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CHA.PTER XXXVIII. 

Position of the Armies at the beginning of 18G4-Gen. Sherman's march to Meridian-Opposing movements of tbe Enemy 
Gen. Gilmore's movements in Florida-Battle of Olustee-Campaign of Gen. Banks on tbe Red River-BattIes-Co_ 
operation of Gen. Steele-lis Results-Capture of Fort Pillow Bnd slaughter of tbe Garrison-Unsucc.ssful Operations 
in North Carolino. 

AT the commencement of the year, 1864, the 
Army of the· Potomac, under Gen. Meade,' was 
near Oulpeppel' OOllrt House, in Vil'ginia, with 
the army under Gen. Lee in front and south of 
hini. The Oonfederatc Gen. Early lUld been 
ordered to command the forces in the Shenan­
doah vallcy, with his headqnarters at Staunton. 
The Federal forces held Winchester, Martins­
burg, and Harper's Ferry, and occupied the 
line of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad in 
Western Virginia. Gen. Burnside was still at 
Knoxville, in East Tennessee, with a line ot' 
communication into Kentucky. Eastward of 
him ..vas Gen. Longstreet, with a division of the 
Oonfederate army. The army of Gen. Grant 
was in front of Ohattanooga, in the southeast 
corner of Tennessee, and a force of the ene21Y 
befol'e him lit Dalton, under Gen. Bragg. The 
following address to his soldiers had been is­
sued by Gen. Grant, near the close of 1863 : 

HEADQUARTERS i\hLITARY D1VlSTOX OF THE}
~lISSIssn>pl, IN 'l'lIE FJELD, 

CtU,TTANOOG.A, TEXN., December 10, 1863. 
The General commanding takes this opportunity 

of returning his sincere thauks and congratulations 
to the brave Armies of the Cumberland, the Ohio, the 
Tennessee, and their comrades from the Potomac, for 
the recent splendid and decisive successes achieved 
over tbe enemy. In a short time YOII have recovered 
from him the control of the Tennessee River, from 
Bridgeport to Knoxville. You dislodged him fl'om 
his great stronghold upon Lookout Mountain. drove 
him from Chattanooga valley, wrest.ed from his de­
termined ~rasp the possession of Missionary RidO'e, 
repelled With heavy fo ss t.o him his repeated ussau1ts 
upon Knoxville, forcing him to raise the siege there, 
driving him at all points, utterly routed nnd discom­
fited, Ileyond the limits of the tltute. By your noblo 
heroism and det.crmined courage, you have e!lectu­
ally defeated the plans of the enemy for regainiug 
possession of the States of Kentucky and Tennessee. 
You have sccured positions from which no rebellious 
power can dr;"e or dislodge you. For all tbis the 
General commanding thallks you eollecHvely and 
individually. The loyal people of the United !:ltates 
thank and bless you. Their hopes and prayers for 
your success against this unholy rebellion are with 
you. daily. Th.eir faith in you will no~ be in ,·ain. 
Their hopes Will ' uot be blasted. Their prayers to 
Almighty God will be answered. You will yet go to 
other fields of strife i aud wit,h the invincible bravery 
and unflinchin$ loya\t.y to justice aud right which 
have characterized you in the past, yon will pI'ove 
that no enemy can withstand YOll, a nd that no de­
fences, however formidable, can check your onward 
march. 

By order of Major-General U. S. GRANT. 
T. S. BOWERS, Ass't Adj.-Gen. 

The line of communieation of Gen. Grant 
extended to NasllVille by the railroad, through 
Stevenson and Murfreesboro'. }'lol'ence and 
Oorinth were also held by a Federal force until 

the earlier portion of the year, whe~ .the former 
was Occilpied by the enemy. Military posts 
consisting of fort.ifications ~nd heavy guns, ~Yi.th 
negro troops, were established on the M1SS.IS­
sippi River at Oairo, Oolumbus, New Madl'ld, 
Fort Pillow, MemphisjHelena, Goodrich's Land­
ing, Vicksburg, N atc lez, Port Hudson, Baton 
Rouge, New Orleans, and Forts Jackson and 
St. Philip. There were also forces at other 
points adjacent to these. A large force was 
under the command of Gen. Banks, in New Or­
leans, with dotachments at Brashear City, nnd 
at Brownsville, on the Rio Grande. Gen. 
Steele occupied Little Rock, Arkansas, with a 
considerable force, and Gen. Rosecrans, in com­
mand of the department, had a small body of 
troops in Missonri. The military positions on 
the coast of North Oaroliua anu South Carolina 
remained unchanged. 

The numher of troops in the field at the com­
mencement ot' the year can be only indefinitely 
estimated. Between October, 1863, and lIfay, 
1864, seven hundred thousand new troops took 
the field, as stated by Senator Wilson in Con­
gress. A portion of these suppliell the placo 
of the three yeurs' men whose term of service 
expired in 1864. A large majority of the lattcr, 
how eyer, reenlisted. 

The nnmlier of Oonfederate troops in the 
field known as veterans, in tho beginning of 
the year, was liS follows: That portion of the 
Southern army which constituted the force 
under Gen. Lee (counting in Gen. Longstreet, 
who commanded a portion of his army), num­
bered ninety thonsand troops. This is also 
counting in the troops which were in the vicin­
ity of j\ bingdou, Lynehburg, and other por­
tions of Southwestcrn Virginia and East Ten­
nessee, formerly under Gen. Samuel Jones, who 
was detachod from Gen. Lee's army late in Sep­
tember, 1863, to operate against Gen. Burnside, 
and afterwards under the command of Gen. 
Breckinridge. At Riohmond and at Peters­
burg there wero, not counting in citizens and 
home guards, about throe thousand men. Be­
tween Petersburg and Weldon there were one 
thousand men . l\long the railrond, between 
Weldon and Wilmington, there wore at least 
six thousand men. Th() forces under Gen. 
Pickett numbered eiglJt thousand men. Im­
boden· and Moscliy together had fOlll' thousand 
men-all gur,rrillns. This swelled the nrmy in 
Eastern Virginia and North Carolina to one 
hundred and twelve thousand strong. . 

The second great army in the (Jonfederacy 
was that under Gen. Johnston, a large portioll 
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of which W:l.S cavalry. The army known as 
the Army of the Tennesse~ will? ?~mposed .of 
two -corps, each having SIX. dlvlslons of lil­
fantry amonntinn- to thirty-sIX thousand men. 
There' lVere also"severn,1 di visions .of cavalry, 
nnmberinn- at least eighteen thousand men, 
making a~ aggrcgate o~ ?~y-four thousand. 
This included the four divIsIOns sent to reen­
force Gen. Polk, and the two divisions sent 
to Mobile, and the entire cavalry under Wheel­
er, Wharton, and John Morgan. Gen. John­
ston also had command of all the Confederate 
forces in Georgin, Alabama, and Mississippi, 
except those at Savannah, Mobile, and under 
Forrest, who had an independent (roving) com­
mission. Before the arrival of Gen. Shenr..an 
at Meridian, Gen. Polk hail. eighteen thousand 
troops, only two thousand of which were vet­
erans. 

The forces in Sonth Carolina and at Savan­
nah, under Gen. Beauregard, aud in Florida, 
under Gen. McCown, numbered ten thousand. 
This only included the veterans, or old soldiers, 
as the armies in these three localities above 
mentioned a little later numbered twenty-five 
thousand men. 

The next regular armies of the Confederacy 
were the Trans-Mississippi forces, scattered in 
ditrerent portions of Arkansas and Texas, and 
ell undel' the command of Lieut.-Gen. Kirby 
Smith, the army in Arkansas under Gen. 
Holmes, and the army in Texas nnder Gen. 
Magruder; the old soldicrs of which numbered 
tW blve thousand men. 

The forces at Mobile, under Gens. Maury and 
Claiborne, numbered about eight thousand. 
The forces under Gen. Forrest, and under Ohal­
mers, Lee, and Richardson, amounted. to six 
thousand, which included all the veterans in the 
rebel service. 

To this may be added, however, in the same 
line, twelve thousand soldiers engaged in im­
pOl·taut prison guard, and in the hospitn.ls and 
quartermasters' and commissary departments. 
There were also about two thousand men en­
gaged in the guerrilla warfare on the banks of 
the Mississippi. No other guerrilla bands of 
importance existed in Gen. Gmnt's dep.artment. 
There was not a single squad in Kentucky, East 

. antl Middle Tenne~see, Northern Alabama, or 
Northern Georgia. There were still several 
gnerrilla organizations in West Tennessee and 
Northern Mississippi. The people themselves 
had rid the country. 

The total of these veterans was two hundred 
and twenty-four thousand; to these were add­
ed, at the beginning of the year, onll hundred 
and. twenty thousand conscripts, making the 
nUlIber in th e service three hund.red and forty­
four thousand. 

The earliest operations of importance, in 
1864, consisted of a movement under Gen. 
Sherman from Vicksburg, Mississippi, to Me,'i­
dinn, Alabama; another under Gcn. Smith, 
from :Memphis, Tennessee, to cooperate with 
Gen. Sherman; another under Gen. Grant's 

ordcrs, from Chattanooga, Tennessee, upon 
Dalton, Georgia, and another under Gen. Scho­
field, who relieved Gen. Burnside upon the 
forces under Gen. Longstreet, in East Tennessee. 

Upon the return of Gen. Sherman from East 
Tennessee to Chattanooga, his command was 
stationed at Scottsboro', Alabama, and. thence 
along the Memphis and Chattanooga Railroad, 
to Huntsville. Nea r the end of Janun.ry, Gen. 
Sherman went to Memphis and Vicksburg, to 
command an expedition. Corinth was aban­
doned, and the Me.mphis Railroad eastward of 
Lagrange to Huntsville, and a large body of 
troops sent down the Mississippi to Vicksburg. 

The following letter was addressed. by Gen. 
Sherman, at this time, to his adjutant-general, 
relative to the conrse to be ]>ursued by subor­
dinate commanders of military districts to the 
inhabitants: 

HEADQUARTERS DEP!T OF TflE TENNESSEE, } 
VICKSnURG, tJantlllry Sl. 1864. 

Major 	R. .M. Sawl/er, Ass't Adj.· Gen. Arml/ of alO 
Tenne8scc, Huntsville. 

DEAR SAWYER: In my former letter I have an­
swered all your questions, save one, and that relates 
to the treatmcnt of inhabitants known or suspected 
to be hostile, or "secesh." This is in truth the most 
difficult busincss of our army as it advances and 'oe­
cupics the Southern country. It is almost impossi­
ble to lay down rules, and I invariably leave this 
whole subject to thc 10cIlI commanders, but am will­
ing to give them the bonefit of my acquired knowl­
edge (lnd expcrmcc. 

In Europe, whence we derive our principles of war, 
as developed by their histories, wars nre betweeu 
kings or rulers, through hired armies, and not be­
tween peoples. 

The war which ' prevails iu our land is essentially 
a war of raccs. The Southern people entered into I> 

clear compact of Government, but still maint.ained I> 

species of separate intcrests, histOIT, and prcju!lices. 
These latter became stronger and stronger, till (hey 
have led to a war which has developed the fruits of 
thc bittercst kind. 

We of the North nrc, bcyond all question, right in 
our lawful cnuse, but we are uot bound to ignore the 
fact t.hl>t tbe people of the South have prejudicc~ 
which form part of their nature, and which they can­
not throw off' withou t au effort of reason, or ·the 
slower process of o"turlll chllnge. Now, the que"­
tion arises, should we (reat as absolute enemies all 
in the South who differ from us in opinion or preju­
dice, kill or banish them; or should we give them 
Hme to think, Rnd ~radunlly change their conduct so 
as to conform to toe lIew order of things, which is 
slowly and gradually crecping into their country"? 

When men take arms to resist our rightful author­
ity, we are compelled t.o use force, becltuse all reason 
and argument eeasc when arms are resortcd to. 
"Then provisions, forage, horses, nudes, wagons, 
etc., 8·'·e used by our enemy, it is clcarly our duty 
and right to take thcm; because otherwise they might 
be used against us. 

In like manner, all houses left vacant by an lnlm,­
cal people arc clearly our right" or such llS arc needcd 
as storehouscs, hospitals, and quarters. But a ques­
tion arises as to dwellin§~s uscd by WOlDen, children, 
and non-combat.ants. 0 long (lS non-comblltllnts 
rcmain in thcir houscs and keep to their accustomed 
business, thcir opinions and prejudices can in no­
wise influence the ",ar, and therefore should not be 
noticed. Bllt if any oue comes out into the public 
streets and creates disorder, he or she should be 
punished, restrl>ined, or banished, either to the rear 
or front., as the officer in command adjudges. If the 
people, or allY of thcm, keep up a correspondence 
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wit~ partie~ in hostility, they are spies, and can be 
punIshed WIth death or minor punishment. 

These are wcll-established principles of war and 
the people of the Sonth having appealed to wa;, arc 
b~rred from appealing to our Constitution, which 
tliey have pract.ically and publicly defied. They 
h:lve appealed to war). and must abide its rules and 
laws. The United :;tates as a belligerent party
claimin~ right in the soil a~ t.he ultimate sovereign, 
have a rIght to change the popnlation, and it l!'ay be 
and is both politic and just, we should do so III cer­
tain districts. When the inhabitant·s persist 1.0 0 
long in hostilit.y, il may be both politic and right we 
should banish them and approprIate their lunas to a 
more loyal and useful popUlation. No man will deny 
that the United Stat.es would be benefited by d,s­
posse$sing a sin~le prejudiced, hard.headed, and dis­
loyal planter, an'a sub.stitut.ing in his.I?lnce II do.zen or 
more patient industrIOus, good fUlllllIes, even If tbey 
be of foreign' birth. I think it does good to present 
this view of the case to many Sout.hem gentlemen, 
who grew rich and we",lt.hy, not by virtue alone of 
their mdustry and skill, bul by reason of the pro­
tection and impetus to prosperit.)" gi,'en by our hith­
erto moderate and magnanimous Goyernmenf.. It 
is all idle nonsense for these Southern planters to 
say that they made the South, that they OWI\ it, and 
that they can do as they please-enn to break up 
our Government, and to shut up the natural avenues 
of trade, i,n tercourse, and commerce. 

We know, and they know, if they are intelli~ent 
beings;that, as compared with the whole world, they 
are but as five millions are to one thousand millions 
-that they did not create the land-that their only 
title to its use and usufruct is t.he deed of the United 
States; and if they appeal to war, they hold their all 
hy a very insecure tenure. 

For my part I belie,e t.hnt this war is the result of 
false pohtical doctrine, for which we are all as a peo­
ple responsible, viz. : that any nnd every people have 
a right to selt:government; and I would give all a 
clulUce to reflect., and when in error to recant. I 
know slave owncrs finding themselves in possession 
of a species of property in opposition to t.he growin~ 
sentiment of the whole civilized world, eonceive~ 
their property in danger, and foolishly appealed to 
war; and by skilful pOlitic:>1 handling involved with 
themselves the wholc South on the doctrines of crror 
and prejudice. I believe that some of the rich and 
slavebolding are prejudiced to an extent t.hat nothing 
but death and rum will extinguish, but hope that as 
the poorer and industrial classes of the South realize 
their relative weakness,and their dependence upon the 
fruits of the earth and good wi!1 of their fellow-men, 
they will not only discoyer the error of their ways, 
and repent of their hasty action, but bless those who 
persistently maintained a Constitutional Government, 
strong enough to sustain itself, protect its eitizens, 
and promise peaceful homes to millions yet unborn. 
. In this belief, whilst I assert .for our Government 
the highest military prcro"uth'es, I am willin~ to 
bear in patience that politicaTnonsense of slave rig'hts, 
State ri~hts, freedom of conscience, freedom of press, 
and sucn other trash ns have deluded the Southern 
people into war, anarchy, bloodshed, and the foulest 
crimes that have disgraccd nny time or any people. 

I would advise the commanding officers at Hunts­
ville, and such other town s as are occupied by our 
koops, to assemble t.he inhabitants and explain to 
them these plain, self-evident propositions, and t,ell 
them that it is for them now to say, whethcr they
and their children shall inlIerit the' beautiful land, 
which, by the accident of natlll"e, has falleu to t.heir 
.hare. The Governmcnt of the United States has in 
North Alabama !lny and all right. wbich they choose 
to enforce in war, to take thcir Ih'es, their homes, 
their lands, their every thing, because they cannot 
deny that war does exist there, and war is simply 
power unrestrained by constitution or compact. If 
they ,,:ant eternal war, well and good-we wIll uecept 

the issue and dispossess them, lInd/ut. o~lr friends in 
possession. I know thousands nn mIllions of good 
people who at simple notice, would come to North 
Alabama a~d accept the elegant houses (I'!d pla'!ta_ 
tions now there. If the people of HuntsvIlle thmk 
different let them persist in war three years longer, 
and t.he~ they will not be consult~d. Three years 
ago, by a little reflection and patIence they co.uld 
have had a hundred years of pe"ce and prosperIty, 
but they preferred war; very well, I:, s~ year they 
could have saved their slaves, but now It IS too late­
nil the powers of earth cannot restore to them their 
slaves lIny more than their dead grandfathers. Next 
year their lands will be taken, for in war we can take 
them, and ri{!l!tfuUy, too, and in another year th~y 
may beg in vain for their Ii,'es. A people who WIll 
persevere in war beyond a certain Iinlit, ought to 
know the consequences. Many, many people, with 
less pertinacity than the South, havc been wiped out 
of national existence. 

lIy own belief is that evcn now t.he non-slavchold­
ing classes of theflouth are aliennt.ing from their as­
sociates in war. Alrcady I hear crimmation. Those 
who have property left! should take warning in time. 

Since I have come aown here, I have seen many 
Southern planters who now hire ~hcir negroes, and 
acknowledge that thcy knew not the eart.hquake t.bey 
were to make by appealing to secession. They 
thought that the pohheians lIad prepared thc way, 
and that they could part in peace. 'l'hey now sec 
that we are bonnd together as one nation, by indis­
soluble ties, and that any intcrest or any people that 
set themselves up in antagonism to the nation, must 
perish. 

While I would not remit one jot or tittle of our 
nation's ri"hts, in peace or war, I do make allow­
ances for past political errors and false prejudices. 
Our national Congress and Supreme Courts are the 
proper arenas in which to discuss conflicting opin. 
\Ons and not the battle-field. 

You may not hear from me again, and If you think 
it will do any good, call some of the people together, 
and explain these my views. You may even read 
to them this letter, and let t.hem use it, so as to pre­
pare them for my coming. 

To those who submit to the rightful law and au­
thority, all gentleness and forbearance, but to the 
petulant and persistent secessionists, why, deat.h is 
mercy, and the quicker he or she is disposed of, t.he 
better. Satan, and the rebellious saints of heaven, 
were allowed a continuance of existence in hell, 
merely to swell their just punishment. 'fo such as 
would rebel against a Government so mild and just 
as ours was in peace, a pnnishment equal wonld not 
be nnjust. 

We are progressing well in this quarter. Though 
I have not changed my opinion that we may soon as­
sume the existence of our National Government, yet 
years will pass before ruffianism, murder, and rob­
bery will cease to atHiet t.his region of our country. 

Truly your friend, 
(Signed) W. T. SHERMAN, 

Major-General Commanding. 

The advance of Gen. Sherman's mo\'cment, 
consisting of the 17th corps, uuder Gen. :Mc­
Pherson, left Vicksburg on February 3d, in 
light marching order, with l'<,tions for some 
days. Th~ enemy were encountered after 
crossing the ;Big mack RiYer, during the day, 
and 80me skirmishing ensued. The encamp­
ment was made that night on the west side of 
Baker's Oreek, the enemy appearing in line of 
battle on the opposite side. The Confederate 
force consisted of about two thouSlmd cavalry 
under Gen. Whitworth, who was in command 
from Jackson \V~st\Vard. At Oanton there was 
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a force of about five thousand men under Gen. 
Loring, and at Meridian Gen. Polk with ten 
thousand more. The latter officer was in com­
mand of the department. 

The preparations for Gen. Sherman's expe­
dition lmd attracted the attention of the en­
emy, and many unaware of the difficulties of 
sllch a movement across the country, had sup­
posed his object mi~ht be an attack on Mobile. 
The uncertainty which existed is shown by 
~he following order, issued at a luter date: 

"lORn.E, F ebruArY 10 1864. 
DEAR SIR: I have jnst been informed by General 

Polk that the enemy IS moving from Morton against 
Mobile. It is, therefore, my dnt{' to ask all pe!"sons 
who cannot take part in the delence of the Clty to 
leave it. 

I am, sir, very respectfully yonrs, 
DABNEY MAURY, 

Major-General Commanding. 
To Col. JOHN !<'ORSYTH, Mobile. 

The Governor of Alabama, upon tIle first 
advance of the Federal troops from Vicksburg, 
issued the following address to the people : 

EXEOUTIVE DF.l"ART~JENT OF ALADA...'\lA, } 
MO"TGO:olERY, February 6, 1864. 

To tl.e People oj Ala~ama: 
The rccent action of Con,gress has deprived the 

State of mnch of the matcrlals of the second-class 
militia-. It is important to the defencc of thp State, 
that Alabama shall have more troops snbjec. to the 
call of her Commander-in-chicf. 'Ve have, within 
the State, the materials for an efficient army. It 
needs nothing but the spirit, the prompt and willing 
spirit to fight, 8S men olwht to fi"ht, to guard Our 
firesides and drive the hire1ingYankee from our bor­
ders. \Ve are threatened with ruids into the heart 
of the State. 

As your Executive Chief I call upon the middle 
ngcd, thc young men and boys, to orgnnize into com­
panies at once, and report, without del.lY, that they 
>Ire organized Ilnd ready. I cannot suppose that 
Alabamians will wait to he dmficd into the scrvice. 
'1'he enthusiastic reenlistment of our veteran troops 
in the Virginia Bud 'rennessec armies has caused a 
thrill of .i,oyful hope to animate thc hearts of even 
the croaking and despondent. If these bnttle-scarred 
heroes, who for thr~e years have carried their lives 
in-their hands, -,.eady to be sacrificed in the defence 
of their homes and liberty, are willing to battle on 
while the feet of a bated foc press our soil, shall we 
at home be laggards in the race of glory? I trust 
no such damning stigma shall rest upon the honored 
name of Alabama. 

I con6dentl:r expect a hearty, prompt, and noble 
response to thlS cnIl, 

The rolls of companies will be reported to the 
Adjutant-General. 

