
WADE, Melancthon Smith, merchant, b. in 
, Cincinnati, Ohio, 2 Dec., 1802; d. in A yondale, 
, I	near Cincinnati, Ohio, 11 Aug., 1868. His fat.h er, 

David E. Wade. removed to Ohio from New Jer
sey in 1789. The son was educated in his native 
place, and became a dry-goods merchant, but. re
tired from business in 1840. He was active in 
militia matters, holding successively the offices of 
captain, colonel, and brigadier-general, and on 1 
Oct·., 1861, was commissioned a brigadier-general 
of U. S. volunteers. He was the first post-com
mander of Camp Dennison, Ohio, but resigned 
from the army, 18 March, 1862, on account of 
feeble health. He devoted his leisure to the culti
vation of fruit, and was an active member of the 
Cincinnati horticultural societ . 



SiMIle size for a school.-James's brother, WillialIl, 
soldier, b. in Durham, Conn., in 1732; d. in Gelle
seo, N. Y., ill Febmary, 1833, was also an eurly 
settler in western New York. At the beginnill§ of 
the war of 1812 he was brill"adier-general of New 
York militia. and he served In the U. S. army from 
26 June till 15 Nov., 1812, took pa.rt in the assault 
on Queenston Heights, 13 Oct., 1812, where he was 
in command when the AlDericans surrendered, and 
gave up his sword in person to Sir Roger SheatIe. 
-James's son, James Samuel, soldier, b. in Gene
seq, N. Y., 30 Oct., 1807; d. near Chance)]orsville, 
VIt.,8 May, 1864, . 
was educated at 
Rm'vard and 

ale Itnd studied 

law in Albany, 

COlD pleting his 

course with Dan

iel Webster. Al

though he was 

/1.dmitted to the 

bn.r in 1833, he 

never prnctiseti 

his profession, 

but devoted him

self to the man

a.gement of the 

famil y estate in 

weste"t'n New 

York, which 

ILmount.ed to 15.
000 acres. In 
 Ak 

1852 he was elect- « ~ /,I"~0 J<l.<. 
ed president of -z::t::;%. y ~~ 
the State agricul
tural society, in which he was interested during his 
life. FIe promoted education and the interests of 
the com munity in which he lived. He founded 
a public li bmry in Geneseo, was a subscriber to 
the endowment of Geneseo college, aided in estab .. 

I lishing the school-distric:t library system, and was 
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active in philanthropicallabors. Although a Fed
eralist by education and a Democrat by cOllviction, 
he supported the li'ree-soil party in 1848, and con
tinued to act in defence of the anti-slavery move
ment. He was a presidential elector on 'the Re
publican ticket in 1856 and 1860. In 1861 he was 
a delegate to the Peace convention in Washington, 
and at the beginning of the civil war he was among 
the first to offer his services to the govern men t. 
In April, 1861, he was commissioned a major-gen
eral by Gov. Edwin D. Morgan, but the appoint
ment was subsequently revoked. When communi
cation with the capital was cut off, he chartered 
two ships upon his own re~ponsibility, loaded them 
with provi~ions, and went with t,hem to Annapoli~, 
where he sl1perintende.d the delivery of the sup
plies. He was volun teer aide to Gen. Irvi n 1\1c
Dowell at the first battle of 131111 Run, where he 
was commended for bravery and humanity. After
ward he was made brigadier-general of volunt.eers, 
9 Aug., 1861, assi~ned to a command in the ad
vance under Gen. George 13. McClellan, and guard
ed the city of Washington. On 15 March, 1862, he 
became military governor of the District of Colum
bia. In the autumn of 1862 he was the RepubU
can candidate fo r governor of New York, but was 
defeated by Horatio Seymour. In the 'following 
December he was a.ssigned to the command of a 
division in the Army of tllP Potomac 1111der Gen. 
Ambrose E. Burnside, and participated in the bat
tle of Fredericksburg, 13 Dec" 1862. He displayed 
great military skill in the command of the 1st 
division of t·he 1st army corps under Gen. John F. 
Reynolds. At Gettysburg his division was the 
first to engage the enemy on 1 July, 1863, and on 
that day lost 2,400 out. of 4,000 men. During the 
second and third days' fighting he rel1qered good 
service in maint.aining the heights on the right of 
the line. At the couneil of war held a.fter the vic
tory he was one of the three that favored pursuit 
of the enemy. Early in 1864 he was sent on special 
service to the Mississippi valley, aBd made an exten
sive tour of inspection through the southern and 
western states. On the reorga.nization of the Army 
of the Potomac in 1864, he was assigned to the com
mand of t.he 4th division of the 5th corps, composed 
in part of his old command. While endeavoring 
to rally hi.s troops during the battle of the Wilder
ness, 6 Mtw, 1864, he was struck in thc head by a 
bullet, and before he could be removed the enemy 
had gained possession of the ground where he lay. 
Although unconscious, he lingered for two days. 
It is said that his troops were inspired by his he
roic bearing continually to renew the contest, when 
but for him they would have yielded. He was 
brevetted major-general of volunteers on 6 May, 
1864. Horace Greeley, in his" American Conflict" 
(Hartford, 1864-'6), says: "The country's salvation 
claimed no nobler- sacrifice than that of James S. 
Wadsworth, of New York ... . No one su rren
dered more for his country's sake, 01' gave his life 
more joyfully for her deliverance." In 1888 a 
movement was in progrcss for the erection in 
vVashington of a monument to his memory. 





WAITE, Carlos Adolphus, soldier, b. in 1800; 
d. in Plattsburg, N. Y., 7 May, 1866. He entered 
the U. S. army as 2d lieutenant of infantry, 28 
Jan., 1820, became 1st. lieutenant, 1 May, 1828, and 
captain, 3 July, 1836. l~rom 7 July, 1838, till 8 
May, 1845. he was captain and assistant quarter
master. He was appointed major of the 8th in
fantry, 16 Feb.. 1847, and served in the Mexican 
war, receiving the brevets of lieutenant-colonel, 20 
Aug., 1847, for ~allant and meritorious conduct at 
Contreras and Churubusco, and colonel, 8 Sept., 
1847, for gallant and meritorious conduct R,t Mo- ' 
Hno del Rey, where he was severely wounded. He 
was made lientemmt-colonel of the 5th infantry on 
10 Nov., 1851. and colonel of the 15th infantry on 
5 June, 1860.' In 1864 he was placed on the re
tired list, owing to impaired health , and he resided 
in Plattsburg until his death. He was brevetted 
brigadier-general of volunteers on 13 March, 1865, 
fOIJong_::'JCld !~ithful service in the army. 



-
Waite, Cal'los A. [Born in N. Y. Appointed from N. Y.} 

2nd Lieut. 2nd Infantry, 28 Jan., 1820. 1st Lieut., 1 :May, 1828. Captain, 3 July, 
1836. (Captain Asst. Quartermaster, 7 July, 1838, to 8 May, 1845.) Major 8th 
Infantry, 16 Feb., 1847. Lieut. Colonel 5th Infantry, 10 Nov., 1851. Colonel 1st 
Infantry, 5 June, 1860. Died 7 May, 1866. Brevet Rank :-Brevet Lieut. 
Colonel,20 Aug., 1847, for gallant and meritorious conduct at Contreras and 
Churubusco. Brevet Colonel, 8 Sept., 1847, for gallant and meritoriolls conduct. 
at-Molino del Rey. Brevet Brigadier Genl., 13 March, 1865, for long and faith
fUL service in the army. 



