TAYLOR, George Willialn, soldier, b. in Hnn
tern on county, N. J., 22 Nov., 1808; d. in Alexan
dria, Va., 1 Sept., 1862. He was graduated at the
military academy of Alden P artridge, Middletown,
Conn., and received a midshipman's warrant in the
navy in 1827, but resigned at the end of four years
and enga~ed in mercantile pursuirs. In the be
ginning of the Mexican war he assisted in ra.ising
a company in New .Jersey, bei n~ com missioned as
lieutenant on 8 March, 1847, and as captain in the
foll owing September, and served through Gen.
Zachary Taylor's campais-ns. After the war he
went to California, remaming there three years.
Returning then to New Jersey, he occupied him
self in mining and iron-manufacturing. When the
civil war began hc was made colonel of the 3d New
Jersey infctntry, which left· for thc field on 28 June,
1861, assisted in guarding IJong Bridge, formed
part of the reserve division at Bull Run, and par
ticipated in th e oecnpa,tion of Manassas in March,
1862, being the first to perceive the enemy retreat
ing. When Gen. Philip Kearny WfiS promoted,
Col. Ta.ylor succeeded to the command of the bri
gade, ,V'hich he led in the advance on Richmond
and the seven days' battles, receiving his commis
sion as brigadier-genera.l of volunteers on 9 May,
1862. At Gai nes's Mills his command was subject
ed to the hottest fire. At the second battle of Bull
Run he fought with distinguished COli rage, and
received wonnds from which he soo n a,fter died.

rrAYLOR,--'Vaiter-iiel;l~OIl, soldier, b. in Nor
folk, Va., 13 June, 1838. He was educated at the
Virginia military institute, and became a mer
chant and banker. He joined the Confederate
army on the secession of Virginia, hnd was on the
staff of Gen. Robert E. JJee during the nntire period
of the civil war, and from the time t.hat Gen. Lee
assumed command of the Army of Northern Vir
ginia, served as adjutant-geneml of that army,
with the rank of lieutenant·colonel. After the
war he resumed the bankin~ business at Norfolk,
Va., where he has held mUJ1lcipal offices, and wa~
elected to the state senate. of which he was a mem
ber from 1869 till 1873. lIe is the author of " Four
.. w'
n.
"N w York 18 ).
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His only son. Richard, soldier. b. in New Orleans,
27 Jan., 1826; d. in New York city, 12 April. 1879,
was sent to Edinburgh, Scotland, when thirteen
years old, where he spent three years in studying
the classics, and then a year in France. He entered
the junior class at Yale in 1843, and was graduated
there in 1845. He was a wide and voracious
though ,t desultory reader. From college he went
to his father's camp on the Rio Grande, and he
Wi1S present at Palo Alto, and Resaca: de la Palma.
His health then became impaired, and he. returned
home. He reside'd on a cotton-plantation in Jeffer
son county, Miss., until 1849, when he removed to
It sugar-estate in St. Charles p'Lrish, Louisiana,
about twenty miles above New Orleans, where he
was residing when the ci\'il war began. He was in
the state senn,te from 1856 to 1860, was a d'elegate
to the Charleston Democmtic cOll\'ention in HluO,

and afterward to that at Ba.]t,imore, and was a
member of the Secession convention of Louisiana.
As a member of the military committee. he aided
the governor in organizing' troops, and in June,
1861, went to Virginia as colonel of the 9th Louisi
ana volunteers. The day he reached Richmond
he left for Manassas, arriving there at dusk oli the
day of the battle. In the autumn he was made a
brigadier-general. and in the spring of 1862 he led
hi~ brigade in the valley campaign under" Stone
wall" Jackson. He distinguished himself at Front
Royal, Middletown, Winchester. Strasburg, Cross
Keys, and Port Republic,and Jackson recommended
him for promotion. Taylor was also with Jackson
in the seven days' battles before Richmond. He
was promoted to major-general, and assigned to
the command of Louisiana. 'I'he fatigues and ex
posures of his campaigns there brought on a partial
and temporary paralysis of the lower limbs; but in
August he assumed command. The only com
munication across the Mississippi retained by the
Confederates was b~tween Vicksburg and Port
Hudson; but Taylor showed great ability in raising,
organizing, supplying, and handling an army, and
he gradually won back the state west of the Missis
sippi from the National forccs. He had reclaimed
the whole of this when Vicksburg fell, 4 July,
1863, and was then com pelled to faU back west of
Berwick's bay. Gen. 'I'aylor's principal achieve
ment during the war was his defeat of Gen.
Nathaniel P. Banks at Sabine Cross-Roads, near
Mansfield, De Soto parish, Ln., 8 April. 1864. With
8,000 men he attacked the advance of the northern
army and routed it, capturing twenty-two guns and
a large number of prisoners. He followed Banks,
who fell back to Pleasant hill, and on the next
day agaiu attacked him, when Taylor was defeatcd,
losing the fruits of the first day's victory. These
two days' fighting have been frequently compared
to that of Shiloh-a surprise and defeat on the first
day, followed by a substantial victory of the National
forces on the sccond. In t.he summer of 1864 'f'lY
lor was promoted to be a licutenant-general, and
ordered to the command of the Department of
Alabama. Mississippi, etc. Here he was able merely
to protract the contest, while the great armies de
cided it. After Lee and Johnston capitulated there
was nothing for him, and he sllrrendered to Gen.
Edward R. S. Canby, at Citronelle, 8 May, 1865.
The war left Taylor ruilIed in fortune, and he soon
went abroad. Returning home, he took part in
politics as an adviser, and his cOllnsel was held in
special esteem by SlImllel J. Tilden in his presi
dential canvass. During t.his period he wrote his
memoir of the war, entitled" Destruction and Re
construction" (New York. 1879).-His brothel',

construction" (New York. 1879).-His brother,

Joseph Puunel, soldier. b. near Louisyille, Ky.,

4 May, 1796; d. in Washington, D. C., 29 .Tune, 1864,
served in the ranks on the Canadian frontier dur
ing the war of 1812, was appointed a lieutenant. of
U. S. infantry on 20 May, 1813, served through tho
war with Great Britain, and was retained on the
. peace establishment as lieutenant of artillery, be
cominl\' a captain ill July, 1825. He was appointed
commissary of subsistence in 1829, and thenceforth
served in that department., becoming assistant com
missary-general, with the rank of lieutenant-colo
nel, in 1841. On' 30 Ma.y, 184S, he was brevetted
colonel for bis services in prosecuting the war
with Mexico, during which he was chief commis
sary of the army on the upper line of operations.
In September, 1861, he was made colonel and
commis:.ary-general, and on 9 Feb., 1863, WIIS pro
moted brigadier-general. His wife was a daugh
ter of Jllstice John McLean.-Their son, John

McLean, soldier, b. in ·Washington, D. C., 21 Nov.,
1828; d. in Baltimore, Md., 21 Nov., 1875, entered
the U. S. army as 2d lieutenant in the 3d artillery
on 3 March, 1848, and was promoted 1st lieutenant
on 30 June, 1851, and captain and commissary of
subsistence on 11 May, 1851. He served faithfully
in his department during the ci vi! war, becoming
major on 9 Feb., 1863, amI receiving the brevets
of li e '~tenant-colon e l and colonel to date from 13
ulCock. sol
March 1865.-Another son.

March. 1865.-Another son, Joseph Hancock, sol
dier, b. in Kentucky, 26 Jan., 1836; d. in Omaha,
Neb., 13 March, 1885, was graduated at the U. S.
military academy in 1856, and commissioned 2d
lieutenant of cavalry on 16 Jan., 1857. He served
in Kansas, in the Utah expedition, and in a cam
paign in 1860 against the Kiowa and Comanche
Indians of Colorado. He was promoted 1st lieu
tenant on 22 April, 1861, and captain on 14 May,
and was appointed acting adjutant-general of Gen.
Edwin V. Sumner's division on 27 Nov., 1861.
During the !Jeninsula campaign, and subsequently
in the Mary and campaign, he served as acting as
sistant acljdant-general of the 2d corps, winning
the brevet of major at Fair Oaks, and that of lieu
tenant-colonel at the Antietam. He was assistant
adjutant-general at Fredericksburg, amI assistant
inspector-general of cavalry in Stoneman's raid.
On 1 June, 1863, he was assigned to duty as assist
ant adjutant-general of the department at Wash
ington. He 'yas appointed a major on the staff on
30 March, 1866, and on 13 Aug. was brevetted
colonel for faithful services during the war. He
was on duty in different military depa,rtments till
his death. which was due to disease that he h!td
contracted in the line of dutv.

· 'fERRILL, William Rufns, soldier, h. in qov
mgton , Va., 21 April, 1834; 0. neal' Perryville,
Ky.,8 Oct., 18()2. He was graduated at the U. S.
military academy in 18il3, assigned to the 3d arti l
lery, was assist lint professor of mathematics there
i~ 1853-:-'4, on duty in Kanslls in 1854-'5, lin? a.s
sistant In the U. S. coast survey from 18.);) ttll
18Ut. He was ,~ppointed captain in th e 5th artil
!ery, 14 Aug., l8U1, tLnti took part with great cr~dit
1I~ the bat.tle of Shiloh. He was appointed brlga
dler-gell eral of volunteers, 9 Sept., 1862, and was
killed. in the battle of Perryville in the following
month.-His bl'Other, Jllmes Barboll\', soldier,
b. in Warm SprinO's, Bath co., Va., 20 F eb., 1838;
d. ncar Bethesda Church, Va., 31 May, 1864, was
graduated at VirO'iniiL military institute, Lexing
tOll, m 1858, and' after attending the law-sehoo!

of Judge Brockenborough began pmctice in the
courts of his native county in 1860. In May, 1861, he
was appointed major of the 13th Virginia infantry.
He was promoted to the colonelcy, and was with
his reo-iment at the first and second battles of Bull
Run, 'Fredericksburg, Cross Keys, Port Republic,
Cedar Run, the Wilderness, and Spottsylvllnia, and
was killed a,t Bethesda Church. His commanding
general said his regiment, .. the 13th, was never
required to take a position t,hat they did not take
it, nor to hold one that they did not hold it." His
nominatiod as brigadier·general was confirmed by
the Confederate senate on the da of his death.

