QMQM









THE

MILITARY AND NAVAL

HISTORY OF THE REBELLION

IN THE UNITED STATES.

WITH

BIOGRAPHIOCAL SKETCHES OF DECEASED OFFICERS.

Wnsteated with Steel Pnte Dovtewits,

BY

W. J. TENNEY,

EDITOR OF THE “AMERICAN ANNUAL CYCLOPZDIA.”

NEW YORK:

D. APPLETON & COMPAN Y, 443 & 445 BROADWAY.
1866.



{ibraery »
Fost Vizginis Universh

Enterep, according to Act of Congress, in the year 1865, by
D. APPLETON AND COMPANY,

In the Clerk’s Office of the District Court of the United States for the Southern Distric:
of New York.



498 MILITARY AND NAVAL HISTORY OF THE REBELLION.

CHAPTER XXXVIII.

Position of the Armies at the beginning of 1864—Gen. Sherman’s march to Meridian—Opposing movements of the Enemy
Gen, Gilmore's movements in Florida—Battle of Olustee—Campaign of Gén. Banks on the Red River—Battles—Co-
operation of Gen. Steele—Its Results—Capture of Fort Pillow and slaughter of the Garrison—Unsuccessful Operations

in North Carolina.

AT the commencement of the year, 1864, the
Army of the Potomac, under Gen. Meade, was
near Culpepper Court House, in Virginia, with
the army under Gen. Lee in front and south of
hinm. The Confederate Gen. Larly had been
ordered to command the forces in the Shenan-
doah valley, with his headqnarters at Staunton.
The Federal forces held Winchester, Martins-
burg, and Harper’s Ferry, and occupied the
line of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad in
Western Virginia. Gen, Burnside was still at
Knoxville, in East Tennessee, with a line of
communication into Kentucky. Eastward of
him was Gen. Longstreet, with a division of the
Confederate army. The army of Gen. Grant
was in front of Chattanooga, in the southeast
corner of Tennessee, and a force of the enemy
before him at Dalton, under Gen. Bragg. The
following address to his soldiers had been is-
sued by Gen. Grant, near the close of 1868 :

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE
MississIpPI, IN THE FIELD,
CrrATTAN00GA, TEXN., December 10, 1863. }

The General commanding takes this opportunity
of returning his sincere thanks and congratulations
to the brave Armies of the Cumberland, the Ohio, the
Tennessee, and their comrades from the Potomac, for
the recent splendid and decisive successes achieved
over the enemy. In a short time you have recovered
from him the control of the Tennessee River, from
Bridgeport to Knoxville. You dislodged him from
his great stronghold upon Lookout Mountain, drove
him from Chattanooga valley, wrested from his de-
termined grasp the possession of Missionary Ridge,
repelled with heavy loss to liim his repeated ussaults
upon Knoxville, forcing him to raise the sicge there,
driving him at all 1point.s, utterly routed and discom-
fited, beyond the limits of the State. By your noble
heroism and determined cournge, you have effectu-
ally defeated the plans of the enemy for regaining
gossession of the States of Kentucky and Tennessee.

ou have secured positions from which no rebellious

ower can drive or dislodge you. For all this the

eneral commanding thanks you collectively and
individually, The loyal people of the United States
thank and bless you. Their hopes and prayers for
your success against this unholy rebellion are with
you daily. Their faith in you will not be in vain.
heir hopes will not be blasted. Their prayers to
Almighty God will be answered. You will yet go to
other fields of strife ; aud with the invincible braver
and unflinching loyalty to justice and right whic
have characterized you in the past, you will prove
that no enemy can withstand you, and that no de-
fences, however formidable, can check your onward

mareh,
By order of Major-General U, S. GRANT.
T, S. Bowers, Ass’t Adj.-Gen.

The line of communication of Gen. Grant
extended to Nashville by the railroad, through
Stevenson and Murfreesboro’. Florence and
Corinth were also held by a Federal force until

the earlier portion of the year, when the former
was occupied by the enemy. Military posts
consisting of fortifications gnd heavy guns, With
negro troops, were established on the Missis-
sippi River at Cairo, Columbus, New Madrid,
Fort Pillow, Memphis, Helena, Goodrich’s Land-
ing, Vicksburg, Ig a,tcilez, Port Hudson, Baton
Rouge, New Orleans, and Forts Jackson and
St. Philip. There were also forces at bther
points adjacent to these. A large force was
under the command of Gen. Banks, in New Or-
leans, with detachments at Brashear City, and
at Brownsville, on the Rio Grande. Gen.
Steele occupied Little Rock, Arkansas, with a
considerable force, and Gen. Rosecrans, in com-
mand of the department, had a small body of
troops in Missouri. The military positions on
the coast of North Carolina and South Carolina
remained unchanged.

The number of troops in the field at the com-
mencement of the year can be only indefinitely
estimated. Between October, 1863, and May,
1864, seven hundred thousand new troops took
the field, as stated by Senator Wilson in Con-
gress. A portion of these supplied the place
of the three years’ men whose term of service
expired in 1864. A large majority of the latter,
however, reénlisted.

The number of Confederate troops in the
field known as veterans, in the beginning of
the year, was as follows: That portion of the
Southern army which constituted the force
under Gen. Lee (counting in Gen, Longstreet,
who commanded a portion of his army), num-
bered ninety thousand troops. This is also
counting in the troops which were in the vicin-
ity of Abingdon, Lynchburg, and other por-
tions of Southwestern Virginia and East Ten-
nessee, formerly under Gen. Samuel Jones, who
was detached from Gen. Lee’s army late in Sep-
tember, 1868, to operate against Gen. Burnside,
and afterwards under the command of Gen.
Breckinridge. At Richmond and at Peters-
burg there were, not counting in citizens and
home guards, about three thousand men. Be-
tween Petersburg and Weldon there were one
thousand men. Along the railroad, between
Weldon and Wilmington, there were at least
six thousand men. Tho forces under Gen.
Pickett numbered eight thousand men. Im-
boden: and Moscby together had four thousand
men—all guerrillas. This swelled the army in
Eastern Virginia and North Carolina to one
hundred and twelve thousand strong. '

The second great army in the Confederacy
was that under Gen. Johnston, a large portion

il
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of which was cavalry. The army Known as
the Army of the Tennessee was pqmposed .of
two corps, each having six divisions of in-
fantry, amounting to thirty-six. thousand men.
There were also several divisions of cavalry,
numbering at least eightecn thousand men,
making an aggregate of fifty-four thousand.
This included the four divisions sent to reén-
force Gen. Polk, and the two divisions sent
to Mobile, and the entire cavalry under Wheel-
er, Wharton, and John Morgan. Gen. John-
ston also had command of all the Confederate
forces in Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi,
except those at Savannah, Mobile, and under
Forrest, who had an independent (roving) com-
mission.
at Meridian, Gen. Polk had eighteen thousand
troops, only two thousand of which were vet-
erans.

The forces in South Carolina and at Savan-
nah, under Gen. Beauregard, and in Florida,
under Gen. MeCown, numbered ten thousand.
This only included the veterans, or old soldiers,
as the armies in these three localities above
mentioned a little later numbered twenty-five
thousand men.

The next regular armies of the Confederacy
were the Trans-Mississippi forces, scattered in
different portions of Arkansas and Texas, and
ell under the command of Lient.-Gen. Kirby
Smith, the army in Arkansas under Gen.
Holmes, and the army in Texas under Gen.
Magruder; the old soldiers of which numbered
twelve thousand men.

The forces at Mobile, under Gens. Maury and
Claiborne, numbered about eight thousand.
The forces under Gen. Forrest, and under Chal-
mers, Lee, and Richardson, amounted to six
thousand, which included all the veterans in the
rebel service.

To this may be added, however, in the same
line, twelve thousand soldiers engaged in im-
portant prison guard, and in the hospitals and
quartermasters’ and commissary departments.
There were also about two thousand men en-
gaged in the guerrilla warfare on the banks of
the Mississippi. No other guerrilla bands of
importance existed in Gen. Grant’s department.
There was not a single squad in Kentucky, East
and Middle Tennessee, Northern Alabama, or
Northern Georgia. There were still several
guerrilla organizations in West Tennessee and
Northern Mississippi. The people themselves
had rid the country.

The total of these veterans was two hundred
and twenty-four thousand; to these were add-
ed, at the beginning of the year, oné hundred
and twenty thousand conscripts, making the
nuwber in the service three hundred and forty-
four thousand.

The earliest operations of importance, in
1864, consisted of a movement under Gen.
Sherman from Vicksburg, Mississippi, to Meri-
dian, Alabama; another under Gen. Smith,
from Memphis, Tennessee, to cooperate with
Gen, Sherman; another under Gen., Grant's

Before the arrival of Gen. Sherizan
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orders, from OChattanooga, Tennessee, upon
Dalton, Georgia, and another under Gen. Scho-
field, who relieved Gen. Burnside, upon the
forces under Gen. Longstreet, in East Tennessee,

Upon the return of Gen. Sherman from Fast
Tennessee to Chattanooga, his command wag
stationed at Scottsboro’, Alabama, and thence
along the Memphis and Chattanooga Railroad,
to Huntsville. Near the end of January, Gen,
Sherman went to Memphis and Vicksburg, to
command an expedition. Corinth was aban-
doned, and the Memphis Railroad eastward of
Lagrange to Iluntsville, and a large body of
troops sent down the Mississippi to Vicksburg.

The following letter was addressed by Gen.
Sherman, at this time, to his adjutant-general,
relative to the course to be pursued by subor-
dinate commanders of military districts to the
inhabitants :

HEADQUARTERS Dee't OF THE TENNESSEE,

2 VICKsBURG, January 81, 1864

Major R. M. Sawyer, Ass't Adj.-Cen. Army of the
Tennessee, Hunitsville.

Dear Sawyer: In my former letter I have an-
swered all your questions, save one, and that relates
to the treatment of inhabitants known or suspected
to be hostile, or *“ seccesh.” This isin truth the most
difficult business of our army as it advances and-oc-
cupies the Southern country. It is almost impossi-
ble to lay down rules, and I invariably leave this
whole subject to the local commanders, but am will-
ing to give them the benefit of my acquired knowl-
edge and experince.

n Europe, whence we derive our principles of war,
as developed by their histories, wars are between
kings or rulers, through hired armics, and not be-
tween peoples.

The war which’ prevails in our land is essentially
a war of races. The Southern people entered into a
clear compact of Government, but still maintained a
'slgecies of segarate interests, history, and prejudices.

hese latter became stronger and stronger, till they
have led to a war which has developed the fruits of
the bitterest kind.

‘We of the North are, beyond all question, right in

our lawful cause, but we are not bound to ignore the
fact that the people of the South have prejudices
which form part of their nature, and which they can-
not throw off without an effort of reason, or.the
slower process of natural change. Now, the ques-
tion arises, should we treat as absolute enemies all
in the South who differ from us in opinion or preju-
dice, kill or banish thém; or should we give them
time to think, and gradually change their conduct so
as to conform to tne new order of things, which is
slowly and gradually creeping into their country?
. When men take arms to resist our rightful author-
ity, we are compelled to use force, because all reason
and argument ceasc when arms are resorted to.
When provisions, forage, horses, mules, wagons,
ete., are used by our enemy, it is clearly our duty
and right to take them, because otherwise they might
be used against us.

In like manner, all houses left vacant by an inimi-
cal people are clearly our right, or such as are needed
as storehouses, hospitals, and quarters, But a ques-
tion arises as to dwellings used by women, children,
and non-combatants. So long as non-combatants
remainin their houses and keep to their accustomed
business, their opinions and prejudices can in no-
wise influence the war, and therefore should not be
noticed. But if any one comes out into the public
streets and creates disorder, he or she should be
punished, restrained, or banished, either to the rear
or front, as the officer in command adjudges. If the
people, or any of them, keep up a correspondence
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with artnes_ in hostility, they are spies, and can be
punished with death or minor punishment.

These are well-established principles of war, and
the people of the South having appealed to war, are
barred from appealing to our Constitution, which
they have practically” and publicly defied. They
have appealed to war, and must abide its rules and
laws. The United States, as a belligerent party
clmmmg_ rl%ht in the soil as the ultimate sovereign,
have a right to change the popnlation, and it may be
and is, both politic and just, we should do so in cer-
tain districts. When the inhabitants persist too
long in hostility, it may be both politic and right we
should banish fy em and appropriate their lands to a
more loyal and useful population. No man will deny
that the United States would be benefited by dis-
fossessin a single prejudiced, hard-headed, and dis-

oyal planter, and substituting in his place a dozen or

more patient, industrious, good families, even if they
be of foreign birth. I think it does good to present
this view of the case to many Southern gentlemen,
who grew rich and wealthy, not by virtue alone of
their industry and skill, but by reason of the pro-
tection and impetus to prosperity given by our hith-
erto moderate and magnanimous Government. It
is all idle nonsense for these Southern planters to
say that they made the South, that they own it, and
that they can do as they please—even to break up
our Government, and to shut up the natural avenues
of trade, intercourse, and commerce.

We know, and they know, if they are intelligent
beings, that, as compared with the whole world, they
are but as five millions are to one thousand millions
—that they did not create the land—that their only
title to its use and usufruct is the deed of the United
States; and if they appeal to war, they hold their all
by a very insecure tenure.

For my part I believe that this war is the result of
false political doctrine, for which we are all as a peo-
ple responsible, viz. : that any and every people have
a right to self-government; and I \vo“l(}) give all a
chance to reflect, and when in error to recant. I
know slave owners finding themselves in possession
of a species of Eroperty in opYosition to the growing
sentimient of the whole civilized world, conceive
their property in danger, and foolishly appealed to
war; and by skilful political handling involved with
themselves the whole South on the doctrines of error
and ere'udice‘ I believe that some of the rich and
slaveholding are prejudiced to an extent that nothing
but death and ruin will extinguish, but hope that as
the poorer and industrial classes of the South realize
their relative weakness,and their dependence upon the
fruits of the earth and good will of their fellow-men,
they will not only discover the error of their ways,
and repent of their hasty action, but bless those who
persistently maintained a Constitutional Government,
strong enough to sustain itself, protect its eitizens,
and promise peaceful homes to millions yet unborn.

In this belief, whilst I assert for our Government
the highest military prerogatives, I am willing to
bear in patience that politicaTnonsensc of slave rig’i}ts,
State rights, freedem of conscience, freedom of press,
and suc% other trash as have deluded the Southern
people into war, anarchy, bloodshed, and the foulest
crimes that have disgraced any time or any people.

I would advise the commanding officers at Hunts-
ville, and such other towns as are occupied by our
troops, to assemble the inhabitants and explain to
them these plain, self-evident propositions, and tell
them that it is for them now to say, whether the
and their children shall inherit the beautiful land,
which, by the accident of natuve, has fallen to their
share. The Government of the United Stateshas in
North Alabama any and all rights which they choose
to enforce in war, to take their lives, their homes,
their lands, their every thing, because they cannot
deny that war does exist there, and war is simply
power unrestrained by constitution or compact. If
they want eternal war, well and good—we will accept
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the issue and dispossess them, and put our friends in
possession. I know thousands and millions of good
people who, at simple notice, would come to North
Alabama and accept the elegant houses and planta.
tions now there. 1f the people of Huntsville think
different, let them persist in war three ycars longer,
and then they will not be consulted. Three years
ago, by a litile reflection and patience they could
have had a hundred years of peace and prosperity,
but they preferred war; very well, last year they
could have saved their slaves, but now it is too late—
all the powers of earth cannot restoreto them their
slaves any more than their dead grandfathers. Next
year their Jands will be taken, for in war we can take
them, and 7ightfully, too, and in another year the
may beg in vain for their lives. A people who will

ersevere in war beyond a certain limit, ought to

now the consequences. Many, many people, with
less pertinacity than the South, have been wiped out
of national existence.

My own belief is, that even now the non-slavehold-
ing classes of the #outh are alienating from their as-
sociates in war. Alrcady I hear crimination. Those
who have property left, should take warning in time.

Since I bave come down here, I have seen many
Southern planters who now hire their negroes, and
acknowledge that they knew not the earthquake they
were to make by appealing to seccssion. They
thought that the politicians had prepared the way,
and that they could part in peace. They now sec
that we are bound together as one nation, by indis-
soluble ties, and that any interest or any people that
set themselves up in antagonism to the nation, must
perish.

While I would not remit one jot or tittle of our
nation’s rights, in peace or war, I do make allow-
ances for past political errors and false prejudices.
Our national Congress and Supreme Courts are the
proper arcnas in which to discuss conflicting opin.
ions and not the battle-field.

You may not hear from me again, and 1f you think
it will do any good, call some of the people together,
and explain these my views. You may even read
to them this letter, and let them use it, so as to pre-
pare them for my coming.

To those who submit to the rightful law and au-
thority, all gentleness and forbearance, but to the
petulant and persistent secessionists, why, death is
mercy, and the quicker he or she is disposed of, the
better. Satan, and the rebellious saints of heaven,
were allowed a continuance of existence in hell,
merely to swell their just punishmeut. To such as
would rebel against a Government so mild and just
as ours was in peace, a punishment equal would not
be unjust.

We are progressing well in this quarter. Though
I have not changed n}y opinion that we may soon as-
sume the existence of our National Government, yet
years will pass before ruffianism, murder, and rob-
bery will cease to afilict this region of our country.

Truly your friend,
(Signed) W. T. SHERMAN,
Major-General Commanding.

The advance of Gen. Sherman's movement,
consisting of the 17th corps, under Gen. Mec-
Pherson, left Vicksburg on February 38d, in
light marching order, with rations for some
days. The enemy were encountered after
crossing the Big Black River, during the day,
and some skirmishing ensued. The encamp-
ment was made that night on the west side of
Baker’s Creek, the enemy appearing in line of
battle on the opposite side. The Confederate
force consisted of about two thousand cavalry
under Gen. Whitworth, who was in command
from Jackson westward. At Canton there was
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o force of about five thousand men under Gen.
Loring, and at Meridian Gen. Polk with ten
thousand more. The latter officer was in com-
mand of the department.

.The preparations for Gen. Sherman’s expe-
dition had attracted the attention of the en-
emy, and many unaware of the difficulties of
such a movement across the country, had sup-
posed his object might be an attack on Mobile.
The uncertainty which existed is shown by
the following order, issued at a later date:

: MoniLg, February 10, 1864.

Dear Sir: I have just been informed by General
Polk that the enemy is moving from Morton against
Mobile. Tt is, therefore, my duty to ask all persons
who cannot take part in the defence of the city to
. tfully yours

ectfu y iy
e e 0 MAURY,
Major-General Commanding.
To Col. Jonx I'orsxrh, Mobile. a

The Governor of Alabama, upon the first
advance of the Federal troops from Vicksburg,
issued the following address to the people :

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT OF ALABAMA, }
MoxTcoMERY, February 6, 1864,
To the People of Alabama :

The recent action of Congress has deprived the
State of mnch of the materials of the second-class
militia. It is important to the defence of the State,
that Alabama shall have more troops subjec. to the
call of her Commander-in-chief. \80 have, within
the State, the materials for an efficient army. It
needs nothing but the spirit, the Ifzrompt and willing
spirit to fight, as men ought to fight, to guard our
firesides and drive the hireling Yankee from our bor-
ders., We are threatened with raids into the heart
of the State.

As your Lxecutive Chief I call upon the middle
aged, the young men and boys, to organize into com-
panies at once, and report, without delay, that they
are organized and ready. I cannot suppose that
Alabamians will wait to be drafted into t%e service.
The enthusiastic reénlistment of our veteran troops
in the Virginia ond Tennessee armies has caused a
thrill of joyful hope to animate the hearts of even
the croaking and despondent. If these battle-scarred
heroes, who for three years have carried their lives
in their hands, ready to be sacrificed in the defence
of their honies and liberty, are willing to battle on
while the feet of a hated foc press our soil, shall we
at home be laggards in the race of glory? I trust
no such damning stigma shall rest upon t{e honored
name of Alabama.

I confidently expect a hearty, prompt, and noble
response tothis call,

he rolls of companies will be reported to the
Adjutant-General.
T. H. WATTS, Governor of Alabama,

The force of Gen. Sherman consisted of
two corps under Gen. McPherson and Hurl-
but, estimated at thirty thousand men, with
sixty pieces of light artillery. He reached
Jackson on Febraary 6th, and pressed forward
toward Meridian. The enemy fell back, de-
stroying all provision, and making a desert of
the country. From Jackson Gen. Sherman
crossed the Pearl River, and passed through
Brandon to Morton. Here the ememy had
made dispositions for a battle, but retired during
the night. . On the next day the army advanced
and reached Meridian. The enemy state that
all the Confedevate Government property was
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previously removed, and nem-]y‘all the machi-
nery of the railroad company. The f.urce under
Gen. Polk fell back across the Tombighee. On
his arrival at Meridian Gen. Sherman issued
the following congratulatory address to his
troops :
Hr 1S, DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNFSSER,
ADQUARTEM’EMMAN, Miss., February 15, 1864,

The General Commanding conveys his congratu-
lations and thanks to the officers and men composing
this command for their most successful accomplish-
ment of one of the great problems of the war.
Meridian, the great railway centre of the Southwest,
is now in our posscssion, and by industry and hard
work can be rendered useless to the enemy, and de-
grive him of the chief source of snpply to his armies.

ecrecy in plan and rapidity of execution accomplish
the best results of war; and the General Command- °
ing assures all that by following their leaders fear~
lessly and with confidence they will in time reap the
reward so dear to us all—a peace that will never again
be disturbed in our country by a discontented mi-

nority. .
By order of W. T. SHERMAN,
Major-General Commanding.