;\lassa.chuset.ts" (7 vols., 1848-'54).-His son,. Fran
cis Amasa, statistician, b. in Boston, Mass., 2 July, 
1840, was graduated at Amherst in 1860. and be
gan the study of law under Charles De\'ens, and 
George F. Hoar in Worcester. He joined the 
15th Massachusetts volunteers, comma.nded by Col. 
Devens, on 1 Aug., 11:l61, as sergeant-major, and 
became assistant adjutant-general of the brigade 
ullder Gen. Darius N. Couch all 14 Sept., 1861. 
with the rank of captain. On 11 Aug., 1862, he 
was made adjutant-general of Gen. Couch's divis
ion, with the mnk of major, and he was promoted 
colonel on the staff of the 2d armv corps, 23 
Dec., 11:l62. Thereafter he continued with that 
corps as adjutant-general, sel'ving successively on 
the staffs of Gen. Gou verneur K. 'vVal'l'en and Gen. 
\Vinfield S. Hancock, and was severely wounded 
at Chancellors\'ille, 1 May, 1863, a.nd ca.ptured at 
Ream's Station, 25 Aug., i1:l64. He was confined in 
Libby prison, in consequence of which his health 
was impaired, so that he resigned on 12 Jan., 1865. 
The brevet of brigadier-general of volunteers was 
con ferred on him on 13 March, 1865. He taught 
Latin and Greek at Williston seminary during 
1865-'7, and then was assistant editor of the 
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"Springfield Republican." In 1869 he became 
chief of the bureau of statistics in the treasury de
partment at Washington, and in 1870-'2 he held 
the office of superintendent 01' the 9th census. 
During 1871-'2 he was also commissioner of Indian 
affairs. He was called to the professorship of po
litical economy and history in the Sheffield scien
tific school of Yale in 1873, and held that cha,ir till 
1881, when he was elected to the presidency of the 
Massachusetts institute of technology. Meanwhile, 
from May till November, 1876, he was chief of the 
bureau of awards at the World's fair in Philadel
phia, and during 1879-'81 he was supE'rintendent. of 
the 10t.h census while on leave of absence from Yale. 
He held the lectureship on tenure of land at Har
vard in 1883. While residing in New Haven he was 
a member of the city and stat,e boards of education, 
and on his removal to Boston, Mass., he was called 
on to serve similarly in that state. 'rhe degree of 
A.l\J. was conferred on him by Amherst in 1863 
and by Yale in 1873, that of Ph. D. by Amherst in 
1875, and tha.t of LL. D. by Am herst a,ml Ya,le in 
1881. by Harvard in 1883, by Columbia in 1887, 
and 'by St. Andrews, Scotland, in 1888. He was 
U. S. commissioner to the International monetary 
conference in Pa.ris in 1878, and was elected in 
1878 to the National academy of sciences. He is 
president of the American statistical society and 
of the American economic association, a,nd is an 
honorary fellow of the Royal statist ical society of 
London. His writings include annual reports as 
superintendent of the 9th census (3 vols., Wash
ington, 1870-'2), as Commissioner of Indian af
fairs (1872), as superintendent of , the 10th census 
(3 vols., 1879-'81), and as president of the Massa
chusetts institute of technology (5 vols., Boston, 
1883-'8); and he has compiled" Commerce and 
Nn,vigation of the United States" (2 \'ols., Wash
ington, 1868-'9); "Ninth Census" (4 vols" 1872-'3); 
.. Statistical Atlas of the United States·' (1874); 
"Judges' Reports on Awards" (8 vols., Philadel
phia, 1878); and" Tenth Census" (24 \'ols., W!1sh
ington, 1883 et seq.). President Walker is the au
thor of "The Indian Question" (Boston, 1874); 
" The Wages Question" (1876); "Money" (1878); 
" Money, Trade, and Industry" (1879); •• Land and 
its Rent" (1883); "Political Economy" (New 
York, 1883); anu "History of the Secol1l1 Army 
Cor s" 1886. 



WALKER, William H. T., soldier, b. in Georgia 
in October, 1816; d. near Decatur, Ga., 26 July, 
1864. He was graduated at the U. S. military 
academy in 1837, sel'l'ed in the Florida Wltr, was 
wounded three times at t,he battle of Okeechobee. 
25 Dec., 1837, and was brevetted 1st lieutenant 
for serviues in that adion. He resigned from the 
army in 1838, was reappointed in 1840 !IS 1st 
lieutenant of infantry, served in the Florida ,war 
of 1840-'2. and became captain in 1845. During 
the Mexican war he participated in all the im
pOl·tant battles, and was brevetted major in the 
U. S. army for gallant conduct at Contreras and 
Churubusco, and lieutenant-colonel for Molino del 
Hey, where he was severely wounded. He was 011 

recruiting'ervice in 1849-'52, became deputy gov
ernor of the East Pascagoula branch military asy



hun in the latter veal', and in 1854-'6 was com
mandant of cadet,s, Bond instructor in military tactics 
at the U. S. military academy. He became major 
in 1855, served on the frontier, and in 1860 resigned. 
He entered the Confederate army in 1861, became 
a major-general, served principa.lly in the west, 
and was killed at the battle of Decal.ur. 
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Walker, "')11. H. T.* [Born in Ga. Appoint.ed from Ga.] 
Brevet 2nd Lieut. 6th Infantry, 1 July, 1837. 2nd Lieut., 31 July, 1837. 1st Lieut., 

1 Feb., 1838. Resigned 31 Oct., 1838. Re-appointed 18 Nov., 1840, with former 
date of rank. Captain 6th Infantry, 7th Nov., 1845. Major 10th Infantry, 8 
March, 1855. Resigned 22 Dec., 1860. Brevet Rank :-Brevet 1st I,ieut., 25 Dec., 
1837, for gallant and good conduct in the war against the Florida Indians. Bre
vet lIiajor, 20 Aug., 1847, for gallant and meritoriou,s conduct in the Battles of 
Contreras and Churubusco. Breyet Lieut. Colonel, 8 Sept., 1817, for gallant and 
meritorious conduct in the Batt.le of Molino Del Rey. 
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er and a laborious and impa.rtial jlirist.-His son, 

Lewis, soldier, b. in Brookville, Franklin co., Ind., 

10 April, 1827, received a common-school educa

tion, and at the 
beg-inning of the 

Mexican wa.r waB 

a law-studen t in 

Indiana. At t he 

call for volunteers 

he entered the 

army as a 1st lieu

tenant in compa

ny H, 1st Indiana 

infantry. He re

sumed his profes

sion in 1848, which 

he practised in 

Covingtonanu sub

sequently in Craw

fordsville, Illd., 

and served foul' 

years in the state r J~/_ /) n 

sellate. At the be- ~. ry~. 

ginningoftheeivil 

war he was appointed adjutant-general of Indiana., 

soon afterward becoming colonel of t he 11th Indi

ILna volunteers, with which he served in West ViI" 

ginia, pa.rtici pa.ting in the capture of Romney and 






the ejection of the enemy from Harper's Ferry. 
He became brigadier-geneml of volunteers, 3 Sept., 
1861, led a division and the centre of the Union lines 
at the capture of Fort Donelson, and displayed 
such ability that his commission of rnajor-~eneral 
of volunteers followed on 21 March,1862. The day 
before the battle of Shiloh, his division was placed 
on t.he north side of Snake creek, on a road leading 
from· Savannah or Crump's landing, to Purdy. He 
was ordered by Gen. Grant, on the morning of 6 
April (the first day of the battle), to cross the creek 
and come up to Gen. William T. Sherman's right., 
which covered the bridge over that stream, that gen
eral depending on him for support; but he lost his I 
Wrty, and did not arrive until the night. He rendered 
efficient service in the second day's fight, and in the 
subsequent advance on Corint.h. In November, 
1862, he was president of the court of inquiry on 
the military conduct of Gen. Don Carlos Buell in the 
operations in Tennessee and Ken tncky. In 1863 
he prepared the defences of Cincinnati, whic.h he 
saved from captme by Gen. Edmund Kirby Smith, 
and was subsequently assigned to the command of 
the middle department a.nd the 8th army corps, with 
headquarters in Baltimore, Mel. With 5,800 men 
he intercepted the march of Gen. Jnbal A. Early 
with 28,000 men on Washino-ton, D. C., and on 0 
Jnly, 1864, fought the battTe of the Monocacy. 
Although he was defeated, he gained sufficient 
time to enable Gen. Grant to sendre-enforcements 
to the ca,pit.al from City Point. By order of Gen. 
Henry W. Halleck, he was removed from his com
mand"and superseded by Gen. Edward O. C. Ord; 
but when Gen. Grant learned the particnlars of the 
action, he immediately reinstated Wallace, and in 
his official report in 1865 says: "On 6 July the 
enemy (Early) occupied Hagerstown, moving a 
st.rong column toward Frederick city. Gen. Wal
lace, with Ricketts's division and his own com
mand, the latter new a,nd mostly nndisciplined 
troops, pusbed ont from Baltimore with great 
promptnessa.nd met the enemy in force on the Mo
nocacY,near the crossing of the railroad bridge. His 
force was not snfficien t to insure success, bu t he 
fought the enemy nevertheless, and, althongh it re
sulted in a defeat to our arms, yet he detained the 
enemy and thereby served to ena.ble Wright to reach 
Washington before him." Returning to his com
mand, Gen. Wallace was second mem bel' of the comt 
that tried the assassins of President Lincoln, and 
president of that which tried and convicted Capt. 
Henry Wirz, commandant of Andersonville prison. 
Gen. Wallace was mustered ont of volunteer ser
vice in 1865, returned to the practice of law in 
Crawfordsville, was governor of Utah in 1878-'81, 
and in 1881 became U. S. minister to Turkey, serv
ing till 1885, when he again resumed pmctice in 
Crawfordsville. He has lectured extensively in 
this country, and is the a.uthor of two successful 
novels, eutitled "'1'he Fair God," a story of the 
conquest of Mexico (Boi3ton, 1873), "Ben-Hur, a 
Tale of the Christ," of which 200,000 copies have 
been sold (New York, 1880); a" Life of Benjamin 
Harrison" (1888); and" The Boyhood of Christ" 
(1888).-His wife, Snsan Arnold Elston, author, 
b. in Crawfordsville, Ind., 25 Dec., 1830, was edu
cated there, and married Gen. Wallace in 1852. 
Her maiden name was Elston. She has written 
many articles for newspapers and magazines, her 
s~ort poem, " The Patter of Little Feet," attaining 
Wide popularity. Her other publications are" The 
Storied Sea" (Boston. 1884); "GineHa. or the Old 
Oak Chest" (New York, 1887); the "Land of the 
PUE\b~os," with other papers (1888); and" The Re
pose 111 Egypt" (1888), 
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WALLACE, William Haney Lamb, soldier, 
b. in Urbana, Ohio. 8 July, 1821 ; d. in Savannah, 
Tenn .. 10 April, 1862. He removed with his father 
to Illinois in 1882, a.nd adopted the profession of 
law, which he was licensed to practise in 1846, but 
the same year volunteered as a private in the 1st 
Illinois regiment for the ;\lexican war. He rose to 
the rank of adjutant, participated in the battle of 
Buena Vista and oth!'r engagements, a.nd a,fter the 
peace resumed his profession, becoming district 
attorney in 1853. In 'May, 1861, he was appointed 

