
TOWER, Zealous Bates, soldier, b. in Cobasset, 
Mass., 12 Jan., 1819. He was graduated at the U. S.• 
military academy in 1841, first. in a class of fifty
two, among whom were Horatio G. Wright, Thomas 
J. Rodman, Nathaniel Lyon, amI Don Carlos Buell. 
He was promoted 2d lieutenant in the corps of 
engineers,l July, 1841, assigned to dut.y as as
sistant to the board of engineers, and in 1842 
as principal assistant professor of engineering 
at West Point. During the yp.al'S 1843-'6 he was 
engaged on tbe defences of Hampton Roads. He 
served witb great credit in the war with Mexico in 
1846-'8, especially at Cerro Gordo, Contreras (where 
he led the storming column), Chapultepec (where 
he was wounded), and in the final assault and cap
ture of the city of Mexico. He became. 1st lieu
tena.nt in April, 1847, and capta in, 1 July, 1855. 
During 1848-'61 he was engaged upon river and 
barbor improvements, on the building of the San 
Francisco custom-house, and on the board to pro
ject the defences of the Pacific coast. He was pro
moted major of enll'ineers, 6 A Itg., 1861, and as
signed as chief engmeer of the defence of Fort 
Pickens. For his conduct there he was appointed 
a brigadier-general of volunteers, 23 Nov., 1861, 
the date of the bomba-rdment. He participated, 
in co mmand of troops, in the operations in north
ern Virginia. under Gen. Nathaniel P. Banks and 
Gen. John Pope, unt·il the second battle of Bull 
Run, 30 Aug., 1862, where he was severely wound
ed. Upon his recovery be served as superintend
ent of the U. S. military academy at West Point 
from July till September, 1864, when he rejoineu 
the armies in the field as chief engineer of the de
fences of Nashville, took part ill the battle, and 
held responsible staff offices in the military divis
ions of the Mississippi and Tennessee until the 
close of the war. He was promoted lieutenant
colonel of engineers in 1865, and mustered out of 
volunteer service, 15 Jan., 1866. Thereafter Gen. 
Tower was employed in the supervision of the work 
of improving: the great harbors, both for commer
cial and mllita.ry purposes, until 13 Jan., 1874, 
when he was promoted colonel of engineers, and, 
having served more than forty years, was, at his 
own request, retired from active service. He re
ceived eight brevets for "ga.llant and meritorious 
service" in war-from 1st lieutenant, 18 April, 
1847, for Cerro Gordo, to major-generl1l, U. S. army, 
13 March, 1865. Gen. Towel' is one of the original 

. members of the Aztec club, founded in the city of 
Mexico, 13 Oct.., 1847, by the officers of Gen. Scott's 
army. He is the author of "An Anl1lytical Investiga
tion of the Possible Velocity of the Ice-Boat," pub
lished in " Van Nostrand's En ineel'ing- Mil azine." 
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'Tower, Zealous B.* [Born in Mass. Appointed ii'om Mass.] 
~n(l Lieut. Engineers, 1 July, 1841. Brevet 1st Lieut., 18 April, 1847, for gallant 

Rnd meritorious conduct in the Battle of Cerro Gordo. 1st Lieut. Engineers, 24 
April,1847. Brevet Captain, 20 Aug., 1847, for ~allant and meritorious service 
in the Battles of Contreras and Churubusco. Brevet Major, 13 Sept., 1847, :fi)r 
r{aHant and laeritorious service in the Battle of Chapultepec. Captain Engineers, 
1 .July, 1855. Major, 6 Aug., 1861. Brevet Lieut. Colonel, 22 Nov., 1861, for 
gallant and meritorious service during the defence of Fort Pickens, Florida. 
Brigadier Gen!. Vols., 23 Nov., 1861. Brevet Colonel, 9 Aug., 1862, for gallant 
,,1Id.-meritorious service in the Battle of Cedar Mountain,'Va. Brevet Brigadier 
Gen!., 13 March, 1865, for gallant and meritorious service in the Battle of Grove
to!.!, Va. Brevet Major Genl., 13 March, 1865, for gallant and meritorious service 
in the field during the war. Brevet Major Genl. Vols., 12 June, 1865, for gal
iant, and meritorious service during the war. Lieut. Colonel Engineers, 11 Nov., 
i365. Mustered out of Volunteer service, 1~ .Jan., 1866. Colonel Engineers, 13 
Jan., 1874. 



TOWNSEND, Edward Davis, soldier: b. in 
BOoton, Mass., 22 Aug., 1817. Ris paternal grand
father, David wu.s a surgeon in the Massac:husetts 
line d tHing the Revolution, amI his maternal grand
father was Elbridge Gerry. His fat.ber, David S. 
Townsend, was an offieer of the U. S. army and lost 
a leg at the battle of Chrysler's Field in the wr.r 
of 1812. Edward was educated at Boston Latin
school and at Hl1rvard, and WI1S graduated at the 
U. S. military academy in 1837. He became 2d 
lieutenlln t. in the 2d artille ry, 1 July, 1837, was 
adjutant in 1838-'46, promoted 1st lieutenant in 
1838, assist&n t adjutant-general with brevet rank 
of captain in 1846, captain in 1848, brevet major 
in 1852, lieutenant-colonel. 7 March, 1861, colonel, 
3 Aug., 1861, ann adj utant-general with rank of 
brigudier-gpneral,22 Feb., 1869. He served dur
ing the Florida war in 18137-'8, on the northern 
frontiC'r during the Canada border disturbances in 
'1838-'41, and thenceforwl1rd in the office of the 
adjutant-general of the army and as chief of staff 
to Lieut.-Gen. Scott in 1861. He was hrevetted 
brigadier - general, U. S. army, 24 Sept., 1864, " for 
meritorious and faithful service during the rebel
lion," and major-general, 13 March, 186.'i, for "faith
ful, merit.orious, and distinguished services in the 
adjutant-genernl's department duriug the rebel
lion ." He was retired from active service, 15 June, 



1880. During the entire civil war Gen. Townsenu 
was the principal executive officer of the war de
partment, a.ml was perhaps brought into more inti
mate personal contact with President Lincoln and 
Sec. Stanton than any other military official. As 
aujutant- general of the army he originated the 
plan of a U. S. military prison, urged legislation 
on the subjeet, and established the prison at Fort 
Leavenworth, Kan. Gen. Townsend is a member 
of the Society of the Cincinnati. He is the author 
of "Catechism of the Bible-The Pentateuch" 
(New York. 18(9); "Ce,techismof the I3ible-Judges 
and Kings" (1862); and "Anecdotes of the Civil 
'Na,r in the United States" (1884). 



TOWNSEND, Frederick, sold ier, b. in Albany, 
X. Y. , 21 Sept., 1825. He wa s graduated at Union 
college in 1844, and admitted to the bar. Having 
a leaning toward military matters, be became ad
jutant-genera.l of the state in 1856. He found the 
mili ti,t in a most disordered condition and ad
dressed himself to the task of making it what it 
ought to be. He prepared an annllal repor t from 
this depa.rtment for the first time, and he was re
appointed by the next governor of the state. '1'0 
his efficien cy is due the fact that the state of New 
York sent so many troops to the field in the ch' il 
war. He declined a reappointment as adju tant
general in 1861 , and organized a regiment, being 
commissioned colonel. He took pa.rt in the battl e 
of Big Bethel, but soon a fterward he was com
missioned a major in the regul ar army ami re
signed his colonelcy. As major his duties led him 
to organize troops in Columbus, Ohio. Afterwl1rd 
he part ir ipated in the battles of Pea Ridge, St,one 
River, and other engagements at the west. In 1803 
he was detailed as assistant provost-mal'shal-gen
eral in Albany, which position he filled for severn I 
yenrs. In 1867 he ,vas ordered to California allll 
made a thorough inspection of all the military 
posts in Arizona. In 18G8 he resigned from the 
a rmy, I1nd he has resided in Albany sinee t1l11t 
t ime. In 1878 h~was appointed a briga.dier-gen
eral in the state militia" nnd he afterward Lecame 
adjuta.nt-general of the state under Goy. Alonzo 
B. Cornell. In this post he again addressed him
self to the eondition of the citizen soldicrs ll.l1d in
creased their numbers to 12,000 effectiye mcn. IIe 
successfully urged the adoption of a state service 
uniform and a state military camp.-His brother, 



