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MEMOIRS 

OF 

GENERAL WILLIAM T. SHERMAN. 

CHAPTER xv.· 
ATLANTA OAMPAIGN-NASHVILLE AND OHATrAi""OOGA TO KENESAW. 

MARCH, APRIL, AND MAY, IS64. 

ON the 18th day of March, 1864, at Nashville, Tennessee, 
I relieved Lieutenant-General Grant in command of the Mili
tary Division of the Mississippi, embracing the Departments 
of the Ohio, Cumberland, Tennessee, and Arkansas, commanded 
respectively by Major-Generals Schofield, Thomas, McPherson, 
and Steele. General Grant was in the act of starting East to 
assume command of all the armies of the United States, but 
more particularly to give direction in person to the Armies 
of the Potomac and James, operating against Richmond; and I 
accompanied him as far as Cincinnati on his way, to avail my
self of the opportunity to discuss privately many little details 
incident to the contemplated changes, and of preparation for 
the great events then impending. Among these was the in· 
tended assignment to duty of many officers of note and influ
ence, who had, by the force of events, drifted into inactivity 
and discontent. Among these stood prominent Generals ::Mc
Clellan, Burnside, and Fl:emont, in the East; and Generals 
Buell, ::McCook, Negley, and Crittenden, at the West. My un
derstanding was that General Grant thought it wise and pru
dent to give all these officers appropriate commands, that would 
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6 ATLANTA CAMPAIGN. [1864. 

enable them to regain the influence they had lost; and, as a 
general reorganization of an the armies was then necessary, he 
directed me to keep in mind especially the claims of Generals 
Buell, McOook, and Orittenden, and endeavor to give them 
commands that would be as neal' their rank and dates of com
mission as possible; but I was to do nothing' until I heard 
further from him on the subject, as he explained that he would 
have to consult the Secretary of War before making final orders. 
General Buell and his officers had been subjected to a long ordeal 
by a court of inquiry, touching their conduct of the campaign 
in Tennessee and Kentncky, that resulted in the battle of Perry
ville, or Ohaplin's Hills, October 8, 1862, and they had been 
substantially acquitted; and, as it was manifest that we were to 
have some hard fighting, we were anxious to bring into harmony 
every man and every officer of skill in the profession of arms. 
Of these, Generals Buell and McOlellan were prominent in 
rank, and also by reason of their fame acquired in Mexico, as 
well as in the earlier part of the civil war. 

After my return to Nashville I addressed myself to the task 
of organization and preparation, which involved the general secu
rity of the vast region of the South which had been already con
quered, more especially the several routes of supply and commu
nication with the active armies at the front, and to organize a 
large army to move into Georgi-a, coincident with the advance 
of the Eastern armies against Richmond. I soon received from 
Oolonel J. B. Fry-now of the Adjutant-General's Department, 
but then at Washington in charge of the Provost-Marshal-Gen
eral's office-a letter asking me to do something for General 
Buell. I answered him frankly, telling him of my understand
ing with General Grant, and that I was still awaiting the ex
pected order of the War Department, assigning General Buell 
to my command. Oolonel Fq, as General Buell's special friend, 
replied that he was very anxious that I should make specific ap
plication for the services of General Buell by name, and inquired 
what I proposed to offer him. To this I answered that, after the 
agreement with General Grant that he would notify me from 
Washington, I could not with propriety press the matter, but if 
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General Buell should be assi.gned to me specifically I was pre
pared to assign him to comma,nd all the troops on the Missis
sippi River from Cairo to Natchez, comprising about three divi
sions, or the equivalent of a corps d'armee. General Grant 
never afterward communicated to me on the subject at all; and 
I inferred that Mr. Stanton, who was notoriously vindictive in 
his prejudices, would not consent to the cmployment of these 
high officers. General Buell, toward the close of the war, pub- I 

liShed a bitter political letter, aimed at General Grant, re:flectine;' 
on his general management of the war, and stated that both 
Generals Canby and Sherman had offered him a subordinate 
command, which he had declined because he had once out
ranked us. This was not true as to me, or Canby either, I 
think, for both General Canby and I ranked him at West Point 
and in the old army, and he (General Buell) was only superior 
to us in the date of his commission as major-general, for a ShOl·t 
period in 1862. This newspaper communication, though aimed 
at General Grant, reacted on himself, for it closed his military 
career. General Crittenden afterward obtained authority for 
service, and I offered him a division, but he declined it for the 
reason, as I understood it, that he had at one time commanded 
a corps. He is now in the United States service, commanding 
the Seventeenth Infantry. General :McCook obtained a com
mand under General Canby, in the Department of the Gulf, 
where he rendered good service, and he is also in the rec,oular 
service, lieutenant-colonel Tenth Infantry. 

I retumed to NaShville from Cincinnati about the 25th of 
March, and started at once, in a special car attached to the regu
IF train, to inspect my command at the front, going to Pulaski, 
Tennessee, where I found General G. },r[, Dodge; thence to 
ITuntsville, Alabama, where I had left a part of my personal 
staff and the records of the department during the time we had 
been absent at Meridian; and there I found General McPher
son, who had arrived from Vicksburg, and had assumed com
mand of the Army of the Tennessee. General McPherson ac
companied me, and we proceeded by the cars to Stevenson, 
Bridgeport, etc., to Chattanooga, where we spent a day or two 
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with General George H. Thomas, and then continued on to
 
Knoxville, where was General Schofield. He returned with
 
us to Ohattanooga, stopping by the way a few hours at Loudon,
 
where were the headquarters of the Fomth Oorps (Major-Gen

eral Gordon Granger). General Granger, as usual, was full of
 
complaints at the treatment of his corps since I had left him
 
with General Burnside, at Knoxville, the preceding November;
 
and he stated to me personally that he had a leave of absence in
 
his pocket, of which he intended to take advantage very soon.
 
About the end of March, therefore, the three army commanders
 
and myself were together at Ohattanooga. We had nothing likc
 
a council of war, but conversed freely and frankly on all matters
 
of interest then in progress or impending. ,Ve all knew that,
 
as soon as the spring was fairly open, we should have to move
 
directly against our antagonist, General J os. E. Johnston, then
 

. securely intrenched at Dalton, thirty miles distant; and the 
purpose of our conference at the time was to ascertain our own 
resources, and to distribute to each part of the army its appro
priate share of work. We discussed every possible contingency 
likely to arise, and I simply instructed each army commander to 
make immediate preparations for a hard campaign, regulating 
the distribution of supplies that were coming up by rail from 
Nashville as equitably as possible. We also agreed on some 
subordinate changes in the organization of the three separate 
armies which were destined to take the field; among which was 
the consolidation of the Eleventh and Twelfth Oorps (Howard 
and Slocum) into a single corps, to be commanded by General 
J os. Hooker. General Howard was to be transfen-ed to the 
:Fourth Oorps, vice Gordon Granger to avail himself of his leave \ 
of absence; and General Slocum was to be ordered down the I 
Mississippi River, to command the District of Vicksbmg. These \ 
ehanges required the consent of the President, and were all in , 
due time approved. 

The great question of the campaign was one of supplies. 
Nashville, our chief depot, was itself partially in a hostile coun- I 
try, and even the routes of supply from Louisville to Nashville 
by rail, and by way of the OumberlandRiver, had to be guarded. 
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Chattanooga (our starting-point) was one hundred and thirty
six miles in front of Nashville, and every foot of the way, espe-' 
cially the many bridges, trestles, and culverts, had to be strong
ly guarded against the acts of a local hostile population and of 
the enemy's cavalry. Then, of course, as we advanced into 
Georgia, it was manifest that we should have to repair the rail
road, use it, and guard it likewise. General Thomas:s army 
was much the largest of the three, was best provided, and con
tained the best corps of engineers, raihoad managers, and rEpair 
parties, as well as the best body of spies and provost-marshals. 
On him we were therefore compelled in a great measure to rely 
for these most useful branches of service. He had so long exer
cised absolute command and control over the railroads in his 
department, that the other armies were jealous, and these 
thought the Army of the Cumberland got the lion's share of 
the supplies and other advantages of the raihoads. I found a 
good deal of feeling in the Army of the Tennessee on this score, 
and therefore took supreme control of the roads myself, placed 
all the army commanders on ari. equal footing, and gave to each 
the same control, so far as orders of transportation for men and 
stores were concerned. Thomas's spies brought him frequent 
and accurate reports of J os. Johnston's army at Dalton, giving 
its strength anywhere between forty and fifty thousand men, 
and these were being reenforced by troops from Mississippi, and \ 
by the Georgia militia, under General G. W. Smith. General ~ 

Johnston seemed to be acting pui'ely on the defensive, so that 
we had time and leisure to take all our measures deliberately 
an4 fully. I fixed the date of May 1st, when all things should 
be in readiness for the grand forward movement, and then re
turned to Nashville; General Schofield going back to Knoxville, 
and McPherson to Huntsville, Thomas remaining at Chatta
nooga. 

On the 2d of April, at Nashville, I wrote to General Grant, 
then at Washington, reporting to him the results of my visit to 
the several armies, and asked his consent to the several changes 
proposed, which was promptly given by telegraph. I then ad
dressed myself specially to the troublesome question of trans
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portation and supplies. I fOlmd the capacity of the railroads 
from Nashville forward to Decatur, and to Ohattanooga, so 
small, especially in the number of locomotives and cars, that it 
was clear that they were barely able to supply the daily wants of 
the armies then dependent on them, with no power of accumu
lating a surplus in advance. The cars were daily loaded down 
with men returning from furlough, with cattle, horses, etc.; and, 
by reason of the previous desolation of the country between 
Ohattanooga and Knoxville, General Thomas had authorized the 
issue of provisions to the suifering inhabitants. 

We could not attempt an advance into Georgia without food, 
ammunition, etc. ; and ordinary prudence dictated that we should 
have an accumulation at the front, in case of interruption to the 
railway by the act of the enemy, or by common accident. Ac

! 
i 

cordingly, on the 6th of April, I issued a general order, limiting 
the use of the railroad-cars to transporting only the essential 
articles of food, ammunition, and supplies for the army proper, 
forbidding any flU'ther issues to citizens, and cutting off all civil 
traffic; requiring the c6mmanders of posts within thirty mileiil 
of Nashville to haul out their own stores in wagons; re
quiring all troops destined for the front to march, and all beef
cattle to be driven on their own legs. This was a great help, 
but of course it naturally raised a howl. Some of the poor 
Union people of East Tennessee appealed to President Lincoln, 
whose kind heart responded promptly to their request. He 
telegraphed me to know if I could not modi:i'y o~ repeal my 
orders; but I answered him that a great campaign was impend
ing, on which the fate of the nation hung; that our railroads 
had but a limited capacity, and could not provide for the neces
sities of the army and of· the people too; that one or the other 
must quit, and we could not until the army of J os. Johnston 
was conquered, etc., etc. :Mr. Lincoln seemed to acquiesce, and 
I advised the people to ~btain and drive out cattle from Ken
tucky, and to haul out their supplies by the wagon-road from 
the same quarter, by way of Oumberland Gap. By these 
changes I nearly or quite doubled our daily accumulation of 
stores at the front, and yet even this was not found enough. 

