
BELb· George, soldier, b. in l\Ia.rybnd, about 
1832. 1":1e was graduated at West Point in 1853. 
During the ei vii war he served as assistant in the 
organization of the subsistence depa.rtment for the 

-.Manassas campaign, as principal assistant com­
missary to the Army of the Potomac, and in charge 
of subsistence depots, and as chief of commissariat 
of the departments of Washington and the Poto­
mac. On 9 April, 1865, he was brevetted briga,­
dier-general for services during the war. 



BENDIX, John E., soldier, b. 28 Aug., 1818; 
d. in New York city, 8 Oct., 1877. The birthplace 
of Gen. Bendix lies between the Unitcd States and 
Canada, as he was born on board the" 8m'ah," one 
of the first steamers that nal·igutcd St. Lawrence 
river. He lell,rned the trade of It machinist in 
New York, joined the 9th regiment New York state 
militia in 1847, and when the civil war began, in 
1861, he organized the 7th regiment of New York 
volunteer infantry. He participated in the battles 
of Antietam (16-17 Sept., 1862), Fredericksburg (13 
Dec., 1862), a,nel the Wilderness (5-6 May, 1864), 
besides the engagements of the intervening caIIl­
Jai ns. Ho was romoted bri ad ier- enoral in 1865. 



· BENEDICT;Abner R., soldier,b. about 1830; 
d. 15 May, 1867. At the beginning of the civil 
war he yolun tee red as a. private in the 12th regi­
ment, New York state militia, which was one of 
the thrce that first sta r ted fl'om New York for the 
seat of war. In August, 1861, he was commis­
sioned second lieutenant in the 4th regular infant­
ry. In March, 1862. he embarked for the penin­
sula, and through the battles of the Potomac army 
was conspicuous for ga.llan try. At Fredericksburg 
he commanded forty men of the strong pieket­
line that, during the njght of 13 Dec., 1862, was 
pushed up to the enemy's position, while t he de­
fea,ted fedemls were retreating across the I·iyer. 
The orders were to hold the position until relieved, 
and the intention waoS to withelmw the picket-line 
before daylight should reveal it to the enemy. ]3,)' 
some mistake the line was not withdrawn as dl­
rccted, and at daylight the enemy opened fire at 
short mnge. \Vhile encoumging his men by 
I'oiee and example, Major Benedict fe ll, shot 
through the lungs, but was carried off t he field by 
his soldiers. The wound was considered mortal, 



but. before the scar was fairly heal ed, in three 
months, he reported for duty at Was hington. He 
joined his regiment at Chancellorsville while the 
battle was in p rogress. At Gettysburg his supe­
riors were all killed 01' wounded, leaving him in 

. command, and he handled the regiment during 
that ba,tt le wi th great credit to himself . Shortly 
after Gettysburg his health began to fIliI, as a re­
sult of his wound; but in spite of this he refu sed 
to give u p active service, and for some time com­
manded the 4th infa ntry, as Gen. Grant's head­
quarters g uard during the Pet.ersburg campaign. 
After the. wa r he remt1ined on the active list in 
spi te of his disability from his wound, and in the 
depth of winter, shortlt before his death, was on 
duty at Plattsburg, N. Y., one of the coldest of the 
eastern army posts. He' secured a change. of st.a­
tion in t he hope of benefit from a warmer climate, 
but died f rom the effects of the wound received 
fiv e years before. 



BENEDiCT;-GeOl:g'erGrenville, soldier, b. in 
Burlington, Vt., 10 Dec., 1826. He was graduated 
at the university of Vermont in 1847, and in 1853 
became editor of the Burlington" Free Press." for 
many years the leading republica.n joul'lla.l of the 
state. He was postmaster at Burlington in 18(JO. 
but enliste<l in the 12th Vermont regiment at thfl 
beginning of the civil wa.r, and was commissioned 
lieutenant. In 1863 he was appointed aide on a 
brigade staff in the 1st corps. On the third day 
of the battle of Gettysburg he participated in the 
repulse of the desperate charge delivered by the 
confcdera.tes under Longstreet. Gen. Baneock 
was severely wounded in the moment of victol'Y, 
and Licut. Benedict, with a.nother officer, caught 
him as he fell from his horse. After the civil war 
he served on the governor's staff, was in the state 
senate from 1869 till 1871, postmaster 'Of Burling­
ton from 1871 till 1874, secretary of the state uni­
versity from 1865, and president of the Vermont 
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BENEDICT, Lewis, soldier, b. in Albany, N. 
Y., 2 Sept. , 1817; d. at Pleasant Hill, La., 9 April, 
1864. After grauuation Itt Williams, in 1837, he 
studied law in Albany and was admitted to the 
bar in 1841. In 1845-'6 he was city attorney at 
Albany; in 1847 judge adyoc!Lte; fmm 1848 untIl 
1852 surrogate of Albany. In :l860 he was elected 
a member of the state assembly, but entered the 
military service for the civil war in J une, 1861, as 
lieutenant-uolonel of the 73d New York volun­
teers. lie sen 'ed in the peninsular eampai.£n, 
and was taken prisoner at Williamsburg, Ya. 
After sev61'lII months' confinement in Libbv and 
Salisbmy prisons~ he was exchanged, and, a.s' colo­



nel of the 162d New York volunteers, accompanied 
Banks's expedition to Louisiana in September, 
1862. He was brevetted brigadier-g:eneral for gal­
lantry in the assault on Port Huason, 14 June, 
1863. In the R.ed river cll-mpa,ign of 1864 he par­
ticipated in the various engagements, and was 
mortally wounded while in command of a brigade 
at t he battle of Plea san t Hill. His death was made 
the subject of a poem by Alfred B. Street. See 
•. .Memorial of Brevet Bril;1adier-Genera,1 Lewis 
Benedict, Colonel of the 162ll N. Y. V. 1." (Albany, 
1864,-- p_linJ:ed privately. 



~t.HEN};'!', Stephen Vincent, soldier, b. in 
Augustine, Fla., 22 Ja,ll., 1827. He studied at 
Ha.llowell's suhool in Alexandria, Va., thell at the 
University of Georgia, and at the U. S. military 
acauemy, where ho was graduated in 1849, stund­
in" third in his class. He wati appointed to the 
ordnance corps, and served at the Watervliet arse· 
nal , at Washington, at Frankford arsenaJ, again at 
Washington, and then at t he St. IJouis arsenal In 
1859 he became assistant professor of geogra,phy, 
history, and ethics at West Point, amI from 1861 
till 1864 was instructor of ordnance and t he sci­
ence of gunnery, after which, until 1869, he was in 
command of Frankford arsenal. In 1869 he was 
made assistant to the chief of ordnance, and in 
1874, on the death of the chief of the department, 
he succeeded to the place, with the rank of briga­
dier-general He translated Jomini's "Political 
and Military History of the Campaign of Water­
100" (New York, 1853), and he is the author of a 
treatise on .• Military Law and the Prllctice of 
Courts-Martial" (1862), and" Electro-Ballistic Ma­
chines and the Schultze Chronoscope " (1866). 



BENIiAllj, -Hel;~Y·'v., soldier, b. in Connecti­
cut in 1817; d. in New York, 1 June, 1884. He 
was graduateu at West Point, fLt the head or his 
class, in 1837, assigned to the corps of engineers, 
and for a year assistfLnt in charge of improve­
ments in Savannah river. In July, 1838, he was 
promoted first lieutenant, and from 1839 till 1844 
was snperintending engineer of the repairs of 
Fort Marion and of the sea-wall .at St. Augustine, 



Fla. During the three years sncceeding he was 
engaged upon government works in Pennsylva.­
nia. Maryland, and elsewhere. He was with the 
army in Mexico in 1847-'8, and brevetted cap­
tain for gallant and meritorious services in the 
battle of Buena Vista, 23 Feb., 1847. After the 
Nlexican war he WHS engaged for a time 011 engi­
neering duty in New York harbor, a.nd promoted 
to the mnk of captain in May, 1848. He was also 
in charge of several other works of importance at 
Boston, vVashington, and Buffalo, from 1848 to 
1853. In the latte:' year he WHS assistant in 
charge of the coast survey office at W Hshington, 

. and sent to Europe on duty connected therewith. 
During the following seven years he was occupied 
in professional work for the government at Bos­
ton, Newport, and Sandy Hook, and on the Poto­
mac aqueduct. At the beginning of the eivil wal' 
in 1861, Ca,pt. Benham en tered 11 pon active ser­
vice; was on Gen. Morris's staff as engineer of 
the department of the Ohio; was brevetted colo­
nel for g;a,lla,ntry at t he battle of Carrick's Ford, 
Va., 13 July, 1861 ; in Augnst was made briga­
dier-general of volunteers, and was engn,ged in the 
Virginia campaigns, including the actions at New 
Creek (16 Aug.) and Carnifex FelTY(10 Sept.). In 
1862 he was present at the capture of Fort Pu­
laski (10-11 April) and .James lshtnd (16 June). 
IJater in the year he superintended fortificat.ions in 
Boston and Portsmouth harbors, and was in com­
mand of tbe nortbern district of t.he depnrtment of 
the south. He proved very etIicient in throwing 
pontoon-brid~es across the R,a,ppahannoek, the 
Potomac, and the James rivers, and wus in com­
mnnd oj' the pontoon department at 'Vashington 
in 1864. In the mean time he had, through the 
regular stages of promotion, atta ined the full mnk 
of lieutenant-colonel of engineers, and in 1\'1arch, 
1865, was brevetted brigadier-geneml and major­
geneml U. S. anny, a.nd major-generaJ U. S. yolun­
teers, for galhmt services during the rebellion and 
in the campaign that terminated with the surren­
der of Lee's army. In 1868 (7 lVlareh) he was pro­
moted colonel of engineers, and during that year 
was engaged in government works on the coast of 
New England, and from Odobel', 1869, till July, 
1877, was similarly occupied in the works on Long 
Island Head. Subsequent to this he was in charge 
of the defences of New York. He was placed on 
the retired list, 30 June, 1882. He invented the 
picket-shovel used by troops in the field, and was 
an eXl?ert in pontoon-bridges, in the ma.nagement 
of whICh he devised im ortant im rovements. . 



BENJ AMIN, jO'iil~ -Fo-l~bes~ soldier, b. in 
Cicero, N. Y., 23 Jan., 1817; d. in Washingt.on, 
D. C., 8 Ma.rch, 1877. He received It common­
school Hlucation, rond, a.fter three yea,rs spent in 
Texas, went to Missouri, where he stllllied Jaw, 
was ad mit ted to the bar. and beuan practice at 
Shelbyville in 1848. He was a. menilier of the legis­
lature in 1850 and 1852, and presidential elector 
on the democratic ticket in 1856. He entered the 
national army as ' a private in the Missouri cav­
alry in 1861, was made capta.in in J anna.]'y, 1862, 
major in May, and lieutenant-colonel in Septem­
b~ r. He resignecl to become provost-marshal of 
the 8th district of .Mi8souri in 1863. In 1864 he 
was elected to congress, where he served three suc­
cessive terms, from 4 Dec., 1865, till 3 Ma.rch, 1871. 
After this he practised law and was a banker in 
'iVa-shin t·Oll until his cleath. 
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DENJAMIN, Samuel Nicoll, soldier, b. in 
Now York city, 13 Jan., 1839; d. on Governor's 
island, New York harbor, 15 May, 1886. Fle was 
gradua,ted at the U. S. milita,ry academy in 1861, 
and became a 2d lieutenant in the 2cl artillery. He 
served continuously thl'Oughout the civil war, was 
at Bull ]~.un, Malvern Fl ill, and Fredericksburg, in 
command of a battery at Covington, in command 
of the resevve art illery of the 9th army corps, 14 
A ug. WI 24 Oct., 1863, and was chief of artlJlery, 
9th army corps, in the East Tennessee a.nd Rich­
mond campa.igns; was at the battle of the Wil­
derness and also at Spottsylvania., where he was 
severely wounded. He was brevetted lielltenant­
colonel 13 May, 1865, 'lnd major 3 March, 1875. 
On recovery from his wounds he became assistant 
pl'Ofessor of mathematics at the U. S. military 
academy, and from 1869 till 1875 he was at the 
artillery sehool for practice, Fort l\lonroe, Va.. 
Then, having been transferred to the staff, he was 
made assistant adjutant-general, and was on duty 
first at IVashington, anel later became adjutant­
genera.l of the department of Arizona. In June, 
1885, he was made assistant adjutant-general of 
the division of the Atlantic, and assigned to army 
hea.dquarters on Governor's island. Col. Benjamin 
was one of the very few officers that held the con­
gl'essional medal for conspicnol1s bravel'Y in the 
field. He married a d'lughter of Hamilton Fish. 



