
~'PAR:KE-,--:)o)m 'Grllbb, soldier, b. in Chester 
{lounty, PI1., 22 Sept., 1827. He was graduated at 
the U. S. military academy in 1849, and assigned 
to the topographical engineers. In 1849-'50 he 

was engaged in de
termining the start
ing - point of the 
boundary -line be
tween Iowa and 
Minnesota, and sub
sequently on the 
survevof the Little 
Colorado river, and 
in charge of surveys 
for a Pacific mil
rORod on the thirtv
second pamllel. He 
became 1st lieuten
an t of topographi
cnl engineers on 1 
July, 1856, and was 

c:7 ~ chief astronomer 
/~- ~? ~~~ auu sUl'l'eyor in th'e 

delimitRotion of the 
nort.hwestern boundary between the United States 
and British America from 2 March, 1857, t ill the 
beginning of t he civil war. H e was promoted cap
tain of topographical engineers on 9 Sept., 1861, 
.and a,ppointeu brigadier-general of volunteers on 
23 Nov. In the beginning oj' 1862 he accom
pl1llied Gen. Am brose E. Burnside's expedi t ion to 
North Carolina, recei ving the brevet of lieuten
.ant-colonel in the U. S. army for services in the 
capture of F ort Macon. He was promoted major' 
geneml of volunteers on 18 ,luly, 1862, and served 
as chief of stl1if of the 9t.h corps during the Mary
land campaign, being engaged at South Mountain 
and Antietam, and in the pursuit of the enemy to 
Warrenton. When Gen. Burnside took command 
of the Army of the Potomac, Gen. Parke was re
tained as his chief of staff, a,nd was' present at the 
battle of Fredericksburg. He participated in the 
movement of the 9th corps into Kentucky, and 
,commanded it on the mtl-fch to Vicksburg, arriv
ing before the surrender. In the reoceupation of 
J ackson, Miss., he was in cOlllmand of the left 
wing of Gen. Sherman's army, receiving t.he brevet 



I 
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of colonel for his part in the operations. In the 
East Tennessee campaign hc was engaged at Blue 
Spring in the defence of Knoxville. for which he 
was subsequently brevetted brigadier-g-eneral , and 
in the following operations against Gen. James 
Longstreet, after Gen. Burnside resnmed command 
of the corps, he led one of its divisions, und in the 
Richmond campaign of the Army of the Potomac 
he was engaged at the battle of the Wilderness and 
the combats around Spottsylvania, but was then 
disabled by illness until 13 Aug-. , 1864, when he re
sumed comIDand of the 9th corps before Peters
burg. He was brevetted major-general in the U. S. 
ftrmy for repelling the enemy's assault on Fort 
Steadmftll, and took part in the pursuit of Lee's 
army until it snrrendereu. He hftd been commis
sioned as major in the corps of engineers on 17 
June, 1864. After commanding the districts of 
Alexandria and southern New York, he resumed 
charge of the northwestern boundary survey on 28 
Sept., 1866. Be superintended the repair a,nd con
strnction of fortifications in Maryland in 1867-'8, 
nnd was on duty in the office of the chief of engi
neers at Vir ashington, D. C.. from 1 June, 1868. 
He was promoted lieutenant-colonel of engineers 
on 4 March, 1879, and colonel on 17 Murch, 1884. 
and in June, 1887, was appointed superintendent 
of the U. S. military academy. He is the author 
of reports in "Explorations and Surveys for a 
Railroad Route from the Mississippi River to the 
Pacific Ocean" (Washington, 1854-'5); also of 
"Compilations of Laws of the United States rela.t
ing to Public Works fo r th e Improvement ot 
Rivers and Harbors" (1877; revised cd., 1887), and 
" Laws relating to the Construction of Bridges over 
Navigable Waters" (1882; revised ~d., 1887). 



Parke, John G.* [Born in Penn. Appointed from Penn.] 
Brevet 2nd Lieut. Topographical Engineers, 1 July, 1849. 2nd Lieut.,18 April, 

1854. 1st Lieut., 1 .July, 1856. Captain 13th Infantry, 14 1IIay, 1861, declined. 
Captain Topographical Engineers, 9 Sept., 18(;1. Brigadier Genl. Vols., 23 Nov., 



1861. Brevet Lieut. Colonel, 26 April, 1862, for gallant and meritorious service 
in the capture of Fort Macon, N. C. Mnj or Genl. Vols., 18 July. 1862. Trans· 
ferred to Engineers, 3 March, 1863. Brevet Colonel, 12 July, 1863, for gallant 
and meritorious service in the capture of .Jackson, Miss. Major Engineers, 17 
June, 1864. Brevet Brigadier Genl., 13 March, 1865, for gall ant and Dl eritorious I 

service in the defence of Knoxville, 'I'enn. Brevet Major Genl., 13 March, 1865, 
for gallant and Dleritorious service ill the repulse of Fort Steedman, Va. M us
t ered out of Volunteer service, 15 Jan., 1866. Lieut. Colonel Engineers, 4 March, 
1879. 





· P ARKElt, Ely SlllIiuel, soldier,' b. in the In
dian reservation, Tonawanda, N. Y., in 1828. lIe 
is a fnll-blooded Seneca India,n, and chief of th" 
Six Nations. After receiving a eareful edlleation 
in schools in New York state, he adopted the pl"O
fession of ci vii t'ngineering, and settled tern poral"ily 
in Galena. Ill., where he was the personal friend of 
Ulysses S. Grant, and subsequently, during the 
civil war, he became a member of the general's 
staff. He was appointed assistant adjutant-gen
eml with the nmk of captain in May, 1863, and 
was afterward secretary to Gen. Grant until the 
close of the war. In that capacit.y he was present 
at Lee's surrender, and made the first; engrossed 
copy of the terms of capitulation. He was ap
pointed 1st lieutenant of U. S. cavalry in 1866, 
resigning in 1869. He was brevetted brigac1ier
general of yolunt.eers on 9 Apl"il, 1865,and captain. 
major, lieutenant-colonel, colonel, and brigadicr
general, U. S. army, 2 March, 1867. He became 
commissioner of Indian affairs in 1869, but retired 
in 1871 to devote himself to his profession. 



PARSONS, Mosby Monroe, soldier, b. in Vir
ginia in 1819; d. in Oamargo, Mexico, 17 Aug., 
1865. He removed to Oole county, Mo., early in 
life, practised I!Lw, was attorney-general of Mis
souri in 1853-'7, and subsequently became a mem
ber of the state senate. He was a captain in the 
U. S. army during the Mexican war, and received· 
honorable mention for his service at Sacramento. 
At the beginning of the civil war he acted in con
cert with Gov. Claiborne 1<'. Jackson in his endeavor 
to draw Missouri into the Confederacy, was active 
in organizing the state militia, and raised a 
mounted brigade which he COUllllil.nded at Oar
thage, Springfield, and Pea Riuge, with the. rank of 
brigadier.-general, subsequently serving under Gen. 
Sterling Price until the last invasion of Missouri 
in 1864. The lIext year he went to Mexico, joined 
the Republican forces, and was killed in an engage
II\~~ !:~~~~ _t)~e i!:~'pel'ia!i~!s. 



PATRICK, Marsella R., soldier, b. in Honnds
field, Jefferson eo., N. V., 15l\iarch, 1811; d. in Day
ton, Ohio, 27 July, 1888. He \Vas graduated at the 
U. S. military academy in ,,J835, served in the Mexi
can war, was made captain in 1847, and brevetted 
major in 1849 for" meritorious conduct while serv
ing in the enemy's country." He resigned in 1850, 
engaged in farming ·in Jefferson county, N. Y., and 
in 1859 was appointed president of the State agri
cultural college. At the beginning of the civil war 
he was made inspector-general of the New York 
militia, became brigadier-genoral of volunteers in 
March. 1862, a,nd served with Gen. Irwin McDowell 
in the Shenandoah valley in northern Virginia, and 
with the Army of the Potomae at South Mountain 
and Antietam. He became provost-marshal-gen
eral of that army in October of the same year, sub
sequently of the combined armies acting against 
Richmond, and, after Lee's surrender, of the Depart
ment of Virginia. He resigned 12 June, 1865, was 
president of the New York state agricnltural society 
in 1867-'8, commissioner for New York state in 



1868- '9, l1nd again in 1879-'80, and from 1880 till his I 
death was governor of the central branch of the Na- I 
tiona!. home fOl' disabled volunteer soldiers in Ohio, t. 