TREl'IAIN, Henry Edwin, soldier, b. in New 
York city, 14 Nov., 1840. He was graduated at 
the College of the" city of New York in 1860 and 
then entered Columbia law-school. On 17 April, 
1861, he enlisted in the 7th New York regiment as 
a private, and served through its two months' 
campaign about Washington, after which, on 13 
July, he entered the NatIOnal volunteer service as 
1st lieutenant of the 2d New York fire zouaves. 
During the peninsular campaign he was on Gen. 
Daniel E. Sickles's staff, and was in the battles of 
Williamsburg, Fair Oaks. and l\Ialvern Hill. He 
was then transferred to Gen. John Pope's army, 
and engaged at Bristow St~,tion and the second 
battle of null Run, where he was captured while 
endeavoring to check a temporary panic and the 
rapid ad\-ance of the enemy. After se\'eral months' 
confinement in Libby pnson he was exchanged, 
regumed duty on Gen. Sickles's staff as assistnnt 
inspect.or-general, and was present at Fredericks
burg and Chancellorsville, where he served as an 
aide to Gcn. Joseph Hooker. Meanwhile, on 25 
April, 1863, he had been commissioned major, anrl 
was ch ief staff officer to Gen. Sickles at the battle 
of Gettysburg. He was on Gen. Daniel Butt!:'r
field's staff at Chattanooga, and took part in the 
battles of Dalton Itnd Resaca. In 1864 he was or
dered to the A rmy of the Potomac and served suc
cessivelyon the staffs of Gen. David lVI. Gregg and 
Gen. ,George Crook, participating in the cavalry 
bat.tles under these officers, until the surrender of 
the Army of Northern Virginia. He was brevetted 
brigadier-general of volunteers on 30 Nov., 1865, 
and continued on duty in the Carolinas until his 
dischltrge on 29 April; 18G6. Gen. Tremain then 
resumed his law studies and witS gradllat!:'d in 1867, 
a:fter which he entered into practice, forming in 
1868 the firm of Tremain and Tyler. From 1870 
·till 1885 he was usually retained either by or 
against the government in its legal controversies 
in New York, anJ he was connected with the Marie
Garrison litigation involving the title to the Mis
souri Pacific railroad. He has been active as a 
Republican in political canvasses, and for five terms. 
beginning in 1871. he has been prcsident of the 
associate alumni of the College of the city of New 
York. On 19 April, 1887, he was elected colonel of 
the veterans of the 7th regiment., the ohlest organi
zation of its kind in this country. His campaign 
notes of "Last Hours of Sheridan's Cavalry" 
werc edited b John Watts de Peyster (1885). 



1873, to B March, 18i5,-His son, Lyman, soldier, 
b. in Durham, Greene co., N. Y., in .Julle, 1848; d. 
neal' Petersburg, Va., 6 Feb., 1865, ontered Hoba.rt. 
in 1860, but abanuoned his studies in 1862, and 
entered the National army. He was appointed ad
jutant of the 7th New York he:1YY artillery. served 
In t.he defences of Washington, and was afterward 
made assistant adjutant-general, with the rank of 
captain, on the sta.ff, in Kilpatrick's di vision of the 
Army of the Potomac. In December, 1864, he 
was commissioned lieutenant-colonel of the 10tr 
New York cavalry. He commanded this regiment 
at the battle of Hatcher's run, where he received 
the wound of which he died. 



-His nephew, billie Ri{lgcway, soluier, b. in 
Culpeper county, Va .. 15 May, 1802; d. in Balti
more, Md.. 2 Jan., 1888, was the son of J ohn Trim
ble, who remo\'ed t.o Kentucky in H305 lind settlell 
on the military r('servation at Fort Stirling. His 
uncle Davit! procured him the appointment of 
cadet at the U. S. military acauemy, where he en
tered in 1818, making the entire jo'urney on horse
back, and generally by night, to a\'oid being nt
tackell by Indians. He was graduated in 1822, 



and detailed to survey the military road from 
Washiugton to Ohio river. He also served at Bos
ton and New York. He resigned in 1832, and 
pursued the profession of civil engineering. In 
1834 he became chief engineer of the Baltimore 
and Susquehanna railroad, which he. c?mpleted t~ 
York Pa. in 1837. He was also cillef engllleer of 
the Philadelphia, \Vilmington, and Baltimore rail
road and of the Boston and Providence railroad. 

, He was engaged in 
large railroad oper
ations in the We~t 
Indies when the 
civil war began in 
1861, and was on 
the poin t of set
ting out from Cuba 
when he was as
signed to the com
mand of the non
uniformed volnn
teers that were or
ganized to defend 
Baltimore frolll 
northern troops. 
He entered the mili

_;;7 /"? /JI. £fl~ tary service of the c.r: (7 C ~ state of Virginia in 
May, 1861. as colo

nel of engineers, and \\'as ordered by Gen. Robel't 
E. Lee to take charge of the construction of the 
field-works and forts for the defence of. Norfolk. 
Upon their completion he was promoted brigadier, 
and ordered to report to Gen. J oseph E. Johnston 
at Centreville, who directed him to locate and con
struct batteries at Evansport 011 Potomac I'i vel', so 
as to close that river against U. S. vessels. With 
them he effectually blockaded the river during the 
winter of 1861-'2. In November, 1861, he was as
signed to the comma.ncl of the 7th brigade of 
Ewell's division, ami when Gen. Ewell was ordered 
to report to Gen. Thomas J. Jackson in May, 1862, 
Trimble took an active part in the campaign that 
ensued against Gen. Nathaniel P. Banks, Gen. John 
C. Fremont, and Gen. James Shields. He selected 
the Confcuerate position for the battle of Cross 
Keys, 8 June, 1862, with the consent of Gen. Ewell, 
w.ho ~ives him credit for it in ~is repOl:t. He led 
IllS bl'lgade at the battle of Games's :M Ills and the 
.subsequent seven days' battles. At the battle of 
Slaughter's Mo untain. 12 Aug., 1862, between the 
.nrmies of Gen. J ohn Pope and Gen. Jackson, he 
dill good service, iLnd on the night of 27 Aug., 
1862, wi th the 21st North Carolina and 21st Geor
.gia regiments, he captured Manassas Junction, 
w.lth supplies of subsistencc, clothing, and ltmmu
l1ltlOn. For this Gen. JiLckson recommended his 
prolllotion to be major-general. When Jackson 
was promoted to command a corps he selected Gen. 
Trimble to succeed him in comma.nd of his division. 
Trimble was wounded at the second battle of Bull 
Run, 28 Aug., 1862, was appointed major-general 
on 23 April, 1863, cOlllmanded a division of the 2d 
COlI'S at Cha.ncellorsville, and in June, 1863, Gen. 
Lee offered him the command of the valley district 
t<? f?rm the left wing of the Army of Northern Vir
gmla. He was in Gen. George E. Pickett's charge 
on the third day of the battle of Gettysburg, where 
he w~s wounded and captured, and lost a leg. He 
remallled in prison at Johnson's island twenty-one 
m<?nths, and was exchanged in April, 1865. Hast
enmg t.o rejoin Gen. Lee, on reaching Lynchburg 
he found that Lee had surrendered the day before 
at Appomattox. fie then returned to Baltimore, 
where he remained until his death. 
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TURNER, John Wesley, soldier, b. in Saratoga 
county, N. Y., 19 .July, 1833. He was gradnated at 
the U. S. military academy in 1855, and assigned to 
the 1st artillery. He took part with his battery in 
the war against the Seminoles in 1857-'8, and served 
in garrisons till 1861, when he was prumoted 1st 
lieutenant, and then captain and commissary of 
subsistence. in which capacity and in .command of 
a breaching battery in the reduction of Fort Pu
laski he rendered valuable service. He wa.s ap
pointed colonel and chief of staff of the Depart
ment of the South, was active in the operations 
against Fort Wagner and Fort Sumter, (lnd in Sep
tember, 1863, was appointed brigadier-general of 
volunteers. Gen. Turner assnmed command of a 
division of the 10th corps, Army of the James, par
ticipating in the campaigns in front uf Richmond 
till August. 1864. Subsequently he served as chief 
of staff in the Depa.rtment of North Carolina and 
Virginia. till 1\1arch, 1865, when. in command of 
an illdepen<1ent division of the 24th corps, he was 
present in the closing incidents of the war, termi
nating in the surrender at Appomattox. He was 
brevetted major "for gall an t ami meritorious 
services" at lcort Wagner, lieutenant-colonel for 
similar services" in action at the explo~ion of the 
Petersourg lIline," colonel for the capture of Fort 
Gregg, major-general of volunteers "for gallant 
and meritorious service on several occasions before 
the enemy," H,nu brigauier-general and major-gen
eral, U. S. arllly, for services" in the field during 
the rebellion." Gen. Turner was mustered out of 
the volunteer service in September, 1866, was depot 
commissary at St. Louis till 1871, and on duty in 
the Indian Department till 4 Sept. of that year, 
when he resignetl from the army. Since that time 
h.e has been engaged as a civil engineer, and since 
1877 hc has been a street commissioner and mem
ber of the board of public works of St. Louis, 1\10. 