. colonel of 	the 11 th Illinois volunteers, and at the 
battle of Fort Donelson, in February, 1862, he com
manded a, brigade in Gen. John A. McClernanc1's 
division, with ability that led to his appointment 
as' brigadier-general of volunteers. In the suc
ceeding .baUle of Shiloh he commanded Gen. 
Charles F . Smith's brigade, which for six hours 
withstood the assault of the enemy, and was the 
last to leave the field. Wallace fell, morta.lly 
wounded, in an ineffectual attemRt to resist the 
enemy. See .James Grant Wilson s "Sketches of 
Illinois Offieers "(Chicag·o. 1862). 



WALLEN, Helll:Y Davies, soldier, b. in Sa
vannah. Ga., 19 April, 1819; d. in New York city, 
2 Dec., 1886. He was graduated at the U. S. mili
tary academy in 1840 in the class with William T. 
Sherman and George H. Thomas, and was as
signed to the 4th infantry. His first service was 
in the Florida war in 1840-'2, and, after garrison 
duty during 1842-'5, he was engllged in the mili
tary occupation of Texas and in the war with irIex
ico, being wounded llt Palo Alto. After five years 
of fron tier duty at Detroit and Plattsburg, he was 
sent to the Pacific COllst, where he remained until 
the beginning of the civil war, serving in va.rious 
fort~, with the Yakmia expedition in 1855, and in 
command of the exploring expedition to Salt Lnke 
in 1859. Meanwhile he had been promoted captain 
on 31 .Jall., 1850, and major all 25 Nov., 1861. He 
was acting assistant inspector-general of the D.e.
pa.rtment of New MexICo from ' June, 1862, till 
June, 1864, and in command of a regiment at Fort 
Schu.yler, N. Y., therenfter until May, 1865. The 
brevets of lieu tenan t-colonel ,wd colonel were given 
him on 23 Feb., 1865, and that of brigadier-general 
on 13 March, 1865, while the aetual rank of lieu
t enant-colonel WIIS conferred on him, 30 July, 1865. 
For a year he served in the west, and commanded 
successively the district of the Gila and the district 
of Arizona. but in 1867 he '''as given command 
of Governor's island. New York harbor, which 
post he held until 1869. In 1872 he was on the 
Yellowstone expedition. and on 19 Feb., 1873, he 
was made colonel of the 2d infantry. He was 
retired from active service on 18 Feb., 1874, and 
:mbse uently resided in New York city. 



Wallen, Henry D.* [Born in Ga. Appointed from Florida.j 
Brevet 2nd Lieut. 3rd Infantry, 1 July, 1840. 2nd Lieut. 4th Infantry, 4 Oct., 1840. 

1st Lieut.,9 Sept., 1846. Hegimental Adjutant, 1 Feb., 1849, to 31 Jan., 1850. 
Captain, 31 Jan., 11350. Mn,jor 7th Infantry, 25 Nov., 1861. Brevet Lieut. 
Colonel and Brevet Colonel, 23 Feb., 1865, for meritorious service rendered by 
him in New :M:exico during the war. Brevet Brigadier Genl., 13 March, 1865, 
for faitl1fu\ and mcritorious servicc during the war. Lieut. Colonel 14th Infan
try, 30 July, 1865. Unassigned 15 March, 1869. Assigned to 8th Infantry, 15 
Dec., 1870. Colonel 2nd Infantry, 19 Feb., 1873. Retired Feb., 1874. 



WAL'fHALL: Ecin;ard -Car)-: - ;~nator, b. in 
Richmond, Va.,4 April, 1831. He was educated 
at Holly Springs, Miss., studied law, was admitted 
to the bar in 1852, and practised at Coffeeville, 
Miss. In 1856 he was elected district attorney of 
the 10th judicial district of Mississippi, and he 
was re-elected in 1859, but resigned 111 1861 and 
entered the Confederate army as a lieutenant in 
the 15th Mississippi infantry. He was promoted 
to lieu.tenant-colonel, and .coJ?manued the re~i
ment 111 the battle of FISh111g Creek, or Mill 
Springs, Ky., 19 Jan., 1862. Subsequently he be
came colonel of the 29th Mississippi regiment, 
and he was promoted brigadier, 13 Dec., 1862, 
and major-general, 6 June, 1864. His service was 



in the western army" At the battle of Mission 
Ridge, aiLer the National forces had penetr~ted 
the Oonfederate lines, Gen. Walthall, under (l1rec
tion of Gen. Benjam in F. Cheatham, threw his 

brigade across the 
ridge and held the 
advancing troops 
in check until 
darkness enabled 
the Confederates 
to make their es
cape. He com
manded the rellr
guard of General 
John B. Hood's 
army after that 
general's disas
trous defeat at 
Nashville, and 
protected them 
from capture by 
the pursuing 
forces of General 

~ t/C George H. ThomCtc.~ 2- "If' 
as. In January, 
1871, Gen. Walt

hall resllmed the practice of law at Grenada, 
Miss., which ' he continued until March, 1885. He 
was delegate at large to the National Demo
cratic conventions of 1868, 1876, 1880, and 1884. 
He was appointed to the U. S. senat.e as a Demo
crat to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation 
of Lucius Q. C. Lamar, took his seat on 12 March, 
1885, and was elected by the legislature in Ja,nuary, 
1886, for the unexpired term, without opposition. 
He was unanimously chosen in January, 1888, for 
the term tlmt will end in 1895. 





WARD, john Henry Hobart, soldier, b. in 
New York city, 17 June, 1823. His grandfather, 
John, a soldiel" of the Revolution, and his bther, 
James, who fought in the war of 1812, were both 
disabled by wounds that they received in the ser
vice. The son was educated at Trinity collegiate 
school, enlisted at the age of eighteen in the 7th 
U. S. infantry, and in fou l' years rose through the 
several grades to that of sergeant-major. In the 
Mexican war he participated ill the siege of Fort 
Brown, received wounds at !\{onterey, and was at 
the capture of Vera Cruz. He WH,S Hssistant com
missary-general of the state of Ne\v York from 
1851 till 1855, and commissary-genera,l from 1855 
till 185!). In the beginning of the civil war he re
cl"lI ited the 38th New York volunteers, was appoint
ed colonel of the regiment, !md led it at Bull Run 
and in all the battles of the peninsula campaign, 
and subseq nently at the second Bull Run and CluLIl
tilly. Being prollloteu brigadier-geneml of volun
teers on 4 Oct., 1862, he ,commanded a brigade in 



the 3d corps at Fredericksburg, Chanccllorsville, 
Gettysburg, the Wilderness, and Spottsylvania. 
On the third day at GettysbUl'g. where he was 
wounded, as also at Kelly's Ford and Wapping 
Heights; he was in temporary command of the di
vision. He was again wounded at Spottsylvania., 
and was frequently commended for courage and 
capacity, in official reports. After the Will' he en
gaged in a civil employment in New York city. 