A~-othe~--s~~; -Geoi~ie-'VashiJ;ito-J~: ;~idi~;:-b~' in 
Newport, R. I., 25 Dec., 1808; d. in Houlton, Me., 
28 April, 1882, was graduated at Brown in 1825, 
and at the U. S. military academy in 1830. He 
served on frontier and gnrrison duty till the Mexi
can war, was engaged against the Seminole Indians 
in Florida. at \-arious times in 1837-'42. and reached 
the rank of captain, 18 June, 1846. At the battle 
of Cerro Gordo, during the war with Mexico, he 
lost his left hand while storming the heights, and 
was bl'cvetted major for gallant conduct. At the 
end of the war impaired health forced him to de
cline a captaincy in the quartermaster's department, 
<lnd he obtained an absence on sick-leave. After 
his return to duty in 1850 he served on the frontier 
till he was made major on 30 April, 1861, and 
though his disability prevent.ed him from seeing 
scrvice in the field during the civil war, he ren
dered valuable assistance as a member of vll.rious 
military commissions. FIe was promoted lieuten
ant-colonel , 7 June, 1862, and on 17 Feb., 1864, re
tired" for disability resulting from long and faith
ful servicc, and from wound and exposure in the 
line of duty." Col. Patten achieved some reputa
tion as a writer, and has been called thc "~oet 
laureate of the army." His lyrics include "The 
Seminole's Reply," "Joys that W c've Tasted," and 
"Episode of the Mexicall Wa,r," which he delivered 
on 14 Sept., 1878, the thirty-first nnniversary of the 
~apture of the city of Mexico. He published in 
book-form " Army Manual" (3el ed" New York, 
1863); "Infantry Tnctics, Bayonet Drill, arid Small
Sword Exercise" (1861); "Artillery Drill" (1861); 
"Ca\-alry Drill and Sabre Exercise" (1863); and 
"Voices of the Border," a collection of his fngitive 
poems (1867). He also edited Gcn. Philip St. George 
Cooke's" C!\\'alry Tactics" (1863). 
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PATTERSON, Johu James, senator, b. in 
Waterloo, Juniata co., Pa., 8 Aug., 1830. He was 
graduated at Jefferson college. p~\., in 1848, edited 
the J llniata "Sentinel " in the interest of Gen. 
Winfield Scott in the presidential campaign in 
1852, and for ten subsequent years t.he " HalTisburg 
Telegraph." He then engaged in banking and in 
the management of railroads, and in 1858-'61 was 
in the legislu,ture. He served in the National army 
on Gen. 8eth Williams's staff during the civil war. 
In 1869 he removed to South Carolina . . He was 
elected to the U. S. senate as a ReplIblicnn in 1872, 
lind served one term. 
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J:'AT'J'.Im.SON, Jtollert, soldier, b. in Cappagh, 
County Tyrone, Ireland, 12 Jan., 1792; d. in Phila
delphia. Pa., 7 Aug., 1881. His faLher, who was 
engaged in t.he I rish rebellion of 1798, escaped to 
this country and set
tled in Delaware coun
ty, Pa. Robert was 
educated in the com
mon schools, an.d sub
sequently became a 
clerk in a Philadelphin 
counting - honse. He 
was cOUlmissioned 1st 
lieutenant of infantry 
in the war of 1812, and 
a.fterward served on 
Gen. J oseph Bloom
field 's staff. He re
turned to commercial 
pursuits, engaged in 
manufacturing and es- rr/~-,-,- .. 
tablished several mills, V L ~ 
became active in poli
tics, and was one of the five Col. Pattersons in the 
Pennsylvanh1 convention that nominated A11Clrew 
Jacl(son fo r the presidency, and in 1836 was presi
dent of the elect.oral college that cast the vote of 
Pennsylvania for :Martin Van Buren. In 1838, and 
again in 1844, he was active in quelling local riots. 
He became major-general of volunteers at the begin
ning of the Mexican war, commanded his division 
at Cerro Gordo, led the ClLYal rv and advanced bri
gades in the pursuit, entered and took Jalapa, and 
was honorably mentioned in Gen. Winfield Scott's 
official report. After the war he r('snmed bllsinesR, 
and took command of the Pennsylva.nia militia. 
At the beginning of the civil war he was the oldest 
major-general by commission in the United States. 
On the president's first ca.JI for 75,000 men for 
three months, 15 April, 1861, he was mustered into 
service as major-general of volunteers, and assigned 
to It military department composed of Pennsyl
vania, Delaware, i'iaryland, and the District of 
Columbia. He crossed the Potomac on 15 June at 
Williamsport. 'When Gen. :McDowell advanced 
into Virginia., Gen. Patt.erson was instructed to 
watch the troops under Gen. Joseph E. Johnston 
at Winchester, Va. He claimed that the failure of 
Gen. 'Winfield Scott to send him orders, fo r whieh 
he had been direCted to wait. caused his failure to 
co-operate with McDowell in the movements that. 
resulteu in the battle of Bull Run. He was lllU S



tered out of service on the expiration oJ his com
mission, 27 July, 1801, and returned to privMe life. 
Gen. Patterson was a popular spe!lker, one of the 
largest mill-owners in the United Stlltes, and waS 
interested in sugar-refineries and cottoll-planta
tions. He was presiden t of the board of trustees of 
Lafayette college at the time of his death. He 
published "Narrative of the Campaign in the 
Shenandoah" (Philadelphia, 1865). - His son, 
}'ntncis Engle, soldier, b. in Philadelphia, Pa., 
24 June, 1827; d. in Fairfax Court-House, Va., 22 
Nov., 1862, entered t.he army from civil life iu 1847" 
as 2c1lieutcTl>tnt of artillery. Ih, becarne captain 
in 1855, res igned in 1857, and devoted himself to 
com mercial pursuits till the beginning of the civil 
war, when he took command of the 115t.h regiment 
of Pennsylvania vohnteprs. He became brigadier
general of volun teers, 11 April, 1862, and pa.rtici
pa.ted in the peninsula.r campaig-n. He was killed 
b the accident.al discharO"e of hls own isto!. 
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PAUL, Gabriel Renc, soldier, b. in St.I;ouis, 
Mo., 22 March, 1813; d. in Washington, D. C., 5 
May, 1886. He was gmduated at the U. S. military 
academy in 1834, made 1st. lieutenant in the 7th 
infantry, 26 Oct., 1836, and served in the Florida 
war in 1839-'42, surprising a camp of Seminole 
Indians near Tampa bay in the latter year. B e 
was commissioned captain, 19 April, 1846, took 
part in the Mexican war, was wounded at the bat
tle of Cerro Gordo, and brevetted major for gallant 
conduet at Chapultepec, where he led the storming 
PfU-ty that captured the enemy's fia.g. The follow
ing yea.r he was presented with a sword by the 
citizens of St. Louis, Mo., for his services in Mexico. 
In ~ln expedition to Rio Grande river, Texlls, in 1852, 
he took part in the capture of a band.of desperadoes, 
and on 2 Oct., 1858, he surprised and took a camp 
of hostile India.ns on Spanish Fork, Utah. La.ter 
he was promoted major of the 8th infantry, became 
colonel of the 4th New Mex ico yolun teers, and did 
good service ill keeping the Confedemtes out of 
that t.erritory. He was acting in spector-geneml of 
the Department of New Mexico till December, 
1861, subsequently in command of the southem 
military district, and on 13 April. 1862. engaged in 
a skirmish with the enemy at' Peral ta. He was 
made lieutenant-colonel on 25 ·April , brigadier
general of volunteers, 18 April , 1863, and colonel, 
13 Sept., 1864. He was present ttt Frederieksblll'g, 
ClulIIcellorsville, and Get.tysburg, in which latter 
engagement he was deprived of t.he sight. of both 
eyes by u. rifle-ball. In the following Noyembei' he 
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1 was presented by the 29th New J ersey volunteers 
wi th a jewelled sword fo r his services in that bat.tle. 
Gen. P aul was on sick-leave un til 16 Feb., 1865. 
sened as deputY-.s:?vernor of the Soldiers' home 
near Washington. u . C., till 13 June of that year, 
and was in charge of the mili tary asylum at 
fIrtrrodsburg, Ky., till 20 Dec.. 1866. Be was re
tired from active service. 16 Feb., 1865, on acco unt 
of his blindness. and on the 23d of the same month 
he was brevetted brigadier-general, U. S. mrny, for 
gallant uonduct at the battle of Gettysburg. In 
December, 1866, congress granted him the pay and 
allowances attaching to t he full rank of brigadier
general. On 10 Dec., 1886, a monument erected 
to the memory of Gen. Pa.ul in the Arlington, 
Va., cemetery, by his comrades of the Gmnd army 
of the republic, was dedicated wi th appro)Jriate 
cer~moni~s.-H is s~n, AI~$IlSt~ls CI~.o\lte/l.!I , 501
ch el, b. Jl1 Alban.\, N. Y., 16 Aplll , 1842, WitS 
a. cadet. at t he Kentucky milit.ary insti tu te in 
1861. In May, under the call for three mont hs' 
t roops, he enlisted and was made ca ptain of Ken
tucky mounted infantry. B e was mustered out in 
the following 'August, but entered the arm y again 
as captain in t.he 23d Kentucky volun teers, his 
commissi'on bem'ing date 2 J an., 1862. He took 
part wi th his regiment in the campaigns of the 
Armies of the Ohio and the Cumberland until 1 
June, 1863, when he was appointed assistant adju
tant-general of volunteers. In this capacity he 
served with the Army of the Potomac on the staffs 
of Gen. Henry Baxter and Gen. Andrew A. Hum
phreys, and on that of Byron R. Pierce. During 
this period Col. Panl took part in the battles of the 
Wilderness, Spottsylvania Court-House, etc., was 
captured by the enemy, spent eleven months in 
Confederate prisons, amI was among those officers 
th at were placed by the Confederates under the fire 
of Nationa.l !luns at Cha.rleston, S. C" He was 
brevett,ed maJor for ga.llantry in the Wilderness, 
and lieutenant-colonel for merit.orious conduct at 
Spottsylvania Court-House. He was mustered out, 
19 Sept. , 1865. On 11 May, 1866. he was appointed 
2d lieutenant in the regular army, bu t declined. 
He subsequently a.ccepted the same rank in the 3d 
cavalry, and was promoted 1st lieutenant, 20 Dec., 
1872. During the next twelve years Col. Pa ul saw' 
arduous ser vice on the western frontier. In May, 
1881, his health became so impaired that he re
signed ,hi s commission. 