TERRY, Alfred Howe.) soldier, b. in Hartford,
Conn., 10 Nov., 1827. lie was educated in the
schools of New Haven and at the Yale law-school,
but, having been already admitted to the bar, he
was not grad uated.
He began the prac
tice of his profes
sion in 1849, and
was clerk of the
superior and su
preme courts of
Connecticut from
1854 till 1860. He
had been an active
member of t.he
Connect.icut mili
tia, and was in
command of the
2d regiment of
state troops when
the civil war be
gan. In response
to President LinV
'
coIn's call for three
.
months' troops, he
wasappointedcolo
nel of the 2d Connecticut volunteers. lind with that
regiment was present at the first bllt.tle of Bull Run~
At the expiration of the term of service he returned
to Connecticut, organized the 7th Connecticut vol
unteers, of which he was appointed colonel, and on
17 Sept. was again mustered into the National ser
vice. He was present in command of his regiment
at the capture, of Port Royal, S. C., and also at the
siege of Fort Pulaski, of which he was F.laced in
charge after its capitulation. On 25 A pri . 1862, he
was promoted brigadier-general of volunteers, and
he served as such at the battle of Pocotaligo and in
th e operations against Charleston. He command
ed th e successful demonstration up Stono river
during the descent on Morris island, aud at the
action on James island. His force was then with
drawn, fl,nd he was assigned by Gen. Quincy A.
Gillmore to the command of the troops on Mor
ris island, which post he held during the siege of
Forts Wfl~ner and Sumter. After the reduction
of Fort V" agner he was IIssigned to the command
of the northern distriet of the Department of the
South, ineluding the islands from which opem
tions against Charleston had been carried on.
Gen. Terry commanded the 1st division of the
10th army corp~, Army of the James, during the

+w(?/r

Virginia campaign of 1864, and at times the corps
itself. He was brevetted major-general of YOlUll
teers 011 20 Aug., 1864, became permanent com
mander of the 10th corps in October, and held
that place until the corps was merged in the 24th
in the following December, when he was assigned
to lead the 1st division of the new corps. He com
Illanded at the action of Chester Station, and was
engaged at the battle of Drewry's Bluff, the v,l.rious
combats in front of .the Bermuda Hundred lines.
the battle of Fussell's Mills, the action at Deep
Bottom, the siege of Petersburg, the actions at
Newmarket heights on the Newmarket road, the
Darby town road, and the Williamsburg road. On
2 Jan., 1865, after the failure of the first attempt
to take Fort Fisher, which commanded the sea
approaches to Wilmington, N. C., Gen. Terry was
ordered to renew the attack with a force number
ing a little over 8,000 men. On the 1ilth he de
barked his troops about five miles above the fort, .
and, finding himself confronted by Gen. Robert F.
Hoke's Confederate division, proceeded to throw a
Une of strong intrenchments acrosg the peninsula
between the sea and Cape Fear ri ver, facing toward
Wilmington, and about, two miles north of the fort.
After the landing of the troops, the co-operating
fleet, under Admiral David D. Porter, nnmbering
44 vessels and mounting upward of 500 guns,
opened fire upon the work, and from 4.30 to 6 P. M.
four shots a second, or 20,000 in all, were fired.
This was the heaviest bombardment of the war.
On the 14th the line of intrenchment was com
pleted, and Gen. Charles .r. Painr.'s division of in
fantry was placed upon it. 'While this was in
progress. Gen. Tcrry made a reconnoissance of the
fort, and, in view of the difficulty of landing sup
plies for his troops and the materials for a siege
upon an open; unprotected beach in midwinter, he
determinen. to carry the work by assault the next
day, and the plan of attack was arranged with Ad
miral Porter. At 11 A. ~l. on the 15th the entire
fleet opened fire, silencing nearly every gun in the
fort. Gell. Newton M. Curtis's brigade of Gen.
Adelbert Ames's division was then pushed forward
by regiments to a point 200 yards from the fort,
where it sheltered itself in shallow trenches, and
the remainder of the division WIIS brought up with
in supporting distance. Admiral Porter had landed
2,000 sailors and marines, and their commander
pushed a line of skirmishers up within 200 yards
of the east.ern extremity of the northern face of
the work, the attack of the troops being upon the
western extremity of that face. At 3.30 P. M., on
a signal from Gen. Terry to Admiral Porter, the
fire of the fleet was diverted from the poin ts of
attack, and the leadin~ brigade rushed upon the
work and gained a foothold upon the parapet. The
column of sailors and marines followed the exnm
pI e of the troops, but. h!tving to advance for a dis
tance of about 600 yards along the open beach, they
were una,ble to steIn the fire of the work. Some of
them reached the fOOL of the pa,rapet, bllt the mass
of them, after a display of great gallantry, was
forced to fall back. After Gen. Curtis had gained
the parapet, Gen. Ames ordered forward in succes
sion the second and third brigndes of his division,
and they entel'ed the fort. 1'his was constructed
with II series of traverses, each of which was stub
bondy held. Hand-to-hand fighting of the most
obstinate character ensued. the traverses being used
sllccessivelyas breastworks, over the tops of which
the opposing parties fired into one another's faces.
By five o'clock nine of these traverses had been car
ried. Gen. '1'erry then ordered up re-enforcements,
consisting of a brigade and an additional regiment
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the intrenched line, the sailors a,nd marines
t"king their places there; by nine o'clock two more
traverses were carried, and an hour later the occu
pation of the work was complete. The Confeder
ate force fell back disorganized to a small work
near the point of the peninsula, where, being . im
mediately pursued, it surrendered unconditionally.
The garrison originally numbered 2,,')00 men, of
whom 1,971 men, with 112 officers, were captured;
the othel's were killed or wounded. The fall of
the fort was followed by the abandonment· of Fort
Caswell and the other. defences of the Cape Fear
river. In these works were captured 169 pieces of
artillery, 2,000 small arms, and a considerable quan
tity of ammunition and commissary stores. The
National loss was 681 men, of whom 88 were killed.
For this Gen. Terry was promoted to be brigadier
general in the regular army and major-general of
volunteers, and congress passed a vote of thanks
"to Brevet Maj.-Gen. A. H. Terry and the officers
and soldiers under his command for the tlllSlll'
passed gallant.ry and skill exhibited by them in the
attack upon Fort Fisher, and tho brilliant and de
cisive victory by which that important work has
been ca.ptnred from the rebel forces and placed
in the possession find under the authority of the
United States, and for their long a.ncl faithful ser
vice and unwavering devotion to the cause of the
country in the midst of the greatest difficulties and
dangers." Gen. Terry was engaged in the capture
of Wilmington, N. C., and commanded at the com
bat at Northeast creek, which followed. In April,
1865, the 10th army corps was reconstituted, and
Gen. Terry was assigned to its command, lind with
it took part in the subsequent operations uncleI'
Gen. William '1'. Sherman in North Carolina. He
was brevetted major-general in the regular army
on 13 March, 18li5. for his services at the capture
of Wilmington. Since the close of the war he has
commancled in succession the Departments of Vir
ginia, Dakota.. and the South, and again the De
partment of Dakota. He Wli<; promoted to the
rank of major-general, 3 Ma.rch, 1886, and ~as in
charge of the division of the Missouri, with head
quarters at Chicago, until his voluntary retirement
from the.army in A ril, 1888.

Terry, Alfred H.

[Born in Conn. Appointed from Conn.]
Colonel 2nd Conn. Vols., 7 May, 1861. Mustered out 7 Aug., 1861. Colonel 7th
Conn. Vols., 17 Sept., 1861. Brigadier Gen!. Vols., 25 April, 1662. Brevet Ma
jor Gen!. Vols.• 26 Aug., 1864, for meritorious and distinguished service during
the war. Nominated for, and confirmed as Brigadier Gen!. U. S. A., 15 Jan.,
1865, for distinguished service dming the war, and for gallantry and gelleralship
in the capture of Fort Fisher. N. C. Provisionally appointed Ivlajor Gen!. Vols.,
15 Jan., 1865. Commissioned Major Gen 1• Vols., 20 April, 1865, to rank from 15
. Jan., 1::;65, for gallant service in the capture of Fort Fisher. The thanks of Con
gress tendered to Brevet Major Gen!. Alfred H. Terry, and to the officers and
wldiers under his command. by joint resolution approved 24 Jan., 18G5, for the
unsurpassed gallantry and skill exhibited by them in the attack upon Fort Fisher,
and the br:lli,mt and decisive victory by which that important work lIaS been
captured frolll the rebel forces, and placed in the },\)ssession, and under the
authority of the United States, and for their long and faithful service, and un
wavering devotion to the cause of the co till try, in the midst of the greatest dif
ficulties and dangers. Brevet Major Gen!., 13 March, 1865, for gallant and meri
torious service in the capture of 'Wilmington, N. C. !Vlustered out of Volunteer
service 1 Sept., 1866.

TERRY, 'Henry Dwight, soldier, b. in Hart
ford, Conn., 16 March, 1812; d. in Washington,
D. C., in June, 1869. He early settled in Michigan,
where he en tered the legal profession, and settled
in Detroit. Although hewus in active practice, he
had for many years devoted considerable attention
to military matters, and when the first call was
made for troops in June, 1861, at the beginning of
the civil war, he raised the 5th Michigan infantry,
of which he was a ppointed colonel. The regiment
was mustered into service on 28 Aug., 18tH, and
ordered to the Army of the Potomac. He soon
gained the command of a brigade, and on 17 Ju ly,
1862, was commissioned brigadier-genera.l of vol
uuteers. He served through the war in the Army
of the Potomac, and when he was mustered out of
service, in 1865, resumed t.he practice of his profes
sion in Washin ton, D. C.

TERRY, William, soldier, b. in Amherst coun
ty, Va., 14 Aug., 1824; d. near Wytheville, Va., 5
Sept., 1888. He was graduated at the University
of Virginia in 1848, studied law, and in 1851 was
admitted to the bm·. Settling in Wytheville, he
practised his profession and was one of the editors
and owners of "The Telegraph," published in that
place. In April, 1861. he became 11 lieutenant in
the 4th Virginia infantry, in Gen. Thomas J. Jack
son's brigade. In 1862 he was promoted major,
and in February, 1864, became colonel. He was
commissioned brigadier-general on 20 May, 1864.
At the close of the civil war he returned to prac
tice in Wytheyille, and in 1868 was nominated for
congress. but, being under political disabilities,
withdrew. He was afterward elected to congress
from Virginia as a Conservative, and served from
4 March, 1871, till 3 Ma.rch, 1873, and agaill from
6 Dec., 1875, till 3 March, 1877. Subsequently he
resumed his leiral business. H e was drowned while
tr 'ing to ford R.eed creek, nea,r his home.

TERRY. William Richard, soldier, b. in Lib
erty, Va., 12 March, 1827. He WIIS graduated at
the Virginia military institute in 1850, and then
turned his attention to commercial pnrsuits. At
the beginning of the civil war he entered the Con
federate service as captain of Virginia cavalry,
and was soon promoted and given command of the
24th Virginia regiment. On 20 May, 1864, he was
made brigadier-general, and given a command in
Gen. George E. Pickett's division in the Army of
Northern Virginifl. which was known as Kemper's
brigade. After the war he served as a member of
the Virginia senate for eight years, and for some
time was su perintenden t of the penitentinry in Rich
mond. At present he is superintendent of the Lee
camp soldiers' home in Richmond.