T. H. WATTS, Governor of Alabama. 

The foroe of Gen. Sherman consisted of 
two corps under Gen. McPherson and Hurl­
but, estimated at thirty thou'sand men, with 
sixty pieces of light artill(lry. He reached 
Jackson on Febrl'l:1ry 6th, and pressed forward 
toward Meridian. Tho enemy fell back, de­
stroying nil provision, nnd making a desert of 
the country. From Jackson Gen. Sherman 
erossed the Pearl River, and passed throutrh 
Brandon to Morton. Here the enemy had 
made dispositions for a battle, bnt retired during 
the night. _On the next day the army advanced 
and reached Meridian. The enemy state that 
all t.he Confeilel'ate Government property was 

previously removed, and nearly all the machi­
nery of the railroad company. The furce under 
Gen. Polk fell back across the Tombigbec. On 
his arrival at Meridian Gen. Sherman issued 
the following congratulatory address in his 
troops: 

Hr.:ADQU.aRTElUI, DEI·AV.TlfENT OF TUE TF.~'"Ny.s.sF.R, t 
MERIDIAN, MISS., Fcbrllarr 15,18&1. f 

The General Commanding conveys his congratu­
lations and thanks to the officers and men composing 
this command for their most successful accomplish­
ment of one of the great problems of the war. 
Meridian, t-he I!reat railway centre of the Southwest, 
is now in our posscssion, and by indnstry and hard 
work can be rendered useless to the enemy, and de­
prive him of the chief source of supply to his armies. 
Secrecy in plan and rapidity of execution accomplish 
the best results of war; and the General Command­
ing assures all t-hat by following their leaders fear­
lessly and with confidence they will in time reap tbe 
reward so dear to us alI-a peace thnt will never agaiu 
be disturbed in our country by n discontented mi­
nority. 

By order of W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major-General Commanding. 

On the same day he issued the following in­
structions : 

HRADQuARTJm~, DEPARTlfENT OF THE TENNESSEE, } 
MERIDIAN, MISS., Februnry 15, 1864. 

1. The destruction of thc railroads intersecting at 
:Meridian is of great importance, and should be done 
most cffectually. Every tie and mil for many miles 
in each direction should be absolutely destroyed or 
injurcd, and every bridge and culvcrt should be com­
pletelv destroyed. '1'0 insure this end, to General 
Hnrlbut is entrusted the destruction east and north, 
and to Geueral McPherson the roads west and sou tIl. 
The troops shonld be impressed with the importance 
of this work, and also that Hme is material, and 
therefore it should be begun at once and be prose­
cuted with all the energy possible. Workingpurties 
should be composed of about one-half the commund, 
and they sh()uld move by regiments, provided with 
their amis and hayersaeks, ready to repel attacks of 
cavalry. '1'he ot-her half in reserve will be cble to 
watch the enemy retreating eastward. 

2.' Colonel E. F. ~Winslow, commanding cavalry, 
will keep his cavalry, in advancc of the party work­
ing eastwnrd, and \VIIi act as though this army werG 
slowly pursuing the enemy. 

3. Special instructions will be givcn as to the gen­
eral supply train; and the troops nolY in Meridian 
will, under proper brigade parties, collcct meal, 
meat, and supplies. The dcstruction of buildin~s 
must be dcferred till the last moment, when a speCial 
detail will be made for that purpose. 

By order of W. T. SHERMAN, 
Major-General Commanding. 

Gen. Sherman reports that 'IVhile at Meridian 
he made "the most complete destruction of 
railroads cver beheld." This was done on the 
road running south as far as Quitman j on the 
east as far as Cuba Station, twenty miles; and 
two miles north t.o Lauderdale Springs. Lau­
derdale County was already desolntt', and tho 
country between Meridian and Demopolis was 
sterile and unproductive. While at Meridian 
lIe heard nothing of t.he cavalry force under 
Gen. W. S. Smith, wllO was ordered to be there 
from Memphis by February 10th j and lifter oc­
cupying the town for a week, and his snpplies 
growing short, he began to fall back toward 
Vicksbilrg, making a circuit by the north te 
Canton. This place was reacheu Februarr 
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26th. His total loss was reported at one hun­
dred and seventy men killed and wounded. 

Meantime, Gen. VV-. S. Smith, who w~s . or­
dered to report to Gen. Sherman at Mel'ldl~n, 
moved from Memphis on February 11th, WIth 
a force of seven thousand men, consisting.of 
cavalry and a brigade of infant ry. After to;yo 
days the expedition reached the Tn.!lahntclue. 
A demonstmtion was Illade wcstward by thc• 	infantry toward Panola, tlms. attracting the 
attention of a force of the enemy, while the 
cavalry moved eastward to New Albany, where 
the river was crosse(l without opposition. Gen. 
Smith thi)11 pushed forward, and in the vicinity 
of Houston 'encountered some troops under 
Col. Gholson. They fell back to a swamp, 
where a considerable force was ·concentrated. 
i"inding it impossible to turn either flank of 
this position, Gen. Smith moved rapidly east­
wanl, while a demonstmtion was made in front 
of the enemy as if an attack wa~ intended. On 
the same day he surprised and entered Okalona. 
The 9th lllinois cavalry, Lieut.-Col. Burgh, 
wns then sent to Aberdeen to endeavor to se­
cure l\ crossing of the Tombighee. On the 
next moming 001. Grierson was sent forward 
with a brigade to support the 9th, with di­
rections to threaten Oolumbus strongly. 
With the remaining force Gen. Smith advanced 
along the railroad toward West Point, tearing 
up the track and bUq:ling all the corn he fouud.

• 	 The quantity which l1e destroyed is reported as 
nearly a million of bushels, with about two 
thousand bales of cotton. During thiG portion 
of the march negroes flocked to Gen. Smith 
by hundreds, mounted on their masters' horses 
and mules. They welcomed Gen. Smith as 
their deliverer whenever he met them: "God 
bless ye; has yer cOllle at last? We've been 
lookin' for you for a long time, and had ,nmost 
dol\e gone give it up," was the cry of many. 
They bid farewell to their wives and childreIIJ. 
and marched in the vun_ 

Hearing that the enemy was concentrated in 
heavy force at West Point, the brigade at Ab­
erdeen was called over by a forced march to 
the railroad, at a station fifteen miles north of 
West Point. Two miles north of this station 
Gen. Smith encountered a force of the cnemy, 
which fell back"after a sharp skiI'mbh, through 
the town to a swamp on the right. Gen. 
Smith now found the enemy on his front in 
stl'ong force, holding all the crossings of tho 
swamp on the right; also on the line of the 
Octibbeha in front, and that of. the Tom big­
bee River on his left. ITe could attack only 
with light curbines, as his horses were useless 
on the marshy ground. The enemy were armed ' 
with muskets and rifles. Gen. Smith was also 
nolV encumbered with pack-tl.ains, and mules 
and horses captuJ'ed, numbering abont two 
thousand, beside as many negroes. To gnard 
these his effective force was reduced, and he 
therefore determined to lIIake if demonstra­
tion in front, and at the same time fall back 
with his trains and his main body to Okalona. 

• 


This movement was successfully executed, ' a.!. 
though the enemy pressed closely, under tho 
command of Gens. Forrest, Lee, and Chalmers. 
At Okalona, on the 22d, Gen. Smith was at­
tacked, and · suffered severely in the loss of 
men, besides five howitzers. His retreat that 
day was followed up. Under cover of the 
night he movcd toward Pontotoc. This move­
ment is thus described: "Picture to yourself, 
if you can, a Eying, Illoving mass of men, ne­
groes, mules, and horses, of f?ur tho,:salJ.d or 
five thousand, all en masse, lIterally Jammed, 
huddled a.nd crowded into the smallest possi­
ble spac~; night setting in; artillery and small 
arms booming bchind us; cavalry all around 
and ahead, moving on, on, on over fences, 
through fields and brush, over hills and across 
mud-holes, stl'eams, and bridges, and still 011, 
on into the night, until the moon rises on the 
scene and shows liS some of the outlines of 
this living panol-ama. I forgot to say that in 
this crowd were a lot of prisoners, too, once 
or twice attempting to escape, followed by 
the swift report of the revol VCl., once with 
bi tter consequences to the escaping prison­
ers." 

During tho day the enemy had moved on 
each flank, with the evident design of reaching 
the Tallahatchie River in advance, and forming 
a junction to prevent the crossing of Gen. 
Smith and capture his whole force; but, by 
marching all night, he safely crossed the river 
at New Albany. On the 23d the rear guard 
had skirinishing all day. On the 25th the ad­
vance reached Memphis, at 11 P. M., having 
marched nearly fifty miles that day. It was re­
ported that a million bushels of corn were de­
stroyed, many miles in length ofthe Memphis and 
Ohio Railroad, bridges, cotton-gin~, and build­
ings. Says one: "We have probably devoured 
fifty thousand hams, some eggs, chiokens, tur­
keys, milk, and butter by wholesale, and such 
et ceteras as can be found in so rioh a country 
as we have pu~sed through." The captured 
stock and trains were brought oft' safely. The 
loss was less th:m two hundred killed and cap­
tured. The expedition failed to make a junc­
tion with Gen. Sherman. 

When the expedition of Gen. Sherman re­
turned towt1rd Vioksburg, a detachment was 
sent up the Yazoo River, accompanied with 
some gunboats. Yt1Z00 Oity was attacked, 
but the enemy held it until reenforced.. An 
amount of' stores and cotton was destroy­
ed. The Federal loss was about. fifty killed 
and wounded. The general results of this 
movement, including those of Gens. Shorman 
and Smith, is stated to .have been as follows: 
One hundred and fifty miles of railroad, sixty­
seyen bridges, seyen hundred trestles, twenty 
locomotive:), twenty-eight cars, several thou­
sand bales of cotton, several steam mills, and 
over two million bnshels of corn wore de­
stroyed. Some prisoners were captured., and 
upwards of eight thousand negroeb und ref­
ugees c·ame in ' with tho various colulUns . 

http:consisting.of
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:Many dwellings and all the outbuildings amI 
farming utensils were destroyed. 

The expedition of Gen. Sherman was gen­
erally supposed to be desicrned for the capture 
of Mobile. But, however that may have been, 
no official statement has been made. As it ad­
vanced toward Meridian, a force was detached 
from the army of Gen. Johnston, formerly 
commanded by G<ln. Bragg, near Dalton. in 
Georgia, and sent to reenforce Gen. Polk. Two 
divisions of Gen. Hardee's Corps, under Gens. 
Stewart and Anderson, composed this force. 
To counteract this movement of the encmy, 
another was set on foot by Gen. Grant, then in 
command lit Ohattanooga. This consisted of 
an advance of the Fourteenth Corps, under 
Gen. Palmer, upon Dalton. It commenced on 
February 22d. The divisions of Gens. Jeff. C. 
DIIVis, Johnson, lind Baird participated on the 
right, Ot· direct road to Dalton, and tne division 
of Gen. Stanley, under command of Gen. 
Crufts, on the left. This latter division had 
been encamped at Oleveland, and formed a 
junction with the main force between Ring­
gold and Tunnel Hill. The advance of the 
main force passerl to the left of the Chicka­
mauga battle-field, over Tllylo)"" Ridge 'and 
through Hinggold Gap. A ;/...11 force of the 
enemy was seen here, who re ~red. Ringgold, 
twenty-three miles from Ohattanooga, was oc­
cupied that night. On the next dny the col­
umn moved at daylight, and during the fore­
noon there was constant skirmislling with the 
cavalry of the enemy. At noon Gen. Crufts 
made II juncti'on, and the whole corps moved 
forward in line of battle, with cavalry in ad­
vllnce and on thc flanks, until it reached the 
vicinity of Tunnel Hill. On the ridge were 
four pieces of artillery, under Gen. Wheeler, 
which soon opened fire. These were dislodged 
in a short time by the 2d Minnesota and 
9th Indiana batteries, (lnd tbe ridge occupied 
about 4 P. M. The advance continued and the 
cavalry force pressed forward in pursuit of the 
few scattered enemies, until it was checked by 
a cross-fire from six guns, at·Hocky Fall, in a 
gorge through which the railroad and turnpike 
passes. The enemy succeeded in holding that 
position for the night. On the next morning, 
after considerable heavy fighting, the corps ad­
vanced into the towri and captured about a 
hundred and fifty prisoners. The movenient 
was immediately continued upon Dalton, dis­
tant seven miles from Tuunel Hill. The corps 
descended through the gaps into the Hocky Full 
valley, the division of Gen. Orufts being on the 
left, Gen. Johnson on the right, Gen. Baird on 
the left centre, and Gen. Davis on the right 
centre. During the whole forenoon there was 
lively skirmishing, and the enemy's force evi­
dently increased in numbers. Gen. Palmer 
advanced cautiously within two miles of Dal­
tOll, when it appeared that preparations had 
been made by the whole of Gen. .Johnson's 
army to receive him. Oonsiderable activity 
was perceptible in the interior of the enemy's 

works a.nd thoir cavalry began to hovel' about 
the tl~nks of Gen. Palmer's corps. Deserters 
reported that two divisions which had started 
toward Mobile had returned. Gen. Palmer 
now fell back to Tunnel Hill. His loss in the 
expedition was about three hundred and' fifty 
killed and wounded. That of the eDemy is 
unknown. Some prisoners were taken by Gen. 
Palmer. On March lOth he had fallen back to 
Ringgold. • 

The movement in East Tennessee consisted 
merely in an advance towanl the position of 
Gen. Longstree!!,. who was then reported to be 
retreating into Yirginia. He finally joined the 
army of Gen. Lee with his command. 

In the Department of the South, authority 
was given to Gen. Q. A. Gillmore commanding, 
on December 22d, 1863, to undertake such oper­
ations llS he might deem best on a conferenco 
with Admiral Dahlgren commanding the naval 
force. On the 13th of January the President 
wrote to Gen. Gillmore as follows: 

EXECUTIVE 'MANSION', WASl1lNGTON, January 18 1864. 
Major-General GILLYORE: I under!Rand an ~Ilort is 

being made by some worthy gentlemen t·o reeollstruct 
a legal State Government in Florida. Florida is in 
your department, and it is not unlikely you may be 
there in person. I have given Mr. Hay a commission 
of major and sent him to you with some blank books 
and other blanks to aid in the conslruction. lIe will 
explain as to the manner of using the blanks, and 
also my general views on the snbject.. It is desirable 
lor all to cooperate; but if ~econeilable differences 
of opinion shull arise you are master. I wish the 
thing done in the most speedy way possible, so that 
wben done it be within the range of the late prochl.­
mation on t.he subject. The detail labor will of course 
have to be done by others, but I shall be grm\tJy 
obliged if you will give it such general superYision 
as ron can find consistent with your morc st.rictly 
military duties. A. LI1\COLN. 

On January 14th Gen. Gillmore proposed to 
the War Department to occupy the west bank of 
the St. John's HiveI' in Florida, and establish 
small depots there preparatory to an advance 
west. On the 22d of January he was informed 
by the Secretary that the matter wus left en­
tirely to his judgment and dise-retion with tilE) 
means at his coounand. On January 31st Gen. 
Gillmore again wrote to the Secretary that the 
objects to be obtained by the operations were: 

1st. "To procure an outlet for cotton, hlm­
ber, timber, &e. 

. 2d. "To cut off ono of the enemy's sources 
of commissary supplies, &c. 

3d. "To obtain reel'lli ts for my colored regi­
ments. 

4th. "To inaugurate measnres for the speedy 
restorntioll of Florida to her allegiance in ac- . 
cOl'dance with the instructions which he had 
received from the President, by the hands of 
Major .John lIay, Assistant Adjutant-General." 

On the same day Gen. Gillmore issne(l the 
follpwing ol'(ler: 

llF.ADQUARTE'RS DEPARTME.NT OF THE SOUTlI. } 
lIn.TON Ih~AD, 8. C., In:nllnrr :31, 186-.1. 

GENERAL ORDERS No. ]6.--1n accordance with 
the provision of the Presidential Proclamation 
of Pardon and Amnest.y, given at Washington 
on the 8th day of December, in t.he year of 0111 

http:DEPARTME.NT
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and in case of danger, some of the scouts must swim 
the river nud bring ns information. As we approach 
~he city the party must take great care that they do 
not get. ahead of t·he other party on the soutti side, 
and must conceal, themselves and watch OUI' move­
Il!ents. W ~ will try and secure the bridge to the 
Clt,y, one mile below Belle Isle and release the pris­
oners at the same time. If I~e don't succeed they 
must then dash down, and we will t.ry to carry the 
bNdge by storm. Wheu uecesSllry the men mn.t be 
filed through the woods and along the river bank. 
The bridge once secured aud the prisoners loose and 
over the rivel', the bridges will be burned and the 
city destroyed_ 
. The men must be kept together and well in hand 

and once in the city, it must be destI-oyed nnd Jeff. 
Davis and his Cabinet killed. Pioneel's will go along 
with combust.ible material. The officer mllst use his 
discretion about t.he time of assist.ing us. Horses 
Lnd cattle which we do not need immediately must be 
shot, rather t.han left. 

Evel')' thing on the canlll and elsewhere, of service 
to the rebels, must be destroyed. 

As Geu. Custer may follow me, be careful not to 
give a false alarm. 'l'he signal officer must be pre­
pltred to communicate at night by rockets, and in 
other things pertaining to his department. The 
Quartermasters and Commissllfies must be on the 
lookout for their departments, and sce Ihat thel'e llre 
no delays 011 their account. 'rhe engineer officer 
will follow aud survev t.he road as we pass over it., 
&c. The pionecrs must be prepared to construct a 
bridge or deslroy one. They must have plenty of 
oak um and turpent.inc for burning, which will be 
sonked and rolled into balls nnd be g iven to the men 
to burn when we ~et into t.he city. Torpedoes will ollly 
be used by the pIOneers for burning the main bridges, 
&c. Thoy must be prepared to destroy the railroads. 

Men will bl'auch off to the right with a few pioneers 
nnd destroy Ihe bridges and railroads soul.h of mch­
moud, and then join IlS at the city. They lllUSt be 
well prepared with torpedoes, &e. 
. 'l'hc liue of Falling Creek is probably the bcst to 

march along, or, as they npproach I.he city, Good's 
Cl'eek, so that no reenforcements cau come up on any 
cu.l"s. 

No one must be allowed to pass ahead, for fear. of 
communica.t~ng news. 

Hejoin the command wit.h nil hnsle, and if cut off, 
cross the river nbol'e Richmond aud rej oin us. Men 
will sl.op nt. Bellonn Arsenal and totally destroy it 
and every thlIlg else but hospitals; t.hen follow on and 
rejoin the command at Riehmond with nil haste, and, 
i f cut off, cross the river and rejoin us. As Gen. 
Oustel' may follow me, be carefulllnd not give a false 
alil.l'm. 

Ou the approach of Gen. Kilpatrick Rich­
mond was in a defenceless condition. The 
Departments of the Government were closed 
aad the clerks armed for defence. Men were 
collected from every quarter to oppose him. At 
the same time great consternation prevailed. 

On the 2()th of February an act of Oongress 
to revive the grade of' Lieuten[l,ut-General was 
approved by President Lincoln. He immecli­
ately sent the nomination. of ~fn,j . -Gen. Ulysses 
S. Grant to the Seriate for confirmation. On 
1{[l,rch 3d this nomination was confirmecl by the 
Senate. Gen. Grant was then in command 
of the army in Tennessee. He at once left 
his Department for Washillgton, and visited the 
President on March 9th. On presenting to 
him the commission as Lieutenant-General, ill 
the presence of the Oabinet, Gen. Halleck, Gen. 
Rawlins, and 001. Oomstock, of Gen. Grant's 

.staff, the son of Gen. Grant, Mr. Lovejoy, of 

the House of Representatives, and others, tile 
President rose and said; 

GEX. GRANT: The nation's appreciation of what 
you have done, and its relia.nce upon you for what 
remains 10 do, in t.he eXlstmg ~r~at strugg~e, !,re 
now . presented with thi~ commiSSIOn, co~stlt,"~mg 
YOll Lieutenant-General 10 the Army of tne Umted 
States. With this high hou~r. devoll'cs upon you, 
also, a corresponding responslblhty. .As t.he e.ounlry 
herein I.rusts you, so, under.God, It Will sustam you. 
I scarcely need to add that With what I here speak for 
~he nation, goes my own hearty personal concurrence. 

To which Gen. Grant replied; 
liR. PRESIDENT: I accept this commission with 

grat.itude for t.he high honor conferred. 
Wit.h the aid of tne Doble armies that have fought 

on so many fields for our comlOon country, it will be 
my. earnest endeavor oot to disappoint your expec­
tahons. '. 

I feel the full weight of the resJ.lonsibilities now 
~eyo.lving on me, and I know thaI· If they are met, 
It Will be due to those armies, nnd, above, all to the 
favor of that Providence which leads both nations 
and men. 

On the 11th of March Gen. Grant returned 
to Nashville, Tennessee. On the 12th, the fol­
lowing order was issued at Washington: 

W AU DEPARTliENT, ADJUT,\NT GEN£;RAL'S OFFIOE, l 
\,rJ\.SruSGTON, March 12. f 

General OrMrs No. 98. 
The PI'esident of the United States orders as fol­

lows: 1. Maj-Gen. Halleck is, at his own I'equest, 
relieved from dutv as General-in-Chief of the Army, 
and Lieut.-Gen. U. S. Grant assigned to the command 
of the Armies of t.he United States. The headquar­
ters of the army will be in Wash ington and also with 
Lieut.-Gen. Grant in the field. 

2. Maj.-Gell. Halleck is assigned to duty in Wash­
ington as Chief·of-Staff of the Arroy, under the 
direction of the Secretary of War and the Lieutenant­
General commanding. His orders will be obeyed 
and respected accordmgly. 

3. Maj .-Gen. W. '1'. Sherman is assi"'ned to t.he 
command of the military division of the"ilississippi, 
composed of the Department. of the Ohio, the Cum­
berland, the Tennessee and t.he Arkansas. 

4. Maj.-Gen. J. B. ~IcPherson is assigned to the 
command of the Department and Army of the Ten­
nessee. 

5. In re1ievin", }laj.-Gen. Halleck from duty as G~n­
ernl-in-Chief, the President desires to e>:press his 
approbation and thanks for the zealous manner in 
which the al'duous and responsible duties of that 
posit.ion have been performed. 

Dy ordel' of the Seeret,ary of War. 
E. D. TOWNSEND, Ass't Adj't Gen. 

On the 17th, Gen. Grant issued the following 
order: 

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OJ' UNtTED STATF.S,} 
. NAsnvILLE, March 11, 1864. 

General Ord,,·s 1.'1(0. 1. . 
In pursuance of the following oreler of the Presi­

dent-
EXECUTIVE MA~SlON, } 

WASm"GTON, D. C., March 10, 18tH. 
Under the authority of the net of Congress to 

revive the grade of Lieutcnant-General of the United 
States Army, npproved February 29th, 1864, Lieut­
Gen. U. S. Granl., U. S. A., is appointed to the com­
mand of the Armies of the United Stales. 

(Signed) A. LINCOLN. 
I assuroe command of the Armies of the United 
States. My headquarters will be in the field, nnd 
until further orders will be with the Army of tile 
Potomac. There will be an officers' headquarters in 
\'1o.shillgton, to which all official communications 
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will be sent, except those fro:" the army where head­
quarters are at t.be date of thIs address. 

(Signed) U. S. GRANT, Lieut.-Gen. U. S. A. 

On the 19th Gen. Grant left Nashville for 
Washin<1ton, and proceeded thence to the Army 
of the Potomac. On the 24th the following 
order was issued by Gcn Meade, in command 
of the Army of the potomac: 

nE.A.DQUAnTF.RS ARMY OF TIrE POTO~(AC, l 
Thursday, March 24. 1864. r 

Gonual Order8 l,ro. 10. 
The following order has been reccived from the 

War Department; 
WAR DEPARTl.1E1\"'T" ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFIOE, l 

WASlIINOTO}.... March ~,1864. r 
GiJ'neral O"ders No. 15. 

