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STONE, Charles Pomeroy, soldier, b. in Green­
field, Mass., 30 Sept., 1824; d. in New York city, 
24 J!ln., 1887. He was graduateu at the U. S. mili­
tnry academy in 1845, assigned to the ordnance, 
and served in the 
war with Mexico, 
being brevetted 1st 
lieutenant,8 Sept., 
1847, for gallant 
and meritorious 
conduct at. the bat­
tIe of Molino del 
Rey, and captain, 
13 Sept., for the 
battle of Chupnl­
tepec. He also 
partici pated in the 
siege of Vera Cruz 
tmd the assault 
and capture of the 
city of Mexico. He 
wason duty at Wa- ~ 
tervliet arsenal, N. 
Y., till 15 Sept.. 
1848, on leave of 
absence to visit Europe for the purpose of improve­
ment in his J;>rofession and the ga.ining of general 
information till 13 Mal', 1850, and on duty at Wa­
t.ervliet and Fort Monroe arsenals in 1850. Under 
orders of the secretary of war he embarked men 
anu storcs, and conducted them to California 1ia 
Cape Hom till August, 1851, after which, till 27 
Jan., 1856, he was in charge of construction and in 
command of Benicia a.rsenal, and chief of ordnance 
of the Dh'ision and Department of the Pacific. 
He resigned, 17 Nov., 1856, and from March, 1857, 
till 31 Dec., 1860, WI'S chief of the scientific com­
mission for the survey and exploration of the state 
of Sonora, Mexico. On 1 Ja,n., 1861, he was appoint­
ed colonel and inspector-general of the District of 
Columbia milit.ia., and was engaged, under the or­
ders of Gen. Winfield Scott, in disciplining volun­
teers from 2 Jan. till 16 April, 18tH. He was a.p­
pointed colonel of the 14th infantry, 14 May, 1861, 
n.nd given charge of the outposts and defences of 
Washington. I-Ie commanded the Rockville expedi­
tion and enga.g!'u in the skirmi8hes of Edward's aud 
Conrad's Ferry in June, and Harper's Ferry, 7 July, 
1861, led a briglllle in Gen. Robel·t Patterson', op­
erations in the Shenandoah valley, commanded the 
corps of observu.tion of thc Army of t.he Potomac 
from 10 Aug., 1861, till 9 Feb.. 1862, and on 20 Oct., 
1861, was ordered by Gcn. McClellan to keep a good 
lookout and ma.ke a feint of crossing the Potomac 
at ]3>1I1's muff. Gen. McClella.n, in his report of 
this disastrous affair, sa.ys: " I did not · direct him 
to cross, nor diu I intend that he should cross the 
ri"er in force for t.he purpose of fighting." After 
having mn.c1e the feint, Gen. Stone, it appears, was 
led to believe that the enemy might be sllrprised, 
and accordingly caused n part of bis command to 
cross the Potomac in the night. The enemy at­
tacked in force at daybreak of t.he 21st, and pushed 

http:milit.ia


the N ationltl troops in to the river with great loss. 
Gen. St.one was continued in the same command 
until 9 Feb., 1862, when he was slLddenly arrested 
and imprisoned in Fort Lafayette, New York har­
bor. where he remained until 16 Aug., 1862. He 
was then released, no charge lllwing been preferred 
against him, and awa.ited orders until 3 May, 1863, 
when he was directed to report to the commanding 
general of the Department of the Gulf, where he 
sen'ed nnW 17 April, 1864. He participat('d in 
the siege of Port Hudson in June and July, 1863, 
and was senior member of the commission for 
receiving the surrender of that place, 8 July. 
1863. He was chief of staff to Gen. Nathaniel 
P. Banks, commanding the Department of the 
GILIf, from 25 July, 1863, to 17 April, ]864, par­
ticipating in the campaign of Bayou Teche, La., 
ill October, 1863, and the Red River campaign in 
Mareh and April, 1864. He was honorably mus­
tered out as brigadiercgeneral of volunteers, 4 April, 
1864, and resigned his commission as colonel of the 
14th infantry, 13 Sept., 1864. In the autumn of 
1865 Gcn. Stone was appointed engineer and super­
intenclent of the Dover mining company in Gooch­
la,nd county, Va., where he resided ullti11870. He 
then aecepted a commission in the Egyptian army, 
and later was made chief of the general staff, in 
which capacity he bestowed much attention upon 
the military school that had already been formed 
by French officers in the Egyptian service. He 
created a typographical bureau, where a great num­
ber of mR,ps were produced and the goyernrnent 
printing was executed, and when the reports of the 
American officers engaged in exploration of the 
interior were printed, Gen. Stone was placed in 
temporary charge of the cadastral smvey, and was 
president of the Geogra.phical society anu a member 
of the Institut Egyptien at Cairo. The American 
officers were mustered out of tbe service in 1879, as a 
measure of economy, by the reform government 
wbich succeeded the dethronement of Ismail. Gell. 
Stone alone remained, and acted as chief of the 
staff until the insurrection of Arabi and the army, 
in which he took no active part. lIe resigned and 
returned to the United States in lIfarch. 1883. Gen. 
Stone was decorated by Ismail Pacha with the 
order of the commander of the Osmanieh, was made 
grand officer of the Medjidieh and Osmanieh, and 
was created a Ferik pacha (general of division). 
In May he was appointed engineer-in-chief of the 
Florida ship-canal and transit company, and di­
rected a preliminary sUlTey across the northern 
part of the peninsula. On 3 April, 1886, he be­
came engineer-in-chief to the committee for the 
constriwtion of the pedestal of the Bartholdi statue 
of "Lib!ilrty enlightening the World," and upon its 
successful completion he acted as grand marshal 
in the military and civic ceremony that a,ccompanied 
the dedication of the statue. 
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Stone, Chas. P.* [Born in Mass. Appointed from Mass.] 
Brevet 2nd LIeut. Ordnance, 1 July, Hl4.'i. 2nd Lieut., S March, 1847. 1st Lieut., 

26 Fcb., 1853. Resigned 17 Nov., 1856. Colonel 14th Infantry,14 May, 1861. 
Resigned 13 Sept., 1864. Brevet Rank:-Brevet 1st Lieut., 8 Sept., 1847, for gal-. 
lant and meritorious conduct at Molino del Bey. Brevet Captain, 13 Sept., 1847, 
for gallant and meritorious conduct at Cbapultepec. 



STONE, Ebenezer Whitton, soldier, b. in Bos­
ton, Mass., 10 June, 1801; d. in Roxbury, Mass., 
18 April, 1880. In 1817 he enlisted in the U. S. 
army, from which he was discharged in 1821. He 
was connected wi th the Massachusetts militia in 
1822--'60, receiving the appointment of adjuta,nt­
general in 1851 and filling the post till the close of 
his senice. In 1840 he was a member of the legis­
lature, serving on the milit.ary committee. The 
first full battery of light artillery in the United 
States, except those in the regular army, was or­
ganized by him in 1853, and through his efforts 
Massachusetts was t·he fi'rst state to receive the 
new rifled musket of the pattel'll of 1855. From 
experiments that he made wit.h this musket., Gen. 
Stone conceived the idea tha.t cannon could a.lso 
be rifled, and after successful tests in 1859, he or­
dered a model from John P. Schenkl, the inventor 
of the Schenkl shell. It is claimed that this was 
the first rifled cannon that was made in the United 
States, and that the invention was original with 
Gen. Stone, though rifled cannon had been in use 
in Europe for seyeral years. From April till Octo­
ber, 1861, Gen. Stone, a,s ehief .of ordnance, armed 
and equipped twenty-four regiments of infantry, 
one of cavalry, and three light batteries of artillery. 
He was for twelye years a member of the Ancient · 
and honorable artillery compa,ny, and became its 
captain in 1841. He prepared, under an act of the 
legislature, a "Digest of the Militia Laws of Massa­
chusetts" (Boston, 1851), and a" Com pend of In­
structions in Military Tactics," and" The Manual 
of Percussion Arms" (1857). 