TH1\ YER, J oii:;;: Miito.. .: -governor of Nebraska,
b. in Bellingham, Mass.. 24 Jan., 1820. After his
gmduation at Brown in 1841 he studied and prac
tised law, and in 1854 removed to Nebraska, where
he was a member in 1860 of the territoriallegi!'la
ture, and in 1866 of the Constitutional convention.
Previous to his civil appointments he had been
made brigadier-general of milit.ia, and organized
and commanded several expeditions against the
Indians. In the civil war. as colonel of the 1st
regiment of Nebraska inflm't ry, he led a brigade at
Donelson and Shiloh, and was made brigadier-gen
eral of volunteers, 4 Oct., 1862. His appointment
expired on 4 March, 1863, but he was reappointed
on 13 Mareh. He comlmmded a brigade and divis
ion at Vicksburg and Jackson, and led a storm
ing column at Chickasaw bayou, for which and
for hi s services at Vicksburg he was brevetted ma
jor-general of volunteers, 13 March, 1865. He re
signed, 19 July, 1865" anu, returning to Nebra>ka,
he served as U. S. senator in 1867-'71, having been
chosen as a RepubliMn, imd was then appointed
by Gen. Grant governor of Wyoming territory.
In 1886 he was eleeted governor of Nebraska by a
majority of about 25,000, which office he still holds
(1888). He was department commander of thc
Grand army of the republic in the state of Nebras
ka in 1886.

THOM, George (tom), soldier, b. in Derry, N. H.,
21 Feb., 1819. He was graduated at the U. S.
military academy in 1839, assigned to the topo
graph ical engineers, and became 2d lieutenant in
1840. He served in connection with the sun-ey of
the boundary between the United States and the
British provi nC'es under the treaty of Washington,
in 1842-'7 find on the staff of Gen. Franklin
Pierce in the war with Mexico. He became 1st
lieutenant in 1849, am! captain for fourteen years'
service in July. 1853. In 1853-'6 he served in con
nection with 'the survey of the boundary between
the United States and Mexico. At t he opening of
the civil war he was a major, but was appointed
colonel and additional aide-de-camp in NO\'cmber,
1861. Col. Thom was continuou~ly employed on
engineer and other duty on the staff of Gen. Henry
W. Halleck till April, 1865, being present during
the siege of Corinth. He was also present at the
battie of Cedllr Creek, Va. He was promoted lieu
tenant-colonel of engincers in 1866, and was there
after in charge of river and harbor improvements
in the New England states till 20 Feb., 1883, when,
having been forty years in service, he was, at his
own request, retired from acti"e senice. He be
came colonel of engineers in 1880, and was bre
vetted brigadier-general U. S. arm y, " for faithful
and meritorious services dUJ'in the rebellion ....

Thorn, George.*

[Born in N. H. Appointed from N. H.]
Brevet 2nd Lieut. Topographical Engineers,1 July, 1839. 2nd Lieut.,18 July,

1840. 1st Lieut., 26 Sept., 1840. Captain, 1 July, 1853. Major, 9 Sept.• 1861.
Colonel Addl. Aid-de-Camp, 16 Noy., 1861. Transferred to Eugineers, 3 March,
1863. Brevet Lieut. Colonel, 13 March, 18615, for meritorious service during the
war. Brevet Colonel and Brevet Brigadier Genl., 13 March, 1865, for faithful
and meritorious service during the war. _Mustered out as Colonel Add!. Aid-de
Camp. 31 :May, 1866. Lieut. Colonel Engineers, 10 July, 1866. Colonel, 31
March, 1880.

THOllIAS,- Chnl"les, soldier, b. in Pennsylvania
about 1800; d. in Washingtun, D. C., 1 Feb., 1878.
lIe entered the army and became a lieutenant of
ordnance, 13 Au~., 1819, assistant quartermaster ill
M,W, 1826, captam in April, 1833, quartermaster
\~lth the rank of major in July,1838, and brevet
heutena.nt-colonel for meritorious services in Mexi
co, 30 Ma.y, 1848. He was promot.ed lieutenant.
colonel an'd deputy quartermaster-general, U. S.

army, in May, 1850, colonel and assistant quarter
master-general ill August, 1856, and brevet major
general, 13 Ma.rch, UlG5, for meritorious servi~es
during the civil war. He was l'etirec1 from active
service in July, 18(j(), after lUIVing been in the army
for more tha.n forty-Ii ve yea.rs.

Thomas, Chas. W.*

[Born in Maine. Appointed at Large.]
Brevet 2nd Lieut. 5th Infantry, 1 July, 1855. 2nd Lieut. 1st Infantry, 7 Aug.,
1855. 1st Lieut., 15 March, 1861. Captain Asst. Quartermaster, 14 June, 1861.
Resigned 31 May, 1872. Brevet Rank :-Brevet Major, 13 March, 1865, for faith
ful and meritorious service during the war. Brevet Lieut. Colonel, 13 March,
1865, for faithful and meritorious service during the war.

THOMAS, George Henry, soldier, b. in South
ampton connty, Va., 31 July; 1816; d. in San Fran
cisco, Cal., 28 March, 1870. He was descended,
on his father's side, from Welsh ancestry. and, on
his mother's, from a French Huguenot family.
Not much is known of his youth. He was early
distinguished for t.he thoroughness with which
he mastered everything he undertook. His home
life was pleasant and genial, and he was carefully
educated in the best schools and academies of the
rcgion. At the age of nineteen he began the study
of law, bnt the next year he received an appoint
ment as cadet at the U. S. military academy. At
the academy he rose steadily in rank, from 26th
at the end of the first year to 12th at graduation.
He was nicknamed, after the fashion of the place,
"George Washington," from a fancied resemblance
in nppearance and character to the great patriot.
He was graduated and commissioned 2d lieu
tE'nant in the 3d artillery. 1 July, 1840, lind en
tered upon duty at New York. but wns soon sent
to Flol'Jda to take part in the India.n war, where,
in 1841, he gained a brevet for gallantry. Arter a
short stay at· vnrious posts on the south Atlantic
coast, he was, in tha autumn of 1845, sent to
Texas. When the Mexican war began, he accom
panied the column nnder Gen. Zachary Taylor,
distingnishing himself at Monterey, wlie.ra he was
brevetted cllptain, and at Buena Vista, 22 and 23
Feb.. 1847. bore a more decisi ve part. The snccess
of that battle was largely due to the urtillery.
"Without it," snys Gen. John E. Wool in his re
port, "we would not have maint.ained onr position
a single hour." Capt. Thomas W. Sherman said:
"Lieut. Thomas more than snstained the reputntion
he has long enjoyed as an accurate and scientific
artillerist." He was again brevetted for gallantry,
thus earning three bre\'ets in a little more than six
yea.rs after entering the serl·ice. The citizens of
his native county in the following Jnly presented
him with-a superb sword. He remained on duty in
Mexico and Texas till 1849, and was aga.in sent to
Florida. III 1851 he was detailed as instructor of
artillery and cavalry at the military academy, where
he remained until 1 May, 1854. Soon afterwll.l'd
two mwalry regiments wero added to the MillY,
and of one of them, the 2d, brevet lVIaj. 'rhomas
was, on 12 1\1ay, 1855, appointed junior major. In
the compo~ition of this new regiment unusual
care was taken in the seloction of officers. J efl'er
son Dal/is was secretary of war, and the choice was
dictated not merely by ability hut also by locality.
Of the fifty-one officers that served in it prior to
the beginning of the civil war, thirty-one wcre

from the south, and of these twenty-four entered
the Confederate service, twelve of whom became
general officers.. Among these were Albert Sid
ney Johnston, Robert E. Lee, William J. Hardee,
Earl Van Dol'll, E. Kirby Smith, John B. Hood,
and Fitzhugh Lee.
In the seclusion of garrison life in Texas during
the exciting period from 1855 to 1861, Major
Thomas watched with increasing apprehension the
gradual approach of the inevitable conflict.. In
affection for and pride in his native state he was a
Virginian of the ~irginians; but he never for a
moment doubted where his duty lay. Early in
November, 1860, he left Texas on a long leave of a,b
sence. Before its pxpimtion he was ordered, 11
April, 1861, to take charge of his regiment, which
had been h'eacherously surrendered in Texas, and
was now arriving in New York. He obeyed the 01'
der with alacrity and conducted the regiment to
Carlisle, Pa., barracks. On his way there, he heard
of the assault on Fort Sumter, and on reaching the
place he renewed his oath of allegiance to the
United SLates. On the 17th the Virginia conven
tion adopted the ordinance of secession, and Robert
E. Lee, colonel of his refiment, tendered his resig
nation on the 20th. .tIm'dee, Van Dol'll, Kirby
Smith, and Hood had already resigned. Thomas,
unllloved, continued with ardor the preparations
necessary to sustain the ca,use of his country. At
the head of a brigllde he soon crossed the Potomac
into Virginia, where, on 2 July, he met and put to
flight an insurgent militia force of his own state,
under command of Col. Thomas J. Jackson, drawn
up to resist his movements. From that day till
the end of the war he.did not have or seck a single
hour's respite from exacting labors in the field.
He led the advance of Pat.terson's column to
ward Winchester prior to the battle of Bull Rnn,
and at the close of that campaign he was appointed,
17 Ang., 1861, brigadier-general of volunteel:s, and
assigned to duty in the Department of the Cum
berland, which included Kentucl!y and Tennessee.
He found the whole of Kentucky in a tUl'moil,
when, on 10 Sept., he entered upon his work at
Camp Dick Robinson, 100 miles south of Cincin
nati. The Confederate army hau occufied Colu\n
bus in spite of the formal protest 0' legislature
and governor, and Thomas was menaced with p~r
sonal violence. The cllmp was swarming with ull
organized Kentucky regiments anu crowds Of
refugees from east Tennessee, eager to be armed
and led back to drh'e the enemy from their homes.
For the first few months Gen: Thomas was fully
occupied in instructing the raw recruits. It re
quired infinite patience to work over these inde
pendent baekwoodsmen into any semblance to
soldiers. Little by little the task was accomplisheu,
a,nd the troops so organized becllme the first bri
gade of the Army of the Cumberland.
Gen. Robert Anderson was soon relieved from
cluty on a,c count of failing health, and, after a
short interregnum, Gen. Don Carlos Buell was
placed in command of the department. Uncler
his orders, Gen. Thomas continued his preparations
for a movement in east Tennessee. EIIl'ly in
January, 1862, he placeu the bead of his colilmn
at Somerset, fifty miles south of Camp Dick Rob
inson, /md on thc night of the 18th ellcamped at
IJogan's Cross-Roads, ten miles from the enemy's
position, with seven regiments of infantry, one
squadron of cavalry, and two batteries. At early
dawn the next morning he was attacked by a force
consisting of nine regiments of infantry, two squad
rons and two companies of cllvalry, and two bat
teries, After a stout resistance Gen. Thomas sue