BENNETT, Thomas W., soldier, b. in Union 
co., Ind., 16 Peb., 1831. He was graduated at the 
law school of India.na Asbury university in 1854, 
and began pmctice. He wa·s elected to the state 
senate in 1858, and resigned in 1861 to enter the 
national service. He was captain in the 15th 
Indiana volunteers in April, 1861, ma.jor of the 
36th regiment in September, colonel of the 69th 
in August, 1862, and commissioned brigadier-gen­
eml on 5 March, 1865. He wa·s again chosen to 
the state senate in October, 1864, and served till 
March, 1867. He was mayor of Richmond, Ind., 
from lIiay, 1869, till 1871, and in September of the 
latter Yellr appointed governor of Idaho territol~Y. 
He resigned this office 4 Dec., 1875, supposing that 
he had been elected delegate to 20ngrcss as a re­
publican; but the house gave the seat to his demo­
cmtic opponent. 
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- BENTON, Jllmes Gilchrist, soldier, b. in Leb­
anon, N. E., 15 Sept., 1820; d. In Springfield, 
Mass., 23 Aug., 1881. His father, Calvin Benton, 
was a wool-merchant and introduced merino sheep 
into New England. The son was &"mduated at 
the U. S. milita ry academy in 1842, l)revetted 2d 
lieutenant of ordnance, served at Watervliet, N. Y., 
arsenal until 1848, was promoted to the full ran k 
of second lieutenant, 3 March, 1847, and trans­
ferred to the ordnance bureau in "Vashington, 
where he assisted in preparing the" System of Ar­
tillery for the Land Service" and the" Ordnance 
Manual." He was made first lieutenant, 25 March, 
1848, served at Harper's Ferry armory in 1849, and 
in the San Antonio ordnance depot, Texas, from 
1849 till 1852, was assistant inspector of arsenals 
and !1l"mories, and commanded the Charleston, S. C., 
arsenal in 1853. From this time until 1857 he was 
on speciaJ duty in Watihington, engaged princi­
pnlly in malting experiments that led to the adop­
tion of the Springfield rifled musket in place of 
the old smooth-bore. He was nlso !t member of 
the ol'dnance boards of 1854 and 1856, then pro­
moted to a captai ncy after fourteen years' continu­
ous service, a,nd appointed instructor of ordnance 
and gunnery at West Point, where he remained 
until the beginning of the civil war. He also de­
signed the first wronght-iron sea-coast gun-car­
riage made in this country, which was adopted by 
the government, and has been in lise ever since. 
In April, 1861, Capt. Benton went to Washington 
as principal assistant to Gen. ,Tames "V. Ripley, 
chief of ordna,nce, was promoted major of ord­
lIance in lS63, and in the same year became a mem­
ber of the ordnance bom'd, when he was put in 
command of \Vashington a,rsenal, where he re­
mained until 1866. Soon afte r he assumed com­
ma.nel, when an explosion took place in the old 
penitentiary, which had been transformed into a 
storehonse for ammunition, he entered the bu.ild­
ing, and, with the assistance of a single man, suc­
ceened, with his feet !Lnd hands, in puttin!1 out the 
fire in the loose tow and rope-handles of tile boxes 
before the arrival of the fire depa.rtment. In July, 
1864, he performed another act of valor on the oc­
casion of a similar explosion, when he entered a 
magazine, stripped off his coat, threw it oyer an 
open barrel of powder that was in dangerous prox­
imity to the flames, and carried the whole in his 
arms to a place of safety. ' For these services he 
was brevetted lieutenant-colonel fl.nd colonel, 13 
March, 1865. Among the improvements made by 
Col. Benton in t he arsenal g ronnds was clenning 
the canal, an impork'1nt sanita,ry measure; but the 
stir ring of the muddy deposits engenderetl mala­
ria, from the effects of which he never recovered. 
In June, 1866, he was ordered to the comma,nd of 
the national a,rmory at Spring-field, Mass., where 
he J'emainecl llntil his death. The various models 
of the Spri ngfield ri fle, known as the models of 
1866, 1868, 1873, and 1879, were made under his 
direction. In 1873, wi th Cols. Laidley and Cris­
pin, he went uncleI' orders from the U. S. govern­
ment to Europe to collect information in regard 



to the construction of heavy cannon and other 
ordna.nce manufactures. His report on this mat­
teI', as well as his report on "Experiments made at 
the National Armory for the purpose of revising 
and improving the System of Small Arms," was 
published by the government" for use in the army 
and distribution to the militia." He never took 
out a patent for his inventions, holding t.hat, a.s he 
had been educated by the government, it was enc 
tit,led to benefit in every way by his time and tal­
ents. Among his invent.ions was the application 
of electricity to determine velocity. Discovering, 
after a series of carefully conducted expeJ'iments, 
that the Navez electro-ballistic pendulum was too 
delicate and complicated for general purposes, he 
devised an appamtus with two pendulums of sim­
ple construction, known as the Benton electro­
blJ.llistic pendulum. This was adopted by the 
government, and came largely into nse in private 
factories for testing powder. Among his other 
inventions were an improvement in callipers for 
inspecting shells; a cap-filling machine; the 
thread velocimeter for 'determining the velocity of 
projectiles; a system fOl' loading and manceuvring 
barbette guns uncleI' covel' from the enemy's fire, 
by depressing the muzzle of the piece and nsing a 
jointed ramrod; re-enforcing-cnp for cartridge­
case; and spring-dynamometer. He published" A 
Course of Iilstl'llction in Ordnance and Gnnnery" 
(N!l.,\:Y.9.11(, .1861; 3d ~~., 1873).. 

http:N!l.,\:Y.9.11


BEN'l'ON, 1Viiliam PlulIlIllin', soldier, b. near 
Newmarket, Frederick co., Md., 25 Dec., 1828 ; d. in 
New Orleans, 14 March, 1867. His fnther died 
when he was four months old, and his mother re­
moved to Indiana in 1836. At the heginning of 
the Mexican war, being then eighteen yeo.rs of age, 
he enlisted as private in It regiment of mounted 
riflemen, aud took part in the battles of Contreras, 
Churubusco, Chapultepec, nnd the capture of the 
CIty of Mexico. On his retul'll to Richmond, Ind., 
he re-entered college, finished his studies as a 10.w­
yer, was admitted to the bar in 1851, in 1852 ap­
pointed prosecuting-attorney. and in 1856 made 
JuLlge of the com man pleas court. \Vhen FOL·t 
Sumter was tired upon, Judge Bentoll was the first 
man in 'Va~'ne co. to respond to the president's 
ca ll fo r 75,000 men. Twenty-fonr hours [Lfter he 
had begun to raise his com lxLny he was on his 
way to InclifLlJapohs, where it was rnustered in to 



service, being the first offered by Indiana. Be was 
soon promoted colonel of the 8th Indial~a volun­
teers, and commanded at Rich Mountain, where he 
distinguished himself by personal bmvery. After 
three months he was authorized to re·enlist and re­
organize the regiment, and did so, reporting to 
Gen. Fremont, 14 Sept., 1861. The regiment was 
placed in the vanguard of Fremont's arm~, and 
served in the campa.ign in Missouri and Arka,nsas. 
He commanded a brigade at Pea Ridge, and was 
promoted to brigadier-general for galla.ntry. He 
was in the battles of Port Gibson, Jackson, Cham­
pion Bills, Black River Bridge, the siege of Vicks­
burg, and Mobile. At Jacki!on, Miss., he was 
wounded. At the close of the war Gen. Benton 
resigned his commission and returned to Richmond, 
Ind., to resume the practice of law. In Hl66 he 
went to New Orleans under government appoint­
ment, where he died. 



BERRY Hiram George, soldier, b. in Thomas­
ton (now Rockland), Me., 27 Aug., 1824: d. at 
Chancel\orsville, V 'L. , 2 May, 1863. He learned the 
carpenter's traue, a,nu afterward engaged in navi­
gation. He reprcsented his native town in the 
state. legisluJu re severa.! t imes, a,nd was mayor of 
the city of Rockland. He origina ted and com­
manded for several yem's the Roc kland guard, a 
volunteer company, which attained a high reputfL­
tion for drill and discipline. At the beginning of 
the civil war he entered the service as colonel of 
the 4th U aine infantry. He took part in the bri.t­
tle of Bull Run and ' the siege of Yorktown, was 
made a brigadier-general 4 April, 1862, his com­
mission dating from 17 March, 18(;2, and was g iven 
command of the 3d brigade of the 3d division of 
Heintzelma,n's.3d a rmy corps. He was present a.t 
the ba ttles of Williamsburg and F air Oaks, bore a. 
conspicuous part in the seven days' fight, and was 
in the second Bull Run campa.ign and Chantilly. 
In J anuary, 1863, he was nominated by the presi­
(lent as major-general of volunteers, with rank' 
dating from 29 N 0 \ ' . , 1862, confirmed by the sen­
ate on 9 March, 1863. and placed in command 
of the 2d division of the 3d army corps, succeed­
ing Gen. Sickles. At a, critica.I juncture in the 
battle of Chancellorsville Gen. Berry received 
an urder from Gen. flooker to charge upon the 
advA,neing foe. It read: ., Go in, general; throw 
your men in to the breach; don't fire a shot-they 
can't see yon-bu t charge home with the bayonet.;' 
They did charge home, and for three honrs Gen. 
Berry's divi:;ion, almost alone, withstood the a,ttack 
of the enemy flush ed with previous victory, drove 
them back, a,lld regai ned a portion of thei r lost 
ground. The battle was renewed the next morn­
ing, and again Berry anel his division were in the 
front. and receiving the first assault. Intent upon 
driving them back, he headed one of his brigndes 
in several successful bayonet charges, and in one 
of tl~em w~s k!ll~d by a shot from the enemy. 
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llJH JHt1.ulH~, Jolin L., sold ier, b. in Waslung­
ton co., N. Y. , in 1824. In 1842 he removed west­
ward, first to Illinois, and then to Tennessee, where 
he became a lawyer. In 1855 he returned to Illi­
nois, settling in Chicago, and he gained promi­
nence in his profession. At the beginning of the 
civil war he volunteered in the service of the 
United States, and a ttained the rank of brigadier­
geneml of volunteers. He was elected lieutenant­
governor of llli nois in 1872, and in 1873 succeeded 
Gov:,..0Fl~~y as chief executive. of t~e :;tate: . . 



BIDWEJ,L, Daniel D., soldier, h. in Buffalo, 
N. Y., about 1816: d. near Cedar Creek, Va., 19 
Oct., 1864. He resided in Buffalo, aud for twenty 
years prior to t.he civil war was identified with the 
military organizations of the state and city. When 
the wa,r began be resigned his otrice of f'olice jus­
tice, enlisted AS a primte in the 65th N. Y. infant­
ry, and was soon promoted captain. Withdraw­
ing his company from the reg im ent, he made it 
the nucleus of the 74th regiment, N. Y. infantry. 
He was comm issioned colonel of the 4Dth regiment 
in September, 1861, served with i t through the 
ppninsuhw cmnpaign , and dming the " seven days' 
battles" was in command of a brigade, continuing 
in charge from BmTison's Landing to 'Washington, 
and up to the time of the battles of South Moun­
tain anel Antietam, when he resumed command of 
his regiment. Col. Bidwell took a prominent part 
in the battles of Fredericksburg and Chancellors· 
ville, conmH1nded a brigade at Gettysblll'g, and, 
when Gen. Grant took cOlllmand of the armies in 
Vi rginia, was again placed in charge of a brigade, 
participating in the overland campaign. He was 
commissioned brigadier-general in J uJy, 1864, and 
served with honor in the Shenancloalt' campn,igns, 
during the snmmer preceding the action a.t Cedar 
Creek, where he lost his life. 