Turner, John W.* [Born in N. Y. Appointed from Ill.] 
Brevet 2nd Lieut.3rd Artillery,l July, 1855. 2nd Lieut. 1st Artillery, 18 Nov., 

1855. 1st Lieut., 21 April, 1861.. Captain Commissary Subsistence, 3 Aug., 
1861. Resigned 4 Sept.,1871. Brevet Rank:-Brcvet Major, 6 Sept., 1863, for 
gallant and meritorious service at the Siege of Fort Wagner, S. C. Brevet Lieut. 
Colonel, 30 July, 1864, for gallant and meritorious service in the action whick 
followed the explosion of the Petersburg Mine, Va. Brevet Colonel, 13 1IIarch, 
1865, for gallant and meritorious service at the capture of Fort Gregg, Va. 
Brevet Brigadier Genl., 13 March, 1865, for gallant and meritorious service dur
ing the war. Brevet Major Genl., 13 March, 1865, for gallant and meritorious 
service in the field during the war. 



TUTTLE, James Madison, soldier, b, in Sum
merfield, Monroe co" Ohio, 24 Sept, 1823, He was 
brought up on a farm in Iowa, afterward engaged 
in trade in Vitn Buren county in the same state, 
was elected its sheriff in 1855, and in 1859 recorder 
and treasurer. At the opening of the civil war he 
joined the 2d IOWl1, regiment as a c!>ptain, and be
came successively lieutenant-colonel and col one!. 
He served with credit at Fort Donelson. and at 
Shiloh commanded a brigade until Gen. William 
H. L. Wallace was mortally wounded, after which. 
he led the 2d division. For his services in these 
battles he was promoted brigadier-general, 9 June, 
1862. He afterward commanded at Cairo, II!., and 
resigned. 14 June, 1864. 



TYLER, Ro'bert Ogden, soldier, b. ill Greene 
county, N. Y., 22 Dec., 1831; d. in Bmton, Mnss., 
1 Dec., 1874: When he was seven yea.l's old his 
parents took him to Hurtford, Conn. , and he wus 
appointed from that state to the U. S. militury 
academy, where he was gmduated in 1853. He 
was assigned to tbe 3d artillery, and sen'ed on 
frontier duty till the civil war, being enO'aged 
againtit hostile Indians in the Spokane expedition 
of 1858. In April, 1861, he was on the expedition 
to relieve Fort SUlllter, and witnessed it.s bombard
ment and on 17 May, [tHer opening communica
tion t.hrough Baltimore in command of a light 
battery, after th e a.ttack on the 6th MnssHchusetts 
regilllent, he ' wus made assistant quartermaster 
with rank of captA.in. and seITed in t,he defences 
Of Washington. On 29 Aug., a,t the specinll'l'quest 
of the Connecti~ut authorities, he WIlS all owed by 
the war depart.ment to undertake the reorganiza
tion of the 4th Connecticut regiment, which hud 
become demomlized, and was commissioned its 
colonel. Under Col. Tyler the regiment became 
one of the best. in the finny, find in Janua.ry, 1862, 
it was made the 2d Connecticnt heavy artillery. 
With it he took part in the peninsular campaign, 
and on 29 Nov., 18(j2, he was m,lde brigadier-general 
of volunteers. At FrederickslJllrg he had charge 
of the artillery of the centre gmnd division snll. 
was . brevetted mlljor for galla.ntry, Hncl on 2 j\l ay, 
1863, he was given command of the urtillery reserve 
of the Army of the P otomac. In this cll.pacity he 
did efficient service at Chancellor8ville, fit Gettys
burg, where two horses were shot under him. a'nd 
in the Rapidan campaign. He wus subsequently 
a division commander in the 22d corps, covering 
Washington , and in May, 1864. was assigned a di
vision of heavy artillery that a.cted a.s infantry. 
On 19 May, while on the extreme right in the ac
t.ions ahout Spott,sylvania, he dro\'e bnck nn attack 
of Ewell's corps, and WIIS publicly thanked, with 

I his men, by Gen. Mea,de for" gulhmt conduct anti 
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brilliant success." At Cold Harbor he led a brigade 

of picked regiments and received a severe wonnd 

in the ankl e which lamed him fo r life and peI'ma

nently shattered his consti t ution. He saw no more
 
active ser vice. At t he close of the war he had 

received the brevets of lieutenant-colonel for Get

tysburg, colo

lIel for Spott

sylvania, major

genera,] of vol un

t('e rs and briga

dier-geneml, U. 

S. army, for 
ColdBarbor, and 
major - general , 
U. S. army, for 
services t,hrollgh
out the war. The 
Connecticut leg
islature thanked 
him in a resolu
tion. and the oi ti. 
zeus of Hart ford 
presen ted him 
with a sword. 
Afte r the war 
Gen.Tylcr served 
as chief in the 

qna,rtermaster's department successively at Cha,rles
ton, Louisville. San Francisco. New Yo rk oity, and 
Boston. with the mnk of lieutenant-colonel. 





Tyler, Robt. 0.* [Born in N. Y. Appointed from Conn.] 
Brevet 2nd Lieut. 2nd Artillery, 1 July, 1853. 2nd Lieut. 3rd Artillery, 24 Dec., 1853. 

1st Lieut., 1 Sept., 1856. Captain Asst. Quartermaster, 17 May,. 1861. Lieut. 
Colonel Deputy Quartermaster Genl., 29 July, 1866. Died 1 Dec., 1874. Brevet 
Rank:-13rcvet Major, 13 Dec., 1862, for gallant and meritorious service at the 
Battle of Fredericksburg, Va. Brevet Lieut. Colonel, 2 July, 1863, for gallant 
and meritorious service at the Battle of Gettysburg. Brevet Colonel, 17 May, 
1864, for gallant and meritorious servi<?e at the Battle of Spottsylvimia, Va. Bre
vet Brigadier Genl., 13 March, 1865, for gallant and meritorious service at the 
Battle of Cold Harbor, Va. Brevet Major Genl., 13 March, 1865, for gallant and 
meritorious service in the field during the war. 