ceeded in placing one of his regiments on the flank
of the enemy's line, when a charge was ordered,
and the whole Confederate force was driven in CODfusion from
the field, wi th
the loss of its
leader. Gen.
Felix K. Zol
licolIer. Pur
suit was con
t.inued
till
dtll'k, when
the enemy's
works were
reached. Du r
ing th e night
that follow
ed, most of
the Confed
erate army escaped across the river, 1C'l\.ving guns,
smalkmns, and other spoils. This contest. which
is known as the battle of ,M ill Springs, was the first
real victOl'y for the Nationa,l eause since the db
aster 11t Dull Run. six months before, ' The loss
was 39 killed and 207 wounded on the National
side, against 125 Confedel'l1tes killed and 309
wounded. Immediately a.fterward the whole army
entered upon the lllovements that CUlminated ill
the battle of Shiloh and t.he exp!I!sion of lhe Con
federate armies from tIle entire region between the
CUlllberland mountains and the Mississippi. Gen,
Thomas shared in all these operntiolls, On 25
April, 18G2, he was made major·general, and was
assigned to the command of Gen. Gmnt's army, the
latter being made second in,general command un
der I-la,lleck, and thus virtually retired from active
command for the time being. S~on after the oe
eup!ttioo of Corinth, Gen, Thomas retnrned to his
old command, and with it went through the ex
hausting campaign by which, at the end of Sep
tember, Gell. Buell's whole army, save the isolated
garrison Itt Nashville, was eooeentmted at Louis
ville, prepa.red to gi\'e battle to Gen, Bragg, who
had audaciollsly led his army from Chattanooga to
the Ohio river, At Louisville, on 29 Sept., the
c,?mmnnd of the National /l.rmy was offered to Gen.
Thomas, but he declined it. On 30 Oct. Gen.
Buell was superseded by Gen. \Villillm S. Rose
crans, ant! Gen. Thomas wa~ placed in commund
of fi\'e divisions, forming the centre of the army.
On 31 Dec., 1862, the contending forceR, under
Rosecrans and Bragg, met in hloody conflict on
the bl1uks of Stone river, nea,r l\[urireesbol'O, Tenn.
By a.n impetuous and overwhelming qhal'ge of the
enemy fit dawn. t.he whole right wing of the Na·
tional army was swept buck three miles, and its
very existence was imperilled. But the centre,
under Tholllas, firmly held its ground nnd repclled
e\'er)' assault till nightfall. The contest WILS re
newed on 2 Jan., 18G3, when, by a bold and fiery
attack of a purt of Thomas's fo'rce on the enemy's
right, the Confederate position was endangered,
allCl Bl'I1gg, in the night of the 3d, retreated. The
NatiOlu11 ilrmy lay nenrly mot.ionless until June,
when it entered on thl1t series of brillia,nt flanking
movements which, without any serious conflict.
drove the enemy from Tennessee and compelled
the abandonment. of Chattanooga on 8 Sept. '1'he
terrible batlie DC ChickalTJ<tuga followed, when, on
19 al1lI 20 Sept., the Confederate army, re-enforced
by Longstreet's corps from Virginia. and some
troops from Mississippi. put forth almost super
humaIl efforts to o\'erwhelm the Natiolial forces in
deta.il, 11nd thus secure, once more, the prize of
Chattanooga, the gateway to the heart of the Con

federacy. Aga,in, as at Stone ri vcr, the righ t WItS
swept away. currying wit.h it the commander of
the army and two corps commanders. Gen, Thomas
was thus left with but little more than six out of
thirteen divisions to maintain his ground against
five corps flushed with seeming victory and eager
with the hope of making him an easy prey. From
noon till night the battle ra~ed. EVPl')' assault of
the enemy had been repelle(( , the National troops
were full of confidence and ardor, aIHI the final
Ilssallit of the day was made by a National brigade
following up with the bayonet a retrea,ting Con-'
federate division. In the night, by orders of the
army commander, Gen. Thomas fell back to Hoss
ville, five miles, and there awaited all the next day
the expected attack; but the enemy was in no
condition to make it. For the only time in its his
tory, t.he Army of the Cumberland Jeft the enemy
to bury its dead, Gen, Daniel E, Hill. command
ing a Confederate corps in that battie, who had
sel'ved in both eastern and western nl'll1ie~, said:
" It seems to me the eta,n of the southern soldier
WIlS nC\'er seen after Ch:clmmauga. That bnrren
victory seale<l the fate of the sGuthern Confederacy,"
Following this great battle, Gen, Thomas on 19
Oct. was placed in command of the Army of the
Cumberlnnd, Its affairs were in a most critical con
dition. A1I communication with its base of supplies
was cut off.. an almost impassable rivcr was in its
rear, from the heights of Lookout mountnin and
j\f ission ridge tbe enemy 1001(Cd down on the be
leaguered force, slowly sta.n'ing in it.s stronghold,
Immediate measures were taken for its relief, and
from eyery quarter troops were hurried toward
Chattanooga., both to open communications ancl to
re·enforce the a.rmy for fictive opel'lltions. Two
corps from the Potomac and two from Mississippi
were speedily forwarded, undnll were placed under
command of Gen, Grant, To his almost dcspair
ing message to Gen, Thomas to hold the place.
came the cheering rcply, "\Ve will hoi a the town
till we starve," Thomas had then in store six days'
snpply for 50,000 men, Preparations were i,t lu,st
completed, and on 23 Nov. the forces from Missis
Sippi, aided by a division from Thomas, attacked
the northern end of Mission ridge, and gained
some ground, On the 24th Lookout mountaiu was
captured by the forces from tbc Pot.ornac, strength
ened by two of Thomns's brigades. On lhe 25th,
under Thomas's leadership, t)le Army of the Cum
berland, released from its long illlprisonmcnt,
stormed and carried the three lines of ritle-pits
nt the base, mi(lwny. and on the sllmmit of Mis
sion rirlge. and drove the Confederate army. in
utter rout, from the fortified position it had held
so confidently for two months. As the jubilant
Nntional troops reached the summit of the ridge.
the whistle of the first steambmt, lo/\dnd with sup
plies, told that the siege was indeed ended,
In the spring of 18G4 Gen. Thomas entered upon
t.he Atlanta campaign, at the head of G5.000 veter
nns, being two thirds of the grand army com
mllnded by Gen. Sherman. He occupied the centre
of the line. From ChattmlOoga to Atlanta it was
an almost continnous b<lt.tle of a hundred days.
The relative nmollllt of work done by each of the
three armies is indieatetl by lhe losses, The Army
of the Cumberlunel lost, in killed and wounded, 32
per cent., the Arl11Y of the Tennessee 20 pel' cent.,
the Army of the Ohio IG per ceut. On 1 Sept., at
Jonesboro', the 14th army corps of Thomas's army
made a successful assault, completely driving from
the field the enemy's right. unel on the 2<1 t.he 20th
corl)5, also of Thomas's comnmnd, entered Atlanta,
alll the cnmpa.igll was ended.

When Gen. Iloorl placed his wh ole forcc across
the railroad north of Atlan ta, and , turning his
cavalry loose in Tennessee. t hreatened to cut off
supplies f rom .Sherm a~l's a.rmy, Gen. Thoma.s was
se nt to NashVIlle. whll e Gen. Shcrman prcpared
for his march to the sea. At t he end of October
tho 4th and 23d co rps were sent to Tennessec, with
ill st rllctions to Gen. Thomas to use them in g uard
ing the line of t he river dlll'ing Sherman's ab
sence. It was supposed that Hood wou ld follow
S herman's a,rmy th rough Georgia, bllt it was soon
fonnd t hat the entire force t hat had confronted
Sherma n on hi s way to Atl a nta wa.s now t·hreaten
ing Thomas. A ll the available troops were concen 
trated, IInl1 flood's ad vance wa.s re~ i sted to th e ut
most. After a series of cscapes from d espemte
hail!\l',ls, n, part of the t wo N n,tiona.L corps ulldc r
Gen. J oh n :VI. Schofield, on the afternoon of 30
Nov., 1864, at F ra nklin, Tenn., signally defeated
t he repeated assau lts of Hood's army, inflict.ing
upon it irrepa,mble losses, including six genprals
kill ed and II large number wound ed. That nigh t
the Nationa l foi'ce retirrcl to Nashville, where i '
was rc-enfo rced by a corps from Missouri and a
division from Chattanooga. Hood boldly advanced
to t he vicinity and fortified himself. Nearlv nil
Tholllao's moun ted force had accompanied SllCr
ma,n, lea ving aU t he remailling ca,valry to be re
mou nted. The troops from Missouri a nd Cha,tta
Ilooga were destit.ute of transportation. Thus in
midwinter. at 200 mil es fmlll the main base of
s uppli es, and in the presence of a bold and act.ive
enemy, he had t hrll st upon him a taok tha,t fIt any
time WIIS almost overwhelming. Some ca lled him
"slow," yet, within two weeks from the d ay wh ell
his un su pplied and dislllounted army reached
Nashvi lle, it. was r oad y to take the fi eld. Bu t
Gen. Gmnt n,t City Point g rew so impat ient over
what he considered ueedless dela.y, that he issued
,a n order dismissing Gen. Thomas ' from command,
and directing him to report t o one of t. he corps
commanders. After a full er explana,tion of the
canses of t he delay, this lInexampl eu order was S11S
pended , b u t. Gen. Grant himself set ou t for the sce ne
·of operMions. A terrible storm of sleet. a nd rain,
freeiling as it f ell , callie up on \) Dec., rend ering a ll
llIovemUllt. impossible. 011 the 14t.h a thaw began.
On t he 15 th aml Hith , in exact accord a nce with
the detailerl order of bilt.tle, the confid ent t roops
or Gen. Thomas, who had ne \'er lost fa.ith in their
leader, by 8kilful and energetic movements, com
pletely overthrc w the last or <ranizecl Confel1erate
arm)" in tho southwest.
A feeble I'emnant, de
spoiled of guns and trn.nsportation, came together
SOllie wee ks later a t Tupelo, Miss., nea rly 250 miles
ih stant. As n.n army it never again took t he fi eld.
~Vh at Gen. Thomas acco mpli shed in this cnlll
plllg-n.. a nd wi th wha t means, ca nnot be better told
tha n III the worlls of his des patch to Gen. Hall eck
on 2 l Dec.: "1 fouO'ht the battles of the 15th and
16th ~v ith t he t roops but partia,lI l' equipped ; a,nd
notwlthstandinO' the incl emenc y of t he wcather
anll the partiR!'" cq uipment, have been enabled to
llnvc the enemy beyond Duc k river, crossing two
~trcallI S with Illy troops without the a id of pon
toOIlS, nn:! with b ut little tra,nsportation to bring
1,1> suppli es of proYi ~ i o ns and a mlllunition. . . .
O? Illue h nrust Il?t be expected of troops t hat
h[1\ e to be icorgalJlZell, espeCIally wh en the~' have
t.he task of destroyinO' 11 force in 11 winter cam
Ptll!\,ll, whic h was on~lbl ecl to' mak e nn obstinat e
reSIstance to twice its numbers in s prill" a nd S UIll
Iller"
. g t hi s g roa.t vidory CHlile'" t,he opcrati . F
. 0 II ow m
. ons of the cavalry as organized by Gen. Thomas
III AI[lbitllltl fInd Georgia, resulting i'n the taking of
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Selma a nd the capture of Jefferson Da,vis. But
the batt,le of )rushville wa s substanti a lly t.he end
of t he rebellion in t hat quarter. F or it he received
t he appointment of major - general in the U. S.
arm)', acco mpanied by t he assurance of the secre
tary of war that" no commander has more justly
earned prolllotion by t1evotcel, llbinterestctl, nnu
valtHlbl e ser vices to hi s co nnt!'y." H e also rece ived
the thanl,s of congress anel cif the legislat ure of
T ~ nn essee , together wit,h a. gold m ed al presenteel
to him by the latter body on the first, alllliversary
of th e baUle.
With the cl o~e of the wa r, Gen. Thoma s bent all
his e ne rgies to the restoration of peace and order
thronghout hi s cOHlmuud. In May. 1869, he was
placed in cOllllJlund of the milibu'y div ision of the
Pacific, a nd held it until his death. Thongh he
had seen lIl orc co ntinuOlls, va ried, a nd active Ser
vice than any o ffi cer of hi s nge lInd rank in the
army, Gen. Thomas was emphatically It lo ver of
JJeuce. His whol e n at ur~ a nd dispositio n were
oruerly. gentle, and kin d ly. He f1bhorreel wa l'. not
merely becanse of its cruelty, but al so because of
the tUl'Ill oil and di sord er it occasioned. Though a
lover of hom e Iiie, he neve r was allowed to renlilin
long in one pl ace, the average lengt.h of time thnt,
he wns stationed at anyone post bei ng less than
five months. H e enjoycd the cahu and peaceful
life of nature, .
lovi ng trees and
fl owers anel the
open a il'. His
range of read
ing was not
very wide, bnt
he 'vas well HC
quaintetl with
na,tllml science,
wa.s a good ge
olog ist, ex pert
in woodcmft,
a nd well versed
ill botuny. The
lIluseumsof the
'Smithsonian in
st.itution con
t,ain rare a nd
cllrious specimens contribut.etl hy him. Tn his own
profession he was thoro ughly trained in all depart
ments. so th nt. when he was plnced in co mm a nd of
a corps, he hud. had persona l expe rience of ever )'
nrm of the servIce. Vi' hen t h" war end ed he was
the only gelleral officer of hig h mnk a nd distinc
ti on (except · Sheridan a nd Hancock) who had
se n 'eel uninterruptedly in the army. He had care
fnlly studied military alld international law. allll
especia-Ill' t h(- constitutioll oJ the U nited States,
and was a t horoug h believer in tire ideas on which
t he g overnment wa s based. No luan was eve r
m a rc scrupulolls to s llborllinate th e mili tary to the
I ciyil power. The geneml of t he a rllly. Iris e la ~s 
mate a nd life-long friend , in announcing his death,
said: "The very impol'sona,tio n of honest.y, integ
rity, a nd honor, he will stand Lo posterit~' as the
beau-ideal of the so ldier a nel gentl emA-ll. Though
he leaves no child to bellI' his nam e, t he old Army
of t.he Cumberland, numbered by tllll~ of thotlsllml;,
ca lled him futher. aml will weep 1'01' him in tears of
lIIil-nl y grief." !fe w,~s buried with a,1l th e hOllors
of his mnk nt 'froy. N . Y., on & L\f.ril. 1870. A
finp, eq nestria n statue. in broll ze, by .. Q. 1\. Warcl,
erected by the soldiers of hi s ,?ld Hrmy, l~ erpetLra.tes
IllS a.ppeal'llnce and fcntures III t he eapltaJ of thc
co untry. (See illu:;trt-lti on.) His biography has been
written by Thoml1s 13. Van Horne (New Yod<, 1882).

