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.FASNACHT, Charles H., soldier, b. in Lan cas
t er county, Pa., 27 lIiarch, 1842. He enlistcd in 
1861 in the 99th Pennsylvania reg iment., and mus
tered out of ~ervice in July, 1865, as 1st lieutenant. 
On12 May, 1864, just after the taking of the salien t 
at Spottsylvania, he captUl'ed the flag of the 2d 
Louisiana regiment, taking the color-bearer and 
color-guard prisoners, but, was shortly afterward 
wounded, and fell into the enemy's ha.nds. ,Vith 
over one hundred others he lay on the battle-field 
several clays, waiting to be taken to Richmond, and 
was finally rescued by National troops. During 
this t ime he lute! t.he flag concealed in the lining 
of his blollse. For his gal.lautry he received the 
United States medal of honor, a sih'er medal from 
the directors of the sanita.ry bir at Phila.delphia" 
and the bronze" Kearny bad e." 
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FAUNTLEROY, Thomas Tnrner, soldier, b. 
in Richmond county, Va., 6 Oct., 1796; d. in 
Leesburg, Va., 12 Sept., 1883. He was commis
sioned a lieutenant in the war of 1812-'15 when 
but seventeen years old. He studied law in Win
chester, practised in Wan'enton, and in 1823 was 
elected to the legislat ure. In 1836 he was commis
sioned a mu,jor of dragoons in the regular army, 
and served in the Seminole war. In September, 
1845, hc was detached from Gen. Taylor's arlUY to 
hold in check the Indians on the fron tier of Texas. 
From this duty he was ordered to join Gen. Taylor, 
and subsequently, in Mexico, he commanded the 
cavalry of Gen. Scott's army. In 1849 he was pro
moted to the lieutenant-colonelcy of the 1st dra
goons, ,md cOll1manded the troops on frontier du ty 
in Texas. In 1850 he was promoted colonel. In 
the win ter of 1854-'5 he conducted a campaign 
aga,inst the hostile Indian tribes of the Rocky 
mountains, and in 1858 he made a,nother mid
winter campa.ign al1ainst the India,ns in New Mexi
co. In May, 1861, ne entered the Confederate ser
vice. lIe was commissioned a brigadier-genera.l by 
the convention of Virginia, and placed in command 
of Richmond and its defences. But, after the 01'
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, ganization of the Coniederate government, it re
fused to contiI'm his cornmission, although he 
J'anked all the officers but one that had resigned 
from the U. S. army to serve the Confederacy.-His 
SO il, Archibahl Mag'ill, physician, b. ill vVarren
ton, Va., 8 July, 1837 ; d. in St'lllllton, Va., 1~ 
June, 1886, wa,s graduated in medicine a,t the Uni
versity of Pennsylvania in 1856, and in 1857 en
tered the U. S. army as assistant surgeon; but he 
and his brothel', a lieutenant in the navy, re
signed at the same time with their father. He be
came a surgeon in the Confederate army, and was 
president of the board for the admission of sur
geons, and chief officer on the medical staff of Gen. 
Joseph E. Johnston, and served with him until the 
battle of Seven Pines. He was then ordered to 
build and organize the hospitals at Danvi.lle, Va., 
and afterward had cha,rge of the military hospital 
at Staunton, Va., unti.l the war ended. He re
mained [mel practised at Staunton after the W8,r, 
and was for several years superintendent of the 
lunatic asylum at that place. His contributions to 
medical literature include papers on bromide of 
potassium, chloml hydrate, the nse of chloroform 
in obstetrical pmctice, and a "Report upon Ad
vance in Thempeutics," which was printed in the 
" Transactions ' of the Virginia medical socicty.
Anoth{Jr son, Thomas T., became judge of the 
Virginht supreme court of appeals.-Their sister, 
Mary 'flturstoll, married Surgeon-Geneml Barnes, 
of the U. S. army. 
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FEARING, Benjamin Dana, soldier, b. in 
Harmar, Ohio, 10 Oct., 1837; d. thcre, 9 Dec., 1881. 
He was graduated at iVIariettn in 1856, nnd entered 
n Philadelphia publishing house. In April, 1861, he 
enlisted in the 2d Ohio regiment, took part with it 
in the battle of Bull llun, became adjutant of the 
36th Ohio in August, and on 17 Dec. was made 
major of the 77th Ohio, which he commanded at 
Shiloh. On 26 Aug., 1862, he was made lieuten
ant-colonel of the 92d Ohio. which he had assisted 
in mising, al1l1 was promoted to coionel on 22 
l\furch, 1863. He defended Hoover's Gap at the 
head of three regiments, and distinguished him
self at, Chickamauga, where he wus severely 
wOllnded. He rejoined his regiment in March, 
1864, led it at Resaca, Kenesaw, Atlanta, al1ll 
Jonesboro, and on 2 Dec. wus brevetted brigadier
generaJ of volunteers. He commanded a brigade 
in Sherman's march to the sea, and was aglLin se
verely wounded at Bentondlle. where he led lL 
charge,ot which Anson C. McClurg, in his" Lost 
Cha.nce of the Confederacy," says, "Upon this 
movement of Gen. Fearing's brigade, in all probll
bility, turned the fortunes of the dtLY." After 
the war he engaged in ma,\1ufacturing in Cincin
nati, but illness can sed by his wounds forced him 
to retire in 1869, [Lnd finally ended his life. Gen. 
William T. Sherman spoke of him as "the bravest 
man t,bat fought on Shiloh's fieJd." 



l"EA'fHERS'fON, Winftehl 'Scott, solrlieJ:, b, 
in Rutherford connty, Tenn., 8 Aug., 1821. He was 
educatedl1t various academies, and in 1836, while 
at school in Georgia, servetl for three rnont·hs I1S a 
volunteer against the Creek Indians. He then 
studiedlnw, and was atlmitted to the bar in 1840. 
He was afterward elected to congress as ,I Democrat, 
antl servetl in 1847-'51, but was defeated for (I 

third term by the Union c'1ndiuate. He was a presi
dential eleutor on the Democmtic ticket in 1852, 
'\l1d was sent by his state to Kentucky in Decem
ber, 1860, to confer with the authorities on the 
subject of secession. In May, 1861, he became 
colonel of the 17th Mississippi regiment. He 
served in Virginia in 1861-'2, and on 4 MaTch of 
the latter year was promoted to brigadier-geneml 
for gaUantry at Ball's Blufl'. He was wounded on 
the fifth day of the battles around Richmond, and 
in .January, 1863, was transferred to Vicksburg at 
his own request. He l!omrnamled an expedition 
sent to meet Porter's gun-boats, ascending Deer 
Creek, joined .Johnston in Georgia in 1\1ay, 1864, 
and continued with that army till the surrender in 
1865, commanding ,1 divisiOli much of the time. 
Aiter the war he returned to the practice of law, 