By direct.ion of the Prcsident of the United States 
the number of army corps comprising the army of the 
Potomac will be reduced to three, yiz., the 2d, 5th, 
and 6th corps; and the troops of the ot.her two corps, 
viz., the 1st and 3d, will be temporarily reorganized 
and distributed among the 2d, 5th and Gt.h by t.ho 
eommanding general, who will determine what exist­
ing organizations will retain their corps hadges and 
other distinctive marks. The staff"and officcrs of the 2d 
corps, which are temporarily broken up, will be 
assIgned to vacancies in the other corps, so far as 
sncli vacancies may exist. Those for whom there are 
no vacancies will cease to be considered as officers of 
the gelleral staff" of army corps. 

2. ~Iaj.-Gcn. G. K. Warren is assigned by the Pres­
ident to the command of the 5th corps. . 

3. The following general officers are dctached from 
the Army of tbe Potomac, and will report for orders 
to the Adjutant General of the army, viz.; Maj.-Gen. 
George Sy.kes, U. S. V'i..Maj.-Gen. W. H. Fr<;nch\ U. 
S. V.· Maj.-Gen. John Newton, U. S. V.; Dn".-Gen. 
J. R. kenly, U. S. V.; Drig.-Gell. F. Spinol~ if. S. V., 
and Brig..Gen. Solomon Mcredit.h, U. S. v. 

Dy oraer of the Secretary of War. 
. E. D. TOWNSEND, Ass't Adj't Gen. 

The following arrangements are made to carry 
out tbe provisions of the foregoing order: 

The 2d, 5th, and Gth army corps will each be con­
solidated into two divisions. The 1st and 2d dids­
ions of the 3d corps are transferrcd t.o the 2d corps, 
prcserving tbeir badges and dist.inctive marks. 'l'he 
3d division of the 3d corps is transfcned permanently 
to the 6th corps. The threc divisions now forming 
the 1st corps are transferred to the 5th corps, preserv­
ing their badges and distinctive marks, and on forming 
the 5th corps tbey will be consolidated into two 
divisions. 

Thc commanders of divisions transfcrred to the 
2d, 5th, and 6th corps will at once report to the com­
manders of those corps for instruct.ions. Drig.-Gen. J. 
D. Carr will report to Maj.-Gen. Hancock,commanding 
2d corps, and llrig.-Gen. H. Prince to Maj.-Gen. Sedg­
wick, commanding Gth corps. 'fhe chief of artillery 
will assign eight batteries each to the 2d, 5th, and 6th 
corps; the batteries t.o be talcn from tbose now with 
the corps and with the 1st ~d 3d corps. The bat­
tcries with the several corps in exccss of the above 
allowanee will join the artil1ery reserve. 

The consolidation of divisions called for in this 
order will be made by t.he corps commanders COn­
cerned, who are authorized to rearrange the bri­
gades of their respective commands in ~uch manner as 
they may tbink best for the service. 'fhe rcassign­
mcnt of officers of. the stuff departments consequent 
IIpon thc reorganization of the army, will be made 
upon the nomination of chiefs of the stall' depart­
ments at tbese headquarters. . 

Special instructions will be given hereaftcr with re­
spect to stafr officers of the 2d corps, temporarily 
brokcn up. 

The Major-General Commanding avails himself 

of the occasion to say that, in view of the reduce!l 
strength of nearly all the regiments serving in this 
army, thc temporary reduction of the army corps to 
three is a meaSure imperatively demanded by tbe 
best interests of the service, and that the rensi\ns for 
attaching the 1st and 3d corps for the time bein" to 
other corps, were in nO respect founded on any ~up­
posed inferiorit.y of those corps to the other corps of 
thc army. All the corps have equally proved their 
yalor in many fields, and all have equal claims to tbe 
confidence of the Government and the country. Tbe 
lsI. and 3d corps will retain their badges and dis­
tinctive marks, and tbe Major-Gcncral Commanding 
indulgcs the hope that the ranks of the army will ~e . 
filled at an early day, so that tbose corps call agam 
be reorganized.' 

Dy command of Maj.-Gen. MEADE. 
S. WlJ.LIA'!S, Ass't Adj't Gen. 
A concentration of troops was now com­

menced in preparation for a campaign against 
Richmond,in Virginia, by the Army of the Poto- . 
mac, under Gen. Meade, and a campaign against , 
Atlanta, in Georgia, by the Army of Tennessee, 
under Gen. Sherman. Gen. Grant continued to 
be present with the Army of the Potomac during 
the year. Gen. Mende was as truly the com­
mander of that army as Gen. W. T. Shermau 
of the arlllY operating in Georgia, and both 
these officers were equally under the command 
of Gen. Grant. His presence with the Army 
of the Potomac naturally led to his assuming 
a more direct and personal supervision of affairs 
in Virginia than he was able to do of the co­
operative movement of Gen.Sherman in Georgia. 
The orders of Gen. Grant to Gen. :bfeade were 
of the most general character. The manner of 
executing them was left to the judgment anu 
skill of the latter. It was now nine months 
since the Army of the Potomac had fought a 
general battle, aud seven months since the 
Western army marched into Chattanooga-the 
lost battle for tho posscssion of which was 
fought in November. . 

The month of April passed in reorganizing 
both armies, and in maldng preparations for the 
campaign against Richmond and Atlanta. 

It was the middle of :bfarch when .Gen. 
Grant turned over the military division of 
the Mississippi, comprising the departments 
of the Cumberland, the Tennessee, and the 
Ohio, to Major-General W. T. Sherman, who 
llad previously cODlD1anded the department of 
the Tennessee, to which Major-General :bIc­
Pherson was soon after assigned. In the suc­
ceeding month the general plan of the summer 
campaign, which contemplated a simultaneous 
advance upon Richmond by the nrmy of the 
Potomac, and upon Atlanta from Chattanooga, 
by the several western armies, wns matured, 
and Gen. Sherman at once beut every energy 
to the perfecting and enlargement of the com­
munications between Nashville and Chutta­
nooga, his primary and secondary bases, and to 
the accumulntion in the latter place of a suffi­
cient quantity of provisions and military storcs. 
These went forwnrd with great rapidity, and by 
the end of April the depots in Chattanooga 
were reported abundantly supplicd for all im­
mediate purposes. 

http:nE.A.DQUAnTF.RS
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At this time tho headquarters of the armies 
of the Tennessee, the Cumberland and the 
Ohio, were respectively at Huntsville Chat­
tanooga, and Knoxville· and on th~ 27th 
Gen. Sherman having b~en notified by Gen: 
Grant that the Army of the Potomac would 
march from Culpepper on or about May 5th, 
and that he wished the movement from Chat­
tanooga to commence at the same time, put 
his troops in motion toward the latter place. 
The total force under his command for offen­
sive purposes, was as follows: 
.Army 0/ t/,e OlMTtberlall4, Mqjor·Gen. Th()11&a8 O()11&­

. m{.l.l1Uiing. 

~~:r~?:·:·:·:·:·:·:··.·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·: ·: ·: ·:·:·:·:·:··.·:·:·:·:·:·:·:··..:·:·::.l:i~ 
TO~11. ............... ... ................ 00,113 

Guns .................. ... ... . ....... ..... 130 


drmll qf 1,.. Tenne.see, Ma.Jor-Gcn. JloPhor80n Oom­
manding. 

Infantry .... ........................ ..... ... 22,437 

Artillery ..................................... 1,404 

Cavalry ....................................... 624 


~~\~~: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : ~:4~~ 
.Army 0/ the Ohio, Jlajor. Gm. SchOfield Com'fltan(Un(J. 