TYNDALE, Hector, soldier, b. in Philadelphia, 
24 March. 1821; d. there, 19 March, 1880. HIs fa
ther was a merchant engaged in the importation of 
china and glassware, and young Tyndale succeeded 
to the business in 1845, in partnership with his 
brother-in-law, Edward P.lI1itchell. He made sev
eral tours of Europe, inspecting closely all t.he 
chief factories, and becoming practically familiar 
wit.h the whole art of pottery. His natural taste, 
thus cultivated. made him a most expert con
noisseur, and led to his ~election in 1876 as one of 
the judl;l'es of that section of the Centcnnial exhi
bition, 111 which capacity he wrote the elaborate 
report on pottery. His pri vate collection was one 
of the most complete in the country. He first be
came interested in politics in 1856 as a Free-soiler, 
and was a member of the first Republican commit
tce in Philadelphia. He was not an AboliLionist, 
and had neither knowledge of nor sympathy with 
John Brown's raid, but when Mrs. Brown came to 
Philadelphia on her way t.o pay her last visit to her 
husband and bring back his body after his execu
tion, she was without escort and was believed to be 
in personal dangel·. An appeal was made to Tyn
dale, who at once accepted the risks and dangers 
of escortinO' her. In the course of this self-im
posed dnty he was subjected to insults and t.hreats, 
and on the morning of the execution was shot at 
by an unscen assassin. It had been t.hreartened in 
the more violent newspapers of the south that 
John Brown's body should not be restored to his 
friends, but ignominiously treated, and a" nigger's" 
body substituted for his friends. When the coffin 
was delivered to Tyndale by t.he authorities, he 
refused to receive it until it was opened and the 
body was identified. He was in EllI'ope when he 
heard the news of the firing on Fort Sumter, and 
at once returued home and offered his services to 

the government.. 
He was commis
sioned major of 
the 28th Pennsvl
vaniaregiment'in 
June, 1861,nnd in ' 
August was put 
in command of 
Sandy Hook, op
posite Harper's 
Ferry. The regi
mcnt fought in 
twenty-fom bat
tles mid nineteen 
smaller engage
ments, in all of 
which Tyndale 
took part, except 
when he was dis

a~ 	abled by wounds. 
He was promoted 
to lieutenant-col

onel in April, 1862, and serve.d in Gen. Nathaniel 
P. Banl,s's corps in the Shenandoah valley, under 
Gen. John Pope at Chantilly and the second battle 
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I of Bull Run, p~nd later in Gen. Joseph K. F. Mans
field 's corpg. At Antietnm. as the senior officer, he 
commanded a· brigad e ill Gen. George S. Greene's 
division of the 12th corps, holding the ground in 
front of the Dunker church against three separate 
agsaults of the enem y, in which the brigade cap
tured seven battle-flags and four guns. Early in 
the day he received a wound in the hip, but he 
kept the field nnW the aftemoon, when he was 
stm ck in the head by a musket-ball and carried 
off the field. For" conspicuous gallantry, self
possession, and good judg ment at Antietam" he 
was promoted to brigadier-general of volun teers, 
29 Nov., 1862. After slow and partial recovery 
from his wounds he a pplied for active duty, and in 
May, 1863, was assigned to a brigade undcr Gen. 
Erasmus D. Keyes near Yorktown. Hnd served with 
the Army of the Potomac until September, when 
he wus sent with Gen. J oseph Hooker to the relief 
of Chattanooga. In the battle of Wauhatchic he 
carried by a bayonet charge a hill (subsequently 
known as Tyndale's hill), thus turning t.he flank of 
the enemy and relieving Gen. John W. Geary's di
vision from an assault by superior numbers. He 
aJso participated in the series of bat tlcs around 
Chat tanooga, and in the march to the relief of 
Knoxville. He was sent home on sick· leave in 
May, 1864, and, find ing his disabil ity likely to be 
lasting, he resig ned in August. In March, 1865, he 
was brevetted major·geneml of volun tpers for gal
lant a.nd meritorious services during the war. In 
1868 he was the R epublican nominee fo r mayor of 
Philadelphia, and was defeated by 68 votes in a 
poll of more thnn 120,000. In 1872 his kinsman, 
Prof. John Tyndall. of London, delivered a series 
of lectures in th is country, and resolving t.o devote 
the proceeds to the estl1blishmel)t of a fund" for 
the pwmotion of science in the United States by 
the support in E uropean universities or elsewhere 
of American pup ils who may evince decided talents 
in physics," he appointed Gen. 'l'yndale wi th Prof. 
J oseph Henry a.Dd Dr. Edward L. Youmans t rus
tees. Prof. Tyndall in 1885 changed the trust and 
established three scholarships, in Hnrvard, Colum
bia, and the University of Pennsylvania. The la;:t,
named institu tion called its sha.re the Hector Tyn
dale scholarshi in hysics. 





ULLMANN, Daniel, soldier, b.i~Ow;\m-i~g~ 
t.on, Del., 28 April, 1810. He was graduated at 
Yale in 1829, studied law, was admitted to the bar, 
and practised in New York, where he was master 
ill chancery from 1839 till 1844. In 1854 he was 
the ca.nclidate of the American or Know-Nothing 
party for governor of New York, and received a 
very large vote. In 1861 he raised the 78th New 
York volunteers, in whiuh he served as colonel. 
WIIS captured in August, 1862, and confined in 
Libby prison until October of that year, when he 
was released on parole. He was promoted briga
dier-geneml on 13 Jan., 1863, and ordered to ap
point a cadre of officers and to go to Louisiana to 
mise five regiments of colored troops, afterward 
increased to a corps. This was the first order is
slied by the U. S. government for the raising of 
colored troops. He was brevetted major-geneml of 
U. S. volunteers on 13 March, 1865, was mustered 
ant, 24 Aug., 1865, and \VtlS made major-general in 
November, 1865. Gen. Ullmann received the de

ree of LL. D. from Madison nniversity in 1861. 



UNDERWOOD, Adin Ballou, soldier, b. in 
Milford, Mftss., 19 May, 1828; d. in Boston, Mass., 
14 Jan., 1888. His ancestors came to Hingham be
fore 1637 .md afterward settled in Watertown. 
His father, Orison, wns a brigadier-general of mili
tin. After graduation at Brown in 1849 the son 
studied law at, Harvard, was admitted to the bar 
in 1853, and settled in Boston in 185.5. At the be
ginning of the civil war he wa-s active in raising 
recruits, and he was appointed captain in the 2d 
Massachusetts infantry in April, 1861. He became 
major in the S3d regiment in July, 1862, lieuten
ant-colonel and colonel in the same year, partici
pated in the battles of Fredericksburg. Chancel
lorsville, and Gettysburg, and served ulluer Gen. 
Joseph Hooker nt Lookout Mountain, but. being 
dangerously wounded, was disabled from further 
field duty. He was appointeu brigadier-general 
of volunteers on 13 Jan., 18G3, received the brevet 
of major-general of volunteers on 13 Aug., 18GB, 
and WI1S mustereu out on 10 July, 18GG. For near
ly twenty years he was surveyor of the port of 
Boston. Gen. Underwood published" Three Years' 
Service of the 'l'wenty-third Massachusetts Infant
r "(Boston, 1881). 