' 1 and was a member of the Mississippi legislature in 
: 1876- '8 and 1880-'2. In 1881 he became judge of 
; th~g~. ~~!?J.£i~I~<;~I:?I!!Lo! _~~e_ .:'ta~e. _ 
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FERRERO, Ed,;;;u:ii;' ~~ld(~r, b. in Gmnada, 
Spain, 18 JlU1., 1831. His pa.t·ents were Ib.lian, 
nnd he was brought to the United StMes when an 
infan t. His fnther's house in N ew York WtlS fre
quented by Italian poli Lieu.l refugees, and he en
joyed the friendship of Ga.riba.ldi, Argenti, Albius, 
and Avazzana. Before the eidl war the son con
ducted a dancing-school, and also taught dancing 
at the U. S. militnry academy. At the beginning 
of the war he was lieutenant-colonel of the 11 th 
~ew York militia. regiment. In 1861 he ra.ised the 
51st New York regiment, called the "Shepard 
rifles," and led a brigade in Burnside's expedition 
to R,oanoke Island, where his regiment took the 
first fortified redoubt captured in the \Va.r. He 
also commanded a brigade at Newbel'l1, and under 
Gen. Reno, lInd in 1862 served in Pope's Virginia 
ca.mpaign. He Wll~ in the battles of South Monn
ta,in and Antietam, aud for his bmvery in the latter 
enga.gement was appointed brigadier-geneml, 19 
Sept" 1862. He served at Fredericksburg !l,nd a.t 
Vicksburg, commanded the 2d brigade of Gen. 
Sturgis'S division, 9th army eorps, and a. division 
at the siege of Knoxville. He afterw3,rd marched 
the 9th corps over the mOlln ta.in s, without roads 
lind by compass only, to Cincinnati. Ferrero WH S 

in command at the defence of Fort S!lndcrs a.gainst 
the despen,te assanIt of Longstreet, and at the 
bo.ttle of Bean's Station, under General Shaclde
ford, by his timely occupation of Kelley's Ford, 
frustrated Longstreet's attempt to send a detach
ment. across the Holst.on, a.nd so po.ralyze the Nll
tiono.l forces by striking them in the rea l'. ] n 
Gmnt's fina.l campaign, including the siege of 
Petersburg, he commanded the colored di vision of 
the 9th corps. He was brevetted major-geneml, 2 
Dec" 1864, find mustered out in A ngust, 1805. 
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FERRY, Orris Sanford, senato r, b. in Bethel. 
Fa.irfield co., Conn., 15 Aug., 1823; d. in Norwalk. 
Conn., 21 Nov., 1875. I-Ie was graduated at Yale 
in 1844. studied law, was admitted to the bar in 
1846, and began practice in Norwalk. In 1847 he 
was ~Lppointed lieutenant·colonel of the first tlivi
sion of Connecticut militia, and from 1849 till 1856 
was judge of probate for the district of Norwalk. 
He was elected to the state senate in 1855, serving 
two years, and in 1857-'9 was uistrict attorney for 
the countvof F nirfield. He was an unsueeessful 
Republicun candiclttte for congress in 1856, but 
was elected two years later, serving in 1859-'61, 
nnd being again defeated in 1860. When the civil 
war began, he zealously supported the National 
government, and in July, 18tH, became colonel of 
the 5th Connecticut reO'iment, joining Gen. Banks's 
corps in Maryland. He was promoted to brigadier
general, 17 March, 1862, and was assigned a brigade 
in Shields's division, from which he was transferred 
to Peck's div ision of the 4th army corps under Gen. 
Keyes. He served till the close of the \Val', resiO'Md 
his com mission, 15 JUlle, 1865, nndon 23 May, 1866, 
was elected U. S. sena,tor from Connecticut, taking 



his seat in March. 1867. Dnring the latter part of 
tae reconstruction period he opposed President 
Johnson, and "oted guil ty at his impeachment tria.l. 
In 1872 Mr. Ferry WIl S re-elected by a coalition of 
1I1Llependent l l.epublie!ws and Democrats, but he 
adhered to Gen. Grant's administration and op
posecl the Liberal Republican candidates at the 
presidential election of thn.t year. He voted against 
the ci vii rights bill on the ground that it would 
prejudice the cause of public education. While in 
the lower house of congress Gen. Ferry served as It 
member of the committee on re"olutionary claims, 
,mel the special co mmittee of thirty-throe on t ho 
rebeilious states. 'While in the senate he was It 

member of the com mi ttees on private lanel claims, 
public buildings, and patents, and afte r his re-elec
tion in 1872 was chairman of the latter committee.- . 
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Pitt's son, James Deering, b. in Westbrook, Me., 
28 Sept., 1833: d. in Portla.ncl, Me., 18 Nov. , 1882, 
was gra.dua.ted a.t Bowdoin in 1852, studied law, 
and practised in Portland. He enlisted a uompany 
ea.rly in the civil war, nne! entered the serviue itS 

ua.pt.nin of the 2d U. S. slmrp-shooters, 2 Nov., 1861. 
He served on Gen. Dlwid Hunter's sta.ff in the De
pa,rtment of Sout,h Ca.rolina in 1862-'3, was present 
a.t the a,ttack on Fort McAllister in 1862, a.t, t.he 
opemtions 011 the. Edisto, and at Dupont's Attack 
on Chatleston. FIe was Assigned to the duty of 
organizing and commandiug the first regiment of 
colored troops in 1862, but the govemment was not 
then ready to use colored troops. He was promoted 
to colonel ill 1862, and in September, 1863, reported 