· . 
Stone, Ebenezer ,V. [Born in Mass. Appointed from Mass.] 

Captain 1st Mass. Vols., 24 May, 1861. Mustered out 25 May, 1864. Lieut. Colonel 
61st :Mass. Vols., 28 Feu., 1865. Brevet Colonel Vols., 9 'April, 1865, for g!dlant 
and meritorious service during the campaign resulting in the fall of Richmond, 
Va., and the surrender of the insurgent army under Gen. R. E. Lee. Jliustered 
out 16 July, 1865. 2nd Lieut. 12th Infantry, 11 May, 1866. Transferred t.o 21st 
Infantry, 21 Sept., 1866. Brevet 1st Lieut. and Brevet Captain, 2 March, 1867, for 
gallant and meritorious service at the Battle of Williamsburg, Va. Brevet Ma­
jor, 2 March, 1867, for gallant and meritorious service at the Battle of Chancel­
lorsville, Va. Brevet Lieut. Colonel, 2 March, 1867, for gallant and meritorious 
service at the Battle of Gettysburg, Penn. 1st Lieut. 21st Infantry,26 March, 
1868. Unassigned 19 April, 1869. Assigned to 21st Infantry, 15 Dec., 1870. 
Captain, 11 Nov., 1879 



STONEMA N, George, soldier, b. in Busti, Chau­
_ tauqua co., N. Y., 8 Aug., 1822. He was graduated 

at the U. S. military academy in 1846, and entered 
the 1st dragoons. He acted as quartermaster to 

the Monnon bat­
ta.!ion at Santa Fe, 
WIlS sent with it to 
California in 1847, 
and remained ac­
ti vely engaged on 
the Pacific coast 
till1857. In March 
of this year he be­
came captain in 
the2d cavalry, and 
served till 1861, 
chieflv in Texas. 
In Februa.ry of 
that year, w h'ile in 
command of Fort 

d c---~ Brown, he refused 
£Le.-o-v-;:::e:-~ to obey the order of 

o his superior, Gen. 
David E. Twiggs, 

for the surrender of thc government property to 
the secessionists, evacuated the fort, and went to 
New York by steamer. He became major of the 
1st cavalry on 9 May, 1861, and served in west­
ern Virginia till 13 .dug., when he was appointed 
brigadier-general of volunteers and chief of' cav­
Illry of the Army of the Potomac. He organized 
the cava.!ry of th!lt army and commanded during 
the Virginia peninsula.r campa.ign of 1862. After 
the evacuation of Yorktown by the Confederate 
troops his ca.valry and artillery 'pursued and over­
took them, anel thus brought on the battle of 
Williamsburg, 5 May, 1862. He took command of 
Gen. Philip Kea.rny's division a,fter the second 
battle of Bull Run, succeeded Gen. !:;amuel P. 
Heintzelman as commander of the 3d army corps, 
15 Nov., 1862, and led it at Fredericksburg on 13 
Dec. He WIlS promoted rhajor-geneml, 29 Nov., 
1862, led a cavalry corps in the mid toward Rich­
mond from 13 April till 2 May, 1863, and com­
manded the 23d corps from Jal1lHtry ti II April, 
1864. On the reorganization of the armies opcr­
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ating against Richmond by Gen. Grant, Gen. Stone­
man was appointed to a cavalry corps in the De­
partment of the Ohio, was el).gaged in the opera­
tions of the Atlanta campaign in .May-July, 1864, 
and conducted a raid for the capture of Macon and 
Andersonville and the liberation of prisoners, but 
was captured at Clinton, Ga., 31 July, and held a. 
captive till 27 Oct. He led a raid to southwestern 
Virginilt in December, 1864. commanded the dis­
trict of east Tennessee in Febl'l1ary and Mt....ch. 
1865, conducted an expedition to Asheville, N. C., 
in March-April, 1865, and was engaged at Wythe­
ville, the capture of Salisbury. N. C., and at Ashe­
ville. He became colonel of the 21st infantry, 28 
July, 1866, and was brevetted colonel, brigadier,­
and major-general for gallant conduct. He retired 
from the army, 16 Aug.. 1871, find has since re­
sided in California, of which he WHS governor in 
1883-'7, having been chosen as a Democrat. 



·ARMY REGISTER.- H315-1879. 

eorge.* [Born in N. Y. App( 
,ieut. 1st Dragoons, 1 July, 1846. 2nd Lieut., : 
uly, 1854. Regimental Adjutant, 22 Oct., 1854. 
i Cavalry, S March, 1855. Major 1st Cavalry, 9 Ma 
.,1861. Brigadier Genl. Vols., 13 Aug.• 1861. ~'Ia 

Brevet Colonel, 18 Dec., 1862, for gallant and n 
:Ie of Fredericksburg, Va. Lieut. Colonel Srd C: 
ret Brigadier Genl., 13 March. 1865, for gallant fln( 
capture of Charlotte, N. C. Brevet Major Genl., 1 

......... n_.;~" ....;"n{'l C"I'},..",;nn .;"" fha .f: .o lrl rl n p~ ..... r<I' +'ha ..u...... I 




Stoneman, George.* [Born in N. Y. Appointed from N. Y.] 
Brevet 2nd Lieut. 1st Drllgoons, 1 July, 1846. 2nd Lieut., 12 July. 1847. 1st 

Lieut., 25 .July, 1854. Regimental Adjutant, 22 Oct., 1854, to 8 March, 1855. 
Oaptain 2nd Oavalry, 3 March, 1855. Major 1st Oavalry, 9 May, 1861. 4th Oav­
alry,3 Aug., 1861. Brigadier Gen!. Vols., 13 Aug., 1861. ~Iajor Gen!. Vols., 29 
Nov., 1862. Brevet Oolonel, 18 Dec., 1862, for gallant and meritorious service 
in the Battle of Fredericksburg, Va. Lieut. Colonel 3rd Cavalry, 30 March, 
1864. Brevet Brigadier Gen!., 13 March. lS65, for gallant and meritorious ser­
vice in th e capture of Oharlotte, N. C. Brevet Major Gen!., 13 March, 1865, for 
~allant and meritorious service in the field during the war. Oolonel 21st Infan­
try, 28 July, 1866. Mustered out of Volunteer service, 1 Sept.,1866. Retired 16 
Aug., 1871. 



STRONG; Geol'ge Cl'oc){ett, soldier, b. in 
Stockbridge, Vt., 16 Oct., 1832; d. in New York 
city, 30 July, 1863. Losing his father early in life, 
he was adopted by his uncle, Alfred L. Strong, of 
Eastb~lmpton, Mass. FIe was graduated at the 
U. S. military academy in 1857, assigned t.o the 
{)rdna,nce, and in 1859 became assistant at \Vater­
vliet arsenal, of which he took commRnd in ~by, 
1861. He was ordnance officer on Gen. Irvin Mc­
Dowell's stu,ff at Bull Run, and W!l S then attached 
successively to thestRffs of Gen. George B. l\fc­
ClelhLn and Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, whose chief 
of stRff he became in May, 1862. He had pre\' ious­
Iy been engaged in the organiz8,tion of the New 
Orleans expedition, and on 1 Oct., 1861, had been 
{)OmmiS5i6ned major Rllll assistant adjutRnt-geneml. 
He commanded the expedi t ion from Ship island to 
Biloxi, .Miss., in April, 1862, Rnd that to PonchR­

. toula in September, when he dest royed a. large train 
.and inflicted much damage on the enemy. lIe was 
made brigadier-general of volunteers, 29·Nov., 1862, 
was on sick-leave in New York from the following 

ecember till Jnne, 1863, and then commanded a 
rigade in the operations against Charleston, S. C. 