On the same day he issued the following in-
structions :

HrADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE,
MerID1aN, Miss.,, February 15, 1864,

1. The destruction of the railroads intersecting at
Meridian is of greatimportance, and should be done
most cffectually. Every tie and rail for many miles
in each direction should be absolutely destroyed or
injured, and every bridge 4nd culvert should be com-

letely destroyed. To insure this end, to General
Turlbut is entrusted the destruction east and north,
and to General McPherson the roads west and south.
The troops should be impressed with the importance
of this work, and also that time is material, and
therefore it should be begun at once and be prose-
cuted with all the energy possible. Working parties
shonld be composed of about one-half the command,
and they should move by regiments, provided with
their arms and haversacks, ready to repel attacks of
cavalry. The other half in reserve will be able to
watch the enemy retreating eastward.

2.- Colonel E. ¥. Winslow, commanding cavalry,
will keep his cavalry in advance of the party work-
ing eastward, and will act as though this army were
slowlg pursuing the enemy.

8. Special instructions will be given as to the gen-
eral supply train; and the troops now in Meridian
will, under proper brigade parties, collect meal,
meat, and suppﬁes. The destruction of buildings
must be deferred till the last moment, when a special
detail will be made for that purpose.

By order of W. T. SHERMAN,
Major-General Commanding.

Gen. Sherman reports that while at Meridian
he made “the most complete destruction of
railroads over beheld.,” This was done on the
road running south as far as Quitman; on the
east as far as Cuba Station, twenty miles; and
two miles north to Lauderdale Springs. Lau-
derdale County was already desolate, and the
country between Meridian and Demopolis was
sterile and unproductive. While at Meridian
he heard nothing of the cavalry force under
Gen. W.S. Smith, who was ordered to be there
from Memphis by February 10th; and after oc-
cupying the town for a week, and his supplies
growing short, he began to fall back toward
Vicksburg, making a circuit by the north to
Canton. This place was reached February
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26th. His total loss was reported at one hun-
dred and seventy men killed and wounded.
Meantime, Gen. W. S. Smith, who was or-
dered to report to Gen. Sherman at Meridian,
moved from Memphis on February 11th, with
a force of seven thousand raen, consistingsof
cavalry and a brigade of infantry. After two
days the expedition reached the Tallahatchie.
A demonstration was made westward by the
infantry toward Panola, thus attracting the
attention of a force of the enemy, while the
cavalry moved eastward to New Albany, where
the river was crossed without opposition. Gen.
Smith then pushed forward, and in the vicinity
of Houston encountered some troops under
Col. Gholson. They fell back to a swamp,
where a considerable force was concentrated.
Finding it impossible to turn either flank of
this position, Gen. Smith moved rapidly east-
ward, while a demonstration was made in front
of the enemy as if an attack was intended. On
the same day he surprised and entered Okalona.
The 9th Illinois cavalry, Lieut.-Col. Burgh,
was then sent to Aberdeen to endeavor to se-
cure & crossing of the Tombighee. On the
next morning Col. Grierson was sent forward
with a brigade to support the 9th, with di-
rections to threaten Columbus strongly.
With the remaining force Gen. Smith advanced
along the railroad toward West Point, tearing
up the track and burping all the corn he found.
The quantity which lie destroyed is reported as
nearly a million of bushels, with about two
thousand bales of cotton. During this portion
of the march negroes flocked to Gen. Smith
by hundreds, mounted on their masters’ horses
and mules. They welcomed Gen, Smith as
their deliverer whenever he met them: “God
bless ye; has yer come at last? We’ve been
lookin’ for you for a long time, and had dlmost
done gone give it up,” was the cry of many,
They bid farewell to their wives and children
and marched in the van.
. Iearing that the enemy was concentrated in
heavy force at West Point, the brigade at Ab-
erdeen was called over by a forced march to
the railroad, at a station fifteen miles north of
‘West Point. Two miles north of this station
Gen. Smith encountered a force of the cnemy,
which fell back, after a sharp skirmish, throngh
the town to a swamp on the right. Gen.
Smith now found the enemy on his front in
strong force, holding all the crossings of the
swamp on the right; also on the line of the
Octibbeha in front, and that of.the Tombig-
bee River on his left. ITe could attack only
with light carbines, as his horses were useless

on the marshy ground. The enemy were armed

. with muskets and rifles. Gen. Smith was also
now encumbered with pack-trains, and mules
and horses captured, numbering about two
thousand, beside as many negroes. To guard
these his effective force was reduced, and he
therefore determined to make &' demonstra-
tion in front, and at the same time fall back
with his trains and his main body to Okalona.
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This movement was successfully executed, al-
though the enemy pressed closely, under the
command of Gens. Forrest, Lee, and Chalmers.
At Okalona, on the 22d, Gen. Smith was at-
tacked, and.suffered severely in the loss of
men, besides five howitzers. His retreat that
day was followed up. Under cover of the
night he moved toward Pontotoc. This move--
ment is thus deseribed : * Picture to yourself,
if you can, a living, moving mass of men, ne-
groes, mules, and horses, of four thousand or
five thousand, all en masse, literally jammed,
huddled, and crowded into the smallest possi-
ble space ; night setting inj artillery and small
arms booming behind us; cavalry all around
and ahead, moving on, on, on over fences,
through fields and brush, over hills and across
mud-holes, streams, and bridges, and still on,
on into the night, until the moon rises on the
scene and shows us some of the outlines of
this living panorama. I forgot to say that in
this crowd were a lot of prisoners, too, once
or twice attempting to escape, followed by
the swift report of the revolver, once with
bitter consequences to the escaping prison-
ers.”

During tho day the enemy had moved on
each flank, with the evident design of reaching
the Tallahatchie River in advance, and forming
a junction to prevent the crossing of Gen.
Smith and capture his whole force; but, by
marching all night, he safely crossed the river
at New Albany. On the 23d the rear guard
had skirinishing all day. On the 25th the ad-
vance reached Memphis, at 11 ». »., having
marched nearly fifty miles that day. It was re-
ported that a million bushels of corn were de-
stroyed, many milesinlength of the Memphis and
Ohio Railroad, bridges, cotton-ging, and build-
ings. Says one: * We have probably devoured
fifty thousand hams, some eggs, chickens, tur-
keys, milk, and butter by wholesale, and such
et ceteras as can be found in so rich a country
as we have passed through.” The captured
stock and trains were brought off safely. The
Joss was less than two hundred killed and cap-
tured. The expedition failed to make a junc-
tion with Gen. Sherman.

‘When the expedition of Gen. Sherman re-
turned toward Vicksburg, a detachment was
sent up the Yazoo River, accompanied with
some gunboats. Yazoo City was attacked,
but the enemy held it until reénforced. An
amount of stores and cotton was destroy-
ed. The Tederal loss was about. fifty killed
and wounded. The general results of this
movement, including those of Gens. Sherman
and Smith, is stated to have been as follows:
One hundred and fifty miles of railroad, sixty-
seven bridges, seven hundred trestles, twenty
locomotives, twenty-eight cars, several thou-
sand bales of cotton, several steam mills, and
over two million bushels of corn were de-
stroyed. Some prisoners were captared, and
upwards of eight thousand negroes and ref-
ugees came in ‘with the various columns.
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Many dwellings and all the outbuildings and
farming utensils were destroyed.

The expedition of Gen. Sherman was gen-
erally supposed to be designed for the capture
of Mob}le. But, however that may have been,
no official statement has been made. As it ad-
vanced toward Meridian, a force was detached
from the army of Gen. Johnston, formerly
commanded by Gen. Bragg, near Dalton. in
Georgia, and sent to reénforce Gen. Polk. Two
divisions of Gen. Hardee's Corps, under Gens.
Stewart and Anderson, composed this force.
To counteract this movement of the encniy,
another was set on foot by Gen. Grant, then in
command at Chattanooga. This consisted of
an advance of the Fourteenth Corps, under
Gen. Palmer, upon Dalton. It commenced on
February 22d. The divisions of Gens. Jeff. C.
Davis, Johnson, and Baird participated on the
right, or direct road to Dalton, and the division
of Gen. Stanley, under command of Gen.
Crufts, on the left. This latter division had
been encamped at Cleveland, and formed a
junction with the main force between Ring-
gold and Tunnel Hill. The advance of the
main force passed to the left of the Chicka-
mauga battle-field, over Taylor’a Ridge -and
through Ringgold Gap. A g .l force of the
enemy was seeu here, who retired. Ringgold,
twenty-three miles from Chattanooga, was oc-
cupied that night. On the next day the col-
umn moved at daylight, and during the fore-
noon there was constant skirmishing with the
cavalry of the enemy. At noon Gen. Crufts
made a junction, and the whole corps moved
forward in line of battle, with cavalry in ad-
vance and on the flanks, until it reached the
vicinity of Tunnel Hill. On the ridge were
four pieces of artillery, under Gen. Wheeler,
which soon opened fire. These were dislodged
in a short time by the 2d Minnesota and
9th Indiana batteries, and the ridge occupied
about 4 ». ». The advance continued and the
cavalry force pressed forward in pursuit of the
few scattered enemies, until it was checked by
a cross-fire from six guns, at-Rocky Fall, in a
gorge through which the railroad and turnpike
passes. The enemy succeeded in holding that
position for the night. On the next morning,
after considerable heavy fighting, the corps ad-
vanced into the town and captured about a
hundred and fifty prisoners. The movenient
was immediately continued upon Dalton, dis-
tant seven miles from Tunnel Hill. The corps
descended through the gaps into the Rocky Fall
valley, the division of Gen. Crufts being on the
left, Gen. Johnson on the right, Gen. Baird on
the left centre, and Gen. Davis on the right
centre. During the whole forenoon there was
lively skirmishing, and the enemy’s force evi-
dently increased in numbers. Gen, Palmer
advanced cautiously within two miles of Dal-
ton, when it appeared that preparations had
been made by the whole of Gen. Johnson’s
army to receive him. Considerable activity
was perceptible in the interior of the enemy’s
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works, and their cavalry began to hover about
the flanks of Gen. Palmer’s corps. Deserters
reported that two divisions which had started
toward Mobile had returned. Gen. Palmer
now fell back to Tunnel Hill. His loss in the
expedition was about three hundred and fifty
killed and wounded. That of the enemy is
unknown. Some prisoners were taken by Gen,
Palmer. On March 10th he had fallen back to
Ringgold.

The movement in East Tennessee consisted
merely in an advance toward the position of
Gen. Longstreet, who was then reported to be
retreating into Virginia. He finally joined the
army of Gen. Lee with his command.

In the Department of the South, authority
was given to Gen. Q. A. Gillmore commanding,
on December 22d, 1863, to undertake such oper-
ations as he might deem best on a conference
with Admiral Dahlgren commanding the naval
force. On the 13th of January the President
wrote to Gen. Gillmore as follows:

EXECUTIVE MANSION, WASHINGTON, gmmm-y 18, 1864.

Major-General GiLuyMore: I understand an effort is
being made by some worthy gentlemen to reconstruct
alegal State Government in Florida. Florida is in
your department, and it is not unlikely you may be
therein person. I have given Mr. Hay a commission
of major and sent him to you with some blank books
and other blanks to aid in the construction. e will
explain as to the manner of using the blanks, and
also my general views on the subject. It is desirable
for all to codperate; but if igreconcilable differences
of opinion shall arise you are master. I wish the
thing done in the most speedy way possible, so that
when done it be within the range of the late procla-
mation on the subject. The detail labor will of course
have to be done by others, but I shall be greatly
obliged if you will give it such general supervision
as youn can find consistent with your more strictly
military duties. A. LINCOLN.

On January 14th Gen. Gillmore proposed to
the War Department to occupy the west bank of
the St. John’s River in Florida, and establish
small depots there preparatery to an advance
west, On the 22d of January he was informed
by the Secretary that the matter was left en-
tirely to his judgment and discretion with the
means at his command. On January 31st Gen.
Gillmore again wrote to the Secretary that the
objects to be obtained by the operations were:

1st. “To procure an outlet for cotton, lum-
ber, timber, &e.

"2d. “To cut off one of the enemy’s sources
of commissary supplies, &e.

3d, “To obtain recruits for my colored regi-
ments.

4th. “To inangurate measnres for the speedy
restoration of Florida to her allegiance in ac- -
cordance with the instructions which he had
received from the President, by the hands of
Major John Hay, Assistant Adjutant-General.”

On the same day Gen. Gillmore issued the
follpwing order:

HFEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTIL }
Hivrox Heap, 8. C,, January 81, 1864,

GereraL OrpeErs No. 16,—In. accordance with
the provision of the Presidential Proclamation
of Pardon and Amnesty, given at Washington
on the 8th day of Deccember, in the year of out
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and in case of danger, some of the scouts must swim
the river and bring us information. As we approach
the city the party must take great carc that they do
not get ahead of the other party on the south side,
and must conceal-themselves and watch our move-
ments. We will try and secure the bridge to the
city, one mile below Belle Isle, and release the pris-
oners at the same time. If we don’t succeed they
must then dash down, and we will try to carry the
bridge by storm. When necessary the men must be
filed through the woods and along the river bank.
The bridge once secured and the prisoners loose and
over the river, the bridges will be burned and the
Ol% destroyed. Y

. The men must be kept together and well in hand
and once in the city, it must be destroyed and Jeff,
Davis and his Cabinet killed. Pioneers will go along
with combustible material. The officer must use his
discretion about the time of assisting us. Horses
end cattle which we do not need immediately must be
shot, rather than left.

Every thing on the canal and elsewhere, of service
to the rebels, must be destroyed.

As Gen. Custer may follow me, be careful not to
give a false alarm. The signal officer must be pre-
pared to communicate at night by rockets, and in
other things pertaining to his department. The
Quartermasters and Commissaries must be on the
lookout for their departments, and sce that there are
no delays on their account. The engineer officer
will follow and survey the road as we pass over it,
&c. The pioneers must be prepared to construct a
bridge or destroy one. They must have plenty of
oakum and turpentine for burning, whicl;x) will be
soaked and rolled into balls and be given to the men
to burn when we get into the city. Torpedoes will only
be used by the pioneers for burning the main bridges,
&c. They must be prepared to destroy the railroads.

Men will branch o& to the right with o few pioncers
and destroy the bridges and railroads south of Rich-
moud, and then join ns at the city. They must be
well prepared with torpedoes, &c.

The line of Falling Creck is probably the best to
march along, or, as they approach the city, Good’s
Creek, so that no reénforcements can come up on any
cars,

No one must be allowed to pass ahead, for fear of
communicating news.

Rejoin the command with all haste, and if cut off,
cross the river above Richmond and rejoin us. Men
will stop at Bellona Arsenal and totally destroy it
and every thing else but hospitals ; then follow on and
rejoin the command at Riehmond with all haste, and,
if cut off, cross the river and rejoin ns. As Gen.
U]u:stcl‘ may follow me, be careful and not give a false
alarm.

On the approach of Gen. Kilpatrick Rich-
mond was in a defenceless condition. The
Departments of the Government were closed
and the clerks armed for defence. Men were
collected from every quarter to oppose him. At
the same time great consternation prevailed.

On the 29th of February an act of Congress
to revive the grade of Lieutenant-General was
approved by President Lincoln. He immedi-
ately sent the nomination of Maj.-Gen. Ulysses
8. Grant to the Senate for confirmation. On
AMarch 3d this nomination was confirmed by the
Senate. Gen, Grant was then in command
of the army in Tennessee. He at once left
his Department for Washington, and visited the
President on March 9th. On presenting to
him the commission as Lieutenant-General, in
the presence of the Cabinet, Gen. Halleck, Gen.
Rawlins, and Col. Comstock, of Gen. Grant’s
Jstaff, the son of Gen. Grant, Mr. Lovejoy, of
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the House of Representatives, and others, the
President rose and said:

Gex. Graxr: The nation’s appreciation of what
you have done, and its reliance upon you for what
remains to do, in the existing great struggle, are
now presented with this commission, constitutin

ou Lieutenant-General in the Army of the Unite

tates. With this high honor devolves upon you,
also, a corresponding responsibility. As the country
herein trusts you, so, under God, it will sustain you.
I scarcely need to add that with what I hiere spea for
the nation, goes my own hearty personal concurrence.

To which Gen. Grant replied :

Mr. Prestoest: I accept this commission with
gratitude for the high honor conferred.

With the aid of tﬁe noble armies that have fought
on so many fields for our common country, it will be
my earnest endeavor not to disappoint your expec-
tations. %

I feel the full weight of the responsibilities now
devolving on me, and I know that if they are met,
it will be due to those armies, and, above, all to the
favor of that Providence which leads both nations
and men.

On the 11th of March Gen. Grant returned
to Nashville, Tennessee. On the 12th, the fol-
lowing order was issued at Washington:

War DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE, }_

WasmNGTON, March 12.
General Orders No. 98,

The President of the United States orders as fol-
lows: 1. Maj-Gen. Halleck is, at his own request,
relieved from duty as General-in-Chief of the Army,
and Lieut.-Gen. U. S. Grant assigned to the command
of the Armies of the United States. The headquar-
ters of the army will be in Washington and also with
Lieut.-Gen. Grant in the field.

2. Maj.-Gen. Halleek is assigned to duty in Wash-
ington as Chief-of-Staff of the Army, under the
direction of the Seceretary of War and the Lieutenant-
General commanding. His orders will be obeyed
and respected uccorcﬁugl s

8. Maj.-Gen. W, T, Sherman is assigned to the
command of the military division of theﬁ\[ississippi,
composed of the Department of the Ohio, the Cum-
berland, the Tennessee, and the Arkansas.

4. Maj.-Gen. J. B. McPherson is assigned to the
command of the Department and Army of the Ten-
nessee.

5. In relieving Maj.-Gen. Halleck from duty as Gen-
eral-in-Chief, the President desires to express his
approbation and thanks for the zealous manner in
which the arduous aud responsible duties of that
position have been performed.

By order of the Secretary of War.

E. D. TOWNSEND, Ass’t Adj’t Gen.

On the 17th, Gen. Grant issued the following

order:
HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF UNITED STATES, }_
“ ASHVILLE, March 17, 1864,
General Orders No. 1.
In pursuance of the following order of the Presi-
dent—
Execurive MANsION, f’
WasmyaeTon, D. C., March 10, 1864,
Under the authority of the act of Congress to
revive the grade of Lieutcnant-General of the United
States Army, approved February 29th, 1364, Lieut-
Gen. U. 8. Grant, U. 8. A., is appointed to the com-
mand of the Armies of the United States.
(Signed) A. LINCOLN.
I assume command of the Armies of the United
States, My headquarters will be in the field, and
until further orders will be with the Army of the
Potomae. There will be an officers’ headquarters in
Washington, to which all official communications
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will be sent, except those from the army where head-
quarters are at the date of this address.
(Signed)  U. S. GRANT, Lieut.-Gen. U. S. A,

On the 19th Gen. Grant left Nashville for
Washington, and proceeded thence to the Army
of the Potomac. On the 24th the following
order was issued by Gen Meade, in command
of the Army of the Potomac: .

IIEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC,
Thursday, March 24, 1864. }
Goneral Orders No. 10.

The following order has been received from the
War Department:

WAR DEPARTNENT, ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,
‘WaAsmINGTON, March 23, 1864, }‘
General Orders No. 15.

By direction of the President of the United States
the number of army corps comprising the army of the
Potomac will be reduced to three, viz., the 2d, 5th,
and 6th corps ; and the troops of the other two corps,
viz., the 1st and 3d, will be temporarily reorganized
and distributed among the 2d, 5th and 6th by the
eommanding general, who will determine what exist-
in% organizations will retain their corps hadges and
other distinctive marks. The staffand o?ﬁccrs ofthe 2d
corps, which are temporarily broken up, will be
assigned to vacancies in the other corps, so far ag
such vacancies may exist. Those for whom there are
no vacancies will cease to be considered as officers of
the general staff of army corps.

2. Maj.-Gen. G. K. Warren is assigned by the Pres-
ident to the command of the 5th corps. g

3. The following gencral officers are detached from
the Army of the Potomac, and will report for orders
to the Adjutant General of the army, viz.: Maj.-Gen.
George Sykes, U. S. V.; Maj.-Gen. W. H. French, U,
S. V.; Maj.-Gen. John Newton, U. S. V.; Brig.-Gen.
J, R, kenly, U. 8. V.; Brig.-Gen. F. Spinola U.s. B
and Brig.-Gen. Solomon Mcredith, U. S. V.