_I
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I accordingly called together in Nashville the master of trans
portation, Colonel Anderson, the chief quartermaster, General 
J. L. Donaldson, and the chief commissary, General Amos Beck
with, for conference. I assumed the strength of the army to move 
from Chattanooga into Georgia at one hlmdred thousand men, and 
the number of animals to be fed, both for cavah'yand draught, 
at thirty-five thousand; then, allowing for occasional wrecks 
of trains, which were very common, and for the interrup
tion of the road itself by guerrillas and regular raids, we es
timated it would require one hundred and thirty cars, of ten tons 
each, to reach Chattanooga daily, to be reasonably certain of an 
adequate supply. Even with this calculation, we could not 
afford to bring forward hay for the horses and mules, nor more 
tha,n five pOlmds of oats or corn per day for each animal. I was 
willing to risk the question of forage in part, because I expected 
to find wheat and corn fields, and a good deal of grass, as we 
advanced into Georgia at that season of the year. The problem 
then was to deliver at Chatta.nooga and beyond one hundred and 
thirty car-loads daily, leaving the beef-cattle to be driven on the 
hoof, and all the troops in excess of the usual train-guards to 
march by the ordinary roads. Colonel Anderson promptly ex
plained that he did not possess cars or locomotives enough to do 
this work. I then instructed and authorized him to hold on to 
all trains that arrived at Nashville from Louisville, and to allow 
none to go back until he had secured enough to fill the require
ments of our problem. At the time he only had about sixty 
serviceable locomotives, and about six hundred cars of all kindf?t, 
and he represented that to provide for all contingencies he 
must have at least one hundred locomotives and one thousand 
cars. As soon as Mr. Guthrie, the President of the Louisville & 
Nashville Railroad, detected that we were holding on to all his 
locomotives and cars, he wrote me, earnestly remonstrating 
against it, saying that he would not be able with diminished 
stock to bring forward the necessary stores from Louisville to 
Nashville. I wrote to him, frankly telling him exactly how we 
were placed, appealed to his patriotism to stand by us, a,nd 
advised him in like manner to hold on to all trains coming into 
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Jeffersonville, Indiana. He and General Robert Allen, then 
quartermaster-general at Louisville, arranged a ferry-boat so as 
to transfer the trains over the Ohio River from Jeffersonville, 
and in a short time we had cars and locomotives from almost 
every road at the North; months afterward I was amused to see, 
away down in Georgia, cars marked" Pittsburg & Fort Wayne," 
"Delaware & Lackawanna," "Baltimore & Ohio," and indeed 
with the names of almost every railroad north of the Ohio River. 
How these railroad companies ever recovered their property, or 
settled their transportation accounts, I have never heard, but to 
this fact, as much as to any other single fact, I attribute the per
fect success which afterward attended our campaigns; and I have 
always felt grateful to Mr. Guthrie, of Louisville, who had sense. 
enough and patriotism enough to subordinate the iuterests of 
his railroad company to the cause of his country. 

About this time, viz., the early part of April, I was much 
disturbed by a bold raid made by the rebel General Forrest up 
between the Mississippi and Tennessee Rivers. He reached the 
Ohio River at Paducah, but was handsomely repulsed by Colo
nel Hicks. He then swung down toward Memphis, assaulted 
and carried Fort Pillow, massacring a part of its garrison, com
posed wholly of negro troops. At first I discredited the story 
of the massacre, because, in preparing for the Meridian cam
paign, I had ordered Fort Pillow to be evacuated, but it trans
pired afterward that General Hurlbut had retained a small 
garrison at Fort Pillow to encourage the enlistment of the 
blacks as soldiers, which was a avorite political policy at that 
day. The massacre at Fort illow occurred April 12, 1864, 
and has been the subject of congressional inquiry. No doubt 
Forrest's men acted like a set of barbarians, shooting down the 
helpless negro garrison after the .fort was in their possession; 
but I am told that Forrest personally disclaims any active par
ticipation in the assault, and that he stopped the firing as soon 
as he could. I also take it fO!" granted that Forrest did not 
lead the assault in person, and consequently that he was to the 
rear, out of sight if not of hearing at the time, and I was told 
by hundreds of our men, who were at various times prisoners in 
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Forrest's possession, that he was usually very kind to them. He 
had a desperate set of fellows under him, and at that very time 
there is no doubt the feeling of the Southern people was fear
fully savage on this very point of our making soldiers out of 
their late slaves, and Forrest may have shared the feeling. 

I also had another serious cause of disturbance about that 
time. I wanted badly the two divisions of troops which had 
been loaned to General Banks in the month of March -pre
viously, with the express understanding that their absence was 
to endure only one month, and that during April they were to 
come out of Red River, and be again within the sphere of my 
command. I accordingly instructed one, of my inspector-gen
()rals, John :NI. Corse, to take a fleet steamboat at Nashville, 
proceed via Cairo, Memphis, and Vicksburg, to General Banks 
up the Red River, and to deliver the following letter of April 
3d, "as also others, Qf like tenor, to Generals A. J. Smith and 
Fred Steele, who were supposed to be with him: 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, } 
NASHVILLE, TE..."Th"ESSEE, .<1pril 8, 1864. 

Major- General N. P. BANKS, commanding Department of Ute Gulf, Red 
River. 

GENERAL: The thirty days for which I loaned you the command of 
General A. J. Smith will expire on the lOth instant. I send with this 
Brigadier-General J. M. Corse, to carry orders to General A. J. Smith, 
and to give directions for a new movement, which is preliminary to the 
general campaign. General Corse may see you and explain in full, but, lest 
he should not find you in person, I will simply state that Forrest, availing 
himself of the absence of our furloughed men and of the detachment with 
you, has pushed up between the Mississippi and Tennessee Rivers, even to 
the Ohio. He attacked Paducah, but got the worst of it, and he still 
lingers about the place. I hope that he will remain thereabouts till General 
A. J. Smith can reach his destined point, but this I can hardly expect; yet 
I want him to reach by the Yazoo a position near Grenada, thence to 
operate against Forrest, after which to march across to Decatur, Alabama. 
You will see that he has a big job, and therefore should start at once. 
From all that I can learn, my troops reached Alexandria, Louisiana, at the 
time agreed on, viz., March 17th, and I hear' of them at Natchitoches, but 
cannot hear of your troops being above Opelousas. 

Steele is also moving. I leave Steele's entire force to cooperate with 
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you and the navy, but, as I before stated, I must have A. J. Smith's troops 
now as soon as possible. 

I beg you will expedite their return to Vicksburg, if they have not 
already started, and I want them if possible to remain in the same boats 
they have used up Red River, as it will save the time otherwise con
sumed in transfer to other boats. 

All is well in this quarter, and I hope by the time you turn against 
Mobile our forces will again act toward the same end, thoogh from distant 
points. General Grant, now having lawful control, will doubtless Bee that 
all minor objects are disregarded, and that all the armies act on a common 
~~ . 

Hoping, when this reaches yOl1, that you will be in possession of Shreve
port, I am, with great respect, etc., 

. W. T. SHERMAN, Major-General commanding. 

Rumors were reaching us thick and fast of defeat and disas
ter in that quarter; and I feared then, what afterward actually 
happened, that neither General Banks nor Admiral Porter 
could or would spare those two divisions. On the 23d of April, 
General Corse returned, bringing full answers to my letters, and 
I saw that we must go on without them. This was a serious 
loss to the Army of the Tennessee, which was also short by two 
other divisions that were on their veteran furlough, and were 
under orders to rendezvous at Cairo, before embarking for Clif
ton,. on the Tennessee River. 

On the 10th of April, 1864, the headquarters of the three 
.Armies of the Cumberland, Tennessee, and Ohio, were at Chat
tanooga, Huntsville, and Knoxville, and the tables on page 16, 
et seq., give their exact condition and strength. 

The Department of the Arkansas was then subject to my com
mand, but General Fred Steele, its commander, was at Littlo 
Rock, remote from me, acting in cooperation with General Banks, 
and had full employment for every soldier of his command; so 
that I never depended on him for any men, or for any participa.
tion in the Georgia campaign. Soon after, viz., May 8th, that 
department was transfened to th~ Military Division of "the 
Gulf," or" Southwest," ,;Major-General E. R. S. Canby com
manding, and General Steele served with him in the subsequent 
movement against Mobile. 
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In Generals Thomas, McPherson, and Schofield, I had three 
generals of education and experience, admirably qualified for the 
work before us. Each has made a history of his own, and I 
need not here dwell on their respective merits as men, or as com

.mandel's of armies, ex.cept that each possessed special qualities 
of mind and of character which fitted them in the highest de
gree for the work then in conterriplation, 

By the returns of April 10, 1864, it will be seen that the 
Army of the Cumberland had on its muster-rolls-

Meo. 

Present and absent, 171,450 
Present for duty " , .. , . , , .. , 88,883· 

The Army of the Tennessee-
Men, 

Present and absent",., .. " , .. ,., 134,763 
Present for duty•. " .. , , •. , .. , , . . . . .. . 64,957 

The Army of the Ohio-
Meo. 

Present and absent , , , , , ., 46,052 
Present for duty,. , , . , . , , , , 26,242 

The department and army commanders had to maintain 
strong ganisons in their respective departments, and also to 
guard their respective lines of supply. I therefore, in my mind, 
aimed to prepare out of these three armies, by the 1st of May, 
1864, a compact army for active operations in Georgia, of 
about the following numbers: 

Men. 
Army of the Cumberland. , , , .. , , . 50,000 
Army of the Tennessee ,..........•••. , •....... , , , 35,000 
Army of the Ohio., , .. , , , .... , , ..•..• , . , . ' •..•..• 15,000 

Total.. ' •. ' .•. , .. , , , , . , 100,000 

and, to make these troops as mobile as possible, I made the 
strictest possible orders in relation to wagons and all species of 
incumbrances and impedimenta whatever. Each officer and sol· 
dier was required to carry on his horse or person food and cloth· 
ing enough for five days. To each regiment was allowed but 
one wagon and one ambulance, and to the officers of each com· 
pany one pack-horse or mule. 

http:Total..'�.'.�
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coTranscript from tILe Tri-Monthly Return of the J)epal'tm.ent of tILe Curnbe1'land-( Continued.) 
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Transcript from the Tri-HontMy Return of the .Department and Army of the Tennessee, commanded 

by Hajor- General MCPHERSON, for April 10, 1864. 
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~ Transcript from tILe lri-MontMy Return of tILe Department and A1'my of the Tennessee-( Continued.} 
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Transcript from the Tri-JJIonthly Return of the IJepartment of the Oldo, commanded by Majo?·.
 

Geneml SCHOFIELD, for April 10, 1864.
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Transcript from the T7'i-Monthly Return of the Department of the Okio-( Oontinued.) 
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Each division and br:gade was proVlded a fair proportion 01 
wagons for a supply~train, and these were limited in their loada 
to carry food, ammunition, and clothing. Tents were forbidden 
to all save the sick and wounded, and one tent only was allowed 
to each headqnarters for use as an office. These orders were not 
absolutely enforced, though in person I set the example, and did 
not have a tent, nor did any officer about me have one; but we had 
wall tent-:f:I.ies, without poles, and no tent-fmniture of any kind. 
\Ve usually spread our flies over saplings, or on fence-rails or posts 
improvised on the spot. :Most of the general officers, except 
Thomas, followed my example strictly; but he had a regular 
headquarters-camp. I frequently caBed his attention to the or
ders on this subject, rather jestingly than seriously. lIe would 
break out against his of1icers for having such 1u..."Xuries, but, need
ing a tent himself, and being good-natured and slow to act, he 
never enforced my orders perfectly. In addition to his regular 
wagon-train, he had a big wagon which could be converted into 
an office, and this we used to call "Thomas's circus." Several 
times during the campaign I found quartermasters hid away in 
some comfortable nook to the rear, with tents and mess-fixtures 
which were the envy of the passing soldiers; and I frequently 
l)l'oke them up, and distributed the tonts to the surgeons of bri
gades. Yet my orders actually reduced the transportation, so 
that I doubt if any army ever went forth to ibattle with fewer 
impedimenta, and where the regular and necessary supplies of 
food, ammunition, and clothing, were issued, as called for, so 
regularly and so well. 