PAx'rON, Elisha Franklin, soldier, b. in 
Rockbridge county, Va., 4 March, 1828; d. near 
Chan<:ellorsville, Va., 2 May, 1863. He was graclu
ated ~t Yale in 1847, studied at the Virgini~ mili
tary academy in Lexington, and became president 
of a ba,nk in Lynchburg. fIe joined the Confeder
ate army, in which he I'Ose to t,he rank of brigadier
general, commanded the Stonewall brigacle nnd sub
sequentlyan army corps, and served at Antietam, 
Fredericksburg, and Chancellorsville, being killed 
in the last-named action. 



PEARSON, Alfl'ed 'L, soljiie'r, b. in Pittsburg, 
Pa" 28 Dec., 1838, He was educated at Jefferson 
and Allegheny colleges, admitted to the bar in 
1861, and in 1862 became captain and then colo
nelof the 155th Pennsylvania regiment. He was 
brevetted brigadier-general of volunteers, 30 Sept., 
1864, for services .at Peeble's Farm, and maJor
general for a charge that. he made at Quaker Road, 
29 March, 1865, for which he was also compli
mented by Gen. Meade, His command fired the 
last shot at . Appomattox Court-Honse, On his re
turn he engnged in the practice of his profession, 
and was district nttorney in 1870, 1872, and ] 877, 
He has been active in militia mattei's, and ItS nmk
ing majol'-general of the Pennsylvltnia national 
guard coml1lltnded in Pittsburg during the riots 
of 1877. He also ended the troubles in Luzerne 
connty, and for his action in firing on the rioters 
was arrested on a charge of murder, but the grand 
jUl'y did not indict him. In 1888 he became com
mander of the National Union veteran legion. Gen. 
Pearson edited the" Sunday Critic" in 1886-'7, 
and is the author of three plnys, 1l0lle of which 
hnve yet been produced. 



PEARSON, Alfred 'L, solpie'r, b: in pittsburg, 
Pa.,28 Dec., 1838. He was educated at Jefferson 
and .Alle~heny colleges, admitted to the bar in 
1861, anu in 1862 became captain and then colo
nel of the 155th Pennsylvania regiment. He was 
brevetted brigadier-general of volunteers, 30 Sept., 
1864, fo r services at Peeble's Farm, and maJor
genel'lLl for a charge that he made at Quaker Road, 
29 :March, 1865, for which he was a.]so compli
mented by Gen. :Meade. His comma.nd fireu the 
last shot at Appomattox Court-House. On his re
turn he engaged in the pl'actice of his profession. 
and was district attorney in 1870, 1872, and 1877. 
He has been active in militia matters, and as rank
ing mtljor-general of the Pennsylvania n>ltional 
guard commanded in Pittsburg during the riots 
of 1877. He >llso ended the troubles in Luzerne 
county, and for his action in firing on the rioters 
was arrested on a charge of murder, but the grallu 
jury did not indict him. In 1888 he became com
mander of the National Uoion vetel'3,nlegion. Gen. 
Pearson edited the "Sunday Crit·ic" in 1886-'7, 
and is the author of three plays, none of which 
have yet been produced. 
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PEASE, Phineas, soldier, b. in ~omers, Conn., 
16 April, 1826. He wns educated in the common 
schools, and subsequently was employed on rail
roads in illinois. He became lieutenant-colonel of 
the 49th Illinois infantry at the beginning of the 
civii war, was severely wounded at Shiloh, partici
pated in the battle of Corinth, commanded a bri
gade at Du Giaise, La., Little Rock Ark., and 
Franklin, Mo., and was at Lhe baLtie of Nashville, 
and JllllnerOliS subsequent slllall engagements. In 
March, 1865, he received the brevet of brigadier
~eneral of volunteers: He beeaI?e general super
lIlteildent of the Indmna, BiooIDmgton, and West
ern r8.ill'oad in 1875, and superintendent of the 
Ohio Central railroa.d in 1880. and in 1885 became 
receiver and general managerof the Cleveland and 
Marietta. railroad. 



PECK, John James, soldier, b. in Manlins, 
N. Y., 4 Jan., 1821; d. in Syracnse, N. Y., 21 April; 
1878. His father was one of the earliest settlerti in 
Onondaga county. 'I.'he son was graduated 3,t t.he 
U. S. military aca,demy in 1843, assigned to the 2d 
artillery, and was on garrison duty in New York 
harbor till he was ordered to Texas in 1845. During 
thc :ilfexican war .be was at Palo Alto and Resa.ca 
de la Palma, took part in the assault on Federa
tion Hill at Monterey, and afterward received two 
brevets for gallantry-that of captain for Contreras 
and Churubusco, and that of major for Molino 
del Rey, where he had turned a captured gun on 
the enemy with great, effect. "His name and 
services," said his division commander, Gen Worth, 
"will be found in the official account of every 
battle save one fro 111 the commencement of the 
war to the conq aest of the basin of Mexico." He 
was given a sword on his return home in 1848, and 
after serving against the Navajo Indians in New 
Mexieo, and on recruiting service., resigned his 
commission on 31 March, 1853. He was then con
nected wi th a projec:ted railroad from New York 
to Synwuse by way of Newbur&" and also organ
ized in Svracuse the Burnct banK, of whicb he was 
cashier till the eivil war. He was also president 
of the board of education in that city in 1859-'61, 
and was interested in politics, serving as a delegatc 
itt the Democratic national convention of 1856, 
and in tbat at Charleslon in 1860, running for con
gress in 1856 anc11858, and once declining a foreign 
mission. He was appointed brigadicr-geneml I)f 
volunteers on 9 Aug., 1861, and served first in t he 
defences of Washington and then in the peninsula.r 
campaign. He render('d signal service at York
town; a,nd at Williamsburg, where he a.rrived with 
re-enforcements at a critical point in the battle, his 
troops, by steadily withstanding repeated nttacks 
from a snpl'rior force, did mnch to preserve the 
army from rout. At Fair Oak~ n horse was shot 
under him, a,nd he afterward covered the left flank 
of the army by holding White Oak swamp. He 
held an important place in the seven days' change 



of base, leading the "ear-gnard in the movement 
fr01l1 Turkey creek to Harrison's landing. He 
was promoted major-general of volunteers, 4 July, 
1862, and till September was in Yorktown, where 
he put the works in condition for defence. On 22 
Sept., 1862, he was assigned to the command of a.I1 
the Nationa.I troops in Virginia south of J'lmes 
river, where he rendered important oervice by his 
brilliant defence of Suffolk against a superior force 
under Longstreet, whose position on Hill's point 
he stormed and captmed on 4 May, 1863, thus 
virtnally ending the siege. After an absence of 
several months, which was necessitated by injuries 
that he had recei ved at Suffolk, he held command 
in North Carolina till April, 1864, and, after an
other leave of absence, on ' the Canada frontier till 
the close of the wa,r. He was mustered out of 
service, 24 Aug., 1865, and in 1866 organized at 
Syracuse the New York state life insurance com
pany, of which he was president till his death. 



PEIRCE, Ebenezer Weaver (purse), soldier, 
b. in Freetown, Mass., 5 April, 1822. He reeeived 
an academical education, and held vflrious local 
offices in Freetown and Lakeville, l\Iass. He was 
commissioned major of the Old Colony regiment in 
1844, and was made brigadier-general of state mili
tia in 1855. III 1859 he became lieuteuant of the 
Ancient and Honorable artillery company. Be 
commanded as brigadier-general the Massachusetts 
troops in Virginia in .1861, for three months, a,nd 
was appointed colonel of the 29th Massachusetts 
regiment Oil 13 Dec. of that year. He lost .an 
arm at White Oak Swamp, Va., 30 June, 1862, 
and commanded a brigade in the 9th army corps 
from September, 1863, till November, 1864, when 
he resigned, after serving in Kentucky, Tennessee, 
and Virginia. He was appointed in August, 1866, 
collector of internal revenue for the 1st district of 
Massachusetts, which appointment was not con
firmed by the senate. He is the author of " The 
Peirce Fflmily of the Old Colony " (Boston, 1870); 
"Contributions, Biographical, Genealogical, and 
Historical" (1874); "Indian History, Biography, 
and Genealogy" (1878); "Civil. Military, and Pro
fessional Lists of Plymouth and Rhode Island 
Colonies" (1881); and sketches of Bristol and 
Plymouth county tOWlIS. 