By order of the Secretary of War,

; E. D. TOWNSEND, Ass't Adj’t Gen.

The following arrangements are made to carry
out the provisions of the foregoing order:

The 2d, 5th, and 6th army corps will each be con-
solidated into two divisions, The 1stand 2d divis-
ions of the 3d corps are transferred to the 2d corps,
preserving their badges and distinctive marks. The
3d division of the 3d corps is transferred permanently
to the 6th corps. The threc divisions now forming
the 1st corps are transferred to the 5th corps, preserv-
ing their badges and distinctive marks,and on forming
the 5th corps they will be consolidated into two
divisions.

The commanders of divisions transferred to the
2d, 5th, and 6th corps will at once report to the com-
manders of those corgs for instructions, Brig.-Gen. J.
B.Carr will report to Maj.-Gen. Hancock,commanding
2d corps, and Brig.-Gen. H. Prince to Maj.-Gen. Sedg-
wick, commanding 6th corps. The chief of ar'tilleri;
will assign eight batteries each to the 2d, 5th, and 6t
corps ; the batteries to be taken from those now with
the corps and with the 1st #hd 3d corps, The bat-
teries with the several corps in excess of the above
allowanee will join the artillery reserve.

The consolidation of divisions called for in this
order will be made by the corps commanders con-
cerned, who are authorized to rearrange the bri-
gades of their respective commands in such manner as
they may tbink best for the service, The reassign-
ment of officers of the staff departments consequent
upon the reorganization of the army, will be made
upon the nomination of chiefs of the staff depart-
ments at these headquarters. .

Special instructions will be given hereafter with re-
spect to staff officers of the 2d corps, temporarily
broken up.

The Major-General Commanding avails himself

of the occasion to say that, in view of the reduced
strength of nearly all the regiments serving in this
army, the temporary reduction of the arm corps to

three is a measure imperatively demanded by the
best interests of the service, and that the reasens for
attaching the 1st and 3d corps for the time being to
other corps, were in no respect founded on any sup-
posed inferiority of those corps to the other corps of
the army. All the corps have equally proved their
valor in many fields, and all have equal claims to the
confidence of the Government and the country, The
1st and 3d corps will retain their badges and dis-
tinctive marks, and the Major-General Commanding
indulges the hope that the ranks of the army will be
filled at an early day, so that those corps can again

be reorganized.” S

By command of Maj.-Gen, MEADE.

S. WiLLiays, Ass’t Adj’t Gen,

A concentration of troops was now com-
menced in preparation for a campaign against
Richmond,in Virginia, by the Army of the Poto-
magc, under Gen. Meade, and a campaign against,
Atlanta, in Georgia, by the Army of Tennessee,
under Gen. Sherman. Gen. Grant continued to
be present with the Army of the Potomac during
the year. Gen. Meade was as truly the com-
mander of that army as Gen. W. T. Sherman
of the army operating in Georgia, and both
these officers were equally under the command
of Gen. Grant, His presence with the Army
of the Potomac naturally led to his assuming
a more direct and personal supervision of affairs
in Virginia than he was able to do of the co-
operative movement of Gen.Sherman in Georgia.
The orders of Gen. Grant to Gen. Meade were
of the most general character. The manner of
executing them was left to the judgment and
skill of the latter. It was now nine months
since the Army of the Potomac had fought a
general battle, and seven months since the
Western army marched into Chattanooga—the
last battle for tho possession of which was
fought in November. :

The month of April passed in reorganizing
both armies, and in making preparations for the
campaign against Richmond and Atlanta,

It was the middle of March when Gen.
Grant turned over the military division of
the Mississippi, comprising the departments
of the Cumberland, the Tennessee, and the
Ohio, to Major-General W. T, Sherman, who
had previously commanded the department of
the Tennessee, to which Major-General Mec-
Pherson was soon after assigned. In the suc-
ceeding month the general plan of the summer
campaign, which contemplated a simultaneous
advance upon Richmond by the army of the
Potomac, and upon Atlanta from Chattanooga,
by the several western armies, was matured,
and Gen. Sherman at once bent every energy
to the perfecting and enlargement of the com-
munications between Nashville and Chatta-
nooga, his primary and secondary bases, and to
the accumulation in the latter place of a suffi-
cient quantity of provisions and military stores.
These went forward with great rapidity, and by
the end of April the depots in Chattanooga
were reported abundantly supplied for all im-
mediate purposes.
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At this time tho headquarters of the armies
of the Tennessee, the Cumberland, and the
Ohio, were respectively at Huntsville, Chat-
tanooga, and Knoxville; and on the 27th,
Gen. Sherman having been notified by Gen.
Grant that the Army of the Potomac would
march from Culpepper on or about May 5th,
and that he wished the movement from Chat-
tanooga to commence at the same time, put
his troops in motion toward the latter place.
The total force under his command for offen-
sive purposes, was as follows :

Army of the Cumberland, Major-Gen. Thomas Com-
¥ m ing.

Infantry
Artillery e
OTBLEYS o o coaevns nebiodomasdosisoaoh Naoabiad

Army of the Tennessee, Major-Gen. MePherson Com-
manding.

Army of the Ohio, Major-Gen. Schofield Commanding.

WD L LR SR 0 sl ey st 11,183
R O S AR S N Linsg 0 mps pi e bioih 679
(0, T R TR S RSO S 1,679
ROML S s bt Sl kb s dese 18,559
GUNS. .c.iiiiininiiivinsiiiinsncnressasad Neeee 28

making a grand aggregate of 88,188 infantry,
4,460 artillery, and 6,149 cavalry, or 98,797
men and 254 guns. The Army of the Cumber-
land comprised the 4th corps, Gen. Howard ;
the 14th corps, Gen. Palmer, and the 20th
corps, Gen. Hooker; the Army of the Tennes-
see, the 15th corps, Gen. Logan; the 16th
corps, Gen. Dodge; and later in the campaign,
the 17th corps, Gen. Blair; and the Army of
the Ohio, the 23d corps, Gen. Schofield. These
armies were grouped on the morning of May
6th as follows: That of the Cumberland at
Ringgold, on the Western and Atlantic Rail-
road, 23 miles southeast of Chattanooga; that
of the Tennessee at Gordon’s Mill, on the
Chickamanga, eight miles west of Ringgold ; and
that of the Ohio, near Red Clay, on the Georgia
line, about ten miles northeast of Ringgold.
The enemy, comprising Gens, Hardee's, Hood’s,
and Polk’s corps of infantry and artillery, and
Wheeler’s division of cavalry, the whole com-
manded by Lieut.-General Joseph I. Johnston,
of the Confederate Army, lay in and about

Dalton, fifteen miles south of Ringgold, on the-

rnilroaé, the advance being at Tunnel Hill, a
station about midway between the two places.
Their cavalry were estimated by Gen. Sherman
at 10,000 men, and the infantry and artillery at
from 45,000 to 50,000, of whom much the
greater part were veteran troops.
Topographically considered, the State of
Georgia admits of three distinct divisions: 1.
A mountainous region, embracing the north-
west corner of the State, and which terminates
at the Kencsaw Mountain, near Marietta, 120
miles from Chattanooga; 2. A gently undulat-
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ing country extending from the mountainous
region to a line passing in a northéasterly di-
rection through Columbus, Macon, and Augusta;
and 8. A level country extending to the sea-
board, for the most part sandy and thickly
covered with pine woods, and along the coast
bordered by extensive swamps. The north-
western portion of the State, as far south as
Atlanta, is almost exclusively a grain and grass-
bearing region; the middle and eastern divi-
sions being devoted chiefly to the cultivation
of cotton. But its mineral wealth, particularly
in iron ores, which abound among the moun-
tains, has, since the commencement of the war,
rendered the possession of this first-mentioned
division a matter of prime importance to the
Confederates. At Etowah, Rome, and Atlanta
were large iron works in the employ of the
rebel government, the capture and permanent
occupation of which by a Union force would
be likely to cause mnuch embarrassment, not to
speak of cotton and woollen mills at Roswell,
Rome, and elsewhere, which turned out large
quantities of fabrics for the use of the rebel
troops.

Atlanta, lying near the boundary between
the northwestern and middle divisions had,
previous to the war, become an important cen-
tre of railroad communication and trade be-
tween the western and Atlantic and Gulf States
and one of the chief manufacturing towns of
the South. It is laid out in a circle, two miles
in diameter, in the centre of which was the
passenger depot (since destroyed) of railroads
radiating to Chattanooga, Augusta, Macon, and
Montgomery ; and the business portion of the
town contained many fine blocks of warehouses
for storing goods consigned from the north and
northwest to the cotton regions of the South.
Here also were established the machine shops of
the principal railroads, the most extensive roll-
ing mill in the South, foundries, pistol, and tent
factories, and numerous works under the di-
rection of the Confederate Government for
casting shot and shell, and the manufacture of
gun-carriages, cartridges, caps, shoes, clothing,
and other military supplies. The population,
numbering in 1860 about 15,000, had, subse-
quent to the commencement of the war, been
increased by the arrival of refugees and gov-
ernment officials and employés to fully 20,000.
In any event the capture of the place, with its
vast stores and costly machinery, would so
cripple the rebel resources, that the simple sug-
gestion of such a contingency sent a thrill of
alarm .through the entire Confederacy. In the
opinion of many its importance was not second
even to that of Richmond. Strenuous efforts
were accordingly put forth for its defence, and
the line of approach along the Western and At-
lantic Railroad, whicli is crossed by the Qosta-
naula and Etowah, branches of the Coosa River
which in turn is a branch of the Alabama, and
by the Chattahoochee, and is girt as far as
Marietta by ranges of rugged hills, was ren-
dered as difficult for Shermnan as the abundant
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resources at the disposal of Johnston would
admit. Should the mountain region be trav-
ersed or turned, and the Chattahoochee be
crossed by an invading army, the enormous
strength of Atlanta itself still gave promise of
a long and perhaps successful defence, while an
active cavalry force operating on Sherman’s
flankg might so seriously interrnpt his commu-
nications as to compel him to retrace his steps
and abandon the campaign. His forces were
also liable to daily depletion as he advanced by
the necessity of garrisoning captured places as
well as of guarding the line of railway, while
Johnston, moving constantly nearer to his sup-
plies and reénforcements, would probably be
relatively stronger when he reached Atlanta
than when he started. The consequences
which defeat would entail upon either party
seemed so disastrous that the campaign was
watched with an interest hardly inferior to
that attending the more extensive operations
around Richmond.

For the convenience of reference the follow-
ing table of stations on the Western and At-
lantic Railroad, with their distances from Chat-
tanooga, is appended :

Boyee...... 5 | Kingston w9
Chickamauga TR 86
Johnson....... Cartersvyille. 91
Ringgold Etowah.,..... 95
Tunnel Hill, . 81| Altoona 98
Dalton ... 88 | Ackworth... 102
Tilton.... 47 | Big Shanty. 103
Resaea 56 | Marietta.... 119
Calhoun. . 60 | Vining’s.... .. 130
Adatesville . ....cco00unns 09 | AGantas i . ueRe. ... 138

A reconnoissance by Gen. Sherman of Gen.
Johnston’s position at Dalton satisfied him that
an attack in front was impracticable, even
should the enemy abandon their works at
Tunnel Hill. Directly south of this eminence,
through which passes the railroad by a tunnel
eighteen hundred feet in length, opens a level
valley about three miles long by half to three-
quarters of a mile in width, bounded at its fur-
ther extremity by “Rocky Faced Ridge,” a
steep, thickly-wooded and rugged cminence,
which commands the approach to Dalton both
by railroad and wagon road, and extends as
an impassable barrier along its west side for
many miles. - The outlet to this valley is through
a narrow mountain pass called Buzzard Roost,
nearly midway between Tunnel Hill and Dal-
-ton, which by means of abatis, a formidable

series of batteries, and a line of rifle-pits at its

northern entrance, had been rendered absolutely
impregnable to a force advancing along the rail-
road. On its northeast side Dalton was de-
. fended by strong works on Mill Creck. Gen,
Sherman accordingly directed Gen. McPherson,
with the Army of the Tennessee, to move rapid-
ly southward from his position at Gordon's
Mill, »éa Ship’s Gap, Villanov, and Snake Creek
Gap, upon Resaca, a station eighteen miles be-
low Dalton, or upon any other point on the
railroad which might prove more accessible.
This movement; he supposed, would compel
Gen. Johnston to evacuate Dalton, when Gen.

MILITARY AND NAVAL HISTORY OF THE REBELLION.

McPherson would be in a position to harass
the enemy’s flank, while the main body of the
Tederal army pressed him from the north.
‘While this flanking movement was in progress
a strong feint of attack was to be made by Gen.
Thomas in front of Buzzard Roost, and Gen.
Schofield, with the Army of the Ohio, was di-
rected to close up upon the latter’s left.

On the 7th Gen. Thomas advanced from
Ringgold toward Tunnel Hill, which was car-
ried by the 14th corps under Gen. Palmer, after
a brief skirmish, with the loss of a few men
wounded. The slight resistance offered by the
enemy indicated that they had no intention of
defending the position, but only sought to hold
Gen. Thomas in check until they could make
good their retreat to the stronger position of
Buzzard Roost. The Federal line was estab-
lished on the same evening about & mile south
of Tunnel Hill. On the 8th a demonstration
in force was made against Rocky Faced Ridge
and Buzzard Roost, which, on the 9th, was
pushed almost to a battle. The 4th (Howard’s)
corps succeeded in carrying the ridge, but found
the crest too narrow to enable it to attack the
pass with any prospect of success. . Gen. Scho-
field meanwhile came up on Gen. Thomas’s left,
which was held by Gen. Howard, and a brigade
of his cavalry, while demonstrating against the
enemy’s right flank, met with some loss in an
encounter with a superior force of rebel in-
fantry.

On the 8th Gen. McPherson passed through
Snake Creek Gap, surprising a rebel cavalry
force sent to hold the position, and approached
within a mile of Resaca, which he found too
strong to be carried by assault. Apprchend-
ing, also, that if he should attempt to cross over
to the railroad he might expose his left flank to
an attack from the direction of Dalton, he fell
back to a strong position at the west end of
Snake Creek Gap, and reported to Gen. Sher-
man. The latter, finding that the demonstra-
tion on the enemy’s flank had failed to dompel
him to evacuate his strong position, immediate-
ly determined to put the remainder of his army
in motion for Snake Creek Gap; and on the
10th Gen. Hooker’s (20th) corps, which held
the right of Gen. Thomas’s line, started for that
place, followed on the succeeding day by the
rest of Thomas’s troops, with the ecxeception
of two divisions of Howard’s corps and some
cavalry, who were left to threaten the ene-
my in front of Buzzard Roost, aud by Gen.
Schoficld’s army; the three armies thus hold-
ing the same relative positions occupied by
them at the commencement of the campaign.
The Federal loss in the actions of the 8th and
9th was between 700 and 800 killed, wounded,
and 1missing, the greater number being only

slightly wounded.

Resaca, toward which Sherman was now
moving, is situated on the Oostanaula, in a pen-
insula formed by the junction of that river
with its northwest fork, the Conasanga, and
across this peninsula the rebels had erected
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continuous lines of rifle-pits with strong field
fortifications, particularly about the town, by
means of which their flanks were protected on
either river, and a line of retreat preserved
across the Oostanaula. Friday, May 13th, was
oceupied by the troops in deploying through
Snake Creek Gap and getting into position in
Sugar Valley, a fertile tract beyond, much
broken by hills, which are covered by a dense
undergrowth, and on that account difficult of
approach. The movement was covered by the
cavalry under Gen. Kilpatrick, who, while
pressing the enemy toward Resaca, fell into an
ambuscade and received a severe flesh wound,
which incapacitated him for several months for
active duty. During the day the Federal lines
were advanced toward Resaca, the right under
McPherson resting on the Oostanaula, about
two miles below the town, and extending
thence northward so as to face it; tho centre,
under Gen. Thomnas, closing up upon Gen.
McPherson’s left, and the left, under Schofield,
striking the Conasauga near Tilton, a station
on the railroad about midway between Dalton
and Resaca. Beside the protection afforded by
the two rivers, both flanks of the army were
covered by heavy bodies of cavalry, The scene
of these operations was a rugged, thickly-wood-
ed country, abounding in steep hills and narrow
ravines, through one of which, directly in front
of the rebel lines, flows Camp Creek, a small
stream emptying into the Oostanaula near
Resaca.

Gen. Johnston was not long in detecting the
object of Sherman’s flanking march, and judg-
ing the position at Dalton to be no longer
tenable, he moved rapidly southward on the
12th, and having the shorter line of march,
reached Resaca with his entire force before the
Union army had debouched from Snake Creek
Gap. The divisions of Howard’s corps left to
watch Buzzard Roost, soon after occupied
Dalton, which was found thoroughly stripped
of supplies and almost deserted, and moving in
the enemy’s rear, effected a junction on the
14th with the Federal left, near Tilton. The
successful turning of the rebel position at Dal-
ton was justly considered a great step gained
in the movement upon Atlanta; and even among
the rebel troops there were many who thonght
that if their leader could not hold for more
than four days a place so strongly fortified by
nature, he would be unable to maintain himself
for a long time at any of the remaining points
north of Atlanta, no one of which was per-
haps so capable of defence as Dalton.

The night of the 18th was employed by the
rebels in strengthening their already formidable
position by additional earthworks, and on the
morning of the 14th they were in complete
readiness for an attack, their right wing being
held by Gen. Hardee, their centre by Gen.
Hood, and their left by Gen. Polk. Skirmish-
ishing commenced at an early hour, and the
object of Gen. Sherman being to press Resaca
at all points, while a foa:e of infantry and cay-
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alry crossed the Oostanaula and threatenod
Calhoun in the rear, the firing toward noon
grew heavy along the wholerebel line. The
Iederal general had hoped to be able to turn
the rebel left wing, and thus cut off their re-
treat, but the nature of the ground rendered
this impossible. At 1 p, . an attempt was
made by Palmer’s corps, holding the left centre,
to break the enemy’s line, and force him from
an elevated position in the immediate front. To
reach this point it was necessary to descend a.hill
in full range of rebel artillery, ford a stream
thickly bordered with undergrowth and inter-
lacing vines, and' then, crossing a valley full of
ditches and other obstructions, to mount the
opposite eminence. In the teeth of a murder-
ous fire of musketry and artillery, Palmer’s
troops charged down the hill and across the
creek; but becoming speedily entangled in the
obstructions, and unable to find shelter or to re-
turn with effect the plunging fire of the enemy,
which caused havoc in their ranks, they were
forced to retire, with a loss estimated at up-
wards of a thousand. About the same time,
further to the left, Gen. Judah’s division of the
23d corps and Newton’s of the 4th corps, mov-
ing over comparatively level ground, succeeded,
after a desperate struggle, in forcing the enemy
to abandon an important position on their outer
line, Although the Federal troops were unable
to hold this, they succeeded in advancing their
line and getting their artillery into a position to
prevent the enemy from reoccupying the works.
On the extreme left, that portion of the 4th
corps which had arrived from Dalton, in concert
with Gen. Schofield, maintained heavy skir-
mishing with the rebel right, the dense woods in
that direction preventing the use of artillery,
and effectually concealing the movements of
troops on eitherside. The operations on Gen.
McPherson’s eud of the line were, during the
morning, of the same character. ’

At about 3 o’clock in the afternoon Gen.
Johnston, perceiving that no serious impression
had been made upon his lines, quietly massed a
heavy force on the road to Tilton, with a view
of turning.the Federal left flank, held by Stan-
ley’s division of the 4th corps. The attack was
delivered with impetuosity and in such over-
whelming numbers, that Stanley’s troops, after
astubborn resistance, were forced in confusion
from a hill upon which they were posted. The
rebels rushed on with loud yells across an open
field west of the hill, and for a few moments
matters wore a critical aspect. Fortunately,
Liowever, the movement of the rebel rightshad
been early detected, and Hooker’s corps sent
from the centre to reénforce the Federal left.
The timely arrival of a portion of his troops
checked the rebel advance, and the scattered
division of Stanley having been partially rallied,
the rebels were at dusk driven back within their
lines with severe loss. Meanwhile Gen. Me-
Pherson, taking advantage of the enemy’s oc-
cupation with this movement, ordered Logan’s
(15th) corps, with a portion of the 16th, to
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cross Camp Creek and carry a hill and a line of
rifle-pits on the enemy’s extreme left, in front
of Resaca, which was effected with slight loss.
As the position was one which would enable
the Federal General to pour a destructive en-
filading fire upon the rebel works, and also to
command the railroad and trestle bridges across
the Oostanaula, a desperate effort was made
soon after dark to retake it. Heavy columns
of infantry with fixed bayonets moved up to
the very crest of the hill, but recoiled under
the steady fire of the Federal troops, and finally
retired in confusion. At 10 r. M. the fighting
terminated for the day. The result of the day’s
work was on the whole satisfactory to Gen.
Sherman, as the Federal lines had nowhere been
permanently forced back, while on their left and
centre the rebels had lost positions of import-
ance.