Infantry ............ .... .................... 11,183 

Artillery................ ......... ......... ... . 679 

Cavalry ........ ............. ... .... ..... . . . . . 1,679 


~~~~: ::: ::::: ::::: ::::::: :::: :::: ::: ::::, : .. ~~:M~ ' 
making a grand aggregate of 88,188 infantry, 
4,460 artillery, and 6,149 cavalry, or 98,797 
men and 254 guns. The Army of the Cumber­
land comprised the 4th corps, Gen. Howard; 
the 14th corps, Gen. Palmer, anel the 20th 
corps, Gen. Hooker; the Army of the Tennes­
see, the 15th corps, Gen. Logan; the 16th 
corps, Gen. Dodge; and later in the campaign, 
the 17th corps, Gen. Blair i and the Army of 
the OhiO, the 23d corps, Gen. Schofield. These 
armies were grouped on the morning of May 
6th as follows: That of the Cumberland at 
Ringgold, on the Western and Atlantic Rail­
road, 23 miles southeast of ChattanooO'a; that 
of the Tennessee at Gordon's Mill, on the 
Chickamauga, eight miles west ofRinggold ; and 
that of the OhiO, near Red Clay, on the Georgia 
line, about ten miles northeast of Ringgold. 
The enemy, comprising Gens. Hardee's, Hood's, 
and Polk's corps of infantry and artille,·y, and 
Wheeler's division of cavalry, the whole com­
manded by Lieut.-General Joseph E. Johnston, 
of the Confederate Army, lay in and about 
Dalton fifteen miles south of Ringgold, on the · 
railroad, the advance being at Tunnel Hill, a 
station about midway between the two places. 
Their cavalry were estimated by Gen. Sherman 
at 10,000 men, and the infantry and artillery I>t 
from 45,000 to 50,000, of whom much the 
greater part were veteran troops. 

Topographically considered, the State of 
Georgia admits of three distinct divisions: 1. 
A mountainons region, embraCing the north­
west oorner of the State, and which terminates 
at the Kenesaw Mountain, near Marietta, 120 
miles from Chattanooga; 2. A gently undulat­

ing country extending from the mountainous 
region to aline passing in n northeasterly di­
rection throuah Columbus, Macon, and Augusta; 
and 3. A lev~1 country extending to the sea­
board, for the most part sandy and thickly 
covered with pine woods, and along the coast 
bordered by extensive swamps. The north­
western portion of the State, as far south as 
Atlanta, is almost exclusively a grain and grass­
bearing region; the middle and eastern divi­
sions being devoted chiefly to the cultivation 
of cotton. But it,~ mineral wealth, particularly 
in iron ores, which abound among the moun­
tains, has, since the commencement of the wnr, 
rendered the possession of this first-m entioned 
division a matter of prime importance to the 
Confederates. At Etowah, Rome, and Atlanta 
were large iron works in the employ of the 
rebel government, the capture and permanent 
oceupntion of which by a Union force would 
be likely to cause much embarrassment, not to 
speak of cotton nnd woollen mills at Roswell, 
Rome, and elsewhere, whieh turned ont large 
quantities of fabrics for the use of the rebel 
troops . 

Atlanta, lying near the boundary between 
the northwestern and middle divisions had, 
previous to the war, become an important cen­
tre of railroad communication and trade be­
tween the western and Atlantic and Gulf States
and one of the chief manufacturing towns of1 

the South. It is laid out in a circle, two miles 
in diameter, in the centre of which was the 
passenger depot (since destroyed) of railroads 
radiating to Chattanooga, Augusta, Macon, and 
Montgomery; and the business portion of the 
town contnined many fine blocks of warehouses 
for storing goods consigned from the north !lnd 
northwest to the cotton regions of the South. 
Here also were established the machine shops of 
the principal railroads, the most extensive roIl­
ing mill in the South, foundries, pistol, and tent 
factories, and numerous works under the di­
rection of the Confederate Government for 
casting shot and shell, and the manufacture of 
gun-carriages, cartridges, caps, shoes, clothing, 
and other military supplies. The population, 
numbering in 1860 about 15,000, had, subse­
quent to the commencement of the war, been 
increased by the arrival of refugees and gov­
ernment officials and employes to fully 20,000. 
In any event the capture of the place, with its 
vast stores and costly machinery, would so 
cripple the rebel resources, that the simple sug­
gestion of such a contingency sent a thrill of 
alarm through the entire Confederacy. In the 
opinion of many its importance was not second 
even to that of Richmond. Strenuous efforts 
were accordingly put forth for its defence, and 
the line of approach along the Western and A t­
luntic Railroad, which is crossed by the Oosta­
naula I>nd Etowah, branches of the Coosa River1
which in tnrn is a bn:nch of the Alabama, ana 
by the Chattahoochee, and is girt as far as 
Marietta by ranges of l'ugged hills, was ren~ 
dered as difficult for Sherman us the abundant 
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reso:ll'ces at the disposal of Johnston would 
admit. Should the mountain region be trav­
ersed or tnrned, and the Chattahoochee be 
crossed by an invading army, the enormous 
strength of Atlanta itself Etill gave promise of 
a I?ng and perhaps successful defence, while an 
active cavnlry force operating on Sherman's 
fI:mks might so seriously interrupt his commu­
mcations as to compel him to retrace his steps 
and abandon the campaign. His forces were 
also liable to daily depletion as he advanced by 
the necessity of gal'1'isoning captured places as 
well as of guarding the line of railway, while 
Johnston, moving constantly nearer to his sup­
plies and reenforcements, would probably be 
relatively stronger when he reached Atlanta 
than when he started. The consequences 
whioh defeat would entail upon either party 
seemed so disastrous that the campaign was 
watched' with an interest hardly inferior to 
that attending the more extensive operations 
around Hichmond. 

For the convenience of reference the follow­
ing table of stations on the Western and At­
lantic Railroad, with their distances from Chat­
tanooga, is appended: 

Mile.. Mile&. 
Borce. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . 5 Kingston. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~9 

ChIckamauga ........ ... . 10 Cas.................. . .. 86 

Johnson ...•....... . ..... 18 Cartel·sTIlIe... .. ........ 91 

Ringgold. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 23 Etownh............ . .... 95 

Tunnel Hill.... . ... .•.... 31 Altoona .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 98 

Dalton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. as Ackworth.. . . .. . ....... 102 

Tillon . . .... .... ......... 47 Big Shanty ....... .... .. 103 

Resaea ........ . ......•.. 66 Marietta ....... . .... .... 119 

Calhoun. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... GO Vining's.. .. . . . . . . . . . ... 130 

Adairsvillo : ... .......... 69 Atlanta................. 13S 


A reconnoissance by Gen. Sherman of Gen. 
Johnston's position at Dalton sa.tislied him that 
an attack in front was impracticable, even 
should the enemy abandon their works at 
Tunnel Hill. Directly south of this eminence, 
through which passes the railroad by a tunnel 
eighteen hundred feet in length, opens II level 
valley about three miles long by half to three­
quarters of a mile in width, bounded at its fur­
ther extremity by "Rocky Faced Ridge," a 
steep, thickly-wooded and rugged eminence, 
which commands the approach to Dalton both 
by railroad and wagon road, and extends as 
an impassable ban-ier along its west side for 
many miles. . The outlet to this valley is through 
a narrow mountain pass called Buzzard Roost, 
nearly midway between Tunnel lIill and Dal­

-ton, which by means of abatis, a formidable 
series of batteries, and a line of rifle-pits nt its 
northern entrance, had been rendered absolutely · 
impregnnble to a force adYancillg along the rail­
road. On its northeast siue Dalton was de­
fended by strong works on llfiU Creek. Gen. 
Sherman accordingly directed Gen. McPherson, 
with the Army of the Tennessee, to move rapid­
ly southward from Ilis position at Gordon's 
Mill, 'V.ia Ship's Gap, Villanov, and Snake Creek 
Gap, upon Resaca, a station eighteen miles be­
low Dalton, or upon any other point on the 
railroad which might prove more accessible. 
This movement; he s.upposed, would compel 
Gen. Johnston to evacuate Dalton, when Gen. 

McPherson would be in a position to harass 
the enemy's flank, while tile main body of the 
Federal army pressed him from the north. 
While this flanking movement was in progress 
a strong feint of attack was to be made by Gen. 
Thomas in front of Buzzard Roost, and Gen. 
Schofield with the Army of the Ohio, was di­
rected to' close up upon the latter's left. 

On the 7th Gen. Thomas advanced from 
Ringgold toward Tunnel Hill, which was car­
ried by the 14th corps under Gen. Palmer, after 
a brief skirmish, with the loss of a few men 
wounded. The slight resistance offered by the 
enemy indicated that they had no intention of 
defending the position, but only sought to hold 
Gen. Thomas in check until they could make 
good their retreat to the stronger position of 
Buzzard Roost. The Federal line was estab­
lished on the same evening about a mile south 
of Tunnel Hill. On the 8th a demonstration 
in force was made against Rocky Faced Ridge 
and Buzzard Roost, which, on the 9th, was 
pushed almost to a battle. The 4th (Howard's) 
corps succeeded in carrying the ridge, but found 
the crest too narrow to enable it to attack the 
pass with any prospect of success. Gen. Scho­
field meanwhile came up on Gen. Thomas's left, 
which was held by Gen. Howard, and a brigade 
of his cavalry, while demonstrating against tho 
enemy's right flank, met with some loss in an 
encounter with a superior force of rebel in­
fantry. 

On the 8th Gen. McPherson passed through 
Snake Creek Gap, surprisillg a rebel cavalry 
force sent to hold the position, and approached 
within a mile of Resaca, wllich he found too 
strong to be carried by assault. Apprehend­
ing, also, that if he should attempt to cross over 
to the railroad he might expose his Icft flank to 
an attack from the direction of Dalton, he fell 
baclt to a strong position at the west end of 
Snal{e Creek Gap, and reported to Gen. Sher­
man. The latter, finding that the demonstra­
tion on the enemy's flank had failed to <!ompel 
him to evacuate his strong position, immediate­
ly determined to put the remainder of his army 
in motion for Snake Creek Gap; and on tho 
10th Gen. Hooker's (20th) corps, which hcld 
the right of Gen. Thomas's line, started for that 
place, followed on the succeeding day by the 
rest of Thomas's troops, with the exception 
of two divisions of Howard's corps and some 
cavn!ry, who were left to threaten the eno­
my in front of Buzzard Roost, and by Gen. 
Schofield's army; the three armies thus hold­
ing the same relative positions occupied by 
them at the commencemellt of the campaign. 
The Federal loss in the actions of the 8th and 
9th was between 700 and 800 killed, wounded, 
and missing, the greater number being only 
'slightly wounded. 

Resaca, toward which Sherman was now 
moving, is situated on the Oostananla, in apen­
insula formed by the junction of that river 
with its northwest fork, the Conasmlga, and 
across this peninsula the rebels had erected 



MILITARY AND NAVAL HISTORY OF THE REBELLION. 529 

continuous lines of rifle-pits with strong field 
fortifications, particularly abont the town, by 
means of which their flanks were protected on 
either river and a line of retreat preserved 
across the Oostanaula. Friday, May 13th, was 
occupied by the troops in deploying through 
Snake Creek Gap and getting into position in 
Sugar Vaney, a fertile tract beyonu, much 
broken by hills, w hiph [Ire covered by a dense 
undergrowth, and on that account .difficult of 
approach. The movem~nt w~s covered by t!le 
cavah'y under Gen. Kllpatnck, who, whIle 
pressing the enemy toward Resaca, fell into an 
ambuscade and received a severe flesh W01llld, 
which incn.pacitated him for several months for 
active duty. During the day the Federal lines 
were advanced toward Resaca, the right under 
McPherson resting on the Oostanaula, about 
two miles below the town, and extendin'l' 
thence northward so as to face it; the centr:' 
under Gen. Thomas, closing up upon Gon: 
McPherson's left, and the left, under Schofield 
striking the Conasauga near Tilton, a statio~ 
on the railroad about midway between Dalton 
and Resaca. Beside the protection a,fforded by 
the two rivers, both flanks of the army were 
covered by heavy bodies of cavalry. The scene 
of these operations was a rugged, thickly-wood­
ed country, abounding in steep hills and narrow 
ravines, through one of which, directly in front 
of the rebel Jines, flows Camp Oreek, a small 
stream emptying into the Oostanaula neal' 
Resaca. 

Gen. Johnston was not long in detecting the 
object of Sherman's flanking march, and judg­
ing the position at Dalton to be no longer 
tenable, he moved rapidly southward on the 
12th, and having the shorter line of march, 
reached Resaca with his entire force before the 
Union army had debouched from Snake Oreek 
Gap. The division8 of Howard's corps left to 
watch Buzzard Roost, soon after occupied 
Dalton, which was found thorougllly stl'ipp~d 
of supplies and almost deserted, and moving in 
the enemy's rear, effected a junction on the 
14th with the Feueral left, near Tilton. The 
successful turning of the rebel position at Dal­
ton was .justly considered It great step gained 
in the movement upon Atlanta; and even among 
the rebel troops there were many who thought 
that if their leader conld not hold for more 
than four days a place so strongly fortified by 
nature, he would be unable to maintain himself 
for a long time at any of the remaining points 
north of Atlanta, no · one of which was per­
haps so capable of defence as Dalton. 

The night of the 13th w!:s employed by the 
rebels in strengthening thE;i:' already formidable 
position by additional earthworks, and on the 
morning of the 14th they were in complete 
readiness for an attack, their right wing being 
held by Gen. Hardee, their centre by Geu. 
Hood, and their left by Gen. Polk. Skirmish­
ishing commonced at fin early llOur, and the 
object of Gen. Sherman being to press Resaca 
at all poiuLs, while a force of infantry and cav­

. 84 

aIry crossed the Oostanaula find threatenod 
Oalhoun in the rear, the firing toward noon 
grew hefivy along the whole rebel line. Tho 
Federal g(meral had hoped to be able to turn 
the rebel left wing, finq thus cut ofl:' their re­
treat, but the nature of the ground rendered ,­
this impossible. At 1 r. M. an attempt Wi~ 
maue by Palmer's corps, holding the left centre 
to break the enemy's line, and force him fro~ 
an elevated position in the immediate front. To 
reach this point it was necessary to descend a,hill 
in full range of rebel artillery, ford a stream 
thickly bordered with undergrowth and inter­
lacing vines, and ' then, crossing :1 valley full of 
ditches and other obstructions, to mouut the 
opposite eminence. In the teeth of a murder­
ous fire of musketry and artillery, Palmer's 
troops charged down the hill and across the 
creek; but becoming speedily entangled in the 
obstructions, and unable to find shelter or to re­
turn with effect the pluugiug fire of the enemy, 
which caused havoc in their ranks, thcy were 
forced to retire, with a loss estimated at up­
wards of a thousand. AboUG the same time, 
further to the left, Gen. Judah's division of the 
23d corps and Newton's of the 4th corps, mov­
ing over comparatively level ground, succeeded, 
after a desperate struggle, in forcing the enemy 
to abandon an important position on their outer 
line. Although the Federal troops were 1mable 
t-o hold this, they succeeued in advancing their 
line and getting their artillery into a position to 
prevent the enemy from reoccupying the works. 
On the extreme left, that portion of the 4th 
corps which had arri ved from Dalton, in concert 
with Gen. Schofield, maintained heavy skir­
mishing with the rebel right, the dense woods in 
that direction preventing the use of artillery, 
and effectually concealing the movements of 
troops on eithcr side. The operations on Gen. 
McPherson's eud of the line were, during the 
morning, of the same charactcr. 

At about 3 o'clock in the afternoon Gen. 
Johnston, perceiving that no serious impression 
had been made upon his lines, quietly massed a 
heavy force on the road to Tilton, with a view 
of turning the Federal left flank, hcld by Stan­
ley's division of the 4th corps. The attack was 
deli vered with impetuosity and in such over­
whelming numbers, that Stanley's troops, aftCl' 
a stubborn resistance, were forced in confusion 
from a hill upon which they were posted. Th<i 
rebels rushed on with loud yells across an open 
field west of the hill, and for a fe\v moments 
matters wore a critical aspect. Fortunately, 
howev~r, the movement of the rebel righNlad 
been early detected, and Hooker's corps sent 
from the centre to reenforce the Federal left. 
The timely al'l'ival of a portion of his troops 
c~le.c~ed the rebel ad ~ance, and the scattered 
dl VIsIOn of Stanley havlllg been partially rallied, 
the reb cis were at dusk driven back within their 
lines with severe loss. Mean whilo Gen. Mc­
Pherson, taking advantage of the enemy's oc­
cupation with this movement, ordered Logan's 
(15th) corps, with a portion of the 16th, to 
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cross Camp Crcek and carry a hill and a line of 
rifle-pits on the enemy's extreme left in front 
of Resaca, .'~hieh was effected with slight loss. 
AR the pOSItIOn was one which would enable 
the Federul General to pour a destructive en­
filading fire upon the rebel works, and also to 
command the railroad and trestle bridges across 
the Oostanaula, a desperate effort was made 
soon after dark to retake it. Heavy columns 
of infantry with fixed bayonets moved up to 
the very crest of the hill, but recoiled under 
the steady fire of the Federal troops, and finally 
retired in confusion. At 10 P. M. the fig1lting 
terminated for the day. The result of the drry's 
work was on the whole satisfactory to Gen. 
Sherman, as the Federal lines had nowhere been 
permanently forced back, while on their left and 
centre the rebels had lost positions of import­
ance. 

The night of the 14th was occupied by both 
armies in strengthening their positions, and the 
morning of the 15th opened with heavy skir­
mishing along the Federal centre, under cover 
of whiuh troops were massed for an assault 

. upon two fortified hills commanding eaell other, 
on the enemy's extreme right, which were con­
sidered the key to the whole position. For this 
purpose Gen. Hooker's corps had been shifted 
to the cxtreme left, and Gens. Howard's, Scho­
field's, antl Palmer's troops moved to the right 
to fill up the gap occasioned by the withdrawal 
of Gen. Hooker. Shortly aftcr 1 o'c1ockin the af­
ternoon Gen. Hooker sent forward Butterfield's 
division as the assaulting column, supportcd by 
the divisions of Gens. Goary and Williams, and 
after several unsuccessful attacks the enemy' 
were driven from a portion of their lines, and 
a lodgment was secured under the projecting 
works of a lunette, mounting foUl" pieces of 
artillery. So severe, howcver, was the fire 
from rifle-pits beyond and on eithcr side of this 
work, forming the inner rebel line, that further 
advance was impossible, and the Federal troops 
were fain to seek such shelter as was available, 
and content themselves with holding the posi­
tion they had gained. Toward the close of the 
afternoon Gen. Hood's corps made a deter­
termined but unsuccessful effort to dislodge 
them, and subsequently, under cover of the 
darkness, fL number of rebel prisoners were 
brought up, the ends dug out of the wOl"ks, 
~nd the guns hauled out by means of Topes, 
under a destructive fire from the rebels. As 
soon as a breach was made our forces rushed in 
and ·captured the lunette after a desperate en­
gagement. The guns seized were twelve­
pounders. The flags of the 35th and 38th 
Alabama regiments were captured, with over 
two hnndred prisoners. While these opera­
tions were in progress the enemy's attention 
was occupied by heavy skirmishing along the 
whole line. 

During the night the enemy quietly al?an­
doned Resaca, leaving behind a four-gun bat­
tery and a quantity of stores, and by dawn were 
well on iheir way to Kingston, thirty-two miles 

south on the railroad. Gen. Thomas's troops 
immediately occupied the town, and succeeded 
in saving the road bridge, but the railroad 
bridge, the most costly structure of the kind 
between Chattanooga and Atlanta, was de­
stroyed by the enemy, with the exception of 
the stone piers. The total Federal loss in the 
two days' fighting was between 4,000 and 5,000 
killed and wounded, upward of 2,000 of the 
latter being so slightly injured that tlley were 
returned to duty in two or threc weeks. The 
rebel loss was stated by themselves at 2,500, 
which is probably not far from the mark. 
Fighting for the most part behiud earthworks, 
and having the advantage of position, they 
necessarily suffered less than their opponents. 
Beside the eight guns and the stores already 
mentioned, they left about 1,000 prisoners in 
the hands of the Federals. According to Gen. 
Sherman nothing saved Gen. JohnstoiI's army 
at Resaca but the impracticable nature of the 
surrounding country, which made the speedy 
passage of troops across the valley from Snake 
Creek Gap an impossibility. This fact enabled 
the rebel army to reach Resaca from Dalton 
along comparatively good roads, constructed 
beforehand hy the foresight of their general. 
The latter was nevertheless severely crrtieized 
for this second abandonment of what was con­
siilere(l a defensible position, notwithstanding . 
that the Richmond newspapers explained that 
his peculiar forte consisted in drawing an enemy 
after him, and then overwhelming him by a 
sudden attack. They also endeavored to de­
rive consobtion"from a reputcd caution of Gen. 
Scott to a Fedcral commander: "Beware of 
Lee advancing, and watch Johnston at a stand j 
for the devil himself would be defeated in the 
attempt to whip him retreating," which was 
extensively quoted in the Southern papers. 

Soon after the discovery of Gen. Johnston's 
retreat, the cavalry divisions of Gens. Stoneman 
and McCook were tln'own forward in pursuit, 
and during the 16th the army was occnpied in 
crossing the Oostanaula. Gen. Thomas made 
the passago at Resaca, Gen. McPherson at 
Lay's Ferry, a few miles to the southwest, 
while Gen. Sohofielil, moving to the left of 
Thomas, crossed the Conasauga and Coosawat­
tee, which unite near Resaca to form the Oos­
tanaub. In this order the an1lY marched south­
ward on roads parallel to the railroad, finding 
no trace of the enemy until reaching thc neigh­
borhood of Adairsville, thirtecn miles bclow 
Resaca, where Newton's division of the 4th 
corps had a smart skirmish with the rebel rear 
guard, who had posted thcir sharpshooters in 
an octagon cement building called "Graves 
House," for the purpose of delaying the ad­
vance. By the aid of artillery they were driv­
en out, and on the 18th the 4th corps reached 
Kingston, four miles beyond which place the 
enemy were again discovered in considera.ble 
force on open ground. At Cassville, five miles 
east of Kingston, they wero 1.110wn to l18ve 
constructed strong works j and on the 1!Jth, in 
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anticipatIOn of a geneml engagement, Gen. 
Sherman directed Gen. Schofield to move down 
toward this place fr01ll the north, while Gen. 
Thomas closed up upon his righ.t, and McPher­
son marched to Kin"ston to be III dose support 
of Thomas. Gen. J~hnston, however, declined 
the offer of battle and during the night re­
treated across the 'Etowah, burning the road 
and railroad bridges behind him. A few days' 
halt for rest and refreshment was now allowed 
the army and as the country north of the 
Etowah l:ad been completely stripped by Gen. 
Johnston it was necessary to await the arrival 
of suppli~s by railroad. The latter fOl·tunately 
had received little injury at the hands of the 
encmy, and by the energetic labors of the re­
pairing parties, who followed close behind the 
army, was put in running order to Kingston 
on the 20th, on which day trains arrived laden 
with supplies. By this means the army was 
soon restored to a condition of complete effi­

/ cicncy, and reliend of the necessity of looking 
after the wounded, who were sent back to 
Chattanooga. In like manner telegraphic com­
municatioll with the latter place was kept open 
as the army advanced. 

While these operations werc in progress, 
Gen. Jcff. C. Davis, of Palmer's corps, on the 
17th marched southwesterly from Resaca tow­
ard Rome, fifteen miles west of Kingston, 
which place he occupied on the 19th aftcr a 
sharp fight, gaining possession of several forts, 
eight or ten guns of heavy calibel', large quan­
tities of stores, and the va.luable mills arid 
foundries employeu in the service of the Con­
federate Government. 

Gen. Johnston had meanwhile taken a strong 
position at Allato-ona Pags, in the Etowah 
~fountains, south of the Etowah River, which 
for!llcd an almost impregnable barrier to a di­
rect advance upon Atlanta' by railroad. Gen. 
Sherman aooordinglyresorted to the same tactics 
which had proved so successful at Dalton; and 
having supplied his wagons with twenty days' 
provisions, and left garrisons at Rome and 
King;:ton, he put his army in motion on May 
23d for Dallas, a town lying about fifte"en miles 
soutllwcst of Allatoona Pass, and eighteen 
miles directly west of Marietta, a Btation on 
the railroad forty miles b'alow Kingston, and 
twenty-four south of the Etowah River. He 
expected thus, by threatening Marietta, to 
compel the evacuation of Allatoona. The 
country between Dallas and the railroad is of 
the same impracticable character as that in 
which previous operations of the campaign 
had been conducted, being for the most part 
densely wooded, traversed by ranges of rugged 
hills, and cut up by frequent ravines. Thc 
roads were few and poor. Through this re­
gion, admirably adapted for defence, and of 
which the topography was scarcely known to 
the Federal general, the advance in the pres­
ence of a vigilant enemy had necessarily to be 
made with much caution, and it will be seen 
that several days were occupied with muuoou­

,ring fOI' position and other movements, beforo 
any practical results were obtained. 

In marching upon Dallas, Gen. McPherson 
still holding the Federal right, made a some: 
what wiue detour to the southwest through 
Van Wert, while Gen. Thomas took a course 
nearly due south, having Gen. Schofield on his 
left fiank. The movement had scarcely com­
menced before it was detected by Gen . .John8ton, 
who having the shorter line to Dallas, marched 
in the direction of that place to cover the ap­
proaches to Marietta. On the 25th Hooker's 
corps, approaching Pumpkin Vine Creek on 
the main Dallas road, came into collision with 
parties of Hood's and Hardee's corps, and a 
severe engagement took place for the posses­
sion of a point known as the New Hope Church, 
where three roads meet from Ackworth [four 
miles south of Allatoona by rail], Marietta, and 
Dallas. By means of earthworks the enemy 
successfully resisted the advance of Gen. Hooker, 
and the night closing with a heavy rain storm, 
no further attempt was made to force the posi­
tion. In this affair Hookel' sustained a loss of 
about bix hundred killed and wounded. Gen. 