· UP'rON, Emor)', soldier, b. in Batavia, Gene
see co., N. Y., 27 Aug., 1839; d. in San Francisco, 
Cal., 14 March, 1881. He was educated at Oberlin 
college and at the U. S. militnry academy, where 
he was graduated in May, 1861, eighth in a class of 
forty-five, and made 2d lieutenant in the 4th artil
lery. On 14 1\1ay he became 1st lieutenant in the 
5th artillery. During the first yea,r of the civil war 
he was assigned to duty in the defences of Wash
ington. and was present at Bull Run, where he was 
wounded. He commanded his battery during the 
early part of 1862 in the Virginia peninsular cam
paign, including all actions to Glendale, and sub
sequently a regiment and brigade of artillery in 
the MHryl>tnd cam~aign. He was apPo,inted colo
nel of the 121st New York volunteers m October, 
1862, and was conspicuously engaged at the head 
of a brigade of the 6th corps, Army of the Poto
mac, until the close of 1863. He received the brevet 
of major on 8 Nov., 1863, for ga,llant service at the 
ba.ttle of Rllppa,hannock Station, Va. During the 
Wilderness campaign of 1864 he bote au active 
part, especially at Spottsylva,nia,. where he won the 
brevet of lieutena.nt-colonel, U. S. A., 10 May, 1864, 
anu was wounded while leading the assaulting 



')olumn of twelve regiments of his corps. For this 
he was a.ppointed on the spot a brigadier-geneml 
of volunteers, 12 May, 1864. He was present dm
ing the siege of Petersburg, in the defence of the 

capital in J Illy, 
1tlti4, !md in the 
Shenandoah cam
paign, where, while 
commanding a di
vision )f infantry 
at the battle of the 
Opequan, he was 
severely wounded. 
On 19'Sept., 1864, 
he was brevetted 
colonel, U. S.A., for 
gltllallt and meri
torious services at 
Winchester, Va., 19 
Oct., 1864. a.nd also 
recei ved the brev('t 

{/}/L of major - general t~ of voluntecrs. He 
was in command 
of the 4th cavalry 

division under Gen. James H. Wilson during the 
closing operations in Alrtbama and Georgia. He 
becrtme captain in the 5th regiment of artillery 
on 22 Feb., 1865, was brevetteJ brigadier-general, 
U. S. army, on 13 March, 1865, for gallant service 
at Selma, Ala., and also received the brevet of 
major-geneml, U. S. army, for services in the field 
during the civil war. He was in commallli of the 
1st cavalry division in the District of East Tennes
see in July and August, 1865, and of the District 
of Colorado from 22 Aug., 1'365, till 30 April, 1866, 
when he was mustered alit of the volunteer service. 
In the reorganization he became lieutenant·colonel, 
25th infantry, 28 July, 1866. He had employment 
in the intervals of active service in preparing an 
original system of tactics for the usc of the mili
tary forces of the goyernment., and in 1867 his sys
tl'm for infantry was adopted. He was comman
dant of cadets at the U. S. military academy in 
1870-':3, and member of a" hoard to assimilate the 
tactics" in 1873, when his system, modified for nr
tillery and cavalry, was also accepted. Gen. Upton 
was sent on a tour of inspection of the armies of 
Europe and Asia ill 1875-'7, and on his return was 
assigned to the artiller.v-school at Fort Monroe, 
and wrote his official report, which was published 
by the government in 1878. He became colonel of 
the 4th artillery in 1880, and soon afterward joined 
his regiment ilt the Presidio, San Francisco, Cal. 
His mind became affected, [tnd he committed sui
cide. In his last days he was engaged in tactical 
studies and in writing a work on "The Military 
Policy of the United State.s," which is being pre
pared for publication by Gen. James H. Wilson. 
He published" A New System of Infantry Tact.ics" 
(New York, 1867; 2d ed., 1874); "Tactics for Non
Military Bodies" (1870); and" The Armies of Asia 
and Europe" (1878). See" Life and Letters of 
Major-General Emory Upton," by Peter S. Michie 
(~e\V York 1885. 





Upton, Emory.* [Born in N. Y. Appointed f~om N. Y.] 
2nd Lieut. 4tll Artillery, 6 May, 1861. 1st Lieut. 5th Artillery, 14 May, 1861. 

Colonel 121st N. Y. Vo1s., 23 Oct., 1862. Brevet Major, 8 Nov., 1863, for gallant 
and meritorious service in the Battle of Rappahannock Station, Va. Brevet 
Lieut. Colonel, 10 May, 1864, for gaUant and meritorious serVice in the Battle of 
Spottsylvania, Va. Brigadier GenL Vols., 12 May, 1864, for gallant and dis
tingu ished service in the eight days Battles ill the Old Wilderness and at Spott
sylvania C. H., Va. Brevet Colonel, 19 Sept., 1864, for gallant and meritorious 
service in the Battle of Winchester, Va. Brevet Major Genl. Vo1s., 19 Oct., 1864, 
for gallant anel meritorious service in the Battle ofvVinchester, Va. Captain 5th 
Artillery, 22 Feb., 1865. Brevet Brigadier Gen1., 13 March, 1865, for gallant and 
meritorious service in the Battle and capture of Selma, Ala. Brevet Major Gen1., 
13 March, 1865, for gallant and meritorious service in the field eluring the \var. 
Mustcred out of Volunteer service, 30 April, 1866. Lieut. Colonel 25th Infimtry, 
28 July, 1866. Transferred to 18th Infantry, 15 March, 1869. Unassi"'ned 1 
July, 1 tl70. Assigned to 1st Artillery, 15 Dec., 1870. Transferred to 4th Artil
lery, 16 March, 1877. Colonel 4th Artillery, 1 July, 1880. 



VAN BUREN~ James Lyman, soldier, b. in 
Dunkirk, N. Y., 21 June, 1887; d. in New York 
city, 13 April, 1866. He was graduated at the 
New York free academy in 1856, studied law, and 
travelled in Europe, returning shortly before tbe 
beginning of the civil war. He entered the Na
tional army as a lieutenant of New York volun
teers, was detailed to learn the signal code, and 
acted as signal officer on Gen. J ohn G. Foster's 
st.atl' at Roanoke island and at New Berne. After 
the taking of New Berne he served as judge
ad "ocate of the department on the staff of Gen. 
Ambrose E. Burnside. and subsequently as military 
secretary to Gov. Edwa.l'd Stanly. He rejoined 
Gen. Burnside after the battle of Antietam, an d 
was with him while he commanded the Army of 
the Potomac, and afterwa.rd in the East Tennes
see campair:n. In 1864 he served with credit in 
Gen. Grant s campaign a.gainst Richmond, receiv
ing the brevet of lieutenant-colonel for his bravery, 
and subsequently that of colonel for his services 
in the Knoxville campaign. In the assault on the 
works at Petersburg he gained the brevet rank of 
brigadier-geneml. 
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"AN CLE"E, Horatio Phillips, soldier, b. in 
Princeton, N. J., 23 Nov. , 1809. He studied for 
two years at Princeton, then entered the U. S. mili
tary academy, was grad uated in 1831, served at 
frontier posts in Michigan tel'l'itory, was commis
sioned as 2d lieutenant of infantry on 31 Dec., 
1831. and on 11 Sept., 1836, resigned and settled 
in Michig-an. He taught in Cincinnati, Ohio, ill 
1840-'1, then engaged in farming near Ann Ar
bor, Mich .. was an eng-inecr in the service of the 
state of Michigan in 1855, then United States sur



veyor of public lands in Minnesota, and in 1856 
engaged in stock-misillg. On 22 July, 18tH, he 
was commissioned as colonel of the 2d Minnesota 
infantry. He serl'ed under Gen. George H. Thomas 
at Mill Springs, for his part in which action he 
was promoted bri~adier-general of volunteers on 
21 March, 1862. he WIIS disabled by a wound at 
Stone river. but resumed command of the division 
on his recovery, was engaged at Chickamauga, and 
was in command of the post find forces at Murfrees
boro, Tenn., from December, 1863, till 24 Aug., 1865. 
when he was Illu~tered out, having becn brevetted 
major-general on 13 March, 1865. He waS adjutant
'cneral of Minnesota in 1866-'70, and in 1876-'82. 



V AN DERVEER, Ferdinand, soldier, b. in 
Butler county, Ohio, 27 Feb., 1823. He was edu
cated at Fnrmer's college, Ohio, enlisted as a pri
vate in nn Ohio regiment during the ~lexican war, 
rose to the rank of ca.plain, and headed one of the 
assaulting columns at the capture of Mont.erey. 
He subsequently practised law, and became sheriff 
of Butler cOllnty, Ohio. At the beginning of the 
civil war he became colonel of the H5th Ohio vol
llnteers, succeeded to the command of Gen. Robert 
L. McCook's brigade, and led it till the autumn of 
1864, when he was made brigadier-general of vol
unteers, and assigned to the 4th corps. Gen. Van 
Derveer saw much active service, and, among many 
ot.her eng'agemenLs, participated in the battles of 
Mill Spnngs, Chickamauga, Hnd Mission Ridge. 
Since 1870 he has been judge of the court of COlll
mon pleas of Butler county, Ohio. 