H' I

See also .Tohn W . De Peyster's "Sketch of G.
Thomas" (1870) and .Tames A. Garfield's" Oration
before the Society of the Army of the Cumber
land," 25 Nov., 1870 (Cincinnati, 1871).

Thomas, George H.*

[Born in Va. Appointed from Va.]
2nd Lieut. 3rd Artillery, 1 July, 1840. 1st Lieut., 30 April, 1840. Captain, 24
Dec.,1853. Major 2nd Cavalry, ]2 JlIuy, 1655. Lieut. Colonel,25 April,1861.
Colonel, 3 ]1'1[\:', lR(H. 5th Cavalry, B Aug., 1861 . . Brigadier Genl. Vols., 3 AUi;.,

1861. Major Genl. Vols., 25 April, 1862. Brigadier Genl. U. S. .A., 27 Oct., 1863.
Major Genl. U. S. A., 15 Dec., 1864. Died 28 March, 1870. B"evet Rank:-13re
vet 1st Lieut., 6 Nov., 1841, for gallant and good conduct in the Wflr against the
Florida Indians. Brevet Captain, 23 Sept., 1846, for gapant conduct at Mon
t.erey, Mexico. Brevet Major, 23 Feb., 1847, for gallant and meritorious conduct
in the Battle of Buena Vista.

ThomWl, Henry G.
[Born in Maine. Appointed from Maina.]
Captain 5th Maine Vols., 24 June, 1861. Discharged 26 Aug., 1861. Captain 11th
Infantry, {) Aug., 1861. Colonel 79t·h U. S. Colored Troops, 20 !'Iarch, 1863.
Discharged 11 th July, 1863. Colonel 19th U. S. Colored Troops, 16 Jan., 1864.
Brevet :Major, 12 May, 1864, for gallant and meritorious service in the Battle of
Spottsylvania, Va. Brevet Lieut. Colonel, 30 July, 1864, for gallant and merito
rious service in front of Petersburg, Va. Brigadier Gen!. Vols., 80 Nov., 1864.
Discharged as Colonel 19th U. S. Colored Troops, 8 Dec., 1864. Brevet Colonel
and Brevet Brigadier Gen!., 13 March, 1865, for gallant and meritorious service
during the war. Brevpt Major Gen!. Vols., 13 March, 1865, for gallant and meri
torious service during the war. Mustered out as Brigadier Gen!. Vols., 15 Jan.,
1866. Transferred to 20th Infantry, 21 Sept., 1866. Major 41st Infantry, 28 July,
" 1866, declined. Major 4th Infantry, 22 Oct.,1876. Transferred to Pay De
partment, 23 May, 187~ .

THOMAS, John Addison, soldier, b. in Ten
nessee in 1811 ; d. in Paris, France, 26 March, Hl58.
He was graduated at the U. S.. military academy
in 1833, assigned to the 3d artillery, served in
ga,rrison and as assistant instructor of infantry
tactics, and became 2d lieutenant on 1 Dec., 1835,
a,nd 1st lieutenant, 30 June, 1887. In 1840-'1 he
wns assistant professor of geography, history, and
ethics at West Point, and in 1842-'5 he was com
mandant of cadets and instructor of infantry
tactics. He was made capta,in on 19 Nov., 1843,
and resigned on 28 May, 1846, to practise law in
New York city. On 23 July, 184(), he became
colonel of the 4th New York regiment, which had
been raised for the war with Mexico, but was not
mustered into service. He was chief engineer of
New York state in 1853-'4, and from 19 April,
1853, to 15 Jan., 1854, was advocate of the United
States in London, England, under the convention
of 8 Feb.. 1853, with Great Britain for the adjust
ment of American claims. From 1 Nov.,1855, till
4 April, 1857, he was assistant U. S. secret.aryof
state in WlLshington, D. C. He gained reputation
by his report of the convention with Great Britain,
and hv other state a el:S~_________---,

THOMAS, Lorenzo, soldier, b. in New Castle,
Del., 26 Oct., 1804; d: in Wlfshington, D. C., 2
March, 1875. His father, Evan, was of Welsh ex
traction. and served in the militia during the war of
1812, anti nne of his
uncles was a favor
ite officer of Gen.
Washingt.on. He
was at first des
tined for mercan
tile pursuits, but
recei ved an ap
pointment to the
U.S. military acad 
emy, and wasgracl
nated there in 1823.
He served in the
4th infantry in
Florida till '1831,
and a.gnin in the
Florida war of
/;;/J ~
1836 - '7, and as
~. ~/y
chief of stnff of the
~.
army in that state
.
in 183()-'40, becom.
.
Ing captain, 23 Sept., 1836, nnd major on the staff
und assista.nt adjutant-general, 7 July, 1838. He
there did duty in the last-named office at Washing

ton till the Mexican war, in which he was chief of
staff of Gen. William O. Butler in 1846-'8, and of
the Army of Mexico till June, 1848, and received
the brevet of lieutenant-colonel for gallantry at
Monterey. He was then 'adjutant-general at army
headquarters, Washington, till 1853, and chief of
staff to Gen. Winfield Scott till 1861, when he was
brevetted brigadier-general on 7 May, a.nd made
adjutant-general of the army on 3 Allg., with the
full rank of brigadier-general. Here he served till
1863, when he was intrusted for two yea.rs with
the organization of colored troops in t he sou them
states. When President Johnson removed Edwin
M. Stanton from his post as secretar), of war he
appointed Gen. Thomas secreta.ry ad i1ite1'im, 21
Feb., 1868, but., owing to Stanton's refusal -to va
cate, Thomas did not enter on the office. He was
brevetted major-general, United States army, on
13 Mn.rch, 1865, for services during the civil war,
amI on 22 Feb., 1869, he was retired.