The night of the 14th was occupied by both
armies in strengthening their positions, and the
morning of the 15th opened with heavy skir-
mishing along the Federal centre, under cover
of which troops were massed for an assault
upon two fortified hills commanding each other,
on the enemy’s extreme right, which were con-
sidered the key to the whole position. TFor this
purpose Gen. Hooker’s corps had been shifted
to the extreme left, and Gens. Howard’s, Scho-
field’s, and Paliner’s troops moved to the right
to fill up the gap occasioned by the withdrawal
of Gen. Hooker. Shortly after 1 o’clockin the af-
ternoon Gren. Hooker sent forward Butterfield’s
division as the assaulting column, supported by
the divisions of Gens. Geary and Williams, and
after several unsuccessful attacks the enemy
were driven from a portion of their lines, and
a lodgment was secured under the projecting
works of a lunette, mounting four pieces of
artillery. So severe, however, was the fire
from rifle-pits beyond and on either side of this
work, forming the inner rebel line, that further
advance was impossible, and the Federal troops
were fain to seel such shelter as was available,
and content themselves with holding the posi-
tion they had gained. Toward the close of the
afternoon Gen. Hood’s corps made a deter-
termined but unsuccessful effort to dislodge
them, and subsequently, under cover of the
darkness, a number of rebel prisoners were
brought up, the ends dug out of the works,
gnd the guns hauled out by means of ropes,
under a destructive fire from the rebels. As
soon as a breach was made our forces rushed in
and captured the lunette after a desperate en-
gagemient. The guns seized were twelve-
pounders. The flags of the 85th and 88th
Alabama regiments were captured, with over
two handred prisoners. While these opera-
tiong were in progress the enemy’s attention
was occupied by heavy skirmishing along the
whole line.

During the night the enemy quietly aban-
doned Resaca, leaving behind 2 four-gun bat-
tery and a quantity of stores, and by dawn were
well on their way to Kingston, thirty-two miles

south on the railroad. Gen. Thomas's troops
immediately occupied the town, and succeeded
in saving the road bridge, but the railroad
bridge, the most costly structure of the kind
between Chattanooga and Atlanta, was de-
stroyed by the enemy, with the exceptipn of
the stone piers. The total Federal loss in the
two days’ fighting was between 4,000 and 5,000
killed and wounded, upward of 2,000 of the
latter being so slightly injured that they were
returned t6 duty in two or three weeks. The
rebel loss was stated by themselves at 2,500,
which is probably not far from the mark.
Fighting for the most part behind earthworks,
and having the advantage of position, they
necessarily suffered less than their opponents.
Beside the eight guns and the stores already
mentioned, they left about 1,000 prisoners in
the hands of the Federals. According to Gen.
Sherman nothing saved Gen. Johnston’s army
at Resaca but the impracticable nature of the
surrounding country, which made the speedy
;éa‘ssnge of troops across the valley from Snake
reek Gap an impossibility. This fact enabled
the rebel army to reach Resaca from Dalton
along comparatively good roads, constructed
beforehand by the foresight of their general.
The latter was nevertheless severely crlticized
for this second abandonment of what was con-
sidered a defensible position, notwithstanding
that the Richmond newspapers explained that
his peculiar forte consisted in drawing an enemy
after him, and then overwhelming him by a
sudden attack. They also endeavored to de-
rive consolation®from a reputed caution of Gen.
Scott to a Federal commander: “Beware of
Lee advancing, and watch Johnston at a stand ;
for the devil himself would be defeated in the
attempt to whip him retreating,” which was
extensively quoted in the Southern papers.
Soon after the discovery of Gen. Johnston’s
retreat, the cavalry divisions of Gens. Stoneman
and McCook were thrown forward in pursuit,
and during the 16th the army was ocenpied in
crossing the Oostanaula. Gen. Thomas made
the passage at Resaca, Gen. McPherson at
Lay’s Ferry, a few miles to the southwest,
while Gen. Schofield, moving to the left of
Thomas, crossed the Conasauga and Coosawat-
tee, which unite near Resaca to form the Oos-
tanaula. In this order the army marched south-
ward on roads parallel to the railroad, finding
no trace of the enemy until reaching the neigh-
borhood of Adairsville, thirteen miles below
Resaca, where Newton’s division of the 4th
corps had a smart skirmish with the rebel rear
guard, who had posted their sharpshooters in
an octagon cement building called * Graves
House,” for the purpose of delaying the ad-
vance. By the aid of artillery they were driv-
en out, and on the 18th the 4th corps reached
Kingston, four miles beyond which place the
enemy were again discovered in considerable
force on open ground. At Cassville, five miles
east of Kingston, they were known to have
constructed strong works; and on the 19th, in
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anticipation of a general engagement, Gen.
Sherman directed Gen. Schofield to move down
toward this place from the north, while Gen.
Thomas closed up upon his right, and McPher-
son marched to Kingston to be in close support
of Thomas. Gen.Johnston, however, declined
the offer of battle, and during the night re-
treated across the Etowah, burning the road
and railroad bridges behind him. A few days’
halt for rest and refreshment was now allowed
the army, and as the country north of the
Etowah had been completely stripped by Gen.
Johnston, it was necessary to await the arrival
of supplies by railroad. The latter fortunately
had received little injury at the hands of the
encemy, and by the energetic labors of the re-
pairing parties, who followed close behind the
army, was put in running order to Kingston
on the 20th, on which day trains arrived laden
with supplies. By this means the army was
soon restored to a condition of complete -effi-

“ ciency, and relieved of the necessity of looking
after the wounded, who were sent back to
Chattanooga. In like manner telegraphic com-
munication with the latter place was kept open
as the army advanced.

While these operations were in progress,
Gen, Jeff. C. Davis, of Palmer’s corps, on the
17th marched southwesterly from Resaca tow-
ard Rome, fifteen miles west of Kingston,
which place he occupied on the 19th after a
sharp fight, gaining possession of several forts,
eight or ten guns of heavy caliber, large quan-
tities of stores, and the valuable mills and
foundries employed in the service of the Con-
federate Government.

Gen. Johnston had meanwhile taken a strong
position at Allatoona Pass, in the Etowah
Mountains, south of the Etowsh River, which
formed an almost impregnable barrier to a di-
rect advance upon Atlanta by railroad. Gen.
Sherman accordingly resorted to the same tactics
which had proved so successful at Dalton; and
having supplied his wagons with twenty days’
provisions, and left garrisons at Rome and
Kingston, he put his army in inotion on May
23d for Dallas, a town lying about fifteen miles
southwest of Allatoona Pass, and eighteen
miles directly west of Marietta, a station on
the railroad forty miles below Kingston, and
twenty-four south of the Etowah River. He
expected thus, by threatening Marietta, to
compel the evacuation of Allatoona. The
country between Dallas and the railroad is of
the same impracticable character as that in
which previous operations of the campaign
had been conducted, being for the most part
densely wooded, traversed by ranges of rugged
hills, and cut up by frequent ravines. The
roads were few and poor. Through this re-
gion, admirably adapted for defence, and of
which the topography was scarcely known to
the Federal general, the advance in the pres-
ence of a vigilant enemy had necessarily to be
made with much caution, and it will be seen
that several days were occupied with manceu-
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vring for position and other movements, before
any practical results were obtained.

In marching upon Dallas, Gen. McPherson.
still holding the Federal right, made a some.
what wide detour to the southwest through
Van Wert, while Gen. Thomas took a course
nearly due south, having Gen. Schofield on his
left flank. The movement had scarcely com-
menced before it was detected by Gen. Johnston,
who having the shorterline to Dallas, marched
in the direction of that place to cover the ap-
proaches to Marietta. On the 25th Hooker’s
corps, approaching Pumpkin Vine Creek on
the main Dallas road, came into collision with
parties of Hood’s and Hardee’s corps, and a
severe engagement took place for the posses-
sion of a point known as the New Hope Church,
where three roads meet from Ackworth [four
miles south of Allatoona by rail], Marietta, and
Dallas. By means of earthworks the enemy
successfully resisted the advance of Gen. Hooker,
and the night closing with a heavy rain storm,
no further attempt was made to force the posi-
tion. In this affair Hooker sustained a loss of
about six hundred killed and wounded. Gen.
Sherman then ordered McPherson to move up
to Dallas, and Gen. Thomas to make a bold dem-
onstration against New Hope Church, while
Schofield overlapped the enemy’s right wing.
Owing to the difficult nature of the country,
the 26th and 27th were occupied in perfecting
these dispositions, and on the evening of the
latter day his line extended in a semicircular
direction northeast from Dallas, the enemy
having his right resting on the road from Ack-
worth to Dallas, at a point three miles north-
east of New Hope Church, and his left at a
point nearly due east of Dallas. Heavy skir-
mishing attended these manceuvres, but as the
density of the surrounding woods rendered the
use of artillery impracticable, the casualties
were not numerous. On the 28th, just as Gen.
McPherson was on the point of closing up to
Gen. Thomas in front of New Hope Church,
in order to enable a further development of
the Federal left wing, he was attacked by a
heavy rebel force, whose repeated and desper-
ate, though fruitless assaults had the effect of
checking temporarily the contemplated move-
ment. The Federal troops, protected by their
breastworks, finally drove the enemy back with
a loss of upward of two thousand killed and
wounded.

After a brief pause, interrupted only by the
customary skirmishing, renewed orders were
given for the shifting of the I'ederal line to the
left. The movement was now effected with
comparative ease, and on June Ist, the roads to
Allatoona and Ackworth being occupied, the
cavalry divisions of Stoneman and Garrard were
pushed forward to Allatoona Pass, which was
carried with slight loss. Orders were imme-
diately given to rebuild the railroad bridge
over the Ltowah, at Etowah Station, and on
June 4th Gen. Sherman moved directly upon
Ackworth., This manceuvre compelled Gen.
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Johnston to abandon his intrenchments at New
Hope Church, and move.westward to the rail-
road to cover Marietta, and on the 6th the Fed-
leral army reached Ackworth, where it rested
for several days. Allatoona Pass was at once
fixed upon as a secondary base, and put in a
defensible condition, A ‘well-informed corre-
spondent, summing up the results of the cam-
paign to this date, observes: *‘ We have in a
month’s time, with a force not very much su-
perior to his, forced the enemy back nearly one
hundred miles, obliging him to abandon four
different positions of unusual strength and pro-
portions; have fought him six times; have
captured twelve guns, three colors, over two
thousand prisoners, with considerable forage,
provisions, and means of transportation; have
placed at least fifteen thousand of his men /ors
de combat, and have destroyed several impor-
tant foundries, rolling mills, iron works, &e.,
at Rome, and in the Allatoona Mountains.”

On the 8th Gen. Blair reached Ackworth
with two divisions of the 17th army corps,
which were attached to Gen. McPherson’s
command, and a brigade of cavalry belonging
to Gen. Garrard’s division. These accessions
compensated for the Federal losses in battle,
and the garrisons left at Resaca, Rome, Kings-
ton, and Allatoona, and on the 9th the army,
refreshed by three days’ much needed rest, and
abundantly supplied with stores, moved for-
ward to Big Shanty, the next railroad station
south of Ackworth, Between this place and
Marietta intervenes a mountainous district of
vast natural strength, having three detached and
well-defined summits, where Gen. Johnston had
made his next stand. Kenesaw Mountain, the
most easterly of these summits, is a double-
peaked eminence, about 1,200 feet high, lying
directly north and northwest of Marietta, and
west of'the railroad, and sending out a spur for
‘several miles in a northeasterly direction. West
of Marietta, on the road to Dallas, is Lost
Mountain, and midway between the latter and
Kenesaw, half .a mile further to the north, is
Pine Mountain, a rugged, cone-shaped pcak,
which may be said to form the apex of a trian-
gle, of which Kenesaw and Lost Mountains
constitute the base. The three eminences are
connected by several ranges of lesser heights,
seamed with ravines, and covered with a dense
growth of oak and hickory, and upon their
summits the rebels had erected signal stations
which commanded an excellent view of all the
general operations of the I'ederal forces. As
the. latter drew in sight, the most assailable
points in this succession of mountain fortresses
appeared bristling with cannon, and the spurs
were alive with men constructing earthworks,
felling timber for obstructions, and otherwise
preparing for an obstinate resistance. The
rebel front extended westward from the rail-
road, on which their right rested, about four
miles, and comprised several successive lines
of intrenchments. They had also some works
on the ridge east of the railroad. ¢The rebel
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works,” says the correspondent above quoted,
“consisted of log barricades, protected by earth
thrown against them, with a formidable abatiy
and in many places a chevauz-de-frise of sharp-
ened fence-rails besides. The thickness of this
parapet (which really resembled a parallel) was
generally six to eight feet at top, on the in-
fantry line, and from twelve to fifteen fect
thick at top where fleld guns were posted,
or where fire from our artillery was antici-
pated.” [

The controlling point of the whole region is
Kenesaw Mountain, which covers the railroad
and the town of Marietta so effectually that a
direct advance upon the latter place from the
north would be well-nigh impossible. As the
rebel lines were drawn, it constituted a strong-
hold or citadel in a deep reéntrant, Pine and
Lost Mountains and the connecting ridges being
in the nature of outworks, useful in retarding
the approach of an enemy, but not absolutely
essential as portions of a system of defences.
The accounts of prisoners, deserters, and scouts,
placed Gen. Johnston’s force at nine divisions of
seven thousand men each, which was probably
somewhat above the mark; in addition to
which an auxiliary force of fifteen thousand
Georgia militia, called out by Governor Brown,
was placed at his disposal. The latter, though
comparatively undisciplined, did good service
as laborers on fortifications, and were capable
of offering considerable resistance behind carth-
works. Iardee’s corps occupied their right,
Polk the centre, and Hood the left. Their cav-
alry, estimated at fifteen thousand, operated
on the flanks, and in the Federal rear.

The order of the Federal advance was some-
what different from that previously observed
during the campaign. Gen. McPherson’s com-
mand was now transferred to the extreme left,
and moved toward” Marietta, having its right
on the railroad, while Gen. Schofield, shifting
to the right wing, marched for Lost Mountain.
Gen. Thomas kept his old position in the cen-
tre, and moved on Kenesaw and Pine Moun-
tains. Gens. Stoneman and Garrard covered
the right and left wings with their cavalry,
and McOook guarded the communications and
rear. From the 9th to the 14th the Federal
lines were gradually closed up toward the rebel
position, Sherman’s first object being to break
the line between Kenesaw and Pine Mountains;
and on the latter day, during a heavy cannon-
ade by the 4th corps, the rebel Gen. Polk, com-
manding on Pine Mountain, was killed by the
explosion of a shell. On the same night, the
rebels, perceiving that Hooker’s corps was
moving around the base of the mountain to
cut off their retreat, abandoned their works
without loss of guns or material of war, and
on the morning of the 15th the position was
quictly occupied by, Stanley’s division of tho
4th corps. A papet was found affixed to a
stake, stating, ‘“ Here Gen. Polk was killed by
a Yankee shell;” and from the reports of de-
serters it appeared that Gens. Johnston and
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Iardeo were standing near Gen. Polk when he
was struck, and narrowly escaped death.

Gen. Johnston now drew back his centre
about a mile, to a strong line of intrenchments
in the rugged hills connecting Kenesaw and
Lost Mountains, keeping his flanks on these
two eminences. The 15th, 16th, and 17th,
were occupied with incessant skirmishing,
which told upon the spirits and endurance of
the Federal army almost as much as a pitched
battle. “The eneiny,” says a correspondent,
¢ saoms to have marked ont this whole country,
from the Allatoona, Mountains to the Chatta-
hooche, with line after line of rifle-pits and in-
trenchments and fortification. No sooner do we
take possession of one formidable line of works
than another confronts us, and each seems to
be stronger than the preceding.” On the ex-
. treme right during the afternoon of the 15th,

Gen. Schofield carried the first line of the rebel
works at the foot of Lost Mountain. During
the 17th, the left and cenfre remained quiet,
its line being so far advanced that a general
engagement would otherwise have resulted.
The right and right centre were pushed for-
ward more than a mile, occupying a heavy line
of intrenchments which the rebels had evacu-
gted, and their main line at the foot of Lost
Mountain, without serious loss. Toward even-
ing, after much heavy skirmishing, the enemy’s
left was dislodged from the strong intrench-
ments at the’Lost Mountain and in the rear
of Kenesaw, and driven back upon his centre,
the Iederal army swinging around so as to
threaten his flank. The movement occupied
the whole day, and was rendered difficult by
the thick growth of timber and underwood
and the pertinacity of the skirmishers of the
enemy. During the 18th, the right crowded
the rebel left still further backward. The
possession of the Dallas and Marietta road was
secured, and the.enemy pushed so hard at dusk
that the 20th corps was in a line perpendicular
to their own. The Federal troops met with
considerable loss during the day, as in many
places it was necessary to construet opposing
works under the fiercest fire, especially from
the enemy’s sharpshooters; but from extreme
right to extreme left the rebel skirmishers
were steadily driven, and many of them killed
and wonnded. Several hundred prisoners were
also taken. These made the number taken since

the 11th about one thousand. .

Apprehending that his position on Lost
Mountain was in danger of being enveloped,
Gen. Johnston, on the night of the 18th, under
cover of the darkness and a violent storm of
rain, drew in his left flank toward Kenesaw,
which he made his salient, his right wing being
thrown back to cover Marietta, and his left
behind Nose’s Creek, for the purpose of guard-
ing his railroad communication with the Chat-
tahooche. The abandoned works on Lost
- Mountain, and the line of breastworks connect-
ing it with Kenesaw, were at once occupied
by the YFederal troops, and during the 19th the

533

enemy was steadily pressed at all points. On
the evening of that day our left held the base
of Kenesaw on its north face, and the first ridge
of hills running thence to the northeast, while
our right lay to the west and rear of Kenesaw,
and within three miles of Marietta. During
these operations the rain fell almost incessantly,
and the roads were rendered so heavy that a
general movement would have been impossible.
The most that could be attempted was to press
the enemy without cessation, and harass him
by constant skirmishing. The fact that under
such discouraging circumstarces so many strong
positions were carried, testifies to the discipline
and endurance of the troops.

The operations of the 20th and 21st were of
3 similar character to those above described,
but on the 22d the enemy made a sudden at-
tack upon portions of Gens. Hooker's and
Schofield’s troops on the Federal right, near
what is known as the “Kulp House,” and
was handsomely repulsed, leaving his dead,
wounded, and many prisoners behind him.
The Federal centre was now established square-
ly in front of Kenesaw, but it required so many
men to hold the railroad and the line running
along the base of the mountain, that but a
small force was left with which to attempt a
flank movement to the right. So small was it
that Gen. Sherman hesitated to push it vigor-
ously toward the railroad, in the rear of Marietta,
for fear that it might be altogether detached
from the army and exposed to disaster. He
therefore contented himself with extending his
right along the enemy’s flank, hoping that Gen.
Johnston would thereby be induced to weaken
his centre sufficiently to render an assanlt in that
direction practicable. ‘ Although inviting the
enemy at all times,” says Gen. Sherman in his
official report, ‘“to make such mistakes, I could
not hope for him to repeat them after the ex-
amples of Dallas and the ‘Kulp House;’ and
upon studying the ground, I had no alternative
but to assault his lines or turn his position.
Either course had its difficulties and dangers.
And I perceived that the enemy and our own
officers had settled down into a conviction that
I would not assault fortified lines. All looked
to me to ‘outflank.” An army to be efficient
must not settle down to one single mode of
offence, but must be prepared to execute any
plan which promises suceess. I waited, there-
fore, for the moral effect, to make a successful
assanlt against the enemy behind his breast-
works, and resolved to attempt it at that point
wherc success would give the largest fruits of
victory.” The general point selected was the
rebel left centre, in the belief that if this should
be once forced, 2 road to the railroad below
Marietta would be opened to the assaulting
column, the enemy’s retreat cut off, and their
army overwhelmed in detail. Simultaneous
with this an attack was directed to be made on
Little Kenesaw by McPherson. The 27th was
selected for the novement, and three days were
allowed for preparation.
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At 6 A. M., on the appointed day, Gen. Blair’s
(17th) corps, holding the extr’emye’ left of Gen.
McPherson’s line, moved toward the eastern
point of the mountain to threaten the enemy’s
right, while Gen. Dodge’s (16th) corps and Gen.