PELOUZE~ -Loi~-fsriie;ll'Y~ ~~Idiel', b. ill Penn
sylvania, 30 May, 1841; d. in Washington, D. C.. 1 
June, 1878. He was graduated at the U. S. mili
taTY academy in 1853, assigned to t.he art illery, and 
promoted 2d lieutena.nt on 11 Nov. In 1857-'8 
he was on duty in Kansas during the anti-slavery 
disturbances, and accompanied the second column 
of the Utah expedition as actin!?: assista.nt a.dju
tant-O'eneraJ. He was commi~sioned as captain on 
14 ~j;ty, 1861, and served durin!?: t.he civil war, 
first on the staff of Gen. John A. Dix, then in the 
Port Royal expedition, in Georgia. when Fort Pu
laski was captured, with Gen. James Shields at 
Port Republic, and as major on the staff with the 
2d corps of the Army of Virginia in the Shenan
doah mmpaign until he was severely wounded at 
Cedar Mountain, 9 Aug., 1862. After his recovery 
he served till the close of hostilities as assistant 
adjutant-general of . volunteers with the ranl< of 
lieutenant-colonel, being on special duty in the 
defen ces of IVnshington in the autumn of 1862, 
then with the troops of the Department of Vir
ginia till August, 18(j3. and ill the adjutant-gen
eral's department at Washington till May, 1864, 
and afterward in charge of thc records of colored 
troops in the war department till 14 June, 1868. 
For his gallant.ry at Cedar Mountain he was bre
vetted Iieutena.nt-colonel, and' on 13 l\'[arch, 1865, 
he received the brevets of colonel and brigaelier
general for valuable services ill the field anel in the 
adjuta.nt-genera.l's department. He was adjutant
geneml of the Depa,rtment of the Lakes in 1869-'73, 
and afterward till his death assist·a.nt in the otllce 
of the adjuta,nt-general of the a.rmy. 
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Pelouze. Louis Ho" [Born in Penn. Appointed from Penn.] 
Brevet 2nd Lieut. 4th- Artillery, 1 July, 1853. 2nd Lieut., 11 Nov., 1853. 1st 

Lieut., 1 May, 1856. Captain 15th Infantry, 14 May, 1861. Major Asst. Adjt. 
Genl., 24 March, 1864. Died 2 June, 1878. Brooet Rank:-Brevet Lieut. Colonel, 
24 Sept., 1864, for gallant and meritorious service at Cedar Mountain, Va. Bre
vet Colonel, 18 March, 1865, for diligent, faithful, and meritorious service in the 
Adjutant General's Departmeut during the war. Brevet Brigadier Genl., 13 
March, 1865, for most valuable and meritorious service both in the field and in 
the Ad·utant General's De artment durin the war. 



John Clifford, so.ldier, b. Ul Philadelphia, Pa., 
10 Aug., 1814; d. In Penllyn, Pa.. 13 .J uly, 1881, 
was appointed to the U. S. military academy on his 

-own application 
by President Jack
son, who had been 
a friend of his 
father. After his 
graduation in 1837 
he was assigned to 
the 4th artillery, 
and served against 
the Indians in 
Flol'ida in 1837-'9. 
and on the north~ 
ern frontierdlll'ing 
thc Canada bor~ 
del' disturbances 
ill 1840-'2. He c. ~ .(b<-- z:;;;::;:, was promoted 1st 
lieutenant on 19/ 
March, 1842, and 

was on garrison duty till the Mexican war, ·dtll·
ing whieh he served wit.h credit as aide to Gen. 
Worth, receiving the brevet of captain for gal
lantry at Monterey, and that of major for services 
at Molino del Rey. At the close of the war he 
was prescnted with a sword by eit.izens of Phila
delphia., and thanked, with other Pennsylvania 
offieers, by resolution of t.he legislature of that 
state. In '1848 he married Martha, daughter of 
William H. Thompson, of Norfolk, Va. He was 
promoted captain on 16 Sept., 1850, took part in 
operations against the Seminole Indians in 1849-'50 
and 1856-'7, and served at Fort Leavenworth dur
ing the Kansas troubles, and in the Utah expedi
tion of 1858. At the be~inning of the civil war 
he was ordered from 1< ort Ridgely, Minn., to 
Washington, and after his arrival there, in spite of 
the personal efforts of Gen. Winfield Scott to pre
vent him. resigned his eommission and was ap
pointed lieutenant-colonel of Virginia state troops, 
to date from 28 April, 1861. He was intrusten 
with the organization of the artillery and cavalry 
of the state, and became colonel on 8 May, 18(1l. 
On 15 Jnne he was made major of artille ry in the 
Confederate army, and two days later a brigadier
general. On 13 l"eb., 1862, he was promoted major
general, and at the request of Gen . .Robert E. Lee, 
whom he succeeded. was appointed to command 
the department that included South Carolina, 
Georgia, and Florida, with headquarters at Charles
ton. Here he strengthened the harbor defences, 
planning and beginning Fort Wagner and Battery 
B, and planting submarine obstructions. On 13 
Oct., 18(j2, he was promoted lieutenant-general, 
and assigned to the charge of the department t.hat 
comprised Mississippi, Tennessee, and eastern Lou
isiana. with headquarters at Jackson, Miss. Pem
berton's opemtions around Vicksburg and his de
fence of that city against Gen. Grant are described 



in the article GRANT, ULYSSES S. Aftel' his sur
render of the city and garrison on 4 July, 1863. he 
returned on parole to Richmond, where he remained 
until he was du ly exchan ged. As a ma.n of north
ern birth he had many enemies at the south dur
ing the early. period of t.he war, but he had always 
the confidence of the Confederate authorities. 
After his excha.nge, finding no command that was 
commensurate with his rank, he res igned, and was 
reappointed as inspector of ordnance, with the rank 
of colonel, in which capacity he served until the 
close of the Wtir. He then reti red to a farm near 
Warrenton , Va., but in 1876 returned to Philadel
phia. which was the horne of his brothers and sis
ters. In the spring of 1881 his health began to 
fail, and he removed, in the hope of benefiting it, 
to Penllyn, near Philadelphia, where he died. 





PENDER, William Dorsey, soldier, b. in l£dge
combe county, N. C., 6 Feb., 1834; d. in Staunton, 
Va., 18 July, 1863. He was graduated at t.he U. S. 
military academy in 1854, and assigned to .the ar
tillery, but was transferred to the 2d dragoons on 
3 March, 1855, and promoted 1st lieutenant, 17 
May, 1858. He was engagec1 in active service on 
the frontier until 21 March, 1861, when he resigned 
his commission. He was appointed colonel of the 
6th North Carolina regiment on 27 May, 1861, and 
brigadier-general in the provisional Confederate 
army, 3 June, 1862. He was promoted to the rank 
of major-general, 27 May, 1863. His brigade was 
composed of five North Carolina regiments of in
fantry, and formed part of Anderson's division, of 
Ambrose P. Hill's corps, in the Army of northern 
Virginia. His division was composed of the bri
gades of Pender, McGowan, Lane', and Thomas, in 
the same army. He died from wounds received at 
the battle of G.!lttY:.s£ur~. .. _ . 
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Nelson, soldier, b. in Richmond, Va., 26 Dec., 1809; 
d. in Lexington, Va., 15 Jan., 1883, was gradu
ated at the U. S. military academy in 1830, served 
as assistant professor of mathematics there in 
1831- '2, and the next year resigned to become pro
fessor of mathematics in Bristol college, Tenn. 
He was ordained deacon in the Pl'Otestan t Episco
pal chureh in 1837, priest in 1838, and the next 
year established the Episcopal high-school in Alex
andria, Va., and became its principal. In 1853 he 
accepted the charge of the church in Lexington. 
He joined the Confedemte army as captain of ar
tillery in 1861, was made colonel the same year, 
and shortly afterward appointed chief of artillery 
to the Army of the Shenandoah. He was COIl1
missioned b'rigadier-general in March, 1862, and, 
with three exceptions, participated in every battle 
that was fought by the Army of Northel'll Virginia 
from the. first battle of Bull Run to Appomattox, 
where, WIth Gen. John B. GOl'doll and Gen. James 
Longstreet, he was appoin ted to Ilegotiate the 
terms of sUl'render. He then retul'llcd to his charge 
in Lexington, which he had continued to hold 
during the civil war, and so remained until his 
death. He was largely instrumental in building the 
Lee memorial church in that town. He recei\'ed 
the degree of D. D. from Alexandria theological 
seminary in 1868. Dr. Pendleton published" Sci
ence a Witne~s for the Bible" (London, 1860). 
H is only son, Alexander S., served on Gen. "Stone
wall" Jackson's staff until his death, and subse
quently as adj utant-geneml to Gen. Jubld A. Ea.rl), 
and Gen. Richard S. Ewell. He was killed at 
Fisher's Hill, Va. , 22 Se t.,1864. 