nILLINGS,~Johll Shaw, surgeon, b. in Swit­
zerland co., Ind. , 12 April , 1838. He was gradu­
ated at Miami U niversity in 1857, and at the Ohio 
Medical College in 1860. At first he settled in 
Cincinnati, but in November, 1861 , hewas appointed 
actin'" assistant snrgeon in t he U. S. army. Until 
Maret, 1863, he was assista.nt surgeon, having 
charge of ho~pitaJ s in Washington. D. C., and 
West Philadelphia. JIe then served with the Army 
oJ the Potomac, being wi th the 5tJI COI'P S at the 
battles of Cha,ncellorsville ancl Gettysburg. F rom 
October, 1863, till February, 1864. he served on 
Hospi tal du ty at David 's and Bedlow's isla,nds in 
t he vicinity of New York city. also acting a.s a 
member of the boa.rd of enrollment, after which 
he became meclical inspector to the Army of the 
Potomac, and f rom December, 1864, was connected 
wi th the surgeon-geneml's oJ-fi ce in vVashington. 
In December. 1870, he was appointed surgeon, 
wi th the rank of Inajor, in the regular army. 
He is al so medical ad viser of the .Johns Hopkins 
J-lospi ta.I, and lecturer on municipal hygiene at 
t he J ohns Hopkins University. Dr. Billings is a 
member of nllmel'OllS scientific societies, including 
the A merican Medical Association and the Nation­
it! Academy of Sciences (1883), and he is also an 
honomry . member of the Statistical Society of 
London. During 1879-'80 he was vice-president 
of the National Board of H eal th, and in 1884 he 
received the honomry degree of Lr~ . D. from the 
University of Edinburgh. During August, 1886, 
he was p:·esent: a,t the meeting of the Bri tish .Medi­
cal AssociiLtion, and delil'ered an important address 
on " medicine in the United States." His con t ri­
butions to the periodica l li tera.tll1'e of medicine are 
num erous, and he has a,]80 published reports on 
" Barracks and Hospitals" C\Va r Depa,rtment,\Vash­
ington, 1870); "The Hygiene of the U. S. A ['my " 
(1875) ; and" Mortali ty and Vital Statistics of tbe 
Uni ted States" (Censlls Reports, 1880). His great 
work, however, has bcen the "Index-Cala,logue 
of the Library of the Surgeon-General's Office," 
U. S. army (Washington, 1880 et seq.), in Iu,rge 
quarto volumes, which contain the bibliography 
of every mellical subject as far as it is founu in 
the library tLt present under Dr. Billings's care. It 
is expected that the work will consist of ten I'ol­
mnes, of II'hich six luwe been issued 11 p to 1886. 
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BINGHAM, JlHlson DIll'hl, soldier. b. at Mas­
sella Springs, St. Lawrence co. , N. Y., 16 May, 1831. 
He was appointed to West Point from Indiana, and 
graduated in 1854. He took pa,rt in the suppression 
of John Brown's raid at Harper's I<'e rr)' in 1859, 
and during the civil war serve~l in charge of tra,ills 



and supplies of Gen. Banks's commanel in Maryland 
in 1861, of the quartermaster's depot at Nashville, 
Tenn., in 1862-'3, and as chief quartermaster of 
the Army of the Tennessee. He took part in. the 
siege of Vicksburg and in t.he invasion of Georgia. 
On 9 April, 1865, he was brevetted brigadier-gen­
eral for fa,ithful and meritorious services during 
the rebellion. After the war he was successively 
chief quartermaster of the department of the lakes, 
assistant quartermaster-general at Washington, be­
ing in charge of the bureau a part of the time, as 
commissioner to audit the Kansas war accounts, 
and as chief quartermaster with the rank of lieuten­
ant-colonel at the headquarters of the division of 
the Pacific and the department of the Missouri, and 
from 4 June, 1886, at Chicago, Ill., as chief quarter­
master of the division of the l\fisolll'i. 



BInGE, Henry " 'arner; soldier, b. in Hart­
ford, Conn. , about 1830. ' Vhen the ciyjJ war be­
gan he was 1t resident of Norwich, Conn., and a,n 
aide on the stnff of Gov. ' V. A. Buckingham. On 
the d!ty of the president's first call for troops (15 
ApriL 18(1) he began organizing the first regi­
ments of Connecticut's qnotn. On 23 May he was 
appointed major of the 4th Connecticut volunteers, 
which was the first " three-years' regiment " of stu,te 
troops mustered into the service of the United 
States. He served in Maryla,nd and Virginin until 
November, 18(H, when he was appoin ted colonel of 
the 13th Connecticut infantry; joined Gen. But­
ler 's army in New Orleans in March. 1862, and was 
placed in command of the defences of the city. In 
September he commanded his regiment in [\ move­
ment in the La F ourche district, and in December, 
when Gen. Butler was succeeded by Gen. Banks, 
be was assigned to a brigade, which he commanded 
through the first Red river campaign and the siege 
of Port H udson (April to July, 1863). Before the 
sl1l'render of t.his stronghold Gen. Birge volun­
teered to organize and lead a volunteer battn.lion to 
carry the confederat.e works by assault. Such was 
his reputation among the m nk and fil e that his 
own regiment, the 13th Connecticut, volunteererl 
I1lmost in 11 body, and the full complement of 1,000 
men was ready within two da.ys. The assl1ul t was 
planned for ttie night of 10 JIlly, but the news of 
t he fall of Vicksburg- was received, and P ort Hud· 
SOil surrendered 8 J uly, 18G3. He was promoted 
brigadier-generl11 !) Sept., 1863. In 1864 he Accom­
panied the second Red ri ver expedition, amI alter 
the engagements at Sabine Cross-Roilds, Pleasant 
Hill, amI Cane river, returned to Alexandria and 
was sent to take command at Baton Ronge, La., 
which post was threatened by the cOl1lederates. In 
July, 1864, he was ord ered north wi th the 2d divi­
sion of the l!)t h corps, joiliing Gen. Sheridan in 
the Shenftndoah valley in August, and being pres­
ent in all the battles of the ensuing campa.ign. In 
F l'brllfwy a.nd Mareh, 18G5, he was in comma.nel of 
the defences of Savannah, Ga. , where he remained 
until November, when he resigned his commission. 
His services were recognized by the brevet of ma­
jor-genem] of volunteers, and by a vote of thanks 
from the leO'isla.t.ure of his na.tive sta t.e. 



H!1gue, and held that omce until 1882.-Another 
son, l\'iliiam, lawyer, b. nettr Huntsville, Ala., 
28 ~ltLy, 1819. While pursuing his studies in Paris, 
in February, 1848, he took an active part in the 
revolution, and he was appointed on public cOlllpe­
ti t ion professor of English literature in the college 
at Bourges. He entered the U. S. nfttional service 
as captain in April, 1861, and rose through all the 
grades to the rank of brevet major-general of 
volunteers, commanding a division for the las t two 
years of the civil war. He partieipated in the 
principfLl battles in Virgini[l, and, being sent for a 
short time to Florida after the battle of Olustee, 
regltined possession of the principa.J parts of the 
state and of several of the eonfederatr. strongholds. 
In 1863-'4, having been detailed by the war de­
partmeut as one of three superintendents of the 
organization of U. S. colored troops, he enlisted, 
mu,tered in, armed, equi pped, drilled, and sent to 
the field seven reO'iments of those t1'Ooos. In this 
work he opened a1i the slave-prisons in Baltimore, 
and freed their inmates, including ma,ny slaves be­
longing . to men in the confedemte a,rmfes. The 
result or his operations was to hasten the abolition 
of sllwery in lIla,ryla nd. lIe passed foLl!' years in 
F'lorida after the war, and in 1874 removed to 
Washington, D.O., where he practised hi-' profes­
sIOn and bec!tllle attorney for the District of 00­
lumbia.-The third son, Dion, physicia.n, entered 
the army as lieutena.nt f1t the beginning of the 
~lvII war, rose to the rank of ca,ptain, and ched 
II1 1864 of disease contracted in the scrl'ice.-The 
fourth so n, Davit} Bell, b. in Hnntsville, Ala.., 29 
May~ 1825; d . . in Philadelphia, Pa" 18 Oct. , 1864, 
studIed law in Cincinnati, and, "ncr engaging m 
buslI1ess in Michigan, be~n the practice of la,w in 
~llliad elphja in 1848. .tIe entered the :1,l'my as 
lIeutenant-colonel at t.he beginning of the civil 
Wttl'! and was made colonel of the 23cl P ennsyl­
v:111lfl, volunteers, which regiment he raised, prin­
CIpally at his own expense, in the sumlller of 
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1861. He was promoted successively to brigadier­
and major-geneml of volun teers, ami distinguished 
himself in the battles of Yorktown, \Villialllsburg, 
the seeonc1 battle of Bull l~UIl , Fredericksburg, 
ChanceUorsville, and Gettysburg. Alter the death 
of Gell. BelTY he commanded the division, receiv­
ing his commission as m!tjor-geneml , 23 May, 
1863. He commanded the 3d corps at Gettysburg, 
after Gen. Sickles was wounded, and on 23 July, 
1864, was given the command of the 10th corps. 
He died of disease contracted in the servicc.-A 
fifth son, Fitzhugh, died, in 1864, of wounds and 
disease, in the serviee with the mnk of colonel.-A 
g randso n, James Gilles}lie, was lieutenant and 
cftptftin of cavalry, served as staff officer under 
Custer and Sheridan, was appointlJd lieutenant in 
the regula,r a,rmy at the close of the war, and died 
soon afterward of disease contracted ill the service. 



I 

, 

BLAIR, Fra,lcis Preston, soldier, b. in Lex­
in~ton , Ky., 19 Feb., 1821: d. in St. IJouis, Mo., 8 
JUly, 1875, was a son of Francis P. Blair noticed 
above. After graduation at Princeton, in 1841, 
he studied law 
in Washington 
and was admit­
ted to the Ken­
tucky bar in 
1843, and began 
to practise in St. 
Louis. In 1845 
he went for his 
health to the 
l~ocky moun­
tainti\vithacom­
pany of trap­
pers, and when 
the W!lr with 
Mexico beglLl1 
he enlisted in 
the army as a 
privM,e. After 
the war 11e re­
turned to the 
practice of his 
profession in St. 
Louis. In 1848 he joined the fJoee-soil branch of 
the democratic party, was for a time editor of the 
"Missouri Democmt," and from 1852 till 1856 was 
a member of the Missomi legislatu re. In 1850 he 
joined the newly organized republica,n party, and 
was elected to congress, where, in 1857, he spoke in 
favor of colonizing the negroes of the United Stllteti 
in Central America. In 1858 the democratic can­
d idate for congress was returned. Mr. Blair suc­
cessfully contested the seat, but immediately re­
signed, and was defeated in the election tha.t fol­
lowed. He was, however, elected IIgain in 1860 and "­
in 1862. Soon after the South Carolina secession 
convention was clilled, in November, 1861, Mr. 
Blair, at a meeting of the republican leaders in St. 
Louis, showed the necessity of immediate effort to 
prevent the seizUl'e by the state authorities of the 
8t. Louis arsenal, containitlg 05,000 stand of arms 
belonging to the government. He became the helld 
of the military organization then formed, which 
gua.rded the arsenal from that time; and it WfiS at 
his suggestion that the state troops under Gcn. 
Frost were ca~tureel on 10 May, 1861, without 
orders from 'V\ a.shington. It is claimed that he 
thus saved Missouri and Kentucky to the union. 
E ntering the army as a colonel of volunteers, he 
was made brigndier-genel'al 7 Aug., 1861, and ma,­
jor-geneml 29 Nov., 1862, resigning his seat in 
coni;fress in 1863. He commanded a eli vision in 
the Vicksburg cmnpu.ign, led his men in the bat­
tles of Lookout Mountain and Missionary Ridge, 
and was at the head of the 17th corps during Sher­



man's campaipns in 1864-'5, including the nUH'ch 
to the sea. In 1866 he was nominated by Presi­
dent Johnson as collector of illtel'l1al revenue at ::it. 
Louis, and u,fterwanl as minister to Austria; but 
in each case his opposition to the reconstrnction 
measures led to his rejection by the senate. He 
was a Ctenvanl commissioner of the Pacific ra.i1road. 
His dissatisfaction with the policy of the repub­
licans led him to return to the delJlocn\tic party, 
and in 1868 he was its ~1nuic1a.te for the vice-presi­
dency. In Ja.nuary, 1871, Gen. Blair again entered 
the legislature of Missouri , and in the same month 
he was elected to till a vacancy in the U. S. senate, 
whCl'e he remained until 1873, when he was a can­
d idate ror re-election, but was defeated. At the 
time of his death he wns sta.te superintendent of 
insurance. He published "The Life and Public 
Services of General Willia.m 0 : Bntler" (1848), 
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BLAiR, He-l;l:Y Willia.m, senator, b. in Camp­
ton. N. H., 6 Dec., 1834. His parents died before 
Ite had completed his thirteenth year, and his boy­
hood was spent in the family of l~iehard Bartlett, of 
Campton, where he worked on the farm, and attend­
ed schooillt intervals until he was seventeen, when 
he began to teach, hoping to earn enough money to 
take him t.hrough college. Compelled by ill health 
to give up this pla.n, he !'ead law with William 
Leverett, of Plymouth, N. H., was admitted to the 
bur in 1859, and in 1860 was elected prosecuting 
'lttomey for Grafton co. 'When the civil war 
begfLl1 he enlisted in the 15th New Hampshire 
volunteers, was chosen captain of his company, 
.soon became major, and fina.lly lieutena,nt-colonel. 
Ere was twice wounded severely at the siege of 
Port Hudson, and was prevented by his wounds, 
and disease contracted in service, from taking any 
active part in the rema.inder of the WH,r. He was 
o!ected to the New Hampshire house of representa­
tives in 1866, and in 1867 and 1868 to the state 
senate. He served in the U. S. house of repre­
sentatives frolll 1875 till 1879, and, declining a re­
~10minatioll, was elected to the U. S. senate in the 
latter year, a,nd reelected in 1885. Senator Blair 
has given much attention to social questions, and 
IS un ardent temperance reformer. He is the au­
t.hor ,of the" Blair Commoil School Bill," which 
was II1troduced by him in the 47th congress. As 
passe~ by the senate in April, 1884, the bill ap­
propl'lates $77,000,000 to be distributed among the 



states in proportion to their illiteracy. In the 
original bill the a.mount was $105,000,000. In the 
49th con "'ress the senate again passed the bill, 
mnking t11e appropriation S79,OOO,OOO. Senator 
Blair has also introduced prohibitory tempenmce 
l~ntl woma.n suffmge amendments to the national 
constitu tion, is the a.u thor of the Blai r scientific 
temperance ed uca.t ion bill and the Blair pension 
bill, and has made important speeches on finan­
cial su b: ects. 