He had been commissioned captain of ordnance, 
.3 March, 1863. He led the successful at tack on 
Morris island, where he was the first to land. At 
t he assault on Fort Wagner on 18 July, while he 
'was leading and cheering on the storming column. 
he was mortally wounded. He was at ol1ce removed 
to New York city. Gen. Strong was the author of 
... adet Life at West Poin t" (Boston. 1862 . 



(Born in Vt. Appointed from Mass.] 
2nd Lieut., 31 .July, 1859. 1st Lieut.,Strong, George C.* 

Brevet 2ud Licut. Ordnance, 1 July, 1857. Died 30 July, 1863, of wounds received 
25 Jail., 1861. Captain, 3 :Marcb, 1863. 
in action at Fort Wagner, S. C. 



(1879).-Simeon's great-grandson, Willliun Emer­
SOli, soldier, b. in Granville, 'Washington co., N. Y., 
10 Aug., 1840, is the son of John E. Strong, II mer­
chant and manufacturer, who in 1853 removed to 
'Wisconsin and became a farmer. The son studied 
law in Raci ne, 'Vis., in 1857-'61, and was adnlitted 
to the bar in the latter year. He then mised a 
company, which was assigned to t.he 2d Wisconsin 
regiment, and as its capta,in served at Blackburn's 
Ford and Bull Run. Be was promoted major of 
the 12th Wisconsin on 12 Sept., and saw service in 
Missonri, Kansas, and New Il'lexico. He was then 
on staff dnty with the Army of the Tennessee, with 
rank of lieutenant-colonel, served in the Vicks­
burg campaign, and in 1864 becnme inspect.or-gen­
eral of the Depart.ment and Army of the Tennes­
see. Be was chief of staff to Gen. Oliver O. How­
ard in the march through the Carolinas, was pro­
moted colonel, t.o rank from 22 July, 1864, for" gal­
lantry on the field of battle" iLt Atlanta, and on 
21 March, 1865, was brevetted brigadier-general of 
volunteers. He was inspector-geneml of the Freed­
men's bureau froll1 l\'fa.y, 1865, till Sfl ptem bel', 1866, 
and from 1867 till 1873 was secretary of the Pesh­
tigo lumber company in Chicago, Ill., of which he 
has heen resident' ceth I , ·vear.-Willill.nl 
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has been presiden t sfnce the latter year.-WillinDt 
Kerley, soldier, gmnclson of Simeon's first cOllsin, 



Josiah, b. in Duanesburg. N. Y.,30 ApI'il, 1805 ; 
d. in New York city, 15 March, 1868, became an 
extensive wcol merehant in New York city, hut 
early ret ired from business to his estate in Geneva, 
N. Y. He returneu to his fonner occupation for a 
time in 1843, but at the opening of the civil war 
was in Egypt. He ha.d been nctlve in politics as a 
Democrat, but at once set out for France, where he 
lIJet Gen. John G. l~rcmont and others, and was 
instrumental in the purchase of arms for the Na­
tional goveI'lllllellt. On his return he maue patri­
otic aduresses, anti on 28 Sept., 1861, on the solici­
t!l.tion' of merchants in New York, was made a 
brigadier-general of volunteers. He served for 
some time under Fremont, and was in com mand at 
Cairo, Ill., but on 20 Oct., 1863, resigned his com­
mission. On,.his return to New Yorl<, while riding 
in Central park, he was thrown from his ca,rriage, 
receiving injuries that pamlyzed him for life, and 
finally caused his death. 



cOllsin, James Ewel) Brown, soldier, b. ln Pat­
rick county, Va., 6 Feb., 1833 ; d. in Richmond, 
Va., 12 May, 1864, entered the U. S. military 
academy after spem1ing two years at Emory 
and Henry college, was gradnated in 1854, joined 

the regiment of 
mounted riflemen 
that was then serv­
ing in Texas, and 
took a creditable 
part in actions 
with the Apache 
Indians. In 1855 
he was transferred 
to the 1st U. S. cav­
alry with the rank 
of 2d lieutenant. 
He married Flora, 
a daughter of Col. 
Philip St. George 
Cooke, on 14 Nov., 
1855, and on 20 
Dec. wa{l promoted 

r2-r::. .v:J / 1st lieutenant. In
c7. c:;-;::r.v~ 1856 his regiment 

was engaged in 
quelling the Kansas disturbances, and in 1857 in 
Indian warfare. He wa{l wounded in an action 
with the Cheyennes on Solomon's river. In 1859 
he went to Washington to negotiate with the war 
department concerning the sale of a sabre-attach­
ment that he had invented. Going to Harper's 
FelTY with Robert E. Lee as a volunteer aide, he 
identified John Brown. He rej oined his regiment 
at .Fort Riley, but in March, 1861, obtained leave of 
absence, being resolved to direct his course by the 
action of his state, and sent in his resignation after 
Virginia seceded. It was accepted on 7 May, just 
after he had received notification of his promotion 
to a captaincy, to date from 22 April, 1861. He was 
{)ommissioned as lieutenant-colonel of infantry in 
the service of the state of Virginia, and as colonel 
of cavalry on 16 July. He performed important 
services in charge of the outposts of Gen. Joseph E. 
J ohnston 's army. At null Run he contributed to 
the Confederate victory by efficiently guarding Gen. 
Thomas J. Jackson's left flank, and driving back 
the National attacking force. During the long ces­
sation of operations he perfected his system of pick­
ets, was engaged in many cfl,,'a.Jry skirmishes, and 
became brigadier-l7:.ellcral on 24 Sept., 1861. He was 

•defeated 	bv Gen. Edward O. C. Ord at Dranesville. 
When the"Confederates retired from Yorktown to 
Richmond, his cavalry guarded their rear. In the 
middle of June, 1862, he conducted a daring raid 
in t.he rear of Gen. McClellan's army on the Chicka­
hominy, in order to determine the position of the 
~ational right. He was incessantly enga.ged dur­
lIlg t·he seven-days' fight before Richmond. On 
25 July, 1862, he was commissioned a{l major-gen­
eral of cavalry. On 22 Aug. he crossed the Rap­
pahannock, penetratcd Gen. John Pope's camp at 
Catlett's station, captured his official correspond­
ence and personal effects, and made prisoners of 