to Gen. Hooker, and was engaged in the campaign 
of Lookout Mountain ,md Missionary Ridge, and 
in the Atlanta campaign in 1864. He was promoted 
brigadier-genera.l of volunteers, 8 Aug., 1864, or
deI'ed to Gen. Sheridan ill October, and was wi th 
him at Cedflr Creek. On 13 Mflrch, 1865, he was 
brevetted major-general of volunteers, awl was on 
duty in South Carol ina. He was appointed register 
in bankruptcy for the first. district of Maine in 
1868, a.nd represen ted Portland in the legislature 
in 1872-'4.-Another son of William Pitt, l'rnllcis, 
soldier,- b. in Portland, Me., 18 March, 1839, was 
grad uated a.t Bowdoin in 1858, and studied la w at 
Harvard a.nd in New York. He was af.pointecl C3 p
ta.in in the 19th U. S. infn.nt.ry on 14 I\' 'ty, 1861, and 
was severely wounded at Shiloh. From October, 
1862, till July, 1863, he was colonel of the 25th 
Maine volunt·eers, and commanded a brigflde in 
front of ,Vashington and near Centreville, Va. He 
was tLppointed brigadier-general of volunteers, 10 
May, 1864, and major-general, 9 Nov., 1865. In 
1864 he was with Gen. Banks ill the R ed river 
expedition, and was present at Sabine Cross-Roads, 
Pleasant Hill, and MOllett's Bluff, where, leading 
his brigade in an assau lt, he lost ,t leg. In Novem
bel', 1864, he was on duty in Washington, and in 
1865 was in command of the 1st infant.ry division, 
Department of West Virginia, and was afterwarll 
assigned to Hancock's 1st. vetemn corps. H e was 
a member of I;he Wirtz military commission in 
Washington in 1865, and assistant commander of 
the bu reau of refugees, freedmen, ,t11l1 abandoned 
lands in 1860. He was retired wit·h the rank of 
brigadier-general ill the regular army, 1 Nov., 1866. 
He Berved as mayor of TJortland ill 1876, but de
clined a renomination.--Another son of William 
Pitt, Samuel, soldier, b. in Portland, Me., 6 Jan., 
1841; d. in Centreville, Va., 1 Sept., 1862, was 
graduated at Bowdoin in 1861. H e began to study 
law, but soon entered the military service as 2d 
Iieutemmt in the 2d Majne battery. 30 Nov., 1861. 
He 'vas promoted to 1st lieutena.ut.3 June, 1862, 
was aide to Gen. Zebulon B. Tower in July, 1862, 
,tnd was mortally wounded in the second battle of 
Bull R un, 31 Aug.-Samuel Clement's son, Joshun 
Abbe, b. in Roeklanc1, Me., was a ppoin ted 2dlieu
tenant in the 1st U. S. cavalry. 24' j\farch, 1862; 2d 
Iieutena.nt 5th artillery, 6 Sept., 1862; 1st lieuten
a.nt, 30 NOI'., 1865; captain, 26 June, 1882; and was 
wounded at Chickamauga ..-Another son, Snnuicl, ' 
b. in Rockland, Me., was appOinted 2c1 Iielltenant 
in the 5th Maine batter)" 18 Jan. , 1865. He is a 
lfl,wyer !1I1d politician in Stamford, Conn. 
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FISK, Samul'l, soldier, b. in Shelburne, Mass., 
23 July, 1828; d. in Freclericksbnrg, Va., 22 May, 
1864. He was graduated at Amherst in 1848, was 
in Andover theological seminary from 1850 till 
1852, was tutor at Amherst from 1852 till 1855, 
then travelled a year in Europe and t.he east, and 
was pastor of the Congregtttional church at Madi
son, Conn., in 1857. He entered the National army 
as a private in the 14th Connecticut regiment in 
1862, became captain, was for some time a prisoner 
in Richmond, distinguished himseli ill several bat
tles, and fell at the head of his company on the 
second day of the battle of the Wilderness. 6 May, 
dying in the hospital. His letters from Emope 
and the east, first published in the Springfield 
"H.epublican" under the pen-name of ., Dunn 
Browne," appeared in a volume in 1857. His" Ex
periences in the Army," under the sallie assumed 
na~?!l.'-. ~~~~e Rubl!s~e~.}!~.186? 



-HiS son, Webster, politician, b.'in CI~~;e'rp~;:t: 
Breckenridge co., Ky., 9 J an., 1832, was admitted 
to the bal' in 185 1, a nd became interested in poli
tics, holding important local offices. At the bes-in
ning of the civil war he was commissioned bl'lga
dicr-geneml of volunteers in the Confedera.te ser
vice. In 1865 he was appointed judge of the 5th 
judicial district of Texas. He WIIS elected to the 
State constitutional convention in 18G9, and two 
years afterward became lieutenant-governor of the I 
state. H e was chairman of the delegation to the 
l'tepublican convention which met ill Philadelphia 
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"American Archives." - Another son, '~lfllliJillg
Ferguson, soldier, h. in Washington, D. C., 17 
Dec., 1824, wu.s ~rad l1ated at Harvu.rd in 1845, and 
at the law-schoOl in 1848. He was appointed major 
of the 20th Ohio regiment in 1861, promoted Lo 
lieutenant-colonel, :md engaged at Fort Donelson 
and Shiloh. Be was-then made colonel, was with 
Gen. Grant in his campaign in sO ll thwestern Ten
nessee and his exped ition into northern Mississippi 
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in 1862-'3, took part in the siege of Vicksburg, 
and on 11 Aug., 1863, was made brigadier-general 
of volunteers. He was with Sherman in his At
lanta caml?aign and his march to the sea, was br':.
vetted maJor-general of volunteers, 13 March, 1860, 
and commanded a district in Mississippi till he 
was mustered out of service, 11 Jan., 1866. He 
was judge of the court of common pleas of Hamil
ton county, Ohio, in 1867-'77, ant! judge of the 
superior court of Oincinnati from that year till 
1887. He has published "From Fort Henry to 
Corinth," beinO' vol. ii. of "Oampaigns of the Oi\Til 
IVaI''' (New YOI'l{, 1881), and severa.l pamphlets, 
mostly historical, includ ing "Prehistoric Ma.n," 
"Darwinism and Deity," "The Mound-Builders" 
(Oincinnati, 1873); "Some Early Notices of Ohio 
India,ns"; "To What Race did the Mound-Build
ers belong:~" (1879); "Marching Hcross Carolina" 
(1883); "Personal Recollections of the Vicksburg 
Campaign" (1885); "Letters of Amerigo Vespuc
ci," an address delivered before the Ohio historical 
and philosophical society (1885); and "Sketch of 
the Life of JtlStice John l\1cI.Jeo,n" (Cambridge, 
1885). He has edited Walker's" Introduction to 
American Law" (Boston, 1878), and Harris's" Prin
ciples of Criminal Law" (Oincinnati, 1880). 



" 

FORREST, Nathan Bedford, soldier, b. in 
Bedford county, 1'enn., 13 July, 1821; d. in Mem
phis, Tenn., 29 Oct., 1877. While yet quite young 
he removed with his family to Mississippi, where 
his fat,her soon afterwa.rd died, leaying Nathan 
ma,inly responsible for the support of the house
hold. In 1842 he removed to Hernando, Miss., 
and established himself as a planter, remaining 
there till about 1852, when he went to Memphis, 
Tenn., and became a real estate broker and dealer 
in ~laves. When the civil war broke out he had 
amassed a considerable fortune. In June, 1861, he 
joined .the Tennessee mounted ri:fte~, and in July 
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following he raised and equipped, at the request of 
Gov. Harris, a reg iment of cavalry, and was made 
lieutenant-colonel. In October he moved with his 
men to Fort Donelsoll, where he remained until 
the ltpproach of Gen. Gmnt, and whenee he was 
allowed to escape with his men before the flag of 
truce was sent. After a raiding excnrsion, clur
ing which he visited Nashville, Hnntsville, amI 
Iuka, he took part in the battle of Shiloh. He WtlS 

assigned to the comml1nd of the C!\va.lry at Chatta
nooga in the following June, participated in t he 
attack on Murfreesboro on 13 July, 18U2, and on 21 
July was made bl·igadier-gcneml. In September 
he was in command at Murfreesboro, and on 31 
Dee. was engaged at Parker's Cross-H.oads. He 
fought at Chickamauga 011 19 and 20 Sept., 1863, 
and in November was transferred to north ern 
Missi~sippi. In the following month he was made 
major-geneml and assigned to the command of 
Forrest's cava.lry department. He was in com

mand of the Con
fedemte forees that 
attacked li'ort Pil
low in April , 1864, 
and, while negotia
tions for the sur
remler of the fo rt 
were in progress 
under a flag of 
truce, 1l10ve<l troops 
into favorable po
sitions that they 
could not have 
gained at [LUY other 
t im e. Maj. Bra.d
font the command
er of the fort re