Logan’s (15th) corps assaulted the northernslope’

adjoining. The brunt of the attack was borne
by t}lree brigades of the 15th corps, which im-
mediately scattered the enemy’s skirmishers,
and pushing on up the hill with impetuosity,
carried part of the rebel rifle-pits. Some of the
retreating enemy were captured while endeav-
oring to escape to a gorge which intervenes be-
tween the right and left halves of Kenesaw.
Still pressing forward our troops arrived at the
foot of a perpendicular cliff thirty feet high,
from the crest of which the enemy formed in
line of battle, poured a destructive plunging
fire, and rolled down huge stones. Seeing it
impossible to scale these cliffs our line halted,
retired a short-distance, and fortified on the
extreme right. For the second and more im-
portant attack portions of Gen. Newton’s divi-
sion of the 4th corps, and of Gen. Davis’s of the
14th corps, were selected. At a given signal
the troops rushed forward with buoyant cour-
age, charged up the face of the mountain amidst
a murderous fire from a powerful battery on
the summit and through two lines of abatis,
carried a line of rifle-pits beyond, and reached
the works. The colors of several regiments
were planted before the latter, and some of the
men succeeded in mounting the ramparts, but
the deaths-of Gens. Wagner’ and Harker, and
the wounding of Gen. MeCook, the destructive
fire of both musketry and artillery, and the dif-
ficulty of deploying the long columns under such
fire, rendered it necessary to recall the men.
Gen. Newton’s troops returned to their original
line, while Gen. Davis’s 2d brigade threw up
works between those they had carried and the
1aain line of the enemy, and there remained. The
whole contest lasted little more than an hour,
but cost Gen. Sherman nearly three thousand in
killed and wounded, while the cnemy, lying be-
hind well-formed breastworks, suffered com-
paratively slight loss. During the day Gen.
Schofield had sharp skirmishing with the ene-
my’s left wing, and Gen. Cox’s division of the
28d corps pushed forward to a point nine
miles south of Marietta and three from the
Chattahoochee ; but the important fighting was
in the centre. The failure of the attack is to
be attributed to the fact that Gen. Johnston
did not allow himself to be deceived by the
lengthened line which Gen. Sherman opposed to
him. From his elevated position on the sum-
mit of Kenesaw he could see plainly that the
main posts still confronted himy, and that the
flanking movement to his left was not in earnest.
Contenting himself, therefore, with sending a
single corps to watch the right wing, he held
his main body to repel the assault on his centre.

It was not, however, the intention of Gen,
Sherman to rest long under the imputation of
defeat, and he almost immediately commenced
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preparations to turn the enemy’s left, amusing
Gen. Johnston, meanwhile, by a show of ap-
proaching his centre by saps. On July 1st,
Gens. Hooker and Schofield advanced to the
right some two miles, and on the 2d Gen.
McPherson received orders to rapidly shift
his whole force from the extreme left to the
extreme right of the Federal lines, and push
on to Nickajack Creek, which flows into the
Chattahooches, four miles below the railroad
bridge. His place on the left, in front of Ken-
esaw, was occupied by Gen. Garrard’s cavalry,
while Gen. Stoneman’s cavalry moved on his
flanks to strike the river near Turner’s Ferry,
two miles and a half below the railroad bridge.
The object of the movement was speedily de-
tected by Gen. Johnston, who at once prepared
to evacuate Kenesaw and fall back to the Chat-
tahoochee. On the night of the 2d his rear |
guard abandoned the works which for upward
of three weeks had been so resolutely assailed
and defended, and before dawn of the 8d the
Federal pickets occupied the crest of the moun-
tain. Orders were immediately given for Gen.
Thomas to move forward along the railroad to
Marietta, and thence southward to the Chatta-
hoochee, the rest of the army pressing rapidig
toward Nickajack Creek to harass the enemy in
flank and rear, and if possible to assail him in
the confusion of crossing the river. Gen. Sher-
man himself, accompanying the Army of the
Cumberland, entered Marietta at 9 o’clock on
the morning of the 8d. During the retreat about
two thousand prisoners, principally stragglers,
fell into the hands of the Federal troops.

Gen. Johnston was too good a general to
lecave his movement uncovered, and Gen.
Thomas pushing forward in pursuit, found
him intrenched behind a fortified line at Smyr-
na, half way between the river and Marietta,
having his flanks protected by Nickajack and
Rottenwood Creeks. This, however, was but
an advance line, his intention being to make
his real stand in a series of works on the left
bank of the river, and at the railroad bridge,
where he had constructed a strong téte de
pont. Again a flanking movement to the
right was attempted, and with such success
that on the night of the 4th Gen. Johnston
fell back to the river, across which the main
body of his army passed, Gen. Hardee’s corps
remaining on the right bank. Gen. Sherman
then moved up to the Chattahoochee, and on
the evening of the 5th Gens. Thomas’s and Me-
Pherson’s troops occupied a line extending from
a short distance above the railroad bridge to the
mouth of Nickajack Creek, while Gen. Schofield
was posted in the rear near Smyrna as a re-
serve. Cavalry demnonstrations were extended
as far south as Campbelltown, fifteen miles be-
lIow the railroad bridge. By these several man-
ceuvres, and particularly by the shifting of Gen.
MecPherson’s troops to the right, Geen. Sherman
aimed to convey to Gen. Johnston the impression
that it was his l¢f flank that was to be turned;
and in pursnance of the same strategy the Fed-
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eral general having determined that the ene-
my’s position was unassailable except by a flank
movement across the river, amused his enemy
by demonstrations south of the railroad bridge,
as if he intended crossing there. His real ob-
ject was, by rapidly shifting masses of troops
from extreme right to extreme left, to turn the
enemy’s right flank, and seize and hold the vital
strategic points in that dircct_xon. )

Gen. Schofield was, accordingly, directed to
move due eastward from his position at Smyrna
to the Chattahoochee, and to make a crossing
near the mouth of Soap Creek, eight miles
north of the railroad bridge. This was suc-
cessfully accomplished on the 7th, with the
capture of a gun and a number of prisoners,
and a lodgment was effected on high ground
on the left bank, and a substantial bridge con-
structed. At the samc time Gen. Garrard occu-
pied Rosswell, a town near the Chattahoochee,
nearly due north of Atlanta, and about seven
miles above Gen. Schofield’s crossing, where
he destroyed some woollen and cotton mills
which had supplied the rebel armies. In accord-
ance with Gen. Sherman’s orders he secured
the ford at this place until a corps could be sent
thither from the Army of the Tennessee on the
right wing. On the 9th, while the enemy were
amused by feints extending from Power’s Ferry,
four miles above the railroad bridge, to Turner’s
Ferry, three miles below it, a crossing was
effected at Rosswell, and the river firmly bridg-
ed; and under cover of the same demonstra-
tions Gen. Howard was enabled to throw a
bridge across at Power’s Ferry. Gen. John-
ston at length took the alarm, and during the
night of the 9th gave orders for another retreat.
His heavy guns were removed to Atlanta, seven
miles distant, Gen. Hardee’s corps was safely
crossed to the left bank, and at daylight of the
10th the railroad bridge, the road bridge, and
the pontoons, were in flames. The rebel army
then fell back toward the fortifications of
Atlanta, abandoning the whole line of the
river, although its left wing kept in the neigh-
borhood of Turner’s Ferry, in the expectation
of an attack from that quarter. Leaving Gen.
Johnston to his delusion, Gen. Sherman rapidly
and quietly moved the rest of the Army of the
Tennessce behind the line of our foreces, to its
old position on the extreme Jleft, and busied
himself with strengthening his bridges and col-
lecting supplies, which, as early as the 8th,
were brought by railroad within a mile of the
railroad bridge.

A week’s rest was now allowed the army, a
sufficient force being detailed to the left bank
of the Chattahoochee to secure the several posi-
tions there and occupy the works of the enemy.
These proved to be of the most formidable
character, and had evidently cost many months
of labor, the lines extending for upward of five
and a half miles along the river, with almost
impenetrable abatis in front. The sudden
abandonment of them caused more consterna-
tion to the enemy than any previous disaster of
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the campaign, as it was anticipated that here, in
the immediate neighborhood of his supplies,
Gen. Johnston could make a long and probably
successful stand; or atleast keep Gen. Sherman
at bay until reénforcements from other parts of
the confederacy should arrive. The catastro-
phe completed the long catalogue of complaints
against this general which his enemies had
scdulously arrayed before the public, and his re-
moval was clamored for as indispensablc to the
salvation of the cause. The inhabitants of
Atlanta in particular urged that the retreating
policy had been followed far enough. It can
hardly admit of a doubt, however, that he had
conducted the campaign with prudence and
skill, and considering his inferiority in numbers
to Gen. Sherman, who was always in a_condi-
tion to outflank him, he had probably delayed
the Federal advance as long as it was possible.

On the 17th the whole army was across the
Ohattahoochee, with the exception of Gen. Da-
vis’s division of the 14th corps, left to watch the
railroad bridge and the rear, and prepared to
move upon Atlanta. The Army of the Cun-
berland now occupied the right wing and right
centre, resting on the river just above the rail-
road bridge, the Army of the Ohio the left cen-
tre, and the Army of the Tennessee the left. In
this order a grand right wheel was commenced,
the right wing of thec Army of the Cumberland
serving as the pivot, which, on the evening of
the 17th, brought the Federal line into a posi-
tion about northeast of the railroad bridge,
along what is known as the old Peach Tree
road. On the 18th the left wing, swinging
rapidly around, struck the Georgia Railroad,
which connects Atlanta with Augusta, at a
point two miles west of Stone Mountain, a vast
elevation of granite towering over the sur-
rounding country, fifteen miles nortlreast of
Atlanta. With the aid of Gen. Garrard’s cav-
alry, which moved on his flank, Gen. Mec-
Pherson broke up a section of about four
miles of the road, while Gen. Schofield oc-
cupied Decatur, six miles east of Atlanta,
and Gen. Thomas brought his troops close
up to Peach Tree Creek, a small stream rising
five or six miles northeast of Atlanta, and
flowing .southwesterly into the Chattahoochee,
near the railroad bridge. In these manceuvres
our extreme left encountered little else than

-cavalry, supported by a few guns and a very

inadequate force of infantry, an evidence that
the enemy was still laboring under the delusion
that his left and not his right was the real point
of attack, and that Atlanta was to be ap-
proached from the southwest instead of from
the northeast. Under these circumstances Gens,
McPherson and Schofield were enabled, on the
19th, to pass with little trouble westward of
Decatur, within the naturally strong defensive
lines of Nance'’s and Peach Tree Creeks. Gen.
Thomas, moving more directly from the north
of Atlanta, found the enemy in larger force,
but succeeded on the same day in crossing Peach
Tree Creek in front of their intrenched lines.
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The Federal line then held the arc of a circle,
extending from the railroad between Atlanta
and the river to some distance south of the
Georgia Railroad, and in a direction north and
northeast of Atlanta.

. Meanwhile, on the 17th, Gen. Johnston had,
in accordance with orders from the confederate
war department, turned over, his command to
Gen, Hood, accompanying the act with the fol-
lowing farewell address to his troops:

HeapQuarTERS, ARMY OF TENNESSEE, }
July 17, 1864,

In obedience to the orders of the War Department,
I turn over to Gen. Hood the command of the Arm
and Department of Tennessee. I cannot leave this
noble army without expressing my admiration of the
high military qualities it has displayed so conspicu-
ously—every soldie{'lff virtue, endurance of toil, obe-
dience to orders, brilliant courage.

The enemy has never attacked but to be severely
repulsed and punished. You, soldiers, have never
argued but from your courage, and never counted
your fears. No lop%er your leader, I will still watch
your career, and will rejoice in your victories. To one
and all I offer assurances of my friendship, and bid
an affectionate farewell.

s J. E. JOHNSTON, General,

General Hood, on assuming command, issued
the following address:

HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF TENNESSEE,
i July 18, 1864, Wk

Sorpiers: In obedience to orders from the War
Department, I assume command of this Army and
Department. 1 feel the weight of the responsibility
so suddenly and unexpectedly devolved upon me by
this position, and shall bend all my encrgies and em-
pllo{; all my skill to meet its requirements, Ilook
with confidence to your patriotism to stand by me,
and rely upon your prowess to wrest your country
from the grasp of the invader, entitling yourselves
to the proud distinction of being called the deliverers
of an oppressed people.  J. BB. HOOD, General.

With this change in commanders commenced
a change in the method of conducting the cam-
paign, By which it was expected that the morale
of the rebel army, weakened by the persistent
Fabian policy of Gen. Johuston, would be fully
reéstablished. The time for retreating had
passed when the chief city of western Georgia
lay almost in the grasp of Gen. Sherman ; and
the rebel army, which, to give Gen. Johnston
due credit, had been kept in a compact body,
and had experienced but insignificant losses of
guns or material of war, was to be launched,
after their well-known tactics, in fierce assaults
upon the invader. With this view the command
was given to Gen. Hood, who had an unequalled
reputation among their generals for energy and
impetuous bravery.

On the 20th the Federal lines converged still
more closely around the northern and eastern
sides of Atlanta, and as a gap existed between
Grens, Schofield and Thomas, Stanley’s and
Wood’s division of Gen. Howard’s corps were
moved to the left to connect with Gen. Scho-
field, leaving Gen. Newton’s division of Gen.
Howard’s corps, with inadequate force, to hold
an important position on the road leading from
Atlanta to Buckhead. This weak point was
soon detected by Gen. Hood, who determined
to signalize his appointment to the chief com-

mand by an assualt which, at one blow, should
retrieve the disasters of the campaign. Gen.
Sherman also was well aware that his line was
vulnerable at this point; and as there were
indications during the morning of a concen-
tration of troops on the enemy’s right, as if
to attack the left, orders were sent to Gen.
Newton and the rest of the Army of the Cum-
berland to close rapidly up in the latter direction.
Gen. Newton accordingly pushed forward to a
prominent ridge, where, about two o’clock in
the afternoon his troops stacked arms and
made a temporary halt. Some prisoners, gath-
ered up by the skirmishers, having reported
that there was no considerable force of the
enemy within a mile and a half, no apprehen-
sion of an attack seems to have been felt, and
no preparations had been made beyond the ac-
customed piles of logs and rails, which the Fed-
eral troops constructed as a matter of course,
whenever halting for any considerable time on
new ground in presence of the enemy. Gen.
Hood had meanwhile been massing his main
body in the woods immediately in front of
Gen. Newton and of Gen. Hooker, who was
approaching from the right, expecting, by a sud-
den and overwhelming attack upon the col-
umns while in motion, to cut the I'ederal army
in twain. At 4 o’clock he advanced from his
covert without skirmishers, and pushed direct-
ly for Gen. Newton’s position. Notwithstand-
ing the unexpectedness of his appearance, the
Federal troops sprang instantly to their arms,
and from behind their breastworks poured
deliberate and deadly volleys into the dense
masses of the Confederates, who were further
kept in check by well-served batteries which
Gen. Newton had posted on each of his flanks.
Almost at the instant of the attack on Gen.
Newton, Gen. Geary’s division of Gen. Hooker’s
corps was struck by the advancing columns of
the enemy and thrown back in some confusion.
But quickly rallying, it recovered its ground
artd kept the enemy in check until Ward's di-
vision could arrive to its assistance. The lat-
ter met the enemy’s charge by a counter charge,
and the two columns mingling in the shock of
battle, the enemy, after a brief and fierce strug-
gle, were driven back. Iurther to the right,
and next to Geary, Williams’ division, though
attacked with desperation, stood manfully up
to the work, and repulsed with heavy loss every
onset of the enemy. After four hours of in-
cessant fighting, the latter retired precipitately
to his intrenchments, leaving on the field up-
ward of six hundred dead, one thousand severe-
ly wounded, seven regimental flags, and a num-
ber of prisoners. His total loss was estimated
by Gen. Sherman at five thousand. That of
the Federal troops was one thousand nine
hundred, of which the greater part fell on Gen.
Hooker’s corps, which fought wholly on open
ground, and bore the brunt of the Lattle.
During the 21st the enemy kept within his
intrenched position, commanding the open val-
ley of Peach Tree Creek, his right beycnd the
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+ @orgia railroad to the east, and his left ex-
tended toward Turner’s Ferry, at a general
distance of four miles from Atlanta. In the
course of the day a steep and strongly-fortified
hill, about five hundred yards in advance of
the skirmish line of the extreme Federal left,
was gallantly carried by Gen. Leggett’s division
of the 17th corps, though with a loss of seven
hundred and fifty men. Four desperate
attempts were made by the division of Gen.
Cleburne to regain the position, which com-
pletely commanded Atlanta and the two prin-
cipal roads leading north and south from the
¢ity ; but the enemy finally retired, baffled and
severcly crippled, leaving his dead and most of
his wounded on the slope of the hill. He also
lost about a hundred prisoners. Gen. McPher-
son immediately threw out working parties to
the hill, with the intention of occupying it with
strong batteries. !

On the 22d the whole advanced line of the ene-
my was found abandoned, a circumstance which
at first led Gen. Sherman to believe that they
intended to surrender Atlanta without further
contest. Gen. Hood, however, was only prepar-
ing to repeat, on a larger scale, the experiment
of the 20th, By a show of retreating upon the
city he hoped to decoy Gen. Sherman into a rapid
advance, and then suddenly, with heavy masses
of troops, to strike the Federal army while in
motion, at such weak points as should present
themselves. “It is now quite evident,” says an
army correspondent, writing on the 24th, “that
the enemy, when they fell back out of their
works, did not retire to the inner line around
the city at all, though by taking that direction,
and showing themselves in large numbers upon
their works, they intended to make us beligve
they had done so. Gen. Hardee’s corps, instdad,
marched during the night away round to the
eastward, sweeping entirely the circle of the
Federal left wing, and then, as we closed in
around the city, and before the left wing had
got in position, struck us upon the front, and
also upon the flanks.” Unsuspicious of this
deep laid plan for his discomfiture, Gen. Sher-
man pushed his troops beyond the abandoned
works, and found the enemy occupying in force
a line of finished redoubts completely covering
the approaches to Atlanta, and busily occupied
in connecting these redoubts with curtains
strengthened by rifle trenches, abatis, and che-
vaux-de-frise. This satisfied him that Gen.
Hood meant to fight, and he immediately re-
sumed the dispositions previously commenced
for pressing the city on its eastern and north-
ern fronts. As the Federal line closed in, the
circle which it formed became so contracted,
that the 16th corps, Gen. Dodge, which formed
the right of the Army of the Tennessee, was
thrown out of position, and fell behind the 15th
corps, the latter thus olosing up with Gen.
Schofield, who held the centre. Gen.McPher-
son accordingly ordered Gen. Dodge to shift
his position to the extr®me left of the line, and
occupy the hill carried by the 17th corps on
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the previous day, and which was still held by
Gen. Leggett’s division. At about 11 A. m.
soon after this movement had commenced, Gen.
McPherson met the commander-in-chief near
the centre of thelines. “He described to me.”
says Gen. Sherman in his official repott, ik,
condition of things on his flank and the dispo-
sitions of his troops. I explained to him that
if we met serious resistance in Atlanta, as pres-
ent appearances indicated, instead of operating
against it by the left, I would extend to the
right, and that I did not want him to gain
much distance to the left. e then described
the hill occupied by Gen. Leggett’s division of
Gen. Blair’s (17th) corps as essential to the oc-
cupation of any ground to the east and south
of the Augusta railroad, on account of its com-
manding natpre. I therefore ratified his dis-
position of troops, and modified a previous order
I had sent him in writing to use Gen. Dodge’s
corps, thrown somewhat in reserve by the
closing up of our line, to break up railroad,
and I sanctioned its going, as already ordered
by Gen. McPherson, to his left, to hold and
fortify that position.”

At noon Gen. McPherson rode off to the left,
where the enemy appeared to be making a
slight cavalry demonstration. Ile had not been
gone half an hour when the desultory skirmish-
ing which had been going on in that quarter
all the morning suddenly deepened into a loud
crash of musketry, followed by rapid artillery
firing, indicating the presence of the enemy in
large force. Gen. Hood had in fact secured
the opportunity which he desired, and ap-
prehending rightly that a demonstration was
least expected on the left flank, had massed
Gens. Hardee's and Stewart’s corps under
the cover of the thick woods which skirt
the railroad, and was preparing to attack the
16th and 17th corps while they were getting
into position, his forts meanwhile holding
the Federal centre and right in check. Gen.
Sherman instantly transmitted orders to Gens.
Schofield and Thomas to keep the enemy em-
ployed on all parts of their front, and the former
was directed to hold as large aforce as possible
in reserve to sustain the left, should aid be
needed.