1 
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several officers of his staff. In the following night 
he made an attack on Manassas Junction, and sent 
into the town a brigade of infantry, which took 
lIlany prisoners and carried off stores of great value. 
His cavalry was engaged in the second battle of 
Bull Run, and led the advance of Stone;'vall Jack­
son's corps in the ensuing invasion of Maryland. 
He performed important services at Antietam, 
guarding with artillery an eminence on Jackson's 
left that was essential to the security of the Con­
federate position, and leading the movement that 
resulted in the repulse of Gen. Edwin V. Sumner's 
corps. A few weeks later he crossed the Potomac 
near Williamsport at the head of 1,800 picked troop­
ers, gained the rear of the National army, rode as 
far north as Mercersburg and Chambersburg, Pa., 
returned on the other side of IVlcClellan's position, 
and recrossed the river below Harper's Ferry. At 
Fredericksburg Stuart's cavalry guarded the ex­
b'eme right of the Confederate line. In a raid to 
Dumfries he ascertained the intended movements 
of the National troops by means of forged tele­
grams that he sent to Washington. In March, 
1863, he encountered the Nationa.! cavalry at Kelly's 
Ford. At Chancellorsville the cavalr'y screen'ed 
Stonewall Jackson's ma.rch to the right of the Na­
tional army. After Gen. Jackson was mortally 
wounded, and Gen. Ambrose P. Hill was disabled, 
the command of Jackson's corps devolved tempora­
rilyon Stuart, who took comllJand in the night of 
2 May and directed its movements during the se­
vere fighting of the following day. He led two 
charges in person, and carried the ridge of' Hazel 
Grove, which was the key to the field. He was sent 
forward to guard the flanks of the advancing col­
umns of Lee's army in the Gettysburg campaign, . 
but was opposed amI checked by the National cav­
alry at Fleetwood Hill and Stevensburg, with heavy 
losses on both sides. At Aldie he was successful 
in an encounter with the National cavalry, but at 
Middleburg and Upperville he was defeated. He 
was directed to cross the Potomac in advance of 
the infantry column, and take position on its right. 
He held the pass in the Blue Ridge for a while, 
a.nd then made a raid in the rear of the Nationa.l 
army, rejoining the main body at the close of the 
conflict at Gettysburg. Thc responsibility for this 
movement and its influence on the event have 
been the subject of much controversy. In the re­
treat from Gettysburg Stuart guarded the ·gaps in 
the mountains. 'While the Confederate army was 
intrenched on the northern bank of the Potomac, 
he engaged in indecisive conflicts with the cavlllry 
of Gen. Judson Kilpat.rick and Gen. John Buford. 
While the cavalry held the line of the Rappahan­
nock, d nring the rest of the summer of 1863, he 
evaded Gen. Kilpatrick at Culpeper Court-House, 
retired from Gen. Buford at Jack's Shop, a.fter a 
severe conflict, but forced back the Na.tional cav­
alry under Gen. Alfred Pleasonton at Brandy Sta­
tion, and by a ruse routed the brigade of Gen. Hen­
ry E. DaVIes near Bucklllnel. After Gen. Grant 
crossed the Rapidan, Stuart led the ael vance of 
Gell. Ambrose P. Hill's corps. When Gen. Philip 
H. Sheridan with his cavalry moved on Richmond, 
Stuart, by a rapid circuitous march. interposed his 
cavalry, concentrating his forces a,t Yellow Tavern, 
where he was mortally wounded in the obstinate 
engagement that ended in the defeat of the Con­
federates. See" Life and Ca.mpaigns of Major­
General J. E. B. Stuart.," by his chief-of-staff, Maj. 
Henrv B. McClellan Boston 1885. 





Stuart, .James E. B.* . . [Born in Va. Appointed from Va.] 
Brevet 2nd Lieut. Mounted Rifles, 1 July, 1854. 2nd Lieut., 31 Oct., 1854. Trans­

ferred to 1st Oavalry, 3 March, 1855. 1st Lieut., 20 Dec., 1855. Captain,22 
April, 1861. Resigned 14 May, 1861. 



STURGIS, Samuel DU"is, soldier, b, in Ship­
pensburg, Pa" 11 June, 1822, He was graduated at 
the U. S. military academy in 1846, entered the 2d 
dragoons, served in the war with Mexico, and was 
made prisoner while on a reconnoissance before 
the battle of Buena Vista, but was soon exchanged. 
He afterward served in California, New Mexico, 
and the territories, and Was' commissioned captain, 
3 March, 1855. At the opening of the civil war 
he was in comma,nd of Fort Smith, Ark., but, all 
his officers having resigned and joined the south­
ern Confederacy, he evacuated the fort 011 his own 
responsibility, and thus saved his comma,lId and 
the government property. He was appointed major 
of the 4th cavalry, a May, 1861, and served in Mis­
souri under Gen. Nathaniel Lyon, whom Sturgis 
succeeded in command after his death at the battle 
of Wilson's Creek. He was made brigadier-general 
of volunteers, 10 Aug" 1861, was assigned to the 
Army of the Tennessee, and afterward to the (Jom­
mand of the Depa,rtment of Kansas. In 1862 he 
was called to Washington to assist the military 
governor, and was given command of the fortifica­
tions around the city. At the battles of South 
Mountain, Antietam, and Fredericksburg he com­
manded the 2d division of the 9th army corps, 
aud he was engaged in the operations in Kentucky 
from April till July, 1863, He was chief of cavalry 
of the Department 'of the Ohio from July, 1863, tiil 
April, 1864, and captured Gen. Robert B. Vance 
and his command, 13 Jan., 1864. He was engaged 
a,t Boliva,r, Tenn" 10 May, 1864, and in the expe­
dition against Gen. Nathan Forrest, /Lnd in the 
fight near Guntown, Miss., 10 June, 1864. He was 
appointed lieutenant-colonel of the 6th cavalry, 27 
Oct., 1863, colonel of the 7th cavalry, 6 May, 1869, 
and was retirecl, 11 Jnne, 1886. I-Ie had been bre­
vetted colonel for Frec1ericksburg, and brigadier­
general and major-general, U. S. army, 13 March, 
1865. - His son, JA~lES GARLAND, b. ill Albu­
querque, N. M., 24 Jan., 1854, was graduated at the 
United States military acac1emy in 1875, and was 
killed in the Indian massacre on Little Big Horn 
river. 25 June, 1876. 



St.rgis, Sam). D.* [Born in Penn. Appoint('d at Large.] 
Brevet 2nd Lieut. 2nd Dragoons, 1 July, 1846. 2nd Lieut. 1st Dragoons, 16 Feb., 

1847. Regimental Quartermaster, 1 April, 1851, to 1 March, 1852. 1st Lieut., 15 
July, 18G3. Captain 1st Cavalry, 3 March, 1855. Major 1st Cavalry, 3 :May,1861. 
4th Cavalry, 3 Aug" 1861. Brevet Lieut. Colonel, 10 Aug., 1861,101' gallant and 
meritorious service in the Battle of Wilson's Creek, Mo. Brigadier Genl. Vols., 
10 Aug., 1861. Brevet Colonel, 29 Aug., 1862, for gallant and meritorio'Js ser­
vice in the Battle of Second Bull Run, Va. Lieut. Colonel 6th Cavalry, 27 Oct., 
1863. Brevet Brigadier Genl., 13 March, 1865, for gallant and meritorious ser­
vice in the Battle of South Mountain, Va. Brevet Major Genl., 13 J\lIarch, 1865, 
for gallant and meritorious service in the Battle of Fredericksburg, Va. Mus­
tered out of Volunteer Service, 24 Aug., 1865. Colonel 7th Cavalry, 6 May, 
1869. 



SULLIVAN, Peter .John, soldier, b. in County 
Cork. Ireland, 15 March, 1821; d. in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, 2 March, 1883. He was descended from Gen. 
William O'SullivaD of the British army, came to 
this country with his parents when he was two 
years old, passed his early years in Philadelphia, 
and was educated at the University of Pennsylva­
nia. He omitted the prefix "0" from his lULme 
on reaching manhood. He served through the 
Mexican war, att!Lining the rank of major, and at 
its close was appointed an official stenographer in 
the U. S. senate. In 1848 he removed to Cincin­
nati, studied law, anel was a elraughtsman for the 
U. S. topographical corps. In 1855 be was elect­
ed colonel of the German regiment and contrib­
uted toward the suppression of the" Know-Noth­
ing" riots of that year. At the opening of the 
civil war he raised four regiments at his own ex­
pense, was commis~ioned colonel of the 48th Ohio 
volunteer infantry, and was present at Shiloh, 
where he captured a Confederate flag and was 
wounded three times. In consequence of his in­
juries he was unfitted for service for nine montbs, 
but he was present at tbe fall and capture of 
Vicksburg, was post-commander at Mempbis and 
Fort Pickering, and during the last days of the 
war was the presiding judge of the military court 
of claims. He was brevetted brigadier-genet'al of 
volunteers, 13 March, 1865, for gallant and meri­