///~ fused to sUl;ren
/"J~~ - ~ der, whereupon the 
'-'"/. I - - - - - - \. works were tnken 

by assaul t, nnd the 
garrison. consisting mninly of colored troops, were 
given no quarter. The excuse given by Forrest's 
Illen was, that the fhtg of the fort had not been 
hauled down in token of surrender. Dnring the 
operat ions of Hood and Thomas in Tennessee he 
proved a great somce of annoynnce to the National 
commanders, and in Febl"lUlry, 1865, he was pro
moted to the rnnk of tieuten!mt-genernl. He was 
finnlly routed by Gen. J a mes H. Wilson on 2 Apri l, 
18G5, and on 9 May he surrendered at Gainesvi ll e. 
After the war he was president of the Selma., Ma
rion, and Mem phis rnilroad, bu t resigned in 1874. 
He was a delegate from Tennessee to the 1'.Tew York 
Democratic national convent ion of 4 ,Tuly, 1868. 
Some of Gen. Forrest's offieial documents li re very 
amusing for their peculiar orthography and phrase
ology. In his dispatch announcing the fall of Fort 
Pillow, the origina.l of which is still preserved, he 
wrote : "We busted the fort at ninerclock and 
scaterecl the niggers. The men is still It eillanem 
in the woods." Accounting for prisoners, he wrote: 
" Them as was eotch with spoons and brestpins Itnd 
sich was cilld Itlld the rest of the lot was payrold 
and told to g it." See" Campaigns of N. B. ]'orrest," 
by T. Jordan a.nd J. ~. Pr~<?r (New Yorlr' 1~~8). 



FOltSY'l'H; James W., soldier, b. in Ohio about 
1835. He was graduated at the U. S. military 
academy in 1856, and assigned to the infantry. 
He was promoted t.o 1st lieutenant on 15 l\brch, 
1861, was for two months assistant instmctor to 
a brigade of Ohio volunteers, and on 24 Oct. was 
made captain. He was on Gen. McClellan's staff 
during the peninsular twd lIiarylaild ca.mpa,igns, 
was brevetted major on 20 Sept., 1863, for gal
lantry at Chickamauga, and in 1864-'5 was as
sistant adjutant-general of volunteers and chief
of-sbLf:I to Gen. Sheridan. He took part in the 
Richmond and Shenandoah campaiO"ns, ami was 
lantry at Opequan, Fisher's HilL !lucflliiddletowu, 
brevetted brigadier-general of volunteers for gal
19 Oct., 1864; colonel in the regular army, 1 April, 
1865, for services at Fiye Forks, and brigadier-gen
eral on 9 April, for services during the war. He 
was given the full commission of brigadier-general 
of volunteers on 19 lIiay, and in 1866-'7 was assist
a.nt inspector-general of the Department of the 
Gulf. He was aide to Gen. Sheridan in 1869-'73, 
milita.ry secretary of the division of the lIiissouri 
in 1873-'8, and was then assigned to frontier duty, 
taking part in the Bannoc1, campa,ign of 1878. 
In 1886 he became colonel of the 7th cal'alry. He 
ha.s published" Report of an Expedition up the 
Yellowstone Ri vel' in 1875" (Washin 'ton, 1875). 
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FOR'l', Greenberry Lafayette, soldier and 
politician, b. in French Grant, Scioto co., Ohio, 11 
Oct., 1825; d. in Lacon, Ill., 13 Jan., 1883. In 
May, 1834, his parents left Ohio and settled in 
Marshall county, Ill., ,where he was brought up on 
a farm and a,ttended ~chool. He then studied law, 
was admitted to the bar, and began practice in La
con, where he was elected sherifi' in 1850, was clerk 
of the circuit court in 1852, and county jndge in 
1857-'61. In his first case Abraham Lincoln was 



the opposing counsel, and Dayid D~wis the presid
in"" judge. On the first call for troops in 1861, he 
YUlunteered in the National army, served in the 
Army of the Tennessee on both field and staff duty 
through all its campaigns, and was chief quarter
master of the 15th army corps on the march from 
Atlanta to the sea, and until the final surrender of 
Johnston's army. He was afterwa.rd ordered with 
Sheridan's command to Texas, where he was mus
tered out as colonel and brevet brigadier-geneml 
of volunteers at Gal yeston in 1866. He was elect
ed to the state senate of Illinois in that year, and 
was afterward chosen to congress as a Republican, 
servin from 1873 till 1879. 
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--FOSTER, John Gr:1J~,-s~l-di~1:,b. in Whitefield, 
N. R.o 27 May, 1823; d. in Nashua, N. H, 2 Sept., 
1874. He was graduated nt the U. S. militllry 
academy in 1846, assigned to the engineer corps, 
and served in the Mexican wa.r under Gen. Scott, 
being engaged at Vent Cruz, Cerro Gordo, Con
treras, Churubusco, and Molino del Rey, where he 
was severely wounded. He received the brevets of 
1st lieutenant and captain for gallantry. He was as
sistant engineer in ;\1aryland in 1848-'52, and on 
coa-st-sul'vey duty in Washington, D. C., in 1852-'4, 
and after promotion to a 1st lieutenancy acted as 
assistant professor of engineering at "Vest Point in 
1855-'7. At the beginning of the civil war he was 
stationed nt Charleston, S. C., and safely removed 
the garrison of lrol't Moultrie to lrort Sumter dur



ing the night of 26:...27 Dec., 1860. He was bre-. 
vetted major for the distinguished part he took in 
this transfer. and was one of the defenders of the 
fort during Its subseqnent bombardment. He was 
made brigadier-genera! of volunteel's, 23 Oct., 1861, 
commanded a brigade in Burnside's NOI·th Caro
lina expedition, and received the brevet of lieu
tenant-colonel for his services !Lt Roanoke isl
and. While in command of the Department of 
North Carolina, with the nmk of major-general of 
volunteers, in 1862-'3, he conducted several impor~ 
tant expeditions. He had charge of the combined 
departments of Virginia and ·North Carolina from 
July till November, 1863, and aftenv!Lrd of the 
army a.nd department of the Ohio, which he relin
quished in December, 1864, on account of severe 
injuries from the fall of his horse. After the term i
nation of his sick leave he commanded the Depart
ment of the South, co-operating efficiently with 
Gen. Sherman, a,nd preparing to assist in the re
duction of Charleston under Sherma,n's orders, when 
suffering caused by his old wound obliged him to 
transfer the command to Gen. Qnincy A. Gilllllore. 
In 1865 he was brel'etted brigadier-general in the 
regular army Lor g,tllant services in the capture of 
Savannah, Gn., and major-genera! for services in the 
field during the rebellion. He was in command of 
the Department of Florida in 1865-'6, and on tem
porary duty in the engineer burcan of Washin&ton 
In 1867. He afterward served as superintending 
engineer of various river and harbor improve
ments. His submarine engineering operations in 
Boston and Portsmouth harbors were conducted 
with great ability and were em inently successful. 
He contributed articles to periodical literature 
on engineering topics, and published" Submarine 
Blasting in Boston Ha,rbor" (New York, 1869. 