Sherman then ordered McPherson to move up 
to Dallas, and Gen. Thomas to make a bold dem­
onstration against New Hope Church, while 
Schofield overlapped the enemy's right wing. 
Owing to the difficult nature of the country, 
the 26th and 27th were occupied in perfecting 
these dispositions, and on the evening of the 
latter day his line extended in a semicircular 
direction northeast from Dallas, the enemy 
having his right resting on the road from Ack­
worth to Dallas, at a point three miles north­
east of New Hope Church, and his left at a 
point nearly due east of Da.llas. Heavy skir­
mishing attended these manoouvres, but as the 
deIfsity of the surrouniling woods rendered the 
use of artillery impracticable, the casualties 
were not numerous. On the 28th, just as Gen. 
McPherson was on the point of closing up to 
Gen. Thomas in front of New Hope Church, 
in order to enable a further development of 
the Federal left wing, he WIIS attacked by a 
heavy rcbel force, whose repeated and desper­
ate, though fruitless assaults had the effect of 
checking temporarily the contemplated move­
ment. The Federal troops, protected by their 
breastworks, finally drove the enemy back with 
ll. loss of upward of two thousand killed and 
wounded. 

After a brief pause, intcrrupted only by the 
customary skirmishing, renewed orders were 
given for the shifting of the Federal line to the 
left. The movement was now effected with 
comparative ease, and on Jnne 1st, the roads to 
Allatoona and Ackworth being occupied, the 
cavalry divisions of Stoneman and Garrard were 
pushed forward to Allatoona Pass, which' was 
carried with slight loss. Orders were imme­
diately given to rebuild the railroad bridge 
over the Etowah, at Etowah Station, and on 
June 4th Gen. Sherman moved dircctly upon 
Ackworth. This manoouvre compelled Gen. 
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Johnston to abandon his intrenchments at New 
Hope Church, and move. westward to the rail­
road to cover Marietta, ·and on the 6th the Fed-

I	eral army reached Ackworth where it rested 
for several days. Allatoona Pass was at once 
fixed upon as a secondary base, and put in a 
defensible condition. .Ii well-informed corre­
spondent, 5ummin" up the results of the eam­
paign to this date~ observes: "We have in a 
month's time, with a force not very much su­
peri or to his, forced the enemy back nearly one 
hundred miles, obliging him to abandon four 
different positions of' unusual strength and pro­
portions; have fought him six times; have 
captured twelve guns, threc colors, over two 
thousand prisoners, with considerable forage, 
provisions, and means of tmnsportation; h·ave 
placed at least fifteen thousand of his men hors 
de combat, and have destroyed several impor­
tant foundries, rolling mills, iron works, &c., 
at Rome, and in the Alla.toona Mountains." 

On the 8th Gen. Blair reached Ackworth 
with two divisions of the 17th army corps 
which were attached to Gen. McPherson'~ 
command, and a brigade of cavalry belonging 
to Gen. Garrard's division. These acccssions 
compensated for the Federal losses in battle, 
and the garrisons left at Resaca, ROlDe, Kings­
ton, and Allatoona, and on the 9th the army, 
refreshed by three days'much needed rest, aud 
abundantly supplied with stores, moved for­
ward to Big Shanty, the next railroad station 
south of Ackworth. Between this place and 
Marietta intervenes a mountainous district of 
vast natural strength, haying three detached and 
well-defined summits, where Gen. Johnston had 
made his next stnnd. Kenesaw Mountain, the 
most easterly of these summits, is a double-
peaked eminence, about 1,200 feet high, lying 
dil'ectly north and northwest of Marietta, and 
west of-the railroad, and sending out a spurfor 
several miles in a northeasterly direction. West 
of Marietta, on the road to Dallas, is Lost 
Mountain, and midway between the latter and 
Kenesaw, half .11 mile further to the north, is 
Pine Mountain, a rugged, cone-shaped pcak, 
which may be said to form the apex of a trian­
gle, of which Kenesaw and Lost Mountains 
constitute the baso. The throe eminences are 
connected by several ranges of lesser heights, 
seamed with ravines, and covered with III dense 
growth of oak and hickory, and upon their 
snmmits the rebels had erected signal stations 
which commanded an excellent view of all the 
general operations of the Federal forces. As 
the . latter drew in sight, the most assailable 
points in this succcssion of mountain fortresses 
appeared bristling with cannon, aod the spurs 
were aliye with men constructing earthworks, 
felling timber for obstructions, and otherwise 
preparing for an obstinate reRistancc. The 
rebel front extended westward from thc rail­
road, on which their right rested, about four 
miles, and comprised several successive lines 
of intrenchments. They had also some works 
on the ridge east of the railroad. "The rebel 

works" says the correspondent above quoted, 
" consisted of log barricades, protected by earth 
thrown against them, with a formid.able abatis, 
and in many places a clwvaux-de-fTlilC of sharp­
ened fence-rails besides. The thickness of this 
parapet (which really resembled a parallel) was 
generally six to eight feet at top, o? the in­
fantry line, and from twelve to fifteen feet 
thick at top where fieldg~ms were post.e~, 
or where fire from our artIllery was antlCl­
pated." 

The controlling point of the whole region is 
Kenesaw }IOl1ntain, which covers the railroad 
and the town of Marietta so effectually that a 
direct advance upon the latter place from the 
north would be well-nigh impossible. As the 
rebel lines were drawn, it constituted a strong­
hold or citadel in a deep reentrant, Pine and 
Lost Mountains and the connecting ridges being . 
in the nature of outworks, useful in retarding 
the approach of an enemy, but not absolutely 
essential as portions of a system of defences. 
The accounts of prisoners, deserters, nnd scouts, 
placed Gen. Johnston's force at ninc divisions of 
seven thousand men each, which was probably 
somewhat above the mark; in addition to 
which an auxiliary force of fifteen thousand 
Georgia militia, called out by Governor Brown, 
was placed at his disposal. The latter, though 
comparatively undisciplined, did good service 
as laborers on fortifications, and were capable 
of offering considerable resistance behind carth­
works. Hardee's corps occupied their right, 
Polk the centre, and Hood the left. Their cav­
aIry, estimated at fifteen thousand, operated 
on the flanks, a,nd in the Federal rear. 

The order of the Federal advance was some­
what different from that preyiously observed 
during the campaign. Gen. McPherson's COill­
mand was now transferted to the extreme left, 
and moved toward· Marietta, having its right 
on the railroad, while Gen. Schofield, shifting 
to the right wing, marched for Lost Mountain. 
Gen. Thomas kept his old position in the cen­
tre,and moved on Kenesaw and Pine Moun­
tains. Gens. Stoneman and Garrard covered 
the right and left wings with their cavalry, 
and McOook guarded the communications and 
rear. From the 9th to the 14th the Federal 
lines were gradually closed up toward the rebel 
position, Sherman's first object being to break 
the line between Kenesaw and Pine Mountains; 
and on the latter day, during a heavy cannon­
ade by the 4th corps, the rebel Gen. Polk, com­
manding on Pine Mountain, was killed by the 
explosion of n shdl. On the salDe night, the 
rebels, perceiving that Hooker's corps was 
moving arollnd the base of' the mountain to 
cut oil' their retreat, abandoned their works 
without loss of guns or material of war, and 

- on the morning of the 15th the position was 
quictly occupied by Stanley'S division of tho 
4th corps. A pape~ was found affixed to a 
stake, stating, "Here Geu. Polk WilS killed by 
n Yankee shcll;" and from the reports of de­
sertcrs it appe~red that Gens. Johnston and 
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II:JJ'dee were standing near Gen. Polk when he 
was struck, and narrowly escaped dea.th. 

Gen. Johnston now drew back his centre 
about a mile, to a strong lin~ of intrenchments 
in the ruO'O"ed hills connectmg Kenesaw and 
Lost Mou~tains, keeping his flanks on these 
tlVO eminences. The 15th, 16th, n.nd 17th, 
were occupied with ~n:essant skirmishing, 

_ which told upon the spmts and endura~ce of 
the Federal army almost as. much as a pitched 
battle. "The enemy," says ?- correspondent, 
"seems to have marked ont thiS whole country, 
from the Alln.toona, Mountn.ins to the Chatta­
hoochc with line after line of rifle-pits and in­
trench~ents and fortification. No sooner do we 
take possession of one formidable line of works 
than another confronts us, and each seems to 
be strouger than the preceding." On the ex­

• treme right during the afternoon of the 15th, 
Gen. Schofield carried the first line of the rebel 
works at the foot of Lost Mbuntain. During 
the 17th, the left and ceutre remained quiet, 
its line being so far advanced that a general 
engagement would otherwise have resulted. 
The right and right centre were pushed for­
ward more than a mile, occupying a heavy line 
of intrenchments which the rebels had evacu­
ated, alld their main line at the foot of Lost 
Mountain, without serious loss. Toward even­
ing, after much heavy skirmishing, the enemy's 
left was dislodged from the strong intrench­
ments at the"Lost Mountain and in the rear 
of Kenesaw, and driven back upon his centre, 
the Federal army swinging around so as to 
threaten his flank. The movement occupied 
the whole day, and was rendered difficult by 
the thick growth of timber and underwood 
and the pertinacity of the skirmishers of the 
enemy. During the 18th, the right crowded 
the rebel left still further backward. The 
possession of the Dallas and Marietta road was 
secured, and the enemy pushed so hard at dusk 
that the 20th corps was in a line pcrpendicular 
to their own. The Federal troops met with 
considerable loss during the day, as in many 
places it was necessary to construct opposing 
works under the fiercest iil'e, especially from 
the enemy's sharpshooters; but from extreme 
right to extreme left the rebel skirmishers 
were steadily driven, and many of them killed 
and wounded. Several hundred prisoners wcre 
also t..'lken. These made the number taken since 
the 11th about one thousand. . 

Apprehending that his position on Lost 
},fountain was in danger of being enveloped, 
Gen. Johnston, on the night of the 18th, under 
cover of the darkness and a violent storm of 
raiu, drew in his left flank toward Kenesaw, 
which he made his salient, his right wing being 
thrown back to cover Marietta, and his left 
behind NOde's Creek, for the purpose of guard­
ing hi~ railroad eommunication with the Ohat­
tahooche. The abandoned works on Lost 

. Mountain, and the line of breastworks connect­
ing it with Kenesaw, were at once occupied 
by the Federal troops, and during the 19th the 

enemy ",:as steadily pressed at all points. On 
the evenmg of .that day our left held the base 
of Kenesa w on Its north face, and the first ridge 
of hills running thence to the northeast': while 
our right lay to the west and rear of Ke'nesaw 
and within three miles of Marietta. Durin~ 
these operations the rain fel1 almost incessantly~ 
and the roads were rendered so heavy that a 
general movement would have been impossible. 
The most that could be attempted was to press 
the enemy without cessation, ancl harass him 
by constant skirmishing. The fact that under 
such discouraging circumstances so many strong 
positions were carried, testifies to the discipline 
and endurance of the troops. 

The operations of the 20th and 21st were of 
a similar cha.racter to those above described, 
but on the 22d the enemy made a sudden at­
tack upon portions of Gens. Hooker's and 
Schofield's troops on the Federal right, near 
what is known as the "Kulp House," and 
was handsomely repulsed, leaving his dead, 
wounded, and many prisoners behind him. 
The Federal centre was now established square­
ly in front of Kenesaw, but it required so DlllJlY 
men to hold the railroad and the line running 
along the base of the mountain, that but fl 

small force was left with which to attempt a 
flank movement to the right. So small was it 
that Gen. Sherman hesitatQd to push it vigor­
ouslytoward the railroad, in the rear of Marietta, 
for fear that it might be altogether detached 
from the army and exposed to disaster. He 
thercfore contented himself with extending his 
right along the enemy's flanK, hoping that Gen. 
Johnston would thereby be induced to weaken 
his centre sufficiently to render an assault in that 
direction practicable. " Although inviting the 
enemy at all times," says Gen. Sherman in his 
official report, "to make such mistakcs, I could 
not hope for him to repeat them after the ex­
amples of Dal1as and the 'Kulp House;' and 
upon studying the ground, I had no alternative 
but to assault his lines or turn his position. 
Either course had its difficulties and dangers. 
And I perceived that the enemy and our own 
officers had settled down into a conviction that 
I would not assault fortified lines. AlIlookcd 
to me to 'outflank.' An army to be efficient 
must not settle down to one single mode of 
offence, but must be prepared to execute any 
plan which promises success. I waited, there­
fore, for the moral effeet, to make a successful 
assault against the enemy behind his breast­
works, lind rcsolved to attempt it at that point 
wherc sllccess would give the largest fruits of 
victory." The genenll point selected was the 
rebel left centre, in the belief that if this should 
be once forc-at}, a road to the railroad below 
Marietta would be opened to the assaulting 
column, the enemy's retreat cut off, and their 
army overwhelmed in detail. Simultaneous 
with this an attack was directed to be made on 
Little Kenesaw by McPherson. The 27th was 
selected for thc movement, and three days were 
allowed for preparation. 
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At 6 A. M., on the appointed day Gen. Blair's 
(17th) corps, holding the extr'eme'left of Gen. 
McPherson's line, moved toward the eastern 
poiut of the monntain to threaten the enemy's 
right, while Gen. Dodnoe'~ (16th) corps and Gen. 
Logan's (15th) corps as~aulted the northern slope ' 
adjoining. The brunt of the attack was borne 
by three brigades of the 15th corps, which im­
mediately scattered the enemy's skirmishers, 
and pushing on up the hill with impetuosity, 
carried part of the rebel rifle-pits. Some of the 
retreating enemy were captlll"ed while endeav­
oring to escape to a gorge which intervenes be­
tween the right and left halves of Kenesaw. 
Still pressing forward our troops arrived at the 
foot of a perpendicular cliff thirty feet high, 
from the crest of which the enemy formed in 
line of battle, poured a destructive plunging 
fire, and rolled down huge stones. Seeing it 
impossible to scale these cliffs our line halted, 
retired a short distance, and fortified on the 
extreme right. For the second and more im­
portant attack portions of Gen. Newton's divi­
sion of the 4th corps, and of Gen. Davis's of the 
14th corps, were selected. At a given signal 
the troops rushed forward with buoyant cour­
age, charged up the face of the mountain amidst 
a murderous fire from a powerful battery on 
the summit and through two lines of abatis, 
carried a line of rifle-pits beyond, and reached 
the works. The colors of several regiments 
were planted before the latter, and some of the 
men succeeded in mounting the ramparts, but 
the deaths ·of Gens. Wagner'aud Harker, and 
the wonnding of Gen. McCook, the destructive 
fire of both musketry and artillery, and the dif­
ficulty of deploying the long colnmns under such 
fire, rendered it necessary to recall the men. 
Gen. Newton's troops returned to their original 
line, while Gen. Davis's 2d brigade threw up 
works between those they had carried and the 
main line ofthe enemy, and there remained. The 
whole contest lasted little more than an hour, 
but cost Gen. Sherman nearly three thousand in 
killed and wounded, while the enemy, lying be­
hind well-formed breastworks, suffered com­
paratively slight loss. During the day Gen. 
Schofield had sharp skirmishing with the ene­
my's left wing, and Gen. Cox's division of the 
23d corps pushed forward to a point nine 
miles south of Marietta and three from the 
Chattahoochee; but the important fighting was 
in the centre. The failure of the attack is to 
be attributed to the fact that Gen. Johnston 
did not allow hiJlli;elf to be deceived by the 
lengthened line which Gen. Shermau opposed to 
him. From his eleva.ted position on the sum­
mit of Keuesaw he could see plainly that the 
main posts still confronted him, and that the 
flanking movement to his left was not in earnest. 
Oontenting himself, therefore, with sending a 
single corps to watch the right wing, he held 
his main body to repel the assault on his ecntre. 

It was not, however, the intention of Gen. 
Sl).m·man to rest long under the imputation of 
defeat, and he almost immediately commenced 

preparations to turn the enemy's left, amusing 
Gen. Johnston, meanwhile, by a show of ap­
proachinO" his centre by saps. On J lily 1st, 
Gens. H;oker and Schofield advanced to the 
rinoht some two miles, and on the 2d Gen. 
M~Pherson received orders to rapidly shift 
his whole force from the extreme left to the 
extreme right of the Feder~l lines, aJ;d push 
on to Nickajack Creek, whICh flows Into the 
Chattahoochee four miles below the railroad 
bridge. His place on the left, in front of Ken­
esaw, was occupied by Gen. Garrard's cf\valr~, 
while Gen. Stoneman's cavalry moved on hIS 
flanks to strike the river near Tumer's FelTY, 
two miles and a half below the railroad bridge. 
The object of the movement was speedily de­
tected by Gen. Johnston, who at once prepared 
to evacuate Kenesaw and fall back to the Chat­
tahoochee. On the night of the 2d his rear 
guard abandoned the works which fo\· upward • 
of three weeks had been so resolutely assailed 
and defended, and before dawn of the 3d the 
Federal pickets occupied the crest of the moun­
tain. Orders were immcdiately given for Gen. 
Thomas to mo\'e forward along the railroad to 
Mariett.'"I, and thence southward to the Chatta­
hoochee, the rcst of the army pressing rapi~ 
toward Nickajack Creek to harass the enemy in 
flank and rcar, and if possible to assail him in 
the confusion of crossing the river. Gen. Sher­
man himself, accompanying the Army of the 
Cumberland, entered Mnrietta at 9 o'clock on 
the morning of the 3d. During the retreat about 
two thousand prisoners, principally stragglers, 
fell into the hnnds of the Federal troops. 

Gen. Johnston was too good a geneml to 
lcave his movement uncovered, and Gen. 
Thomas pushing forward in pursuit, found 
him intrenched behind a fortified line at Smyr­
na, half way between the river and Marietta, 
having his flanks protected by Nickajllc.k and 
Rottenwood Creeks. This, however, was but 
an advance line, his intention being to make 
his real stand in a series of works on the left 
bank of the river, and at the railroad bridge, 
w here he had constructed a strong tete de 
pont. Again a flanking movement to the 
right was attcmpted, and with such success 
that on the night of the 4th Gen. Johnston 
fell back to the river, across which the main 
body of his army passed, Gen. Hardee's corps 
remaining on the right bank. Gen. Sherman 
then moved up to the Chattahoochee, find on 
the evening of the 5th Gens. Thomas's and Mc­
Pherson's troops occupied a line extending from 
a short distance above the railroad bridge to the 
mouth of Nickajack Creek, while Gen. Schofield 
was posted in the rear near Smyrna as a re­
serve. Cavalry demonstrations were extended 
as far south as Campbelltown, fifteen miles be­
low the railroad bridge. By these several man­
oouvres, and partic;lllirly by the shifting of Gen. 
McPherson's troops to the right, Gen. Sherman 
aimed to con vey to Gen. Johnston the impression 
that it was his left flank that was to be turned; 
and in pursuance of the same strategy the Fed­
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era} general having detennined that the ene­
my's position was miassailable except ~y a flank 
movement across the river, amused hiS enemy 
by demonstrations sonth of the railro.ad bridge, 
as if he intended crossing there. HIS real ob­
ject was, by rapidly shifting mtlSSeil of troopil 
from extreme ri"'ht to extreme left, to turn the 
enemy's right fla~k, and s.eizc ~nd hold the vital 
strategic points in that du·ectlOn. 

Gen. Schofield was, accordingly, dil'ected to 
move clue eastward from his position at Smyrna 
to the Ohattahoochee, aI;ld to make a crossing 
near the mouth of Soap Oreek, eight miles 
north of the railroad bridge. This was SIIC­
cessfully accomplished on the 7th, with the 
capture of a gun and a number of prisoners, 
and a lodgment was effectcd on high ground 
on the left bank, aud a substantial bridge con­
structed. At the samc time Gen. Garrard occu­
pied Rosswell, a town Ilear the Ohattahoochee, 
nearly dne north of Atlanta, and about seven 
miles above Gen. Schofield's crossing, where 
he destroyed some woollen and cotton mills 
which had supplied the rebel armies. In accord­
ance with Gen. Sherman's orders he secured 
the ford at this place until a corps could be sent 
thither from the Army of the'Tennessee on the 
right wing. On the 9th" while the enemy were 
amused by feints extending'from Power's Ferry, 
four miles above the railroad bridge, to Turner's 
Ferry, three miles below it, a crossing was 
effected at Rosswell, and the river firmly bridg­
ed; and under coyer of the same demonstra­
tions Gen. Howard was enabled to throw a 
bridge across at Power's Ferry. Gen. John­
ston at lcngth took the alarm, and during the 
night of the 9th gave orders for another retreat. 
His heavy gnns were removed to Atlanta, seven 
miles distant, Gen. Hardee's corps was safely 
crossed to the left bank, and at daylight of the 
10th tho railroad' bridge, the road bridge, and 
the pon toons, were in flames. The rebel army 
then fell back toward tlle fortifications of 
Atlanta, abandoning the whole line of the 
river, although its left wing kept in the neigh­
borhood of 'furner's Ferry, in the expectation 
of an attack from that quarter. Leaving Gen. 
Johnston to his delusion, Gen. Sherman rapidly 
and quietly moved the rest of the Army of the 
Tennessee behind the line of our forces, to its 
old position on the extreme left, aud busied 
himself with strengthening his bridges and col­
lecting supplies, whicll, as early as the Sth, 
were brought by railroad within a mile of the 
railroad bridge. 

A week's rest was now allowed the army, a 
sufficient force being detailed to the left bank 
of the Ohattahoochee to seoure the several posi­
tions there and occupy the works of the enemy. 
These proved to be of the most formidable 
character, and had evidently cost many months 
of labor, the liues extending for npward of five 
and a half miles along the river, with almost 
impenetrable abatis in front. The sudden 
abandonment of them caused more consterna­
tion to the enemy than any previous disaster of 

the ~ampail?n, as it, was anticipated that here, in 
the Immediate neighborhood of his supplies 
Gen. Johnston could make a long and probably 
successful stand j or at least keep Gen. Sherman 
at bay until reenforcements from other parts of 
the confederacy should arrive. The catastro­
phe completed the long catalogue of complaints 
against this general which his enemies had 
sedulously arrayed bcfore the public, and his re­
moval was clamored for as indispensable to the 
salvation of tile cause. The inhabitants of 
Atlanta in particular urged that the retreating 
policy had been followed far enough. It can 
hardly admit of' a doubt, however, that he had 
conducted the campaign with prudence and 
skill and considering his inferiority in numbers 
to Gen. Sherman, who was always in a condi­
tion to outflank him, he had probably delayed 
the Federal advance as long as it was possiblc. 

On the 17th the whole aJ'my was Hcross the 
Ohattahoochee, with the exception of Gen. Da­
vis's division of the 14th corps, left to watch the 
railroad bridge and the real', and prepared to 
move upon Atlanta, The Army of the Oum­
berland now occupied the right wing and right 
centre, resting on the river just above the rail­
road bridge, the Army of the Ohio the left cen­
tre, and the Army of the Tennessee the left. In 
this order a grand right wheel was commenced, 
the right wing of' tho Army of the Oumberland 
serving as the pivot, which, on the evening of 
the 17th, brought the Federal line into a posi­
tion about northeast of the railroad bridge, 
along what is known as the old Peach Tree 
road. On the 18th the left wing, swillging 
rapidly around, struck the Georgia Hailroad, 
which connects Atlanta with Augusta, at a 
point two miles west of Stone :Mount.ain, a vast 
elevH,tion of granite towering over the sur­
rounding country, fifteen miles nortlleast of 
Atlanta. With the aid of Gen. Garrard's cav­
alry, which moved on his flank, Gen. Mc­
Pherson broke up a section of about four 
miles of the road, while Gen. Schofield oc­
cupied Decatur, six miles east of Atlanta, 
and Gen, Thomas brought his troops closo 
up to Peach Tree Oreek, a small stream rising 
five or six miles northeast of Atlanta, and 
flowing ,southwesterly into the Ohattahoochee, 
near the railroad bridge. In these manceuvres 
our extreme left encountered little el ethan 

'cavalry, supported by a few guns and a very 
inadequate force of infantry, an evidence that 
the enemy was still laboring under the delusion 
that his left and not his right was the real point 
of attack, and that Atlanta was to be ap­
proached from the southwest instead of from 
the northeast. Under these circumstances Gens. 
McPherson and Schofield were enabled, on the 
19th, to pass with little trouble westward of 
Deoatur, within the naturnlly strong defensive 
lines of Nance's and Peach Tree Oreeks. Gen. 
Thomas, moving more directly from the north 
of Atlanta, founel the enemy in larger force, 
but succeedcd on the same day in crossing Peach 
Tree Oreek in front of their intrenched lines. 
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The Federal line then held the arc of a circle 
extending from the railroad between Atlant~ 
and the river to some distance south of the 
Georgia Railroad, and in a direction north and 
northeast of Atlanta. 

Meanwhile, on the 17th, Gen. Johnston had, 
in accordance with orders from the confederate 
war department, turned over. his command to 
Gen. Hood, accompanying the act with the fol­
lowing farewell address to his troops: 

HEADQUARTERS1 ARMY OF TENNESSEE, }
July Ii, 1S64. 

In obedience to tbe orders of the War Department, 
I turn o,'er to Gen. Hood the command of the Army 
and Department of Tennes~ee. I cannot !eave thIS 
noble army without expresslD" my admIratIOn of the 
hi"h military qualities it has cl'isph,yed so conspicu­
ou~ly-every soldierly virtue, endurance of toil, obe­
dience to orders, hrilliant courage. 

The enemy has never att!1cked hut to be severely 
repulsed and punished. You, soldiers, have never 
argued but from your courage, and never counted 
your fears. No longer your leader, I will still watch 
your career, and will rejoice in your victories. To one 
·and all I offer assurances of my friendship, and hid 
an affectionate farewell. 

J . E. JOHNSTON, General. 
General Hood, on assuming command, issued 

the following address: 
HE.<. DQUARTER8, A.IUIY OF TE~Nr:S8EZ. l 

July 18, 1S64. l 
SOLDI~RS: In ohedienee to orders from the War 