Thomas, Lorellzo.*

[Born in De!. Appointed from Del.]
2nd Liellt. 4th Infantry, 1 July, 1823. 1st Lieut., 17 Mareh, 1829. Captain. 23 Sept.,
1836. Brevet Maj0r Asst. Adjt. Gen!., 7 July, 1838. :Major 4th Infantry, I -Jan.,
1848. Lieut. Colonel Asst. Adjt. Genl., 15 July, 185:!. Colonel Adjt. Gen!., 7
March, 1861. Brigadier Genl., Acljt. Genl., 3 A ug_, 1861. Retired 22 Feb., 1869.
Died 2 March, 187.5. B1'evet Rank, :-Brevet Lieut. Colonel,23 Sept., 1846, for
gallant and meritorious conduct at Monterey. Brevet Brigadier Genl., 7 May,
1861. Brevet Major Genl., 13 March, 1865, for faithful and meritorious service
_ _ _ _d_u_rm
_· -"g,--the war._ _ __ _

THOMAS, Stephen, soldier, b. in Bethel, Wind
sor co., Vt., 6 Dec.. 1809. He received a com mOIl
sc hool education, and was apprent iced to the t rad e
of woollen manufacturing. He served in the legis
latll1'e in 1838- '9, 1845- '6, and 1860-'1, was a dele
gate to the State constit utional conventions of
1844 and 1851, state senator in 1848- '9, reltister of
the probate court of Omnge county in 1842-'6, and
judge of the same in 1847-'9. On 12 Noy., 1861,
he \Vas appo inted colonel of volunteers, and en
listed a regiment of infantry and two batteries.
He was must.ered into the U. S. service on 21 J an.,
1862, comm anding the 8th Vermont regiment. and
was mustered ou t on 21 J an., 1865. On 1 Feb.,
1865, he was appoin ted brigadier-general of yolun
teers and served un til 24 Aug., 1865. In 1867-'8
he \Va lieutenan t-governor 6f Vermont. From
1870 till 1877 he was U. S. pension-agent, and since
then has engaged in farmi ng in Verm ont

THOMPSON, Merriwether J eft·, soldier, h. in
Harper's l~erry, Va., 22 Jan., 1826: d. in St. Joseph,
Mo., in July, 1876. He was educated in the com
mon schools, was mayor of the city of St. Joseph,
Mo., in 1859, and was appointed brigadier-general
in the Missouri state guards early in 1861, and in
the Confederate army in October of that ycar. He
was a most successful scout and partisa.n officer,
anci a,chieved frequent successes by strategy and
daring against greatly superior forces. He was
held in high rega,rd by Gen. Sterling Price and
Gen. Leonidas Polk, under both of whom he servello
He recruited his command personally, and, as a
rule, clothed, armed, and subsisted them without
expense to the Confederate government. He was
the inventor of a hemp-break, which is now in -gen
eral nse, and un improved pistol-lock. He sur
veyed, as ci viI engineer, the greater part of the
Hannibal and St. Joseph railroad and parts of the
Kansas and Nebraska road.

Charles My .....,/soldier, b. in Lexington, Ky., 22
Feb., 1789; d. in Cumberland, Md .. 18 Feb., 1873,
entered the U. S. mili tary academy in 1813, and in
July, 1814, WRS commissioned as lieutenant of ar·
tillery, ><nd s,igned to duty on GOYel'llor's island,
New York' "('r, where he was engaged in erect
ing fori: ' (;w~ivu!3 till the close of the war with
Grea,t Britain. He became adjutant of his regi
ment in 1821, and during the Florida war in 1835-'6
was acting adj utant-geneml of the F'lorida a,rmy.
Resigning on 31 Aug.• 1836, he settled on a farll1
at Cumbel'iand, Md. He became president of a bank
in 1838, and mayor in 1861. At the beginning of

t,he civil war he entered the volunteer service as
brigadier-general, and served in guarding the Bal
timOI'e and Ohio railroad till April, 1862, when he
resi~ned,-Buckner's grandson, Gates Phillips,
soldIer, b, in Dayton, Ohio, 11 June, 1835, was
graduated at Miami university in 1855, studied
law, and began practice in Dayton, where he en
tered the volunteer service at the beginning of the
civil war as a captain in the 1st Ohio infantry, He
was promoted major and assistant adjutant-general
on 4 Sept" 1863, and subseqnently lieutenant-colo
nel, for special. acts of gallantry at Shiloh and
Stone River, and was brevetted colonel and briga
dier-general of volunteers for gallant.ry at Chicka
mauga, Since the war he has followed his profes
sion at Nashville, Tenn, He is corresponding sec
retary of the Tennessee historical society, has con
tributed articles on military history and other
subjects to northern and southern magazines, and
has in preparation an i\lustl'ated work on the
mound-builders, describing recent discovcries m
the vicinity of Nashville and elsewhere,

bany, 1829). - His grandson, William Batl"er.
soldier, b. in Hoosick, N. Y., 31 March, 1837; ~. in
Troy, N. Y., 10 Feb., 1880, was graduated aL Union
in 1859, began the study of law, a.nd engaged in
manufacturing. At President Lincoln's first call
for troops he recruited a company, and was mus
tered int.o the service as capta.in on 14 May, 1861.
He was engaged at Big Bethel, Fair Oaks, Malvern
Hill, Bristow Station, and the second battle of Bull
Run, was promot.ed major of the 2d New York vol
unteer infantry on 13 Oct., 1862, participated in
the batt.les of Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville,
and, when his term of service expired, raised a regi
ment that was called the Griswold light cavalry, of
which he was made colonel, his commission dating
from 20 Noy., 1863. He served under Gen. Julius
Stahel, first encountering the enemy at New Mar
ket on 15 May, 1864. He was present at Piedmont
on 5 June, was constantly engaged during the
following lhree months, tn.king part in numerous
act.ions, and was brevetted brigadier-general of
volunteers on 17 Nov. At the close of the war he
was ordered to the west with his command. He
was brevetted major-general of volunteers on 13
:.\fluch, 1865, commissioned as brigadier-general on
18 Oct., 1865, and mustered out on 15 Jan., 1866,
returning to 'l'roy with health impaired by injuries
recei ved in the service.

TIDBALL, John Cltltlwell, soldier. b. in Ohio
county. Va. (now W. Va.), 25 Jan., 1825. He was
gradunted at the U. S. military academy in 1848,
being assigned to the 3d a.rtillery. He served at
the various stations of his regiment until 1861,
when, having attained the rank of captain. he was
placed in command of n, battery, and en!l'~1-ged in
the principal actions of the Army of the J:'otomac
from the battle of Bull Run until and iIlcllllling
the battle of Gettysbmg in 1863. During the lat
ter part of the campnign in Pennsylvanin, Cn,pt.
'l'idbn,ll comm,wded n, brigade of horse n,l'tillel'Y.
He was appointed colonel of the 4th New York
\"olunteel' n,rtillery, 28 A lIg., 1863, and commanded
the artill ery of the 2d corps of the Army of the
Potomac during the Richmond ca mpai~n, includ
ing th e battles of the Wilderness and tIle siege of
P etersburg. He was cornmn,ndant of cadets at
''''est POilit from 10 July till 22 Sept., 1864, and

led the artillery of the 9th corps from 9 Oct., 1864.
till 2 April, 1865, in the operatlOn ~ that terminated
in the surrender of Lee at A ppolllattox. After he
was mustered out of th e volunteer se rvice he com
manded his battCl'y at th e presidio of San Fran
·cisco until his promotion in February, 1867, to
major of the 2d artillery, thence serving in COI11
mand of t he di ~ trict of Asto ria and Alaska, and
the post of R!'I leigh, N. C., and as superintendent
.of IIrtillery instrllction at the U. S. artillery-schoo l
.at Fort Monroe, V!,\., till Janu ary. 1880. H e wa s
then a ppointed aide-de-camp to th e general of the
.army, with mnk of colon el, sel'ving until 8 F eb.,
1884. He became lieutembllt-culon el of the 3d ar
tillery, 30 June, 1882, and colonel of the 1st arti l
lcrv, 22 March, 1885, and has commanded the !U'
-tiliery-school a.nd post of Fort Monroe since 1 NOI'.,
1883. In 1889 he will be retired from active service.
He has received the brevets of brigadi er-genera.l of
volunteers for gallant and di stinguished services
at Spottsylvania, major-genera.! of volunteers for
-services at Fort Sedgwick. major in the regular
.army for Gaines's Mills, lieutenant-colonel for An
tietam, colonel for gallantry at Fort Steelman, and
brigad ier-general, 13 March, 1865, for gallant a.nd
meritorious services during the rebellion. Gen.
'T idball is t he author of a. "Manual of Heavy Ar
tillery Service" which has been adopted by the
'wa,r department (Wasl~in gton, 1880).

Tidball, John C.*

Leorn ill Va. Appoiuted from Ohio.)
Brevet 2nd Lieut. 3rd Artillery, 1 July, 1848. 2nd Lieut. 2nd Artillery, 14 Feb., 1840.
1st Lieut., 3111'Iarch, 1853. Captain, 14 May, 1861. Captain 12th Infantry, 14 May,
1861, declined. Brevet Major, 27 June, 1862, for gallant and meritorious service
in the Battle of Gaines' Mills, Va. Brevet Lieut. Colonel, 17 Sept., 1862,for gal
lant and meritorious service in the Battle of Antietam, Md. Colonel 4th N. Y.
Artillery, 28 Aug., 1863. Brevet Brigadier Genl. Vols., 1 Aug., 1864, for gallant
and distinguished service in the Battles oftbe Potomac, Spottsylvania C. H., and
during the operations in front of P etersburg, Va. Brevet Colonel, 13 March,
1865, for gallant and meritorious service during the rebel attack on Fort
Steedman, Va. Brevet Brigadier Genl., 13 March, 1865, for gallant and merito
rious service in the field during the war. Brevet Major GenJ., 2 April, 1865, for
gallant and meritorious service at Forts Steedman and Sedgwick, Va. Mustered
out of Voluntee.r service, 20 Sept., 1865. Major 2nu Artillery, 5 Feb., 1867.

'fILLSON, DaYis, soldier, b. in Rockland. Me.,
14 April, 1830. He entered the U. S. military
academy in 1849, but two years later, having in
jured his foot so that it required amputation, he
resigned. In 1857 he was elected to the Maine
legislature, and in 1858 became adjntant-geneml
of the state. On the inauguration of President
Lincoln he was appointed collector of customs of
the Waldoboro district, which place he resigned in .
1861 to become captain of the ' 2d Maine battery.
He went to Washington in April, 1862 (having
been detained in Maine during the winter. owing
to the threatened difficnlty with England on ac
count of the "Trent" affair), a.nd was assigned to
the Army of the Rappahannock under Gen. Irvin
McDowell. On 22 May he was promoted major

and made chief of artillery in Gen. Edward O. C.
Ord's division. Aft.er the battle of Cedar Moun
tain, 9 Aug., 1862, he was assigned to Gen. McDow
ell's staff as chid of artillery, in whi ch capacity he
served during th e three days' artillery fight at
Rappahannock Station, and then at th e second bat
tle of Bull Run. Subsequently, until April. 1863,
he wa,~ inspector of a rtill ery, and i.n January was
made lieutenant-colonel, and on 29 March wns or
dered to Cincinnati, having been commissioned
brigadier-general to date from 29 Nov., 1862, and
made chief of artillery for fortifications in the De
partment of th e Ohio. He had charge of the de
fences of Cincinnati and the works on th e Louis
"ille and Nashville railroad, and rai sed and organ
ized two regiments of heavy artillery. In Decem
ber, 1863, he was ordered to Knoxvi1l e, Tenn.,
where he supervised various works and was given
a brigade in t.he 23d army corps, which he com
manded in several engagements with Confederate
cavalry and irregular troops during the winter of
1863-'4. lIe continued in charge of the works in
this district, which were officially commended as
the best in the military division of the MiSSissippi,
and also organized the 1st U. S. heavy artillery of
colored troops and the 3d North Carolina mounted
infantry. Subsequently he had com man d of the
District of East Tennessee until early in 1865, when
he was transferred to the 4th division of the De
partment of the Cumberland, and held that com
mand until the close of the war. He then offered
his resignation; but his services were retained. and
he remained on duty until 1 Dec., 1866, in charge
of the freedmen's bureau at Memphis, and subse
9,uently in Georgia. For a year he remained in
Georgia after his resignation, ellga~ed in cotton
planting, but then disposed of his lllterests there
and returned to Rockland, Me., where he has since
been engaged in the granite business.