Gen. McPherson, upon reaching the left,
found the 16th corps just about moving into
position to prolong the flank, and temporarily
facing to the left in a direction perpendicular
to our main line. Between the right of the
16th and the left of the 17th corps was a wooded
space of about half g mile which was not occu-
pied by any troops. Shortly after twelve o’clock
the enemy emerged from the dense woods in
front of these corps in three solid columns, and
marched directly upon the 16th corps for the
purpose of turning our whole line. Three des-
perate assaults were repelled by Gen. Dodge,
in the last of which the enemy suffered severe
loss from the well-direeted fire of the Federal
batteries. TFinding that the attempt to break
the lines had failed at this point, Gen. McPher-
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son took advantage of a temporary lull in the
fighting to ride through the woods to Gen.
Giles A. Smith’s division, which held the left
of the 17th corps. A report that the enemy in
heavy force were moving around the left of the
17th corps, and were pushing in through the
gap above mentioned, as existing between it
and. the 16th (the attack on the 16th corps
having, in fact, been a feint to draw attention
from the real point of attack), induced him to
hasten in that direction. After reaching the
gap he gave directions to the only member of
his steff who accompanied him, the rest having
been sent with orders to different portions of
the field, to obtain a brigade from Gen. Logan’s
command and throw it across the gap, and
then, with a single orderly, struck into a cross
road leading directly to Gen. Smith’s position.
Already, however, unknown to him, the ene-
my’s skirmish line had advanced close up to this
road, and when it was too late to retrace his
steps he found himself within fifty feet of it.
The rebel officer in command called upon him
to surrender, but he only dashed his horse to
the right of the road, and was almost imme-
diately brought to the ground, mortally wound-
ed, by a volley from the skirmishers. His body
was for a time in the possession of the enemy,
but was subsequently recovered and brought
within the Federal lines. Upon hearing of this
disaster, Gen. Sherman ordered Gen. Logan to
assume command of the Army of the Tennes-
see. .
The brigade (Wangelin's) ordered up from
Gen. Logan’s corps, arrived in tine to partially
check the enemy, but could not prevent him
from getting a portion of his force in the rear
of the 17th corps, while heavy masses of troops,
principally from Gen. Stewart’s corps, were
pushed againstthe works held by Gen. Leggabt
on the hill, wrested from Gen. Cleburne the day
before, and which they were evidentiy determin-
ed to retake at any sacrifice. Sweeping up in
their advance the working party engaged upon
the fortifications, the enemy bore heavily against
Geens. Smith’s and Leggett’s divisions, whicl, at-
tacked in front and rear, were obliged to fire al-
ternately from behind their own breastwork and
the old abandoned parapet of the enemy. Gen.
Leggett’s troops clung firmly to their important
position on the top of the hill, against the
fortified angle of which the rebels dashed their
columns with desperate but fruitless energy.
Gen. Smith had meanwhile been compelled to
abandon his more exposed lines, but by a skil-
ful movement he gradually withdrew his men,
regiment by regiment, to a new line connecting
on the right with Gen. Leggett, his left, refused,
facing to the southeast. In exccuting this
movement he was obliged to abandon two
guns to the enemy. Against this new forma-
tion of the 17th corps the enemny could make no
impression, but recoiled again and again before
the deadly fire of the Federal troops, which
mowed down whole ranks at a time, and cov-
ered the ground and ditches with dead and
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wounded men. A part of the rebel force that
pushed for the gap between the 16th and 17th
corps renewed the attack upon the right flank
of the former, and upon its first advance cap-
tured a six-gun battery of tho regular army,
which was moving along unsupported and un-
apprehensive of danger. Gens. Sweeney’s and
Fuller’s divisions soon checked the enemy’s ad-
vance, and finally drove him back in confusion
with the loss of many prisoners. At a critical pe-
riod of the battle several of Gen. Sweeney’§ regi-
ments were found to be without ammunition ;
but as it was indispensable that they should
hold their position, their commander ordered
them to meet the enemy with the bayonet,
whereupon the latter broke and fled to the
rear. At about half-past three o’clock the
enemy desisted from his attack on our left
flank, baving gained no ground and suffered
enormous losses, for which his capture of eight
guns ill compensated.

Meanwhile two divisions of Gen. Wheeler’s
cavalry, with a section of artillery, took a wide
circuit to the east and fell upon Decatur, now
three miles in our rear, where Col. Sprague,
with three infantry regiments, and a battery,
was guarding a number of wagon trains filled
with commissary and ammunition supplies.
By a skilful disposition of his small force, Col.
Sprague held the enemy in complete check until
every wagon except three was sent to the
rear of Gens. Schofield and Thomas, when he
also fell back nearer the main body, having in-
flicted considerable damage upon the enemy and
secured a number of prisoners. Gen. Wheeler’s
unopposed approach to Decatur was owing to
the absence of Gen. Garrard’s cavalry on a
raid southeast of Atlanta.

About 4 r. M. & pause occurred in the bat-
tle, occasioned by Gen. Hood's massing troops
for an assault upon Gen. Logan’s (15th) corps,
temporarily commanded by Gen. Morgan L.
Smith, which held the right of the Army of the
Tennessee behind substantial breastworks, imn-
metliately adjoining the 17th corps. At half-
past 4 p. m., while just enough of an attack
was maintained against the extreme left to
occupy the attention of the troops in that
guarter, a heavy force two lines deep marched

irectly toward the left of the 15th corps, driv-
ing before it a couple of regiments of skirmish-
ers and capturing two guns, Protected by
their works, Gen. Lightburn’s brigade, which
held this part of the line, for half an hour kept
the enemy at bay by well-directed discharges
from a battery of 20-pounder Parrotts; but a
second strong rebel column now approached,
which scarcely faltered beneath the volleys
which ploughed its ranks in long furrows, and
presently, to add to the perplexity of the situa-
tion, a third column was seen pouring in at the
rear through a deep cut in the Georgia rail-
road. Finding that to hold their position
would insure capture, Sen. Lightburn’s troops
retired in considerable®™onfusion to the second
line of breastworks, five hundred yards from
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the main line, and the abandoned works, with
two batteries, fell into the hands of the enemy.
The position gained by the latter, if allowed to
be held by them, threatened such sevious dis-
aster that Gren. Sherman sent orders to Gen.
Logan, which had already been anticipated by
that general, to nake the 15th corps regain its
lost ground at any cost. In aid of this move-
ment he posted certain batteries from Gen.
Schofield’s corps where they could shell the
enemy and the works beyond, so as to prevent
reénforcements. Just as the enemy were pre-
paring to turn the captured Parrotts upon the
inner Federal line, the 15th corps, supported
by portions of Gen. Schofield’s troops, ad-
vanced with loud cheers upon thém; and
after a desperate struggle, in the course of
wlich both Federals and rebels at times fought
hand to hand across the narrow parapet, the
latter were driven out of the works and the
guns retaken. Their retreat was accelerated
by repeated discharges of grape and canister
among their crowded ranks which caused an
awful carnage. With this repulse the battle
terminated.

This was by far the bloodiest battle yet
fought in Georgia; and notwithstanding the
complete defeat of the enemy at all points, the
Federal army sustained an irreparable loss in
the death of Gen. McPherson, described by
Gen. Sherman as “a noble youth, of striking
personal appearance, of the highest profes-
sional capacity, and with a heart abounding in
kindness that drew to him the affections of all
men.” The heroic conduct of the Army of the

_Tennessee during the whole battle was in no
slight degree owing to the desire to avenge the
fall of their commander. The total Federal
loss on the 22d was 3,722, of whom much the
greater portion were killed and wounded. The
enemy’s dead alone in front of our lines num-
bered 2,200 from actual count, and of these
800 were dclivered to the enemy under flag of
truce. Their total loss in killed was computed
by Gen. Logan at 8,240. Upwards of 3,000
prisoners, including 1,000 wounded, and many
cominissioned officers of high rank, beside 18
colors and 5,000 small arms, fell into the hands
of the Federals. The enemy of course removed
many of their dead and most of their wounded.
Owing to the closeness and desperation of the
conflict, the proportion of wounded to killed
was much less than nsual-—probably not more
than two to one—which would make their
loss in wounded about 6,500, and their total
loss in killed, wounded, and prisorers, more
than 12,000.

As an important feature in his cawpaign,
Gen. Sherman had contemplated, in addition to
offensive opcrations against the enemy in the
field, a series of expeditions against the several
railroads by which supplics or reénforcements
were brought to Atlanta. The first line of rebel
communications selected to be broken was the
railroad system connecting Atlanta with the
southwest, comprising the Atlanta and West

\

539

Point and the West Point and Montgomery
ﬁoadsl; and on J UIYI 10, in 30001‘dance with or-
ers long previously issued by Gen. 5
a body of 2,000 IFedcral cav;iiry, un%};sangﬁ:
Roussean, started from Decatur, Ala., for Ope-
lika, & station on the latter of these roads, in
eastern Alabama, whence a road diverges cast
to the important manufacturing town of Colum-
bus, Geo., and thence to Macon. On the 13th
Gen. Rousseau crossed the Coosa near the Ten
Islands, routing a body of Alabama cavalry;
passed rapidly through Talladega; skirmished
again with the enemy at the crossing of the Tal-
lapoosa; and on the 16th struck the West Point
and Montgomery road at Loachapoka, ten miles
west of Opelika. From this point to Opelika
the railroad was well broken up, and the
bridges and culverts destroyed, beside three
mniiles of the branch toward Columbus and two
toward West Point. Gen. Rousseau then turn-
ed north, and brought his comumand in safety
to Marietta on the 22d, with a loss of less than
thirty men.

The next operation was to more thoroughly
disable the Georgia railroad. This had been
broken up between Decatur and Atlanta as the
army closed around the city; but as Gen. Sher-
man already contemplated prolonging his right
toward the west and south of the town, and
possibly abandoning his hold on the railroad, it
became necessary to render the latter unavail-
able to the rebels. Gen. Garrard was therefore
detached on the 21st, and ordered to proceed
with his eavalry to Covington, forty-one miles
east of Atlanta, and destroy the railroad bridges
over the Yellow and Ulcopauhatchee Rivers,
branches of the Ocmulgee. He returned in safe-
ty on the 24th, having completely destroyed the
two bridges, of which that over the Yellow River
was 550 feet in length, and the other 250 feet,
and broken up the railroad for seven miles be-
tween the two. Ile also burned three trains
of cars, numerous depots, minor bridges and
culverts, 2,000 bales of cotton, a new and ex-
tensive hospital building at Covington, and a
considerable quantity of commissary and quar-
termaster’s stores, and brought in with him
several hundred prisoners and negroes and
many horses. IIe lost but two men in the ex-
pedition.

Having rendered the Georgia road useless to
the enemy Gen. Sherman next turned his atten-
tion to the Macon and Western Railroad, con-
necting Atlanta with Macon, and the only ave-
nue left for the conveyance of stores and amn-
munition to the rebel army. For the purpose
of effectually crippling this, he organized his
cavalry in two large bodies, to move in concert
from each wing of the army, while simnltane-
ously with this movement the Army of the
Tennessee was to be shifted by the right toward
East Point, a station six miles south of Atlanta,
where the Atlanta and West Point and Macon
and Western Railroads diverge from a common
track. Gen. Stoneman was transferred to the
left flank, and assumed command of his own
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cavalry and Gen. Garrard’s, comprising an ef-
fective force of 5,000 men, while Gen, McCooL&
on the right ﬁank received his own comman

and the cavally brought by Gen. Rousseau,
amounting in the aggregate to 4,000 men.
This joint force Gen, Sherman supposed was
fully adequate to look after Gen. Wheeler’s
rebel cavalry, and to accomplish the work allot-
ted to it, which was to rendezyous at Lovejoy’s
station on the Macon road, thirty miles south
of Atlanta, on the night of T uly 28th, and there
make such a complete destruction of the road
as would lead to the speedy abandoment of At-
lanta. At the moment of starting, Gen. Stone-
man asked permission, after fulfilling his orders,
to proceed with his own command to Macon
and Andersonville, and release the Federal pris-
oners of war confined at those places. ftor
some hesitation Gen. Sherman consented, stip-
ulating, however, as a condition precedent that
the railroad should be effectually broken up
and Wheeler’s cavalry put Aors de comdal.

MILITARY AND NAVAL HISTORY OF THE REBELLION.

On the 27th the two expeditions started
forth, Gen. Stoneman making for McDonough,
a town about ten miles east “of Lovejoy’s, and
sending Gen. Garrard to Flat Rock to cover his
movement; and Gen. McCook keeping down
the right bank of the Chattahoochee. Gen.
Stoneman, however, almost immediately turn-
cd off toward the (xemgm Railroad, which he
followed as far as Covington, whence he struck
due south, and to the east of the Ocmulgee, for
Macon, distant sixty miles, in the nelo'hborhood
of which he arrived on the 30th. A detach-
ment was sent east to Gordon, a station on the
Georgian Central Railroad, where eleven loco-
motives and several trains loaded with quarter-
masters’ stores were destroyed, together with
several bridges between that p]ace and Macon.
But as he learned that the prisoners in Macon
had on the previous day been sent to Charles-
ton, Gen. Stoneman decided to return at once
by the way he had come, without attempting
to 1each Macon or Andersonville. On the even-
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ing of the 30th he turned northward again,
skirmdishing on the way ; and on the morning
of the 81st, when about twenty miles from Ma-
con, encountered a heavy force in his front.
The country being® unfavorable for cavalry
operations, he dismounted a portion of his com-
mand, and threw them forward as skirmishers,
but soon found himself surrounded. After va-
rious fruitless attempts to make head against
the onemy, he gave directions to the greater
part of his force to break through the opposing
lines, and escape in the readiest manner possi-
ble, while he, with several hundred men and a
section of artillery, occupied the attention of
the enemy. He was finally overpowered and
compelled to surrender. Of lis three brigades
one arrived safely within the Federal lines,
one was attacked and somewhat scattered on
the way back, and the third was captured with
him. Gen. Garrard meanwhile, after waiting
at Flat Rock for orders from Stoneman until
the 29th, moved toward Covington, and learn-
ing that he had gone south from that point,
returned to his position on the left flank of the
army.

Gen. McCook, after reaching the neighbor-
hood of Rivertown on thé Chattahoochee,
crossed on pontoons and made for Palmetto
Station on the Atlanta and West Point Rail-
road, twenty-five miles south of Atlanta, where
he destroyed a section of the road. He thence
moved eastward upon Fayetteville and burned
five hundred wagons belonging to the rebel
army, besides killing eight hundred mules and
capturing several hundred quartermasters’ men,
and reached Lovejoy’s on the night of the 28th.
Here he destroyed a section of the Macon and
‘Western Railroad, but, hearing nothing from
Stoneman, and finding his progress eastward
barred by a constantly accumulating force of
the enemy, he turned off to the southwest, and
at Newman, a station on the Atlanta and West
Point Railroad fifteen miles south of Palmetto,
encountered a rebel infantry force coming up
from Mississippi to Atlanta. After a severe
fight with superior numbers he finally cut his
way out, with the loss of five hundred men and
all his prisoners, and reached the Chattahoochee,
whence he arrived safely within the Federal
The damage done by the several expe-
ditions scarcely compensated for the severe
losses sustained by Gens. Stoneman and Mc-
Cook, amounting to npward of fifteen hundred.
Owing to the failure of Gen. Stoneman to con-
centrate with Gen. McCook at Lovejoy’s, the
communications with Atlanta were only tempo-
rarily interrupted, and the enemy gaincd at
least a month’s respite from their final catas-
trophe.

‘While the cavalry raid was in progress, the
Army of the Tennessee was, pursuant to in-
structions, drawn out of its intrenchments on
the left flank and moved en echelon to a position
on the extreme right, the right flank being
held by Gen. Logan’s corps. This movement
was directed by Gen. Howard, who on the
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27th, by appointment of the President, assumed
the command vacated by the death of Gen.
McPherson. The line was thus prolonged due
south, facing east, and south of Proctor’s Creck.
Apprehending that Gen. Hood might again im-

prove the opportunity to attack the Federal
army while in motion, Gen. Sherman on the

28th disposed of Gen. Davis’s division of the

14th corps so that it might be within easy sup-
porting distance of the flank of Gen. Howard’s
new line, in the event of a strong rebel demon-
stration in that quarter. The enemy was not
slow to perceive thag Gen. Sherman was grad-
ually swinging arouttd toward the Macon road,
and to oppose the movement massed his troops
in the same direction. About noon of the 28th
Gen. Stewart’s corps eame out from Atlanta by
the Bell's Ferry road, and, forming on open
ground, advanced in long parallel lines upon
Gen. Logan’s troops, fortunately sheltered be-
hind the customary breastworks of rails, ex-
pecting to find his flank “in air.” TFor up-
ward of four hours a series of desperate attacks
were made upon Gen. Logan’s position, which
were uniformly repelled with loss. Again and
again the rebel columns were brought up to the
breastworks, only to recoil shattered and bleed-
ing before the steady volleys of musketry and
the incessant discharges of grape and canister
by which they were assailed. The few officers
and men who reached the rail piles were either
killed or taken prisoners. Shortly after 4
o’clock the enemy retired, leaving his killed and
wounded in our hands, and having experienced
a total loss estimated by Gen. Sherman at five
thousand. The Federal loss was under six hun-
dred. By some inadvertency Gen. Davis’s di-
vision failed to come up to the support of Gen.
Logan, whereby an opportunity was lost to
strike the assailing rebel columns in flank, and
probably to put them to a disastrons rout.

About this time Gens. Hooker and Palmer
resigned the command of their corps, and were
succeeded, the former by Gen. Slocum, and the
latter by Gen. Jeff. C. Davis. Gen. Slocum,
however, being absent at Vicksburg, the com-
mand of the 20th corps was temporarily as-
sumed by Gen. A. S. Williams. Gen. D. S.
Stanley also succeeded Gen. Howard in com-
mand of the 4th corps,

Failing to dislodge Hood from Atlanta in this
way, Gen. Sherman next resorted to a further
extension of his right, in the hope of flanking him
in that direction. Tlie 23d corps, supported by
the 14th, was accordingly, on the 5th and 6th
of August, transferred from the left to a posi-
tion somewhat below Utoy Creek, a small af-
fluent of.the Chattahoochee, where it joined
on Gen. Logan’s right and formed our right
flank. Demonstrations of more or less import-
ance were made against the enemy’s works
during thoe prolongation of the right, but every-
where he was found well protected behind an
admirably constructed linc of defences, within
which was a second line, comprising a series of
redoubts of great thickness ot parapet and good
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command, connected throughout by a contin-
uous infantry parapet, covered by abatis, che-
veaux-de-frise, and other impediments of the
most approved kind. This inner line of works
completely enveloped Atlanta, and thence ex-
tended for six miles along the railroad track to
East Point, previously described as jointly used
by the Atlanta and West Point and Macon and
Western Roads, thus covering the latter. The
Federal army, instead of threatening the city on
the north and east, was now so shifted from its
first position that, while the extreme left cov-
ered the northern approaches to Atlanta, the ex-
treme right was southwestof it, running parallel
to the railroad. The Federal lines were drawn
at an average distance of two and a half miles
from the city, and between them and the rebel
works intervened a narrow belt of rongh and
wooded country, the scene of constant skirmish-
ing between the opposing forces. Thus Gen.
Hood, though in inferior force to Gen. Sher-
man, having the advantage of interior lines, and
acting strictly on the defensive behind almost
impregnable works, seemed able to hold his
position for an indefinite period. Ie had re-
cently been reénforced by some veteran troops
and by a body of several thousand Georgia mi-
litia, and had also added considerably to his
fighting material by arming and organizing la-
borers, teamsters, and quartermasters’ men,
whose places were supplied by negroes.

A survey of the situation satisfied Gen. Sher-
man that Gen. Iood’s lines could only be car-
ried at a fearful sacrifice of life, and that in
order to reach the Macon Road and control the
supplies 6f Atlanta, a new movement by the
right flank, in which nearly the whole army
should participate, must be attempted. He ac-
cordingly determined to withdraw one corps to
the intrenched position at the railroad bridge
over the Chattahoochee, to protect communica-
tion with his base, and with his remaining
troops to march rapidly to the southwest and
south of the city, and crossing the two rail-
roads, break them up in such a manner that im-
mediate repairs would be impossible. The
movement thus resolved itself into a raid, as
the term is understood in modern military par-
lance, on a truly gigantic scale, and, if success-
ful, would probably cut off Atlanta for months
from its supplies and compel its evacuation.
It involved, in brief, to use Gen. Sherman’s
own words, ‘‘the necessity of raising the siege
of Atlanta, taking the field with our main force,
and using it against the communications of At-
lanta, instead of against its intrenchments.”
By the 16th of August his plans were com-
pleted ; but, before commencing to put them in
execution, he ascertained that Gen. Wheeler,
with nearly the whole force of rebel cavalry,
had moved round in a northeasterly direction
to cut his commmunications between Marietta
and Chattanooga. Thinking that in the ab-
sence of Gen. Wheeler the Federal cavalry
might perhaps accomplish the task he had
marked out for the whole army, he temporarily
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suspended his orders and directed Gen. Xil-
patrick, recently returned to duty, to move
across the railroads and tear them up thorough-
ly. Gen. Kilpatrick started on the 18th with
a force of five thousand men, struck the Atlanta
and West Point Road at Fairburn and the Macon
road at Jonesboro, and Lovejoy’s; but, being
harassed by the enemy at each place, could
effect no permanent damage. e finally re-
turned on the 22d by way of Decatur, bringing
one hundred prisoners, three flags, and one
piece of artillery. .