BIJAKE, George A. H., soldier, h. -in Pennsyl­
vania in September, 1812; ll. in Washington, D. C., 
27 Oct., 1884. He became lieutenant in the 2d dra­
goons 11 June, 1836, was made eapta.in in Decem­
ber, 1839, and was in the actions with the Seminoles 
at Fort Miller and Jupiter inlet, in 1841. During 
the Mexican war, Ln 1846-'7, he wa" in the battles 
'Lt Ceno Gordo, Pueblo., Contreras, Molino del Rey, 
Chapultepec, and the city of Mexico, and wa" bre­
vetted major for galla.nt conduct at St. Augustine, 
Mexico. In July, 1850, he became ma.jor of the 1st, 
dragoons, a.nd served against th'e Apache and Nal'a­
jo Inuians. In May, 1861, he was made Jieutenant­
colonel of the 1st U. S. cuvalry, and colonel on 15 
Feb., 1862. He took part in the battle of Gaines's 
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Mill, 27 June, 1862, where he was slightly wonnded, 
and was also in the actions at Aldie, l\IidcUetown, 
Upperville, and at Gettysburg, where he distin­
guished ·himself. He was afterwfl.rd chief cOlllmis­
sa.ryof musters for the department of Virg:inia, and 
in the cfl.valry corps of the Army of the Potomac. 
On 13 March, 1865, he was brevetted brigadier-gen­
eral U. S. A. for his services at Gettysburg. From 
February, 1865, till M>1rch, 18GG, he was member of 
a military com mission at vVashington. n.nd after­
ward commander at Fort Vancouver, 'IVashington 
territory. Ol~ 15 Dec.,}8?O! he was ,ret!!:ed . 
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, ULANCHARD, Albcl·t G., soldier, b. in Charles­
town, Mass., in 1810. Be was gradua.ted nt the 
U. S. mili tary academy in 1829, and served on f ron­
t ier du ty a,nd recl'Uiting scrvice until 1 Oct., 1840, 
when he resigned, with the rank of first lieutenant. 
F rom 1840 till 1846 he was a, merchant at New 
Orleans, L a., and was director of public schools 
there from 1843 till 1845. During the lViexicnn wa r 
he served as capta.in of Louisiana volunteers, being 
at the battle of Monterey and the siege of Vera 
Cruz, and he re-entered the regular a t'my on 27 May, 
1847, as major of the 12th infant ry, serving till 25 
July. 1848. After teaching in the Ncw Orleans 
public schools he -becallle !L surveyor, and was after­
ward connected with several railroad companies. 
At the beginning of the civil wa.r, in 1861, he was 
made a bri\I.adier-general in the confedera.te army, 
and on 29 Veb., 1862, issned from Norfolk, Va., an 
order that became quite celebrated, urging the in­
habi tants to fire at the nati onal army from behind 
trees, and obstruct its passage in 'every possible 
way. Since the war. Gen. Bia,nchard has been a 
ci'il_eJ?-giJ:eer and sui'veyor in New Orleans. 
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BLANCHARD, Justus· WIlrd,,,ell, soldier, b. 
in Milford, N. H., in 1811; d. in Syracuse, N. Y., 
14 Sept., 1877. Before the civil war he was cap­
tain of the Burgess corps of Albany, N. Y. Be 
entered the national sel'vice as captain in the 3d 
N. Y. volunteers in 1861, became lieutenant-colo­
nel in 1863, and brevet · brigadier-gencml of vol­
unteers on 13 March, 1865. He was at Big Bethel 
in 1861, took part in Banks's Red River expedi­
tion, volunteered on a forlorn hope at Port Hud­
son, ILnd was with Sheridan in his Shenandoah 
cam ai n in 1864. 



'- iliEiis·OJ.CI1bert Tilylor, educator, b. in 
Frankfort, Ky.. 9 Nov., 1809; d. in Alexandria, Va., 
8 Dec., 1877. He was appointed froll1 Kentucky to 
the U. S. Military Academy, and was graduated in 
1830, after which he served in the army at Fort 
Gibson, Indian territory, until 31 Aug., 1832, when 
he resigned. From 1833 till 1834 he wa.s adjunct 
professor of ma.thematies and teacher of the French 
language at Kenyon, and in 1835-'6 professor of 
mathemlLtics. at iVIiami. After ~tudyinlL theology 
he was ordall1ed a clergyman 1Il the J:'rote~tan t 
Episcopal church in 1835, aIHI was connected with 
various churches in Ohio until 1838. Having pre­
viously studied law, he began its pru.ctice in Spring­
field, HI., in 1838, and continued it there and in 
Washington, D. C., till 1848. During the years 
1848- '54 he was p"ofeS50[' of mathematics and as­
tronomy at the University of iVIississippi, and fro m 
1854 t ill 18(H professor of mat hematics at the U ni­
versity of Virg inia. In 1861 he entered the con­
federn,te service as colonel, but was soon made chief 
of the war bmeall 'and acting assistant secretary of 
W'Lr. In 18(j3 he went to E ngland to collect ma~e­
ri lLI fo r his work on t he consti tu tion, which he pub­
lished on his return in 1866. Ho then sett-lerl in 
13al ti moreand began the pnblicn,t.ion of the" South­
ern Review," Ilithorto !1lninly ot n politic!II cha.rac­
tel', which nllder his edito rship assumed a theo­
logimll tone and became the recoRnizeCl organ of 
the Methodist Episcopnl Church South. In 1868 
he became principa.J of the Louisa school, Balti­
more, and ill 1871 was ordained a minister in the 
Methodist church. In addition to Humorous con­
~L"ibut ions to periodica.ls ho published " An Exam­
l11ICtion of Edwarcls on the Will" (Philadelphia, 
1845); "A 'rheoelic), 01' \Tinclication of the Di vine 
Glory" (New York, 1853); "Libcrty and Slavery" 
(Phtlarlclphia, 1857); " Is Davis a Traitor ~ or wus 
Secession :1 Constitutional R,ight previ OilS to the 
War of 1861 ~" (Baltimore, 18GG) ; tlnd ,. Philosophy 
of Mathell1"tics" (Philadelphi,~, 1~,,-_____~. 
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BLENKER, Louis, soldier, b. in Worms, Besse 
Darmstadt, Germa.ny, 31 July, 1812; d. in Rock­
la.nd co., N. Y., 31 Oct., 1863. In his youth he was 
apprenticed to II- jeweller, but on becoming of age 
he enlisted in the Bavarian legion that was mised 
to accompany Prince Otho, then recently elected 
king, to Greece. 'When the legion was disbanded 
m 1837, he received the mnk of lieutenant. He 
then returned home ami began the study of medi­
cine in the University of Munich, bllt soon gave 
this IIp to engage in the wine business in ·Worms. 
In 1849 he wus a leading member of the revolu­
tionary government in that city, and also bnrgo­
master and commander of the national guard. I-Ie 
fought in se\' ernl successful enga.gements with the 
Prllssians; but the revolutionists being soon com­
Rletely crushed, he retired into Switzerland. In 
September, 184!l, ha.ving been ordered to leave 

that country, 
he emne to the 
Un i ted Statcs 
and sett,led in 
Rocklandco.,N. 
Y., where he un­
df'rtook to cul­
tiva,te a farm. 
Later he en­
ga.ged in busi­
ness in New 
York, and so 
continued until 
the beginning 
of the civil war 
when he organ~ 
ized the 8th reg­
iment of New 
York volun­
teers, of which 
he was commis­
sioned colonel, 
31 lVhty, 1861. 

After some timc spent in Washington his regiment 
was incorporated wit.h others into n. brigade attached 
to Col. Miles's 5th division in Gen. McDowell's army. 
During the first b[l,t~le of Bull Run this division 
acted as n resel've, and covered the retreat with 
grent steadiness, recovering two Union colors left 
on the field of ba.ttle by retreating soldiers. For 
his seryices a,t that time he was commissioned briga­
dier-geneml of the volun teel'S 9 Aug., 1861. He re­
mained with t-.l"IC Army of the Potomac until the 
beginning of the peninsular campaign, when he 
wus ordered to western Virginia. He took a.n act­
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iye part in the battle of Cedar Keys, 8 June, 1862; 
bllt aftcr the arrival of Gen. l~remont he was suc­
ceeded by Gen. Sigel. Gen. Blenker was then '01'­
dered to 'Washington, and on 31 :March, 1863, was 
rnustcl'ed out of service. He returned to his farm 
in Rockland co., where he remained until his 
death, which resulted from intern!!.! injnries re­
ceived from a fa.ll of his horse in entering the town 
of Warr~n~on, Va..,.while with his command. 



BLUNT, James G., soldier, h. in Hancock co., 
Me., in 1826; d. in Washington, D. C., in 1881. 
From his fif teenth to his twentieth' year he was a 
sailor. He was grauuated at the Starling medical 



college, Columbus, Ohio, in 1849, and practised 
medicine in Dnrke co. until 1856, when he settled 
in Anuerson co., Kansas. He took n prominent 
part in the contest over the introduction of slavery 
into Kansas, a.nd was 'l member of the convention 
tha.t framed the constitution of the stnte. In July, 
1861, be entered the army as lieutenant-colonel of 
the ;ld Knnsas volunteers. He commanded the cav­
alry in Gen. Jnmes I.J3.ne's brigade, and on 8 April, 
1862, was promoted brigadier-l;\'eneraJ and ass igned 
to the command of the millta.!'y department of 
Ka.nsas. On 22 Oct., 1862, in the battle of Old Fort 
Wayne, his Kansas and Cherokee troops routed 
the confederate force concentrated at Maysville, on 
the western border of Arkansas. On 28 Nov. he 
attacked and defeated Ma.rmaduke's forces a.t Cane 
Rill, Ark. On 7 Dec., 1862, he encountered and 
l1efeated, with the aid of Gen. Herron, the confed­
erates under Hindman n.t Prairie Grove. and there­
by checked the advance of the sonthern' t roops into 
Missouri. On 28 Dec. he en.ptnred Fort Van Buren 
on Arkansas ri vel'. He was promoted to be major­
geneml, 29 Nov., 1862. In June, 1863, bein.'" re­
lieved of the command of the department of kan­
sas, he took the field with the army of the frontier. 
On 16 July, 1863, he defeated Gen. Cooper at Honey 
Spring's; and on 28 Oct., 1864, at Newtonia, Mo., 
wi th the Hssistance of Gen. Sanborn's cava.!r)'. his 
troops gave the fina! blow to Price's invasion of 
Missouri. During the latter part of the war he was 
military commandant of the district of south Kan­
sas. After he was mustered out he settled in Leav- I 
n worth Kallsa 



llOHLJ<;N. Henry, soldier , b. in 1::1J'emen, Ger­
many, 22 Oct., 1810 ; killed near Rappahannock 
Station, Va. , 22 Aug. , 1862. He Cfome to the United 
States when young, and settled as a liquor mer­
chant in P hiladelphia, acquiring wealth in t lmt 
t rade. In 1861 he becnme colonel of the 75th 
Pennsylvania (German) volunteers, and wa s a.t- · 
tached to Gen. Blenker's comma.nd, was made 
brigadier-geneml of volunteers, 28 ApriJ, 1862, a.nd 
served under Fremont in wes tern Virg inia, distill­
guishing himseJ.f at the battle of Cross K eys, 8 
June, when Gen. Fremont attacked " Stoncwall 
Jackson " and drove him from a strong position 
beyond Harrisonburg. He was a,lso specially com­
mended fo r his services in the Shena,J1(lolth va.lley 
Imder Gen. Sige l. He covered t he retreat of the 
army of Virg inia across the Ra ppRha,nnock, and 
fell while directing the movements of his brigade 
in f1 skirmish near tha t river. I-Ie led his brigade 
across the river to attack a detachment of Long­
street's division, but WRS assailed by superior num­
bers. and re-crossed under cover of the bRttcrics. 
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BONHAM, ~tilledge L., soldier, b. in South 
Carolina, 6 May, 1815. He was graduated at the 
University of South Carolina in 1834, admitted to 
tbe bar at Columbia in 1837, and settled and be­
gan prnctice in Edgefield. In the Mexican war he 
comma.nded a battalion of South Carolina volun­
teers. From 1848 till 1850 he was state solicitor 
for the southern circuit, .in 1856 elected to con­
gress as a state-rights democrat, and in 1858 re­
elected. On 21 Dec., 1860, he left congress with 
the other members of the South Carolina delega­
tion. He was a commissioner from South CUI'O­
linlL to Mississippi, and detailed as ma,jor-general 
to command the South Ca.rolina troops. I-Ie en­
tered the confederate army with the m.nk of briga­
dier-general, and comma.ndeu a brigade at the bat­
tles of Blackburn's Ford and Bull Rlll1. He was 
then elected a represent.ative from South Carolina 
in the confederate congress, and served until he 
was elected governor of that state for the term 
1862-'4. In 1864 he returned to the confederate 
army, and served until the close of the war. He 
wa·s a delegate to the national democratic conven­
tion held ill New York in 1868. 