WA'RI>, William Thomas, soldier. b. in Amelill I 
county, Va., 9 Aug.. 1808; d. in Lon isvill e, Ky., 12 
Oct.,1878. He was ed ucated at St. Nlar.v's college, 
lI e,~r Lebanon. Ky., stud ied law, and practi~ed in 
Greensburg. In 1847 he joined a regiment of Ken
t,ucky volunteers, was commissioned as major, and 
served in Mexico till .July, 1848. He was elected 
to the Kentucky legislfltul'e on his return, and was 
a represent.ative in congress from 1 Dec., 1851. till 
3 March, 1853. He was ,~ppointed a brigadier-gen
eml in the National army on 18 Sept., 1861, organ
ized a brig'ade of volun te3rs in Kentucky. com
manded all troops south of fJouisville and was en
gaged in the pursuit of Gen. J ohn H. iVIOl'gM ill 
1862. was at.tachel] to the Arm)' of the Ohio ill No
vember. commanded at GallaLin , Tenn. , ane'! served 
through Gen. William 1'. Sherman's campaigns. l'C

linquishing the commall(l of a· division in the Cum
berland at the be!;'inn ing of the Atlanta campa.ign 
to assume that of a brigade in the 20th corps. His 
men effeeteu a lodgment in the enemy's fort.ifiea
tions at n.eS~tC;l. 'Llld he was sovel'ely wounded in 
the a.rm alld side, but woul<l not leave the field. 
He WIIS also in the b'lt ties before the fali of At
lanta, and in the m!1reh to the sea commanded a 
di"ision, performing effeeti,'e services in t.he fights 
th,1t preceded the sllrrender of Gen. J oseph E. 
Johnston's al'my. He was brevetteu major-geneml 
on 24 Feb., 18G5, an tI mustered ont on 24 Aug., 
after which he practised 1fLW in Lonisvi ile, I.ey: 



WARNER, Adoniram Judson, soldier, b. in 
Waleg, Erie co., N. Y., 18 Jan., 1834. He was edu
cated at Beloit., Wis., and in New York central col
lege. Soon after leaving college he became princi
pal of the Lewiston, Pa., academy and superin
tendent. of,public seho'ols of Mifflin county, and he 
was principal of the Mercer union schoC'ls from 
1856 till 1862. In the latter year he entered the 
National army as captain in a Pennsylvania regi
ment, and was successive'lY promoted to lieutenant
colonel, colonel, and brevet brigadier-general of 
volunteers, 13 March, 1865. He partieipated in 
several engagements, and was se\'erely wounded nt 
Antietam. After the close of the war he studied 
law and was admitted to the bar at Indhmfl.polis, 
Inc1., but never practised, and since 186(j has en
gaged in the ra,ilroad, coal, and iron business. He 
was elected to cong-ress from Ohio as n Democrat 
in 1878, 1882, and ~1884. He' has published" Ap
preciation of Money" (Philadelphia, 1877); "Source 
of Value in Money" (1882); and various pamphlets 
on the silver and othpr economic llestions. 



WARNER, Willard, senator, b. in Gran ville, 
Ohio, 4 Sept., 1826. He was graduated at M>1.rietta 
college in 1845, went to California in 1849, en
gaged in mercantile business in Cincinnati after 
his return in 1852, and a few years later became 
general manager of thc Newark machin e-works. 
He was a delegate to the Repnblican national con
vention in 1860. In December, 1861, he joined the 
volunteer army as major of the 76th Ohio infantry, 
and was engaged at Fort Donelson, at the siege of 
Corin t.h, and in the Vicksburg campaign. In 1863 
he became lieutenant-colonel of the regiment, which 
he led from Viek,burg to Chattanooga, and through 
the battles of Lookout Mountain and Mission 
Ridge, and at Ringgold, where he broke through 
Gen. Patrick Cleburnp,'s strongly posted lines. In 
the Atlanta campaign he served on the staff of 
Gen. William']'. Sherman as inspector-general. 
On 20 Oct., 1864, he was appoin ted colonel of the 
180th Ohio volun teers. He was brevetted briga
dier- a nd ml1jor-geneml of volunteers in March, 
1865. for gallmlt and meri torious serdces, and was 
mustered out in July. He served one term in the 
Ohio stl1te senate immediately after the war, re
moved to the sout.h in 1867, where he engaged in 
cotton-planting. was a member of the Al:i.bama 
legislatnre in the succeeding year, and was elected 
to the U. S. senate as a Republican from Alabll.ma 
on the reorganization of the state governm ent; 
serving f rom 2;i J Il ly, 1868, till 3 March, 1871, when 
his term ended. He was collector of eustom~ at 
Mobile. Alit., f rom Jllly.1871, till F ebruary, 1872. 
whim he declined the appoin tment of governor of 
New Mexico. as he did ltlso that of minister to the 
Argentine Repuhlic. He was a memher of the 
Republican nat ional convention of 1868, of the 
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Cincinnati convention that nominated R.utherford 
B. Hayes in 1876, a.IHl of all that ha ve since been 
held. In 1873 he organized the Tecllmseh iron 
company, of which he has since been the general 
manager, and in 1887 he was elected president a.nd 
manager of the Nashville iron, steel, a.nd charcoal 
com an. He resides at Tecnmseh, Ala. 



WARREN. Fitz·Helll'J'. solrlier. b. in Brim
I ficIci, Muss., 11 Ja.n., 1816;' d. there, 21 June, 1878. 



He emigrated to Burlington, Iowa, in 1844. and 
became interested in jOllrnalism and politics in 
that locality. He was appointed second assistant 
postmaster-general in 1849, and afterward served 
as first assistant. DUl'ing the ci \"il war he was in 
command of the 1st Iowa cavalry, and he became 
brigadier-gencml of volunteers, 16 July, 1862, and 
afterward major-general by brevet, being mustcred 
out of the service, 24 A llg., 1865. He was a mem
ber of the Iowa state senate in 1866, minister to 
Guatemala in 1867-'8, and a presidential elector 
on the Democmtic ticket in 1872. He was editor 
of the Burlington (Iowa) "Ha.wkeye" for a time. 
and was also, at a later period, connected with the 
"Sun" and the" 'rribune " in New York cit. 



'VARREN, -Gouve'~~eni Keinbfe,'~oldier, b. in 
Cold Spring, N. Y., 8 Jan. , 1830; d. in Newport, 
R. 1., I) Aug., 1882. He was graduateu at the U. S. 
military academy in 1850, standing second in his 
class, aml was assigned to the topographical engi
neers as brevet 2d I iClltenant. After four years of 
duty in connection with the surveys of the delta 
of the Mississippi and other river surveys under 
Capt. Andrew A. Humphreys, he engaged in (;om
piling reports of the Pacific railroad exploration. 
In 1855 he accompanied the Sioux exppdition as 
chief topographical engineer on Gen. William S. 
Harney's st.aff. being engageu in the action of Blne 
'Water, antl subsequently until 1859 he was occu
pied in Dakota ltlld Nebraska in making maps of 
those territories for the exploration of t,he routes 
fOl' milroads between Mississippi river and the Pa
cific ocean. The general direction of this route 
was under Capt. Humphreys, and Lieut. Warren 
was his principal assistant. He then served at the 
military academy as assistant professor of mathe
matics until the beginning of the civil war, when 
he en tereel active service as lieutenan t-colonel of 
the 5th New York volunteers, of which regiment 
he became colonel on 31 Aug. , 1861. Ill' was aho 
promoted capta,in in the engineers on 9 Sept., 1861. 
His regiment was ordered to Fortress MOlll"oe and 
he took I)art in th'e action of Big Beth!'l, where he 
was the ast to leave the field, remaining to rescue 
the body of Lieut. John T. Greble, the first officer 
in the regular army killed in the civil wa,r. Dur
ing the l'emui nder of the year he was stationed at 
Baltimore, where he constl"llcted the fort on Fed
eral Hill. In the spring of 1862 he joined the 
Army of the Potomac, serving in the peninsnlar 
campaign, nnd at Yorktown his regiment formed 
part of the siege-t.rain under the cOflJlnand of the 
chief of artillery. He was given II brigade in the 
5th army corps in May, with which he co vered the 
extreme right of the army and took part in the cap
ture of Hanover COllrt-Holl~e, the pUI'slIit of Con 
federate cavalry under Gen. James E. n. Stuart, 
the battle of Gaines's ~Iill s, the affair Itt Malvern 
Hill and subsequent battle, and the skirmish a.t 
HHrrison's Landing. His brigade wns then sent to 
re-enforce Gen. John Pope, and he participateu in 