My personal staff was then composed of Captain J. C. McOoy, 
aide-de-camp; Captain L. :1£. Dayton, aide-de-camp; Captain J. 
C. Audenried, aide-de-camp; Brigadier-General J. D. Webster, 
chief of staff; :Major R. 1'1. Sawyer, assistant adjutant-general; 
Captain Montgomery Rochester, assistant adjutant-general. 
These last three were left at Nashville in charge of the office, 
and were empowered to give orders in my name, communication 
being generally kept np by telegraph. 

Sl bsequently were added to my staff, and accompanied me 
in the field, Brigadier-General W. F. Barry, chief of artillery j 
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Colonel O. M. Poe, chief of engineers; Colonel L. C. Easton, 
chief quartermaster; Colonel Amos Beckwith, chief commissa
ry; Captain Thos. G. Baylor, chief of ordnance; Surgeon E. D. 
Kittoe, medical director; Brigadier-General J. 11. Corse, in
spector-general; Lieutenant-Colonel C. Ewing, inspector-gen
eral; and Lieutenant-Colonel Willard Warner, inspector-general. 

These officers constituted my staff proper at the beginning of 
the campaign, which remained substantially the same till the 
close of the war, with very few exceptions; viz.: Surgeon J"ohn 
Moore, United States Army, relieved Surgeon Kittoe of the vol
nnteers (abont Atlanta)' as medical director; Major Henry 
Hitchcock joined as judge-advocate, and Captain G. Ward Nich
ols reported as an extra aide-de-camp (after the fall of Atlanta) 
at Gaylesville, just before we started for Savannah. 

During the whole month of April the prepamtions for active 
war were going on with extreme vigor, and my letter-book shows 
an active correspondence with Generals Grant, Halleck, Thomas, 
McPherson, and Schofield on thousands of matters of detail and 
arrangement, most of which are embraced in my testimony before 
the Committee on the Conduct of the War, vol. i., Appendix. 

When the time for action approached, viz., May 1, 1&6!, the 
actual armies prepared to move into Georgia resulted as fol. 
lows, present for battle: 

A?'my oj the Cumberland, J£ajor- General TnO)IAs. 
Men. 

Infantry 54,568 
Artillery : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2,377 
Cavalry. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.828 

Aggregate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 60,773 
Number of field-gulls, 130. 

Army oj tlte Tennessee, Major- General MOPUERSON. 
Men. 

Infantry.......................•................. 22,437
 
Artillery. . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1,404
 
Cavalry. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 624
 

Aggregate. . • • . • • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 24,465 
Guns, 96. 
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Army of t7~e Okio, Major- General SOHOFIELD. 
Mon. 

Infantry....................•.................... 11,183
 
Artillory < •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 6'79 
Cavalry . 1,69'7 

Aggregate ..................................• 13,550 
Guns, 28. 

Grand aggregate, 98,'70'7 men and 254 guns. 

These figures do not embrace the cavalry divisions 'which 
were still incomplete, viz., of General Stoneman, at Lexington, 
Kentucky, and of General Garrard, at Columbia, Tennessee, who 
were then rapidly collecting horses, and joined us in the early 
stage of the campaigu. General Stoneman, having a division 
of about four thousand men and horses, was attached to Scho
field's Army of the Ohio. General GalTard's division, of about 
four thousand five hundred men and horses, was attached to 
General Thomas's command; and he had another irregular divi
sion of cavalry, commanded by Brigadier-General E. McCook. 
There was also a small brigade of cavalry, belonging to the 
Army of the Cumberland, attached temporarily to the Army of 
the Tennessee, which was commanded by Brigadier-General 
J uelson Kilpatrick. These cavalry commands changed constant
ly in strength and numbers, and were generally used on the ex
treme flanks, or for some special detached service, as will be 
hereinafter related. The Army of the Tennessee was still short 
by the two divisions detached with General Banlm, up Red 
River, and two other divisions on furlough in llliJiois, Indiana, 
and Ohio, but which were rendezvousing at Cairo, under Gen
erals Leggett and Crocker, to form a part of the Seventeenth 
Corps, which corps was to be commanded by Major-General 
Frank P. Blair, then a member of Congress, in 'Vashington. 
On the 2d of April I notified him by letter that I wanted him 
to join and to command these two divisions, which ought to be 
ready by the 1st of May. General Blair, with these two divi
sions, constituting the Seventeenth Army Corps, did not actually 
overtake us until ,,'e reached Acworth and Big Shanty, in Geor· 
gill" about the 9th of June, 1864. 

-..' LIBRARY1A/'C'c:-. ..... • h_ 
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In my letter of April 4th to General John A.. Rawlins, chief 
of staff to General Grant at Washington, I described at length 
all the preparations that were in progress for the active cam
paign thus contemplated, and therein estimated Schofield at 
twelve thousand, Thomas at forty-five thousand,and McPher
son at thirty thousand. At first I intended to open the campaign 
about May 1st, by moving Schofield on Dalton from Cleveland, 
Thomas on the same objective from Chattanooga, and McPher
son on Rome and Kingston from Gunter's Landing. My illten
tion was merely to threaten Dalton in front, and to direct Mc
Pherson to act vigorously against the railroad below Resaca, 
far to the rear of the enemy. But by reason of his being 
short of his estimated strength by the four divisions before 
referred to, and thus being reduced to about twenty-four thou
sand men, I did not feel justified in placing him so far away 
from the support of the main body of the army, and therefore 
subsequently changed the plan of campaign, so far as to bring 
that army up to Chattanooga, and to direct it thence through 
Ship's Gap against the railroad to Johnston's rear, at or near 
Resaca, distant from Dalton only eighteen miles, and in full 
communication with the other armies by roads behind Rocky
face Ridge, of about the same length. 

On the 10th of April I received General Grant's letter of 
April 4th from vVashington, which fonned the basis of all the 
campaigns of the year 1864, and subsequently received another 
of April 19th, written from Culpepper, Virginia, both of which 
are now in my possession, in his own handwriting, and are here 
given entire. These lett~rs embrace substantially all the orders 
he ever made on this particular subject, and these, it will be 
seen, devolved on me the details both as to the plan and ex
ecution of the campaign by the annies nnder my immediate 
command. These armies were to be directed against the rebel 
anny commanded by General Joseph E. Johnston, then lying . 
on the defensive, strongly intrenched at Dalton, Georgia; and I 
was required to follow it up closely and persistently, so that in 
no event could any part be detached to assist General Lee in 
Virginia; General Grant undertaking in like manner to keep 
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Lee so bus,Y that he could not respond to any calls of help by 
Johnston. N either Atlanta, nor Augusta, nor Savannah, was 
the objective, but the" army of J os. Johnston," go where it 
might. 

[Pmy.ATE, A."D CoNFIDES'!UI.,] 

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UN~TED STATES, t 
WASHINGTON, D. C., Apnl4, 1864. f 

Major·General W. T. Sm:mrAN, commanding JUilita1'y Division oft"~ Mis
sissippi. 

GENERAL: It is my design, if tho enemy koep quiet and allow me to 
take tho initiative in the spring campaign, to work all parts of the army 
together, and somewhat toward a common centre. For your informatior 

I now write you my programme, as at present determined upon. 
I have sent orders to Banks, by private messenger, to finish up his pres

ent expedition against Shreveport with all dispatch; to turn over the de
fense of Red River to General Steele and the navy, and to return your 
troops to you, and his own to New Orleans j to abandon all of Texas, ex
cept the Rio Grande, and to hold that with not to exceed four thousand 
men; to reduce the number of troops on the Mississippi to the lowest num
ber necessary to hold it, and to collect from his command not less than 
twenty-five thousand men. To this I will odd five thousand from Missouri. 
With this force he is to commence operations against Mobile as soon as he 
can. It will be impossible for him to commence too early, 

Gillmore joins Butler with ten thousand men, and the two operate against 
Riehmond from the south side of James Rivor. This will give Butler thirty
three thousand men to operate with, W. F. Smith commanding the right 
wing of his forces, and Gillmore tho left wing. I will stay with the Army 
of the Potomac, increased by Burnside's corps of not less than twenty-five 
thousand effective men, and operate directly against Lee's army, wherever 
it may be found. 

Sigel collects all his available forco in two columns, one, under Ord and 
Averill, to start from Beverly, Virginia, and the other, under Orook, to start 
from Charleston, on the Kanaw ha, to move against the Virginia & Tennes
see Railroad. 

Crook will have all cavalry, and will endeavor to get in about Saltville, 
and move east from thero to join Ord. His force will be all cavalry, while 
Ord will have from ten to twelve thousand men of all arms. 

You I propose to move against Johnston's army, to break it up, and to 
get into the interior of the enemy's country as far as you can, inflicting all 
the damage you can agt1inst their war resources. 

I do not propose to lay down for you a plan of campaign, but simply to 
hq down the work it is desirable to have done, and leave you free te axe· 
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cute it in your own way. Submit to me, however, as early as you can, your 
plan of operations. 

As stated, Banks is ordered to commence operations as soon as he -ean. 
Gillmore is ordered to report at Fortress Monroe by the 18th inst., or as 
Boon thereafter as practicable. Sigel is concentrnting now. None will 
move from their places of rendezvous until I direct, except Banks. I want 
to be ready to move by the 25th inst., if possible; but all I can now direct 
is that you get ready as soon as possible. I know yon will have difficulties 
to encounter in getting through the mountains to wherc supplies are abun
dant, but I believe you will accomplish it. 

From the expedition from the Department of West Virginia I do not 
calculate on very great results j but it is the only way I can take troops 
from there. With the long line of railroad Sigel has to protect, he can 
spare no troops, except to move directly to his front. In this way he must 
get through to infiict great damage on the encmy, or the cnemy must detach 
from one of his armies a large force to prevent it. In other words, if Sigel 
can't skin himself, he con hold Ii leg while somc one else skins. 

I am, genel·al, very respectfully, yonr obedient servant, 
U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant- General. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DrviSlOY OF TIlE l\ItSSISSIPPI, t 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE, Ap"it 10, 1864. ) 

Lieutenant- Gene1'al U. S. GRANT, CommandC1·-in· CMef, Washington, D. C. 

DEAR GENERAL: Your two letters of April 4th are now before me, and 
afford me infinite satisfaction. That we are now all to act on a common 
plan, converging on a common centre, looks like enlightened war. 

Like yourself, you take the biggest load, and from me you shall have 
thorough and hcarty cooperation. I will not Jet side issues draw me off 
from your main plans in which I am to knock Jos. Johnston, and to do as 
much damage to the resources of the enemy as possible. I have heretofore 
,,"ritten to General Rawlins and to Colonel Comstock (of your staff) somc
,,"hat of the method in which I propose to act. I have seen all my army, 
corps, and division commanders, and ha"e signified only to the former, viz., 
Schofield, Thomas, and McPherson, our geneml plans, which I inferred 
from the purport of our conversation here and at Cincinnati. 

First, I am pushing stores to the front with all possible dispatch, and 
am completing the army organization according to the orders from Wash· 
ington, which are ample and perfectly satisfactory. 

It will take us all of April to get in our furloughed vcterans, to bring up 
A. J. Smith's command, and to coHeet pro;isions and cattle on tIle line of 
the Tennessee. Each of the armies will guard, by detachments of its own, 
its rear communications. 

At the signal to be given by you, Schofield, leaving a select garrison a~ 
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Knoxville and London, with twelve thousand men will drop down to the 
Hiawassee, and march against Johnston's right by the old Federal road. 
Stoneman, now in Kentucky, organizing the cavalry forces of the Army 
of the Ohio, will operate with Schofield on his left front-it may be, push
ing a select body of about two thousand cavalry by Ducktown or Elijah 
toward Athens, Georgia. 