1 ever knew."-His nephew, Galusha, soldier, b. 
in Valley Forge, Pa., 1 June. 1844, received an 
academical education. a.nd at seventeen years of 
age entered the Nationa.l army as a private. He 
was appointed captain in the 97t.h Pennsylvania 
volunteers in August. 1861, and major in October, 
served in the Department of the South, and was 
engaged in the operations in I<'lorida. and against 
Oharleston, S. C. He was wounded three times at 
Drury's bluff in May, 1864, was commissioned 
colonel in August, and in September was at the 



siege of Petersburg. He commanded a brigade in 
the 10th corps, and was. wounded at Fort Harrison, 
and again at Darby town road. He led his brigade 
in the final attack on Fort Fisher, and receive·d 
severe wounds, whieh confined him to the hospital 
until 1866. He was brevetted brigadier-general of 
volunteers, 15 Jan., 1865, for gallant service at the 
capture of Fort Fisher, was given that full rank, 18 
Feb., 1865, brevetted major-general of volunteers, 
13 March, 1865, "for gallant anel llleritorious ser
vice during the civil war," [mel received the same 
brevets in the regular army on 2 Marcb, 1867. He 
beca,me colonel of the 34th U. S. infantry in 1866, 
and in 1883 was retired by reason of wounds re
cei ved in action. 



Pennypacker. Galusha. [Born in Penn. Appointed from Penn.] 
Quartermastcr Sergeant 9th Penn. Vols., 22 April, 1861. Discharged 29 July, 1861. 

Captain 97th Penll. Vols., 22 Aug.,1861. Major, 7 Oct., 1861. Lieut. Colonel, 
7 June, 1864. Colonel, 15 Aug., 1864. Brevet Brigadier Genl. Vols., 15 Jari., 
1865, for gallant service in the capture of Fort Fisber. Brigadier Genl. Vols., 
18 Feb., 1865. Brevet Major Genl. Vols., 13 March, 1865, for gallant and meri
torious service during the war. Resigned 80 April, 1866. Colonel 84th Infantry, 
28 July, 1866. Brevet Brigadier Genl., 2 March, 1867, for gallant and merit~
;' ious service in the capture of Fort Fisher, N. C. Brevet :M:ajor Genl., 2 March, 
1867, for gallant and meritorious service during the war. Transfen-ed to 16th 
Infantry, 15 :March, 1869. 



- PERRIN, Abner l'Ionroe, soldier, b. in Abbe
ville county, S. C., in 1829 ; tl . at Spottsylvania., 
Va., 11 May, 1864. He W ltS educated at Bethany 
academy, S. C., and served in the Mexican war as 
1st lieutenant in the 12th volunteers. On his re
turn to South Carolina he studied and practised 
law un til 1861, when he entered the Confederate 
army as captain of the 14th South Carolina volun
teers, and was promoted colonel in April, 1863, and 
brigadier-general in May, 1864, with the command 
of an Alabama brigade. 



Alcxau(ler James, soldier, b. in New~London; 
Conn., 11 Dec., 1828, is the son of Nathanael Haz
a,rd. He was graduated at the U. S. milita,ry acad
emy in 1851, assigned to t.he 2d artillery, and served 
against the Seminole Indians in 1852. He was as
sistant professor of ma,thematics at West Point in 
1852-'7, in frontier service in the northwest during 
hostilities with the Sioux and Chippewa Indians, 
and beca,me captfLin in the quartermaster's depart
ment. He served in the civil war as chief quar
termaster of the Department of Florida, and par
ticipated in the relief and defence of Fort Pickens. 
On 20 April, 1862, he beeame lieutenant-colonel of 
volunteers, and in 1864 he was made chief of a bu
reau in the quartermaster's department with the 
rank of colonel. He was brevetted major, lieuten
ant-colonel, and colonel, on 13 March, 1865. and 
also bri~l\dier-general. U. S. army, for faithful and 
meritorious services in that department. He was 
commissioned major on 29 July, 1866, and lieuten
ant-colonel on 3 March. 1875. Since 1869 he has 
served as chief q uartel:master of various depart
ments, and he is now (1888) assista.nt quartermas
~r-ge~~ral of ,the (~~i~~or~ _o~ tile Pacific.-:-;Oliver 
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Perry, Alexr. J.'" [Born in Conn. Appointed from Conn.] 
Brevet 2nd Lieut. 2nd Artillery, 1 July, 1851. 2nd Lieut., 1 July, 1852. 1st Lieut., 

27 Sept., 1854. Captain Asst. Quartermaster, 17 May,1861. Lieut. Colonel 
Quartermaster, (Act 17 July, 1862,) 20 Aug., 1862, to 15 Jan., 1863. Colonel 
Quartennaster, (Act 4 July, 1864,) 2 Aug., 1864. Brevet Major, Brevet Lieut. 
Colonel and Brevet Colonel, 13 March, 1865, for faithful and meritorious service 
during the war. Brevet Brigadier Genl., 13 March, 1865, for faithful and meri
torious service in the Quartermaster's Department during the war. :r.rajor Quar
tennaster, 29 July, 1866. Relieved as Colonel Quartermaster, (Act 4 July, 1864,) 
1 Jan., 1867. Lieut. Colonel Deputy Quartennaster Genl., 3 March, 1875. 



PERRY, Edward Aylesworth, governor of 
Floridft, b. in Richmond, Berkshire county. 1\1ass., 
15 March. 1833. He entered Yale in the class of 
1854, but left college in 1853 and went to Alabama, 
where he studied law, was admitted to the bar in 
1857, and began practice in Pensacola, Fla. A t the 
beginning of the civil war he became captain of a 
company that he ra.ised for the Confederate service, 
a.nd was made colonel of his regiment, which he 
commanded a.t Se\'en Pines and the other battles 
a.round Richmond, being wounded at Fraser's farm. 
Be wa~ then made brigadier-genera.l, and led a bri
gade in the Army of Northern Virginia, which lost 
a larger number of men at Getty~bUl'g than a,ny 
other on t.he Confederate side. He was wounded a 
second time at the ba.ttle of the Wilderness in 1\1ay, 
1864. At the close of the war Gen. Perry resumed 
practice in Pensacola. He was elected' governor 
of Florida for four 'en,rs from January. 1885. 



Pnelps was a model. - Ebenezer's son, James 
Johnston, soldier, b. in Tyrrel county, N. C., 4 
July, 1828; d. nC(lr Winchester, Va., J 7 July, 1863, 
was grathmted at the University of North Cal"O
tina in 1847, ,md became assistant professor in the 
Naval observatory at Washington, but shortly af
terw(lrd began the study of law. He travelled in 
Europe in 1850-'2, and then began practice in 
Charleston. S. C. fIe was elected to the legislature 
in 1856, and in 1858 went abro!Ld again and enteTed 
the Sardinian army; but the peace of Villa Franca 
prevpnted him from seeing active servie'e, and after 
a visit to Spain he returned to South Carolina and 
devoted himself to the improvement of the milit,ia, 
in which he was elected captain. In 1860, by order 
of Gov. Pickens, he delllanded of Maj. Robert An
uerson t.he evacua.tion of Fort Sumter. He was 
afterward made colonel of the 12th North Carolina 
regiment, and in 1862 was promoted brigadier
general in the Confedemte army. He was wounded 
and taken prisoner at Seven Pines, and after his 
exchange fought at Gettysburg, where he COIll

JImnded H eth's division on the third day, took 
part in Pickett's cha.rge, and was wounded again. 
On the retreat into Virginia that followed he was 
surprised by a small party of National cavalry 
and received wounds from which he died three 
days later. Gen. Pet.tigrew published" Spain and 
the Spaniards" (1859). See" Memorial of ,J. John
ston P ettigrew," by William H. Trescott (Charles
ton, S. C., 1870). 



Charles Edward, juri~t, b. in Guilford, Vt., i 
May, 1833, removed with his parents to Pennsyl
vania in 1837, and to Maryland in 1841. He was 
graduated at Princeton in 1852, and at Barvllrd 
law-school in 1854. After a tour abroad he set
tled in practice in Howard countv a.nd subse
quently in Baltimore, Md. He joined the National 
army in 1862 as lieutenant-colonel of the 7th 
Maryland regiment, soon afterivard became colo
nel, was severely wounded at Spottsylvania, while 
temporarily commanding '11. division of the 5th 
army corps, and was captured. He servell in the 
Wilderness campaign, and in 1864 received the 
brevet of brigadier-general of \Tolunteers for" gal
lnnt conduct in the battle of Spottsylvania." He 
wa5 elected to congress as a Unionist in 1864, re
elected in 1866, nnd at the expiration of his term 
resumed the practice of law in Baltimore. In 
1867 he declined the appointment of judge of the 
Maryland court of appeals. In 1877 he raised a 
volunteer regiment to serve dUl'ing the riots of 
that summer. In 1882 he was elected a.ssociate 
judge of the superior court of Ba.ltimore, for n term 
of fifteen years. Judge Phelps has been for many 
years a member of the Ameri.ca.n society for the ad
vancement of sc.ience, was president of the board of 
school commissioners of Baltimore, is president of 
the Alumni association of Princeton, and professor 
of equity in the Baltimore law-school. In 1880, at 
the request of the Maryland Historical society, 
he delivered the address in commemoration of the 
150th anniversary of the foundation of Ba.ltimore. 
-Her stepson, John Wolcott, soldier, b. in Guil
ford, Vt., 13 Nov., 1813; d. there, 2 Feb., 1885. 
Five of his pnternal ance~tors were lawyers of high 
standing. His father, John Phelps. was a lawyer. 
und a lineal uescenunnt of William Phelps (q. t'.), 
The son wasgradul1tect at the U.S. military academy 
in 1830 with the rank of 2d lieutenant. He served 
against the Creeks and Seminoles, anu was engaged 
ill the action at Locha Rutchee in 1838. He was 
put in charge of the emigration to the west of the 
Cherokee Indians in that year. At the beginning 
of the Mexica.n war he led a complwy, which was 
under his command for two years. During that 
time he was in the battles of Vera Cruz, Contreras, 
and ChUl'nbusco. For gallant conduct he Wft.S 