the battle of Manassas. In the subsequent cam
paign he 'served with the 5th corps, was eugaged 
at Autietam, and then took part in the Rappahan
nock campaign a.nd the battle of Fredericksburg. 
On 26 Sept., 1862, he was appointed brigadier-gen-, 
eral of volunteers for his services at Gaines's Mills. 
During the' winter months of 1862-'3 he did much 
individual work in reconnoitring and corrccting 
maps, and on 2 Feb., 1863, he was ordered, a.s chief 
of topographical engineers, to the staff of Gen. 
Joseph Hooker, then in comma,nd of the Army of 
the Potomac. Soon after the consolidation of t,he 
two corps of engineers on 3 March, 1863, he was 
appointed chief of engineers of the Army of the 
Potomac, and during .the Cha,ncellorsville cam
paign he took part in the action on Orange Pike, 
the storming of Marye's Heights, and the battle of 
Salem. He continued as chief of engineers under 
Gen. George G. Meade, and was engal!cd at Gettys
burg, where he seized Little Round Top, the key 
to the entire National position, and, using Gen. 
Meade's name as his staff-officer. ordered the 140th 
New York regiment, under Col. Patrick H. O'Rorke 
(g. v.), to occnpy the hill. This was accomplished 
after a severe hand-to-hand fight. Thereafter he 
was engaged in engineering duties connected with 
the passage , of the Potomac until 11 Aug., when 
on the receipt of his major-general's commission, 
bearing date of 3 .May previolls. he was assigned 
to the tempomry command of the 2d corps. His 
next important service was during the march on 
Centerville in October, 1863, when he was attacked 
by Gen. Ambrose P. Bill, and, although his force 
was about one half that of the Confederates, he 
held his position until he was re-enforced by the 
5th corps. In the official report it was said: "The 
handling of the 2d corps in this operation, and the 
promptitude, skill, and spirit with which the ene
my was met, were admirable." When the Army of 
the Potomac was reorganized into three corps for 
the Richmond campaign, he received the perma
nent command of the 5th corps and participated in 
the ba.ttles of the Wilderness. North Anna. Bethes
da Church, Cold 'Harbor, and those a.l'Ound Pe
tersburg. Before the battle of Five 1<'orks, Gen. 
Sherida.n. having expressed 
to Gen. Grant his dissatis
faction with Gen. Warren's 
habit of critici~ing the acts 
and orders of his su perior 
officers, received authority 
to remove him, should there 
be satisfactory reasons for 
so doing. At Fi,'e Forks, 
when the 5th corps ad
vanced according to Gen. 
Sheridan's orders. it was 
found that the lndica.ted 
point of attack was too far 
to the right. This error wu.s 
corrected by Gen. Warren, 
who in person l~d the charge 
that closed the battle and 
secured the victory.- At this 
moment he received ~,n or
der relieving him from the 
command of his corps. The 
reasons given by Gen. Sheridan for this ac:t were: 
1. "Tha,t Warren failed to reach me on the 1st 
of A pril. when I had reason to expect him": 2. 
" That the tactical handling of his corps was un
skilful"; 3. "That he did not exert himself to 
get his corps up to Gravelly run church"; and 4. 
"That when portions of his line g-11-ve way he did 
not exert himself to restore confidence to his 



troops." In reply to these charges Gen. Warren 
answered that his first order to r elieve Gen. Sheri
<lan on 31 March was received from Gen. George 
G. Meade at 9.17 P. M., when he had alrea(ly ac
complished Gen. Sheridan's relief by sending troops 
to his assista,nce without orders, on his own respon
sibility, earlier than 5 P. M., also that he carrie<l out 
his Ol·jers to Gen. Meade's entire satisfaction and 
joined Gen. Sheridan sooner t.han Gen. Meade had 
expected; that the only lack of sldll was that of 
Gen. Sheridan, who delivered the attack of the 5th 
corps at a poin t three quarters of a mile distant 
from the point intended. A court of inquiry. con
vened in 1879 Itt Gen. Warren's request, found: 1. 
That Gen. Wa rren, ufter the receip t of Gen. Mende's 
first order. should have moved his main force sooner 
than he dId. 2. It did not find that his handling 
of the corps was unskilful. 3... That there was no 
unneCeSSlll'Y delay in this march of the 5th co rfs, 
and that Gen. Warrell took the usual methods 0' a 
corps comma nder to prevent <lelay. " 4. That" by 
continuous exertions of himself and stuff he sub
stantially remedied matters" ; unll the court thinks 
., that this was for him the essential point to be at
tended to. which also required his whole efforts t.o 
accomplish." Gen. VV'arl'en after his removal was 
assigned by Gen. Grant to the charge of the de
fences of the P ctersburg and Sout hside railrolld, 
and then had command Qj t he Departm en t of the 
Mississippi. On 27 May, 1865, he resign ed his com
mission in the volunteer army and retall'ncd to 
duty as major in the corps of eng ineers, to which 
grade he had been ad vanced on 25 .Jnne, 1864. H e 
received the successive brevet.s in the U. S. army 
up to major-general, of which the last two wcr:e 
given him ou 13 i\larch, 1865. From May, 1865, 
till his death he was employed in various parls of 
the coun try in making surveys and in other works 
connected with his tlepa rt,ment. He was made 
lieutena,nt-coloncl on 4 March, 1879. Gen. W arren 
was electe<l a member of the American Ilssociat ion 
for the advancement of science in 18,'i8, of the 
American philosophical society in 1867, of the 
American society of civil engineers in 1874, a nd to 
the Nationa.l academy of sciences in 1876. A heroic 
statue by Paul Gerhardt (shown in the accompa.ny
ing illustration) was un veiled with appropriate cere
monies on Little Round Top, Gettysburg, on 8 Aug., 
1888. His works include .. Explorations in the 
Dacota Country" (2 vols. , Washington, 1855-'6); 
"Preliminary R eport of Explorations in Nebraska 
and Dakota in the Years 1855-'7" (1858); various 
reports to the government on mili tary and engine'er
ing sUbjects; and a pamphlet giving" An Account 
of the 5th Army Corps at t he Batt le 'of Fiye F orks" 
(New York,1866). See sketch by Gcn. Henry L. 
Abbot in "Biographical Memoirs of the National 
Academy of Sciences" vol. ii., Washing-ton, 1886). 

http:accompa.ny




W A'l'IE, stand. soldier, 'b. in Cherokee, Ga. 
(the site of the present city of Rome), in 1815; d. 
in Angllst, 1877. He was a full-blooded Cherokee 
Indian, was edneated at the mission schools in the 
Indian country, served as a member of the Chero
kee legislative council, and was speaker of the 
lower house from 1862 till 1865. He became 
colonel of the 1st Cherokee Confederate infantry 
regiment in Odober. 1861, and was promoted briga
dier-general in the Confedemte army on 10 May, 
1864. His brigade was composed of the 1st and 2d 



Cherokee regiments of infantry, a Cherokee bat
talion of infa.ntry, and a ha.tta lion each of Seminole 
and Osage Indians. He was a younger brothel' of 
Elias Boudinot and nephew of l\l aj . Ridge, who 
were assassinated in the Cherokee nMion in 183!). 



W ATKINS, Louis Douglas, soldier. b. in Flori
da about 1835; d. in Baton Rouge, J~a. , 29 March, 
1868. He joined the U. S. army as 1st lieutenant. 
14th infantry. 14 l\1a.y, 1861, was transfel'l'ed to the 
5th cavalry, 22 June, 1861, and became captain, 17 
July, 1862, and colonel of the 20r.h infantry, 28 
July, 1866. He received the brevets of major, 8 
Jan., 1863, for gallant service in the expedition to 
east Tennessee under Gen. Samuel P. Carter, lieu
tenant-colonel, 24 June, 1864, for service at La
fayette, and that of brigadier-general. 13 March, 
1865. He was mustered out on 1 Se t., 1866. 



Watkins, Louis D. [Born in Florida. Appointed from D. C.] 
1st Lieut. 14th Infantry, 14 May,1861. Transferred to 5th Cavaby, 22 June, 1861. 

Captain, 17 July, 1862. Colonel 20th Infantry, 28 July, 18G6. Died 29 March, 
1868. Brevet Rank ;-Brevet l\'[ajor, 8 Jan., 18G3, for gallant and meritorious ser
vice in the expedition to East Tennessee under Brigadier GenJ. Carter, U.::i. Vola. 
Brevet Lieut. Colonel, 5 March, 1863, for gallant and meritoriolls service at the 
Bat tle of Thompson's Station, 'I'enn. Brevet Colonel, 24 June, 1864, for gallant 
and meritorio us service at the Battle of Lafayette, Ga. Brevet Brigadier Genl., 
13 Murch, 18G5, for gallant and meritorious conduct ill defence of Resaca, Ga. 