Thomas will aim to have forty-five thousand men of all arms, and move 
straight against Johnston, wherever he may be, fighting him cautiously, pel'· 
sistently, and to the best advantage. He will have two divisions of cavalry, 
to take advantage of any offering. 

McPherson will have nine divisions of the Army of the Tennessee, if A. 
J. Smith gets here, in which case he will have full thirty thousand of the best 
mon in America. He will cross the Tennessee at Decatur and Whitesburg, 
march toward Rome, and feel for Thomas. If Johnston falls behind the 
Coosa, then McPherson will push for Rome; and if Johnston falls behind 
the Chattahoochee, as I believe he will, then McPherson will cross over and 
join Thomas. 

McPherson has no cavalry, but I have taken one of Thomas's divi· 
sions, viz., Garrard's, six thousand strong, which is now at Columbia, 
mounting, equipping, and preparing. I design this division to operate on" 
McPherson's right, rear, or front, according as the enemy appears. But 
the moment I detect Johnston falling behind the Chattahoochoe, I propose 
to cast off the effective part of this cavalry division, after crossing the 
Coosa, straight for Opelika, West Point, Columbus, or Wetumpka, to break 
up the road between Montgomery and Georgia. If Garrard can do this 
work well, he can return to the Union army; but should a superior force 
interpose, then he will seek safety at Pensacola and join Banks, or, after 
rest, will act against any force that he can find east of Mobile, till such time 
as he can reach me. . 

Should Johnston fall behind the Chattahoochee, I will feign to the 
right, but pass to the left and act against Atlan ta or its eastern communica
tions, according to developed facts. 

This is about as far ahead as I feel disposed to look, but I will ever 
bear in mind that Johnston is at all times to be kept so busy that he cannot 
in 1my event send any part of his command against you or Banks. 

If Banks can at the same time carry Mobile and open up the Alabama 
River, he will in a. measure solve the most difficult part of my problem, 
viz., "provisions." But in that I must venture. Georgia has a million of 
inhabitants. If they can live, we should not starve. If the enemy inter
rupt our communications, I will be absolved from all obligations to subsist 
on our own resources, and will feel perfectly justified in taking whatever 
and wherever we can find. 

I will inspire my command, if successful, with the feeling that beef and 
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salt are all that is absolutely necessnry to life, and that parched corn once 
fed General Jackson's army on that very gronnd. 

As 6ver, your friend and sen-ant, 
W. T. SnERMAN, Major-General. 

HEADQ'CARTERS ARMIES IN THE FJELD, t 
C'CLPEPPlm COURT-HoUSE, VIRGL.'llA, April 19, 18G4. f 

Major-General W. T. S:IERMAN, commanding Military Divi8ion of tho 
Missi8sippi. 

GENERAL: Since my letter to you of April 4th I have seen no reason to 
change any portion of the general plan of campaign, if the enemy remain 
still and allow us to take tile initiative. Rain has continued so uninterrupt
edly until the last day or two that it will be impossible to move, however, 
before ~he 27th, even if no more should fall in the mean time. I think Sat
urday, the 30th, will probably be the day for our general move. 

Colonel Comstock, who "'ill take this, can spend a day with you, and fill 
up many little gaps of information not given in any of my letters. 

What I now want more particularly to say is, that if the two main 
attacks, yours and the one from here, should promise great success, the 

.enemy may, in a fit of desperation, abandon one part of their line of defense, 
and throw their whole strength upon the other, believing a single defeat 
without IIny victory to sustain them better than II defeat 1111 II10ng their 
line, and hoping too, lit £he same time, that the army, meeting with no re
sistllnce, will rest perfectly satisfied with their laurels, having penetrated 
to a given point south, thereby enabling them to tllrow their force first 
upon one and then on the other. 

With the majority of military commanders they might do this. 
But you have had too much experience in traveling light, and subsisting 

upon the country, to be caught by any such ruse. I hope my experience 
has not been thrown away. My directions, then, would be, if the enemy in 
)'our front show signs of joining Lee, follow him up to the full extent of 
your ability. I will prevent the concentration of Lee upon your front, if it 
is in the power of this army to do it. 

The Army of the Potomac looks well, lind, so far liS I can judge, officers 
and men feel well. Yours truly, 

U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant- General. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF TITE MISSISSIPPI, t 
N ASHVILLE, TENNESSEE, Aplvil 24, 1864. f 

Lieutenant-General GRANT, commanding Armies of the United States, 
Culpepper, Vi1·ginia. 

GENERAL: I now have, at the hands of Colonel Comstock, of yom staff, 
the letter of April 19th, and am as far prepared to assume the offensive as 
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possible. I only ask as much time as you think proper, to enable me to get 
up McPherson's two divisions from Cairo. Their furloughs will expire 
about this time, and some of them should now be in motion for Clifton, 
whence they will 111arch to Decatur, to join General Dodge. 

McPherson is ordered to assemble the Fifteenth Corps ncar Larkin's, 
and to get the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Corps (Dodge and Blair) at 
Decatur at tho earliest possible moment. From these two points he will 
direct his forces on Lebanon, Summerville, and Lafayette, where he will act 
against Johnston, if he accept battle at Dalton; or move in the direction of 
Rome, if the enemy give up Dalton, and fall behind the Oostenaula or 
Etowah. I see that there is some risk in dividing our forces, but Thomas 
and Schofield will have strength enough to cover all the valleys as far as 
Dalton; and, should Johnston turn his whole force against ~IcPherson, the 
latter will have his bridge at Larkin's, and the route to Chattanooga via 
Wills's Valley and the Chattanooga Creek, open for retreat; and if J ~hnston 
attempt to leave Dalton, Thomas will have force enough to push on through 
Dalton to Kingston, which will checkmate him. :My own opinion is that 
Johnston will be compelled to hang to his railroad, the only possible avenue 
of supply to his army, estimated at from forty-five to sixty thousand men. 

At Lafayette all our armies will be together, and if Johnston stands at 
Dalton we must attack him in position. Thomas feels certain that he has 
no material increase of force, and that he has not sent away Hardee, or any 
part of his army. Supplies are the great question. I llave materially 
increased the number of cars daily. When I got here, the average was 
from sixty-five to eighty per day. Yesterday the report was one hundred 
and ninety-three; to-day, one hundred and thirty-four; and my estimate is 
that one hundred and forty-five cars per day will give us a day's supply and 
a day's accumulation. 

McPherson is ordered to carry in wagons twenty day's rations, and to 
rely on the depot at Ringgold for the renewal of his bread. Beeves are 
now being driven on the hoof to the front; and the commissary, Colonel 
Beckwith, seems fully alive to the importance of the whole matter. 

Our weakest point will be from the direction of Decatur, and I will be 
forced to risk something from that quarter, depending ou the fact that the 
enemy has no force available with which to threaten our communications 
from that direction. 

Colonel Comstock will explain to you personally much that I cannot 
commit to paper. I am, with great respect, 

W. T. S~EIm.u" M..1jor-General. 

On. the 28th of April I removed my headquarters to Chat
tanooga, and prepared for taking the field in person. General 
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Grant had £rst indicated the 30th of April as the day for the 
simultaneous advance, but subsequently changed the day to May 
5th. McPherson's troops were brought forward rapidly to 
Chattanooga, partly by rail and partly by marching. Thomas's 
troops were already in position (his advance being out as 
far as Ringgold-eighteen miles), and Scho£eld was marching 
clown by Cleveland to Red Clay and Catoosa Springs. On the 
4th of :May, Thomas was in. person at Ringgold, his left at Ca
toosa, and his right at Leet's Tan-yard. Scho£eld was at I{ed 
Clay, closing upon Thomas's left; and McPherson was moving 
rapidly into Chattanooga, and out toward Gordon's Mill. 

On the 5th I rode out to Ringgold, and on the very day ap
pointed by General Grant from his headquarters in Virginia the 
great campaign was begun. To give all the minute details will 
involve more than is contemplated, and I will endeavor only to 
trace the principal events, or rather to rccord such as weighed 
heaviest on my own mind at tue time, and which now remain 
best £xed in my memory. 

My general headquarteTs ahd official records remained back 
at Nashville, and I had near me only my personal staff and in
spectors-general, with about half a dozen wagons, and a single 
company of Ohio sharp-shooters (commanded by Lieutenant 
:McCrory) as headquarters or camp guard. I also had a small 
company of irregular Alabama cavalry (commanded by Lieu
tenant Snelling), used mostly as orderlies and comiers. No 
wall-tents were allowed, only the flies. Our mess establishment 
was less in bulk than that of any of the brigade commanders; 
nor was this from an indifference to the ordinary comforts of 
life, but because I wanted to set the example, and gradually to 
convert all parts of that army into a mobile machine, willing 
and able to start at a minute's notice, and to subsist on the 
scantiest food. To reap absolute success might involve the 
necessity even of dropping all wagons, and to subsist on the 
chance food which the c01mtry was known to contain. I had 
obtained not only the United States census-tables of 1860, but 
a compilation made by the Controller of the State of Georgia 
for the purpose of taxation, containing in considerable detail 
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the" population and statistics" of every county in Georgia. 
One of my aides (Oaptain Dayton) acted as assistant adjutant
general, with an order-book, letter-book, and writing-paper, that 
filled a small chest not much larger than an ordinary candle-box. 
The only reports and returns called for were the ordinary tri
monthly returns of "effective strength." As these accumulated 
they were sent back to Nashville, and afterward were embraced 
in the archives of the Military Division of the JHis~issippi, 

changed in 1865 to the Military Division of the ~fissouri, and I 
suppose they were burned in the Ohicago fire of 1870. Still, 
duplicates remain of aU essential papers in the archives of the 
War Department. 

The 6th of May was given to Schofield and McPherson to 
get into position, and on the 7th General Thomas moved in 
force agflinst Tunnel Hill, driving off a mere picket-guard of the 
enemy, and I was agreeably surprised to find that no damage had 
been done to the tunnel or the railroad. From Tunnel Hill I 
could look into the gorge by which the railroad passed through 
a straight and well-defined range of mountains, presenting sharp 
palisade faces, and known as "Rocky Face." The gorge itself 
was called the "Buzzard Roost." We could plainly see the 
enemy in this gorge and behind it, and Mill Oreek which formed 
the gorge, flowing toward Dalton, had been dammed np, making 
a sort of irregular lake, fining the road, thereby obstructing it, 
and the enemy's batteries crowned the cliffs on either side. The 
position was very strong, and I knew that such a general as was 
my antagonist (Jos. Johnston), who had been there six months, 
had fortified it to the maximum. Therefore I had no intention 
to attack the position seriously in front, but depended on Mc
Pherson to capture and hold the railroad to its rear, which 
would force Johnston to detach largely against him, or rather, as 
I expected, to evacuate his position at Dalton altogether. My 
orders to Generals Thomas and Schofield were merely to press 
strongly at all points in front, ready to rush in on the first ap
pearance of " let go," and, if possible, to catch our enemy in the 
confusion of retreat. 

All the movements of the 7th and 8th were made exactly as 
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ordered, and the enemy seemed quiescent, acting purely on the 
defensive. 

I had constant communication with all parts of the army, and 
on the 9th McPherson's head of column entered and passed 
through Snake Oreek, peIfectly undefended, and accomplished a 
complete slU-prise to the enemy. A.t its farther deboucM he 
met a cavalry brigade, easily driven, which retreated hastily 
north toward Dalton, and doubtless carried to Johnston the first 
serious intimation that a heavy force of infantry and artillery 
was to his rear and within a few miles of his raill'Oad. I got a 
short note from McPherson that day (written at 2 P. ~I., when 
he was within a mile and a half of the Tailroad, above and near 
Resaca), and we all felt jubilant. I renewed orders to Thomas 
and Schofield to be ready for the instant pmsuit of what I ex
pected to be a broken and disordered army, forced to r"J;reat by 
roads to the east of Resaca, which were known to be very rough 
and impracticable. 