torions services, and immediately after was ap­
pointed by President Johnson minist.er to the 
United States of Colombia, serving till 1869, when 
his health compelled him to resign. He sllbse­
qllently practised occasionally in . the U. S. su­
preme court, in the court of claims, and in the 
government departments at Washington, D. C. 
He was the author of the "Don Felix Letters, or 
Pen-Portraits of Members of the Bu,r." 
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followed their father 's profession.-Another son, 
Alfred, soldier, b. in Philadelphia, Pa., in 1821; 
d. in Fort Vancouver, Washington territory, 17 
April, 1879, was gradlmted at the U. S. mili tary 
academy in 1841, assigned to the 2d infantry, 
which was then engaged in the Seminole war, and 
participated with credit in the attack on Hawe 
Creek camp, 25 Jan., 1842. He was on garrison 
duty on the great lakes till the Mexican war, and 
after the siege of Vera Cru2 in 1847 was ordered 
to the north on recruiting service. He was then 
stationed in Califol'llia, and on 22 F eb., 1849, wa·s 
promoted to captain. In 1853 he was sent with 
others to re-enforce the governor of Oregon in 
his operations against the Rogue river Indians, 
and in December of that year. while on his way to 
New York, he was wrecked off the California coast 
and remained six days on a desert island. He was 
then in Minnesota, Nebraska, a.nd Dakota till 1858, 
and, a.fter spending a year in Europe on leave of 
absence, took pa.rt, in operations against the Chey­
eDne Indians in 1860- '1. He then served in the de­
fences of Washington till 4 March, 1862, when he 
became colonel of the 3d Minnesota regiment. He 
led a brigade dUl'ing the cha,nge of base to J ames 
river, and was brevettedlieutena.nt-colonel, U. S. 
army, for gallantry at Fail' Oaks, and colonel for 
Malvel'll Hill. After engaging in the northern 
Virginia and Maryland campaigns, he was made 
brigadier-general of volunteers, 1 Oct., 1862. He 
led his brigade at Chancellors ville, and in May, 
1863, was assigned to the coml1mnd of the De­
partment of Dakota, where he soon gained note 
by his expeditions against hostile northwestern 
Indians, especially in the engagement at White 
Stone Hill , 3 Sept., 1863, t.hat a.t Tah-ka.h-ha­

. kilty, 	28 July, 1864. and the skirmish in t.he Bad 
Lands, 8 Aug" 1864. He was g iven the brevet of 
ma.jor-genera.l of volunteers, and that of brigadier­
general in the regular army, at t.he close of the 
war, and sUbsequen tly served on the board of pro­
motion, and was on special service in the int.erior 
department at ·Washington. He was made lieu­



tenant-colonel, 28 July, 1866, and colonel of thoe I 
10th infantl'y-!. 10 p ec:, 1 87~. 



Sully, Alfred.* [Born in Penn. Appointed from Penn.] 
2nd Lieut. 2nd Infantry, 1 July, 1841. 1st Lieut., 11 March, 1847. Captain, 23 

F eb.,1852. Colonel 1st Minn. Vola., 4 March, 1862. Major 8th Infantry, 15 
}Iarch, 1862. Brevet Lieut. Colonel, 1 June, 1862, for gallant and meritorious 
service in the Battle of Fair Oaks, Va. Brevet Colonel, 1 July, 1862, for gallant 
and meritorious service in the Battle of Malvern Hill, Va. Brigadier Genl. 
Vols., 26 Sept., 1862, for distil!~uished conduct in the Battles before Richmond. 
Brevet Major Genl. Vols., 8 march,1865. 'Brevet Brigadier Genl., 13 March, 
1865, for gallant and meritorious service in the campaign against the Indians in 
the Northwest,and in the Battle of White Stone Hill, Dakota Tel'. Mustered out 
of Volunteer service, 30 April, 1866. Lieut. Colonel3rd Infantry, 28 July, 1866. 
Una.ssigned 15 March, 1869. Assigned to 19t1J Infantry, 15 Dec., 1870. Colonel 
21st Infantry, 10 Dec., 1873. Died 27 April, 1879. 



SUMNER, Edwin Yose,' sold'ier, b, in Boston 
Mass" 30 Jan., 1797; d. in Syracuse, N. Y., 2i 
March, 1863. Young Sumner was educated at 
Milton (Mass.) academy, and entered the army in 
1819 as 2d lieu­
tenant of infan­
try. He served 
in the Black 
Hawk war, be­
came captain of 
the 2d drag:oons 
in 1833, ano was 
employed on the 
western fron­
tier, where hedis.. 
tingnished him­
self as an Indian 
fighter. In 1838 
he was placed in 
command of the 
School of caval­
ry practice at 
CarlIsle, Pa. He 
was promoted 
major in 1846, ~ 
and in the Mexi­
can war led t.he cavalry charge at Ccrio Gordo in 
April, 1847, commanded the reserves at Contreras 
and Churubusco, a,nd at the head of the ca\'alry at 
Molino del Rey checked the advance of 5,000 
Mexican lancers. He was governor of New :Mexico 
in 1851-'3, when he visited Europe to report on 
improvements in cavalry. In 1855 he was pro­
moted colollel of the 1st cavalry, and made a suc­
cessful expedition against the Cheyennes. In com­
mand of the Department of the 'West in 1858 he 
rendered efficient service during the Kansas trou­
bles. In March, 1861, he was appointed brigadier­
general in the regular army, and sent to relieve Gen. 
Albert Sidney Johnston, in command of the Depart­
ment of the Pacific, but was recalled in the following 
year to the command of the bt corps of the Army 
of the Potomac. He commanded the left wing 
at the siege of Yorktown. At Fair Oaks, where 
McClellan's army was divided by the Chickahomi­
ny and the left wing was heavily attacked, the 
orders to Sumner to cross the river and re-enforce 
that wing found him with his corps drawn out and 
ready to move instantly. In the .se\'en days' bat­
tles he was twice wounded. In 1862 he was ap­
pointed major-general of volun teers, led the 2d 
corps at t he battle of Ant.ietam, \vhere he was 
wounded, alld commanded one of the t·hree grand 
dh'isions of Burnside's army at Fredericksburg, 
his division being the first to cross the Rappaha!l­
nock. At his own request he was relieved JD 
1863, and, bei ng a.ppoin ted to the Departmen t of 
the Missouri, he was on his way t·hither when he 
died. He was brevetted lieutenant-colonel for 
Cerro Gordo, colonel for Molino del Rey, and 
major-general in thc regular army for services be­
fore Richmond. Gen. Sumner's last words, as he 
with great effort waved a glass of wine above his 
head, were : "God saye my country, the United 
States of America.."-His so n, Edwin Vose, served 
with merit through the civil war, and was ~p­
pointed major of the 5th caya.lry in 1879, and I.n­
spector of rifle practice, Department of the Mls­
sond, which pla.ce he still holds. 
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Sumner9 Edwin V. [Born in Penn. Appointed at Large.] 
2nd Lieut. 1st Cavalry, 5 Aug., 1861. 1st Lieut., 12 Nov., 1861. Major Add!. Aid­

de-Camp Vols., 19 May, 1863. Discharged from Volunteer service, 15 Aug., 
1863. Captain 1st Cavalry, 23 Sept., 1863: Brevet Major, 6 May, 1864, for gal­
lant and meritorious service in the Battle of Todd's Tavern, Va. Colonel 1st 
N. Y. Mounted Rifles, 8 Sept., 1864. Brevet Lieut. Colonel, 13 March, 1865, for 
gallant and meritoriOllS service during the war. Brevet Brigadier Genl. Vois., 
28 March, 1865, for gallant and meritorious service in the field. Mustered out 
of Volunteer service, 29 Nov., 1865. Major 5th Cavalry, 4 March, 1879. 