BOOiUEi~, Geor"'e Boardman, soldier, b. in 
Sutton, Mass., 26 JuTy, 1832; killed at Vicksburg, 
Miss., 22 May, 1863. He removed to St. Louis at 
au early age and became a bridge-builder. The 
town of Osa.go Rock, on Osage river, was laid out 
and partly buin by him. He W!j·S present, U~ colo­
nel of the 22d Missouri vol un leers, at the snrrender 
of Island No. 10, and distinguished himself at the 
battle of Inka;where he was severely wounded. 
He commanded the second brigade of Gen. Quin­
by's eli vision of MacPherson's corps at the battle of 
Champion H ilTs with conspicuous gallantry, and 
was recommended fo r promotion. ·While leacling 
his bri~ade in an assault upon the works on the 
east siae of the city of Vicksburg he was killed by 
a sharp-shooter. 



BOWEN, John S., soldier, b. - in Georgia in 
1829; d. in Raymond, Miss., 13 July, 1863. fie 
was graduated at West Point in 1853, and became 
lieutenant of mounted rifles, serving at the Car­
lisle, Pa., cavalry school, and on the frontier. On 
1 May, 1856, he resigned and bec(lrne an architect 
in ' Savannah, Ga., where he was ulso licutenant­
colonel of stute militia. He removed his office to 
St. Louis, Mo., in 1857, where he WIIS cuptain in 
the Missouri militia from 1859 till 1861. He was 
adjutant to Gen. Frost during the expedition to 
the border in seurch of MontgOJnel'Y, and, when the 
civil war bel7an, commanded the second regiment 
of Frost's bngade. He was acting chief of staff to 
Gen. Frost when Camp Jackson was captured by 
Gen. Lyon, and a.Cterward, disregarding his parole. 
raised at Memphis the 1st Missouri infantry. He 
was severely wounded a.t the battle of Shiloh, 
where he commanded a brigade in Breckinridge's 
corps, and stubbornly resisted Gmnt's ad vance 
near P ort Gibson in Ma.y, 1863. Be was in all the 
ba.ttles a.round Vicksburg, and took a. prominent 
part in the negotiations for its surrender, and his 
de!tth is sa,id to have been hastened by mortifica­
tion at that event. ' 



BOWERS, Theodore S., soldier, b. in Pennsyl­
vania, 10 Oct., 1832; killed at Garrison's Station, 
N. Y., 6 March, 1866. When very young he re­
moved to Mount Carmel, Ill. , aml there learned 
the printer's t mde. 'When the civil war began he 
was editor of the " Register," a local democratic 
journal. After the defeat of the na.tional forces in 
the first battle of Bull l{un, he mised a company 
of vollin teers for the 48th Illinois infantl'y, declined 
its captaincy becanse of the taunts of his former 
poli tical associates, and went to the fron t as a 
privfl,te. He was soon sent home on recruiting 
scrvice, and on his return to his regiment was de­
tailed a.s a clerical assistant at Brig.-Gen. Gmnt's 
headquar ters (25 .Tan., 18(2). In this capacity he 
went through the campa.igns of F orts Henry an d 
Donelso n. He was Ilgain offered the captaincy of 
his old company, but declined on the ground that 
the first lieutenant deserved the place. He was. 
however, commissioned first lieutenant, 24 March, 
1862, and on 26 April fo llowin g was detached as 
!Iide-de-camp to Gen. Gmnt. He acted as Maj. 
Rawlins's assistan t in the adju ta.nt's office. On 
1 Nov., 1862, he received the regular staff appoint­
ment of captain a,nd aide-de-camp, and was left in 
charge of depal'tmen t headqua,rtcrs while the army 
was absent on the Ta.llahatchie expedition. 'fhe 
confederates under Van Darn seized the opportu­
nity to make a raid to the rear of t he federa,] ad­
vance, and captured the department hea.dquarters 
at Holly Springs at early dawn of 20 Dec., 1862. 
Capt. Bowers had but a few moments' warning; 
but, acting wi th grea.t presence of mind, he rna.de 
a bonfire of all the department records, and when 
t.he raiders burst into his q LUwters everyt hing of 
value to them was destroyed. Capt. Bowers re­
fused to give his pa role, a.nd sncceeded in making 
his escape the same evening. The olficer com­
manding the rear-gnnrd was severely censured by 
Gen. Grant, while Capt. Bowers was highly eom­
p. limented, and was 'presen.ted with a sword i!l ac­
knowledgment of Ius servICes. He was appOinted 
judge ad vocate fo r the depart ment of Tennessee, 
with mnk of major, 19 Feb., 1863. After the fall 
of Vicksburg he wns assistant adjntant-general in 
place of Col. R.awlins, promoted. His services ha.d 
become so valua.ble that Gen. Grant procured his 
appoin tment as ca.ptain and qunrtermaster on the 
regular staff (29 July, 18(4), nnd assistant adjutant­
geneml, with the mnk of major, U. S. army, 6 Jan., 
1865. Bis finn'! promotions as brevet lieutenant­
colonel and colonel, U. S. army, are dated 13 March, 
1865. He was with Gen. Grant in the fi eld until 
the snrrender of the confederate forces, and was 
retained on his personal staff a.fter the close of the 
war. He was instantly killed while attempting to 
board a moving t ra.in on the H udson river railroad. 
His mili tary career is relllarka,ble since he rose by 
sheer fo rce of charactCl', having no family influ­
ence or speeia.l training, 1rom It private of volun­
teers to one of the highest staff appointments 
wi thin the gift of the commanding general. 



n OWiUAN, Alexander Hamilton, soldier, b. 
in Wilkesbarre, PIt., 15 May, 1803; d. there, 11 
Nov., 1865. He was a son of Capt. Samuel Bow­
man, of the Massachusetts line, who served with 
distinction in the revolutionary Witr. He was 
graduated at the U. S. military academy in 1825, 
st,mcling third in his class, was promoted to second 
lieuten11nt in the corps of engineers, and became 
assistant professor of geogmphy, history, and ethics. 
In 1826 he was appointed assbtant engineer in the 
construct ion of the defences and in the improve­
ment of harbors and rivers on the gulf of Mexico. 
He wa.s ordered, in 1834, to superintend the con­
?truetion of a militat·y road from Memphis. Tenn., 
In to Arkansas, and further charged with improv­
mg the naviglLtion of Cumberland and Tennessee 
rivers until 1838. He was promoted first lientenant, 
21 Jan., 1835, and later was assigned to the charge 
of the fortifications for the dc.fences of Charleston 
harbor, S. C., where he rema,ined u nti11853. Mean­
while he had been made captain, 7 J'u!y, 1838. 
During 1851-'2 he was at West Point as instructor 
of practical military engineering, and subsequently 
was chief engineer of the aonstruction bureau of 
the U. S. treasury department, and was employed 
In locating and constructing custom-houses, post­
otnces, marine hospitals, and similat· buildings. 
On 5 J,tl1., 1857, he was made Inajor of engineers, 
anl1 during the civil war he was superintendent of 
the U. S. military academy, wilh the local mnk of 
COlonel, serving as such from 1 March, 1861, until 
8 July, 1864. Hc thcn became a member of the 
n.[1 I'(}'l and engineering commission fo r sclecting 
SILes fo r naval esta.blishments on the western riv­
ers, 11nd from 20 June, 1865, until his death, was a 
member of the board of engineers to improve amI 
preserve the ~ew England sea-coast defences. His 



regUlar promotion as a lieutenant-colonel in the 
i CO~~?L~n~l~leeE.s was .recp;~ved 3.~ra:·ch, 186~. 



BOYLE, Jeremia,1I Tilford, soldier, b. 22 May, 
1818; d. in Louisville, Ky., 28 July, 1871. He 
was graduated at Princeton in 1838, anq, after 
qualifying himself for t.he law, he was admitted to 
thc bar and began practice in Kentucky. When 
the slave-states seceded from the union, and Ken­
tucky was in doubt which side to join, he declared 
in favor of the union, and was appointed a briga­
dier - general of U. S. volunteers, 9 Noy., 1861. 
After distinguished and patriotic services in organ­
izing for defence against the confederate in yasion 
that was threatened from the south, he WclS ap­
pointed military govel'llor of Kentucky, and re­
tained that, office from 1862 till 1864, when he re­
signed his commission. From 1864 till 1866 he 
was president of the Louisville city railway com­
pa,ny, and from 1866 till his death was president 
of the Evansyille, Henderson, amI Nashyille rail­
road com an . 



HOYLE, ,John Alexander, soldier, b. in Balt i­
more, .Md., 13 1\'[ay, 1816; d. near Chat.tanooga, 
Tenn. , 29 Oct., 1863. H e became 11 Methodist 
prel1cher in 1839, bis station being in P hiladelphil1 
and vicinity, where he h"d received his cdu cfLtion. 
After repeated and prolonged t rials he was oblis-ed 
to give up t he ministry becl1use of failing health. 
Removing to Elk co., Pa., he becl1mc 'l htwye t· an d 
nfterwl1rd an edi tor. He volun teered in a Penn­
sylvl1nia regiment at the beginning of the civil 
war and soon rose to the nmk of maj or, serving 
with zeal and honor in Virginia and Tennessee, 
and was killed in the ba.ttle of IVauha tchie. 



HorN'foN, Edwar<1 Carlisle, soldier, b. in 
Vermont about 1825. He was graduated at \Vest 
Point in 1846, assigned to the 2d artillery as brevet 
second lieutenant, and ordered at once to join the 
arm)' in Mexico. He was with Gen. Taylor at the 
front of the invading force, and participated in 
the siege of Ven. Cruz and the battles of Contreras 
and Churubusco, in which last engagement he was 
severely wounded. He was promoted second lieu­
tenant 16 Feb., and first lieutenant 20 Aug., 1847, 
anel was brevetted capta,in at the same time, He 
was an instrnctor at West Point in 1848-'55, In 
1855-'6 he accoml)anied the expedition agninst the 
remnnnt of the Seminole Indinns in Floridn. He 
l'cs igned 16 Feb., 1856, nnd accepted the professor­
ship of chemistry in the university of Mississippi, 
which he held until dismissed in 1861 for" evin­
cing a want of attachment to the government of 
the confederate states." He declined the colonelcy 
of ,a volunteer regiment, and was reappointed to 
the IT. S. army as captain in the 11th infantry, 23 
Sept., 1861. He was nt once a,ssigned to duty at 
the military academy, first as adjlltl1!1t and after­
wa,rd as quartermaster, remaining at that post 
throughout the war, and receiving at its close the 
brevet of major for faithful services. He was 
tl'ansferred to the 29th inian try, 21 Sept., 1866. 
Ma,j. Boynton is the authol' of ., History of West 
Point and its Military Importance during the 
Revolution, and the Origin and Progress of the 
Military Academy" (New York, 1863) ; a" Guide to 
West Point lWel the U. S. Military Academy" 
(1803); "ltegistel' of Cadets admitted to the Mili­
ta,ry Academy, from its Origin to June 30, 1870" 
(1870); "Several Orders of George \Vashington, 
Cornmllnder-in-Chief, etc., issued at Newburg" 
(Newburg, 1883); and of t.he military and naval 
vocabulary in \Vebster's "Army and Navy Dic­
tJo~l! r;:r!: ,::. i~pl'i~gfie.lcl, 1886}.. _ 



b. inBRACKETT, Albert Gallatiu, soltlier, 
Cherry Valley, Otsego co., N. Y., 14 Feb., 1829. 
He removed to Ind iana in 1846, and, <luring the 
war with Mexico, was first lieutenant in the 4th 
Indiana volunteers, attached to Lane's brigatle, 
being present at IIllamantla, Puebla, and Atlixco. 
On, 16 July, 1848, he was honorably discharged. 