]<'OSTER, Robert Slu)(ifor<l, soldier, b. in Ver
non, Jennings co., Ind., 27 Jan., 1834. He was 
educated at t.he Vernon common-school. During 
the civil war he fought with Indiana troops, and 
was made brigadier-geneml of volunteers on 12 
June, 1863. He was qrevetted major-general of 
volunteers on 13 March, 1865, resignin<> on 25 
Sept., and being appointed lieutenant-coYonel of 
the 27th regular infantry, but declined. Since the 
war he has resided in lndiam\,polis, was its treas
urer from 1867 till 1872. He was U. S. marshal 
for the district of Indiana f rom 1881 till 1885. , , 



--FRAN-j{LIN":' "'{llj;~{' Buel, soldier, b. in 

1 York, Pa.., 27 Feb., 1823. He was graduated at 
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the U. S. military academ~' in 1843 at the head of 
his class, amon~ the members of which were Ulys
~es S. Grant, Cnristopher C. Augur, a.nd James A. 
Hardie. He served in the topogmphical engineers 
until the outbreak of the civil war, the dates of his 
various commissions being as follows: 2d lieuten
ant, 21 Sept., 1846; 1st lieutenant, 3 Ma.rch, 1853; 
and ca.ptaill, 1 July. 1857. He was brevetted 1st 
lieutenant,23 Feb., 1847, for gallantry at the ba.ttle 
of Buena Vista. [n the Mexican war he was at
tached to the sta.ff of Gen. Ta.ylol· !IS a topographi
ca.l engineer, was engaged in making reconnois
sances, and carried Taylor's orders on the battle
field of Buena Vista. His other service prior to 
1861 was such as ordinarily fa.lls to an engineer 
officer. He was engaged in surveys on the western 
plains and Jnountains, as Hssista.nt professor at West 
Point, as engineer-secretary of thc light-honse 
board, a.nll in charge of the construction of light

ceived the brevet of brigadier-geueml in the regu
la.r army. 30 June, 1862, for his gallant conduct in 
the battles before Hichmond, and of JU ajor-general, 
13 March, 1865, for services during Lhe rebellion. 
Ris first active service was at Bull Run, where he 
commanded a brigade in Heintzleman's division, 
and was engaged in the heaviest part of the battle, 
around the Henry honse. On the organiza,tion of 
t.he Army of the Potomac he received a division, 
aud, when the 6th army corps was formed, he was 
placed in its command, retaining it throughout the 
year 1862. He was in most of the battles on the 
reninsulu-Yorktown, West Point, White Oak 
Bridge, Savage's Station, Malvern Hill, and Ha.rri
son's Landing. After his return to Maryhmd with 
the army, he was in eomma.nd on the field of Cramp
ton's Gap, South Mountain, 14 Sept., 1862, and wa.s 
engagcll in the battle of Antietam, 17 Sept., 1862. 
At the battle of Fredericksburg, 13 Dec., 1862, he 
commanded the left gra.nd division, consisting of 
his own corps, the 6th, under Willia.m F. Smith, 
und the 1st corps, under John F. Reynolds. (See 
BURNSlDE.) Gen. Burnsille complained to the com
mittee on the conduct of the wa.l' that Franklin did 
not obey his orders in this buttle, unel the latter 
was shurply censured by the committee. He was 
ulso one of the generals removed by Bnrnside for 
insubordination, and the failure of the president to 
approve the order of removal led t.o Bnrnside's 
resigna.tion of his comma.nd. After being on wait
ing orders for several months, Gen. Franklin was 
returned to active service in July, 1863, and on 
15 Aug., 1863, was assigned to the command of 
the 19th army corps. He took pmt in the Red 
river expedition of 1864, and was wounded in the 
battle of Sabine Cross-Roads, 8 April, 1864. He 
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was obliged to leave the army on account of ill
nesE,29 April, 1864, and rema.ined on leave of ab
sence till 2 Dec., when he was assigned to duty on 
a retiring board at Wilmington, Del. During his 
lelLVe he was captured by Confed"rate raiders 
while he was riding on the Philadelphi;\ and Bal
timore railroad,l1 July, 1864, but escaped from 
them on the followin~ night. ' He resigned, 15 
March, 1866, and since has been enga.ged as vice
president of the Colt's fire-arms company at Bart
ford, Conn., and in various other manufacturing 
enterprises. Be has had charge of the constrnc
tion of the new state-house at Hartford, was sta,te 
commissioner at the Centennial exposition of 1876, 
presidential elector in 1876, adjutant-general of 
Connecticut in 1877 and 1878, ,md president of the 
board of managers of the National home for dis
abled soldiers in 1880-'7. He has contributed vari
ous articles to the "American Cyclopreclia" and 
to p~riod2cal literature?n mili~ar[ sub,jec.ts.::::-H,is 



FREillON'l'~ J ohn'Cilal:ies,-~;;-plol:~~" b. i;l Sa
vanrmh, Ga.., 21 J an., 1813. Ris father, who was (t 

Frenchmttn, had settled in Norfolk, Va., married 
Anne Beverley Whiting, a Virginian lad)', and sup
ported himself by teaching his native langullge. 
After his death, which took place in 1818, his wielow 
removed with her three infant children to Cluwlcs
LOn, S. C. John Charles entered t.he junior class 
of Charleston college in 1828, and for some time 
stood high, especia,jly ill mathematics; bnt his in
attention a,nd freqnent absences at length caused 
his expulsion. He then employed himself as a 
pl'i vntc teacher of mathematics, (md at the sa.me 
time ta.ught an evening school. He became teacher 
of matlu'ma.tics on the sloop-or-war "Natchez" in 
1833, and nfter a cruise of two years returned, and 
was given his degree by the college that had ex
pelled him. He then passed a rigorous examina