TODD, John Blair Smith, soldier, b. in Lex
ington, Ky., 4 April, 1814; d. in Yankton, Dakota,
5 Jan., 1872. He went with his parents to Illinois
in 1827, and from that state to the U. S. military
academy, where he was graduated in 1837 and as
signed to the 6th infantry. He was made 1st lieu
tenant on 25 Dec., served with his regiment in the
Florida war frol11 1837 till 1840, was on recruiting
service during part of 1841, and in active service
in the Florida war during the remainder of that
year and part of 1842. He was made captain in
1843, and was on frontier duty in Indian territory
and Arkansas until 1846. He served in the war
with Mexico in 1847, taking part in the !'iege of
Vera Cruz and the battles of Cerro Gordo and
Amazoque. He was on garrison and frontier duty
till 1855, whe.n he was engaged in the action of
Blue Water against the Sioux India.ns. He re
signed on 16 Sept., 1856, and was an Indian trader
at Fort Randall, Dakota, from that date till 1861,

when he tool( his s~at as a delegate to congress,
having been chosen as a Democrat. He served in
the civil war as brigadier-general of volunteers
from 19 Sept., 1861, till 17 J nly, 1862, an d was in
command of the North Missouri district from 15
Oct. to 1 Dec., 1861. He was again a delegate in
congress in 1863-'5, was elected speaker of the
house of representatives of Dakota in 1867, and
was governor of the territory in 1869-'71.

and a regent of the 'State Hni versity. -=- Daniel's
nephew, Da.niel D., soldier, b. in New York in
1799; d. in Brooklyn, N. Y., 26 Feb., 1863, was
graduated tIt the U. S. military academy in 1820,
entered the ordnance corps, arid on the reorgani
zation of the army was made 2d lieutenant of

artillery, the ordnance department being at that
time merged in the artillery, with commission dat
ing from 1 July, 1821 He was promoted 1st lieu
tenant on 1 March, 1825, and captain on 31 Dec.,
1835, and in the Florida war against the Seminole
Indians distinguished himself in the skirmish at
San Velasco, in the battle of Wa.hoo Swamp, and
in other actions, and was brevetted major on 11
Sept., 1836. He was appointed captain and assist
ant quartermaster on 7 July, 1838, became a major
on the staff on 22 July, 1842, and during the Mexi
can war had charge of the forwarding of supplies
from Philadelphia, receiving the brevet of lieuten
ant-colonel on 30 May, 1848, for meritorious per
formance of duties connected with the prosecution
of the war. He was made a full lieutenant-colonel
on 16 Sept., 1851, and colonel and assistant quar
termaster-general on 22 Dec., 1856, and from the
beginning of the civil war till the time of his
death he served as depot quartermaster in New
York city, furnishing supplies to the armies in the
field.-A son of the second Daniel D., Charles
H., soldier, b. in Fort Monroe, Va., 12 Sept., 1830,
was educated at Kinsley's school at West Point,
N. Y., and for two years at the U. S. military acad
emy, but resigned without completing the course.
He entered the service in 1856 in the dra.goons, and
lI.fter an enlistment of three years on the frontier,
during which he passed through the principal non
commissioned grades, he was appointed 2d lieuten
ant in the 2d U. S. cavalr)', 23 March, 1861, and
was promoted 1st lieutenant in April of the same
year. While commanding a squadron of his regi
ment, the 5th cavalry, within the defences of Wash
ington, he made a dashing reconnoissance in the
direction of Fairfax .CoUl't-House, Va., 31 May,
1861. It. was at night and resulted in the capture
of two outposts of the enemy, with an estimated
loss of twenty-five Confederates. Lieut. Tompkins
charged thr~e times through the town, losing sev
eral men and horses, including two chargers which
were shot under him. As one of the first cava,l ry
affairs of the war, it attracted wide attention. Sub
sequently he served in the battle of Bull Run and
lIpon the staff of Gen. George Stoneman. He was
appointed captain and assistant quartermaster,
served for a few months as colonel of the 1st Ver
mont cavalry, as lieutenant-colonel and quarter
master of volunteers in 18u5-'6, and colonel and
quartermaster in . 1866-'7. He was made deputy
quartermaster-genera,l in the regula,r army in 1866,
and assistant quartermaster-general with rank of
colonel, 24 Jan., 1881. He participat.ed in the
operations of Gen. Nathaniel P. Banks and Gen.
John Pope in the Shenandoah campaign, and was
recommended for the appointment of bl'i~adier
general of volunteers for conspicuous serVICes at
the battle of Cedar Creek, Vlt. He has served from
1865 till 1888 as chief qua.rtermaster of the prin
cipalmilita,I'Y divisions of the army, and was at tbe
last-named date chief quartermaster of the divis
ion of the Atlantic. He was brevetted major for
Fairfax Court-House, lieutenant-colonel for the
Shenandoah campaign, and colonel and brigadier
general, 13 March, 1865, for meritorious services
durin!l" the war.
'

J

Tompkins, Charles H.

.
[Born in Va. Appointed from N. Y.]
Private Co. F, 1st Dragoons, 21 Jan.,1856. Corporal, 17 Oct., 1856. Sergeant, 1
Oct., 1859. Discharged 10 Jan., 1861. 2nd Lieut. 2nd Cavalry, 23 March, 1861.
1st Lieut., 30 April, 1861. 5th Cavalry, 3 Aug., 1861. Regimental Qua.rter
master, 28 Aug., 1861, to 13 Nov., 1861. Captain Asst. Quartermaster, 13 Nov.,
1861. Colonel 1st Vt. Cavalry, 24 ApI·il, 1862. Resigned Volunteer commission, 9
Sept., 1862. Brevet Major, 13 March, 1865, for gallant conduct at Fairfax C. H.,
Va., 31 May, 1861. Brevet Lieut. Colonel, 13 March, 1865, for meritoriolls service
in the campaigns of GenIs. Banks and McDowell, in 1862 and 1863. Brevet
Colonel, 13 March, 1865, for meritorious service in the Quartermaster"s Depart
ment in 1863, 1864, 1865. Brevet Brigadier Genl., 13 March, 1865, for faithful
and meritorious service during the war. Lieut. Colonel Quartermaster, 1 July,
1865, to 11 June, 1866. Colonel Quartermaster, (Act 4 July, 1864,) 13 June,
1866. Lieut. Colonel Deputy Quartermaster Genl., 29 July, 1866. Relieved as
Colonel Quartermaster, (Act 4 July, 1864,) 1 .Jan., 1867.

~

Tompkins, Daniel D.*

[Born in N. Y. Appointed from N. Y.]
3rd Lieut. Ordnance, 1 July, 1820. 'l'ransferred to 2nd Artillery, 1 June, 1821.
Transferred to 1st Artillery, 16 Aug., 1821. 1st Lieut., 1 :lIfarch, 182G. Captain,
31 Dec.• 1835. Captain Asst. Quartermaster, 7 July, 1838. :Major Quartermas
ter, 22 July, 1842. Lieut. Colonel Deputy Quartermaster Gen!.. 16 Sept., 1851.
Colonel Asst. Quartermaster Gen!., 22 Dec., 1856. Died 26 Feb., 1868. Brevet
Rank :-·Brevet Major, 11 Sept., 1836, for gallant and meritorions conduct in war
against Florida Indians. Brevet Lieut. Colonel, 30 May, 1848, for meritorious
conduct in the war with Mexico.

TORBERT, Alfred Thomas Arcliimedes, sol
dier, b. in Georgetown, Del., 1 July. 1833; d. at
sea, 30 Sept., 1880. He was graduated at the U. S.
military academy in 1855, assigned to the 5th in-.
fan try, served on frontier duty during the next
fi 1'0 years in Tex
as and Florida,
on the Utah ex
pedition, and in
New Mexioo, be
ing promoted 1st
lieutenant,
25
Feb., 1861. In
April, 1861, he
was sent to mus
ter in New Jer
sey volunteers,
and was made
oolonel, on 16
Sept., of the 1st
New Jersey regi~
ment.
On 25
Sept., 1861, he
was promoted to
captain in t h e '
.
5th U. S. infantry. Col. Torbert served through
the peninsula campaign, was given a brigade in
the 6th corps on 28 Aug., 1862, and fought in the
battle of Manassas on the two following days.
He also took part in t he Maryland campaign,
and was wounded at the battle of Crampton's
Gap, 14 Sept., where he made a brilliant bayonet
charge. He was commissioned brigadier-general
of volunteers on 29 Nov., 1862, and was at Gettys
burg. He fought his last battle in the infantry
at Rappahannock station, 7 Nov., 1863, and ill
April, 1864, was placed in command of the 1st
division of cavalry of the Army of the Potomac,
participating in the skirmishes at Milford station
and North Anna river. He commanded at Hano
vertown, and then participated in the cavalry bat
tle at Hawes's shop, 28 May, 1864, for which he
wa·s brevetted lieutenant-colonel, U. S. army. He
also repelled the enemy at Matadeqnin creek, 30
May, and drove them close to Cold Harbor. He
took that place on the 31st with cavalry alone,
after a severe fight, before the arrival of the infant
ry, and held it the next day against repeated as
saults. He was now ordered by Gen. Sheridan, with
another division, to make a mid to Charlottes\'iIIe,
had the advance, and commanded at Trevillian
station on 11 June. On 8 Aug., 1864, Gen. Torbert
was made chief of cavalry of the middle military
division, and given command of three divisions
when Gen. Sheridan took command of the Army
of the Shenq.ndoah. 'When Sheridan WHS closely
pressed at Winchester, Torbert was specially active
with the cavalry amI aided in putting the enemy
to flight, for which he was brevetted colonel on HJ
Sept., 1864. He had been brevetted major-general
of volunteers on the previous 9 Sept. Returning

d.4 ~/--

through the valley, he halted after several actions
at the command
Gen. Sheridan, and fought the
cavalry battle lit Tom's river on 9 Oct., completely
routing Gen. Thomas L. Rosser's command, and
pursuing it many miles. On 19 Oct., at Cedar
Creek, Gen. Torbert assisted the 6th corps in hold
ing the pike to Winchester against desperate as
saults. He commanded at Liberty Mills !Lnd Gor
donsville on 22-23 Dec., 1864, whell his active se r
vice ended. After his return from a leave of ab
.sence on 27 Feb., 1865, he was in command of the
Army of the Shenandoah, 22 April till 12 July,
1865, of the district of Winchester till 1 Sept., and
of southeastern Virginia till ill Dec. On 13 March,
1865, he was brevetted brigadier - general, U. S.
.Ilrmy, for ·Cedar Creek, and major-general for gal
lant and meritorious services during the war. He
was mustered out of the vol.untee r service, 15 Jan.,
1866, and resigned from the regular army, 31 Oct.,
1866. He was appointed in 1869 minister to San
Salyador, transferred liS consul-geueral to Hayana
two years lat.er, and filled the same post at Paris
from 1873 till his resignation in 1878. He lost his
life, while on his way to :iYIexico as president of a
milling company, on the stea mer .. Vera Cruz,"
which foundered off the coast of Florida.

of

Torbert. Alfred T. A.*

[Born ill Del. Appointed irom Ded
Brevet 2nd Lieut. 2nd Infantry. 1 July, 1855. 2ud Lieut. 5th Infantry, 19 July,
1855. 1st Lieut., 25 Feb., 1861. Captain Asst. Quartermaster, 3 Aug., to 25
Sept., 1861. Captain 5th Infantry, 25 Sept., 1861. Resigned 81 Oct., 1866.

