several of his 
staff officers to inspect the enemy's position, ancl 
passed by mistake beyond their lines. He endeav­
ored to retrace his route, and was soon in front of 
the 4th Kentncky regiment., commanded by Co!. 
Speed S. Fry. with whom he exchanged salutes, and 
rode off undetected (as he wore an oil-cloth over­
cout). But one of his staff fired a pistol toward 
the },Tational line, which was at once answered by 
a volley that killed Gen. ZollicoJIer and two other 
officers. Another account represent.s that Gen. Zol­
licoffcr was shot by Co!. Seed S. FrY. 



ZOOK, Samuei Koschizko, soldier, b. in Penn­
sylvani!t about 1823; d. in Gettysburg, Pa., 2 July, 
1863. He learned the telegraph business early in 
life, and made several discoveries in electric science 
that gave him reputation. He settled in New YOril 
about· 1848, became con nected wit.h several mili· 
tary organizations, and in 1857 lieuteno,nt-colonel 
of the 6t.h New York militi!t. His hClllth had 
f!tiled, but at the beginning of the civil war he ac­
companied his regiment to t.he seat of hostilities, 
and WIIS appointed military governor of Annapo­
lis, Md. After his rcturn he recruited the 57th 
regiment of New York volunteers, was commis­
sioned colonel, and led it to the Virginia peninsula. 
During that cllmpaign he generally commandcd a 
brigndc, and on 29 Nov., 1862; he bccame briga­
dier-genera,] of volunteers. He led the 57th New 
York regime.llt at Chancellorsville and Gettysburg, 
and W IIS killed in the latter battle. . 