SWAnI, DllVid Gaskill, soldi'er, b. in Salem, 
Columbiana co., Ohio, 22 Dec., 1834. He was edu­
cated at Salem academy, studied law, and after 
admission to the bar in 1858 began practice in Sa­
lem. At the beginning of the civil war he left a 
prosperous law-practice and entered the National 
service, being commissioned 2dlieutenant in 1861, 
and 1st lieutenant, 4 Nov., 1861, in the 65th Ohio 
regiment. He was promoted to C!lptain and as­
sistant adjutant-general, 16 May, 1862, and en­
gaged in the battles of Shiloh, Murfreesboro', 
and Perryville. He was in Washington, D. C., 
till December, 1862, was assistant adjutant-gen­
eral on the staff of Gen. William S. Rosecrans and 
Gen. George Thomas till November, 1863, and was 
present at Chickamauga, where he was wounded, 
and at Missionary Ridge. From January till Octo­
ber, 1864, he was on mustering duty at Wilming­
ton, Del., and afterward, till September, 1866, was 
assistant adjutant-general, Department of Missouri. 
He was brevetted major, lieutenant-colonel, and 
colonel for faithful and meritorious services during 
the war, and appointed 2dlieutenant in the 34th 
U. S. infantry, 28 July, 1866, was promoted major 
and judge-advocate, 9 Dec., 1869, and beC!lme 
judge-advocate·general of the army with the rank 
of brigadier-general, 18 Feb., 1881. In 1884 he 
was court-martialed on various charges and sus­
pended for ten years. He was the intimate friend 
and companion of President Garfield. 



sWEENY, Thomas William, soldier, b. in 
Cork, Ireland, 25 Dec., 1820. lIe came to the 
United States in 1832, and at an early age was ap­
prenticed to the printing business. When a young 
man he joined the Baxter blues, a military organi­
zation in New York city, and in 1846, at the be­
ginning of the war with Mexico, he became 2d 
lieutenant in 'Ward B. Burnett's 1st New York vol­
unteers. He participated in the campaign under 
Gen. Winfield Scott from the siege of Vera Cruz 
to the storming of Churubusco, where he received 
wounds that necessita.ted the amputation of his 
right arm. On his return to New York cit.y he 
was given a reception ball at Castle Garden by the 
printers of the city, and he received the brevet of 
ca.ptain from the governor of the state and a sil Vel' 



medal from the city of .New York. He \vas given 
the commission of 2d lieutenant in the 2d U. S. 
infantry, and served in Ca.lifornia, in charge of 
Fort Yuma, and elsewhere in the west, being en­
gaged in frequent actions with hostile Indian~. 
While stationed at Fort Yuma. the command under 
Maj. Samuel P. Heintzelman \va~ compelled to fall 
back .on San Diego for want of supplies, and 
Sweeny was ordered to remain with ten men. The 
Indians besieged his camp from 5· June until 6 
Dec., 1851, but he was finally extricated by a gov­
ernment exploring expedition under Capt. Lorenzo 
Sitgl'eaves. After other duties at various posts he 
was promoted 'captain, 19 J!ln., 1861. Soon after 
the beginning of the civil war he was oruered to 
St. Louis'll.nd given command of t.he arsenal, which 
contained immense quantities of munitions of war 
of all kinds, sufficient fully to arm and equip 
60,000 men, together with over forty tons of pow­
der. Capt. Sweeny had but forty unassigned re­
cruits under him. while in St. Louis there were 
nearly 3,000 hostile minute-men, fnlly equipped. 
Advances were ma.de to induce him to surrender 
the arsenal; but the reply, that if a serious attempt 
should be made to capture the arsenal he would 
blow it to atoms, prevented any action on the part 
of the Confederate sympathizers. He was second 
in command of the Union troops at the surrender 
of the state forces at Camp Jackson, and conducted 
the final negotiations, in consequence of Gen. Na.­
tlumiel Lyon's having been disable.d. Subsequently 
he was instrumental in the organization of the 
Missouri three-months' volunteers, a,nd he was ap­
pointed brigadier-genernl on 20 May, 1861. In the 
campaign that. followed he took an active pa,rt 
with Gen. Lyon, and was severely wounded at the 
bn,ttle of Wilson's Creek, and later he was acting 
assista,nt adjutant - general under Gen. John C. 
Fremont. He then accepted the command of the 
52d Illinois volunteers, and was attached to the 
a·rmy under Gen. Gra.nt, participating in the capture 
of Fort Donelson, after which he took 6,000 pris­
oners to Alton, Ill. At >I critical moment toward 
the close of the first day of the battle of Shiloh a 
gap existed between the ri?"ht flank of Sweeny's 
bl'lgade and Gen. William '1. Sherman's left. The 
defence of this position, which was the key of the 
situation, was intrusted to him by Sherman, who 
has since said: "I attach more importance to that 
event than to any of the hundred achievements 
which I have since heard saved the day." His 
commission of brigadier-general of volunteers dates 
from 29 Nov., 1862, and thereafter he commanded 
a division of the 16th army corps and was en­
gaged in protecting the l\'Iemphis and Charleston 
milroad. He was promoted major of the 16th in­
fantry, 20 Oct., 1863, alld in the Athmtu campaign 
had the 2d division of the 16th corps in the Army 
of the Tennessee. At Snake Creek gap his com­
mand took possession of the gap twenty-four hoUl's 
in advance of the cavalry, and held it in spite of 
every effort of the enemy. He took part in the 
battle of Resaca and forced a passage across Ooste­
naula river at Lay's Ferry, where he fought a 
successful battle, which action resulted in Gen. 
Joseph E. Johnston's retreat southward. He also 
partICipated in the battles of Dallas a.nd Kenesaw 
Mountain, and at the battle before Atlanta on 22 
July, 1864, his diyision drove the enemy back with 
great slaughter, capturing four bl\.ttle~flags a,Tld 
900 prisoners. Subsequently he had cOlTllTland of 
t.he post of Nashville until July. 1865, and he wa.s 
mustered out of volunteer service on 24 Aug. of 
that yelLr. He participated in the Fenian invasion 
of Cu,nuda in 1866, and was present at the battle of 
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Limestone RidO'e. During this period he was out 
of the National service, but was reinstated by the 
pl'esident soon afterward and given posts in the 
southern states. Gen. Sweeny was presented with 
a sword by the city of Brooklyn for services ren­
dered in the civil war. He was retired on 11 May, 
1870, with the rank of brigadier- eneral. 



SweellY, Thos. lV. [Born ill Irelan,). Appointed from N. Y.] 
2nd Lieut. Co. A, 2nd N. Y. Vols., 23 Nov., 1846. 2nd Lieut. 2nd Infantry, 3 

:March, 1848. 1st Lieut., 11 June, 1851. Captain, 19 Jan., 1861. Brigadier 
Gen!. Mo. Vols., 20 May,1861. Mustered out 14 Aug., 1861. Colonel 52nd Ill. 
Vols., 21 Jan., 1862. Brigadier Genl. Vols., 29 Nov., 1862. Major 16th Infantry, 
20 Oct., 1863. Mustered out of Volunteer service, 24 Aug., 1865. Dismissed 29 
Dec., 1865. Reinstated 8 Nov., 1866. Unassigned 15 March. 1869. Retired 
with rank of Brigadier Gen., 11 May, 1870. 