, 

; 

, 
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Watson's son, Alexa.llder Stewart, soldier, b. in 
New York city, 15 Feb.• 1835, was educat.ed at pri
vate schools nnll at the U. S. military Academy, 
where he was g-raduated 13th in a class of 34 in 
1855. and assigned to the artillery. He served in 
Florida, Minnesota. and for t.hree years as assistant 
professor at West. Point, became 1st lieutenant in 
the 2d artillery, 28 April, 1861, captain in the 11th 
infantry, 14 May, and major of the 1st Rhode Island 
artillery on 14 Sept. He was present at Bull Run 
!IntI in the defences of Washington until 1862. when 
he participated in the battles of the peninsula cam
paign of the Army of the fotomac and !l.S chief
of-staff of the 5th corps durmg the Maryland and 
Rn.ppahannock campaigns till 23 June, 1863. He 
wns then eommissioned brigadier-general of volun
teers, and pla.ced in command of a brigade of the 
2d corps, serving with great credit at the ba,ttle of 
Gettysburg. At the" angle" he met the fnmous 
ch.1rge of Pickett's Confederate division, and took 
the major part in its repu lse. He wa.s wounded 
while leading his men. and received from Gen. 
George G. Meade a bronze medal for "distin
guished rersollal gallantry on that ever-memora
ble field.' During the Rapidan campaign he com
manded a diyision in the battle of Bristow Stnt.ion 
and auxiliary affnirs. Gen. Webb then returned to 
the command of his brigade, and led it with abil
ity during the Wilderness campaign, being severe
ly wounoed at the battle of Spottsylvania in May, 
1864. On his retmn from sick-leave he was ap
pointed chief-or-staff to Gen. George G. Meade, 
commanding the Army of t.he Potomac in the op.
erations before Petersburg. From June, 1865, till 
Febmary, 1866, Gen. ,Vebb WIIS acting as inspect
or-general of the military division of the Atlantic, 
and then he was professor at the military academy 
till · August, 1868. On the reorganization of the 
R-rmy he became lieutenant-colonel of the 44th in
fant'ry, 28 July, 1866. and commanded his new 
regiment in 1868-'9 and (with his brevet rank) the 
5th military district in April, 1869, and WIIS, at his 
own request, discharged the service, 3 Dec., 1870. 
He was brevetted major, U. S. A., 3 July, 1863, 
" for gallant and meritorious services" at Gettys
burg; lieutenant-colonel. U. S. A., 11 Oct., 1863. for 
Bristow St!ltion; colonel, U. S. A., 12 May, 1861, 
for Spot.tsylvania; major-general of volunteers, 
1 Au?, .. 1864, "for gallant and distinguished con
duct'; and brigadier-general and major-general, 
U. S. A.. 13 March, 1865, "for gallant and merito
rious service~ in the campaign terminating with 
the surrender of the insurgent army under Gen. 
Lee." Gen. Webb has been since 21 July, 1869, 
president of the College of the city of New York, 
and in 18'70 t.he degree of LL. D. was conferred 
upon him by Hobart colleg:. He h~s published 
.. The Peninsula: McClellan s CampaIgn of 1862" 
(New York, 1882) and articles on the civil war, in 
the" Century" m.lgazine.-Another son of Samuel 
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-
Webb, Alexander S.* [Born in N. Y. Appointed from N. Y.] 

Brevet 2nd Lieut. 4th Artillery, 1 July, 1855. 2nd Lieut., 20 Oct., 1855. 1st 
Lieut., 28 April, 1861. Captain 11th Infantry,14 :May,1861. Lieut. Colonel 
44th Infantry, 28 July, 1866. Transferred to 5th Infantry, 15 March, 1869. Un
assigned 24 March, 1869. Discharged 5 Dec., 1870. Brevet Rank :-Brevet Ma
jor, 3 July, 1863, for gallant and meritorious service at the Battle of Gettysburg, 
Penn. Brevet Lieut. Colonel, 11 Oct., 1863, for gallant and meritorious service 
at the Battle of Bristow Station, Va. Brevet Colonel, 12 May, 1864, for gallant 
and meritorious service at the Battle of Spottsylvania, Va. Brevet Brigadier 
Genl., 13 March, 1865, for gallaIlt and meritorious service in the campaign ter
minating with the surrender of Genl. Lee. Brevet Major Genl., 13 March, 1865,. 
for gallant and meritorious service during the war. 



WEBER, Max, soldier, b. in Achern, Buden, 
27 Aug., 1824. He was gruduu,ted at the mimary 
school of Carlsruhe, in 1843, as a lieutenant of in
fantry, and held II, commission in the army of 
Baden until 1849. when he served with the revo
lutionists under Gen . .F'mnz SigeJ. Be came to 
this country in the same year, settled in New York 
city, and on 16 May, 1861, became colonel of the 
20th New York regiment. He was stationed at 
Fort Monroe lind took part in the car.ture of Fort 
Hatteras, and from September, 1861, tIll May, 1862, 
commanded Camp Hamilton, nellr the former post, 
being commissioned brigadier-general of vol un
t('ers, 28 April, 1862. He was lit Newport News 
during the fight between the" Monitor" and" Mer
rimac," in anticipation of a Confederate attack 
by lnnd, took part in the capture of Norfolk in 
May, a.nd ('hel1 commanded at Suffolk till Sep
tember, when he was ordered to the Army of the 
Potomac. He led a brigade at South Mountain 
and Antietam, where he received a wound that 
crippll"d his right arm for life. He served under 
Gen. David Hunter and Gen. 'Fmnz Sigel in the 
Shenandoah va.lIey in 1864, and, while command
ing at Harper's Ferry, repelled Gen. Jubal A. 
Early's attack of 4-7 July. Gen. Weber resigned 
his commission on 13 May. 1865. He was assessor 
of interna,] revenue in New York.in 1870-'2, and 
then collector till A ril 1883 when he resi ned. 



wimSTER. Josel)h ])111111, soldier, b. in Old 
Hampton, N. H., 25 Aug., 1811; d. in Chicago, Ill., 
12 March, 1876. His father, J osiah (1772-1837), 
was pastor at HfI,mpton from 1808 until his death. 
The son was :p':raduated at Dartmouth in 1832, and 
read law in Newburyport, Mass .. but became aclerk 
in the engineer and war offices in Washington, was 
made aU. S. civil engineer in 1835, and on 7 July, 
1838, entercd t.he ann)' as 2d lieutenant of t.opo
graphical engineers. He served through the Mexi-' 
can war, and was promoted 1st lieutenant in July, 
1849, and captain in Mal'ch, 1853, but resigned in 
April, 1854, aJ1d removed to Chicago, where he en
gaged in business. He was prl:'sident of the com
mission that perfected the remarkable system of 
sewerage for that place. and abo planned nnd exe
cuted the operations whereby the grade of !I largl:' 



part of the city was made from two to eight feet 
higher, whole blocks being raised by jack-screws 
while new foundations were inserteu. He. entered 
the service of the stnte at the opening of the civil 
war, took charge of the construc:tion of fortifica
tions at Cairo, 111., and Paducah, Ky., in April, and 
was made paymaster, with rank of major. of U. S. 
volunteers on 1 June, but in February, 1862, he be
came colonel of the 1st 1Jl inois artillery. He wa~ 
chief of Gen. Grant's staff for several months, was 
present a,t the capture of Fort Henry and Fort 
Donelson, and at Shiloh was also chief of artillery. 
At the close of the first day's fight at Shiloh he oc
cupied with all avaih1ble artillery the ridge that 
covered Pittsburg Landing, thus checking the 
hitherto victorious Confederates. He received the 
highest commendation in Gen. Grant's official re
port, and continued to be his chief of staff till, in 
October, 1862, he was detailed by the war d~part
ment to make a survey of the Illinois and lIiichigan 
canal. He was commissioned brigadier-general of 
volunteers, 29 Nov., 1862, and, after serving for 
some time as military governor of Memphis, Tenn., 
and as superintendent of military railroads, was 
again Grant's chief of staff in the Vicksburg cam
paign. a,nd from 1864 till the close of hostilities 
held the same post under Gen. William T. Sherman. 
He was with Gen. George H. Thomas at the battle 
of Nashville. Gen. Webster was gh'en t.he brevet 
of major-general of vol unteers, 13 March, 1865, re
signed on 6 Nov., and returned to Chicago, where 
he remained during the rest of his life. He was 
assessor of internal revenue in that city in 1869-'72, 
and then assistant U. S. treasurer there till J Illy, 
1872, when he became collector of revenue. 



WEED, Stel)llen Hinsdale, soldier, b. in New 
York city in 1834; d. near Gettysburg, Pa., 2 July, 
1863. He was graduated at the New York free 
academy in 1851, awl at the U. S. military acad
emy in 1854, and as~igned to the artillery. After 
frontier duty in Texas, and service agn,inst the 
Seminoles in 1856-'7, he was engaged in quelling 
the Kansas disturbances in 1858, and then on the 
Ut·ah expedition, participating in skirmishes with 
hostile Indians at Egan Canon, 11 Aug., 1860, and 
Deep Creek on 6 Sept. He was promoted captain 
on 14 May, 18(j1, and served in the peninsular, 
northern Virginia, and Maryland campaigns, in 
command of a ba,ttery. From 3 Dec., 1862, till 23 
J !ll1., 1863, he was chief of the artillery corps at Fal
mouth, Va. After a short leave of absence he took 
Ixtrt in the battle of Chancellors ville, and on 6 
June, 1863, was made brigadier-genoml of volun
teers for gallant conduct . there. Aftel' 10 May, 
1863, he commanded an artillery brigade in the 
5th army corps. At Gottysburg, while holding 
the position on Little Round Top, he was mor
tally wounded, exclaiming as he fell: "I would 
rather llie here than that the rebels should gain 
an inch of this ground." The point was essen
tially important to retain, and it is historically 
marked as "\Veeel's Hill." 