This satisfied Gen. Sherman that his original
plan must be adhered to, and preparations for
carrying it out were pressed with renewed ac-
tivity. A battery of 43-inch rifled guns was
meanwhile put in position, and by its well-
directed discharges impressed the enemy with
the belicf that regular siege operations were
in progress, thus aiding to mask the new move-
ment, It also materially interrupted the run-
ning of the rebel supply trains on the Macon
road, and was the canse of several conflagra-
tions in Atlanta. Notwithstanding the latter,
the enemy held resolutely to their forts, with
the evident intention of suffering the city to
perish rather than abandon their position. On
the night of the 25th, every thing being in
readiness, and the wagons loaded with fifteen
days’ provisions, the 4th and 20th corps, occu-
pying the extreme left, were moved quietly
out of their intrenchments, and marched, the
former to a position in the rear of the Army of
the Tennessee, and the latter to the railroad
bridge over the Chattahoochee and the adjacent
ferries, which it was appointed to guard. On
the succeeding night the 4th corps was moved
southward toward Red Oak and Fairburn sta-
tions, on the Atlanta and West Point road,
twelve or fiftcen miles south of Atlanta, fol-
lowed by the Army of the Tennessee, and on
the morning of the 27th the whole front of
the city wias uncovered, except that portion
occupied by the 23d corps, which alone re-
mained within its intrenchments. In like
manner the 23d corps was withdrawn from its
intrenchments and formed the left of the new
line, of which the Army of the Cumberland
held the centre, and the Army of the Tennes-
see the right. These operations were viewed
with undisguised wonder by the rebel troops
from within their fortifications, and seemed
to give color to the belief that Gen. Sherman
had commenced a retreat. A skirmish line
sent out toward the bridge, after the with-
drawal of Gens, Thomas and Howard, encoun-
tered the 20th corps intrenched behind a strong
téte de pont, and returned more bewildered if
possible than before.

On the morning of the 28th, the Armies of
the Cumberland and the Tennessec lay between
Fairburn and Red Oak in 2 line facing east and
north. The day was devoted to a thorough
destruction of the West Point Railroad be-
tween these points, and some distance above.
“It was done,” says Gen. Sherman, “with a
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will. Twelve and a half miles were destroyed,
the ties burned, and the iron rails heated and
tortured by the utmost ingenuity of old hands
at the work. Several cuts were filled up with
trunks of trees, with logs, rock and earth, inter-
mingled with loaded shells prepared as tor-
pedoes, to explode in case of an attempt to clear
them out.” On the 30th the army was again
in motion in a southeasterly direction, aiming
to strilce the Macon Railroad from Rough and
Ready to Jonesboro. Gen. Hood now began
to understand the object of Gen. Sherman’s
movement; but still ignorant, apparently, that
nearly the whole Federal army was moving
upon his eommunications, he contented himself
with sending Gens. Hardee and S. D. Lee's
corps to Jonesboro, where they intrenched, re-
maining in Atlanta with Gen. Stewart’s corps
and the militia, Gen, Howard, marching due
east from Fairburn, arrived within half a mile
of Jonesboro on the evening of the 80th; but
encountering Gens. Hardee and Lee, he halted
for the night in a strong position, and proceeded
to throw up intrenchments. The remainder
of the army, moving en echelon to the left, did
not succeed in reaching the railroad.

Meanwhile the 15th corps, having seized a
prominent hill which formed the key to the
eneniy’s position, took post in the centre of the
Army of the Tennessee, the 16th somewhat
retired, holding the extreme right, and the
17th the left. The 15th corps spent the night
in intrenching, and early next day, before the
right and left flanks had taken up their ad-
vanced position, the enemy burst in masses on
the 15th corps, but were steadily and repeat-
edly repulsed, losing several general officers, in-
cluding Major-Gen. Anderson, mortally wound-
ed, and five colonels and majors (wounded)
taken prisoners, besides upward of three thou-
sand rank and file killed, wounded, and cap-~
tured. The Federal loss was slight, as the men
fought behind breastworks. It was observed
that the rebel attacks lacked the enthusiasm
and dash which had characterized the severe
assaults before Atlanta. -During the 81st the
23d and 4th corps reached the railroad near
Rough and Ready, and commenced destroying
it north and south from that point, in the same
thorough manner which had characterized their
operations on the West Point road.

Upon the repulse of the enemy on. the after-
noon of the 81st, Gen. Sherman directed Gen.
Howard to hold him in his fortifications until
the remainder of the army could close in upon
him. The 14th corps only, having a compar-
atively short distance to travel, succeeded in
getting up to Jonesboro on September 1st, the
other two being too far from the field, and too
much embarrassed by the difficuit character of
the country and the want of good roads, to move
with rapidity. At 4 p. a. the 14th corps, which
had taken position on the left of the Army of
the Tennessee, was ordered to assault the ene-
my’s works, Gen. Sherman fearing that, if he
waited for the arrival of Gens. Schofield and
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Stanley, darkness might intervene, and the
enemy escape without a fight, The troops
steadily advanced under a withering fire of
musketry and artillery, and after a desperate
conflict of two hours drove the enemy from
their works, capturing two batteries—one of
them Loomis’ battery, captured at Chick-
amauga, some battle flags, and a large number
of prisoners, including Gen. Govan and the
greater part of his brigade, forming part of the
celebrated “fighting division” of Gen. Cle-
burne. Darkness now setting in, Gen. Hardee
was enabled to fall back seven miles to Love-
joy’s, where he intrenched himself in a natu-
rally strong position. Ilad Gens. Stanley and
Schofield succeeded in coming up in scason, he
would in all probability have been overwhelmed
and forced to capitulate.

Meanwhile, in Atlanta on the 1st, all was
excitement and consternation, as it gradually
transpired that the main body of the Federal
army lay between the city and Gen. Hardee.
Gen. ITood at once gave orders for the evacu-
ation of his works, and the destruction of such
stores and ammunition as could not be removed.
The removal of all the supplies and ammunition
that the transportation facilities of the army
would permit commenced early in the morn-
ing, and was continued throughout the day.
Large quantities of provisions were also dis-
tributed to the people, and the several bodies of
troops, as they were withdrawn from, the de-
fences and went through the city, were allowed
access to the public stores. The rolling stock
of the railroads, consisting of about one hun-
dred cars and six engines, was concentrated
near the rolling mill before dark, by which time
all the troops had passed through, with the ex-
ception of the rear guard, left to prevent strag-
gling. . The cars were then laden with the sur-
plus ammunition, and together.with the loco-
motives, depots, and store houses, and every
thing, in fine, which would be of use to the Fed-
eral army, fired about midnight. The flames
lit up the heavens for many miles, and the ex-
plosion of the ordmance trains was distinetly
heard by the army in front of Jonesboro, and
by Gen. Slocum at his position on the Chatta-
hoochee. The latter sent out a heavy recon-
noitring column at daybrealk on the 2d, which,
pushing forward without opposition, entered
the city at 9 o’clock, where it was et by the
mayor, who made a formnal surrender, at the
same time requesting protection for non-com-
batants and private property. This having
been freely granted, Gen. Ward's division
marched into the city with drums beating and
colors displayed, and the national flag was
raised over the Court House amidst hearty
cheers. Eleven heavy guns were found in the
fortifications, beside a number subsequently ex-
humed ; and among the additional spoils wera
three uninjured locomotives, three thousand
muskets in good order, a quantity of tobacco,
and other stores. Of the valuable machinery
in the workshops part had been removed to
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Augusta  and Macon, and part destroyed.
“We have,” says Gen. Sherman, in his de-
spatch announcing the capture of Atlanta, “as
the result of this quick, and, as I think, well-
executed movement, twenty-seven guns, over
three thousand prisoners, and have buried
over four hundred vebel dead, and left as
many wounded that could not be removed.
The rebels have lost, besides the important city
of Atlanta and their stores, at least five hun-
dred dead, twenty-five hundred wounded, and
three thonsand prisoners; whercas our aggre-
gate loss will not foot up fifteen hundred. If
that is not success I don’t know what is.”

Of the losses in killed, wounded, and miss-
ing, sustained by the Federal army up to this
period, the following table, based upon the most
trustworthy information at present attainable,
may be considered to give a fair estimate :

Skirmishing from Chattanooga to Resaca............
BAEI0 Of REBACR v oo s ooessamsrarcnsssvressbvmnsnasss 4,

Skirmishing from Resaca to Allatoona............... 500
Battles around Dallas........... 2 e vsea .o. 8,000
Battle of Kenesaw Mountain, July 27th. ............ 3,000

)
Lesser contests around Kenesaw, June 9th to July 1st 4,500
Skirmishing between Kenesaw and tho Chattahoochee 1,000
3 T B ST R A e e S e e T

“e of July 22d....

“  of July 28th...... A A b R
Skirmishing from July 17th to August 28th..........
Fighting at Jonesboro, Angust 31st and Sept. 1st.....
EonkoN i oavitlyy YRS 130 o) wiais doasioh s sispuliavhien

Of the total number, less than one-sixth
come under the head of missing. The loss in
cannon was fifteen pieces—ten in the battle of
July 22d, three taken from Stoneman, and two
abandoned by McCook. Notwithstanding these
casualties, amounting to nearly a third of the
force with which he set out from Chattanooga,
Gen. Sherman was enabled to report, after the
fall of Atlanta, that by the arrival of re-
enforcements, recruits, furloughed mep and
convalescents, ie had maintained his original
strength. Of the rebel losses it is more difficult
to form an estiimate, but the following is be-
lieved to be reasonably correct :

Loss in skirmishing from Chattanooga to Atlanta.... 6,000
Battlesat Resaca....... 2,500

& of July 20th.. .. 5,000
e T S 12,000
oL R ORI o Tl s 3hs Sed e simsraren sigmeaiel Sy 5,500
Lesser contests around Atlanta.......coevveeiecsens 1,500
BAUtIeB AL TOHORBOFO s« . cia.via sipiny o dubinie sisiainis s sin e sips 5,000
42,000

The enemy lost more than twenty general
officers, killed and wounded, according to their
own showing, besides from forty to fifty pieces
of cannon, of which eight were 64-pounders,
and over 25,000 stand of small arms. Their
loss in colors was also much greater than that
of the Federals.

Gen. Hood, upon abandoning Atlanta, di-
rected his march toward McDonough, whence
moving west he succeeded in forming a june-
tion with Gens. Hardee and Lec. On the 2d
Gen. Sherman followed in Gen. Hardee's traces,
but finding him intrenched in a position of great
strength, and learning the capitulation of the
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city, he desisted from further attack, and on the
4th gave orders for the army to proceed by easy
marches in the direction of Atlanta. On the 8th
the Army of the Cumberland encamped around
the city, that of the Tennessee about East Point,
and that of the Ohio at Decatur.  Atlanta it-

‘self was held by Gen. Slocum’s (20th) corps.

Previous to the departure of the cavalry un-
der Gen. Wheeler, on their raid against tho
railroad communications of Gen. Sherman, as
mentioned above, the latter had cnjoyed a com-
parative immunity from such demonstrations.
This was mainly the result of the skilful dis-
positions which he had made for guarding the
road between Atlanta and Chattanooga. In
the latter place he had also wisely accumulated
a sufficient quantity of stores to render him in
a measure independent of Nashville, in tho
event of any interruption of travel between the
two places. He consequently felt little imme-
diate uneasiness upon hearing of the departuro
of Gen. Wheeler, but rather congratulated him-
self that he was at a critical moment superior
to the enemy in cavalry. Gen. Wheeler left
Atlanta soon after the miscarriage of Gen.
Stoneman’s raid, with a mounted force of six
thousand men, and moving around to the north-
east, struck the Western and Atlanta road near
Adairsville, just midway between Atlanta and
Chattanooga. Iere he succeeded in capturing
nine hundred beef cattle. He next approached
the road at Calhoun, nine miles north of Adairs-
ville, where he committed some damage, and on
August 14th made his appearance at Dalton, of
which place, * to prevent the effusion of blood,”
he demanded the immediate and unconditional
surrender. Col. Leibold, who held the town
with five hundred or six hundred men, replied
that he had ‘“been placed there to defend the
post, but not to surrender.” Apprising Gen.
Steedman, in command at Chattanooga, of his
danger, he kept Gen. Wheeler at bay until the
next day, when reénforcements arrived from
that place, by whose aid the enemy were driven
off in confusion. Gen. Wheeler then passed np
into East Teunessee, leaving the Federals to
repair at their leisure the damage he had done,
and in a few days the railroad was again in
good running order between Atlanta and Chat-
tanooga. He subsequently destroyed a con-
siderable portion of the road between Chat-
tanooga and Knoxville, and moving west dur-
ing the latter part of August and first weck of
September, made strenuous efforts to interrupt
railroad and telegraph communication between
Chattanooga and Nashville; but being pursued
by Gens. Rousseau, Steedman, and Granger,
he was speedily driven toward Florence, and
thence into Northern Alabama. The damage
committed by him between Chattanooga and
Atlanta was so slight, that Gen. Sherman,
writing from the latter place on September
15th, was enabled to say, “ Onr roads and tele-
graphs are all repaired, and the cars run with
regularity and speed.” 3

The news of the capture of Atlanta reached
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Washington on Sept. 2d, and immediately
elicitedg:he following exi)ressmn of thanks

from President Lincoln : e
EOUTIVE MAXNSION, WASHINGTON. Sept. 2,

The natioE:l thanks are tendered by the President
to Maj.-Gen. Sherman and the gallant officers and
soldiers of his command, before Atlanta, for the dis-
tinguished ability, courage, and perseverance dis-

layed in the campaign in Georgia, which, under

ivine Power, resulted in the capture of the city of
At’ﬂ?aﬁmrches, battles, sieges, and other military
operations that has signalled this campaign, must
render it famous in the aunals of war, and have en-
titled those who have participated there, to the ap-
plause and thaunks of the Nation. :
(Signed) ABRAHAM LINCOLN.

Orders were also given for the firing of na-
tional salutes at the principal arsenals, and the
11th of September was appointed a day of sol-
emn national thaunksgiving for the signal suc-
cesses of Gon. Sherman in Georgia, and of Ad-
miral Farragut at Mobile. The following is Gen.
Sherman’s congratulatory address to his troops:

HEADQUARTERS MiLrrary DivisioN oF Tnr Miss,, }
In 1E FIiELD, ATLANTA, GA., Sept. 8.
Special Field Orders No. 68.

The officers and soldiers of the Armies of the Cum-
berland, Ohio, and Tennessee, have already reccived
the thanks of the nation through its President and
Commander-in-Chief'; and it now remains only for him
who has been with you from the beEinning, and who
intends to stay all t{]e time, to thank the officers and
men for their intelligence, fidelity, and courage dis-
played in the campaign of Atlanta.

Oyn the first of May our armies were lyin};ig in garri-
son, seemingly quie{, from Knoxville to Huntsville,
and our enemy lay behind his rocky-faced barrier at
Dalton, proud, defiant, and exulting. He had had
time since Christmas to recover from his discomfiture
on the Mission Ridge, with his ranks filled, and a
new commander-in-chief, second to none of the Con-
federacy in reputation for skill, sagacity, and extreme
popularity.

Xll at once our armies assumed life and action, and
appeared before Dalton ; threatening Rocky Face we
threw ourselves upon hesnca, and the rebel army
only escaped by the rapidity of its-retreat, aided by
the numerous roads with which he was familiar, and
which were strange to us.

Again he took post at Allatoona, but we gave him
no rest, and by a circuit toward Dallas and subse-
quent movement to Ackworth, we gained the Alla-
toona Pass. Then followed the eventful battles
about Kenesaw, and the escape of the enemy across
Chattahoochee River.

The crossing of the Chattahoochee and breaking
of the Augusta road was most handsomely executed
by us, and will be studied as an example in the art
of war. At this stage of our game our enemies be-
came dissatisfied with their old and skilful com-
mander, and sclected one more bold and rash. New
tactics were adopted. Gen. Hood first boldly and
rapidly, on the 20th of July, fell on our right at
Peach Tree Creek, and lost.

Again, on the 22d, he struck our extreme left, and
was severely unisi:ed; and finally again, on the
28th, he repeated the attempt on our right, and that
time he mnst have been satisfied, for since that date
he has remained on the defensive. We slowly and

adually drew our lines about Atlanta, fecling for
ge railroads which supplied the rebel army and
made Atlanta a place of importance.

We must concede to onr cnemy that he met these
efforts patiently and skilfully, but at last he made
the mistake we had waited for so long, and sent his
cavalry to our rear, far beyond the reach of recall.
Instantly our cavalryagvns on his only remaining
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road, and we followed quickly with our principal
army, and Atlanta fell into our possession as the
fruit of well-concerted measures, backed by a brave
and confident army.

This completed the grand task which had been
assigned us bK our Government, and your General
again repeats his personal and official thanks_to all
the officers and men composing this army, for the
indomitable courage and perseverance which alone
could give success.

We have beaten our enemy on every ground he
has chosen, and have wrested from him his own
Gate City, where were located his foundries, arse-
nals, and workshops, deemed secure on account of
their distance from our base, and the seeming im-
pregnable obstacles intervening. Nothing is impos-
sible to an army like this, determined to vindicate
a Government which has rights wherever our flag
has once floated, and is resolved to maintain them at
nnf' and all costs.

n our campaign many, yea, very many of our
noble and gallant comrades have preceded us to our
common destination, the grave; but they have left
the memory of deeds on which a nation can build a
proud history. Gens. McPherson, Harker, McCook,
and others dear to us all, are now the binding links
in our minds that should attach more closely to-
gether the living, who have to complete the task
which still lics before us in the dim future. °

I ask all to continue as they have so well begun the
cultivation of the soldierly virtues that have enno-
bled our owu and other countries. Courage, pa-
tience, obedience to the laws and constituted authori-
ties of our Government; fidelity to onr trusts, and

ood feeling among each other; each trying to excel
the other in the practice of those high qualities, and
it will then require no prophet to foretell that our
country will in time cmer%:a from this war, purified
by the fires of war, and worthy its great founder, Wash-
ington. W. T. SHERMAN, Maj.-Geen. Com’ng.

Upon arriving in Atlanta, Gen. Sherman de-
termined that the exigencies of the service re-
quired that the place should for the present be
appropriated exclusively for military purpases,
and orders were immediately issued for the
departuré of all civilians, both male and fe-
male, excepting those in the employment of
the Government. The following conveys the
intentions of Gren. Sherman :

HEADQUARTERS POST OF ATLANTA,
ATLANTA, GA., Sept. b, 1864 }
General Order No, 8.

All families living in Atlanta, the male representa-
tives of which are in the service of the Confederate
States, or who have gone south, will lcave the city
within five days. They will be passed through the
lines and go south.

All citizens from the North, not connected with
the army, and who have not authority from Maj.-
Gen. Sherman or Maf.-Gen. Thomas to remain in
the city, will leave within the time above mentioned.
If found within the city after that date, they will be
imxrisoued.

11 male residents of this city, who do not register
their names with the city Provos{-Marshal within
five days and receive authority to remain here, will
be imprisoned. WM. COGSWELL,

Col. Commanding Post.

A truce of ten days was accordingly pro-
posed, in a letter from the Federal general to
Gen. Hood, then encamped near Lovejoy’s, to
which the latter made the following reply :

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF Tuk TENNESSEE, }

Orrice CluEF OF STAFF, Sept. 9, 1864, |

Major-Gen. Sherman, Comm’ g U. S. forces in Georgra :
G{ENEIIAL: Your letter of ycsterday’s date, borne
by James W. Ball and James R. Crew, citizens of
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Atlanta, is received. You say therein: “I deemit to
be to the interest of the United States that the citi-
zens residing in Atlanta should remove,” ete. I do
not consider that I have any alternative in the mat-
ter. T therefore accept your proposition to declare a
truce of ten da{ls, or such time as may be necessary
to accomplish the purpose mentioned, and shall ren-
der all the assistanee in my power to expedite the
transportation of citizens in this direction. I suggest
that a staff officer be appointed by you to superintend
the removal from the city to Rougl{ and Ready, while
I a:}zgomt a‘similar officer to control their removal
further south; that a guard of 100 men be sent by
either party, as you propose, to maintain order at
that place ; and that the removal begin next Monday.

And now, sir, permit me to say that the unprece-
dented measure you propose, transcends in studied
and ingenious cruelty all acts ever before brought to
my attention in the dark history of war.

§n the name of God and humanity I protest, be-
lieving that you will find you are expelling from their
homes and firesides the wives and children of a brave
people.

I am, General, very respectfully, your obedient
gervant, J. B. HOOD, General.

Official : McA. Hoxmyrrt, Lieutenant, ete.

Accompanying the above letter was one ad-
dressed to Col. Calhoun, Mayor of Atlanta, as
follows:

BEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE TENNESSEE,
September 9, 1864, }
Hon. James M. Calhoun, Mayor :

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt
of your letter touching the removal of the citizens of
Atlanta, as ordered by Gen. Sherman. Please find
inclosed my reply to Gen. Sherman’s letter. I shall
do all in my power to mitigate the terrible hardships
and misery that must be brought upon your people
by this extraordinary order of the Federal com-
mander. Transportation will be sent to Rough and
Rcudg to carry the people and their effects further
Sonth.

You have my deepest sympathy in this unlooked
for and unprecedeuted affliction.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. B, HOOD, General.