tion at Baltimore for a professorship in the U. S. 
navy, and was appointed to the friga te "J11l1epen
dence," but declined, and became an assist.ant engi
neer under Capt. William G. Williams, of the U. S. 
topographical corps, on surveys for a projected 
railroad between Charleston anll Cinuinnati, aiding 
particulnrly in the explora.tion of the mountain 
passes between North Carolina aud Tennessee. 
This work was suspended in 1837, and Fremont 
accompanied Capt. "Villiams in a military recon
noissance of the mountainous Cherokee country in 
Georgia, North Carolina, and Tennessee, made 
ra.pidly, in the depth of winter, in anticipi~tion of 
hostilities with the 
Indians. On 7 
July, 1838, while 
engaged with Jean 
Nicolas Nicollet in 
exploring, under 
government au
thority, the coun
try between the 
Missonri and the 
norlhem frontier, 
he was commis
sioned by Presi
dent Van 'Buren as 
2dlieutenant of to
pographical engi
·neers. He went ./-4 ?' / 
to Washington in ~~. ~ 
1840 to prepare his 
report, am while there met J essie, daughter of· 
Thomas H. Benton, then senator from Missouri. 
An engagement was formed, but, as the lady was 
only fifteen years of age, her parents objected to 
the match ; and suddenly, probably through. the 
influellce of Col. Benton, the young officer receIved 
from the wa.r department an order to make an 
examination of the river Des Moines on the west
ern frontier. The survey was made rapidly, and 
shortly after his retlll'n frolll t.hi~ du ty the lovers 
were secretly manied, 11) Oct., 1841. In 1842, 
Fremont was instl'Ueted by the war depa.rtment to 
take charge of an expedition for the exploration of 
the Hocky mountains, particula,rly the South pass. 
He left Washingt.on on 2 1\1"y, and in foul' months 
had carefully examined the South pass and ex
plored the Wind River mountains, ascending their 
highest point, since known as Fremont's pcak 
(13,570 ft.). His report of the expedition was laid 
before congress in the winter of 1842-'3, and at
tmcted milch attention both at home and abroad . .. 
Immediately afterward, Fremont determined to 
explore the unknown region between the Rocky 
mountains and the Pacific, and set out in May, 
1843, with thirty-nine men. On 6 Sept., after trav
elling over 1,700 miles, he came in sight of Great 
Sail lake. His investigations eoneeted mu.ny vague 
and erroneous ideas about this region, of which no 
aceura~e account. had ever been given, and had 
great JI1tluenee JI1 promoting the settlement of 
Utah and the Pacific states. It was his report of 
this expedition tha.t gave to the 1\1ormons their first 
idea of Utah as II pla.ce of residence. AIter leav
ing Great Salt lake, he explored the upper tribu
taries of the Columbia, descended the valley of that 
river to Port Vancouver, neal' its mouth, and on 
10 Nov. set out 01') his retum. H is route lay 
through an a lmost unknown region leading from 
the Lower Columbia to the Upper Colorado, lind 
was crossed by high and rugO"ed mountain-cha.ins. 
De~p snow soon forced him to de~eend .il;to the great 
baslII, and he presen tly found hI mself, HI the depth 
of winter, in a desert, with the prospect of death to 
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his whole party from cold and hung-er. Byastro
nomical obsel'l,lttion he found that he WfiS in the 
la.titude of the blty of San Francisco: but between 
him a.nd t.he va,lltJYs of CaJifornia wus It ,;now-cla.cl 
range of l\Iountains, which tho Indians declared no 
man could cross, and over which no 1'0wfl.rd could 
induce them to at.tempt to guide him. Fremont 
undertook the passage without a g uide, lind accom
plished it in forty d'lys, reaelling Sutter's Fort, on 
the Sacramento, eady in l\lanm, with his men re
duced almost to skelotons, and with only thirt.,Y
three out of sixty-seven horses auel mules remain
ing. Resuming his journey on 24 March, he crossed 
the Sierra N cvada t.hrough a gap. and after another 
visit t.o Great, Salt laJ«(' return ecJ to Kansns through 
the South pass in ,July, 1844, having been absent 
fourteen months. The reports of this expedition 
occupied in their pn'pamtion the remainder of 1844. 
Fremont was given t.he doub lc brevet of 1st licut.en
ant and captain in .Jam!>].ry, 1845, at the instancc of 
Gen. Scott, and in the spring of thut year he set 
out on a third expedition to explore the great basin 
lll1el the mari timc region of Oregon and Califol'llia. 
After spending the summer in exploring the water
shed between the Pacific and the Mississippi, he 
cncamped in Octobcr on t.he shore of the Great Salt 
litke, n.n<l aiter crossi ng the Sierra Nevada with a 
few men, in the dead of win ter, to obtu.in supplies, 
left his party in the vall ey of the San J oaquin 
while he went to Monterey, then theca.pital of Cnli
forni a, to obtain from the i\Iexic.tn authorities per
mission to proceed with his exploration. This was 
grllnted, bnt was almost immediately revol<ed, allel 
Fremont was ordered to lenye the conntry without 
delay. Compliauce with this dCllJU.nd was impossi
ble, on acconnt of t.he exhaustion of Fl'emont's 
men and his lack of supplies, n,nd it was thereforc 
refused. The Mexican commander, Gen. JOS<l Cas
tro, then mustered the forces of the prol' iuce and 
prcpa.red to Ilttack the Americans, who numberc(l 
only sixty-two. Fremont took up a strong posi
tion on the Huwk's peak, u mount:1in thirty miles 
from i\ionterey, built a rude fo rt of fell ed trees, 
hoisteel the American flag, and, hnving plent.y of 
amlllunition, resolyed to defend himself. The Mexi
can general, with a large force, encamped in the 
plain immediately below the Americans, whom he 
hourly threatened to attack. On the evening of 
the fourth day of the siege Fremont withdl'ew with 
his party and proeeeded toward the San Joa.quill. 
The fires were still burning in his deserte<l c>1mp 
when a messenger urri ved from Gen. Castro to pro
pose n cessation of hosti lities. Fremont now made 
hi~ WILy northward through the Sacramento vnlley 
into Oregon without further trouble, aud near Tht
math lake, on D i\itty, 1846, met a pa.rty in sea.rch 
of him with despatches from vVa.shingt,on, di.rect
ing him to watch oyer the interests of the United 
States in California, there being reason to 'lPfre
hend (-.lUlt t.he province would be transferrec to 
Great Britain, and also tha.t Gen. Castro intended 
to destroy the American settlemen ts on the Sacm
mento. 'He promptly retlll'ned to California, where 
he found that Castro was already mu.rching a,gainst 
the settlen)Cnts. The settlers fl ocked to r"romont's 
camp, and i.n less than a month he had freed north
em California from Mexican authoritv. He re
ceived a lieutemll1t-colonel's commission 'on 27l\Iay, 
and was elected governor of California by Hie 
Americll.n settlers on 4 .J nly. On 10 J nly, lea'l'l1ing 
that Com. Sloa.t, eommal1l1er of the United Stu.tes 
squadron on that coast, had seizcd Monterey, he 
marched to join hilll, lind reached t hat place on 19 
Jnly, with HiO mounted' riflemen. About this time 
COU1. Stockton arrived at Monterey with the frigate 

"Congress" !\.l1d took cOlllmand of the squadron, 
with authority fl'Om ,\Vashington to conquer Cali
fornia.. At his request. Fremont ol'guni7.cd a force 
of lllounted men, known as the" California 'battal
ion." of which he was appointed major. He was also 
a.ppointcd by Com. Stockton milit.a ry com nuwd
ant. a.ntl civil gOYCl'l101' of the territory, the project 
of ma.king Ca lifornin, indep(mdellt having been re-· 
Iinquishe;t on r~ceipt of in tell igence that war had 
begun between the United States and Mexico. On 
13 Jan., 1847, Fremont concluded wi th the Mexi
cans articles of C!tpitnlation, which terminated the· 
wa.r in California aua left that country pel'lna
llently in thc possession of the United Sta.t.es. 
Meant,ime Gen. Stcphen IV. Kearny, with a small 
force of dl'1lgoons, had arri ved in California. A 
quarrel soon broke out between him and COlJl. 
Stockton as to who should command. Each had 
instruct.ions from ~Washington to conquer and 01'--. 