On 3 March, 1855, he became ca.ptain in the 2d 
U. S. cavalry. and, after raising a compa.ny in Indi­
ana and Illinois, served on the Texas frontier, dis­
tinguishing himself in actions against the Co­
manche Indians. He was the first U. S. omcer that 
crossed into Mexico in pursuit of hostile Indians. 
~When Gen. Twiggs surrendered to the confeder­
ates in 1861, Capt. Brackett escaped. Be com­
manded the cavalry a.t Blackburn's Ford a.nd the 
first bllttle of Bull Run, a.nd in August, 1861, be­
came colonel of the 9th Illinois cavalry, serving 
with credit through the Arkansas campa.ign, a,nd 
being severely wounded at Stewart's Plantation, 
where he sayed a valuable train from falling into 
the hands of the confederates. Ol~ 28 June, 1862, 
he was brevetted major in the regular army for 
seryices in the Arkansas cam pa.ign, and ou 17 July 
received his full commission as nUljo!' in the 1st 
cavalry. In 1863 he was chief of c!lvalry in the 
department of the Missouri, and in 1864 assistant 
inspector-general of C!1Vu,lry, in the department of 
the Cumberland. He WIIS engaged in the battles 
around Atlanta., was brevetted lieutenant-colonel 
gn 1 Sept., 1864, for his sen'ices there, and at the 
close of the war was brevetted colonel. After that 
time he served princip!llly against hostile Indians 
in Nevada, Wyoming, and Arizona. Be received 
his fuJI commission as lieutenant-colonel, 2d cav­
alry, on 9 Junc, 1868, and on 20 lViarch,1879, when 
commanding the district of the Yellowstone, was 
made colonel of the 3d cavalry. He WlIS afterward 
assigned to the command of Fort Davis, Texas, 
and in Mareh, 1886, WtlS recommended by the con­
gressional delegation of Indiana and Texas for 
promotion to the mnk of brigadier-general. He 
has J.:)\[blish~ "~ene~'al LI!:ne's Briz~\de in Central 
lVlexlCo" (CII1CllInatl, 18u4); "hIstory of the 
Unitcd St!1tes Cavalry" (New York, 18(5) ; and has 
written many mal;l'azine and llewspaper articles, 
especially ill rcga.rcl to milita.ry affairs and the de­
velopment of the country. 
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DRA])LEY, Luther Prentice; soldier, b. in 
New Haven, Conn., 8 Dec., 1822. He was educated 
in the common schools of- his native city. E nter­
ing the a,rmy as lieutenant-colonel of t he 51st IlLi­
nois volunteers, on 15 Oct., 1861, he was on recruit­
ing duty unt i! Febm ary, 1862, and was aft.erward 
engaged a,t the capture of IshHid No. 10, New 
Madrid, Farmingto n, and Nash,' ille, 'l'enn. FIe 
became colonel of his regiment 15 Oct., 1862, com­
m!tnded !L brigade, and was in the battles of Stone 
Rh'er, Chiclmmauga, where he was wounded, Resa­
ca, New Hope Church, Kenesaw Mountain~Feach 
Tree Creek, AUa.r ta, aud J onesboro, Ga. .u e was 
made brigadier-general of volunteers, 30 July, 1864, 
and wa ' in the campaign a~aiust Gen. H ood, being 
'~onnded a,t the battle of J) ra.nklin, Tenn. He re­
signed on 30 J nne, 1865, ILnd was appointed lieu­
temtnt-colonel of the 27th U. S. infantry, 28 July, 
1866. He was brevetted colonel in the regular army 
0, 1, 2 ~hrch, 1867, for services at Chickamauga, and 
bngadlCr-genera.l for services at Resaca. He be­
came colonel of the 3d infantry, 20 ~Ja rcb, 1879, 
and on 14 June was t mnsferl'ed to the 1 11th. 



BRAGG, Bi'uxtOIl, soldier, b. in Vi'ar]'en co., N. 
C., 22 .March, 1817; d. in Galveston, Texas, 27 Sept., 
1876. He was graduated at the U. S. militaryacad­
emy in 1837, standing 5th in a class of fifty. Among 
his classmates were Gens. Benham, Townsend, 
Sedgwick, and Hooker on the national side, and 
Early and Pemberton on the confederate side. He 
was 'appointed lieutenant of artillery, and served 
mainly in l<'lorida nlltil 1843. during the war with 
the Seminoles; from 1843 till 1845 he was stationed 
at Fort Moultrie, in Cluu'leston harbor, and just 
before the war with Mexico was ordered to Texas. 
In May, 1846, he WfiS made captain by brevet for 
gallant conduct in the defence of F01·t Brown, 
Texas, and in June was promoted captain of artil­
lery. He wa,~ present at the battle of Monterey, 
21-23 Sept., and was brevetted major for gallant 
conduct there. In 
1847 he was bre­
vettedlientenant. 
colonel for gal­
lant.ry at. t.he bat­
tle of Buena Vis­
ta.. From 1848 till 
1855 he was en­
gaged in frontier 
service at J ef­
ferson Barracks, 
Mo., Fort Gib­
son,and Washita. 
In .March, 1855, 
he was appointed 
major of caval­
ry, but declined 
andreceiyedleave 
of absence. In ~ 
January, 1856, he 
resigned his com­
mission and I'e­
tired to his plan­
tation at Thibodeaux, La.. In 1859-'61 he was COI11 ­

missioner of the board of public works of the state 
of Louisiana.. When t.he civi l war be~a.n he was ai-'­
pointed brigadier-general in the confederate army 
in 1861, and placed in command at Pensacola, Fla. 
In February, 1862, he was promoteu major-gencra,1 
and ordered to join the army of the Mississippi. 
He took part in the battle of Shiloh, 6-7 April, 
and was promoted genera.l in place of A. S. John­
ston, Idlled. After the evacuation of Corinth he 
succeeded Gen. Beauregard in command of the de­
partment. In August he led a formidable force, 
45,000 strong, into Kentucky. but, after the battle 
of Perryville, 8 Oct., he retreated, carrying with 
him a vast quantity of supplies. He was removed 
from hi~ command and placed under tln'est, but 
was soon restored, !\llel resumed comnulnd of the 
force opposed to the nationa.l a.rmy under I~ose­
crans. He was worsted by Rosecrans in the pro­
tracted contest of Stone river or Murfreesboro, 31 
Dec., 1862, a,nd 2 Jan., 1863; aga.in encountered 
and defeated him a,t Chicka.ma.uga" 1D a.nd 20 
Sept., 1863; but wa.s decisiYely defeated by Gen. 
Gmnt at Chattanooga, 23-25 Noy. About 2 Dec. 
he was relieved from command and caJled to Rich­
mond, where for a tilTle he acted as military ad­
yiser to Mr. DaYis, with whom he was a favorite. 
In the autumn of 1864 he led a small lorce from 
Nortb Carolina to Georgia to operate against Sher­
ma.n, but wit·hout slIccess. After the war he be­
came chief engineer for the state of Alabama, a,nd 
superintended the improvements in Mobile bay, 



but with these exceptions his life was passed in 
compa,rative retirement.-His brother, 'l'homas, 
governor of North Cal'olina, b. in 'Warrenton, 'War­
ren co., N. C., in 1810; d. in Raleigh, 21 Jan., 1872. 
He was educated at the lllilita.ry academy at Mid­
dletown, Conn., studied IlLw, was admitted to the 
bar in 1831, and began practice at Jackson, N. C. 
He was chosen to the state legisllltme in 1842, and 
in 1854 WIIS elected governor of North Carolina, 
holding that olIice lin til 1858. He was elected U. 
S. senator in 1859, but withdrew in 1861 after the 
secession of his state. Jeffcrson Davis made him 
attorney-geneml in his cabinet, 22 Feb., 1861, and 
he acted in that capacity two years. Having lost 
all his means by the war, Gov. Bragg resumed the 
practice of his profession and also re-entered politi­
cal life, becoming chairman of the state democratic 
committee. He was active in the impeachment 
pr~c~_ec1i!lgs ,~&"~inst qo".., Holden. 
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ll.KA(;(;, .E(lwal'<l Stuyvesant, soldier, b. in 
Unadilht, N. Y., 20 Feb., 1827. He studied three 
years at Geneva, now Hobart, college, left at the 
end of the jnnior year, and studied law in the office 
of Judge Noble, in Unadilla. He was admitted to 
the bar in 1848, and soon after removed to Fond 
dn Lac, vVis. In IBM he was elected district at­
torney for Fond du Lac co., and served two years. 
He was a Donglas democl'l1t. and a delegate to the 
Charleston cOllvention in 1860. At the beginning 
of the civil war he entered the military service of 
the United States as captai n, 5 May, 1861, amI 
held all the intermediate gl'l1des to a.nd including 
that of brigadier-general, with which rank he WfiS 
mustered out, 8 Oct., 1865. He participated in all 
the campaigns of the army of the Potoml1c except 
the Peninsular, Gettysburg, and Five Forks. In 
1866 he was a delegate to the Philadelphia union 
con vention. In 1867 he was elected to the state 
senate, 11l1d served one term. In 1868 he was a 
delegate to the soldiers' aud sailors' convention in 
New York, which nominated Horatio Seymour for 
presiden t. In 1872 he was a delegate to the na­
tional dcmocl'H,tic convention in Baltimore, which 
nominated Horace Greeley for president. He WfiS 
eleeted to congress for three successive terms, be­
ginning with the 45th congress. He was a dele­
gate to the democmtic national convention in 1884, 
a,nd, as cl1aoirman of his delegation, seconded the 
nomination of Grovel' Cleveland for the presi­
dency. The same year he was elected to · the 49th 
congress. Dilring his congressional career he was 
regarded as one of the most dangerous antagonists 
ih debate in the whole honse. Sma.ll of stature 
and belligel'Emt in be,uing, he was perpetuB,lly in 
the thick of the fight, and had few equals in his 
power of acrimonious retort and invective. AI­
thongh he was in tensely a democrat in a partisan 
sense, he lIeyer could be coun ted Ilpon to vote 
stea.c1 ily with his )a.rty. 



BRANNAN, John 1\lilton, soldier, b. in the 
District of Columbia in 1819. JIe was grachmted 
at the U. S. military academy in 1841, aJld served 
at Plattsburg, N. Y., during the border disturb­
a.nces of 1841-'2, and in the Mexican war as first 
lieutenant of the 1st artillery. He was at Vera 
Cruz, Cerro Gordo, L(L JIoya, Contreras, and Churu­
busco, and for his conduct in the two actions last 
m,lI1ed was brevetted cu,plain, 20 Aug., 1847. On 
13 Sept. he wa'S severely wounded at the Belen 
gate il1 the assault on the city of Mexico. After 
this he served on garrison duty in various forts, 
and against the Seminoles in 1856-'8. On 28 
Sept., 1861, he was made brigadier-general of yol­
un teers, commanded the department of Key \"Vest, 
Fla., in 1862, and served in the departmen t of the 
South f rom June, 1862, till 24 Jan., 1863. Dnring 
this t ime he commanded the St. John's rivor expe­
dit,ion of 25 Sept., 1862, reoeiving the brevet of 
lieutenant-colonel for his services at the battle of 
Jacksonville, was engaged at Pocotaligo, S. C., 24 
Oct., 1862, and twice tempomrily commanded the 
department. In the Tennessee campaign of 1863 
he was enO'aged at Hoover's Gap, Tullahoma, Elk 
River, ilond Chickamauga, winning two brevets. 
From 10 Oct., 1863, till 25 June; 1865, he was chief 
of ilortillcry of the department of the Cumberland, 
and was engaged at Cbattanooga until May, 1864, 
in (LlTa.nging the a.rmament of its defences. He 
was in th e battle of Missionary Ridge, 23- 25 Nov., 
18GB, (md from 4 May till 1 Oct., 1864, took part 
in the Georgia campaign, being enga.ged at Resa­
ca, Dallas, Kenesaw l\fountain, and the siege and 
surrender of Atlanta. On 23 J an., 186:3, he was 
brevetted major-general of volunteers, aml on 13 
March, 1865, received the brevet of brigadier-gen­
eral in the regular army for his services a.t Atlanta, 
and that of major-gencrnl for his services during the 
war. In 1870 he commanded the troops at Ogdens­
burg at the timo of the threatened Fenian ndds 
in to Cnnada, and ill ' 1877 at Philadelphia dming 
the railroad riots. He was ma.de colonel of t;Ie 
4th artillery, 15 MfLrch, 1881, and was retired from 
a.ctive service on 19 April, 1882. 