brevetted captain, but declined to accept the nomi
nal promotion until 1850, when he received. the 
full commission. In 1852 he obta,ined a leave of 
l.bsence. and spent a year in Europe, and on his 
return wrote ltnd published, anonymollsly, I. volume 
entitled" Sibylline IJeaves, or Thoughts upon yisit
ing a Heathen Temple" (Brattleboro, Vt., 1853). In 
1859 Capt. Pbelps resigned his commission after 
serving for some time in the Utah expedition, and 
returned to Brattleboro. Vt., where he had pre
viously taken up his residence. He ha,d completed 
nearly twenty-three years of continnous military 
service. Much of the intervening period between 
his leaving the fl,J'my and the civil war was spent in 
wri ting articles against the aggression of the slave 
power. He volunteered his services to lead the 1st 
complmy of Vermont volunt.eers in 1861, which, to
gether with one regiment from Massachusetts and 
one from New York under his command, took pos
session of the mouth of James river. Thence he was 
ordered to the southwest, where he occupied Ship 
island with a New Enghtnd brigade. On 17 May, 
1861, he was made brigadier-genera.! in the volun
teer service. Subsequently he took part in the re
duetion of New Orleans. At that time he con
ceivcd the idea of organizing sla.ves as soldiers, but 
he was in advance of the tillie, and thc government 
commander bade him cease and set them at work 
instead. As he could not conscientiously do the 
latter, he retul'11ed to Vermont, after resigning his 
commission on 21 Aug., 1862. During his occupa
tion of Ship island he issued a manifesto "to the 
loyal citizens of the southwest," in which he set 
forth his "iews on slavery. He declined It major
general's commission when the negroes wcre finnlly 
armed. and spent the rest of his life in Brattleboro, 
Vt. His acquirements as a scholar and linguist 
were eonsiderable. He became vice-president of 
the Vermont historical society in 186B, ancl presi
dent of the Vermont state teachers' association in 
1865. He was nctive until his death in the anti
masonic movement, and was the candidate for 
president of the Amerienn party in 1880. He eon
tributed largely to current literature, published a 
volume entit.1ec1 "Good Behavior," intended as a 
text-book for schools, which was adopted in weslern 
cities (Brattleboro, Vt., 1880); and a "History of 
Madagascar" (New York, 1884) ; and the" Fables of 
Florian" (1888); and translated from the French 
Lucien de la Hodde's" Cradle of Rebellions" (1864). 
See his Memoir by Cecil H. C. Howard (Brattle
boro, Vt., 1887). 



""PiCKETT, Georg:e Edward, soldier, b. in Rich
mond, Va.., 25 Jan., 1825; d: in Norfolk, ~a., 30 July, 
1875. His father was a resident of Hennco county, 
Va. '1'he son was appoirited to the U. S. mil.ita~·y

academy from lIlmOls, 
and graduated in 1846. 
He served in the war 
with Mexico, was made 
2d lieutenant in the 2d 
infantry, 3 ~brch, 1847, 
was at the siege of Vera 
Cruz ,md was engaged 
in all the battles that 
preceded the assault 
and capture of the city 
of Mexico. He was 
tmnsferred to the 7th 
infantry, 13 July, 1847, 
and to the 8th infantry,

/!//:/ h -LL. 18 July, 1847, and bre
~W;?c//{&t{ vetted 1st lieutenant, 8 

Sept., 1847, for gallant 
and meritorious con

duct at Contreras and Churubusco, and captain, 
13 Sept., for Chapultepec. He became captain in 
the 9th inflLnt.ry. 3 March, 1855, after serving in 
garrisons in 'l'exas from 1849, and in 1856 he was 
on frontier duty in the northwest territory at 
Puget sound. Capt. Pickett was ordered, with 
sixty men, to occupy San Juan island then, dur
ino' the dispute with Great BritfLin over the north
w~st boundary, and the British governor, Sir 
James Douglas, sent three vessels of W!Lr to eject 
Piekett from his position. He forbade the la.nd
inO' of troops from the vessels, under the threat 
ottiring upon them, ami an actual collision was 
prevented only by the timely arrival of the Brit
ish admiml, by whose order the issue of force 
was postponed. For his conduet on this occasion 
Gen. Harney in his report com mended Capt. Pickett 
"for the cool j\1d~ment, ability, and gallantry he 
had displayed," amI the legislature of Washington 
territory passed resolntions thanking him for it. He. 
resigned from the army, 25 June. 1861, and after 
great dil"liculty and delays reached Virginia., where 
he was tlt once commissioned colonel in the state 
forces and assigned LO duty on RILpptlhannock river. 
In February, 1862, he was made brigac1ier-geneml 
in Gen. Ja.mes Longstreet's division of the Confed
erate arlllY under Gen. Joseph E. Johnston, which 
was then cn.lled the Army of the Potomac, but af
terwa.rcl beca.me the Army of Northern Virginia. 
His brigade, in the retreat before McClellan up the 
peninsnla and in the seven days' battles aronnd 
Richmond, won such a reputation that it wa:s 
known us " the game-cock brigade." At the battle 
of Gaines's Mills, 27 June, 1862, Pickett was severe
ly wounded in the shoulder, a,nd he did not rejoin 
his command unt.il aft.er the first Maryland cam
paign. He was then made major-genera.L with a. 
division that was composed entirely of Virginians. 
At the ba.ttle of Fredericksburg this division held 
the centre of Lee's line. For an account of Pick
ett's charge at Gettysburg, 3 Jnly, 1863, see the 
articles LEE, ROBERT E., and MEADE, GEORGE G. 
P\c1(~tt was afterward placed in command in lower 
Vlrgll1Ja and ell.stern No\·th Clirolina. In May, 
1864, he defended Petersburg and saved it from 
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surprise and captnre by Gen . Benjamin F. Butler. 
In the attaak on Gen. Butler's forces along the line 
of the railroad between Richmond and Petersburg, 
Pickett's division captured t.he works. Gen. Lee, 
in a letter of t.hank~ and congratulation, dated 17 
June, said: "We tried very hard to stop Pickett's 
men from capturing the breastworks of the ene
my, bnt could not do it." At Five Forks his di
vision received the bl'11nt of the National attack, 
and was entirely disorganized. After the war Gen. 
Pickett returned to Richmond, where he spent the 
remainder of his life in the life-insumnce business. 
His biography by Edward A. Pollard is in Pol
Im'd's "Life and Times of Robert E. Lee and his 
Companions in Arms" (NewYol'k, 1871). See also 
"Picke!_t's Men," by Walter Harrison (1870). 





, 

PILE, William A~ sold'ier, b. 'near 'Indian
apolis, Ind., 11 Feb" 1829, H,e received an aca
demic ed ucation, studied theology, and became a 
clergyman of the Methodist Episcopal chureh and 
a member of the Missouri conference. He joined 
the National army as chaplain of a regiment of 
Missouri volunteers in 1861 , and took command of 
a light battery in 1862. B e was subsequently 
placed at t.he head of a regiment of infan try, pro
moted brigadier-general of volunt.eers, 26 Dec. , 
186il, and served till the close of the 'I'm', being 
mustered ont, 24 Aug., 1865. H e was elec ted to 
congress from Missouri, and served from 4 March, 
1867, till 3 March, 1869, but was defeate<1 as the 
Republican candidate for the next congress. , Mr. 
Pile was appointed by Pregident Grant governor of 
New Mexico, served in 1869-'70, and was minister 
resident at Venezuela from 23 May, 1871, till his 
resignation in 1874. 