Brevet Rank:-Brevet 1\'1ajor, 4. .July, 1863, for gallant and meritorious :!e~'\' ice at
the Battle of Gettysburg, Penn. Brevet Lieut. Colonel, 28 May, 1864., for gallant
and meritorious service at the Battle of Hawes' Shop, Va. Brevet Colonel,19
Sept., 1864, for g,tllant and meritorious scrvice at the Battle of IVinchester, Va.
Brevet Brigadier Gen!., 13 1I1arch, 1865, for gallant and meritorious service at
the Battle of <:edar Creek, Va. Brevet :M:ajor Genl., 13 1\'1arch, 1865, for gallant
and meritorious service in the field during the war.
.

TOTTEN, James, soldier, b. in Pittsburg, Pa.,
11 Sept., 1818; d. in Sedalia, Mo., 1 Oct., 1871. He
was graduated at the U. S. military academy in
1841, became 1st lieutenant in 1847, engaged in
-the Florida war against the Seminole Inditms in
1849-'50, and became captain in 1855. He aided
-in quelling the Kansas disturbances in 1857-'8, aml
in expelling intruders from the Indian reserves in
Kansas and Arkansas in 1860. While in com
mand of Little Rock arsenal in February, 1861, he
was compelled to evacuate that post by a superior
Confederate force under Gov. Henry l\I. Rector.
He served under Gen. Nathaniel Lyon and Gen .
.John C. Fremont in -the military operations in
Missouri as chief of artillery. was engaged at Camp
Jackson, Booneville, and -Wilson's Creek, and in
June was brevetted major in the U. S. army for
Camp Jackson, and lieutenant-colonel in August,
1861, for" gallant and meritorious service" in all
these actions. He became major in the 1st Mis
souri volunteers, 10 Aug., 1861, licutenant-colonel
the next month, and assistant inspector-general,
-with the rank of major, in November. On 12 Feb.,
1862, he became brigadier-general of Missouri
militia, in command of the central district of the
state. He then enga-~ed in several actions on the
frontier and in pursUIt of the enemy beyond Bos
ton mountains, Ark., became inspector-general of
the Department of the Missouri in May, 1863, and
·chief of artillery and chief of ordnance in 1864.
He was brevetted colonel, U. S. army, on 13 March,
1865, "for gallant and meritorious conduct during
the siege of Mobile, Ala.," and on the same day
brigadier-general in the U. S. army" for gallant
and meritorious service in the field" during the
civil war. He was inspector-general of the Mili
tary division of the Atlantic from 15 Aug., 1865,
till 27 Aug., 1866, and became lieutenant-eoloncl,
U. S. army, !1l1d assista.nt inspector-general, 13 June,
1867. In 1870 he was retired.-His SOil, Charles
Adiel Lewis, inventor, b. in New London, Conn.,
3 Feb., 1851, was graduated at the U. S. military
-academy in 1873, was professor of military science
and tactics in the Massachusetts agricultural col
lege at Amherst in 1875-'8, and occupied a similar
chair in St. Paul's cathedral school, Garden City,
N. Y., in 1883-'6. He is now 1st lieutenant in the
4th artillei·y. He served in the Bannock campaign
in 1878, anel in the Chiricahua campaign in 1881.
In 1.877 he patented an improvement in explosives,
one in collimating sights, one in signal-shells, and
several minor inventions. He patented "Strate
gos," a war-game, in 1880, tl system of weights and
measures in 1884, and improvements in linear and
other scales in 1885. Trinity gave-him the degree
-of A. M. in 1885. He has written extensively on
pyramid explorations, lectured in favor of Prof.
Piazzi Smyth's pyramid theories, a.nd for several
years was chairman of the committee on pyramid
-exploration in the International institute for pre
serving Anglo-Saxon weights and measures. His
pUblications include "Strategos, _the American
War-Game" (2 vols., New York, 1880); "An Im
portant Question in Metrology," a plea for the
_Anglo-Saxon against the metric system (1883); ancl,
lmder the ~en-name of Ten Alcott, "Gems, 'ralis
mans, and Guardians, the Facts, Fancies, Legcnds,

-and I;o;e of, Nativity" (1887).

Totten, .lame•.'"

[Born in Penn. Appointed from Va.]
Brevet 2nd Lieut. 2nd Artillery, 1 Jnly,1841. 2nd Lieut., 17 Aug., 1842. 1st
Lieut.• 3 March,1847. Captain,20 Oct., 185.'>. Major Asst. Inspector GeD!., 12
Nov.,1861. Lieut. Oolonel, 13 June, 1867. Dismissed 22 July, 1870. Brevet
Rank:-Brevet ~Iajor, 17 June, 18C1, for gallant and meritorious service in
;;.ction at Boonevme, lIio. Brevet Lieut. Colonel. 10 Aug., 1861, for gallant and
meritorious service at the Battle of Wilson's Creek, Mo. Brevet Colonel, 13
March, 1865, for gallant and meritorious service during the Siege of Mobile,
Ala. Brevet Brigadier Gen!., 13 lITarch, 1865, for gallant and meritorious ser
vice in the field during the war.

'rOTTEN, Joseph Gilbert, soldier. b. in New
Haven, Conn., 23 Aug., 1788; d. in Washington,
D. C., 22 April, 1864. H e received his earliest

I

education under the direction of his maternal uncle,
Jared Mansfield, by whom he was brought up after
the death of his mother. After his uncle's occu
pat,ion of the chair of mathematics at the (T. S.
military academy the boy received an appointment
from Connecticut
as cadet. In 1805
he was graduated
and promoted 2d
lieutena.nt in the
corps of engineers.
Meanwhile Capt.
Mansfield, having
been made survey
or-general of Ohio
and the western ter
ri tories, obtained
the services of his
nephewassecretary
of the first syste
matic survey of any
of the new states,of
I'~
.
the Union. While
holding this place
/tl7.
he resigned in 1806
from the a.rrny, but
returned to the engineering corps two years later,
and began his career as a mili tary engineer under
Col. Jonathan ·Williams. His first work was on
the construction of Castle Williams and Fort Clin
ton in New York harbor, of which he had special
supervision in 1808-'12; and in July, 1810, he was
promoted 1st lieutenant. During the war of 1812
he served as chief engineer of the army under Gen.
Stephen Van l'tensselaer on the Niagara frontier,
and participated in the battle of Queenstown. Sub
sequently he was chief engincer of the army under
Gen. Henry Dearborn in 1813, and of that under
Gen. Alexa.nder MRcomb in 1814. His services
gRined for him promotion to captain, Rnd the
brevets of major in 1813 and lieutemmt-colonel
for his conduct at Plattsburg in 1814. At the
close of the WRr he returned to duties in connec
tion with the NRtional coast defences Rlld served
chiefly at Newport, R. I., where he had chRrge of
the construction of Fort Adams until 7 Dec., 1838,
when, having passed through the grades of mRjor
in 1818 andlieuten,mt-colonel in 1828, he was ap
pointed colonel and chief engineer of the U. S.
army. In connection with the labors incidental
to this office, he was intrusted with the inspector
ship a,nd supervision of the U. S. military Rcademy,
which duties he filled until his death. At the be
ginning of the Mexican war he WRS called by Gen.
Winfield Scott to take charge of the engineering
operations of the army that was to invade Mexico.
In this capRcity he directed the siege of Vera Cruz,
for \\;hich he was brevetted brigadier-general. He
then returned to his officiRI duties in Washington,
lllld, in addition to his regular work, was H. member
of the lis-ht-house board in 1851-'8 and 1860-'4,
Rlso servmg in 1855 as a state commissioner for
the preservation of the harbor of New York, and
later in similar eapacity in Boston. In 1859-'61
he made R reconnoissance of the Pacific coast of
the United States to determine the requisites for
its defence, and inspecting fortifications. After
the beginning of the civil WRr he bRd charge of
the engineer bnreau in W Rshington, and acted on
varions milita.ry commissions. When the corps
of engineers and that of topographicaJ engineers
were eonsolidated in 1863, he was made brigadier
genera.l on 3 March, and for his long, faithful,
and eminent services was brevetted major-general
on 21 April, 1864. He was one of the regents of
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the Smithsonian institution from its establishment
in 1846 until his death. Gen. Totten was inter
ested in natural science and was an authority on
the conchology of the northern coast of the United
States, publishing occasional papers, in which he
desctibed hitherto unknown species. The Gemma
Tottenii and the Succinea Tottenii were so llIuned
in his honor. He also published papers on miner
alogy. The degree of A. iVl. was conferred on him
by Brown in 1829, and. in addition to membership
in other scientific societies, he was named by act of
congress in 1863 one of the corporate members of
the National academy of sciences. He published
papers on scientific subjects, which appeared in
transactions of societies of which he was a member.
and various reports on national defences; and
translated from the French" Essays on Hydraulic
and Other Cements" (New York, 1842). See a sketch
by Gen. John G. Barnard in "Biographical Me
moirs of the National Academy of Sciences "
(Washing-t.on,1877).

Totten, Joseph G.*

[Born in Conn. Appointed from Conn.]
2nd Lieut. En?ineers, 1 July, 1805. Resigned 31 March, 1806. 2nd Lieut. Engi
neers, 23 Feb., 1808. 1st Lieut., 23 July, 1810. Captain, 31 .July, 1812. Major,
12 Nov.,1818. Lieut. Colonel, 24 May,1828. Colonel Chief Engineer, 7 Dec.,
·1838. Brigadier Genl., Chief of Engineers, 3 lI'Iarch, 1863. Died 22 April, 1864.
Brevet Rank :-Brevet :Mnjor, G .T I1:1e, 1813, for meritorious service. Brevet
I,ient. Colonel, 11 Sept., 1814, for ~allant. conduct at the Battl e of Plattsburg,

Brevet Colonel, 11 Sept., 1824, for ten years faithful service in one grade. Bre
vet Brigadier ~enl. , 29 March, 1847, for gallant and meritorious conduct at the
Siege of Vern Cruz. Brevet Major Genl., 21 April, 1864, for long, faitbful
anel eminent service..
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