gani~e a. goyernment in the country. Fremont 
had accepted a. commission from Com. Stockton 
as comma.nder of the baHalion of volunteers, and 
ha.c1 been appointed governor of the te rri tory. Gen. 
Keamy, as Fremont's superior officer in the regu
lar army. required him to obey his orders, which 
conflicted with those of Com. Stockton. In this 
dilemma Fr<lmont concluded to obey Stockton's 
orders, considering that he had a.lread); fully recog
ni7.ed tha.t otTiccr as commnnder-in-chief, and that 
Gen. Kearny had also for some time admitted his· 
authority. 'In thc spring of 1847 despatches from 
Washington assig ned the cOlllmand to Gen Kea,r
ny, a,nd in June t lHtt officer set out overland for 
the United States, accompanied by Fremont, whom 
he treated with deliberute disrespect throughout 
the journey. Ou the >lrri I'al of the pa.rty at Fort 
Lcavenworth, on 22 Ang., Fremont was p'nt under 
arrest and orc1ered to report to the adjuta.nt-gen
end at "Washington, where he arri ved on 16 Sept., 
and demanded a speedy trial. Accorelingly a court
lllartialwHs held, beginning 2 Nov .• 1847, and enu
ing 31 Jan., 1848, which fonnd him guilty of " mu
t iny," "disobedicnce of the lawful command of a .. 
superior otTicer," and" conduct to the prejudicc of 
good oreler and military discipline," and sentcnced 
him to be dismissed from the service. A majority 
of the members of the court l'Ccoll1ll1cnded him to· 
the clemenc), of President Polk. The president 
refused to contiI'm the verdict of mutiny, but a,p
proved the rest of the verdict !tnd the sentence, 
of which, however, he remitted the penalty. Not
withstanding this, Fn)mont at once resigned his· 
comm ission. and on 14 Oct.., 1848, set on t 011 a fourth 
expedi tion across the cont.inent, at his own expense, 
with the object of finding >I practicable passage to
Cal ifornia by wH,y of the upper waters of the Rio 
Grande. ~Wi th thirty-three men and 120 llluies he 
made his way thrOligh the cOllntry of the Utes, 
Apaches, Comanehes, and other Indian tribes
then at wal' with the United States. In a,ttempting
to cross thc great Sierra., cOI'ered with snow, his
guide lost h is way, and Fremont's party encoun
tered horrible suffering from cold and hunger, a. 
portion of thcm being driven to cannibalism. All 
of his anima.ls and onc t.hird of his llIen perished, 
and he was forced to retrace his steps to Santa Fe. 
Undaunted by this disastcr, he gathe1'('(l another 
band of thirty men, and after a long search dis
covered a secure rou te by which he reached the
Sacra.mento in the spring of 184D. He now deter
mineel to sett.le in California, where, in 1847, he 
had bought the Mariposa estate, a. large tract of 
Ia.nd cont.aining rich gold-mines. HL~ title to (chis
estute was cont('st.ed, but after a long litigation it 
was decided in iJis fa 1'01' in 1855 by the supr('-.ne 
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court of th o United States. He receivcd from 
President Taylor in 1849 the appointment of com
missioner to run the bouncln.ry-line between the 
Uni ted Stn.tes and Mexico, but, ha\' ing been elected 
by the legislature of California, i~ Dcc:el\lber of tha.t 
yea.r, to represent. the ncw state m the U. S. senate, 
he re~ igned his cOlllmissioncrship and departed for 
Washinn-ton by wa.y of the isthmns. I-Ie toole his 
seat in the sellMe, 10 Sept., 1850, the dill' n.nel· tho 
admission of California as a state. In drawing lots 
[or the terms of the respeeti ve sOlmtors, F remon t 
d l'ew the short term, ending 4 March, 1851. r[,he 
sonate l'ouHtiued in session but three weeks af ter 
the admission of Cn.li fo l'llia, and during that period 
F remont devoted himself almost exclusively to 
measures l'elnting to the in terests of the stttLe he 
repn'sollteJ. For this purpose ho introduced a.nd 
a.dvocated a comprehonsive series of bills, em brac
ing almost every object of legislation demanded by 
the peculiar CirCUlll ti tances of California. In the 
state election of 18(i1 in Ca.lifoL'l1ia. the Anti-slaver \' 
party, of which l~ remont was one ()f the leaders, 
was <lefea-ted, a nd he consequently failed of re-elec
tion to the senate, afte r 142 ballotings. After de
voting t.wo years to his private affail's, he visited 

I Europe in 1852, and spent a yoar there, being re
ceived wi th distinction by mn.nl' eminent lO en of 
letters Hnu of science. !:Ie hac1 a lready, in 1850, 
received a. gold med,tl from the king of Pru~sia for 
his discoveries, had been mV!trcled the " founder's 
medal" of the Roya.l geogmphieal society of Lon
don, a.nd had been elected an honorary member of 
the GeographicnJ society of Berlin. Ilis explora
tions had gained for him at home the name of the 
" Pathfinder." \Vhile in E urope be leal'Jled that 
congress had made a.n a.ppropria.tion for the sllrvey 
of three routes from the Mississippi valley to the 
PaciIic, and immediately returned to t he United 
Stntes fo r the purpose ·of fitting ont It fi fth expe
di t ion on his own a.ccolln t to complete the survey 
of the route he had taken Oil his fourth expedi t ion. 
He left, P,wis in J une, 1853, and in September was 
on his march across the continent. TIe found 
passes through the monntains on the line of lati
tudes 38° and 39°, !l nd reached Ca.[ifo l'l1ia in sa.fety, 
a ft er cnduring grea.t lJU.rdships. F ol' fifty d'lYS 
his pu.rty lived on hor5c-fie8h, and for forty-eight 
hours at a t ime were without food of n.ny kind. 
In the spring of 1855 Frcmont wi th his' family 
took up hi8 residence in New York, for t he pur
pose of preparing for pnblication the na.rrn ti\·e of 
his ln8t expcdiLion. D c now began to be mentioned 
as an anti-slnver), candidate for the presidency. 
1n t.he first NiLtional Repnblic>Ln convention, which 
met in Philadelphia. on 17 .J une, 1856, he receiveil 
359 votes to 19(j fo r J ohn l\IeLea.n, on nn informal 
ball ot, and on t he firs.t formal bu.!lot Fremon t was 
ullanimously nomirmted. ]n his lette r of accept
ance, dated 8 July, 1856, he expressed himself 
~tr()ngly agaill5t the extension of slnvcry and in 
favor of free hLbor. A few days after the Phila
tlelphia convention adjoul'l1cd, a Nationa.l American 
convent ion at -;\I. ew York also nominated him fOl' 
the pres idency. He accepted their support in a 
letter dated 30 June, in which he referred them fo r 
an exposition of his views to h is fo rthcoming let
ter accepting the ltepnblican nomination. After 
fL. spirited and excit ing con test, the presidential elec
t ion resulted in the choice of MI'. Buchanan by 174 
electoral votes from nineteen states, while Fri'il10nt. 
received 114 votes frolll eleven sta tes, inclu rl irw 
the ~ix New Engla.ml states, Now York, Ohio, :M i ch~ 
g~lll, Iowa, 'lnd \Viscollsin. Maryl and " >1 ve her 
mght electoral yotes for 1\1[1'. F illmore. The popu
lar vote fo r \:<' rcruont was 1,841,000; for Buchanan. 