The following is Gen. Sherman’s reply to
Gen. Hood :

HEeADQUARTERS MILrrAryY DivisioN oF THE MIssissrery,
Ix THE FIELp, ATLANTA, Ga., Sept. 10, 1864. !'
Gen. J. B. Hood, Commanding Army of the Tennes-
see, Confederate Army !

GrnNerAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the
receipt of your letter of this date at the hands of
Moessrs. Ball and Crew, consenting to the arrange-
ments I had proposed to facilitate the removal south
of the people of Atlanta, who prefer to go in that di-
rection. inclose you a copy of my orders, which
will, I am satisfied, accomplish my purpose perfectly.
You style the measure proposed ‘‘unprecedented,’”
and appeal to the dark history of war for a parallel as
an act of “‘studied ungenerous cruelty.” It is not

unprecedented; for Gen. Johnston himself very .

wisely and properly removed the families all the way
from Dalton down, and I see no reason why Atlanta
should be excepted. Nor is it necessary to appeal to
the dark history of war, when recent and modern ex-
amples are so handy. You, yourself, burned dwell-
ing-houses along your parapet, and I have seen to-
day fifty houses that you have rendered uninhabita-
ble, because they stood in the way of your forts and
me. N

You defended Atlanta on a linc so close to the
town, that every cannon-shot, and many musket-
shots from our line of intrenchments, that overshot
their mark, went into the habitations of women and
children, Gen. Hardee did the same at Joneshoro,
and Gen. Johnston did the same, last summer, at
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Jackson, Miss. I have not accused you of heartless
cruelty, but merely instance those cases of very re-
cent occurrence, and could go on and cnumerate
hundreds of others, and challenge any fair man to
judge which of us has the heart of pity for the fami-
ies of ‘“brave people.”” I say it 18 a kindness to
those families of Atlanta to remove them now at once
from scenes that women and children should not be
exposed to; and the brave pecople should scorn to
commit their wives and children to the rude barba-
rians, who thus, as you say, violate the laws of war,
as illustrated in the pages of its dark history.

In the name of common sense, I ask you not to ap-
peal to a just God in such a sacrilegious manner—you
who, in the midst of peace and prosperity, have
plun%cd a nation into civil war, ‘“dark and cruel
war,” who dared and badgered us to battle, ingulted
our flag, seized our arsenals and forts that werc left
in the honorable custody of a peaceful Ordnance
Sergeant, seized and made prisoners of war the very
garrisons sent to protect your people against negroes
and Indians, long before any overt act was committed
by the “to you” hateful Lincoln government, tricd
to force Kentucky and Missouri into the rebellion
in spite of themselves, falsified the vote of Louisiana,
turned loose your privateers to plunder unarmed
ships, expelledyUnion families by the thousand, burn-
ed their houscs, and declared by act of Congress the
confiscation of all debts duc Northern men for goods
had and received. Talk thus to the marines, but not
to me who have seen these things, and will this day
make as much sacrifice for the peace and honor of
the South as the best-born Southerner among you.
If we must be enemies, let us be men, and fight it out
as we propose to-day, and not deal in such hypocriti-
cal appeals to God and humanity. God will judge me
in good time, and He will pronounce whether it be
more humane to fight with a tosn full of women, and
the families of a ‘“brave people” at our backs, or to
remove them in time to places of safety among their
own friends and people.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. T. SHERMAN, Maj.-Gen. Com’g.

The following is the truce agreed upon be-
tween the two generals:

HEeADQUARTERS Mirrrary DIvision, Mrssissippr,
Ix Tue Frevp, ATLANTA, GA., Sept. 10, 1864, }'
Special Field Order No. 0.

1, Pursuant to an agreement between Gen. J. B.
Hood, commanding the Confederate forces in Geor-
gia, and Maj.-Gen. W, T. Sherman, commanding this
Army, a truce is hereby declared to exist from day-
light of Monday, September 12, until daylight of
Thursday, September 22—ten (10) full days—at &

oint on the Macon Railroad known as Rough and

eady, and the country round about for a circle of
two (25 miles radius, together with the roads leading
to and from, in the direction of Atlanta and Lovejoy
station, respectively, for the purpose of affording the
people of Atlanta a safe means of removal to points
south. .

2. The Chief Quartermaster at Atlanta, Col. Easton,
will afford all the citizens of Atlanta who elect to go
south all the facilities he can spare to remove them,
comfortably and safely, with their effects, to Rough
and Ready station, using cars and ambulances for
that purpose; and commanders of regiments and
brigades may use their regimental and staff’ teams to
carry out the object of this order; the whole to cease
after Wednesday, 21st inst.

3. Maj.-Gen. Thomas will cause a guard to be
established on the road out beyond the camp ground,
with orders to allow all wagons and vehicles to pass
that are used manifestly for this purpose; and Maj.-
Gen. Howard will send a gnard of one hundred men,
with a field officer in command, to take post at Rough
and Ready during the truce, with orders, in concert
with a guard from the Confederate army of like size,
to maintain the most perfect order in that vicinity
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during the transfer of these families. A whic‘e fla
will bge displayed during the truce, and a guard wlﬁ
cause all wagons to leave at 4 r. M- of Wednesday, the
21st instant, and the guard to withdraw at dark, the
i he next morning.
truce to termintte the s -Gon. W. . SHERMAN,
L. L¥ Daxrox, Aide-de-Camp.

The civic authorities made a final appeal to
Gen. Sherman to revoke or modify his order,
which, with his reply, is here appended:

ATLANTA, GA., September i_l, 1864,

jor- 1 W. 1. Sherman :
Ha&r: G’I?I?;rﬁndcrsigned, Mayor, and two members

ncil for the City of Atlanta, for the time being
glgecg:ly legal organ gf the people of the said city to
express their wants and wishes, ask leave most
earnestly but respectfully to petition you to recon-
sider the order requiring them to leave Atlanta. At
first view it struck us that the measure would involve
extraordinary hardship and loss, but since we have
seen the practical execntion of it, so far as it has
progressed, and the individual condition of many of
the people, and heard the statements as to the incon-
venience, loss, and suffering attending it, we are
satisfied that the amount of it will involve in the ag-
gregate consequences appalling and heart-rending.
any poor women are in an advanced state of preg-
nancy ; others having young children, whose hus-
bands, for the greater part, are either in the army,
prisoners, or dead. Some say: ‘I have such a one
sick at my house; who will wait on them when I am
gone?” Others say: “ What are we to do; we have
no houses to go to, and no means to buy, build, or
rent any; no parents, relatives, or friends to go to,”
Anocther says: “I will try and take this or that arti-
cle of propert{;; but such and such things I must
leave behind, though I need'them much.” ~We reply
to them: ‘Gen. Sherman will carry ﬁour pro]pel‘ty
to Rough and Ready, and then Gen, Hood will take
it thence on;”’ and they will reply tq that: ‘But I
want to leave the railroad at such a place, and can-
not get conveyance from thence on.”’

We cnly refer to a few facts to illustrate, in part,
how this measnre will operate in practice. As you
advanced, the people north of us fell back, and be-
fore your arrival here a large portion of the people
here had retired south; so that the country south of
this is already crowded, and without sufficient houses
to accommodate the people, and we are informed that
many are now staying in churches and other out-
buildings. This being so, how is it possible for the
people still here (mostly women and children) to find
shelter, and how can they live through the winter in
the woods? no shelter or subsistence; in the midst
of strangers who know them not, and without the
ﬁower to assist them much if they were willing to

0 50,

This is but a feeble picture of the consequences of
this mecasure. You know the woe, the horror, and
the suffering cannot be described by words. Im-
agination can only conceive of it, and we ask you to
take these things iuto consideration. We know your
mind and time are continually occupied with the
duties of your command, which almost defers us
from asking your attention to the matter, but thought
it might be that you had not considered the subject
in all of its awful consequences, and that, on reflec-
tion, you, we hope, would not make this people an
exception to mankind, for we know of no such in-
stance ever having occurred—surely not in the Uni-
.ted States. And what bas this helpless people done,
that they should be driven from their homes, to
wander as strangers, outcasts, and exiles, and to
subsist on charity ?

We do not know as yet the number of })eople still
here. Of those who are here, a respectable number,
if allowed to remain at home, could subsist for scy-
eral months without assistance; and a respectable
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number for a much longer time, and who might not
need assistance at any time.

In conclusion, we most earnestly and solemnly
petition you to reconsider this order, or modify it,
and suffer this unfortunate people to remain at home
and enjoy what little means they have,

Respectfully submitted, ;

A JAMES M. CALHOUN, Mayor.
i, E. Rawson, , %
S. C. Wewss, }Gouncxlmen.
GEN, SHERMAN’S REPLY.
HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE
MissIssIPpr, IN THE I'IELD,
ATLANTA, GA,, September 12, 1864, }
James M. Calhoun, Mayor, E. B, Rawson, and S. C.
Wells, representing City Council of Atlania :

GevtLEMEN: I have your letter of the 11th, in the
nature of a petition, to revoke my orders removing
all the inhabitants from Atlanta. have read it care-
fully, and give full credit to your statements of the
distress that will be occasioned by it, and yet shall
not revoke my order, simply becanse my orders are
not designed to meet the humanities of the case, but
to prepare for the future struggles in which millions,
yea, hundreds of millions of good people outside of
Atlanta have a deep interest. We must have Peace,
not only at Atlanta, but in all America. To secure
this we must stop the war that now desolates our
once happy and favored counfry. To stop war we
must defeat the rebel armies that are arrayed against
the laws and Constitution, which all must respect
and obey. To dcfeat these armies we must prepare
the way to reach them in their recesses provided with
the arms and instruments which enable us to accom-
plish our }i)(urpose.

Now, I know the vindictive nature of our enemy,
and that we may have many years of military opera~-
tions from this quarter, and therefore deem it wise
and prudent to prepare in time. The use of Atlanta
for warlike purposes is inconsistent with its character
as o home E)r amilies. There will be no manufac-
tures, commerce, or agriculture here for the main-
tenance of families, and sooner or later want will
compel the inhabitants to go. Why not go now,
when all the arrangements are completed for the
transfer, instead of waiting till the plunging shot of
contending armies will renew the scene of the past
month? Of course I do not apprehend any such
thing at this moment, but you do not suppose that
this army will be here till the war is over. I cannot
discuss this subject with you fairly, because I cannot
impart to you what I Eropose to do, but I assert that
my military plans make it necessary for the inhabit-
ants to go away, and I can only renew my offer of
services to make their exodus in any direction as easy
and comfortable as possible. You cannot qualify war
in harsher terms than I will.

War is cruelty, and you cannot refineit ; and those
who brought war on our country deserve all the
curses and maledictions a people can pour out. I
know I had no hand in making this war, and I know
I will inake more sacrifices to-day than any of you to
secure peace, But you cannot have peace and a di-
vision of our country. If the United States submits
to a division now, it will not stop, but will go on till
we reap the fate of Mexico, which is eternal war.
The United States does and must assert its authority
wherever it has power; if it relaxes one bit to pres-
sure it is gone, and I know that such is not the na-
tional feeling. This feeling assumes various shapes,
bnt always comes back to that of Union. Once ad-
mit the Union, once more acknowledge the authority
of the National Government, and instead of devotin,
your houses, and streets, and roads, to the dre
uses of war, I, and this army, become at once your
Protectors and supgox‘tcrs, shiclding you from danger,

et it come from what quarter it may. I know that a
few individuals cannot resist a torrent of error and
Eassion such as has swept the South into rebellion;
ut you can point out, so that we may know those
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who desire » Government and those who insist on
war and its desolation,

You might as well appeal against the thunder-storm
as against these terrible ha:(Tships of war. They are
inevitable, and the only way the people of Atlanta
can hope once more to live in peace and quiet at
home is to stop this war, which can alone be done by
admitting thaf it began in error, and is perpetuated
in pride. We don’t want your negroes, or your
horses, or your lang, or any thing you have, but we

o want and will have a just obedicnce to the laws
of the United States. That wo will have, and if it
involves the destruction of your improvements we
cannot help it. Youhave herctofore read public sen-
timent in your newspapers, that live by falsehood
and excitement, and the quicker you seek for truth
in other quarters, the better for you.

I repeat, then, that, by the original compact of
government, the United States had certain rights in
Georgia, which have never been relinquished and
never will be ; that the South began war by seizing
forts, arsenals, mints, custom-houses, &c., &c., long
before Mr. Lincoln was installed, and before the
South had one jot or tittle of provocation. I myself
have - seen in Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, and
Mississippi, hundreds and thousands of women and
children fleeing from your armies and desperadoes,
hungry and with bleeding feet. In Memphis, Vicks-
burg, and Mississippi, we fed thousands upon thou-
sands of the families of rebel soldiers left on our
bands, and whom we could not see starve, Now that
war comes home to you, you feel very different; you
deprecate its horrors, but did not fecl them when you
sentcar-loads of soldiers and ammunition, and mould-
ed shell and shot, to carry war into Keutucky and
Tennessee, and desolate the homes of hundreds and
thousands of good people, who only asked to live in
peace at their old homes, and under the Government
of their inheritance.

But these comparisons are idle. Iwant peace, and
believe it can only be reached through Union and
war; and I will ever conduct war pureTy with a view
to perfect and carly success.
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But, my dear sirs, when that peace does come, you
may call on me for any thing. Then will I share with
you the last cracker, and watch with you to shicld
your homes and families against danger from every
quarter. Now you must go, and take with you tho
old and feeble, feed and nurse them, and build for
them in more quiet places proper habitations to
shield them against the weather until the mad pas-
sions of men cool down, and allow the Union and
eace once more to settle on your old homes at At-
anta. Yours in haste,
W. T SHERMAN, Maj.-Gen.
In another communication to the Mayor
Gen. Sherman ordered the latter to announce
to the citizens: :
The government will furnish transportation south
as far as Rough and Ready; north, as far as Chatta-
nooga. All citizens may take their movable property
with. them. Transportation will be furnished for all
movables. Negroes who wish to do so may go with
their masters; other male negroes will be put in
Government employ, and the women and children
sent outside the linecs.

For the purpose of contributing to the com-
fort of those who were under orders to remove,
an extension of the truce was subsequently
obtained. The difficult and delicate task of su-
perintending the departure of these persons
was not effected without charges of cruelty
and peculation against the Federal officers, with
which for several weeks the Southern press
tecmed. Gen. Sherman, in a letter of Sept. 25,
says: “The truth is, that during the truce 446
families were moved south, making 705 adults,
860 children, and 470 servants, with 1,651
pounds of furniture and household goods on the
average to each family, of which we have a
perfect recollection by name and articles.”

CHAPTER XL.

Reorganization of the Army of the Potomac—Plans of Gen. Grant—Advance of the Army under Gen. Grant—Crosses the
Rappahannock—Xirst Day's Battle—Position of the Armies at Night—Burnside's Reserve brought on the Iield—
Subsequont Battlos—March to the Left—Battles at Spottsylvania Court House—Thanksgivings at the North—Disposal

of the Wounded.

Tue Army of the Potomac, under Gen.
Meade, in its reorganization was reduced to
three corps, as stated on previous pages. Maj.-

Gen. Warren was assigned to the command of .

the 5th army corps. The consolidation of
divisions and arrangemient of brigades was
made as follows: The commanding officer of
the 1st division of the old 5th corps was or-
dered to consolidate the three brigades into
two brigades, to be designated as the 1st and
2d brigades, 1st division, 5th army corps. The
old 2d division, 5th corps, was consolidated
into one brigade, and designated as the 8d bri-
gade, 1st division, 5th corps, commanded by
Brig.-Gen. R. B. Ayres. The old 8d division,
Bth corps, remained as the new 8d division,
5th army corps. The 2d brigade of the 3d
division, 1st army corps, was transferred to the

24 division, 1st army corps, and this division
afterwards designated as the 2d division, 5th
army corps. The 1st brigade of the 8d division,
1st army corps, was transferred to the 1st di-
vision, 1st army corps, and this division after-
wards designated as the 4th division, 5th army
corps. The designating flags of the old 8d
brigade, 1st division, 5th army corps; of the
old 2d division, 5th army corps; of the old 2d
brigade, 2d division, 5th army corps, and of
the 3d division, 1st army corps, were ordered to
be turned in to the corps quarterinaster.

The following was the assignment of general
officers to commands in the consolidated corps:

1—Brig.-Gen. J. 8. Wadsworth, commanding 4th
division,

2—DBrig.Gen. 8. W. Crawford, commanding 3d
division.
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lated. Free schools must be organized and sus-
tained for a time in part by northern capital.
Loyal presses, too, must be established, and the
social structure renovated and placed upon its
new basis of freedom, order, and law. While
this change was going on, though superintend-
ed mainly, and supported in part by persons
who had previously resided in the regionsto be
reclaimed, aid would be required for some time
from those sections which had not been despoil-
ed by the ravages of war. To the various local
refugee societies letters were addressed, and
their coGperation, counsel, and suggestions
sought. These organizations welcomed with
great cordiality the new movement, and united
with it as branches, or entered into harmonious
codperation with it. The American TUnion Com-
mission, as thus organized, had its headquarters
in New York city, but included auxiliaries in
Boston, Baltimore, Pittsburg, Cincinnati, Chi-
cago, Cairo, Memphis, Nashville, Charleston,
and other points. Its officers were Rev. Joseph
P. Thompson, D, D., President; Rev. Lyman
Abbott, Corresponding Secretary; H. G. Odi-
orne, Esq., of Cincinnati, Western Secretary ;
H. M. Pierce, LL.D., Recording Secretary;
A. V. Stout, Esq. (President of Shoe and Leath-
er Bank), Treasurer; and an Executive Com-
mittee of six members. Itsfundamental article,
approved, as was the whole work and purpose
ot the Commission, by the Government, stated
that it “is constituted for the purpose of aiding
and codperating with the people of those por-
tions of the United States which have been
desolated and impoverished by the war, in the
restoration of their civil and social condition
upon the basis of industry, education, freedom,
-and Christian morality,

About the 1st of October, 1864, the Cominis-
sion was fully organized for its work, and found
at first abundant occupation in relieving the
immediate necessities of homeless refugees, who
were brought from the South in Government
transports and landed upon the wharves in the
most destitute condition. Nearly 100,000 were
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thus thrown upon the charity of the benevolent
during seven or eight months of 1864-’65. The
Commission gathered them into barracks or
“homes” at St. Louis, Cairo, Louisville, Cincin-
nati, Indianapolis, New York, and other points
in the North, fed, clothed, and provided them
with medical care, and where it was possible
procured for them places, where, by their own
industry, they could obtain a livelihood. Ex-
perience in other organizations proved that the
retention of large numbers in camps and bar-
racks in a state of idleness, was injurious alike
to their health, their morals, and their subse-
quent efficiency, and hence the Commission
sought as speedily as possible to place all who
were able to work in situations where they
might obtain their bread by their labor. The
extraordinary campaigns of General Sherman,
and the sudden collapse of the rebellion, ren-
dered a different system necessary in the Sea-
board States. It was neither practicable nor
desirable to bring the thousands who flocked
into Savannah, Charleston, Wilmington, New-
bern, Goldsborough, Petersburg, and Richmond,
to the North. They must be aided in their
dire necessity at home, and as soon as practica-
ble assisted to sustain themselves. Provisions
were accordingly shipped to Savannah, Charles-
ton, Newbern, Richmond, and other points,
and careful and trustworthy agents despatched
with them to see to their honest and faithful
distribution. Pauperism, or the dependence
upon charity without effort at self-help, was
sternly discouraged ; the cities were districted,
and the applicants visited at their homes.

The Commission disbursed in money and
clothing from its New York office in six months,
$70,000, and the various auxiliary boards prob-
ably fully as much more. (The Boston Branch
expended $32,000.) Schools were opened in
Richmond and other cities of the South. Seeds
and agricultural implements were also furnished
to the impoverished people of the Southern
States, that they might be able to resume their
long interrupted industry.

CHAPTER XLV.

Position of Gen. Sherman at Atlanta—Position of Gen. Hood: his Movements—Operations of Gen. Forrest—The failure
to interrupt the Federal Cornmunieations—Plans of Gen. Sherman—His Orders—Distribution of his Army—Advance
of the Left Wing—Excitement in Georgia—Advaneo of the Rigbt Wing—Reaches the Ogeechee—Demonstration tow-
ard Augusta—Advance between the Ogeechee and Savanuah Rivers—Scouts reach the Coast—Reduction of Fort Mo~
Allister—Investment of S8avannah—Its Evacuation—Fnrther Proceedings.

Durme the month of September, the Federal
army in and about Atlanta were allowed to
rest from the fatigues of active military duty,
and many were sent home on furlough. The
railroad was employed to its utmost capacity
to bring forward sopplies and recruits, and
much was done in the construction of bar-

racks, and in strengthening the defences of
Atlanta. All this seemed to indicate Gen.
Sherman’s intention to make the city a base
for further operations southward, and to hold
it with & powerful garrison. From his recent
experience of the facility with which a cavalry
force could temporarily interrupt his long line