VAN DORN, Earl, soldier; ' b: ~~~~rpOl't Gib
son, :Miss., 17 Sept., 1820: d. in Spring Hill, Tenn., 
8 May, 1863. He was graduated at the U. S. mili
tary academy in 1842, assigned to the 7th infantry, 
and served in garrisons. After his promotion to 
2d lieutenant, 30 Nov., 1844, he took part in the 
military occupation of Texas in 1845-'6, was made 
1st lieutenant, 3 JVIarch, 1847, and brevetted cap
tain on 18 April for" gallant a.nd meritorious con
duct in the battle of .cerro Gordo." He was at 
Contreras and Churubusco, n.nd was brevetted ma
jor, 20 Aug., 1847, for gallantry in those actions . 

. He also took part ill the assault and capture of the 



city of Mexico, and was wounded at Belen gate. 
He was aide-de-cllmp to Gen. Persifer F. Smith, 
from April, 1847, till iVIay, 1848, at Baton Rouge, 
La. Lieut. Van Darn engaged in the Seminole 
war ill 1849-'50, wa~ made captain in the 2d cav
alry, 3 March, 1855, took part in the battle with 
the Comanches, 1 July, 1856, and commanded 
the expedition !\gainst those Indians near Washita 
Village, Indian teri'itory, 1 Oct., 1858, where he 
was four times wounded, twice dangeronsly by ar
rows. He was again engaged with the Comanches 
in the valley of Nessentungll, 13 May, 1859.. He 
became major of the 2d cavalry, 28 June, 1860, but 
resigned on 31 Jan., 1861, and was appointed by 
the legislature of Mississippi brigadier-general of 
the state forces, afterward succeeding Jefferson 
Davis as major-general. He was appointed colonel 
of cavalry in the regular Confederate army, Hi 
March, 1861, took command of a body of Texan 
volunteers, and on 2D April captured the steamer 
<; Star of the West" at Indianola. On 24 April, 
at the head of 800 men, at Salaria, he received the 
surrender of Maj. Caleb C. Sibley and seven com
panies of U. S. infantry, and on 9 May he received 
that of Col. Isaac V. D. Reeve with six companies 
of the 8th infantry. .He became brigadier-gen
eral on 5 June, and major-general on 19 Sept., 
1861, and on 29 Jan., 1862, took command of 
the Trans-Mississippi department. He was de
feated at Pea Ridge on 6-8 March (see CURTIS, 
SAMUEL R.), and, being superseded by Gen. The
ophilus H. Holmes, joined the Army of Mississippi. 
At Corinth, 3-4 Oct., where he was in command 
with Gen. Sterling Price, he was a,gain defeated, 
and he WIIS superseded by Gen. John C. Pember
ton. On 20 Dec. he made an attack on Holly 
Springs, Miss., whieh was occupied by Col. Murphy 
with a body of U. S. troops, and captured a large 
amount of valuable stores. On 10 A~ril, 1863, he 
made an unsuccessful attack 011 Gen. Gordon Gran
ger at Franklin, Tenn. In the following month 
Gen. Van Darn was shot by a physician named 
Peters, on account of a private grievance. Ge1l. 
Van Darn provoked muny strictures at one time 
by an order re,;tricting the comments of the press 
on the movements of the army, though the step 
was taken in obedience to the eommands of Gen. 
Braxton Bragg. He possessed a cultivated taste, 
and was a fine draughtsman. When stationed at 
Newport, Ky., barracks, opposite Cincinnati, he 
deviseu and successfully tried in that city an ele
vated electric railwa . 



Van Dorn~ Earl.l< [Born in Miss. Appointed from Miss.] 
Brevet 2nd Li.eut. 7th Infantry, 1 July, 1842. 2ud Lieut. , 30 Nov., 1844. 1st Li.eut.., 

3 March, 1847. Captain 2nd Cavalry, 3 March, 1855. Major, 28 .June, 1860. 
Resigned 31 Jan., 1861. B1'evet Rank:-Brevet Captain, 18 April, 1847, for gal
lant and meritorious conduct at Cerro Gordo, Brevet Major, 20 Aug., 1847, for 
~n.lt,mt and meritorious conduct at Contreras and Churubusco, 



VAN VLIET, Stewart, soldier, b. in Ft'rris
bur&" Vt., 21 July, 1815. He was educated at the 
U. S. milit.ary academy, being graduated ninth in 
a class of forty-two in 1840, when he was pro
moted 2dlieut.enant. in the 3d U. S. artillery. Be 
served against the Seminole Indian s and in galTi
son at several milibU'y posts in Louisiana, Georgia, 
and South Carolina, until 1846, when, having be
eome 1st lieutenltnt and captain and a~sistan t 
quarterlUa.ster, he was present at the battle of 
Monterey and siege of Vera Cruz, Mexico, in com
mand of his cOlllpany. Capt. Van Vliet was in 
charge of the construction of Fort Laramie, Fort 
Kearny, and other frontier posts in 1847-'51, was 
actiyely employed in fitting ont the Utah exped i
tion under Albert Sidney Johnston, and with Gen. 
William S. Harney at the battle of Blue Witter; 3 
Sept., 1855, agltinst the Sioux. Be was chief quar
termaster of the Army of the Potomac wi th rank 
of brigadier-gen eral from August, 1861, till July, 
1862, and rendered importllnt senice in fitting 
out troops for the field. and accomplmied Gen. 
George B. McClellan, serving under him in all the 
battles from Gaines's Mills to Malvern Hill. He 
was promoted major, 3 Aug., 1861, andlieutenllnt
colonel and deputy quartermaster-;:;eneral, 29 July, 
18tH3. Be was on duty at New Yorl{ city in 1862-'7, 
furnishing transportation and supplies, at Schuyl
kill arsenal, Pa., in 1869, and. was chief quarter
master of the Division of the At.lantic in 1872 and 
the Department of the Missouri in 1872-'5. He 
was brevetted major-general, U. S. a.rmy, 13 Mm'ch, 
1865, for" faith ful and distinguished services dur
ing the war," and promoted to the full rank of 
colonel and assist.an t q llal'termaster-geneml, 6 
June, 1872. On 22 Jan., 1881, Gen. Van Vliet was 
retireu from ItCtiy · S T', 



Van "liet, Stewart.* [Born in N. Y. Appointed from N. Y.] 
2nd Lieut. -3rd Artillery, 1 July, 1840. 1st Lieut., 19 Nov., 18413. Hegimental 

Quartermaster,28 March, 1847, to 4 June,1847. Captain Asst. Quartermaster, 
1 June, 1847. Captain 3rd Artillery, 24 Dec., 1853. Vacated commission of 
Captain 3rd Artillery, 24 Dec., 1853. Major Quartermaster, 3 Aug., 1861. 
Brigadier Genl. Vols., 23 Sept., 1861. Expired by constitutional limitation, 17 
July,1862. Brevet Lieut. Colonel, Brevet Colonel, and Brevet Brigadier Gen!., 
28 Oct., 1864, for fidthful and meritorious service during the war. Brevet Major 
Genl., 13 March, 1865, for fa ithful and distinguished service in the Quartermas
ter's Department during the war. Brigadier Genl. Vols , 18 March, 18(35. Bre
vet Major GenI. Vols., 13 March, 1865, for faithful and meritorious service during 
the war. Lieut. Colonel Deputy Quartermaster Genl., 29 July, 1866. :Mustered 
out of Volunteer service, 1 Sept.,1866. Colonel Asst. Quartermaster Gen!.,6 
June, 1872. 