WEi(iii'TMAN:-kicJ;:~'rd Hauson, soldier, b. 
in Maryland in 1818; d. neal' Wilson's creek, Mo., 
10 Aug., 1861. He entered the U. S. military 
academy in 1837, but was expelled in the same year 
for clltting:.~ comrade in the face in n personal en
counter. with the same knife he afterward killed 
a. Santn Fe trader in n quarrel. He was 11 captain 
in the i\lissouri light infan t ry volunteers in the 
Mexican war. He became an addi t ional paymas
ter in the U. S. army in 1848, was honorably dis
cbarged in 1849. settled in New Mexico, amI was 
chosen proyisionally a senl1tor, when in 1850 the 
territory llllsuccessfully applied for admissioll into 
the Union. In 1851-'3 be served in congress, hav
ing been elected as a Democrat. At the beginning 
of the civil war he became colonel of a regiment 
of the Missonri state gllRrd, participated in the 
battle of Cllrthnge, ;:; July, 1861. and was killed 
while commanding a brigade at Wilson's creek. 



WEIT7~L, Godfrey,soldier, b. in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, 1 Nov" 1835; d. in Philadelphia, Pa., 19 
i\fa.rch, 1884. He was graduated Itt the U. S. mili
tary academy in 1855, became 1st lieutenant of en
gineers in 1860, and WitS attached to the staff of 
Gen. Benjamin F. Butler as chief engineer of the 
Department of the Gulf. After th e capture of 
New Orleans he became assistant military com
mander and acting mayor of the city. He was 
commissioned brigadier-general of volunteers, 29 
Aug., 1862. routed a large force of the enemy at 
Labadieville, La., in October of thnt year, and was 
brevetted major in the U. S. army for that service. 
Hc became captain of engineers, 3 March, 1863, 



commanded the advance in Gen. Nathaniel P. 
Banks's operations in western Louisiana in April 
and May, 1863, a division at thc siege of Port. 
Hudson, La., and a division in the 19th army corps 
ill the Lafourche campaign. On 8 July, 1863, he 
was brevetted lieutenant-colonel, U. S. army, "for 
gallant and meritorious ~ervices at the siege of Port 
Hudson." He joined in the westel'll Louisiana 
campaign, and from May till September, 1864, was 
chief engineer of the Army of the James. being 
engaged at Swift's Creck, the actions near Drury's 
Bluff, and in constructing the defences of Bermuua 
Hundred, ·Tames Ri"er, and Deep Bottom. In 
August, 1864. he was brevetted major-genera.! of 
volunteers "for meritorious and distinguished ser
vices during the civil war." He commanded the 
18th army corps from September till December, 
1864, was brevetted colonel in the U. S. army" for 
gall an t and meri torious services at the ca'j)ture of 
Fort Harrison, 30 Sept., 1864," became ful mujor
geneml of volunteers on 7 Nov., was second in 
command of the first expedition to Fort Fishcl', 
and in March and April, 1865, was in cluu'ge of 
all troops north of Potomac ri vel' during the final 
opemtions against Gen. Robert E. Lee's army, t.."lk
ing possession of Richmond, 3 April, 1865. In 
March, 1865, he was brevettcd brigadier-general 
in the regular army for services in that campaign, 
and major-general in the same mnk " for gallllnt 
and meritorious 
services in the 
field during the 
civil war." He 
commanded the 
Rio Grande dis
trict, 'fexas, in. 
1865-'6, and was 
mustered ont of 
volunteer service 
on 1 March of the 
latter year. He 
became major of 
engineers in 1866, 
lind lielltenllnt
colonel in 1882, 
andfrom Lhatdate 
was in charge of 
various works of 
improvement in 
and near Philadel
phia, anu chairman of the commission advisa,tory 
to the board of harbor commissioners of that city. 





Weitzel, GodCrey.* [Born in Ohio. Appointed from Ohio.) 
Brevet 2nd Lieut. Engineers, 1 July, 1855. 2nd L ieut., 27 July, H356. 1st Lieut., 

1 July, 1860. Brigadier Genl. Vola., 29 Aug., 1862. Brevet Major, 27 Oct., 1862, 
for gallant and meritorious service in the Battle of Thibodeaux, La. Captain 
Engineers, a March,1863. Brevet Lieut. Colonel, 8 -July, 1863, for gallant and 
meritoriolls service in the capture ofPort Hudson, La. Brevet Major Genl. Vols., 
26 Aug., 18G4, for meritorious and distinguisbed service during tbe war. Brevet 
Colonel, 29 Sept., 1864, for gallant and meritorious service in the capture of Fort 
Harrison, Va. Major Genl. Vols.,17 Nov.,1864. Brevet Brigadier Genl., 13 
March, 1865, for gallant and meritorious service in tbe campaign terminating 
with the surrender of the insurgent Army under Genl. Robt. E. Lee. Brevet 
Major Genl.,13 Marcb, 1865, for gallant and meritorious service in the field dur
ing the war. Mustered out of Volunteer service, 1 M(l.rcb,1866. Major Engi
neers, 8 Aug., 1866. 
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i- West Hartford, Conn., 4 April, 1820; d. in New 
1- York cit)', 13 April, 187.5. He studied medicine 
.t, and obtained his degree, but never practised. H€ 
n, early became interested in phrenology, and was 
a also one of the first advocfttes of an excillsiveh 
e. vegetable diet. In 1845 he became a pftrtner in 
:h the publishing-house of O. S. and L. X. Fowler ill 

New York city, the firm-name being Fowlers and 
in "rells, and in 1865 he became sole proprietor. 
e- Mr. Wells edi ted the" Water-Cure Journal" in 
ld 1850-'62, the" Phrenological Journal" from 186il 
Ie till his <leath, and the" Annua.! of Phrenology and 
's, PhysioO'nomy" after 1865. He accompanied Lo· 
la renzo N. Fowler in phrenological lecturing tonrs 
)- in the United States, Canada, and Great Britain 
:0 and wa,s the author, among other works, of "Th e 
s- New Physiognomy, 01' Signs of Character" (New 
~- York, 1866); "How to read Character" (1869) 
t. and " Wedlock, or the Right Rela.tions of the Sexes " 
a (1869).-His wife, Charlotte }'owler, b. in Co
s, hocton, Steuben co., N. Y., 14 Aug., 1814, is a sis
1. tel' of the Fowler brothers. She was edu cated at 
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WELLS; Willia.m, soldier, b. in Waterbury, 
Vt., 14 Dec., 1837. He attended academies in Ver
mont and New Hampshire, and became a mer
chant, but in September, 1861, enlisted in the 1st 
Vermont cavalry, becoming 1st lieutenant on 14 Oct., 
captain on 18 No,'., 1861. Il.nd major, 30 Oct., 1862. 
Ire took part .in Gen. Nathaniel P. Banks's Shen
andoah campaign, and Gen. John Pope's Virginia 
campaign in 1862, and then served in the cavalry 
corps of the Army of the Potomac till the close of 
the war, except from August, 1864, till1\Iarch, 1865, 
when he was under Sheridan in the Shenandoah 
valley, He became colonel of his reo-iment, 4 June, 
1864, was brevetted brigadier-general of volunteeTs, 
22 Feb., 1865, received his full commission on 11) 
May, and was brevetted major-!!:eneral on 30 Mltrch. 
Gen. Wells commanded the 2cl brigade of the 3<1 
cavalry division in the Army of the Potomac, and 
for some time was tempomrily at the head of that 
division. After June, 1865, till he was mustered 
out, 15 Jan., 1866, he commanded the 1st separate 
brigade of the 2d army eorp~ itt Fairfax Court
Honse. His regiment took part in numerous bat
tles Itnd skirmishes, a.nd he was twice wounded. 
Gen. Wells was in the Vermont legislature in 
Hl65-'6, adjutant-general and inspector-general of 
the state in 1866-'72, collector of internal revenue 
in 1872-'85, and state senator in 1886-'7. 