Department, I assume command of this Army and 
Departmen~. I feel the wei~bt of the responsihility 
so suddenly and unexyectedlY devolved upon me hy 
thi" position, and shul bend all my energies and em­
ploy all my skill to meet its requirements. I look 
with confidence to your patriotism to stand by me, 
and rely npnn your prowess to wrest your country 
from the grasl' of the invader, entitlin~ yourselves 
to the proud dIstinction of being called the deliverers 
of an oppressed people. J. n. HOOD, General. 

With this change in commanders commenced 
a change in the method of conducting the cam­
paign, ~ which it was expected that the morale 
of the rebel army, weakened by the persistent 
Fabian policy of Gen. Johnston, would be fully 
reestablished. The time for retreating had 
passed when the chief city of western Georgia 
lay almost in the grasp of Gen. Sherman j and 
the rebel army, which, to gh'e Gen. Johnston 
doe credit, had been kept in a compact body, 
and had experienced but inSIgnificant losses of 
guns 01' material of war, was to be launched, 
after their well-known tactics, in fierce assaults 
upon the invader. With this view the command 
was given to Gen. Hood, who had an unequalled 
reputation among their generals for energy and 
impetuous bravery. 

On the 20th the Federal lines converged still 
more c1osel)! around the northern and eastern 
sides of Atlanta, and as a gap existed between 
Gens. Schofield and Thomas, Stanley's and 
Wood's division of Gen. Hownrd:,s corps were 
moved to the left to connect with Gen. Scho­
field, leaving Gen. Newton's division of Gen. 
Howard's corps, with inadequate force, to hold 
an import3.nt position on the road leading from 
Atlanta to Buckhead. This weak point was 
soon detected by Gen. Hood, who determined 
to signalize his appointment to the chief com­

mand by an assuult whicll, at one hl?w, should 
retrieve the disasters of the campmgn. Gen. 
Sherman also was well aware that his line was 
vulnel:able at this point j and as there were 
indications during the morning of a concen­
tration of troops on the enemy's dght, as if 
to attack the left, orders wcre sent to Gen. 
Newton and the rest of the Army of the Cum­
berland to close rapidly up in the latter direction. 
Gen. Newton accordingly pushed fon;ard to. a 
prominent ridge, where, about two 0 clock III 
the afternoon his troops stacked arms and 
made a temporary halt. Some prisoners, gath­
ered up by the skirmishers, having reported 
that there was no considerable force of the 
enemy within a mile and a half, no apprehen­
sion of an attack seems to have been felt, and 
no preparations had been made beyond the ac­
customed piles of logs and rails, which the Fed­
eral troops constructed as a matter of course, 
wheuever halting for any considerable time on 
new ground in presence of the enemy. Gen. 
Hood had meanwhile been massing his main 
body in the woods immediately in front of 
Gen. Newton and of Gen. Hooker, who was 
approaching from the right, expecting, by a sud­
den and overwhelming attack upon the col­
umns while in motion, to cut the Fe<leral army 
in twain. At 4 o'clock he advanced from his 
covert without skirmishers, and pushed direct­
ly for Gen. Newton's position. Notwithstand­
ing the unexpectedness of his appearance, the 
Federal troops sprang instantly to their arms, 
and from behind their hreastworks pomed 
deliherate !lnd dcadly volleys into the clense 
masses of the Confederatcs, who wcre further 
kept in check by well-served batteries which 
Gen. Newton had posted on ea-ch of pis flanks. 

Almost at the instant of the attack on Gen. 
Newton, Gcn. Geary's division of Gen. Hooker's 
corps was struck by thc advancing columns of 
the enemy and thrown hack in some confusion. 
But quickly rallying, it recovered its gronnd 
artd kept the enemy in check uutil Ward's di­
vision conld a.rrive to its assistance. The lat­
ter met the enemy's charge by a connter eharge, 
and the two columns mingling in the shock of 
battle, the enemy, after a brief and fierce strug­
gle, were driven back. Further to tbe right, 
and next to Geary, Willhllns' division, though 
attacked with desperation, stood manfully up 
to the work, and repulsed with heavy loss every 
onset of the euemy. After fonr hours of in­
cessant fighting, the latter retired precipitately 
to his intrcnchments, leaving on the field up­
ward of six hundred dead, one thousand severe­
ly wounded, seven regimental flags, and a nnm­
bel' of prisoners. His total loss was estimated 
by Gen. Sherman at five thousand. That of 
the Federal troops was one thousand nine 
hundred, of which the greater part fell on Gen. 
Hooker's corps, which fought wholly on open 
ground, and bore the brnnt of the battle. 

During the 21st the enemy kept within his 
intrenched position, commanding the open val­
ley of Peach Tree Creek, his right beycnc.1 the 
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G'oorgia railroad to the east, and his left ex­
tended toward Turner's Ferry, at a general 
distance of four miles from Atlanta. In the 
course of the day a steep and stl:ongly-fortified 
hill about five hundred yurds lD auvance of 

. the'skirmish line of the extreme Federal left, 
: Was O'allantly carried by Gen. Leggett's division 

of the 17th corps, though with a loss of seven 
hundred and fifty men. Four desperate 
IIttempts were made by the division of Gen. 
Oleburne to regain the position, which co~­
plctely commandcd Atlanb and the two prm­
cipal roads leading north anu south from the 
city· but the enemy finally retired, baffled and 
seve;·cly crippleu, leaving his dead and most of 
his wounded on the slope of the hill. He also 
lost about a hunch·ed prisoners. Gen. McPher­
son immediately threw out working parties to 
the hill, with the inte~tion of occupying it with 
strong batteries. 

On the 22d the whole advanced line of the ene­
my was found abandoned, it circumstance which 
at first led Gell. Sherman to believe that they 
intended to surrender Atlanta without further 
contest. Gen. Hood, however, was only prepar­
ing to repeat, on a larger scale, the experiment 
of the 20th. Bya show of retreating upon the 
city he hoped to decoy Gen. Sherman into a rapid 
ad vance, and then suddenly, with heavy mnsses 
of troops, to strike the Federal army while in 
motion, at such wea.k points as should present 
themselves. "It is now quite evident," says an 
army correspondent, writing on the 24th, "that 
the enemy, when they fell back out of their 
works, did not retire to the inner line around 
the city at all, though by taking that direction, 
and showing themselves in large numbcrs upon 
their works, they intended to make us believe 
they had done so. Gen. Hardee's corps, inst8au, 
marcbed during the night away round to the 
eastward, sweeping entirely the cirele of the 
Federal left wing, and then, as we closed in 
around the city, and before the left wing had 
got in position, struck us upon the front, and 
also upon the flanks." Unsuspicious of this 
deep laid plan for his discomfiture, Gen. Sher­
man pushcu his troops beyond the abandoned 
works, and·founel the enemy occupying in force 
3. line of finished redoubts completely covering 
the approaches to Atlanta, and busily occupied 
in connecting these redoubts with curtains 
strengthened by rifle trenclles, abatis, and che­
vaux-de-frise. This satis/ied him that Gen. 
Hood meant to fight, and he immediately re­
sumed the dispositions previously commenced 
for prcssi!lg the city on its eastern and north­
ern fronts. As the Federal line closed in, the 
circle which it formed became so contracted, 
that the 16th corps, Gen. Dodge, which formed 
the right of the Army of the Tennessee, was 
thrown out of position, and fell behind the 15th 
corps, the latter thus olosing TIp with Gen. 
Schofield, who held the centre. Gen.llfcPher­

" 	son accordingly ordercil Gen. Dodge to shift 
his position to the extr8fne left of the line, and 
occupy the hill carried by the 17th corps on 

the previous day, and which was still held by 
Gen. Leggett's division. At about 11 A. M., 
soon after this movement had commenced, Gen. 
McPherson met the commander-in-chief near 
the centre of the lines. "He described to me " 
says Gen. Sherman in llis official repoi't "the 
condition of things on his flank and tlie'dispo­
sitions of his troops. I explaincd to him that 
if we met serious resistance in Atlanta, as pres­
cnt appeara.nces indicated, instead of operating 
against it by the lcft., I would extend to the 
right, and that I did not want him to gain 
much distance to the left. He then described 
the hill occupied by Gen. Leggett's division of 
Gen. Blair's (17th) corps as essential to the oc­
cupati'on of any ground to the east and south 
of the Augusta railroad, on account of its com­
manding nature. I therefore ratified his dis­
position of tr~ops, and modified a previous ordcr· 
I had sent him in writing to use Gen. Dodge's 
corps, thrown ~omewhat in reserve by the 
closing up of our line, to break up railroad, 
and I sanctioned its going, as already ordered 
by Gen. McPherson, to his left, to hold and 
fortify that position." 

At noon Gen. McPherson rodc off to the left, 
where the enemy appeared to be making a 
slight cavalry demonstration: He had not been 
gone half an hour when the desultory skirmish­
ing which had been going on in that quarter 
all the morning suddenly deepened into n. loud 
crash of musketry, followed by rapid artillery 
firing, indicating the presence of the enemy in 
large force. Gen. Hood had in fact iieeul'ed 
the opportunity which he desired, and ap­
prehending rightly that a demonstration was 
least expected· on the left flank, had massed 
Gens. Hardee's and Stewart's corps under 
the cover of the thick woods which skirt 
tile railroad, and was preparing to attack the 
16th and 17th corps while they were getting 
into position, his forts meanwhile holding 
the Federal centre and right in check. Gen. 
Sherman instantly transmitted orders to Gens. 
Schofield and Thomas to keep the enemy em­
ployed on all parts of their front, and the former 
was directed to hold as large a force as possible 
in reserve to sustain the left, should aid be 
needed. 

Gen. McPherson, upon reaching the left, 
found the 16th corps just about moving into 
position to prolong the flank, and tomporarily 
fncing to the left in a direction perpendicular 
to our main line. Between the right of the 
16thand the left of the 17th corps was a wooded 
space of about half a mile which was not occu­
pied by any troops. Shortly after twelve o'clock 
the enemy emerged from the dense woods in 
front of these corps in three solid columns, and 
marched directly upon the 16th corps for the 
purpose of turning our whole line. Three deE­
pel'ute assaults were repelled by Gell. Dodge, 
in the last of which the enemy suffered severe 
loss from the well-direeted fire of the Federal 
b>1tterics. Finding that the attempt to break 
the lines had failed at this point, Gen. McPhcr­
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son ~ool;: adv~ntage of a temporary lull in the 
fightmg to 1'I(1e through the woods to Gen. 
Giles A. Smith's division, which held the left 
of the 17th corps. A report that the enemy in 
heavy force were moving around the left of the 
17th corps, and were pushing in through the 
gap above mentioned, as existing between it 
nod the 16th (the attack on the 16th corps 
having, in fact, been a feint to draw attention 
from the real point of attack), induced him to 
hasten in that direction. After reaching the 
~ap he gave directions to the only member of 
his staff who accompanied him, the rest having 
been sent with orders to different portions of 
the field, to obtain a brigade from Gen. Logan's 
command and throw it across the gap, and 
then, with a single orderly, struck. into a cross 
road leading directly to Gen. Smith's position. 
Already, however, unknown to him, the ene­
my's skirmish line hall advanced closc up to this 
road, and wIlen it was too late to retrace his 
steps he found himself within fifty feet of it. 
The rebel officer in commallll called upon him 
to surrender, but he only dashed his horse to 
the right of the road, and 'V"IlS almost imme­
illately bronght to the gronnd, mortally wound­
ed, by a volley from the skirmishers. His body 
was for a time in the possession of the enemy, 
but was subsequently recovered and brought 
within the Federal lines. Upon hearing of this 
disaster, Gen. Sherman ordered Gen. Logan to 
assume command of the Army of the Tennes­
see. 

The brigade (Wangelin's) ordered up from 
Gen. Logan's corps, arrived in time t'J partially 
check the enemy, but could not prevent him 
from getting a portion of his force in the rear 
of the 17th corps, while heavy masses of troops, 
principally from Gen. Stewart's corps, were 
pushed against the works held by Gen. Legg<lit 
on the hill, wrested from Gen. Cleburne the day 
before, and which they were evidently determin­
ed to retake at any sacrifice. Sweeping up in 
their advance the working party engaged upon 
the fortifications, the enemy bore heavily against 
Gens. Smith's and Leggett's divisions, which, at­
tacked in front and rear, were obliged to firo al­
ternately from behind their own breastwork and 
thc old abandoned parapet of the enemy; Gen. 
Leggett's troops clung tirmly to their important 
position on the top of the hill, against the 
fortified angle of which tho rebels dashed their 
columns with desperate but fi'uitless energy. 
Gen. Smith had mc:mwhilc been compclled to 
abandon his more exposed lines, but by a skil­
ful movement he gradually withdrew his men, 
regiment by regiment, to a new line connecting 
on the right with Gen. Leggett, his left, refused, 
facing to the southeast. In executing this 
movement he was obliged to abandon two 
guns to the enemy. Against this new forma­
tion of the 17th corps the enemy conlll make no 
impression, but recoiled again and again before 
the deadly fire of the Federal troops, which 
mowed down whole ranks at a time, and cov­
ered the gronnd and ditches with dead and 

wounded men. A part of tIle rebel force that 
pushed for the gap between the 16th. and 17th 
corps J'enewed the attack. np?n the right flank 
of the former, and upon Its first advance cap­
tured a six-aon battery of the regular army, 
which was x;;'oving along unsupportcd and un­
apprehensive of dangCi·. G,ens. Sweene~'s and 
Fuller's divisions soon checked the enemy's ad­
vance, and finally drove him back in e?~lfusion 
with the loss of many prisoners. At a entlCal pe­
riod of the battle several of Gen. Sweeney's regi­
ments were found to be without ammnnition; 
but as it WIIS indispensable that they should 
hold their position, their commander ordered 
them to meet the enemy with the bayonet, 
whereupon the latter broke and fled to the 
rear. At about half-past three o'clock the 
enemy desisted from his attack on our left 
flank, having gained no gl'ound and suffered 
enormous losses, for which his capture of eight 
guns ill compensated. 

Meanwhile two divisions of Gen. Wheeler's 
cavalry, with a section of artillery, took a wide 
circuit to the east and fell upon Decatur, now 
three miles in our rear, where Col. Sprague, 
with three infantry regiments, and a battery, 
was guarding a number of wagon trains filled 
with commissary and ammunition supplies. 
By a skilful disposition of his small force, Col. 
Sprague held the enemy in complete check until 
every wagon except three was sent to the 
rear of Gens. Schofield and Thomas, when he 
also fell back nearer the main body, hUYing in­
flicted considerable damage upon the (',nemyand 
secured a number of prisoners. Gen. Wheeler's 
unopposed approach to Decatur was owing to 
the absence of Gen. Garrard's cavalry 011 a 
raid southeast of Atlanta. ' 

About 4 P. M. a pause occurred in the bat­
tle, occasioned by Gen. Hood's massing troops 
for an assault upon Gen. Logan's (15th) corps, 
temporarily commanded by Gen. Morgan L. 
Smith, which held the right of the Army of the 
Tennessee behind substllntial breastworks, im­
metliately adjoining the 17th corps. At half­
past 4 P. M., while just enough of an attack 
was maintained against the extreme left to 
occupy' the attention of the troops in that 
qUllrter, a heavy fOI'ce two lines cleep marched 
directly ,toward tIle left of the 15th corps, driY­
ing before it a couple of regiments of skirmish­
ers and capturing "bvo guns. Protected by 
their works, Gen. Lightburl.l's brigade, which 
held this part of the line, for half an hour kept 
the enemy at bay by well-directed discharges 
from a battery of 20-pounc1er Pnrrotts j bnt a 
second strong rebel colulDn now appmached, 
which scarcely faltered beneath the volleys 
which ploughed its ranks in long furrows., alld 
presently, to add to the perplexity of I.he situa­
tion, a third column was seen pouring in at the 
rear through a deep cut in the Georgia rail­
road. Finding that to hold their position 
would insure capture, ~en. Lightburn's troops 
retired ill eonsiderable'!onfusion to the second 
line of breastwOI'ks, five h'undl'ed yards from 
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the main line, llnd the abandoned works, with 
two batteries fell into the hands of the enemy. 
The position 'gained by the lutter, if al~owed .to 
be held by them, throatened such serIOus dIs­
aster that Gen. Sherman sent orde:'~ to Gen. 
Logan, which hild alrcady been antlclpat~d ~y 
that general to make the 15th corps regam ltS 
lost ground 'at any cos.t. In ai~ of ~his move­
ment he posted certmn bttttel'les from Gen. 
Schofield's corps wllere thcy could shell the 
enemy and the works beyond, so as to prevent 
reenforcements. Just as the enemy were pre­
paring to turn the captured PlIl'l'otts upon the 
inner Fede1'3l line, the 15th corps, supported 
by portions of Gen. Schofield's troops, ad­
vanced with loud cheers upon them; and 
after a desperate struggle, in the course of 
which both Federals and rebels at times fought 
hauu to hand across the narrow pa1'3pet, the 
latter were driven out of thc works and the 
gUllS retaken. Theil' retreat was accele1'3ted 
by repeated discharges of grape aull canistel' 
among their erowued ranks which caused an 
awful carnage. With this repulse the battle 
terminated. 

This was by far the bloodiest battle yet 
fought in Georgia; and notwithstanding the 
complete defeat of the enemy at !Ill points, the 
Federal army sustained an irrcpal'llble loss in 
the death of Gen. McPherson, described by 
Gen. Sherman as "a noble youth, of striking 
personal appearance, of the highest profes­
sional capacity, and with a heart abounding in 
kindness that drew to him the affections of all 
men." The heroic conduct of the Army of the 

. Tennessee during the whole battle was in no 
slight degree owing to the desire to avenge the 
fall of their commander. The total Federal 
loss on the 22d was 3,722, of whom much the 
greater portion were killed /lnu wounded. The 
enemy's dead alone in front of our lines num­
bered 2,200 from actual count, and of thcse 
800 were dclivered to the enemy under flag of 
truce. Theil' total loss in killell was computed 
by Gen. Logan llt 3,240. Upwards of 3,000 
prisoners, including 1,000 wounded, anu many 
commissiol\ed officers of high rank, beside 18 
colors and 5,000 small arms, fell into the hards 
of the Federals. The enemy of course removed 
many of their dead al1llmost of their wounded. 
Owing to the closeness lUld dcspcration of the 
conflict, the proportion of wounded to killed 
was much less than usual-probably not more 
than two to one-which would make thcir 
loss in wounded about 0,500, anr] their total 
loss in killeu, wounded, aud prisor:er~, more 
than 12,000. 

As an important feature in his caii1paign, 
Gen. Sherman lwd contemplated, in audition to 
offensive opcrations against the enemy in the 
field, a series of expeditions against the se\Teral 
railroaus by which supplies or reeIiforcements 
were brought to Atlanta. The first line of rebel 
communications selcctedto be broken was the 
railroaU s}'stem connecting Atlanta with the 
southwest, comprising the Atlanta and West 

Point and the West P?int and Montgomery 
roads j and on July 10, m accordance with or­
ders long previously issued 1,y Gen. Sherman, 
a body of 2,000 Fedcral cavalry, under Gen. 
~ousseau, ~tarted from Decatur, Ala., for Ope­
lika, a statIOn on tho latter of these roads in 
castern 4-labama, whence a road diverO'es ~ast 
to the important manufactUring town ol'Colum­
bus, Geo., and thence to Macon. On the 13th 
Gen. Rousseau crossed the Coosa neal' the Ten 
Islands, routing a body of Alabama cavalry j 
passe(l rapidly through Talladega j skirmished 
again with the enemy at the crossing of the Tal­
lapoosa j and 011 the 16th struck the West Point 
and Montgomery road at Loachapoka, t.en miles 
west of Opelika. From this point to Opelika 
the railroad was well broken up, and the 
bridges lIud cuhTerts destroyed, beside three 
miles of the branch toward Columbus and two 
toward West Point. Gen. Rousseau then turn­
eu north, and brought his command in safety 
to Marietta on the 2'Zd, with a loss of less than 
thirty men. 

Thc next operation was to more thOl"OUghly 
disable the Georgia railroad. This had been 
broken up between Decatur aud Atlanta as the 
army closed around the city j but as Gen. Sher­
man already contemplated prolonging his right 
toward tho west and south of the town,. and 
possibly abandoning his hold on the railroad, it 
became necessary to render the latter una vail­
able to the rebels. Gen. Garraru was thcrefore 
detached on the 21st, and ordcreu to proceed 
with hi~ cavalry to Covington, forty-one miles 
east of Atlanta, nnddestroy the ruilroad bridges 
over the Yellow and Ulcopauhatchee RiYers, 
branches of the Oemulgee. He retllrned in safe­
ty 011 the 24th, haying completely destroyed t.he 
two bridges, of which that over the Yellow River 
was 550 feet in length, and the other 2:30 feet, 
and broken up the railroad for seven miles be­
tween tho two. lIe also bnrned thrce trains 
of cars, numerous depots, minor bridges find 
culverts, 2,000 bales of cotton, a now and ex­
tensive hospital building at COYington, anll a 
considerable quantity of commissary and qnar­
termaster's stores, and brought in with him 
several hundred prisoners and ne,groes and 
many horses. lie lost but 'two men in the ex­
pedition. 

Having rendered the Georgia road useless to 
tIle enemy Gen. Sherman next tUl'llcd his atten­
tion to the Macon and Western Huilroad, con­
necting Atlanta with Maoon, and the only ave­
nue left for the conveyance of stores and mn­
munition to the rebel army. For thc pmpose 
of eft'ectually crippling this, he organizeu his 
cavalry in two liirge bodies, to moye in conCCl't 
from each wing of the army, while simnltane­
ously with this movement tho Army of the 
Tennessee was to be shifted by the right toward 
East Point, a station six miles south of Atlanta, 
where the Atlanta and West Point and Macon 
and Western Rnilroads diverge from a commou 
truck. Gen. Stoneman was trnnsforred to the 
left flank, Ilnd assumed command of his own 
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Ou the 27th the two expeditions startcd 
forth Gcn. Stoneman making for McDonough, 
II to~n a,bout ten miles east of Lovejoy's, and 
sending Gen. Garrard to Fbt Rock to covel' his 
movement; . and Gen. McCool~ keeping down 
the right bunk of the Ohattahoochee. Gen. 
Stoneman however almost immediately turn­
ed off to~'ard tho Georgia Railroad, which he 
followed as far ilS Oovington, whence he struck 
due south, and to the east of the Ocmulgee, for 
Macon, distant sixty miles, in the neighborhood 
of which he arrived on the 30th. A detach­
men! was sent east to Gordon, a station on the 
Georgian Central Railroad, where eleven loco­
motives and several trains loaded with quarte!'­
masters' stores were destroyed, together with 
several bridges between that place and Macon. 
But as he learned that the prisoners in Macon 
had on the previous day been sent to Charles­
ton, Gen. Stoneman decided to return at once 
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illg of the 30th he turned northward ag~in, 
skirmishing on the way' and on the 1l10rnmg 
of the 31st when about t~'enty miles from Ma­
con encou'ntered !I. heavy force in his front. 
Th~ country being" unfllVOl'l1bl~ for ?avalry 
operations hc dismounted a portIOn of Ius com­
mand, and'threw them forward as skirmishers, 
but soon found himself surrounded. Aftcr va­
rious fruitless attempts to make head against 
tho onemy, he gave directions to the grea.ter 
part of his force to break through the opposmg 
lines, and escape in the readiest mauner possi­
ble while hc, with several hundred men and a 
sechon of artillery, occupicd the attention of 
thc enemy. He was finally overpowered and 
compelled to surrender. Of his three brigades 
one arrived safely within the Federal lines, 
one was attncked and somewhat scattered on 
the way back, and the third was 'captured with 
him. Gen. Garrard meanwhile, after waiting 
at Flat Rock for orders from Stoneman until 
the 29th, moved toward Coving~on, and learn­
ing that he had gone south from that point, 
returned to his position on the left flank of the 
army. 

Gen. McCook, after reaching the neighbor­
hood 'Of Rivertown on tM Chattahoochee, 
crossed on pontoons and made for Palmetto 
Station on the Atlanta and West Point Rail­
road, twenty-five miles south of Atlanta, where 
he destroyed a section of the road. He thence 
moved eastward upon Fayetteville and burned 
five hundred wagons belonging to the rebel 
army, besides killing eight hundred mules and 
capturing several hundred quartermasters' men, 
and reached Lovejoy's on the nightof the 28th. 
Here he destroyed a section of the Macon and 
Western Railroad, but, hearing nothing from 
Stoneman, and finding his progress eastward 
barred by a constantly accumulating force of 
the enemy, he turned off to the southwest, and 
at Newman, a station on the Atlanta and West 
Point Railroad fifteen miles south of PalmettQ, 

. encountered a rebel infuntry force coming up 
from Mississippi to Atlanta. After a severe 
fight with superior nUlllbers he finally cut his 
way out, with the loss of five hundred men and 
all his prisoners, and reached the Chattahoochee, 
whence he arrived safely within the Federal 
lines. The damage dono by the several expe­
ditions scarcely compensated for the severe 
losses sustained by Gens. Stoneman nnd Mc­
Cook, amounting to upward of fifteen hundred. 
Owing to the failnre of Gen. Stoneman to con­
centrate with Gen. l.fcCook at Lovejoy's, the 
conlluuuications with Atlanta were only tempo­
rarily interrupted, and the enemy gained at 
least a month's respite from their final catas­
trophe. 

While the cavalry raid was in progress, the 
Army of the Tennessee was, pursuant to in­
structions, drawn out of its intrenchments on 
the left flank and moved en echelon to a position 
on the extreme right, the right flank being 
hehl by Gen. Logan's corps. This movement 
was directed by Gen. Howard, who on the 

27th, by appointment of the President, assumed 
the command vacated by the death of Gem. 
McPherson. The line was thus prolonged due 
south, facing east, and south of Proctor's Creck. 
Apprehending that Gen. Hood might a"nin im­
prove the opportunity to attack the "'Federal 
army while in motion, Gen. Sherman on the 
28th disposed of Gen. Davis's division of tho 
14th corps so that it might be within easy sup­
porting distance of the flunk of Gen. Howard's 
new line, in the event of a strong rebel demon­
stration in that quarter. The enemy was not 
slow to pcrceive thq,lj Gen. Sherman was grnd­
-ua11y swinging arouI1d toward the Macon road, 