SWEET. Benjamin Jell'rey,' soldier, 'b. in 
Kirkla,nd, Oneida co., N. Y., 24 April, 1832; d. in 
Washington, D. C., 1 Jan.,1874. His fat.her was 
a clergyman in poor health, and at nine years of 
age the boy was set at work in a cotton-mill. 
When he was sixteen his father removed to Stock­
bridge, Wis., and settled upon a piece of wild 
forest land, where the son spent a year in clearing 
a homestead for the family. At the age of seven­
teen he entered Appleton college, but remained 
only a year, and then returned home. where he 
alternately taught and worked on his father's 
farm. His spare hours he devoted to the study of 
the law. Before he was twenty-seven he was 
elected to the senate of \Viseonsin,'but at the open­
ing of the civil WILl' he was commissioned major 
of the 6th Wisconsin regiment. Soon afterward 
he resigned and raised two fresh' regiments, the 
21st and 22d Wisconsin, of the first of which he 
became colonel. In the battle of Perryville, where 
it formed a part of one corps that dlll'ing all of 
one dlLY sustained an attack from the whole of 
Bragg's army, it lost 300 in killed and wounded. 
Col. Sweet had been for severa,] days confined to 
an ambulance by malarial fever, but when the 
battle began he mounted his horse and took com­
ma,nd of his regiment. During the battle he re­
ceived a wound that was supposed to be morUl,1. 
His life WIIS saved by the careful tending of his 
wife, but his health was permanently shattered. 
He was given a colonelcy in the Veteran reserve 
corps, and stationed at Gallatin, Tenn., building a 
fort there ill the winter of 1862-'3. III .i\fa,y, 1864, 
he was ordered to take command of the prison at 
Camp Douglas, Chicago, where about 10,000 COIl­
federate soldiers were confined. In June he 'dis­
covered that an outbreak had been planned for 
the 4th of July which shoull! liberate and Ilrm 
the prisoners, and result in the sacking and burn­
ing of Chicago. He quickly strengthened his de­
fences and re-enforced his garrison, and the attempt 
was thus rendered hopeless. Early in November, 
Col. Sweet receiverl positive information that the 
post was to be attacked on election night, only 
three days following; 5,000 armed men under com­



patent leaders were then in Chicago, ready for the 
assault on the camp. and muskets ,vere there in 
abunda,nce to arm the 9,000 prisoners. Chicago 
was to be burned, and its flames were to be the 
signal for a general uprising of 500,000 well-armed 
men throughout the western country. Everyavail­
able soldier had been sent to the front by the gov­
ernment, and Sweet had in the garrison but 796 
men, most of whom were unfit for active duty. 
MQreover, it was too late to receive re-enforcements. 
His only hope of safety lay in the speedy arrest of 
the Confederate leaders who were then in Chicago. 
In this emergency he called to his fl.id oue of his 
prisoners, a Texas ranger named John '1'. Shanks, 
who was well acquainted with the Confederate 
officers, and engaged him to ferret them out. '1'0 
gain him confidence with the Confederates, he al­
lowed Shfl.nks to escape from the prison, and made 
great efforts for his recapture. Col. Sweet thought 
he could trust the man; but he had him constantly 
shadoweu by detectives pledged to take his life ill 
case of his treachery. Shanks did his work so well 
that within thirty-six hours the leaders of the in­
tended assault were in irons, and a large quantity 
of con traband arms was in the possession of the 
~overnment. When Chicago awoke to the danger 
It had escaped, its citizens collected at a mass­
meeting andlublicly thanked Col. Sweet for the 
service he ha rendereu. For it also the govern­
ment promoted him to the rank of brigadier-gen­
eral of volunteers. When he was mustered out of 
service at the close of the war he resumed the 
practice of his profession in Wisconsin, but in 1869 
he was appointed U. S. pension-agent at Chicago. 
He held this position till April, 1870, when he was 
made supervisor of internal revenue for Illinois. 
'l'his office he helel till Jfl.nuary. 1872, when he was 
called to Washington to be 1st deputy commis­
sioner of in-ternal revenue. 



SWIFT, 'Ebenezer, surgeon, b. in Wareham, 
Mass., 8 Oct., 1819; d. in Hamilton, Bermuda, 24 
Sept., 1885. ' He was I>raduated at the medical de­
partment of the UnIversity of the city of New 
York in 1842, and in March, 1847, became acting 
assistant surgeon in the U. S. army. ·His first 
service was with the army of invasion and occui?a­
tion of Mexico, and he was on duty at Gen. Y\ in­
field Scott's headquarters until July, 1848. Sub­
sequently he served at various posts in the east, in 
Texas, and on expeditions against hostile Indians 
until June, 1856. Meanwhile he had been made 
captain .and assistant surgeon on 30 Aug., 1852. 
He had command of Fort Chadbourne, Tex., was 
on tempora~y duty at Fort Columbus in New York 
harbor dunng the prevalence of the cholera, and 
accompanied the troops under Gen. Albert S. John­
ston to Utah in May, 1859. After serving at vari­
ous stations in ' Missouri, Kansas, and Dakota, he 
was made full surgeon on 21 May, 1861, and ap­
pointed medical director of Gen. Ormsby M. Mit­
chel's division of the Army of the Tennessee. In 
December, 1862, he became medica'! director of that 
army, !md early in 1863 he was tra.nsferred to Phila­
delphia, where he 'yas chief medical officer and 
superintendent of hospitals in and a.round Phila­
delphia, and from November, 1863, till June, 1864, 
medical director of the Department of the South. 
R e was brevetted lieutenant-colonel and colonel 
on 13 March, 1865, and from February till June, 
1865, held the office of medical director with the 
ranks of lieutenant-colonel and colonel. On 20 
J nne, 1869, he received the additional brevet of 
brigadier-general for meritoriolls >;erviccs yolun­
tarily rendered during the prevalence of cholera. 
at Fort Harker, Kan. In 1874 he became medica.! 
director of the Department of the South, and there­
after, until his retirement on 8 Oct., 1883, he was 
assistant medical purveyor in New York city. 



···S)VIFT, 'Ebenezer, surgeon, b. in Wareham, 
Mass., 8 Oct., 1819; d. in Hamilton, Bermuda, 24 
Sept., 1885. ' He was graduated at the medical de­
pa.rtment of the University of the city of New 
York in 1842, and in March, 1847, became acting 
assistant sur~eon in the U. S. army. ·His first 
service was with the army of invasion and occu)?a­
tion of Mexico, and he was 011 duty at Gell. V. in­
field Scott's headquarters until July, 1848. Sub­
sequently he served at various posts in the east, in 
Texas, aod on expeditions against hostile Indians 
ulltil June, 1856. Meanwhile he had been made 
captain .and assistant surgeon on 30 Aug., 1852. 
He had command of Fort Chadbonrne, Tex., was 
on temporary duty at Fort Columbus in New York 
harbor during the prevalence of the cholera, and 
accompanied the troops llnder Gen. Albert S. John­
ston to Utah in May, 1859. After serving at vari­
ous stations in Missouri, Kan8as, and Dakota, he 
was made full surgeon on 21 May, 1861, and ap­
pointed medical director of Gen. Ormsby M. Mit­
chel's division of the Army of the Tennessee. In 
December, 1862, he became' meclicRl director of that 
army, and early in 1863 he was transferred to Phila­
delphia, where he 'yas chief medical officer and 
superintendent of hospitals in and around Phila­
delphia, and from November, 1863, till June, 1864, 
medical director of the Department of the South. 
He was brevetted lieutenant-colonel and colonel 
on 13 March, 1865, a.nd from February till Juue, 
1865, held the office of medical director with the 
ranks of lieutenant-colonel a.nd colonel. On 20 
June, 1869, he received the additional brevet of 
bri~adier-general for meritorious services yoltln­
tal'lly rendered ~l\1rll\g the prevalence of cholera 
at Fort Harker, Kan. In 1874 he became medical 
director of the Depart.ment of the Sonth, and there­
after, lInt.il his retirement on 8 Oct., 1883, he was 
assistant medical purveyor in New York city. 