JHtA YllIAN, 11111801l, soldier, b. in Buffalo, N. 
Y., 23 May, 1813. He was brought up as a farmer, 
but became a printer, edited the Buffalo" Bulle­
tin" in 1834-'5, studied law, and was admitted to 
the bar in 1836. In 1837 he removed to the west. 
was city attorney in Monroe, Mich .• in 1838, and 
became editor of the Louisville" Advertiser," in 
U141. In 1842 he opened a law-office in Spring­
field, Ill. The year following he was appointed a 
specia.1 commissioner to adjust Mormon troubles, 
aml in 1845-'6 acted as speciu,] attom ey to prose­
cute offences growing out of the Mormon diJfieul­
ties, and to negotiate a peace between the followe1'~ 
of Joseph Smith 1L11cl their enemies in Nauyoo. In 
1844-'5 he reYised and published the statu tes of 
Illinois under the appointment of the governor 
and the au thority of t.he legislature. He afterward 
became in terested in mill'oad enterprises. He was 
attorney of the Illinois Central railroad in 1851-'5, 
and then president and crganizer of mil roads in 
Missouri and Arkansas till the beginning of the 
war. In 1861 he joined the volunteer 111'\I'1y as 
majo]' of the 29th Illinois regimellt, of which he 



beeame colonel in May, 1862, having been pro­
moted for merito riQ.us conduct at Pittsburg;, Tenn. 
He acted fo r some time as chief of staff anct ltssist­
ant ad ju ta.nt-gel}eral to Gen. McClernand, and was 
engarred at the battles of Belmont, F ort Donelson, 
and S hiloh. On 24 Sept., 18U2, he was promoted 
brigadier-general of volun teers f Ol' bravery in ac­
t ion, and at the close of the war received the brevet 
of major-general. He commanded the U. S. fo rces 
at Bolivar, Tenn ., from November, 1t!62, to June, 
18Gil, and repelled Van Dorn's attttck on that place. 
He af terward reorganized about sixty Ohio regi­
ments ftt Cam p Dennison, Ohio, was president of a 
court of inquiry to investigat,e Gen. Sturgis's con­
duct, commanded at Natchez, Mississippi, from 
J uly, 1864, to t he spring of 1865, and then presided 
over a commission in New Orleans to exam ine and 
re port upon southern claims against the go \"ern­
ment. After the war he was engaged fo r severa'! 
yea,rs in reviving railroad enterprises in the south, 
ed ited the " Illinois State J onrnal " in 1872-'3, 
removed to vVisconsin in the latte t· year, WIIS ap­
pointed governor of the tel'l"itory of Idaho in 1876, 
served a term of four years, and then returned 
to Wisconsin and pradised law in Ripon. 
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BRECK, SaJlluel, soldier, b. in IVliddleborollgh, 
Plymouth co.. lIIass., 25 Feb., 1834. He was gradu­
ated at the U. S. military acaclemy in 1855, and 
served in the F lorida war of 1855-'6, was assistant 
professor of geogl'llphy, history, and ethics in the 
military academy in 1860-'1, and served in the 
civii war as assistant adjutant-general of Gen. 
McDowell's division in the beginning of 1862, and 
afterward of the 1st army corps, and of the depart­
ment of the Rappahannock, being enga.ged in the 



occupation of Fredericksburg and the Shenandoah 
valley expedition, and from 2 July, 1862, till 5 June, 
1870, was assistant in the adjutant-general's depart­
ment at Washin~ton, in charge of rolls, returns, 
and the prepamtlOn of the" Volunteer Army Reg­
ister." He was brevetted brigadier-general, for 
faithful services, on 13 March, 1865. From 1870 till 
1877 he was stationed in San Francisco, Cal., and 
from 24 Dec., 1877, served as assistant in the adju­
tant-general', office at W'ashington, and at depart­
mental headquarters in Californ ia, New York, 
Minnesota, and Nebraska. 



BRE"cKINRiJ)GE; .Jolin Cabell, vice-presi­
dent of the United States, b. near Lexington, Ky., 
21 Jan., 1821; d. in Lexington, Ky., 17 May. 1875. 
lIe was t, grandson of John Breckenridge, U. S. 
senator and attorney-geneml, was educated at 
Centre college, Drtnville, studied lilw at the Tmn­
sylmnia institute, ilnd, after a short residence in 
Burlington, Iowa, settled at Lexington, where he 

practised his 
profession with 
success. A t the 
beginning of 
the war with 
Mexico, in 1847, 
he was elect­
ed major in 
rt regiment of 
Kentucky vol­
unteers, and 
while on duty 
in Mexico he 
was employed 
by Gen. Pillow 
as his counsel 
in his litigation 
with his asso­

if'r4' /7 ,'",/ ciates and su­
d//In. & ru~h.~?:r-c.- periors. Ou his 

return, he was 
elected to the Kontucky house of representatives. 
In 1851 he was elected to congress, and was re­
elected in 1853. He declined the Spanish mis­
sion tendered him by President Pierce. In the 
presidential election of 1856 he was chosen vice­
president of the United States, with Mr. Bu­
c!uman as president. In 186Q he was the candi­
date for president as the representative of the 
slave-holding interest, nominated by the southern 
delegates of the democratic convention who sep­
>tmted from those trmt supported Stephen A. 
DougJa.s. In the electoral college he received 72 
votes, to 180 cast for Lincoln, 39 for Bell. and 12 
for Douglas, all the southern states voting for 
him excepting Virginia, Kentucky, 'feunessee, and 
Missollri. In the same yem' he was elected U. S. 
sem,tor as the successor: of John J. Crittenden, 
>tnd took his seat in lVInrch, 1861. At the begin­
ning of the civil war he defended the southern 
confedcl'l1.cy in the senate, soon 11f.tcrwal'd went 
south, entered the Confederate arllty, and was ex­
pelled from the senat.e 011 4 Dec., 1861. On 5 
ltug. of the following summer he was a.ppointed. a 
major-geneml. He commanded the Confederate 
reserve at Shiloh, 6 April, 1862; wrtS repeUed in 
the attack ou Baton Houge in Au§ust, 1862; com­
manded the right wing of Bragg s army at Mur­
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freesboro, 31 Dee., 1862; was at Chickanmuga,.19 
and 20 Sept., 1863; and Chattanooga., 25 Nov., 
1863; defeated Gen. Sio-el near Newmarket, 13 
May, 1864 ; t.hen joined aen. Lee's army, and was 
at the battle of Cold Harbor, 3 J nne, 1864; com­
ma.nded a corps under Early, and was defeated by 
Gen. Sheridan in the Shenandoah va,lley in Sep­
tem bel', 1864; defeated Gen. Gillem in east Ten­
nessee, 12 Nov., 1864; and was . in the battle near 
Nashville, 15 Dec., 1864. H e was secretal'Y of 
war in Jefferson Davis's cabinet from January, 
1865, till the surrender of Gen. Joseph E. J ohn­
ston in April. He left Richmond fot· Cha,rlotte, 
N. C., with Mr. Davis and the other officers of the 
Confederate government, and, afte r it was decided 
to abandon the contest, left the party at Washing­
ton, Ga., made his escape to the F lorida Keys, and 
thence embarked for Cuba, a.nel sailed from Hamna 
for Europe. He retumed in 1868 determined to 
take no 1urt.her pa,rt in poli t ics, and to devote him­
self to his profession. As vice-president he was 
the youngest man t.hat had ever held that office. 
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nUEWEUTON, Henry, soldier, b. in New York 
city; d. in Washing ton, 1>. C., 17 April , 1879. He 
was a t the head of t he 2d class in the U. S. mil itary 
academy when the 1st class was about to graduate 
in 1819. He obta inec1 leave to essay the examina­
tion wi th the advanced class, and was g r3uuated 
firth fro m its heau, t hus completing the usual fonr 
ye[\l's' course in three yea,rs. .At the sa me time 
three of his classmates obta ined similar permits 
and passed th e ordenl successfull y, though not 
with J o high grade. But these irregularities of 
adm inistration wore found to be detrimental to 
the general good of the cadets, and were not per­
mi tted under the strictel' d)scipline established 
soon afte r this time. .Brewerton was a t once com­
missioned second lieutenant of engineers, and, after 
a temporary deta il to a id in de termining the 45th 
pamllel of latitude at Rouse's Poin t, N. Y., he was 
in September, 1810, assigned to duty as an instruc­
tor at the military academy. He was promoted 
first lieutenant of engin eers, 1 Jan. , 1825; capta in, 
21 Sept., 1826 ; major, 23 Aug., 1856; andlicuten­
ant-colonel,6 Aug., 1861. During these years he 
:"8S continuously eugaged on im portant engineer­
mg works, such as Fort Adams, Newport, Fort 
J ackson, La., the defences of Charleston harbor, 
on the light-house boanl, and as a member of 
various boards and commissions appoin ted to im­
prove the defences of the United States. In 1847 
he received the degree of LL. D. from Dickinson 
college. During the early years of the civil war, 
from 1861 till 5 Noy., 1864, he was superintcllding 
engineer of the fortifications and im provements of 
Ba.ltirnore harbor, Md. On 22 April, 1864, he was 
promoted colonel of engineers. The win ter of 
1864--'5 he passed in the neighborhood of Hampton 
Roads, superin tending the construction of defen­
si ve works, and thence he was transferred to the 
defences of New York. He was brevetted brigadier­
general, " for long, fa.ithful, and meri torious ser­
vices," 13 March, 1865, and reti red 7 March, 1867, 
in compliance with the law, " having been borne o!l 
theanny register more than fo rty-fi ve yea,rs."-I-1ls 
son, George Doug'las, soldier, b. about 1820. He 
joined Stephenson's regiment of" Califo rnia volun­
teers," in 1846, as second lieutenant, became second 
lieutenant, 1st U. S. infant ry, 22 May, 18<S'7, und 
fi rst lieutenant in J un e, 1850. He is the author of 
"The War in Kansas : A Rough Trip to the Border 
among New Homes and a Strange People " (New 
York, 1856); " F itz poocUe at Newport"; au d .• Ida 
Lewis, the Reroine of Lime Rock " (Newport, 1869). 
He has published also, through a New York firm. 
" The A ntomaton Regiment " (1862), "The Autom,~ 
atOll Cornpllny," and ,. The Automaton Battery . 
-(1863). These devices fo r the instruction of mlh­
tary recrui ts were brought ont when hundreds of 
thousands of unt rained soldiers were eagerly sWdy­



_ ~ . 

ing the rudiments of the art of wa.r, a.nd were I 
extensively used in connection with the reg-ubI' 
,books of tactics. . . .. --.. 



BREWSTER, William R.; soldier, d. in 
Brooklyn, N. Y. , 13 Dec., 1869. He was a colonel 
ill the Excelsior brigade, organized by Daniel E. 
Sickles in 1861, and after tne promotion of that 
officer was made a brigadier-general of volunteers. 
At the time of his death he held a place in the U. 
S. internal revenue department. 



D. 111lS.ltHJE, lienjlUIlIn n., SOI(lJer, V Irgll1Ja 
in 1809. He was appointed to the U. S. military 
academy from Ohio, was graduated in 1829, served 
as a lieutenant of infantry in an expedition agn,inst 
the Sac Indians in 1831, and on 13 Feb., 1831, re­
signed f!'Om the army. I-Ie was brigade major in 
the Ohio militia in 1835-'9, became a lawyer, and 
was a judge of common pleas ill 1845, 11nd a,dju­
tallt-geneml of the state in 1846. At the begin­
ning of the Mexican wa.r he re-entered the army 
wi th the rank of major on the staff, Oil 3 March, 
1847, Iwd served as paymaster at Cincinnati and in 
the field. He was discharged on 4 March, 1849, 
but was reappointed on 9 Feb., 1852, and served in 
the pay department. He had cha,rge of the pa,y 
district of Kansas and the territories in 1861-'2, 
and of that of New J ersey, Pennsylvania, Ma.ry­
land, and Delawuxe in 1862-'4, and on 29 Nov., 
1864, was appointed paymaster-geneml with the 
rank of colonel. On 13 Ma,rch, 1865, he was bre­
vetted major-geneml in the U. S. army for fa.ithful, 
meritorious, a.nd distinguished services. He was 
continued in cha.rge of the pay department at 
Washington, wa.s promoted brigadier-general on 
28 J nly, 1866, IWel on 1 Jan. , 1872, wus retired 
from active service. 



llRIN'f(}'N, Daniel Garrison-, ethnolog ist, b. 
in Chester co., Pa., 13 May, 1837. H.e was grttdu­
ttted at Yale in 1858 and at the Jefferson medical 
college in 1861. After whieh he spent a year in 
Europe in study a.nd in travel. On his return he 
entered the anny, in August, 1862, as acting assist­
ant sll1"geon. In Februl1ryof the following year 
he was commissioned surgeon, and served as su\"­
geon-in-chiei of the second division, 11th corps. 
He was present at the ba,ttll's of Cln1-l1ct'llorsville, 
Get tysburg, and other engagements, and was ap­
pointed medica.l director of his corps in October, 
1863. In consequence of 11 sunstroke received soon 
after the battle of Gettysburg, he was disqualified 
for active service, and in the autumn of that year 
he became superin tendent of hospitals at Quincy 
and Springfield, Ill., until August, 1865, when, t he 
civil war lmvin$ closed, he was brevetted lieu teu­
ant-colonel anel discharged. He then sett led in 
Philadelphia, where he became edit.or of ,; The 
Medical and Surgical Reporter," and also of the 
quarterly" Compendium of Medical Science." Dr. 
Brinton has likewise been a constant contributol' 
to other medica.l journals, chiefly on questions of 
public medicine a.nd hygiene, and has edited sev ­
eral volumes on therapeutics and diagnosis, espe­
cially the popular series known as "Napheys'~ 
Modern Therapeutics," which has passed throug h 
many ed it ions. In the medical controversies of 
the day, he bas a.lways taken t.he position that 
medical science should be based on the results 
of clinical observation, rather than on physiologi­
mil experilllell ts. He has become prominent as a 
student and 11 wri ter 011 Anlerican ethnology, his 
work in this direction beginning while he was a 
student in college. The winter of 1856-'7, spent in 
Florida, supplied him with material for his first 
published book on the subject. In 1884 he wa~ 
appoin ted professor of ethnology and archreolol?Y 
in the Academy of Natmal Sciences, Philadelpillu. 