That night I received further notice fTom McPherson that 
he had found Resaca too strong for a smprise; that in conse· 
quence he had fallen back three miles to the mouth of Snake· 
Oreek Gap, and was there fortified. I wrote him the next day 
the following letters, copics of which are in my letter-book; but 
his to me were mere notes in pencil, not retained: 

HEADQUAJ1TERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSI~SIPPI, t 
IN THE FlELD, 'l'UNNEL HILL, GEORGL\, May 11, 1864-Marninfl. f 

Majar-General :MOPIIERSON, commanding Army of t7~e Tennessee, Sugar ) 
Valley, Georgia. 

GENERAL: I received by courier (in the night,) yours of 5 and 6.30 P. M. 

of yesterday. 
You now have your twenty-three thousand men, and General Hooker is 

in closo support, so that you can hold all of Jos. Johnston's army in check 
should he abandon Dalton. He cannot afford to abandon Dalton, for he 
has fixed it up on purpose to receive us, and he observes tllat we are close 
at hand, waiting for him to quit. He cannot afford a detachment strong 
enough to fight you, as his firmy will not admit of it. 

Strengthen YOUI' position; fight any thing that comes; and threaten the 
safety of the railroau all tJle time. TIut, to tell t11e truth, I would rather 
the enemy woulu stay in Dalton two more days, when he may find in his 

20 
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rear n larger party than be expects in an open field. At all events, we can 
then choose our own ground, and he will be forced to move out of his works. 
I do not intend to put n column into Buzzard Roost-Gap at present. 

See that you are in easy communication with me and with . all head
quarters. After. to-day the supplies will be at Ringgold. Yours, 

W. T. SHERMAN, .J[ajor- General cornrnandinfl. 

HEADQUARTERS MiLITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI, l 
b THE FIELD, TU~~'EL HILL, GEORGIA, Mal! ll, 1864,-Bvening. f 

General MOPIIERSON, Sugar Valley. 
GENERAL: The indications are that Johnston is evacuating Dalton. In 

that event, Howard's corps and the cavalry will pursue i aU the rest will 
follow your route. I will be down early in the morning. 

Try to strike him if possible'about the forks of the road. 
Hooker must be with you now, and you may send General Garrard by 

Summerville to threaten Rome anel that flank. I will cause all the lines to 
be felt at once. 

W. T. SHEm.lAN, Major-General cornrnanding. 

McPherson had startled Johnston in his fancied security, but 
had not done the full measure of his work. He had in hand 
twenty-three thousand of the best men of the army, and could 
have walked into Resaca (then held only by a small brigade), 
or he could have placed his whole force astride the railroad 
above Resaca, and there have easily withstood the attack of all 
of Johnston's army, with the knowledge that Thomas and Scho
field were on his heels. Had he· done so, I am certain that 
Johnston would not have ventured to attack him in position, 
but would have retreated eastward by Spring Plaile, and we 
should have captured half his army and all his artillery and 
wagons at the very beginning of the campaign. 

Such an opportlmity does not occur twice in a single life,but 
at the critical moment :McPherson seems to have been a little 
timid. Still, he was perfectly justified by his orders, and fell 
back and assumed an unassailable defensive position in Sugar 
Valley, on the Resaca side of Snake-Creek Gap. As soon as 
informed of this, I determined to pass the whole army through 
Snake-Creek Gap, and to move on Resaca with the main army. 

But during the 10th, the enemy showed no signs of evacu
ating Dalton, and I was waiting for the arrival of Garrard's and 
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Stoneman's caYalry, known to be near at hand, EO as to secure 
the full advantages of victory, of which I felt certain. Hooker's 
Twentieth Corps was at once moved down to within easy sup
porting distance of McPherson; and on the 11th, perceiving 
signs of evacuation of Dalton, I gave all the orders for the gen
eral moyement, leaving the Fourth Corps (Howard) and Stone
man's cavalry in observation in front of Buzzard-Roost Gap, 
and directing all the rest of the army to march through Snake
Creek Gap, straight on Resaca. The roads were only such as 
the country afforded, mere rough wagon-ways, and these con
verged to the single narrow track through Snake-Creek Gap; 
but during the 12th and 13th the bulk of Thomas's and Scho
field's armies were got through, and deployed against Resaca, 
::McPherson on the right, Thomas in the centre, and Schofield 
on the left. Johnston, as I anticipated, had abandoned all 
his well-prepared defenses at Dalton, and was found inside of 
Resaca with the bulk of his army, holding his divisions well 
in hand, acting purely on the defensive, and fighting well at 
all points of conflict. A complete line of intrenchments was 
found covering the place, and this was strongly manned at all 
points. On the 14th we closed in, enveloping the town on its 
north and west, and during the 15th we had a day of continnal 
battle and skirmish. At the same time I caused two pontoon
bridges to be laid across the Oostenaula River at Lay's Ferry, 
about three miles below the town, by which we could threaten 
Oalhoun, a station on the railroad seven miles below Uesaca. 
At the same time, May 14th, I dispatched General Garrard, 
with his c<walry division, down the Oostenaula by the Rome 
road, with orders to cross oYer, if possible, and to attack or 
threaten the railroad at any point below· Calhoun and above 
Kingston. 

During the 15th, without attempting to assault the fortified 
works, we pressed at all points, and the sound of cannon and 
musketry rose all day to the dignity of a battle. Toward even
ing McPherson moved his whole line of battle forward, till 
he had gained a ridge overlooking the town, from which his 
field-artillery could reach the railroad-bridge across the Ooste



36 ATLANTA CAMPAIGN. [1864. 

naula. The enemy made several attempts to drive him away, 
repeating the sallies several times, and extending them into tl:w 
night; but in every instance he was repulsed with bloody loss. 

Hooker's corps had also some heavy and handsome fighting 
that afternoon and night on the left, where the Dalton road 
entered the intrenchments, capturing a four-gun intrenched 
battery, with its men and guns; and generally an our men 
showed the finest fighting qualities. 

Howard's corps had followed Johnston down from Dalton, 
and was in line; Stoneman's division of cavalry had also got 
up, and was on the extreme left, beyond the Oostenaula. 

On the night of :May 15th Johnston got his army across 
the bridges, set them on fire, and we entered Resaca at day
light. Our loss up to that time was about six hundred dead 
and thirty-three hundred and seventy-five wounded-mostly 
light wounds that did not necessitate sending the meli to the 
rear for treatment. That Johnston had deliberately designed 
in advance to give up such strong positions as Dulton and Re
saca, for the purpose of drawing us farther south, is simply 
absurd. Had be remained in Dalton another hour, it would 
have been his total defeat, and he only evacuated Resaca be
cause his safety demanded it. The movement by us through 
Snake-Creek Gap was a total slU1wise to him. :My army about 
doubled his in size, but he had aU the advantages of natural 
positions, of artificial forts and roads, and of concentrated action. 
vVe were compelled to grope our way through forests, across 
mountains, with a large army, necessarily more or less dispersed. 
Of course, I was disappointed not to have crippled his army 
more at that particular stage of the game; but, as it resulted, 
these rapid successes gave us the initiative, and the usual im
pulse of a conquering army. 

Johnston having retreated in the night of }Iay 15th, imme
diate pmsuit was begun. A division of infantry (Jeff. C. Davis ) 
\Vas at once dispatched down the valley toward Rome, to sup
port Garrard's cavalry, and the whole army was oretel'ed to 
pursue, :McPherson by Lay's Ferry, on the right, Thomas di
rectl.y by the railroad, and Schofield by the left, bv the old 
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battery, with its men and guns; and generally all our men 
showed the finest fighting qualities. 

Howard's corps had foUowed Johnston down from Dalton, 
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up, and was on the extreme left, beyond the Oostenaula. 

On the night of May 15th Johnston got his army across 
the bridges, set them on fire, and we entered Resaca at day
light. Our loss up to that time was about six hundred dead 
and thirty-three hundred and seventy-five wounded-mostly 
light wounds that did not necessitate sending the mell to the 
rear for treatment. That Johnston had deliberately designed 
in advance to give up such strong positions as Dalton and Re
saca, for the purpose of drawing us farther south, is simply 
absurd. Had he remained in Dalton another hour, it would 
have been his total defeat, and he only evacuated Resaca be
cause his safety demanded it. The movement by us through 
Snake-Oreek Gap was a total surprise to him. My army about 
doubled his in size, but he had all the advantages of natural 
positions, of artificial forts ana roads, and of concentrated action. 
,Ve were compelled to grope our way through forests, across 
mountains, with a large army, necessarily more or less dispersed. 
Of course, I was disappointed not to have crippled his army 
more at that particular stage of the game; but, as it resulted, 
these rapid successes gave us the initiative, and the usual im
pulse of a conquering army. 

Johnston having retreated in the night of May 15th, imme
diate pursuit was begun. A division of infantry (Jeff. O. Davis's) 
was at once dispatched down the valley toward Rome, to sup
port Garrard's cavalry, and the \Yhole an11Y was ordered to 
pursue, lIIcPherson by Lay's Ferry, on the right, Thomas di· 
rectly by the railroad, and Schofield by the left, by the old 
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road that crossed the Oostenaula above Echota or Newtown. 
We hastily repaired the railroad-bridge at Resaca, which had 
been partially burned, and built a temporary floating-bridge out 
of timber and materials found on the spot; so that Thomas got 
his advance corps over during' the 16th, and marched as far 
as Calhoun, ,vhere he camc into communication with ]'l{cPher
son's troops, which had crossed the Oostenaula at Lay's Ferry 
by om pontoon-bridges, previously laid. Inasmuch as the 
bridge at Resaca was ovcrtaxed, Hooker's Twentieth Co'rps 
was also diverted to cross by the fords and ferries above Resaca, 
in the neighborhood of Echota. 

On the 17th, toward evening, the hC<'Ld of Thomas's column, 
N ewton's division, encountered the rear-guard of Johnston's 
army neal' Adairsville. I was near the head of column at the 
time, trying to get a view of the position of the enemy from 
an elevation in an open field. My party attracted the fire of a 
battery; a shell passed through the group of staff-officers and 
burst just beyond, which SC<'Lttered us promptly. The next 
morning the enemy had disappeared, and our pursuit was con
tjnued to Kingston, which we reached during Sunday forenoon, 
the 19th. 

From Resaca the railroad runs nearly due south, but at 
Kingston it makes junction with another railroad from Rome, 
and changes direction due east. At that time McPherson's head 
of column was about four miles to the west of Kingston, at a 
country place called" Woodlawn;" Schofield and Hooker were 
on the direct roads leading from N ewtoW11 to Cassville, diagonal 
to the route followed by Thomas. Thomas's head of column, 
which had followed the country roads alongside of the railroad, 
was about four miles east of Kingston, toward Cassville, when 
about noon I got a message from him that he had found the 
enemy, drawn up in line of battle, on some extensive, open 
ground, about half-way between Kingston and Cassville, and 
that appearances indicated a willingness and preparation for 
battle. 