and to oppose the movcment massed his troops 
in the same direction. About noon of the 28th 
Gen. Stewart's corps came out from Atlanta by 
the Dell's Ferry road, and, forming on open 
gronnd, advanced in long parallel lines upon 
Gen. Logan's troops, fortunately sheltered be­
hind the cnstomary breastworks of rails, ex­
pecting to find his flank "in air." For up­
ward of four hours a series of desperate attacks 
were made upon Gen. Logan's position, which 
were uniformly repelled with loss. Again and 
again the rebel columns were brought up to the 
breastworks, only to recoil shattered and bleed­
ing before the steady volleys of mnsketry and 
the incessant discharges of grape and canister 
by which they were assailed. The few-officers 
and men who reached the rail piles were eithcr 
killed or taken prisoners. Shortly after 4 
o'clock the enemy retired, leaving his killed and 
wounded in our hands, and having experienced 
a total loss estimated by Gen. Sherman at five 
thousand. The Federal loss was nnder six hun­
dred. Dy some inadvertency Gen. Davis's di­
vision failed to come up to the support of Gen. 
Logao, whereby an opportunity was lost to 
strike the assailing rebel columns in flank, and 
probably to pnt them to a disastrQ,lls rout. 

About this time Gens. Hooker and Palmer 
resigned the command of their corps, and were 
succeeded, the former by Gen. Slocnm, and the 
latter by Gen. Jeff. C. Davis. Gen. Slocum, 
however, being absent at Vicksburg, the com­
mand of the 20th corps was temporarily as­
sumed by Gen. A. S. Williams. Gen. D. S. 
Stanley also succeeded Gen. Howard in COlU­

maud of the 4th corps. 
Failing to dislodge Hood from Atlanta in this 

way, Gen. Sherman next resorted to a further 
extension ofhis right, in the hope of flanking him 
in that direction. The 23d corps, supported by 
the 14th, was accordingly, on the 5th and 6th 
of August, transferred from the left to a posi­
tion somewhat bclow Utoy Creek, a small af- , 
fiu(\nt of . the Ohattahoochee, where it joined 
on Gen. Logan's right und formed our right 
flank . Demonstrations of more or less import-
8.nCll were made against t.he enemy's works 
during tho prolongation of the right, but every­
where he was fOllnd well protected behind un 
admirably constructed line of defences, "ithin 
which was a second line, comprising a series of 
redoubts of great thickncss of parapet and good 
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eomm.and, connected throughout by a contin­
uous mfanky parapet, covered by abatis che­
veaux-de-frise, a?-d other impediments ~f the 
most approved kmd. This inner line of works 
completely enveloped Atlanta, and thence ex­
tended for six miles along the railroad track to 
East Point, previously described M jointly used 
by the Atlanta and West Point and Macon and 
Western Roads, thus covering the latter. The 
Federal army, instead of threatening the city on 
the north and east, was now so shifted from its 
first position that, while the extreme left cov­
ered the northern approacbes to Atlanta, the ex­
treme right was southwest of it, running parallel 
to the railroad. The Federal lines were drawn 
at an average distance of two and a half miles 
from the city, and between them and the rebel 
works intervened a narrow belt of rough and 
wooded country, the Rcene of constant skirmish­
ing between the opposing forces. Thus Gen. 
Hood, thongh in inferior force to Gen. Sher­
man, having the advantage of interior lines, and 
acting strictly on the defensive behind almost 
impregnable works, seemed able to hold his 
position for an indefinite period. He had ni­
cently been reenforced by some veteran troops 
and by a body of several thousand Georgia mi­
litia, and had also aclded considerably to his 
fighting materia,l by arming and organizing la­
borers, teamsters, and quartermasters' men, 
whose places were supplied by negroes. 

A survey of the situation satisfieu Gen. Sher­
man that Gen. Hood's lines could only be car­
ried at a fearful sacrifice of life, and that in 
order to reach the Macon Road and control the 
supplies t f Atlu.nta, a new movement by the 
right flank, in which nearly the whole army 
should participate, must be attempted. He ac­
cordingly determined to withdraw one corps to 
the intrenched position at the railroad bridge 
over the Chattahoochee, to protect communica­
tion with his base, and with his remaining 
troops to mareh rapidly to the southwest and 
south of the city, and crossing the two l'llil­
roads, break them up in snch Il mllnner that im­
mediate repairs would be impossible. The 
movement thus resolved itself into a raid,· as 
the term is understood in modern military par­
lance, on a truly gigantic seale, and, if success­
ful, would probably cut off Atlanta for months 
from its supplies and compel its evacuation. 
It invol ved, in brief, to use Gen. Sherman's 
own words, "the necessity of raising the siege 
of Atlanta, taking the field with our main force, 
and using it against the communications of At­
lanta, instead of against its intrenchments." 
By the 16th of August his plans were com­
pleted j but, before commencing to put them in 
execution, he ascertained that Gen. Wheeler, 
with nearly the whole force of rebel cavalry, 
had moved round in a northeasterly direction 
to ent his communications between Marietta 
and Chattanooga. Thinking that in the ab­
sence of Gen. Wheeler the Federal cavalry 
might perhaps accomplish the task he had 
marked out for the whole army, he temporarily 

suspended his orders and directed Gen. Kil­
patrick, recently returned to duty, to move 
across the railroads and tear them up thorough­
ly. Gen. Kilpatrick started on the 18th with 
a force of five thousand men, strnck the Atlanta 
and West Point Road at Fairburn and the Macon 
road at Jonesboro, and Lovejoy's j but, being 
harassed by the enemy at each place, could 
effect no permanent damage. lIe final.ly .re­
turped on the 22d by way of Declltur, bnngmg 
one hundred l)risoners, three flags, and one 
piece of artillery. 

This satisfied Gen. Sherman that his original 
plan must be adherecl to, and preparatiolls fOI' 
carrying it out were pressed with renewed ac­
tivity. A battery of 4t-inch rifled guns was 
meanwhile put in position, and by its we1l­
directecl discharges impressed the enemy with 
the belief that regnlar siege operations were 
in progress, thus aiding to mask the new move­
ment. It also materially interrupted the run­
ning of the rebel snpply tmins on the Mncon 
road, and was the cnnse of several conflagra­
tions in Atlanta. Notwithstanding the latter, 
the enemy held resolutely to their forts, with 
the evident intention of suffering the city to 
perish rather than abandon their position. On 
the night of the 2Gth, every thing being in 
readiness, and the wagons loaded with fifteen 
days' provisions, the 4th and 20th corps, occu­
pying the extreme left, we:-e moved qnietly 
out of their intrenchmcnts, and marched, the 
former to a position in the rear of the Army of 
the Tennessee, and the latter to the railroad 
bridge over the Chattahoochee and the adjacent 
ferries, which it was appointed to guard. On 
the succeeding night the 4th corps was moved 
southward toward Red Oak an;] Fairbnrn sta­
tions, on the Atlanta and West Point road, 
twelve or fifteen mires sonth of Atlanta, fol­
lowed by the Army of the Tennessee, and on 
the morning of the 27th the whole front of 
the city was uncovered, except that portion 
occupied by the 23r1 corps, which alone re­
mained within its intrenchments. In like 
manner the 23d corps was withdrawn from its 
intrenchments and formed the left of the new 
line, of which the Army of the Cumberland 
held the centre, and the Army of the Tennes­
see the right. These operations were viewed 
with undisguised wonder by the rebel troops 
from within their fortifications, and seemed 
to give color to the belief that Gen. Sherman 
had commene-ed a retreat. A skirmish line 
sent out toward the bridge, after the with­
drawal of Gens. Thomas and Howard, encoun­
tered the 20th corps intrenched behind a strong 
tete de pont, and returned more bewildered if 
possible than before. 

On the morning of the 28th, the Armies of 
the Cumberland and the Tennessee lay between 
Fairburn and Red Oak in a line faciug east and 
north. The day was devotl;d to i1 thorough 
d<!struction (If the West Point Railroad be­
tween these points, and some distance above. 
"It wns done," says Gen. Sherman, "with a 

http:final.ly
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will. Twelve and a half miles were destroyed, 
the ties burned and the iron rails heated and 
tortured by th~ utmost ingenuity of old ha~ds 
at the work. Several cuts were filled up. with 
trunks of trees, with logs, rock and earth, mtcr­
minO'led with loaded shells prepared as tor­
ped;es, to explode in case of an attempt to cle~r 
them out." On the 30th the ~rm~ was .ag~lll 
in motion in a southeasterly lhrcctlOn, mmmg 
to strike the Macon Railroad from Rough and 
Ready to Jonesbol'o. Geil. Hood now began 
to understand the object of Gen. Sherman's 
movement· but still ignorant, apparently, that 
nearly the' whol~ F~deral army was ~oving 
upon his eommulllcatlOns, he contented himself 
with sending Gens. Hardee and S. D. l.ee's 
corps to Jonesboro, where they intrenched, re­
maining in Atlanta with Gen. Stewart's corps 
and the militia. Gen,. Howard, marching due 
east from Fairburn, arrived within half a mile 
of Jonesboro on the evening of the 30th; but 
encountering Gens. Hardee and Lee, he halted 
for the night in a strong position, and proceeded 
to throw up intrenchments. The remainder 
of the army, moving en echelon to the left, did 
not succeed in reaching the railroad. 

1Ifeanwhile the 15th corps, having seized a 
prominent hill which formed the key to the 
enemy's position, took post in the ccntre of the 
Army of the Tennessee, the 16th somewhat 
retired, holding the extreme right, and the 
17th the left. The 15th corps spent the night 
in intrenching, and early next day, before the 
right and left flanks had taken up their ad­
vanced position, the enemy burst' in masses on 
the 15th corps, but were steadily and repeat­
edly r('pulsed, losing several general officers, in­
cluding Major-Gen. Anderson, mortally wound­
ed, and five colonels and ma.iors (wounded) 
taken prisoners, besides upward of three thou­
sand rank and file killed, wounded, and cap­
tured. The Federal loss was slight, as the men 
fought behillll bi·eastworks. It was observed 
that the rebel attacks laeked the enthusiasm 
and dash which had characterized the severe 
assaults before Atlanta. ,During the 31st the 
23d and 4th corps reached the railroad near 
R,ough and Rearly, and commenced destroying 
it north lLnd south from that point, in the same 
thorough manner which had characterized their 
operations on the West Point road. 

Upon the repulse of the enemy on. the after­
noon of th() 31st, Gen. Sherman directed Gen. 
Howard to hold him in his fortifications until 
tli() remaindel' of the army could close in upou 
him. The 14th corps only, haying a compar­
atively short distance to travel, succeeded in 
getting lip to Jonesboro on September 1st, the 
other two being too far from the field, and too 
much embarrassed by t.he difficult character of 
the country and the want of good roads, to move 
with rapidity. At 41'. ~[. the 14th corps, which 
had taken position on th() left of the Army of 
the Tennessee, was order()d to assault the ene­
my's works, Gen. f'.herman fearing that, if he 
waited for the arrival of Gens. Schofield and 

Stanley, dlIrkness might mtervone, and the 
enemy escape without n fight. The troops 
steadily advanced under a withering fire of 
musketry and artillery, and after a desperate 
conflict of two honrs drove the enemy from 
their works, capturing two batteries-one of 
them Loomis' battery, captured at Chick­
amauga, some battle flags, [md a large number 
of prisoners, including Gen. Govan and the 
greater part of his brigade, forming part of the 
celebrated "fighting division" of Gen. Cle­
burne. Darkness now setting in, Gen. Hardee 
was enabled to fall back seven miles to Love­
joy's, where he intrenched himself in a natu­
rally strong position. Had Gens. Stanley and 
Schofield succeeded in coming up in season, he 
would in all probahility have been overwhelmed 
and forced to capitnlate. 

Meanwhile, in Atlanta on tho 1st, all WIIS 

excitement and consternation, as it gradually 
transpired that the main body of the Federal 
army lay between the city and Gen. Hardee. 
Gen. Uood at once gave orders for the evacu­
ation of his works, and the destrnction of such 
stores and ammunition as could not be removed. 
The removal of all the supplies and ammunition 
that the transportation facilities of the army 
would permit commenced early in the morn­
ing, and was continued throughout the day. 
Large quantities of provisions were also dis­
tributed to the people, and the several bodies of 
troops, as they were withdrawn from, the de­
fences and went through the city, were lIUowcd 
access to the public stores. The rolling stock 
of the railroads, consisting of about one hun­
dred curs [Lnd six engines, was concentrated 
near the rolling mill before dark, by which time 
all the troops had passed through, with the ex­
ception of the reur guard, left to prevent st.rag­
gling. _ The cars were then luden witl~ the sur­
plus ammunition, find together. with the loco­
motives, depots, and store houses, and every 
thing, in fine, which would lie of nse to the Fed­
eral army, fired about midnight. The flames 
lit up the heavens for many miles, and the ex­
plosion of the ordnance trains was distincUy 
heard by the army in front of Jonesboro, lind 
by Gen. Slocum at his position on the Chatta­
hoochee. The latter sent out a heavy recon­
noitring column at daybreak on the 2d, which, 
pushing forward without opposition, entered 
the city at 9 o'clock, where it was met by tho 
,mayor, who made a formal surrendet', at the 
same time requesting protection for non-com­
batants and priYate property. This having 
been freely grunted, Gen. W[1rd's division 
marched into the city with drums beating and 
colors displayed, and the national flag was 
raised ove,,: the Court House amidst hearty • 
cheers. Elevlln heavy guns were found in the 
fortifications, be~ide a number snbsequently ex­
humed; and among the additional spoils were 
three uninjured locomotives, three thousand 
muskets in good order, a quantity of tobacco, 
and other stores. Of the valnable machinery 
in the workshops part had been Temoved to 
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Augusta and Macon, and part destroyed. 
" We have," says Gen. Sherman, in his de­
spatch announcing the capture of Atlanta, "as 
the result of this quick, and, as I think, well­
executed movement, twenty-seven guns, over 
three thousand prisoners, and have buried 
over four hundred l'ebel dead, and left as 
many wounded that could not be removed. 
The rebels have lost, besides the important city 
of Atlanta and their stores, at least five hun­
dred dead, twent~-five hundred wounded, and 
three thonsand pnsoners j whercas our aggre­
gate loss wiII not foof up fifteen h nnd!·cd. If 
that is not success I don't know what IS." 

Of the losses in killcd, wounded, and miss­
in" sustained by the Federal army up to this 
pe~·iod the following table, based upon the most 
trustw'orthY information at present attainable, 
ma.y be considered to give a fair estimate: 
Skirmishing from Chattanooga to Resaca ...... ..... . 1,200 
Battle or Resaca .....•............ ... ....••......... 4,500 
Skirmishing from Resaca to Alialoona ...... . ....... . 1500 
Bnttle. arount! Dall ...... ................. ... ....... . 8,000 
Battle or Kenesa,. Mount"in, July 21th...... . . .... . 3,000 
Lesser conlests aronnn Kenesaw, June 9th to July 1st 41500 
Skirmishing between Kenesaw and tho Chattahoochee 1:000 
Battle of July 20th ... •.•.. ............... .•... . ...• 1,900 

.. . of July 22<1 ......... .......... ......... ..... . 3,700 
of July 28th ..... c•. ...... . ....•..•• ••• .• • •.• 600 

Skirmishing from July 17th to August 28th. . .. ..... . 8,000 
Fighting at Joncsuoro, August 31st nnd Sept. 1st. ... . 1,GOO 
Losses In en vrury raids ••......•....... . ....•.. 2,000 

80,400 

Of the total number, less than one-sixth 
come uqder the head of missing. The loss in 
cannon was fifteen pieces-ton in the battle of 
July 22d, thrce taken from Stoneman, and two 
abandoned by l\IcCook. Notwithstanding these 
casua.lties, amonnting to nearly a third of the 
force with which he set out from Chattanooga, 
Gon. Sherman was enabled to report, after the 
fall of Atlanta, that by the arrival of re­
enforcements, recruits, · furloughed me~ and 
convalescents, lIe had maintained his original 
strength. Of the rebel losses it is more difficult 
to form an estimate, bllt the following is be­
lievod to be reasonuWy correct: 
LOBS In skirmishing from Chatt:lIlooga to Atlanta ... . 6.000 
BatUes.t TIcsac.... . .... .... .•.• .... . .. . . ... .... ... 2,500 

" around Dallas. ....... ... . .... .... .... ...... . 8,{j()()
BRttie of Kencs:nv Mountain . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 1,000 

" or Jnly 20th.. ....•........ ..... ......... . .. 5,000 
" or July 22d...•...... ..•. ....• ..•. ........... 12,000 
" or July 2Sth........ . '......... ...... .......... 5,1500 

Lesser contests around Atlanta....... .... . ... . ....... 1,000 

Battles at Jonesuoro................................. 5,000 


'42;006 
The euemy lost more than twenty general 

officers, killed and woundcd, according to their 
OWII showing, besides from forty to fifty pieces 
of cannon, of which eight were 64-pounders, 
and over 25,000 stand of smaIl arms. Their 
loss in colors was also much greater than that

• of the Federals . 
Gen. Hood, upon abandoning Atlanta, di­

rected his march toward McDonough, whence 
moving west he succeeded in forming It junc­
tion with Gens. Hardee and Lee. On the 2d 
Gen. Sherman followed in Gen. Hardee's traces, 
but finding him intrenched in a position of great 
strengLh, and learning the capitulation of the 

city, he desisted from further attack, and on the 
4th gave orders for the army to proceed by easy 
marches in the direction of Atlanta. On the 8th 
the Army of the Cumberland cllcamped around 
the city, that of the .Tennessee about East Poi~t,· 
and that of the OhIO at Decatur. Atlanta It­
self was held by Gen. Slocum's (20th) corps. 

Previous to the departure of the cavalry un­
der Gen. Wheeler, on their raid against tho 
railroad communications of Gen. Sherman, us 
mentioned above, the latter had enjoyed a ?om­
parative immunity from such demonstratIOns. 
This was mainly the result of the skilful dis­
positions which he had made for guarding the 
road between Atlanta and Chattanooga. In 
the htter place he had also wisely accumulated 
a sufficient quantity of stores to render him in 
a measure independent of Nash ville, in tho 
event of any interruption of travel between tho 
two places. He consequently felt little imme­
diate uneasiness upon hearing of the departure 
of Gen. Wheeler, but rather congratulated him­
self that he was at a critical moment superior 
to the enemy in cavalry. Gen. Wheeler left 
Atlanta soon after the miscarriage of Gcn. 
Stoneman's raid, with It monnted force of six 
thonsand men, and moving around to the north­
east, struck the Western and Atlanta road near 
Adairsville, just midway bctween Atlanta and 
Chattanooga. lIere he succeeded in capturing 
nine hundred beef cattle. He ncxt approached 
the road at Calhoun, uine miles north of Adairs­
ville, where he committcd some damage, and on 
August 14th made his appearance at Dulton, of 
which place, "to prevent the effusion of blood," 
he demanded the immecliate and unconditional 
surrender. Col. Lcibold, who held the town 
with five hundred or six hundred men, replied 
that he had "been placed there to defend tho 
post, bnt not to surrender." Apprising Gen. 
Steedman, in command at Chattanooga, of his 
danger, he kept Gen. Wheeler at bay uutil the 
next day, when reenforcements arrived from 
that place, by whose a.id the enemy were driven 
off in confusion. Gen. Wheeler then passed up 
into East Tennessee, leaving the Federals to 
repair at their leisure the damage he had done, 
and in a few days the railroad was again in 
good running order between Atlanta and Chat­
tanooga. He subsequently destroyed It con­
sidernble portion of the road between Chat­
tanooga and Knoxville, and moving west dur­
ing the latter part of August and first week of 
September, made strenuous efforts to interrupt 
railroad and telegraph communication between 
Chattanooga and Nashville j but being pursued 
by Gens. Rousseau, Steedman, and Granger, 
he was speedily driven toward Florence, and 
thence into Northern Alabama. The damage 
committed by him between Chattanooga and 
Atlanta was so slight, that Gen. Sherman, 
writing from the latter place on September 
15th, was enabled to say, "Our roads and tele­
graphs are all repaired, and the cars run with 
regularity and speed." 

The news of the capture of Atlanta. reached 
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Washington on Sept. 2d, an~ immediately 
elicited the following expressiOn of thanks 
from President Lincoln: 

EXEOUTIVE 'MANSION. W ASRlNGTON. Scp~. 2. 
The national thanks nre tendered by the President 

to Maj.-Gen. Sherman and the gallant officers a?d 
soldiers of his command, before Atlanht, for the d~s­
tinguished ability courage, and \>erseve."ance diS­
played in the ca~1p&i"? in Georgia: WhiCh, ~illder 
Divine Power, resulted lU the captUi e of the city of 
Atlanta. . d th 'l'tThe marches battlcs, sieges, an 0 er ml I ary 
operations I.hut' has signalled this campai!?n, must 
render it fumous In the aun!,l.s of war, and llllve en­
titled those who have partIc.lpatcd there, to the ap­
plause nnd thanks of the NatIOn. 

(Signed) ABltAHAM LINCOLN. 
Orders were also given for the firing of na­

tional salutes at the principal arsenals, and the 
11th of September was appointed a day of sol­
emn national thanksgiving for the signal suc­
cesses of Gcn. Sherman in Georgia, and of Ad­
miral Farragut at Mobile. The following is Gen. 
Sherman's congmtulatory address to his troops: 

HEADQUAR'n: RS MILITARY DIVISION OF TflE 1Irss., l 
IN THE FIELD. A'rLANTA, GA., Sept. 8. r 

SptXial Fiela Oraers No, 68. 
The officers and soldiers of the Armies of the Cum­

berland, Ohio, and Tennessee, haY~ ' already rcccived 
the thanks of the nation t,hrough its President and 
Commander-in-Chief; and it now remains only for him 
who has been witb you from the beginning, and who 
intends to stay all the time, to thank the officers and 
men for thcir int.elligence, fidelity, and courage dis­
played in the campaign of Atlanta. 

On the first of May our armies were lying in garri­
son, seemingly quiet, from Knoxville to Hunl.sville, 
and our enemy lay behind his rocky-faced barrier at 
Dulton, proud, defiant, and exulting. He had had 
time since Christmas to recover from his discomfiture 
on the Mission Ridge, with his ranks filled, and a 
new commander-in-cllief, second to none of the Con­
federacy in reputation for skill, sl>gaeity, I>nd ext.reme 
popularity.

All at once our armies assumed life and action, and 
appel>red before Dalton L threlltening Rocky J<'uce we 
threw ourselves upon ltesaea, and the rebel army 
only escaped by the rayidity of il·s -retreat, aided by 
the numerous roads With which he was familiar, and 
\vhieh were strange to us. 

Again he took post at Allatoona, but we gave him 
no rest, and by a circuit toward Dallas and subse­
quent movement to Ackworth, we gained the Alla­
toona Pass. Then followed the eventful battles 
about Kenesaw~nnd the escape of the enemy across 
Cbattahooehee !:'iver. 

The crossing of the Chattahoochee and breakin" 
of the Au!?usta road was most handsomely exeeutea 
by us, ana will be studied as an example in the art 
of war. At this stage of our game our enemies be. 
came dissatisfied ,,;ith their old and skilful com­
mander, and selected one more bold and rash. New 
tactics were adopted. Gell . Hood first boldly and 
rapidly, on the 20th of July, fell on our right at 
Peach Tree Creek, and lost. 

Again, 011 the 22d! he struck onr extreme left, and 
was severely punisned ; and finally again on the 
28th, he repeated the attempt on our right, 'and that 
time he mnst have been satisfied, for since that date 
he has r~maincd on the defensive. We slowly and 
gTadunlly drew our lincs about Atlanta, feel in" for 
the r:lilroads which sUl,'plied the rebel army"(md
made Atlanl,a a place of Importance. 

We mllst concede to Onr enemy that he met these 
efforts patiently and skilfully, but at last he made 
the mistake we had waited for so long, and sent his 
cavalry to our rear, far beyond t·he reach of recall. 
Instantly our c(lyalry was on his only remainin'" 
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road, and we followed quickly witb our princip"l 
army, and Atlanta fell into Our possession 8S (he
fruit of well-concerted measures, backed by a brave 
and confident army. 

This completed the grand task which had been 
assigned us by our Government, and your General 
agam repeats his personal and ollicial thanks. to all 
the officers and men composing this army, for the 
indomitable courage and perseverance which alone 
could "ive success. 

We 'bo.ve beaten our enemy on every ground he 
has chosen, and have wrested from him his own 
Gate City, where were located his foundries, arse­
nals, and workshops, decmed secure on account of 
their distance from our base, and the seemin~ im­
pregnable obstacles intervening. Nothing is impos­
sible to an army like this, determincd to vindicate 
a Government which has rights wherever our flag 
has once floated, and is resolved to maintain them at 
any and all costs. 

In our campaign many, yell., very many of our 
noble and gnllnnt comrades hllye preceded us to our 
common destination, the grave; but they have lell 
the memory of deeds on which Il nation can build a 
proud history. Gens. McPherson, Harker, McCook, 
and others dear to us all, are now the binding links 
in our minds that should attach more closely to­
gether the living, who have to complete thc task 
which still lies before us ill the dim future. . 

I ask all to continue as they have so well begun the 
cult.i\'ation of the soldierly virtues that have enno­
bled our owu and other countries. Courage, pa­
tience, obedience to the laws and constituted authori­
ties of our Government; fidelity to onr trusts, and 
good feeling among each other; each trying to excel 
the other in the practice of those bigh qualities, and 
it will then require no prophet to foretell that our 
country will in time cmerge from this war, purified 
by the Iires ofwar, and worthy its great founder, Wash­
ington. W. 1'. SHERMAN, Maj.-Gen. Com'ng. 

Upon arriving in Atlanta, Gen. Sherman de­
termined that the exigencies of the service re­
quired that the place should for the present be 
appI'opriated exclusively for military purposes, 
and orders were immediately issued for the 
departure of all civilians, both male and fe­
male, excepting those ill the employment of 
the Government. The following conveys the 
intentions of Gen. Sherman: 

HE.illQUARTERS POST OF ATLA.}I,"TA, l 
ATLANT", GA" Sept, 5, 1864. r 

General Order ~No, 3. 
All families living in Atlanta, the male representa­

tives of which are in the service of the Confederate 
States, or wbo have gone south, will lcave the city 
within five days. They will be passed through the 
lines Ilnd go south. 

All eitizcns from the North, not connected with 
the army, and who have not authority from MlLj.­