BRISBIN, James S., soldier, b. in Bonlsburg. 
Pn., about 1838. He received a liberal education, 
taught school, became known as an anti-slavery 
orator, a,nd at the beginning of the civil Wllr en­
listed as a private in a Pennsyl mnia regiment, and 
in April, 1861, he was llppointed second lieutenant 
of the 1st clmgoons. A t the battle of Bull Run, 21 
July, 1861, he was twice wounded. He was pro­
moted captain in the 6th cavalry, 5 Aug., servetl 
with his regiment in the penjnsula,r ca.mpa.ign of 
the army of the Potomac (1862), anel, uneler Gen. Al­
f red Pleasanton, accompanied the expedition to the 
Blue Rid-\ie mountains in 1863. He was appointed 
colonel of the 5th U. S. colored envalry, :[ March, 
1864, a.nd was engaged in the Red river expedition 
in the depa.rtment 'Of the Gulf in April a.nd May, 
1864. Later jn the same yea.r he was ou recruiting 
service in Kentucky, and chief of statf to Gen. 
Burbridge. He was brevetted brigadier-geneml of 
volunteers, 13 lHarch, 18(J5, for g'l llant conduct at 
the battle of Marion, Va., 16-19 Dec., 18G4, and 
was promoted to the full rank of brigadier-generill 
of volun teers, 1 lIfilY, 18(J5. He recei ved the brevet 
of major-general of volunteers, 15 Dec., 1805. III 
the mean time be had reeei "eel brevets of mfl,jol' 
and lieutena.nt-colonel in the regular service :01' 
ga.llantry at Beverly Ford, D June. 1863, and H,t 
Marion, Va. He was brevetted colonel in the reg­
ular a,rmy, 13 March, 18G5, for" meritorious services 
during thc war." He was transferred to the 9th 
U, S, colored cavalry in July, 18(J6, and was pro­
moted major, 2d cavalry, 1 Jan., 1868, a,nd lieuten­
lLn~~ol~I}~1.2t1~,~val)·y, G~l1ne. 1885, 
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BROOKE, John n., soldier, b. in Pennsylvania. 
He enlisted in the 4th Pennsylvania. infantry in 
j \ pril, 1861, became captain at the organization of 
the regiment, and on 7 Nov. was made colonel of 
the 5ild Pennsylvania infn.ntry. He was promoted 
brigadier-geneml of volunteers 12 May; 1864, and 
brel'ctted major-geneml of volunteers 1 Aug., 
1864. In the regular serviee he takes rank from 
28 .July, 1866, when he was appointed lieutenant­
colonel of the 37th U. S. infantry, one of the new 
regiments created by congress at that time. He 
was transferred to t.he 3d infantry 15 March, 1869 
-the 37th infa,ntry being consolidated with that 
eorps and discontinued by act of congress. He 
was promoted colonel, 13th infa.ntry, 20 March, 
1879, and re-transferred to the 3d infantry 14 June, 
1879: In the regular army he received brevets as 
{)olonel and brigadier-general for gallantry in sev­
.eral battles-Cold Harbor (27 June, 1862); Gettys­
burg (1-3 July, 1863); Spottsylvania Court-House; 
and 'l'olopotom~ (May, 1864). 



. son, was pu'blished in Boston in 1879.-Her son, 
Horace, soldier, b. in Boston, l\fass., 14 Aug., 
1814, was appointed to the U. S. military a.cademy, 
through the influence of Lafayette, whom his 
mother met abroad, and was graduated there in 
1835. He served in the Seminole war of 1835-'6, 
receiving, 31 Dec., 1835, the brevet of first lieu­
tenant for gallantry and good conduct. He was 
assistant professor of mathematics in the U. S. 
military academy from November, 1836, till Au­
gust, 1839, and ~erved on garrison a nd recruit­
ing duty at various places till the l\fexican war. 
On 18 June, 1846, he became ca.ptain in the 2d 
artillery, and served through Scott's cmnpa,ign. 
For his services during the war he received two 
brevets-that of mn.jor, 20 Aug" 1847, for Churu­
busco and Contreras, and that of lieutenant­
colonel, 8 Sept., 1847, for Molino del Rey. Fl'Om 
this time until the civil war he was stationed in 
various forts, ta.king part ill the Utah expedition 
of 1855 and in quelling the Kallsas disturbances 
of 1860-'1. On 28 April. 1861, he became major 
in the second artillery, a.nclon 1 Aug" lieutenant­
colonel. He served in defence of 'Washington 
from February ti.U l\farch, 1861, at Fort Pickens, 
Fla" until October, and at Fort J efferson, Fla., 
until l\furch, 1862. .l1'rom September, 1862, till 
Septem bel', 1863, at the time of t he l\forga,n raid, 
he was chief mustering and pay officer for the 
state of Ohio, under Gov. 'radel, and during the 
year $1,000,000 passed through his hands without 
an error in his !lCCollnts. After this he served on 
various military boards a.t '-Washington and else­
wh ere, becoming colonel on 1 Aug., 1863, and 
brevet brigadier-geneml at the close of the war. 
From 1866 till 1868, /tnd from 1869 till 1872, he 
commlLnded a regiment at Fort l\feB enr)" Md., 
being at the head of the depa.rtlllent of Washing­
ton in the interim. From 18 Nov" 1872, till 10 
Jan" 1877, he commanded the presidio at San 
Fl'l1ncisco, and on the Ia.tter elate was retired from 
active service, being over ixty-two years of age. 
He is now a resident of Baltimore, Md, 



BROOKS, William 'fhomas Harbaugh, sol­
dier, b. in New Lisbon, Ohio, 28 Jan., 1821; d. in 
Huntsville, Ala., 19 July, 1870. B e was g radua.ted 
at thc U. S. milita.ry academy in 1841 and served 
in Florida in 1841-'2. In 1843-'5 he was on 
'frontier duty in Kansas, and in 1845-'5 sel'veel 
in the military occupation of Texas, becoming 
first lieu.tenant in the 3el infantry.. 21 Sept., 1~4(j. 
He was 111 nearly all the battles In the1\1exlCan 
war, WIlS brevetted eaptain, 23 Sept., 1846, for his 
eonduet at Monterey, anel major, 20 Aug., 1847, 
for services at Contreras ano. Churubusco. In 
1848-'51 he was a.ide-de-mtmp to Gen. Twiggs, and 
on 10 Nov., 1851, became cll.ptain in the 3d in­
fantry. From this time until the civil war he 
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served in various forts. In 1854 al1d again in 1858 
he . was 011 scouting duty, and from 1858 till 1860 
W~lS given sick leave. On 28 Sept., 1861, he was 
made brigadier-general of volunteers, and served 
in the peninsular campaign of 1862, being engaged 
at Yorktown, Lee's Mills. Golden's Farm, G len­
dale, and Savage Station, where he was wonnded. 
In September, 1862, durmg the lVIa,ryland cam­
paign, he was in the battles of South Mountain 
and Antiet!.m, being wounded aga.in at the latter 
place. In October anu November, 1862, on the 
ma,reh to Falmouth, Va .. , he commn.nded a divi­
sion, and again in the Ritppahannock campaign, 
December, 1862, to May, 1863. From 11 June, 
1863, till 6 April, 1864, he commanded the depaJt­
ment of the Monongahela., and in the operations 
before Richmond in 1864 wus at the head of the 
10th army corps, being enga.ged at Swift's Crcck, 
Drury's Bluff, Bermuda Hundred, Cold Harbor, 
and Petersburg. His health failing on account of 
w01IDds a.nd exposure, he resigned on 14 July, 1864, 
and in 1866 went to a farlll in H untsl'ille, Ala., 
where he remained until his death. 



BROOlllE, John L., soldier, b. in New York 
city, 8 March, 1824. He was appointed second 
lieutenant in the U. S. marine corps, 12 J an., 1848; 
promoted first lieutenant, 28 Sept. , 1857; captain, 
26 J lily, 1861; major, 8 Dec., 1864; and lieutenant­
colonel, 16 March, 1879. Durin '" the war with 
Mexico he served with his corps. 'In 1862 he com­
manded the marine "'nard of the" Hartford," Fa,r­
mgut's flag-ship, ancf was present at the passage of 
F orts J ackson and St. Philip (24 April), and in the 
various engagements at Vicksburg and Port Hud­
son, which resulted in wresting the Mississippi rh'er 
from the confedemte forces. He wa.s twice wounded 
c1lll'ing the war, and at its close received the bre­
vets of ma,jor and lieutenant-colonel for gallant 
and meritorious services. 



~~ · · ~.~ .. \-···~~ ~·r·· U'~~·~/ 

BROWN, Eg'bert Benson, soldier, b. in Brown~ 
ville, Jefferson co., N. Y., 24 Oct., 1816. He ob­
tained the rudiments of education in a log school­
house in Tecumseh, Mich.; but when he was thir­
teen years old he began work wit.h such diligence 
and success that in twenty years (184!l) he \VIIS 

chosen mayor of Toledo, Ohio. In the mean­
while he had been half round the world on a whal­
ing voyage, spending nearly four years in the 
Pacific ocean. From 1852 till 1861 he was a ra,il­
way manager, but resigned his place when civil 
war was imminent, and organized a regiment of 
infant.ry at St. Louis ' in .May, 1861. He was in­
strumental in saving that city from falling into the 
hu,nds of the secessionists, anel was appointed 
brigadier of Missouri volunteers in May, 1862. 
After the battle of Springfield, 8 Jan., 1863. where 
he was severely wOlluded, he was a.ppointed briga­
dier-general of U. S. volunteers. He served 
through the civil war, mainly in .Missouri, Arkan­
sas, and Texas, and left the army with one shoul­
der almost wholly disabled and a bullet ill his hip. 
The legislature of MisSOlll'i officially complimented 
the troops of his comma.ncl for their conduct at the 
battle of Springfield. From 1866 till 1868 he was 
U. S. pensIOn-agent at St. Louis. Be retired to a 
farm at Hastings, Calhoun co., Ill., in 1869, and 
has since residecl there, sel"Ving, however, on the 
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BROWN; lbrvey, soldier, b. in Rahway, N. J., 
in 1795; d. in Clifton, N. Y., 31 }\farch, 1874. Af­
ter graduation, at the U. S. milit!u'y academy, in 
1818, he joined the light artillery, and served 011 
garrison and staff duty until, on the rcol'glll1iza­
tion of the Ul'my in 1821, he was assigued to the 



1st and shortly afterward to the 4th artillery, 
when he was promoted first lieutenant. After 
ten years' service in this grade he was promoted 
captain. He was in the J31ack Hawk expedition ill 
1832, but saw no actual fighting. After four years 
in garrison he was ordered to Florida, in 183(j, and 
took part in the ardnous campaigns aE:l\inst the 
Seminole Indians. He was again in J!·Jorida in 
1838-'9, and later in 1839 was ordered to the 
northern frontier, to quell expected disturbances 
on the Canad ian border. He was major of t.he 
artillery battalion, in the Army of Occupa.tion in 
Mexico, and was present at many battles of the 
campaign. For gallantry on these occasions he 
received successive breYets, including that of colo­
nel, 13 Sept., 1847, and was promoted to the full 
grade of major, 9 Jan., 1851. He was superin­
tendent of recruiting in New York in 11:151-'2, 
and was in FloridlL fighting the Seminoles in 
18.'52-'3, and still a.gain in 1854.-'6. After an in­
tel"Ya.1 of garrison and recruiting duty he was 
placed in command of the artillery school for 
practice at Fort l\fonroe, remaining tbere, with brief 
details on other duty, until the civil war began, in 
18(j1. He commanded the regulars in the defences 
of Washington until 4 April, 18(jl, when he was 
ordered to Fort Pickens, in Pcnsacola harbor, Fla., 
and on 28 April was proll1otedlieutenant-colonel. 
He repelled the confederate attack of 9 Oct., and 
in tum bombarded their works, with partial suc­
cess, 22-2il Noy., and again 1 Jan., 1862. For 
these services he was brevetted brigadier in the 
regular service, and promoted colonel, 5th artillery, 
14 May, 1861; but he declined a command as brig­
adier in the vol,pnieers. He was in command- of 
the forces in New York city during the formidable 
draft riots of 12-16 July, 1863, and was brevetted 
major-genem!, U. S. A., for distinguished services 
at that time. He was retired from a.ctiye seryice 
1 Aug., 1863, baving been bome on the army regis­
ter more than forty-five years, and having passed 
the Ie ·al limit of ao-e for active duty. 