Hurriedly sending orders to JJIcPherson to resnme the march, 
to hasten forward by roads leading to the south of Kinp;ston. 
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so as to leave for Thomas's troops and trains the use of the main 
road, and to come up on his right, I rode forward rapidly, over 
some rough gravel hills, and about six miles from Kingston 
found General Thomas, with his troops deployed; but he re
ported that the enemy had fallen back in echelon of divisions, 
steadily and in superb order, into Cassville. I knew that the 
roads by which Generals Hooker and Schofield were approach. 
ing would lead them to a seminary near Cassville, and that it 
was all-important to secure the point of junction of these roads 
with the main road along which we were marching. Therefore 
I ordered General Thomas to push forward his deployed lines ,as 
rapidly as possible; and, as night was approaching, I ordered 
two field-batteries to close up at a gallop on some woods which 
lay between us and the town of Cassville. ,Ve could not see 
the town by reason of these woods, but a high range of hills 
just back of the town was visible over the tree-tops. On these 
hills could be seen fresh-made parapets, and the movements of 
men, against whom I directed the artillery to fire at long range. 
The stout resistance made by the enemy along our whole front of 
a couple of miles indicated a purpose to fight at Cassville; and, 
as the night was closing in, General Thomas and I were togethei·, 
along with our skirmish-lines near the seminary, on the edge of 
the town, where musket-bullets from the enemy were cutting the 
leaves of the trees pretty thicldy about us. Either Thomas or I 
l'emarked that that was not the place for the two senior officers of 
a great army, and we personally went back to the battery, where 
we passed the mght on the ground. During the night I had 
l'eports from ]'yIcPherson, Hooker, and Schofield. The former 
was about five miles to my right rear, near the "nitre-caves;" 
Schofield was about six miles north, and Hooker between us, 
within two miles. All were ordered to close down on Cass
ville at daylight, and to attack the enemy wherever found. 
Skirmishing was kept up all night, bnt when day broke the next 
morning, ]'yIay 20th, the enemy was gone, and our cavalry was 
sent in pursuit. These reported him beyond the Etowah River. 
We were then well in advance of our railroad-trains, on which 
we depended for supplies; so I determined to pause a few days 



1864.] ATLANTA C~\MPAIGN. 39 

to repair the railroad, which had been damaged but little, except 
at the bridge at Resaca, and then to go on. 

N early all the people of the conntry seemed to have fled 
with Johnston's army; yet some few families remaineu, and 
from one of them I procnred the copy of an order which J ohn
ston had made at Adairsville, in which he recited that he bad 
retreated as far as strategy required, and that his army must be 
prepared for battle at Oassville. The newspapers of· the South, 
many of which we founu, were also loud in denunciation of 
J olmston's falling back before us without a serious battle, simply 
resisting by his skirmish-lines a~d by his rear-guard. But hiE 
friends proclaimed that it was all sflrategio j that he was delib
erately drawing us farther and farther into the meshes, farther and 
farther away from om base of supplies, and that in due season he 
would not only halt for battle, but assume the bold offcnsive. 
Of cour"e it was to my interest to bring him to battle as soon as 
possible, when our numerical superiority was at the grcatest; for 
he was picking up his detachments as he fell back, whereas I 
was compelled to make similar and stronger detachments to 
repair the railroads as we advanced, and to guard them. I found 
at Oassville many evidences of preparation for a grand battle, 
among them a long line of fresh intrenchments on the hill be
yond the town, extending nearly three miles to the south, em
bracing the railroad-crossing. I was also convinced that the 
whole of Polk's corps had joined Johnston from ~nssissippi, 

and that he had in hand three full corps, viz., Hood's, Polk's, 
and Hardee's, numbering about sixty thousand men, and could 
not then imagine why he had declined battle, and did not learn 
the real reason till after the war was over, and then from Gen
eral Johnston himself. 

In the autumn of 1865, when in command of the ~1ilita
ry Division of the Missouri, I went from St. Louis to Little 
Rock, Arkansas, and afterward to Memphis. Taking a steamer 
for Oairo, I found as fellow-passengers Generals J olmston and 
Frank Blair. ,Ve were, of course, on the most friendly terms, 
and on our way up we t:'llked over our battles again, pbyed 
cards, and questioned each other as to particular parts of our 
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mutual conduct in the game of war. I told Johnston that I 
had seen his order of preparation, in the nature of an address 
to his army, announcing his pUl1)ose to retreat no more, but to 
accept battle at Cassville. He answered that such was his pur
pose; that he had left Hardee's corps in the open fields to check 
Thomas, and gain time for his formation on the ridge, just be
hind Cassville; and it was this corps which General Thomas 
had seen deployed, and. whose handsome movement in retreat 
he had reported in such complimentary terms. Johnston de
scribed how he had placed Hood's, corps on the right, Polk's 
in the centre, and Hardee's &. the left. He said he had 
ridden oyer the ground, gi.yen to each corps commander his posi
tion, and orders to throw up parapets during the night; that he 
was wi.th Hardee on his extreme left as the night closed in, and 
as Hardee's troops fell back to the position assigned them for the 
intended battle of the llext day; and that, after giYing Hardee 
.some general instructions, he and his staff rode back to Cassville. 
As he entered the town, or village, he met Generals Hood and 
Polk. Hood inquired of him if he had had any thing to eat, 
and he said no, that he was both hungry and tired, when Hood 
invited him to go and share a supper which had been prepared 
for him at a house close by. At the supper they discussed the 
chances of the impending battle, when Hood spoke of the grouud 
assigned him as being enfiladed by our (Union) artillery, which 
Johnston disputed, when General Polk chimed in with the re
mark that General Hood was right; that the cannon-shots fired 
by us at nightfall had enfiladed their general line of battle, and 
that for this reason he feared they could not hold their men. 
General Johnston was smprised at this, for he unclerstood Gen
eral Hood to be one of those who professed to criticise his strat
egy, contending that, instead of retreating, he should have risked 
a battle. General Johnston said he was provoked, accused them 
of having been in conference, with being beaten before battle, 
and added that he was unwilling to engage in a critical battle 
with an army so superior to his own in numbers, with two of 
his three corps commanders dissatisfied with the ground and 
positions assigned them. He then and there made up his mind 
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to retreat still farther south, to put the Etowah River and the 
Allatoona range between us; and he at once gave orders to re
sume the retrograde movement. 

This was my recollection of the substance of the conversa
tion, of which I made no note at the time; but, at a meeting of 
the Society of the Army of the Cumberland some years after, at 
Cleveland, Ohio, about 1868, in a short after-dinner speech, I 
related this conversation, and it got into print. Subsequently, 
in the spring of 1870, when I was at New Orleans, en route for 
Texas, General Hood called to see me at the St. Charles IIotel, 
explained that he had seen my speech reprinted in the news
papers and gave me his version of the same event, describ· 
ing the halt at Cassville, the general orders for battle on that 
ground, and the meeting at supper with Generals Johnston 
and Polk, when the chances of the battle to be fought the next 
day were freely and fully discussed; and he stated that he had 
argued against fighting the battle purely on the defensive, but 
had asked General Johnston to permit him with his own 
corps and part of Polk's to quit their lines, and to march rapidly 
to attack and overwhelm Schofield, who was knmvn to be sepa
rated from Thomas by an interval of nearly five miles, claiming 
that he could have defeated Schofield, and got back to his posi
tion in time to meet General Thomas's attack in front. He also 
stated that he had then contended with Johnston for the" o:ffen
sive-defensive" game, instead of the "pure defensive," as pro
posed by General J olmston; and he said that it was at this 
time that General Johnston had taken offense, and that it was 
for this reason he had ordered the retreat that night. As sub
sequent events estranged these two officers, it is very natmal 
they should now differ on this point; but it was sufficient for us 
that the rebel army did retreat that night, leaving us masters 
of all the country above the Etowah River. 

For the purposes of rest, to give time for the repair of 
the railroads, and to replenish supplies, we hly by some few 
days in that quarter-Schofield with Stoneman's cavalry hold
ing the ground at Cassville Depot, Cartersville, and the Etowah 
Bridge; Thomas holding his ground near Cassville, and }rIc
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Pherson that near Kingston. The officer intrusted with the 
repair of the railroads was Colonel VV. ,V. Wright, a railroad· 
engineer, who, with about two thousand men, was so industrious 
and skillful that the bridge at Resaca was rebuilt in three days, 
and cars loaded with stores c.'tnie forward to Kingston on the 
24th. The· telegraph also brought us the news of the bloody 
and desperate battles of the ,Vilderness, in Virginia, and that 
Generel Grant was pushing his opel'ations against Lee with ter
rific energy. I was therefore resolved to give my enemy no 
rest. 

In early days (1844), when a lieutenant of the Third Artil
lery, I had been sent from Chm'leston, South Carolina, to Ma
rietta., Georgia, to assist Inspector-General Churchill to take tes
timony concerning certain losses of horses and accoutrements 
by the Georgia VoItmteers during the Florida ,Val'; and after 
completing the work at Marietta we transferred om party over 
to Bellefonte, Alabama. I had ridden the distance on horse
back, and had noted well the topography of the country, es
pecially that about Kenesaw, Allatoona, and the Etowah River. 
On that occasion I had stopped some days with a Colonel Tum
lin, to see some remarkable Indian mounds on the Etowah 
River, usually called the" Hightower." I therefore knew that 
the Allatoona Pass was very strong, would be hard to force, and 
resolved not even to attempt it, but to turn the position, by 
moving from Kingston to :Marietta V'[,Cb Dallas; accordingly I 
made orders on the 20th to get ready for the march to begin 011 

the 23d. The Army of the Cumberland was ordered to march 
for Dallas, by Enharlee and Stilesboro'; Davis's division, then 
in Rome, by Van vVert; the Army of the Ohio to keep on the 
left of Thomas, by a place called Burnt Hickory; and the 
Army of the Tennessee to march fDT a position a little to the 
south, so as to be on the right of the general army, when 
grouped about Dallas. 

The movement contemplated leaving our railroad, and to de
pend for twenty days on the contents of our wagons; and as 
the country was very obscure, mostly in a state of nature, dense
ly wooded, and with few roads, om movements were necessarily 
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slow. We crossed the Etowah by several bridges and fords, 
and took as many roads as possible, keeping up communication 
by cross-roads, or by couriers through the woods. I personally 
joined General Thomas, who had the centre, and was conse
quently the main column, or" column of direction." The several 
eolumns followed generally the valley of the Euharlee, a tribu
tary coming into the Etowah from the south, and gradually 
crossed over a ridge of mountains, parts of which had once been 
worked over for gold, and were consequently full of paths and 

.unused w.agon-roads or tracks. A cavalry picket of the enemy 
at Burnt Hickory was captured, and had on his person an or
der from General Johnston, dated at Allatoona, which showed 
that he had detected my purpose of turning his position, and 
it accordingly became necessary to use great caution, lest some 
of the minor columns should faU into ambush, but, luckily the 
enemy was not much more familiar with that part of the coun
try than we were. On the other side of the Allatoona range, 
the Pumpkin-Vine Creek, also a tributary of the Etowah, flowed 
north and west; Dallas, the point aimed at, was a small town 
on the other or east side of this creek, and was the point of 
concentration of a great many roads that led in every direc
tion. Its possession would be a threat to Marietta and At
lanta, but I could not then ventme to attempt either, till I 
had regained the use of the railroad, at least as far down as its 
d6boucA6 from the Allatoona range of mountains. Therefore, 
the movement was chiefly designed to compel Johnston to give 
up Allatoona. 