Swlct, Ebenezer. [Born in Mass. Appointed from Ohio.] 
1st Lieut. Assistant Surgeon, 30 Aug., 1847. Captain Assistant Surgeon, 30 Aug., 

1852. Major and Surgeon, 21 May, 1861. Lieut. Colonel Medieal Direetor, 
(Aet 25 Feb., 1865,) 25 Feb., 1865. Brevet Lieut. Colonel and Brevet Colonel, 
13 March, 1865, for faithful and meritorious serviee during the war. Colonel 
:Medieal Direetor, (Aet 25 Feb., 1865,) --, to 30 June, 1865. Brevet Brigadier 
Genl., 20 July, 1867, for meritorious serviee voluntarily rendered during the 
prevalenee of cholera at Fort Harker, Kansas. Lieut. Colonel Asst. Medical 
Purveyor, 31 Dee., 1876. 



SWORI)S,'i'llomas, soldier, b. in New York city, 
1 Nov., 1806; d. there, 20 March, 1886. He was a 
grandson of Ca,pt. Thomas Swords, a British offi­
cer, who died in New York in 1780, and his father 
was the senior member of the publishing-house of 
T. a,nd J. Swords, of New York city. The son was 
graduated at the U. S. military academy in 1829, 
assigned to the 4th infantry, and served in various 
parts of the southern states for four years, when 
he was appointed 1st lieutenant in the 1st dragoons. 
He was promoted captain, 3 March, 1837, and dur­
ing nea,dy the whole of the succeeding twelve yea,rs 
was enga,ged on frontier duty, serving with Gen. 
Henry Leavenworth against the Indians in the 
southwest, and with Gen. Stephen Kearny in the 
conq,uest of New Mexico and California, and raised 
the first American flag over Santa Fe. When Gen. 
Kearny's force reached San Diego on the Pacific 
coast in Ja,nuary, 1847, Swords, who wa,s the qua,r­
termaster, went to the Sandwich islands and ob­
tained clothing and supplies for the soldiers. He 
became captain and a,ssista,nt quartermaster, 7 July, 
1838, ma,jor, 21 April, 1846, a,nd lieutenant-colonel 
and deputy quarterma,ster-genera.l, 3 Aug., 1861. He 
was chief qua,rtermaster of the Army of the West 
in 1846-'7, was engaged at SII,n Pasqual, Cal., 6 Dec., 
1846, a,nd a,t Vera Cruz, and was brevetted lieuten­
ant-colonel, 30 Ma,y, 1848, for meritorious services 
in the enemy's country. He was chief quarter­
master of the Depa,rtmellts of the Cumberland a,nd 
Lhe Ohio in 1861-'5. was ellga,ged in the battle of 
Chickama,uga, a,nd brevetted brigadier-general and 
major-!l'eneral, U. S. army, 13 March, 1865. He 
was retIred from active service. 22 Feb.. 1 69. 



Swords, Tbos.* [Dorn in N. Y. Appointed from N. Y.] 
Brevet 2nd Lieut. 4th Infantry, 1 July, 1829. 2nd Lieut., 1 .J uly, 1829. 1st Lieut., 

1st Dragoons, 4 March, 1833. Captain, 3 March, 1837. Cilptain Asst. Quarter­
master, 7 July, 1838. Major Quartermaster, 21 Apnl, 1846. Brevet Lieut. 
Colonel, no May, 1848, for meritorious conduct while serving in the cnellly'scoun­
try. Lieut. Colonel Deputy Quartermaster Gen!., 1 Aug., 1856. Colonel Asst. 
Quartermaster Genl., 3 Aug.,1861. Brevet Bri~adier Genl., and Hl"lwet Major 



Genl.,13 March, 1865, for faithful and efficient servIce in the Quartermaster 
De artment durin the war. Retired 22' Feb., 1869. 



SYKE-S, -G-eoi:ge, soldier, b. in Dover, Del., 9 
Oct., 1822; d. in Brownsville, Tex., 9 Feb., 1880. 
He was appointed from Maryland to the U. S. 
military academy, and on his graduation in 1842 
was assigned to 
the 3d infantry, 
with which he 
served in theil'ltter 
part of the Flori­
da war, and then 
in the west and in 
Texas. He was 
promoteu 1st lieu­
tenant, 21 Sept., 
1846, and during 
tbe Mexican war 
was engaged at 
Monterey, Vera 
Cruz, Cerro Gor­
do (where he was 
brevetted ca,ptain 
for gallantry), rr
Contreras, Churu- ~ 
busco, and the 
capture of the eity 
of1\fexico. Hewas 
commissary of Gen. Twiggs's division in Mexico in 
1847-'8, and was then on frontier nnd galTison duty 
till the civil war, taking part iQ skirmishes with the 
Apaches in 1854, and in the Navajo expedition of 
1859, and reaching the rank of captain on 30 Sept., 
1855. He became major of the 14th infantry, 14 
May, 1861, was at the battle of Bull Run, and 
then commanded the re&,ular infantry in Washing­
ton till March, 1862, ana was commissioned briga-' 
dier-general of volunteers, 28 Sept., 1861. He took 
part in the peninsula campaign at t.he head of 
the division of regulars in Fitz-John Porter's 
corRs, recei ving the brevet of colonel for gallantry 
at Gaines's Mills, and in the succecding operations 
of the Army of the Potomac, becoming major­
general of volunteers on 29 Nov., 1862, and com­
manding the 5th corps after the battle of Chancel­
lorsville. He was at the head of this corps at 
Gettysburg, and so cQntinued till 20 April, 1864, 
when he was ordered to Kansas. At the close of 
the war he recei ved the brevet of brigadier-general, 
U. S. army, fOl; services at Gettysburg, and major­
general for "$allant and meritorious services in 
the field" durmg the war. He had "reached the 
regular army rank of lieutenant-colonel on 16 Oct., 
1863, and on 12 Jan., 1868, he became colonel of 
the 20th infantry. From this time till his death 
he commanded various posts, and after 1877 he 
was in charge of Fort Brown, Tex. On motion 
of Senator Burnside, congress appropriated $1,000 
for the removal of his remains to the cemetery at 
West Point, where he now lies buried, and where 
a fine monument has been erected to his memory 
by his Illany friends. 





- --
Sykes. George.* [Born in Md. Appointed [i'om Md.] 

Brevet 2nd Lieut. Srd Infantry, 1 July, 1842. 2nd Lieut., 31 Dec., 1843. 1st 
Lieut., 21 Sept., 1846. Brevet Captain, 18 April, 1847, for gallant and merito~,. 
rious conduct in the Battle of Cerro Gordo, Mexico. Captain Brd Infantry, 30, 
Harch,1855. Major 14th Infantry,14 May,1861. Brigadier Gen!. Vols., 28 
Sept., 1861. Brevet Colonel, 27 June, 1862, for gallant and meritorious ser­
vice in the Battle of Gaines' Mills, Va. Major Gen!. Vols., 29 Noy" ] 862. Lieut. 
Colonel 5th Infantry,16 Oct.,1863. B\'evet Brigadier Genl., 13 March,1865, 
for gallant and meritorious service in the Battle of Gettysburg, Penn. Brevet 
Major Gen!., 13 March, 1865, for gallant and meritorious service in the field dur­
ing the war. Mustered out of Volunteer service,15 Jan.,1866. Colonel 20th 
Infantry, 12 Jan., 1868. Died 8 Feb., 1880. 