PILLOW, Gideon Johnson, soldier, b. in 
Williamson county, Tenn., 8 June, 1806; d. in Lee 
count.y, Ark., 6 Oct., 1878. He was graduated at 
the University of Nashville, Tenn., in 1827, prac
tised law at Columbia., 'renll. , was a delegate to 
the National De1nocratic com-ention in 1844, and 
aided largely in the nomination of his neighbor, 
James K. Polk, as the candidate for president. 
In July, 1846, hc was appointed brigadier-general 
in command of Tennessee volunteers in the Mexi
ca.n war. He served for some time with Gen. 
Zachary Taylor on the Mexican frontier, subse
quently joined Gen. Scott at Vera Cruz, and took 
an active part in the siege of that city, afterward 
being one of the commissioners that received its 
surrender from the Mexican authorities. At the 
battle of Cerro Gordo he commanded the right 
wing of the American army, and was severely 
wounded. He was promoted to major-general,13 
April, 1847, was engaged in the battles of Churu
busco, Molino del l'tey, and Chapultepec, where he 
was wounded. He differed WIth Gen. Scott in 
regard to the convelltion of Tacubaya, and the 
differences led to such results that Gen. Pillow 
requested a court of inquiry to try him on charges 
of insubordination that were made by Scott. 'rhe 
court was ordered, and he was honorabl.r acquitted. 
After the Mexican war he resumed the practice of 
law in Tenn!)ssee, and was also largely engaged in 
planting. In the Nashville southern convention of 
1850 Gen. Pillow took conservative ground, and 
opposed extreme measures. He received twenty
five votes for the nomination for the vice-presi
dencv at the Democratic National convention in 
1852: On 9 May, 1861, he was appointed by Gov. 
Isham G. Harris a ma~or-general in the provisional 
army of the state of l'ennessee, and aided largely 
in the organization of its forces. On 9 July, 1861, 
he was made a brigadier-general in the provisional 
Confederate army. He commanded under Gen. 
Leonidas Polk at the battle of Belmont, Missouri, 
7 Nov., 1861, and was second in command under 
Gen. John B. Floyd at Fort Donelson in February, 
1862. He declilled to assume the chief command 
a.nd to surrender the forces at this fort, so, turning 
the .place over to Gen. Simon B. Buckner, he es
caped. He was now relieved from command, but 
subsequently led a detachment of cavalry, and 
served under Beauregard in the southwest. He was 
also chief of conscri ts in the western fIe art-ment. 



PITCHER, Thomas GlllJlble, soldier, b. in 
Rockport" Spencer co.. Ind., 23 Oct., 1824. He was 
graduated at .the U. S. military academy in 1845, 
and assigned to the 5th infantry, with which he 
served in the military occupation of Texas. He 
was transferred to Ule 8th infantry in 1846, and 
during the war with Mexico took part in the en
ga,gements at Vera Cruz, Cerro Gordo, San An
tonio, Contreras, and Churubusco, for which he 
was brevetted 1st lieutenant, Molino del Rey. Cha
pultepec, and the capture of the city of Mexico. 
He was promoted to 1st lieutenant, 26 June, 1849, 
and was on duty at posts in Texas and Arkansas 
till the civil war, serving as depot-commissary at 
San Antonio in 1857-'9. and receiving his pl'Omo
tion to a captaincy. 19 Oct., 1858. He served in 
defence of EIa,rper's Ferry in ,Tune, 1862, and in the 
Virginia campaign of that year, being brevet,ted 
major for services at Cedar Mountain, where he 
was severely wounded. He was commissioned 
brigadier-general of volunteers on 29 Nov. , 1862, 
but was disa,bled by his wound till 10 Ja,n., 1863. 
He was on duty as commissary and provost-mar
shal during the rest of the war, attaining the rank 
of major on 19 Sel?t., 1863, and receiving all the 
brevets up to and lI1cltHlinl; brigadier-general in 
the regular army on 13 MarCh, 1865. He wa.s made 
colonel of the 44th infantry, 28 July, 1866, served 
as superintendent of the U. S. milltary academy 
from 28 Aug. of that year till 1 Sept., 1871, and 
was governor of the Soldiers' home at Washington, 
D. C., in 1871-'7. H3 was then on special duty or 
lenve of ab~ence till his retirement on 28 June, 
1878, "for disability contra.cted in the line of duty." 
From 1 March, 1880, till 15 Oct" 1887, he was 
superintendent of the New York state soldiers' 
and sfLi lors' home. 



PLAISTED, Harris ~Ierrill, soldier, b. in 
J efferson, N. H., 2 Nov., 1828. He worked on a 
farm and tnught dnring his early manhood, and 
wa.s graduated at 'Waterville college (now Colby 
university) in 1853, and at Albany law-school in 
1855. He was then admitted to the bar and began 
practice in Bangor, Me., in 1856. He entered the 
National volunteer service in 1861 as lieutenant
colonel, was commissioned colonel in 1862, partici
pated in McClellan's peninsular campaign, com
manded a briga.de before Charleston, and served 
with Grant before Richmond. He received the 
brevet of brigadier-general of volunt.eers in Feb
ruary, 1865, and tha.t of major-general of volunteers 
in March of the same yea.r. He resumed his pro
fession after the peace, was a delegate to the Na
tional Republican convention in 1868, and attorney
general of Maine in 1873-'5. He went to congress 
us a Republican in 1874 to fill a vacancy, served one 
term, declined re-election, and wus gOI'ernor of 
Maine in 1881-'3. Since 1884 he has editeel and 

ublisheel "The New Ag-e " in Augusta Me. 
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PLEASUN'l 'UN, Augustus James, soldier, b. In 
Washington. D. C., 18 Aug., 1808. B e was gradu
ated at th e U. S. military academy in 1826, a,nd then 
served on garrison duty at the Artillery school for 
practice in Fortress Monroe, and on tOl?ographical 
duty until 30 June, 1830, when he reSigned from 
the army. After studying law,. he \Va·s admitted to 



the bar, and he has since practised in Philadelphia. 
He has sen'ed in the Pennsyh'ania militia, holding 
the rank of brigade-major in 1833, and becoming 
colonel in 1835, and he was wounded during the 
conflict with ll.J"lned rioters in Southwa,rk, Pa., on 
7 July, 1844. Dnring the political disturbances in 
Harrisbnrg, Pa., in 1838-'9, he was assistant adju
tant-general and paymaster-general of the state. 
On Hi May, 1861, he was appointed brigadier-gen
eral of Pennsylvania militia, and clmrged with the 
organization and subsequent command during the 
civil war of a home-guard of 10,000 men, including 
cavalry, a,rtillery, and infantry, for t.he defence of 
Philadelphia. In 1839-'40 he was president of the 
Harrisburg, Portsmonth, Mountjoy, and Lancaster 
railroad company. He has devoted his leisure to 
the cultivation of a farm near Philadelphia, where, 
as early as 1861, he began to experiment on the 
action of difEeren t colored rays upon vegetable and 
anima.l life. He claimed to hal'e demonstrated 
that the blne rays of the sun were especially stimu
lating to vegetation. His experiments were subse
quently applied to animals, and afterward to in
valids, and wondel'ful cures were said to have been 
wrought. The public bccame interested in his ex
perilllents, Iwd for a time a so-called" blue-glass 
cl'!\ze" prevailed, culminating in 1877-'8. Gen. 
Pleasonton published many parers in advocacy of 
his theories, and a book cntitlec "Influence of the 
Blue Ray of the Sunlight. and of the Blue Color 
of the Sky in Developing Animal and Vegetable 
Life, in Arresting Disease" (Philadelphia, 1876). 
-His brother, Alfred, soldier, b. in Washington, 
D. C., 7 June, 18~4, was graduated at the U. S. 
lllilitury academy in 1844, served in the Mexican 

war, and was bre
vetted 1st lieuten
ant for "gallant 
und meritorious 
conduct in the bat
tles of Palo Alto 
and Resaca de la 
Palma." He sub
sequently was on 
frontier duty with 
his company, and 
was commissioned 
1st lientena,nt in 
1849, and captain 
in 1855. He was 
acting assistant ad

A d /J ~ ---,IZ-- jlltant-generH.! t.o 
~/~~Gen. William S. 

Harney during the 
Sioux expedition, and his adjutant-genera.! from 
1856 till 1860 in the campaign against. the Seminoles 
in li'lorida., and the operations in Kansas, Oregon, 
and Washington territory. He comma.nded his 
regiment in its march from Utah to Washington 
in the autumn of 1861, was commissioned major of 
thc 2d cavalry in February, 1862, served thl'Ough 
the Virginia peninsular campaign, became briga
dier-generalo volunteers in J1Jly of that year, aBd 
commanded the division of cavalry of the Army of 
the Potoma.c that followed Lee's invading a.rmy 
into Maryland. He was engagec1at Boonesborongh, 
South Mountain, Antietam, and the subsequent 
pursuit, engaged thc enemy frequently at l<~reder
icksbnrg, and sta,yed the further ad vance of the 
enemy at Chance\lomville. On 2 May, when Jaek
son's Confederate corps wa.s coming clown upon th", 
right flank of Hooker's army, and had already 
routed Howard's corps, Gen. Pleasonton, by his 
quick and skilful action, saved the al'my from It 

serious disaster. Ordering the 8th Pennsylvania 



cavalry to charge boldly into the woods in the face 
of the advancing host (see KEENAN, PETER). he de
layed. Jackson's progress a few minutes-just long 
enough to throw into position all the arti llery that 
was within reach. He ordered the guns loaded 
with grape and canister, and depressed enough to 
make the shot stril(e the ground half way between 
their line and t he edge of the woods. When the 
Confederate column emerged, it Illet such a storm 
of il'oll as no troops could pass through. About 
this time Jackson fell, and before a.n y new manum
vres could be undertaken dm'kness inlt an end tu 
the day's work. He received the brevet of lieu
tenant-colonel for Antietam in 1802, was promoted 
umjor-general of volunteers in June, 1863, partici
pated in the numerous actions that preceded the 
battle of Gettysburg, was comma.nder-in-chief of 
cavalry in that action, and was brevetted (;olonel. 
2 July, 1863. He was transferred to Missouri in 
1864, 'droye the forces undel' Gen. Sterling Price 
fro m the state, and in March, 1865, was brevetted 
brigadier-general in the U.8. army for gallant and 
meritorious conduct in that campaign, and major
general for services throughout the civil war. He 
resigned in 1808, was U. S. collector of revenue for 
several yea.rs, and subsequently president of the 
Terre Haute and Cincinnati railroad. In May, 
1888, he was pla.ced 0 11 the retired list, with the 
ra~k_q,!.£olonel, U. S.~A. . _ _ 