On the 25th all the columns were moving steadily on Dallas 
-:McPherson and Davis away off to the right, near Van Wert; 
'1'homas on the main road in the centre, with Hooker's Twen
tieth Corps ahead, toward Dallas; and Schofield to the left rear. 
For the convenience of march, Hooker had his three divisions 
on separate roads, all leading toward Dallas, when, in the after
noon, a.s he approadled a bridge across Pumpkin-Vine Creek, 
he found it held by a cavalry force, which ·was dri':en off, 
but the bridge was on fire. This fire was extinguished, and 
Hooker's leading division (Geary's) followed. the retreatipg 
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cavalry on a road leading due east toward Marietta, instead 
of Dallas. This leading division, about four miles out from 
the bridge, struck a heavy infantry force, which was moy
ing down from Allatoona toward Dallas, and a sharp battle en
sued. I came up in person soon after, and. as my map showed 
that we were near an important cross-road called" New liope," 
from a Methodist meeting-house there of that name, I ordered 
Genera.! Hooker to secure it if possible that night. lie asked 
for a short delay, till he could bring up his other two divisions, 
viz., of Butterfield and Williams, but before these divisions 
had got up and were deployed, the enemy had also gained corre
sponding strength. The woods were so dense, and the resist· 
ance so spirited, that Hooker could not carry the position, 
though the battle was noisy, and prolonged far into the night. 
This point, "New Hope," was the accidental intersection of the 
road leading from Albtoona to Dallas with that from Van 
Vi[ert to Marietta, was fom miles northeast of Dallas, and from 
the bloody fighting there for the next week was called by the 
soldiers" liell-Hole." 

The night was pitch-dark, it rained hard, and the conver
gence of our columns toward Dallas produced much confu
sion. I am sure similar confusion existed in the army op
posed to us, for we were all mixed up. I slept on the ground, 
without coYer, alongside of a log, got little sleep, resolYed at 
daylight to renew the battle, and to make a lodgment on the 
Dallas and AHatoona road if possible, but the morning revealed 
a strong line of intrenchments facing us, with a heavy force of 
infantry and gtllS. The battle was renewed, and without· suc
cess. McPherson reached Dallas. that morning, viz., the 26th, 
and deployed his troops to the southeast and east of the tOWIl, 
placing Davis's division of the Fourteenth Corps, which had 
joined him OIl the road from Rome, on his left; but this still 
left a gap of at least three miles between Davis and Hooker. 
Meantime, also, General Schofield was closing up on Thomas'e 
left. 

SatIsfied that Johnston in person was at New Hope with 
all his anny, and that it was so much nearer my "objective," 
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the railroad, than Dallas, I concluded to draw McPherson from 
Dallas to Hooker's right, and gave orders accordingly; but 
McPherson also was confronted with a heavy force, and, as he 
began to withdraw according to his orders, on the morning of 
the 28th he was fi.ercely assailed on his right; a bloody battle 
ensued, in which he repulsed the attack, inflicting heavy loss 
on his assailants, and it was not until the 1st of June that 
he was enabled to withdraw from Dallas, and to effect a close 
junction with Hooker in front of New Hope. Meantime 
Thomas and Schofield were completing their deployments, 
gradually overlapping Johnston on his right, and tbus extend
ing our left nearer and nearer to the railroad, the nearest point 
of which was Acworth, about eight miles distant. All tIllS time 
a continual battle was in progress by strong skirmish-lines, 
taking advantage of every species of cover, and both parties 
fortifying each night by rifle-trenches, with head-logs, many of 
which grew to be as formidable as first-class works of defen.se. 
Occasionally one party or the other would make a dash in the 
nature of a sally, but usually it snstained a repulse with great 
loss of life. I visited personally all parts of our lines nearly 
every day, was constantly within 'mnsket-range, and though the 
fire of musketry and cannon resounded day and night along 
the whole line, varying from six to ten miles, I rarely saw a 
dozen of the enemy at anyone time; and these were always 
skirmishers dodging from tree to tree, or behind logs on the 
ground, or who occasionally showed their heads above the hastily
constructed but remarlmbly strong rifle-trenches. On the oc
casion of my visit to :McPherson on the 30th of May, while 
standing with a group of officers, among whom were Generals 
1'llcPherson, Logan, Barry, and Oolonel Taylor, my former chief 
of artillery, a Minie-ball passed through Logan's coat-sleeve, 
scratching the skin, and struck Ool<;)11el Taylor square in the 
breast; luckily he had i.n his pocket a famous memorandum
book, in which he kept a sort of diary, about which we used 
to joke him a good deal; its thickness and size saved his life, 
breaking the force of the ban, so that after traversing tbe book 
it only penetrated the breast to tbe ribs, but it knocked hi.m 
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down and disabled him for the rest of the campaign. He was 
a most competent and worthy officer, and now lives in poverty 
in Ohicago, sustained in part by his own labor, and in part by a 
pitiful pension recently granted. 

On the 1st of June General :McPheTson closed in upon the 
right, and, without attempting further to carry the enemy's 
strong position at New Hope Ohurch, I held our general right 
in close contact with it, gradually, carefully, and steadily "Work
ing by the· left, until om' strong infantry-lines had reached 
and secured possession of all the wagon-roads between New 
Hope, Allatoona, and Acworth, when I dispatched Generals Gar
rard's and Stoneman's divisions of cavalry into Allatoona, the 
first around by the west end of the pass, and the latter by the 
direct road. Both reached their destination without opposi
tion, and orders were at once given to repair the railroad forward 
from Kingston to Allatoona, embracing the bridge across the 
Etowah River. Thus the real object of my move on Dallas was 
accomplished, and on the 4th of June I was preparing to draw 
off from New Hope Ohurch, and to take position on the rail
road in front of Allatoona, when, General Johnston himself 
having evacuated his position, we effected the change without 
further battle, and moved to the railroad, occupying it from 
Allatoona and Acworth forward to Big Shanty, in sight of the 
famous Kenesaw :Mountain. 

Thus, substantially in the month of :May, we had steadily 
driven our antagonist from the strong positions of Dalton, Re
saca,_ Oassville, Allatoona, and Dallas; had advanced our lines 
in strong, compact order from Ohattanooga to Big Shanty, nearly 
a hundred miles of as difficult country as was ever fought over 
by civilized armies; and thus stood prepared to go on, anxious 
to fight, and confident of success as soon as the railroad commn
nications were complete to bring forward the necessar.y sup
plies. It is now impossible to state accurately our loss of life 
and men in anyone separate battle; for the fighting was con
tinuous, almost daily, among trees and bushes, on ground where 
one could rarely see a hundred yards ahead. 

The aggregate loss in the several corps for the month of :May 
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is reported as follows in the usual monthly returns sent to the 
Adjutant-Geneml's office, which are, therefore, official: 

(JaBualtiea during the Month of MeVlj, 18134 (Major-General SIlERMAN com
manding). 

AllMY OF TilE CUMBERLAND (MAJOR-GENERAL 'I·1l0MAS). 

\Vounded. ToW.CORPS. Killed and l\lisaing. 

1,910 2,486 
Fourteenth (P.lmer) .... ..•••••.•..... 

~76Fourth (Row.rd) . 
656 802147 

8,568 
1------1------1------

Tot.! . 

OTl 2',997Tweutleth (!:looker) .. 

1,294 5,562 6,8M 

ARMY OF l'RE TE"NESSEE (MAJOR-GENERAL MCPIlERSON). 

CORPS. KlUed aud Milling. Total. 

Fifteenth gLog.ll) .. 122 024 746 
Sixteenth Dodge) . 94 430 024 
Seventeent (Blair) 1 (Not yet up.) 1 1 

Toto! ..•.................•••..•... 216 1,055 1,271 

ARMY OF TilE OIllO (~rAJOR-GENERAL SCllOFIELD). 

CORPS. Killed and Missing. Wounded. Tot:.l 

Twenty-third (Schofield).............. 226 7m 98.8 
C.v.lry.. .. .. .. • .. .. .. • .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. 127 62 189

------1-----
1,172Total. . 858 819 

Gl'.nd .ggreg.tel . 1,868 7,436 9,299 

General Joseph E. Johnston, in his " Narra tive of his Mili
tary Operations," just published (March 27, 18'74), gives the 
effective strength of his army at and about Dalton on the 1st of 
May, 1864 (page 302), as follows: 

Infantry . 37,652 
Artiliery .•..........•..••.........••...........• 2,812 
Cllvalry ...........................•.•........... 2,392 

To.tnl. 42,856 
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During May, and prior to reaching Oassville, he was further 
reenforced (page 352) : 

Polk's corps of three divisions 12,000 
Martin's division of cavalry. . .. . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . 3,500 
Jackson's division of cavalry.. . . . . . . . . . . ..• . . . . . . .. 3,900 

And at New Hope Ohurch, :May 2Gth : 

Brigade of Quarles. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2,200' 

Grand total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 64,456 

His losse~ during the month of :May are stated by hiin, as 
taken from the report of Surgeon Foard (page 325) : 

FROM DALTO" TO O.l.SSVILLE. 

CORPS. Killed. Wounded.. Total. 

Hn.rdee's....•.................. 116 850 9660 •••••• 

Hood's ..... 238 l,5G4 1,847'0' .0 •••• 0 •••••••• 0.0 ••••• 

Polk's ................................ 46 t>20 575
 

Tota!. ............................ 445 2,943 8,338
 

AT NEW nOPE onuRorr (PAGE 335.) 

CORPS. Kjlled. \Vound.;:d. 'fotal.I 
Hard~e's .............................
 
Hood·s............................... 
Polk's ................................ 

Total............................. 

Total killed and wounded during May.. 

166 
103 

11 

276 

721 

879 
756 

94 

1,729 

4,612 

1,~g~ 
111 

2,OO~ 

5,393 

These figures include only tIle killed and wounded, whereas 
my statement of losses embraces the" missing," which al'e usu
ally" prisoners," and of these we captured, during the whole cam
p~O'll. of four and a half months, exactly i2,983, whose names, 
rank, and regiments, were officially reported to thl;l Oommissary
General of Prisoners; and assuming a due proportion for the 
month of May, viz., one-fourth, makes 3,245 to be added to the 
killed and wounded gi.ven above, making an aggregate loss in 

http:Hn.rdee's....�
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Johnston's army, from Dalton to New Hope, inclusive, of 8,638, 
against ours of 9,299. 

TMref?re General Johnston is greatly in error, in his. esti
mates on page 357, in stating our loss, as compared with his, at 
six or ten to one. 

r always estimated my force at about double his, and could 
afford to lose two to one without disturbing our relative pro
portion; but r also reckoned that, in the natural strength of the 
conntry, in the aburidance of mountains, streams, and forests, 
he had a fair offset to our numerical superiority, and therefore 
endeavored to act with reasonable caution while moving on the 
vigorous" offensive." 

With the drawn battle of New Hope Church, and our occu
pation of the natural fortress of Allatoona, terminated the month 
of May, and the first stage of the campaign. 

30 



OHAPTER XVI. 

A.TLANTA CA~fPAIGN-BATTLES .A1l0UT KENESAW lIWUNTAIN. 

JUNE, 1864. 