Gen. Sherman or Maj,-Gen. Thomas to remain in 
the city will leave within the time above mentioned. 
If found wit,hin the city after that date, they will be 
imprisoned. 

All male residents of this city, who do not register 
their names with the city Provost-~larshal within 
five days and receive authority to remain here, will 
be imprisonea. WM. COGSWELL, 

• Col. C<Jmmanding Post. 
A truce of ten days was accordingly pro­

posed, in a letter from the Federal general to 
Gen. Hood, then encamped near Lovejoy's, to 
which the latter made the following reply: 

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF TUB TENNESSEE, t 
OFFICE CUlEb- OF STAl'Il, Sept. 9, IS64. f 

Major- Gen. Slwrman, CImI/Tn' 9 [J. S./ore88 in Georgia:
GENEnAL: Your lctter of ycsterclay's date, borne 

by James W. Ball and James R. Crcw, citizens of 
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Atlanta, i~ received. You say therein: "I dcemit t.o 
be to th~ I~ter.est of the U uited States that tbe citi­
zens resl~1Og 10 Atlanta should remove," etc. I do 
not consider that I have any alternative in the mat­
tcr. I thercfore accept your proposition to declare a 
truce of te!, days, or such time as may be necessary 
to accomphsh the purpose mentioned, and shallrcn­
dm' all the assistanee in my ~ower to expedite the 
transportstion of ci tizens in thiS dircction. I suggest 
that a staff officer be appointed bv you to superintend 
the re~oval f~o~ the CIty to Rough a.nd R~ady, while 
I appomt 0. 'slmllar officer to control theIr removal 
further south; that a guard of 100 men be sent by 
either party, as you propose, to maintain order at 
that place; and that the removal be~in next Monday. 

And now, sir, permit me to say to at the unprece­
dented measure you propoie, transcends in studied 
and ingenious cruelty all acts ever beforc brought to 
my attention in the dark history of war. 

In the name of God and humanity I protcst, be­
lieving that you will find you are expelling from their 
homes and firesides the wives and children of a brave 
people.

I am, General, vcry rcspectfullv, your obedie t 
servant, J. B. HOOD, General. 

Official: MeA. HumlETT, Lieutenant, etc. 
Accompanying the above letter was one ad­

dressed to Col. Calhoun, Mayor of Atlanta, ai 
follows: 

HEADQUARTERS An~Y OF THE TENNESSEE, } 
September 9, 1864. 

Don. James.M. Calhoun, Mayor : 
Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 

of your letter touching the removal of the citizens of 
AU<tnta as ordered bv Gen. Sherman. Please find 

1incloseo my rcply to Gen. Sherman's letter. I shall 
do alt in my powcr to mitigate the terrible hardships 
and misery that must he brought upon your people 
by this extraordinary ordcr of the Federal com­
mander. Transportation will be sent to Rough nnd 
Rcndy to carry tho people and their effects further 
South. 

You have my deepest sympathy in this unlookecl 
for and unpreeedeuted affiiction. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. B. HOOD, General. 

The following is Gen. Sherman's reply to 
Gen. Hood: 
HEADQUARTERS MUITARY DIVISION OF THE !'IfmsTSSJPPI, }

IN THE FIELD, ATLANTA, Gl..., Sept. 10, 1864. 
Gen. J. E. Hood, Comma;ndin{J A1'1lIIJI of the Tennes­

see, COn/ede'rate A,.,ny : 
GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the 

receipt of your letter' of this date at the hands of 
Mcssrs. Ball and Crew, consenting to the arrange­
ments I had proposed to facilitate the removal Bout.h 
of the peoplc of Atlanta, who prefer to go in that di­
rection. I inclose you a copy of my orders, which 
will, I (l.m satisfied, accomplish my purposc perfectly. 
You style the measure proposed" unprecedented," 
and appeal to the dal,k lustory of war for a parallel 3S 
an act of" studied ungenerous c'ruelty:" . It is not 
unprecedented; for Gen. Johnston himself very. 
wisely and properly removed the families all the way 
from Dalton down, and I see no reason why Atlanta 
should be excepted. Nor is it necessarv to appeal to 
the dark history of war, when recent and modern ex­
amples are so handy. You, yourself burned dwell­
ing-houses along your parapet, and 'r have seen to­
day fitly houses that YOIl have rendered uninhabita­
ble, because they stood in the way of your forts and 
m~ • 

You defended Atlanta on a line so close to the 
town, that ever, cannon-shot, and many musket­
shots f~om our hne of intrenchments, that overshot 
their mark, went into the habitations of women and 
children. Gen. Hardee did the same at Jonesboro, 
and GeD. JOhDstOD did the same, last summer, at 

JIlckson Miss. I have not accnsed yon of heartless 
cruelty 'but merely instance tbose cases of very re­
cent o~currence and could go on and cnumerate 
hundreds of ot.h~rs, and challcnge ~ny fair man t.o 
judge which of us has tbc beart ~f Tllty fo~' the fanu­
lies of .. brave people." I say It IS " kmdness to 
those families of Atlanta to remove thcm now at once 
from scenes that womcn and children should not be 
exposed to; and the hra,,? pcople should scorn to 
commit their wives Rnd chIldren to the rude barba.­
rians who thus as you say, violate t.he laws of war, 
as m{lstrated in'the pages of its dark history. 

In the name ofcommon sense, I ask yon not to ap­
peal to a just God in such a sacrilegious mlln.ner-you 
who, in the midst of pCllce Ilnd prosperIty, have 
plun~ed a nation into civil war, "dark and cruel 
war,' who dared and bndO'ered us to battie, insulted 
our flag, seized our arsen~ls and forts that werc left 
in the honorable custody of " peaceful Ordnance 
Sergeant, seized aud made prisoners of war the very 
garl'lsons sent to protect your people against ncgroes 
and Indians, 10nRbefore any overt act was c.ommittcd 
by the" to you hateful j,jncoln government., tricd 
to force Kentucky and ~lissouri into the rebellion 
in spite of themselves, falsified the vote of Louisiana, 
turned loose lour privateers to plunder unarmed 
ships, expelle Union families by the thousand, burn­
ed their houscs, and declared by act of Congress the 
confiscation of all debts duc Northern meh for goods 
hud and received. 'falk thus to the marines, but not 
to mc who have seen thesc t.hings, and will this day 
mnke as much sacrifice for tbe peace and honor of 
the South as the best-born Southerncr among you. 
If we must be enemies, let us be men, and fight it out 
as we propose to-day, and not deal ill such hypocriti­
cnlllppenis to God and humanity. God will judge me 
in good time, and He will pronounce w hcther it bo 
more humane to fight with a tnwn full of women, and 
the families of a "brave people" at our backs, or to 
remOve them in time to places of safety among their 
own friends and people. 

I am, very respectrull~, your ohedient servant, 
W. 'f. SHER1IAJ.'\', Maj.-Gen. Com'g. 

The following is the truce agreed upon be­
tween the two generals: 

HEADQUAltTER8 MILITAlty DIVISION, }'IrsSlSSIPPI, } 
IN TUB FrELD, ATLANTA, G...., Sept. 10, 1864. 

Special Field Order ~No. '70. 
1. Pursuant to an agreement between Gen. J. Il. 

Hood commanding the Confederate forces in Geor­
gin, a'nd Maj.-Gen. W. T. Sherman, commancling this 
Army a truce is hereby declared to exist from day­
light 'of Monday, September 12, until daylight of 
'fhursdny, September 22-ten (10) full days-at a 
point on the Macon Railroad known as Rough and 
Ready and the country round about for a circle of 
two (2) miles radius~ together with the roads leading 
to and from, in the oirection of Atlanta and Lovejoy 
stat.ion, respectively, for the purpose of nfiording the 
pcople of Atlanta .\ safe means of removal to points 
south. 

2. 'l'be Chief Quartermaster at Atlanta, Col. Easton, 
will aflord all the citizens of Atlantn who elcet to go 
south all the facilities he can spure to remove t.hem, 
comfortably and safely, with their effects, to Rough 
a.nd Ready station, using cars and ambulances for 
that purposo; and commanders of regiments and 
hrigades may use their regimental and staff teams to 
carry out the object of this order; the whole to cease 
after Wednesday, 21st inst. 

3. Maj.-Gen. 'fhomas will cause a guard to he 
esta.blished on the road out beyond the camp ground, 
with orders to nil ow all wagons and vehicles to pass 
that arc used manifestly for t.his purpose; and Maj.­
Gen. Howard will send n guard of one hundred men, 
wit.h a field officer in command, to take post at Rough 
"t;d Ready during thc truce, with orders, in.con~ert 
~'Ith a guard from the Confederate an!'y ?f hk.e .sl~e, 
to maintain the most perfect order 10 t" at vIClmty 
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during the transfer of these Camilies. A white fbg 
will be displayed durinO' the truce, and n guard wIn 
cause al\ wagons to leave" at 40 p. "!. of 'Vednesday, the 
21st iustant, and the guard to wl~hdraw at dark, the 
truce to terminate the n~xt mor'~T~ng. SHERMAN 

By order of MaJ .·Gen. 'v. T. I • 

L. M. DAYTON, Aide.de·C"mp. 

The CIVIC authorities matle a final appeal to 
Gen Sherman to revoke or modify his order, 
whi~h, with his reply, is here appended : 

ATI••I.NTA, GA., September 11, 1864. 

¥aj&r- (}eMral W. T. {3h,erman .. . 
SIR ' The undcrsigned, Mayor, and two members 

of Co~ncil for the City of Atlanta, for the time being 
the ouly legnl organ of the people of the said city to 
express their wants and wishes, nsk leave most 
carnestly but I'espectfully to petition you to recon­
sider tbe order requiring them to leaye Atlanta. At 
first view it skuck liS that the mensure would inyolve 
extraordinary hardship and loss, but since we ha ve 
seen Lbe pmcticnl execut.ion of it, 80 fur ns it has 
progressed, and the individual condition of 'many of 
tbe 'people, and heard the statemellts as to the incon­
venIence, loss, and suffering att.cndinO' it, we nre 
satisfied that the amouut of It will invofve in the ag­
gregate consequences appalling and henrt-rending. 

Many poor women are in an advanced state of preg­
nancy; others having young childl'en, whose hus­
bands, for the greater part, are eithel' in t,he army, 
prisoners, or dead. Some say: "I have such a one 
sick at my house; who will wait on them when I am 
gone?" Others say: "'Vhat are we to do; wc bave 
no houses to go to, and no means to buy, build, or 
rent any; no parent.~, relatives, or friends to go to." 
Another says : "I will try and take thh or thnt arti­
cle of property; but such and such things I mnst 
leave behind, tho~h I need'tbem much." We rcply 
to them: "Gen. 1>herman will carry your propel' ty 
to Rough and Ready, and t.ben Gen. Hood will take 
it thence on;" and they will reply tQ that: "But I 
want to leave the railroad at sucb a place, and can­
not gct converance from thence on." 

W-e ('nly reter to a few fact,s to illustrate, in part, 
how this measure will operate in practice. As you 
advanced, the people north of us rell back, and be­
fore your arrival here a large portion of the people 
here had retired so uth; so t.hat the country south of 
this is .. Iready 'crowded, and without sufficient houses 
to accommodate the people, and we are informe(1 that 
many are nolV staying in churcbcs nnd other out­
buildings. This being so, how is it possible for tbe 
pp.ople still here (most.ly womcn and children) to find 
shelter, and how can they live through tbe winter in 
the woods? no shelter or subsistencc; in the midst 
of strangers who know them not, and without the 
power to assist them much if they were willing to 
do so. 

This is but a feeble picture of the consequences of 

this measure. You know the woe, the horror, and 

the suffering caunot be descrihed by words. Im­

agination can only conceive of it., nnd we ask you to 

t.ltke those things iuto consideration. We know your 

mind and time are continually occupied with the 

duties of your commn,nd, which almost defers us 

from asking your attention to the matter, but thought 

it might be that you had not considered the ~lIuiect 

in nil of its awful consequences, u·nd that" on rellec­

I,ion, you, we hope, would not make this people an 

exception to mankiud, for we know of no such in" 

stllnce ever having occurred-surely not in the Uni­


,ted States. And what bas this helplcss people done, 
tant t,hcy should be driven from their homes, to 
wandcr as strangers, ontcasts, and exiles, and to 
subsist on charity? 

We do not know as yet thc nnruber of people still 

here. Of t.hose who are herc, n respectable number, 

if allowed to remain at home, could subsist for SCI'­

eral months without assistance; and a respectable 


number for a much longer time and who might not 
need assistance at any tIme. ' 

I~ . conclusion, we !!lost e~rnestly and solemnly 
petItIOn you to reconsIder thIS order or modify it 
aod suffer this unfortunate people to r'emain Ilt bom~ 
and enjoy what little means they hn ve. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JA}mS }[. CALHOUN, Mayor. 

E. E. R., IYSON, I (Jouncilmen. . 
S. C. WELLS, r 

GEN. snElt)IA..~'S REPLY. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISIO~ 0" THE } 
h!ISSISSIPI'r, IN THE FU:LD, 

A.TL.L"TA, GA., September 12, 1864. 
James M. Cal!wun, ],fayor, E. E. Rawson, and S. C. 

Wella, representing City Council 0/ Atlanta : 
GENTLElIEN: I have your letter at t.he 11th, in tbe 

nature of a petition, to revoke my orders removing 
all the inhabItants from Atlanta. f have rend it care­
fully, and give full credit to your statement,s of the 
distress that will be occasioned by it, and yet shall 
not revoke my order, simply becanse my orders are 
not designed to meet the humanities of the case, but 
to prepare for the fnture struggles in which millions, 
yea, hundreds of millions of good people outside of 
Atlanta hnve a deep interest. W'e must have Pea,ce, 
not on ly at Atlanta., but in aU America. To secure 
this we must stop the war that now desolates our 
once happy nnd tavored country. '1'0 stop war we 
must defeat the rebel armies that nre arrayed against 
the laws and Constitution, which all must respect 
and obey. '1'0 dcfeat these armies wc must prepare 
t.he way to reach them in their recesses provided with 
the arms and inst.ruments which enable us to accom­
plish our purpose. 

Now, I know the vindictive nature of our enemy, 
and that we may hal'e many years of military opera­
tions from this quarter, and therefore deem it wise 
and prudent to prepare in time. The use of Atlanta 
for Ivarlike purposes is inconsistent with its character 
as a home for families. There will he no manufac­
tures, commerce, or agriculture here for the main­
tenance of families, nnd sooner or later want will 
compel the inhabitants to go. Why not go uow, 
when all the arrangements are completed for the 
transfer, instead of waiting till the plunging shot of 
cootending armies will renew the scene of the past 
month? Of course I do not apprehend allY such 
tiling at this moment, but you do not suppose that 
this army will be herc till the war is over~ I cannot 
discuss this snbject with you fairly, because I cannot ' 
impart to you wh.at I propose to clo, but I assert. that 
my military plans make It necessary for the inhabit­
ants to go away, and I can only renew my offer of 
services to make their exodus in any direction as easy 
and comfortable as possible. You cnnnot qualify war 
in harsher terms than I will. 

War is cruelty, and you cannot refine it; nnd those 
who urou.,.ht war on our country deserve all the 
curses and' maledict,ions a people can pour out. I 
knOlv I had no hand in makmg this war, and I know 
I willluake more sacrifices to-day than any of you to 
secure peace. But you cannot have peacc and a di­
vision of our country. If t,he United States submits 
to a diYision now, it will not stop, but will go on till 
we reap the fate of Mexico, which is eternal war. 
'l'he United States does and must assert its authority 
wherever it has power; if it relaxes one bit t.o pres­
sure it is galle, and I know that such is not, the na­
tional feel1ug. This feeling assumes various shapes, 
bnt always comes back to thnt of Union. Once ad­
mit the Union, once more acknowledge the authority 
of the National Government, and instead of de,'oting 
your houses, nnd streets, and roads, to the dread 
\lses of war, I, and t,his army, become at Once your 
protectors and SUPPol·ters, shiclding yon from da,nger, 
let it come from what quarter it mar. I know that a 
few individuals canoot resist a torrent bf error and 
passion such as hus swept thc South into rebellion; 
but you can point out, so that wc may know thosc 

http:urou.,.ht


548 MILITARY AND NAVAL IIISTORY OF THE REBELLION. 

who desire (\ Government and those who insist on 
war and its desolation. 

You might as well appeal aO'ainst the thunder-storm 
~s against these terribfe hara'ships of Will'. They are 
inevItable, '~nd the only way the people of Atlanta 
Call h?pe once m.ore to live in peace and quiet at 
borne IS to stop thIS war which can alone be done by
~dmit.ting that it bel!:an in error, and is perpetuated 
In pnd'\). \Ve don t want vour negroe8, or your 
horses, or your lanQ, or any'thing you have, but we 
do want and will have a just obedicnce to the laws 
of the United States. That wo will have, and if it 
involves the destruction of your improvements we 
cannot help it.. You have heretofore read public sen­
timent in your newspapers, that live by falsehood 
and excitement, and the qUIcker you seek for truth 
in other quarters, the better for you. 

I repeat then, that, by the original compact of 
governme~t, the United States hail certai? fights in 
Georgia, which have never been relInqUIshed. ~nd 
never will be j that the South began war by seIZIng 
forts arsenals, mints, custom-houses, &c., &e., long 
befO\:e Mr. Lincoln was installed, and before the 
South had one jot or tittle of provocation. I myself 
have' seen in Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, and 
Mississippi, hundreds and thousands of women and 
children fleeing from your armies llnd desperadoes, 
hungry and with bleeding feet. In ~Iemphls, Vicks­
burg, and Mississippi, we fed thousands upon thou­
sands of the families of rebel soldiers left on our 
hands, and whom we could not see starve. Now that 
war comes home to you, you feel very different j you 
deprecate its horrors, but did not feel them when you 
sentear-loads of soldiers and ammunition, lmd mould­
ed shell lind shot, to carry wur into Keutueky lind 
Tennessee, and desolate the homes of hundreds an.d 
thousands of good people, who only asked to live in 
peace at their old homes, and under the Government 
of their inheri tance. 

But these comparisons are idle. I want peace, and 
believe it can only be reached throllO"h Union and 
war j and I will ever conduct war pureYy with a view 
to perfect and early success. 

But my dear sirs, when that peace does come, you 
may c'all on me for any thing. 'I'hen will I share with 
you the last cracker, and watch with you to ~hicld 
your homes and families against danger from every 
quarter. Now you must go, and take with you tho 
old lOud feeble feed nnd nurse them, and build for 
them in more' quiet plnces proper. habitations to 
shield them against the weather until the mad pas­
sions of men cool down, and allow the Union and 
peace once more to settle on your old homes at At­
lanta. Yonrs in haste, 

W. T SHERMAN, Maj.-Gcn. 

In another communication to the Mayor 
Gen. Sherman ordered the latter to announce 
to the citizens: 

The government will furnish transportation south 
as far as Rough and Ready' nortb, as far as Chatt ... 
n?oga. All citizens may tak~ their inovable property 
Wlt.h . them. 'I'ransportation will be furnished for all 
moyables. Negroes who wish to do so may go wi~h 
their masters j other male negroes will be put 10 
Government employ, and the women and children 
sent outside the lines. 

For the purpose of contributing to the com­
fort of those who were under orders to remove, 
an extension of the truce was subsequently 
obtained. The difficult and delicate task of su­
perintencling thc departure of these persons 
was not effected without charges of cruelty 
and peculation against the Federal officers, with 
which for several weeks the Southern press 
tecmed. Gen. Sherman, in a· letter of Sept. 25, 
says: "The truth is, that during the truce 446 
families were moved south, making '705 adults, 
860 children, and 4'70 servants, with 1,651 
pounds of furniture and 11ousehol(l goods on tho 
average to each family, of which we have a 
perfect recollection by name and articles." 

... 

CHAPTER XL. 

Reorganization of the Army of tho Potomac-Pl.ns of Gen. Grant-Advance of tho Army nuder Gen. Grant-Croese. the 
Rappahannock-First Day's Battle-Position of the Armies at Night-Burnside's Reserve hrought on tho Field­
Subsequent Battles-March to the Left-Bottles at Spottsylvania Court lIouse-'l'hanksgivlngs at the North-Disposal 
of the Wounded. 

THE Army of the Potomac, under Gen. 
Meade, in its reorganization was reduced to 
three corps, as stated on previons pages. Maj.­
Gen. Warren was assigned to the command of . 
the 5th army corps. The consolidation of 
divisions and arrangement of brigades was 
made as follows: The commanding officer of 
the 1st division of the old 5th corps was or­
dered to consolidate the three brigades into 
two brigades, to be designated IlS the 1st and 
2d brigades, 1st division, 5th army corps. The 
old 2d division, 5th corps, was consolidated 
into one brigade, and designated as the 3d bri­
gade, 1st division, 5th corps, commanded by 
Brig.-Gen. R. B. Ayres. The old 3d division, 
5th corps, remained as the new 3d divi8ion, 
5th army corps. The 2d brigade of the 3d 
division, 1st army corps, was transferred to the 

2d division, 1st army corps, and this division 
afterwards designated as the 2d division, 5th 
army corps. The 1st brigade of tho 3d division, 
1st army corps, was transferred to the 1st di­
vision, 1st army corps, and this division after­
wards designated as the 4th division, 5th army 
corps. The designating flags of the old 3d 
brigade, 1st division, 5th army corps; of the 
old 2d division, 5th army corps; of the old 2d 
brigade, 2d division, 5th army corps, and of 
the 3d division, 1st army corps, were ordered to 
be turned in to the corps qnartermaster. 

The following was the assignment of general 
officers to commands in the consolidated corps: 

I-Brig.-Gen. J. S. WadsW'orth, commanding 4th 
division. 

2-Brig.Gen. S. W. Crnwford, commanding 3d 
division. 
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la~d. Free sc?ool~ must be organized and sns­
tamed for a tIme In part by northern capital. 
Lo~al presses, too, mnst be established, and the 
SOCIal structure renovated and placed upon its 
ne.w basis of freedom, order, lind law. While 
tlus ch.ange was going on, thongh superintend­
ed mamly, and supported in part by persons 
wbo had previously resided in the regions to be 
reclaimed, aid would be required for some time 
from those sections which had not been despoil­
ed by the ravages ofwm·. To the va.rious local 
refugee societies letters were addressed, and 
their coOpera tion, counsel, and suggestions 
sought. These organizations welcomed with 
great cordiality tbe new movement, and united 
with it as branches, or entered into harmonious 
cooperation with it. The American Union·Com­
mission, as thus organized, hurl its headquarters 
in New York city, but includecl auxiliaries in 
Boston, Baltimore, Pittsburg, Cincinnati, Chi­
cago, Cniro, Memphis, Nashville, Oharleston, 
anrl other points. Its officers were Rev. Joseph 
P. Thompson, D. D., President; Rev. Lyman 
Abbott, Oorresponding Secretary; H. G. Odi­
orne, Esq., of Cincinnati, Western Secretary; 
II. 1.i. Pierce, J"L.D., Recording Secretary; 
.A. V. Stout, Esq. (President of Shoe and Leath­
er Bank), Treasurer; and an Executive Oom­
mittee of six members. Its fundtUllental article, 
approved, as was the whole work and purpose 
of the Commission, by the Government, stated 
that it "is constitutecl for the purpose of aiding 
and coOperating with the l)eople of those por­
tions of the United States which have been 
desolated and impoverished by the war, in the 
restoration of their civil and social condition 
upon the basis of inclustry, education, freedom, 

' and Christian morality. 
.About the 1st of October, 1864, the Commis­

sion was fully organized for its work, and found 
at first abundant occupation in relieving the 
immediate necessities of homeless refugees, who 
were brought from the South in Government 
transports and landed upon the wharves in the 
most destitute condition. Nearly 100,000 were 

thus thrown upon the cl1arity of the benevolent 
during seven or eight montl1S?f 1864-'65. The 
Commission gathered them mto barracks or 
"homes" at St. J"onis, Cairo, Louisville, Cincin­
nati, Indianapolis, New York, and otl!er points 
in the North, fed, clothed, and 'provIded t1~em 
with medical care, and where It was possIble 
procured for them places, where, by their own 
industry, they could obtain a livelihood. Ex­
perience in other organizations proloed that the 
retention of larae numbers in camps and bar­
racks in a state ;f idleness, was injurious alike 
to their health their morals, and their subse­
quent efficiency, and hence the Commission 
sought as speedily as possible to place all who 
were able to work in situations whcre they 
might obtain their bread by their labor. The 
extraordinary campaigns of General Sllerman, 
and the sudden collapse of the rebellion, ren­
dered a different system necessary in the Sea­
board States. It was neither practicable nor 
de.sirable to bring the thousands who flocked 
into Savannah, Charleston, Wilmington, New­
bern, Goldsborough, Petersburg, and Richmond, 
to the North. They must be aided in their 
dire necessity at home, and as soon as practica­
ble assisted to sustain themselves. Provisions 
were accordingly shipped to SavanDllh, Charles­
ton, Newbern, Richmond, and other points, 
anel careful and trustworthy agents despatched 
with them to see to their honest and faithful 
distribution. Pauperism, or the dependence 
upon charity without effort at self-help, was 
sternly discouraged; the cities were districted, 
and the applicants visited at their homes. 

The Commission disbursed in money and 
clothing from its New York office in six months, 
$70,000, and the various auxiliary boards prob­
ably fully as much more. (The Boston Branch 
expended $32,000.) Schools were opened in 
Richmond and other cities of the South. Seeds 
and agriculturnl implements were also furnished 
to the impoverished people of the Southern 
States, that they might be able to resume their 
long interrupted industry. 

CRAPTER XLV. 

Position of Gen. Sherman at Atlanta-Position of Gen. Hood: bis Movements-Operations of Gen. Forrest-The fallure 
to Interrupt the Federal Communications-Plans of Gen. Sherman-His Orders-Distribution of bis Army-Advance 
of the Loft Wing-Excitement in Georgia-Advllneo ot the Rigbt Wing-Reaches the Ogeeehee-Demonstration tow· 
ard Augusta-Admnce between the Ogcechee and Savannah Rlvers-Seonts reach the Coast-Reduction of Fort Mo­
Allister-Investment ot Samnnah-Its Evacuation-Fnrther Proceedings. 

DURING the month of September, the Federal racks, and in strengthening the defences of 
army in and about .Atlanta were allowed to .Atlanta. All this seemed to indicate Gen. 
rest, from the fatigues of active military duty, Sherman's intention to make the city a base 
and many were sent home on furlough. The for further operations southward, and to hold 
railroad was employed to its utmost capacity it with a powerful garrison. From his recent 
to bring forward supplies and recruits, and experience of the facility with which a cav(l~ry 
much was done in the construction of bar- force could temporarily interrupt his long hne 