VAN ,tYCK, Charles Henry, senator, b. in. 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y., 10 May. 1824. He was gradu
ated at Rutg:ers in 1843, adop~ed. the profession 
of Ill-IV, and 111 1850-'6 was dIstrict attorney of 
Sullivan county, N. Y. He served in congress in 
1859-'63. having been chosen as a Republican, a.nd 
while holding his sea.t in that body became colonel 
of the 10th legion, or 56th regiment, of New York 
volun teers. He sen-ed with Gen. George B. McClel
lan in the peninsula campaign, and in 1865 was 
made brevet brigadier-I;l"eneral of volunteers. He 
was again in congress Il1 1867-'71, and was chair
man of the committee on retrenchments. He re
moved to Nebraska in 1874, engaged in farming, 
was a delegate to the Constitutional convention in 
1876, state senator in 1876-'80, and in 1881 became 
U. S. senator. 



VEATCH. James -Clifford (vccch). soldier, b. 
near Elizabethtown, Harrison co., Ind ., 19 Dec., 
1819. He was educated in common schools and 
under private tutors, was admitted to the bar, 
practised for many years, and was auditor of Spen
cer county, Ind., from 1841 till 1855. He was in 
the legislature in 1861-'2, became colonel of the 
25th regiment of Indill.na volunteers. 9 Aug., 1861. 
brigadier-general of volunteers, 28 April, 1862, and 
brevet major-general in August, 1865, at which 
time he retired from the army. H e was engaged 
at Fort Donelson, Shiloh, the sieges of Corinth and 
Vicksburg, the Atlanta campaign, the siege and 
capture of Mobile, a,nd many other actions uuring 
the civil war. He became adjutant-g·enera.l of In
diana in 1869, and was collector of internal revenue 
from April 1870 till August. 1883. 
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VICKERS, -George, senator, b_ in Chestertown, 
Kent co., Md., 19 Nov., 1801: d. there, 8 Oct .. 1879. 
He acquired a chssical education, was employed 
in the county clerk's office for several years. studied 
law, was admitted to the bar in 1832, and practised 
in Chestertown. He was a delegate to the Whig 
national convention of 1852. When the civil war 
began he was appointed major-geneml of the state 
militil1. He was a presidential elector on the 
McClellan ticket in 1864, and one of the vice-presi
dents of the Union convention of 1866. In 1866-'7 
he WI1S n member of the state senate. In 1868 he 
was elected U. S. senator for the term thnt. ended 
on 3 Marc.h, 1873, in the place of Philip F. Thomas, 
who had been denied the seat. He took It COIl

spicuous part in the debate on the 15th amendment 
to the Federal constitution. 



son, E~'liert Ludovickus, engineer, b. in Water
ftlrd, ~. Y., 17 June, 1825, was graduated at the 
U. S. military academy in 1847, assigned to the 2d 
infuntry, lLnd, joining his regiment in Mexico, served 
under Gen. Winfield Scott. He was then given 
duty on lower Rio Grande river, anu W,lS stationed 
at l{inltgolcl. barracks and afterward at Fort Mcln
tosh. III 1853 he resigned, after attaining the l'ank 
of 1st lieu tena.nt on 25 Oct., 1850. He then seWeu 
in New York eity, where he entered on t.he practice 
of civil engineering, and in 1854'-6 was state engi
ncer of .New Jersey. In 1856 he was appointeu 
chief engineer of Centl'lLl park, New York, and J'l'e
pared the ol'iginal plan that was adoptcd. Four 
yea.rs later hc became chief engineer of Prospect 
p'll'k. Brooklyn, for whieh he prepared the original 
pion, but resigned at the beginning of the eivil 
war. He responded to the first call for volunteers, 
a nd conducted ,w cxpedition from New YOlk to 
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Washington, forcing a passage up Potomac river. 
After serving in the defences of Washington as 
captain of engineers in t.he 7th New York regiment, 
he was commissioned brigadier-genera.1 of volun
teers on 17 Aug., 
1861, and directed 
to form a camp 
of instruction in 
Scarsdale, N. Y. 
In April. 1862, he 
joined the South 
Atlantic expedi
tion and had 
charge of the 
forces in Savan
nah river. Gen. 
Viele command
ed the movement 
that resulted in 
the capture of 
Fort Pula;:ki, and 
also took Norfolk 
and its navy-yard, r-6' / / /--7/ 
becoming military ~~-<-t/~ 
governor of that 
city from its capture in May. 1862, until October, 
1863. After superintending the drn.ft in northern 
Ohio, he resigned on 20 Oct., 1863, and resumed his 
engineering practice. In 1883 he was appointed 
commissioner of parks for New York city, and in 
1884 he was president of the department. He was 
elected as a Democrat to congress in 1884, but he 
was defeated in his canvass for re-election in 1886. 
Gen. Viele is president of the Equitable home 
building association, for building houses in the 
vicinity of Prospect park, Brooklyn, to be sold to 
tenants who agree to use them a·s homes only. Be
side~ papers on engineering, sanitation, and physi
cal geography, he has published a "Hand-Book for 
Active Service" (New York, 18(1), an<l a "'l'opo

raphical Atlas of th(l Cit of New York" (1865 . 





(1887); and ' ,i Bettrr Not" (1887),-I-iis cousin, 
strong, soldier, b, in 'Waterford, Erie co., Pa. , 
17 June. 1837: d. nrltr Gettysburg, Pa., 7 July, 
18G3, after pn ssing through Eric academy and 
working for two years in his father's iron-foundry, 
entered the scient ific schoo l at Hartford, Conn., 
next became a student of Trinity c0l]cge, find, 
Icaving that, was graduated at Haryard in 1859. I 



He then studied law, was admitted to the bar in 
1860, and began pl'actice in Erie. When t.he civil Iwar began he enlisted as a private for three months 
in the volunteer army, was chosen 2d lieutenaJlt, 
and soon afterward was appointed adjutant. He 
rc-cn listcd for three years, was made major. and 
promoted lieutenant-colonel of the 83d Pennsyl
vania infantry in September, 1861. He was en
gaged in the construction of siege· works at York
town, and soon after the battle of Hanover COl\l"t
House was prostrated with swamp fever. He re
turned to his regimen t in October, 1862. as its 
colonel, nnd at Fredericksburg temporarily com
manded a brigade in a dillicult retreat. He de
clined the appointment of judge-advocate of the 
Army of the Potomac, in April. 18(j3, took com manu 
of his brigade as rail king colonel, anu effectively 
supported Gen. Alfred Pleasanton's cavalry at 
Aldie. At Gettysburg. ordcrs having come from 
the front from Gen. George Sykes, at the sugges
tion of Gen. Gouverneur K. vVarren, for II brigade 
to occupy Little Round Top, Vincent, in the ab
sence of the division commander, assnmed the 
responsibility of taking up his own brigaue. On . 
reaching the hill, he quickly selected a position, 
posting his men on th e left-hand crest of Little 
Round Top, al1LI in the hollow between it and 
Ronnd Top, where the Confederates made their 
first attempt to ascend the ravine and turn the 
left flank of the Nat.ional army, in withstanding 
which his force WIIS supported by the command of 
Gen. Stephen H. Weed and the battery of Capt. 
Charles E. HlIzlett on the middle crest of Little 
Ronnd Top, lind by the regiment of Col. Patrick 
H.O'Rorke, which was sent up by Gen. Warren 
just in time to frustrfLte t.he flank mo\·ement of 
the enemy. Vincent WIIS shot while cheering on 
this regiment as it faltered before the fire of the 
Confederate infantry.-Strong'S brothel', Boyd, 



VINCENT, Thonias McCurdy, soldier, b. near 
Cadiz, Harrison co., Ohio, 15 Nov .• 1832. He was 
g raduated at t he U. S. militarv academy in 1853, 
and on 8 Oct.. 1853, became 2ct lieutenant in tbe 
2d artillery. During the three years that followed 
he served with his compltny in Florida during ac
tive operations in the field against hostile Indians, 
and from severe exposure in the line of duty be
came da,ngerously ill in :May, 1855. During his 
convalescence Lieut. Vincent compiled a "Sketch 
of Sout.h Florida," which was used by troops in the 
fin al operations pending the removal of the In
dians, and for which he received the thanks of the 
general-in-cbief. During the years 1855-'6 he per
formed tbe duties of assistant adjutant-general and 
quartermaster and commissary of subsistence_ He 
~erved with his comp'any at Fort Hamilton and 
Plattsburg, N. Y. , until August, 1859, when he was 
detailed as principal assistan t professor of chemis
try at tbe mili tary academy. Decliuing the ap
pointment of captain in t.he 18th infant.ry, he was 
appointed assistant adjutant-general in July, 1861, 
a~l~ assi(Sned to the Army of Northwestern Vir
g llua, beIng engaged in the battl e of Bull Run . 
In Augu~t, 1861 , he became captain, and in July, 
1862, maJor of staff. From 1861 t ill 1865 he waS 
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I 
constantly on duty in the acljutant-geneml's office 
at Washington, particularly in charge of the ., 01'