- WELSH, Thomas, soldier, b. ill Columbia, Pa., 
5 May, 1824; d. in Cincinnati, Ohio, 14 Aug., 1863. 
IIe receiveu a common-school education, and en
gageu in the Inmber trade. Enlisting as a private 
for the Mexican WILl', he was wounded at Buena 
Vista, and promot.ed lieutenant for gallantry. At 
the beginning of the civil war he raised a COIll
pany, was mustered into the volunteer serviee as 
captain, and W,15 elected lieutenant-colonel of the 
2u Pennsylvania regiment, which sened in the 
Shenandoa.h valley until it was disbanded at the 
end of three months. He re-entered the service as 
colonel of the 45th Pennsylvania volunteers, and 
commandeu a brigade at South Mountain and An
tietam, as also at Fredericksburg, where he won 
promotion by his services on the right centre, being 
commissioned as brigadier-general of volunteers on 
13 March, 1863. He was transferred to the west 
with the 9th armv corps, and, after doing duty for 
some time in Kentucky, was sent to Vicksburg. 
After the fall of that place he n1lLrcheu wit.h Gen. 
William 'r. Sherman to Jackson, Miss., and con
traeted a mah,trial fever, from which he died while 
travelling homeward. 
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WESSELLS, Henry Walton, soldier, b. in 
Litchfield , Conn .. 20 Feb., 1809. He was gmdu
ated at the U. S. military academy in H!ll3, A.S
signed to the 2d infantry, nnd was in the war with 
the Seminole Indians in 1837-'40, being promoted 
1st lieutenant on 7 July, 1838. He sen'cd in the 
Mexican war, taking part in Scott's campaign, 
and was promoted captain, 16 Feb., 1847. At Con
treras, Capt. Wessells, thougb wounded, seized the 
regimental flag on the death of the color-sergeant. 
and led his men against the enemy. For gnllllnt 
conduct there and nt Churubusco he was brevetted 
major, and on his return from Mexico the state of 
Connecticut presented him with It jeweled sword 
"for distinguished services at Vera Cruz, Cerro 
Gordo, Contrpras, ami Churubusco." He served 
on the Pacific coast in 1849-'54, and on the north
western frontier in 1855-'61, being engaged in the 
Sioux expedition of 1855. He was promoted ma
jar, 6 June, 1861, and from 22 Aug. till 15 Feb.. 
1862, was colonel of the 8t.h Kansas volunteers, 
being engaged on the Missouri border. In Ma,rch, 
1862, he was transferred to the AI'm y of the Poto
mac, and on 25 April he was commissioned brig;t
dier-general of volunteers. After serving ill the 
peninsular campaign, being wounded at Fair Oa,ks, 
where he was brevetted lieutenant-colonel, and 
commanding t.he rear·guard from Haxall's to Hnr
rison's landing, 2-3 July, 1862, he engaged in the 
defence of Suffolk, Va .. , from 20 Sept. till 9 Dec., 
ami afterward took part in the operations in North 
CaTalina. He was at Kinston and Goldsboro', and 
in the clefence of New Berne,21 Dec., 1862, till 1 
May, 1863, and on 3 May wa.s placed in command 
of the sllb-district of the Albemarle. On 17 April, 
1864, the town of Plymouth, N. C., which Gen. 



Wessells held with a garrison of 1,600 men, was 
attacked by Gen. ltobert F. Hoke with about 7,000 
Confedemtes, assist.ed by the iron-r:lad ram " Albe
marle." After a fight of four clays, in which the 
enemy was driven bacJ< I'epeatetlly. ami one refusal 
t.o · capitulate, Gen. Wessells fina.lly surrendered, 
with 1,600 troops, 25 cannon, and 2,000 small-arms, 
besides mluahle stores. After the destl'llction of 
the" Albemarle" the town fell again into the 
hands 0 r the National troops. AHcr confinemen t 
at Richmond, Danville, Macon, anti Charleston, 
where he was placed under t.he fire of t.he NationnJ 
batteries on Morris island, Gen. Wessells was ex
changed on 3 Aug., anti from 11 Nov., 1864, till ill 
.Jan., 1863, was commissary of prisoners. He was 
promoted lieutenant-colonel, 16 Feb., 1865. and re
ceived the hreyet of colonel. 20 April, 1864. for 
"gallant and meritorious services during the rebel 
attack on Plymouth, N. C.," and that of brigadier
general, U. S. army, 13 March, 1865, for ser\'ices 
tluring the war. Gen. 'Wessells then served on the 
northwt'stel'll frontier till his retirement, 1 ,Tan., 
1871, sinee which time he has resided in his native 
pInce. He has two sons in the army, one of whom, 
HENRY WALTO"", a captain in the 3d cavalry, has 
attained note as an Indian fight er.-Gen. Wessells's 
brother, LEVERETT \VARD, who was colonel of the 
19th Connecticut regiment in 1tJ62 and a pl'ovo~t
marshal in 1863, has served as sheriff, and in 1879-'80 
w~~_<r~a~teE!na~tel'-gcneral of Conn~cticu.t.. 
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... . ..... ... 
Wessells, Henry W.'" [Born in Conn. Appointed from Conn.] 

Brevet 2nd Lieut. 2nd Infantry, 1 July, 1833. 2nd Lieut., 28 June, 1836. 1st 
Lieut., 7 July, 1838. Captain, 16 Feb., 1847. Brevet Major,20 Aug., 1847, for 
gallant and meritorious conduct in the Rattles of Contreras and Churubusco. 
:Major 6th Infantry, 6 June, 1861. Colonel 8th Kansas Vols., 29 Sept., 1861. 
Resigned Volunteer commission, 7 Feb.,1862. Brigadier Genl. Vols., 25 April, 
1862. Brevet Lieut. Colonel, 31 May, 1862, for gallant and meritorious service 
in the Battle of Fair Oaks, Va. Brevet Colonel, 20 April, 1864, for gallant and 
meritorious service during the rebel attack on Plymouth, N. O. Lieut. Colonel 
18th Infantry, 16 Feb., 1865. Brevet Briga.dier Genl., 13 March, 1865, for gallant 
aud meritorious service during the war. Mustered out of Volunteer service, 15 
Jan., 1866. Unassigned 15 March, 1869. Retired 1 Jan., 1871. 



WEST;-Joseph ]{odman, U. ' S. seml.tor, b. in 
New Ol'!eans, La., 19 Sept., 1822. He studied at 
the University of Pennsylvania, but was not gradn
t,ted, served in the war with Mexico as a captain of 
volunteers, and emigratcd in 1849 to California, 
where he engaged in com mercial pursuits. At the 
opening of the civil war he was propJ'ielor of the 
San Francisco" Prices Current." He entered the 
army as lieutenant-colonel of the 1st California in
fantry, saw service in New Mexico, and afterward 
in Arkansas and the southwest, was appointed 
brigadier-general of volunteers, 25 Oct., 1862, and 
became brevet major-general, 4 Jan., 1866, when he 
was mustcred out of the service. After the war he 
settled for a short time in Texas, and then re
mo\'ed to New Orleans, where he served as chief 
deputy U. S. marshal and auditor of the customs, 
and afterward as administra tor of improvements, 
till he was elected U. S. senator from Louisiana as 
a Republican, serving from 4 March, 1871, till 3 
March, 1877. Removing afterward to Washing
ton, D. C., he engaged in business, aud in 1882-'5 
was a commissioner of the District of Columbia. 



WHARTON, Gabriel Caldwell, soldier, b. in 
Springfield, Washing ton co., Ky., 13 June, 1839; d. 
in Louisv ille, Ky. , 22 Feb., 1887. He was the son of 
a farm er, and was ellucatrd at the public schools, 
the academy of his native town, and th e IlIw cle
part-ment of L ouis l"ille un iversity. In 18(J0, a t the 
age of twenty-one. he began the practice of law at 
Spl'ingfield with imm ediate ~u cc-ess. The next 
year, a t the opening of the ci viI war. he enl isted III 

the 10th KentlIcky infantry in the U. S. "olunteer 
army. and in Novembel' was commissioned major 
of that regiment. With th e regim ent, Major 
Wharton shared in the engagements Ilntl marches 
of the Army of the Cumbl" rland, and in March, 
1863, was promoted to be lieutenant-colon el. He 
com OlandI'd and bore a, gall ant purt in the battl es 
of Chicka mauga and Missionary Wdge and the 
engagements of the Atlanta campaign in 1864, 
IInt,iI, a t the expirntion of his Un'ee years' service. 
he wils mustered out.. He then resulIled his law
practice a t L ouisville, lmd in 1866 wa s appointed 
nssistant U. S. attorn ey for the district of Km
tucky. On the appointinent of Benjamin I-I. Bris
tawas secretary of the treasury, CoJ. Whnrton 
succeeded to t.he distri et. attorneyship, holding tlmt 
office f OI' ten years. 1n 1880 he opened an office 
in Wa~hillgto n, a nd, after two years' practice there, 
spent some time in Mexico in the interest of a rail
road company. Returnin g, aft.er a year's absence, 
be resided in New York city, wh ere he so Oil had a 
lucrative practice. He wus on a vi~ it to Louisville 
when he died while alone in his room fl. t a hotel. 