PLUMMER, Joseph B, soldier, b. in Barrc. 
Mass., 10 Aug., 1820; d. near Corinth, Miss., D 
Aug., 1862. He was graduated at the U. S. mili
tary academy in 1841, served in Florida, on the 
western fronticr, and in the Mexican war, became 
lieutenant in 1848, and captain in 1852. He ren
dered important service to Gen. Nathaniel Lyon 
in the capture of Camp Jackson, Mo., and was 
severely wounded at \Vilson's Creek in August, 
1861. He became colonel of the 11th Missouri vol
unteers in September of that year, defeated the 
Confederates at Fredericktown, Mo., on 12 Oct., 
and was appointed brigadier-general of volunteers 
the next day. He subsequently participated in the 
battles of New Madrid and Island No. 10. He be
came major of infantry in April, 18H2, served in 
the Mississippi campaign, at the siege and battle 
of Corinth, and in pursuit of the enemy to Boon
ville from 1 till 11 June. His death was the re
sult of exposure in camp. 



' 

Leolli<iIlS, 1'. E. bisl~op, b. in R:aleigh, .N. C., 10 
A ril, 1806; d. on 1'1I1e mo,un tam, Ga., 14 June, 
IJ64 was educated at the VlllverSlty of North Cal'O

, lina, and at the 
U. S. military 
academy. wh~re 
he was' gl'll.du
ated in 1827,and 
at once brevet
ted 2d lieuten
ant of artillery. 
Having, in the 
mean time, been 
induced bv Rev. 
(afterward Bish· 
op) Chu.rles P. 
Mclll'aine, t hen 
chaplain at the 
academy, to 
study for the 
ministry, he re
signed his com
mission the fol
lowing Decem- . 
bel'. was made 

deacon in the Protestant Episcopal church in 183.0, 
and ordained priest in 1831. He served in the 1\1:on
umental church, Richmond, Va. , as assistant for a 
year, when, his health failing, he went to Europe 
to recuperate. Soon after his return he removed 
to Tennessee, and became rector of St. Peter's 
church, Columbia, in 1833. In 1834 he was clerical 
deputy to the geneml convention of the Episcopal 
church, and in 1835 a member of the sto,ncl ing 
committee of the dioc·ese. In 1838 he reeeived the 
degree of S. T. D. from Columbia. and the same 
Year he wn,s elected and consecrated missionary 
bishop of Arkansas and the Indian territory south 
of 36° 30', with provisional charge of the dioceses 
of Alabama, l\Iiss i ~si ppi, and Louisiana, and the 
missions in t he republic of Texas. These charges 
h~ held until 184 1., when he resigned all of thelll 
wlt.h the exeeptiol1" of the diocese of Louisiana., of 
~hlCh he remained bishop until his death, intend
Ing to resume his cl ut ies after he had been relensed 
from service in the field. In 1856 he initia.ted the 
rnoveme!lt to establish the Universit.y of the South, 
all~ until 1860 was engaged with Bishop Stephen 
Elhott, and other southem bishops, in perfecti ng 
p.lans that resulted in the opening of that insti tu
tl.OI~ at Sewa.nee, Tenn. At the beO'inning of the 
Civil .war he was a strong sympatll izer with the 
doctr.lII~ of secession. His birth, education, and 
a.:s?cmtlOns were alike Ronthem. !lnd his property, 
II hlCh was very considerable in land anel sla,ves, 
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aided to identify him with the project of establish
ing a, southern confederacy. His familia rity with 
the valley of the l\'Iissi~sippi prompted him to urge 
upon Jefferson Davis a.nd the Confederate authori
ties the importance of f6rtifying and holding its 
strategical points, and amid the excitement of the 
tillle the intluence of his old military training be
came uppermost in his mind. Under these cir
cumstances the offer of a major-generalship by 
Da\' is was regarded not· unfavorably. He applied 
for advice to Bishop William Meade, of Virgillia, 
who replied that, his beins: all exceptionaJ case. he 
could not advise agILinst Its aeceptance. His first 
uommand ext.ended from the mouth of Red river, 
on both sides of the Mississippi, to Paducah on the 
Ohio, his headquarters being at Memphis. Ullder 
his general direct.ion the extemive works at New 
Madrid a,nd Fort Pillow, Columbus, Ky., I~land No. 
10, Merllphis. and other points, were constructed, 
On 4 Sept., Gen. Polk transferred his headquartcrs 
to Columbus. where the Coufederates had massell 
a large force of iufan try, six field · batteries, a siege
batt cry, three battalions of cavalry, and three 
steam boats. Opposite this place. at Belmont, Mo., 
on 7 Nov., 1861. the battle of Belmont was fought. 
Gen. Polk being- in command of the Confederate 
and Gen. Gran(of the National troops. The Con
federates claimed a victory. Gen. Polk rema,ined 
at Columbus until :March, 1862, when he was or
dered to join Johnston's and Beauregard's army at 
Corinth, Miss. As commander of the 18t corps, he 
took part in the battle of Shiloh, 'renn., and in the 
subsequent operations that ended with the evacua
tion of Corinth. In September and October he 
commanded the Army of Mississippi, and fought 
at the battle of Perryville, during the Confedcmte 
invasion of Kentucky. In the latter pnrt of Octo
ber and November he was in command of the 
armies of Kentucky and Mjssissippi anel conducted 
the Confederate retreat from the former state. In 
October he was prOmoted to the rank of Iieutenant
general, and commanded the right wing of the 
Army of Tennessee at the battle of Stone river. 
In the Chickamauga c!Lmpaign. he also led the right 
wing. According to the official report of Gen. 
Braxton Bragg, it was only through Polk's disobe
dience of orders at Chickamauga that the National 
army was saved from aunihilation. He was ac
cordingly relieved from his command, and onlered 
to Atlanta. Subsequently Jefferson Davis, wit.h 
Gen. Bragg's approval. offered t.o reinstate him, 
but he declined. He was then appointed to take 
charge of the camp of Confederate prisoners that 
had been paroled at Vicksburg and Port Hudson. 
I n Decem her, 1863, h.e \~'a~ as.signed to the Del/art
ment of Ahlbama, lVllsSISSlppl, alld East LOtllSIana, 
in place of Gen. J oseph E. Johnston, who was as
signed to the Army of Tennessee. By skilful dis
positions of his troops he prevented t.he junction 
of the National cavalry column under Gen. William 
800y Smith with Gen. Sherman's army in southern 
Mississippi. Gen. Polk's prestige being restored, 
he was ordered to unite his command (the Arml 
of Mississippi) with the army of Gen. Joseph E. 
Johnston, who opposed the mareh of Sherm!l11 to 
Atlanta. After taking part in the principal en
gagements that occurred previous to the middle of 
June, he was killed by a cannon-shot while recon
noitring on Pine mountain, Ilear Marietta, Ga. 
His biography is in course of preparation (1888) 
by his ~on, Dr. Wi!liaI? M. Polk, of New York. 





-William's grandson, Lucius Eugene, soldier, b. 
in Sa,li~bury. N. C., 10 July, 1833, was the son of 
Willinm J. Polk. He was gradunted at the Uni
versity of Virginia in 1852. At the beginning of 
the civil war he entered the Confederate army as a 
private under Gen. Patrick R. Cleburne, but was 
soon commissioned 1st lieutenant, and as such 
fou~ht at Shiloh, where he was wounded. He was 
rapidly promoted until he was made brigadier
~eneral in December. 1862, and joined his brigade 
m time to take part in the battle of .i\Iurfrcesboro, 
where his command made a charge, for which he 
was complimented by Gen. Braxton Bragg in his 
report of the engagement. Gen. Polk was also 
present at Ringgold gap, Ga., in 1863, and at 
many other actions. At Kenesa\v mountain, Ga., 
in the summer of 1864, he was severely wounded 
by a cannon-ball and disabled for further service. 
He then retired to a plantation in Maury county, 
Tenn., where he has since resided. In 1884 he was 
a delegate to the National Democratic convention 
at Chicago, !md he is a,t present (1888) a memher of 
the senate of the state of Tennessee, having been 
elected on 1 Jan. 1887. 