. ganization and miscellaneous business of the vol
unteer armies of the United States," persistent ap
plications for service in the field being disapproved 
by Sec. Stanton for the reason that" the . public 
interests dema.nded his presence in the war depart
ment." Not only did the responsibility for frain
ing all the rolls and instructions issued for the 
government of the volunteer forces in service dur
ing the war, ~md the charge connected with a per
sonnel of more tha.n DO,OOO commissioned officers, 
devolve upon Gen. Vincent, but the preparation of 
the plan (of which he was also the sole author), and 
the immediato general direction of the work 
under it, for the muster-out and disbandmpnt of 
the volunteer armies, numbering 1,034,064 offi cers 
and men, distributed to 1,274 regiments, 316 inde
pendent companies, and 192 batteries. This plan 
was prepared in advance of a.ny notification from 
the secretary of war, and was put into execution 
immedilltely upon submission to that officer and 
Gen. Grant. Siuce the war Gen. Vincent has been 
identified with all important clw.nges in the 
.methods of transacting the business of the Wal' de
partment, the revision of army regulations, and he 
has served as adjutant-general of various depart
ments, and in September, 1888, was ordered to 
Washington on duty. He became lieutenant
colonel and assistant adjutant-general in July, 
18fH, and was brevetted to the grad" of brigadier
general. U. S. army, "for faithful and meritoriolls 
services during the rebellion." Gen. Vincent has 
made several reports to congress on "army or
ganization," and is the author of "The lYIilital'y 
Power of the United States during the War of the 
Rebellion" (New York, 1881 .-His brother, Al



VINTON, John Rogers, soldicr, b. ill 'Provi
dence, R. 1., 16 June, 1801; d. near Vera Cruz. 
Mexico, 22 March, 1847. He was gradnuteu at the 
U. S. military academy in 1817, served in Florida 
and Mexico, and was killed by the windage of a 
cannon-ball, at the siege of Vera Cruz. He had 
become captain in the 3d artillery on 28 Dec., 1835. 
He was brevetted major on 23 Sept., 1846, for gal
lantry at Monterey, and the degree of A. lVI. was 
given him by Brown in 1837.-His brother, David 
Hammond, soldier, b. in Providence, R. 1., <1 May, 
1803; d. in Stamford, Conn., 21 Feb., 1873, was 
graduated at the U. S. military academy in 1822, 
was commissioned to the 4th artillery, and in 1823 
transferred to the infantry. After a term of gar
rison and special duty, he was sent to Florida in 
1836, where he was employed on quartermaster duty, 
and in 1837 was made quartermaster-general of 
Florida. He continued in this service until 1846, 
in which year he was made chief q1lartermuster on 
the staff of Gen. John E. Wool, with the mnk of 
miljor, and served in Mexico. He was chief q1wr
term aster of the Department of the West in 1852-'6, 
of the Deportment of Texas in 1857-'61, une! was 
taken prisoner upon the surrcndp,r of Gen. Twiggs 
to the Confederates in February, 1861. Being ex
changed after a few months, in August, 1861, he was 
made deputy quartermaster-general and chief quar
termaster at New York, where until 1866 he ren
dered valuable services. In 1864 he was breyetted, 
for faithful and meritorious services, colonel und 
brigadier-general. 1n 1866 he became assistant 
qllurtermaster-gcrreml, and in the same year was 

ed u on the retired list.-Another brother, 



Vinton, D=i~ld H> [Born in R. 1. Appointed from R. 1.J 
Brevet 2nd Lieut. 1st Artillery, 1 July, 1822. 2nd Lieut. 4th Artillery, 1 July, 1822· 

Transferred to 6th In!'lIltry, 19 1\1arch, 1823. 1st Lieut., 7 April, 1825. Trans- . 
ferred to 4th Artill ery, 24 1\1arch, 1826. Captain, 7 July, 1838. Captain Asst. 
Quart.ermaster, 7 .J lily, 18il8. lVIajor Quartermaster, a March, 1847. Lieut. 
Colonel Deputy Quartermaster Gelll., 3 Aug., It>til. Colonel Asst. Quartermaster 
Genl., 29 July, 1866. Retired 29 'July, 1866. Died 21 Feu., 18n. B7'evet Rank:
Brevet Colonel, Brevet Brigadier Genl. and Brevet lVlajor Genl., 13 March, 1865, 
for faithful and meritorious service during the war, 



VOGDES, Israel, soldier, b. in Willistown. 
Chest.er co., Pa., 4 Aug. , 1816. He was graduated 
.at the U. S. military academy. and promoted 2d 
liel1tena,nt, 1st artillery, 1 July, 1837. For t.he next 
twel ve years he was assistan t professor and princi pal 
assistant professor of mathematics in the academy, 
being promoted 1st lieutenant in 1838, and captain 
in 1847. He was stationed in Florida from 1849 
till 1856, and took part tbere in the hostilities 
against the Seminole Indians. After being in com
mand at Fort Moultrie, S. C., and connected with 
the artillery-school for practice at Fortress Monroe, 
Va., in 1858-'61, he was ordered to re-enforce Fort 
Pickens, Fla., but he was \'irtually interdicted from 
carrying out his orders by instructions received 
from Washington subsequent to his arriml, find it 
was not until after the inaugul'lLtion of President 
Lincoln that he was finally aJlowed to proceed 
with the work. He was promoted major, 14 
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Ma.y, 1861. On 9 Oct. he was engaged in repelling 
the Confederate attack on Sf1nta Rosa island, Fla., 
dUl'ing which he was captured. After his release 
in August, 1862, he served on the sta.ff of Gen. 
John F. Reynolds in the l\faryland campaign of 
that year. He wus commissioned brigadier-general 
of volunteers in the following November, and was 
in command of Folly island, S. C., from A pril till 
July, 1863, when he took part in the construction 
of t.he batteries on Ligh tho\lse inlet. for the pro
posed attack on Morris island. He took part in 
that engagement, and also in the one on Folly 
island. From August, 1863, till July, 1864, he was 
occupied in the operations against Fort Sumter 
.and the city of Cha.rleston. On 1 J nne, 1864, he 
was made lieutenant-colonel, and on 1 Aug. he 
became colonel. After seeing further service in 
Florida, he had charge of the defences of Nor
folk and Portsmouth, Va., from May, 1864, till 
April, 1865. in which month he was brevetted briga
dier-general in the regular army for gallant and 
meritorious services in the field du ring the civil 
war. On 15 Jan., .1866, he was mustered qut of the 
volunteer service, and from that date until 2 Jan., 
1881. when he Wf1S retired at his own reqnest, after 
forty-three years of active service, he was in com
mand of the 1st regiment of artillerv. 



Vogdes, Israel.* [Born in Penn. Appointed from Penn.] 
2nd Lieut. 1st Artillery, 1 July, 1837. 1st Lieut., I) July, 1838. Captain, 20 Aug., 

1847. Major, 14 :May, 1861. Brigadier Genl. Vols., 21) Nov., 1862. Lieut. 
Colonel 5th Artillery, 1 June, 1863. Colonel 1st Artillery, 1 Aug., 1863. Brevet 
Brigadier Gent, 9 April, 1865, for gallant and meritorious service in the field 
during the war. :Mustered out of Volunteer service, 15 Jan., 1866. 