1,838,000 ; for Fillmore, 874,000. Tn 1858 Fremont 
went to CRlifol'l1ia., where he resided for some t.ime. 
In 1860 he vi~ited Europe. Soon a.fter the begin
Illll ~ of the Cl vll war lIe was made a major-general 
of t ile rcgular army and assig ned to the comllland 
of the newly created wcste l'll department. After 
pnrchasing f.U'lI1S fo r the U. S. govel'l1ment, in Eu
rope, he returned ; he iLl'l'ivcd in St. Louis on 26 
J uly, 18m, amI mude his headquarters there, fo rti
fyin g the city, and phtcing Cairo in security by a. 
demonstration with 4,000 troops. After the battle 
of \Vilson's Crcek, on 10 Allg., where Gen. Nuthall
iel Lyon was sltLin, Fremont procl.a imed maJ't ial 
law, arrested activo secessionists, and suspendell 
the publication of plLpers eharged with di~l oya.lty. 
On 31 Aug. he issueu a proclamation assuming the 
go vernment of the state, and announcing that. he 
would ellla.nci pate the sla.ves of those in arms 
against t he Uni ted States. President [Jincoln 
wrote to him, !'Ippl'oving all of the proclamation 
except t.he emancipation clause, which he consid
ered premature. II c asked Frcmont to withdm\\' 
it, which he declined, and the president annulled 
it himself in a pu blic o\'(l er. In the Hu tumn Fre
mont llloved his army frol11 the Mi&;onri river in 
pursni t of the enemy. Meanwhile ma.ny complaints 
had been made of his administration, it being al
leged that it was in effi cient, though arbi t ru.ry and 
extravagant, and aite t· an investigation by the sec
retarv of wa.r he was, on 2 Nov., 1861. relicvcll 
frolll ' his cOlllmand just. as he had oYer tn \(en the 
Confederates at. Springfield. It is claimed by Fre
mont's friends that t.his was t he resul t of :l. politi
cal in trigue agnins t him. On leaving his army, he 
went to St. Louis, where he wus enthusiasticall y 
reccived by the eitizens. In March, 1862, he WII S 

given the comllland of the newly created " moun
tain district " of Virginia, Kentucky, fmel Tennessee. 
In the eu.tly par t of June his anny engaged n. >;ll

perior forco under Gen. Jackson for eight days, 
with constan t sharp skirmishing, the enemy re
trcating slowly and destroying cu.lvert:s a.nd 
bridges to CHouse delay. The pursuit was termi
nated wi th a severe engagement on the evenin&" of 
6 June, in which Jackson's chief of cavalry, b en. 
Ashby, was killed, and by t.he ba ttle of Cross-Keys 
on 8.June. It is claimed by Gen. Fremont tlmt if 
}IcDowell 's fo rce had joined him , as promised by 
the president, .Jllckson's retreat would have been 
cut off; us it was, the latter made good his eSCitpe, 
havin g accomplished his purpose o.f delaying re-en
fo rcemcnts to McClella n. On 26 June the presI
dent isslled an order creating the" Army of Vir
ginia," to include 1<'roll1on1;'s corps, and g iving the 
commlLnd of it to Geu. P ope. Th ereupon Fremon t 
asked to be relieved, on the g round that he could 
not serv~ under Gen. Pope, fo r sufficient personal 
rell sons. His request having been g ran ted, he went 
to New York to await. further orders, but received 
no other cOlllma.nd during the war, though, as he 
says, one Wll S constantly promioed him. On ;{ll\Ia.v, 
1864, a convention of H.epnblicans, dissatisfied with 
MI'. Lincoln. met at Clevela.nd and tendel'ell to 
Gen. E'rcmoilt n nomination for president, which 
he accepted. In the following September a com
mittee of Republic!lns I'eprcsen ting the administra
tion waited on him and urged his withc1rawal,. as 
" vi tal to the Su (:ccs~ of the part.y." After COI1SI~
ering the mat te r for a week, he acceded to their 
req uest , saying in hb let ter of withc1mwal t,ha.t he 
dill so " HOt to aid in the triumph of Mr. Lmc~ll1 , 
but to do my pa.rt towil.l'd prevent ing th e elec t IOn 
of the Dernocmtic camlida,te." 

Since 1864 Ge n. Ii'n~mon t has taken lit.t le pa.rt in 
pnblic a.fIairs, hil t. hus heen active ill rail wily mat
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ters. He procured from the Texas legislature a 
grant of state land in the interest of the Memphis 
and El Paso railway, which was to be part of a pro
posed trans-continental road from Norfolk to San 
Diego and San Francisco. The French agents em· 
ployed to place the land-grant bonds of this road 
on the market made the false declaration that they 
were gllltrantecd by the United States. In 1869 
the senate passed a bill giving Fremont's road t.he 
right of way through the territories, an attempt to 

defeat it by fixing 
on him the on liS of 
the misstatement 
in Paris having 
been unsuccessfuL 
In 1873 he was 
prosecuted by the 
French govern
ment for fraud in 
connection with 
th is rn isstatemen t. 
He did not uppear 
in person, and was 
sen tenced by de
fault to fine and 

Lt'~~~~'/ imprisonment, no 
~~ ,-------, - - V~r:: judgment being 

given on the merits 
of the case. In 1878-'81 Gen. Fremont was gov
ernor of Arizona. He has published " Report of 
the Exploring Expeclition to the Rocky MOlllltains 
in 1842, and to Oregon and North California in 
]843-'4 " (Washington, 1845; New York, 1846; 
I~onclon, 1849); "Col. J. C. F remont's Explora
tions," an account of all five of his expeditions 
(2 vols., Philadelphia, 1859); and" Memoirs of my 
Life" (New York, 1886). See also the cam paign 
biographies by John Bigelow (New York, ]856), 
ami Charles W. Upham (Boston, 1856).-His wife, 
Jessie Benton, b. in Virginia in 1824, has pub
lished "Story of the Guard ; a Chronicle of the 
War," with a German translation (Boston, 18(3); 
a sketch of her fatber, Thomas II. Ben ton, prefixed 
to her husband's memoirs (188G); and " Souvenirs 
<i.E:y..!i.l~~:'j~ost?n , !88n· 