ON the 1st of June om' three armies were well in hand, in 
the broken and densely-wooded country fronting the enemy in
trenched at New Rope Ohurch, about five miles north of Dal
las. General Stoneman's division of cavalry had occupied Alia
toona., on the railroad, and General Garrard's division was at the 
western end of the pass, about Stilesboro'. Oolonel W. W. 
Wright, of the Engineers, was busily employed in repairing the 
railroad and rebuilding the bridge across the Etowah (or High
tower) River, which had been destroyed by the enemy Oll his 
retreat; and the armies were engaged in a general and constant 
skirmish along a front of about six miles-McPherson the right, 
Thomas the centre, and Schofield on the left. By gradually 
covering our front with parapet, and extending to the left, we 
approached the railroad toward Acworth and overlapped the 
enemy's right. By the 4th of June we had made such progress 
that Johnston evacuated his lines in the night, leaving us mas
ters of the situation, when I deliberately shifted :McPherson's 
army to the extreme left, at and in front of Aoworth, with 
Thomas's about two miles on his right, and Schofield's on his 
right-all facing east. Heavy rains set in about the 1st of June, 
making the roads infamous; but our marches were short, as we 
needed time for the repair of the railroad, so as to bring sup
plies forward to Allatoona Station. On the 6th I rode back to 
Aliatoona, seven miles, found it all that was expected, and gavo 
orders for its fortification and preparation as a " secondary base." 
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General Blair arrived at Acworth on the 8th with his two divi
sions of the Seventeenth Corps-the same which had been on 
veteran furlough-had come up from Cairo by way of Clifton, 
on the Tennessee River, and had followed our general route to 
Allatoona, where he had left a garrison of about fifteen hundred 
men. His effective strength, as reported, was nine thousand. • 

. These, with new regiments and furloughed men who had 
joined early in the month of May, equaled our losses from 
battle, sickness, and by detachments; so that the three ~rmies 

still aggregated about one hundred thousand effective men. 
On the 10th of June the whole combined army moved for

ward six miles, to "Big Shanty," a station on the railroad, whence 
we had a good view of the enemy's position, which embraced three 
prominent hills, known as Kenesaw, Pine Mountain, and Lost 
Mountain. On each of these hills the enemy had signal-stations 
and fresh lines of parapets. Heavy masses of infantry could be 
distinctly seen with the naked eye, and it was manifest that 
Johnston had chosen his ground well, and with deliberation had 
prepared for battle; but his line was at least ten miles in ex
tent-too long, in my judgment, to be held successfully by his 
force, then estimated at sixty thousand. As his position, how
ever, gave him a perfect view over our field, we had to pro
ceed with due caution. McPherson had the left, following 
the raih'oad, which curved aroillld the north base of Kenesaw; 
Thomas the centre, obliqued to the right, deploying below Ken
esaw and facing Pine Ifill; and Schofield, somewhat refu ed, 
was on the general right, looking south, toward Lost Mountain. 

On the 11th the Etowah bridge was done; the railroad was 
repaired up to OlD' very skirmish-line, close to the base of Kene
saw, and a loaded train of cars came to Big Shanty. The loco
motive, detached, was run forward to a water-tank within the 
range of the enemy's guns on Kenesaw, whence the enemy 
opened fire on the locomotive; but the engineer was not afraid, • 
went on to the tank, got water, and returned safely to his train, 
answering the guns with the screams of his engine, heightened 
by the cheers and shouts of OlD' men. 

The rains continued to pour, and made our developm nts 
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slow and dilatory, for there were no roads, and these had to 
be improvised by each division for its own snpply-train from 
the depot in Big Shanty to the camps. Meantime each army 
was deploying carefully before the enemy, intrenching every 

• camp, ready as against a sany. The enemy's cavalry was also 
busy in our rear, compelling us to detach cavalry all the way 
back as far as Resaca, and to strengthen all the infantry posta 
as far as Nashville. Besides, there was great danger, ll:lways 
in my mind, that Fonest would collect a heavy cavalry com
mand in :Mississippi, cross the Tennessee River, and break up 
our railroad below Nashville. In anticipation of this very dan
ger, I had sent General Sturgis to :Memphis to take command of 
all the cavalry in that quarter, to go out toward Pontotoc, en
gage Forrest and defeat him; but on the 14th of June I learned 
that General Sturgis had himself been defeated on the 10th of 
June, and had been dJivcn by Forrest back into :Memphis in 
considerable confusion. I expected that this would soon be fol
lowed by a general raid on all our roads in Tennessee. General 
A. J. Smith, with the two divisions of the Sixteenth and Seven
teenth Oorps which had been with Genal'al Banks up Red River, 
had returned from that ill-fated expedition, and had been ordered 
to General Oanbyat New Orleans, who was making a diversion 
about Mobile; but, on hearing of General Sturgis's defeat, I 
ordered General Smith to go out from Memphis and renew the 
offensive, so as to keep Forrest off our roads. This he did 
finally, defeating Forrest at Tupelo, on the 13th, 14th, and 15th 
days of J uly; and he so stirred up matters in North :Mississippi 
that Forrest could not leave for Tennessee. This, for a time, 
left me only the task of covering the roads a.gainst such minor 
detachments of cavalry as Johnston could spare from his imme
diate army, and I proposed to keep these too busy in their own 
defense to spare detachments. 

By the 14th the rain slackened, and we occupied a continu
ous line of ten miles, intrenched, conforming to the irregular 
position of the enemy, when I reconnoitred, with a view to 
make a break in their line between Kenesaw and Pine Moun
tain. When abreast of Pine :Mountain I noticed a rebel battery 
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on its crest, with a continuous line of fresh rifle-trench about 
half-way down the hill. Our skirmishers were at the time en
gaged in the woods about the base of this hill between the lines, 
and I estimated the distance to the battery on the crest at about 
eight hundred yards. Near it, in plain view, stood a group of 
the enemy, evidently observing us with glasses. General How
ard, commanding the Fourth Corps, was near by, and I called 
his attention to this group, and ordered him to compel it to 
keep behind its cover. He replied that his orders from Gen
eral Thomas were to spare artillery-ammunition. This was 
right, according to the general policy, but I explained to him 
that we must keep up the morale of a bold offensive, that he 
must use his artillery, force the enemy to remain on the timid 
defensive, and ordered him to cause a battery close by to fire 
three volleys. I continued to ride down our line, and soon 
heard, in quick succession, the three volleys. The next division 
in order was Geary's,and I gave him similar orders. General 
Polk, in my opinion, was killed by the second volley fired from 
the first battery referred to. 

In a conversation with General Johnston, after the war, he 
explained that on that day he had ridden in person from Ma
rietta to Pine Monntain, held by Bates's division, and was ac
companied by Generals Hm'de~ and Polk. When on Pine Moun
tain, reconnoitring, quite a group of soldiers, belonging to the 
battery close by, clustered about him. He noticed the prepara
tions of our battery to fire, and cautioned thes-e men to scatter. 
They did so, and he likewise hurried behind the parapet, from 
which he had an equally good view of our position; but General 
Polk, who was dignified and corpulent, walked back slowly, not 
wishing to appear too hurried or cautious in the presence of the 
men, and was struck across the breast by an unexploded shell, 
which killed him instantly. This is my memory of the con
versation, and it is confirmed by Johnston himself in his" Nar
rative," page 337, except that he calculated the distance vf our 
battery at six hundred ~yard8, and says that Polk was killed by 
the third shot; I know that our guns fired by volley, and be
lieve that he was hit by a shot of the second volley. It has 
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been asserted that I fired the gun which killed General Polk, 
and that I knew it was directed against that general. The fact 
is, at that distance we could not even tell that the group were 
officers at all; I was on horseback, a couple of hundred yards 
off, before my orders to fire were executed, 11ad no idea that our 
shot had taken effect, and continued my ride down along the 
11ne to Schofield's extreme flank, returning late in the evening 
to my headquarters at Dig Shanty, where I occupied an aban
doned house. In a cotton-field back of that house was oilr sig
nal-station, on the roof of an old gin-house. The signal-officer 
reported that by studying the enemy's signals he had learned the 
"key," and that he could read their signals. He explained to 
me that he had translated a signal about noon, from Pine Moun
tain to Marietta, "Send an ambulance for General Polk's 
body;" and later in the day another, "'Why don't you send 
an ambulance for General Polk? " 1"1'0111 this we inferred that 
General Polk had been killed, but how or where we knew not; 
and this inference was confirmed later in the same day by the 
report of some prisoners who had been captured. 

On the 15th we advanced our general lines, intending to 
attack at any weak point discovered between Kenesaw and 
Pine Mountain; but Pine Mountain was found to be abandoned, 
and Johnston had contracted his fi'ont somewhat, on a direct 
line, connecting Kenesaw with Lost Mountain. Thomas and 
Schofield thereby gained about two miles of most difficult 
country, and McPherson's left lapped well around the north 
end of Kenesaw. vVe captured a good many prisoners, among 
them a whole infantry regiment, the Fourteenth Alabama, three 
hundred and twenty strong. 

On the 16th the general movement was continue<l, when 
Lost Mountain was abandoned by the enemy. Our right nat
urally swung round, so as to threaten tIle railroad below },ra· 
rietta, but Johnston had still further contracted and strength
ened his lines, covering Marietta and all the roads below. 

On the 17th and 18th the rain again fell in torrents, mak· 
ing army movements impossible, but we devoted the time to 
strengthening our positions, more especially the left and centre, 
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with a view gradually to draw from the left to add to the right; 
and we had to hold our lines on the left extremely strong, to 
guard against a sally from Kenesaw against our depot at Big 
Shanty. Garrard's division of cavalry was kept busy on om 
left, McPherson had graduany extended to his right, enabling 
Thomas to do the same still farther; but the enemy's position 
was so very strong, and everywhere it was covered by intrencll
ments, that we found it as dangerous to assault as a permanent 
fort. We in lih manner covered our lines of battle by similar 
works, and even our skirmishers learned to covel' their bodies 
by the simplest and best forms of defensive works, such as rails 
or logs, piled in the form of a simple lunette, covered on the 
outside with earth thrown up at night. 

The enemy and ourselves used the same form of rifle-trench, 
varied according to the nature of the ground, viz. : the trees 
and bushes were cut away for a hundred yards or more in front, 
serving as an abatis or entanglement; the parapets varied from 
four to six feet high, the dirt taken from a ditch outside and 
from a covered way inside, and this parapet was surmounted by 
a "head-log," composed of the trunk of a tree from twelve to 
twenty inches at the butt, lying along the interior crest of the 
parapet and resting in notches cut in other trunks which ex
tended back, forming an inclined plane, in case the head-log 
should be knocked inward by a cannon-shot. The men of both 
armies became extremely skillful in the construction of these 
works, because each man realized their value and importance to 
himself, so that it required no orders for their construction. As 
soon as a regiment or brigade gained a position within easy dis
tance for a sally, it would set to work with a will, and would 
construct such a parapet in a single night; but I endeavored to 
spare the soldiers this hard labol' by authorizing each division 
commander to organize out of the freedmen who escaped to us 
a pioneer corps of two hundred men, who were fed out of the 
regular army supplies, and I promised them ten dollars a month, 
under an existing act of Congress. These pioneer detachments 
became very useful to us during the rest of the war, for they 
could work at night while our men slept; they in turn were not 
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expected to fight, and could therefore sleep by day. Our 
enemies used their slaves for a similar purpose, but usually kept 
them out of the range of fire by employing them to fortify and 
strengthen the position to their rear next to be occupied in their 
general retrograde. During this campaign hundreds if not 
thousands of miles of similar intrenchments were built by 
both armies, and as a rule whichever party attacked one of 
them got the worst of it. 

On the 19th of June the rebel army again fell back on its 
flanks, to such aD extent that for a time I supposed it had re
treated to the Chattahoochee River, fifteen miles distant; but 
as ,we pressed forward we were soon undeceived, for we found 
it still more concentrated, covering :rvrarietta and the railroad. 
These successive contractions of the enemy's line encouraged 
us and discouraged him, but were doubtless justified by sound 
reasons. On the 20th Johnston's position was unusually 
strong. Kenesaw Mountain was his salient; his two flanks 
were refused and covered by parapets and by Noonday and 
Nose's Creeks. His left flank was his weak point, so long 
ns he acted on the "defensive," whereas, had he designed to 
contract the extent of his line for the purpose of getting 
in reserve a force with which to strike "offensively" from his 
right, he would have done a wise act, and I was compelled 
to presume that such was his object. We were also so far from 
Nashville and Chattanooga that we were naturally sensitive for 
the safety of our railroad and depots, so that the left (McPher
son) was held very 8trong. 

About this time came reports that a large cavalry force of 
the enemy had passed around our left flank, evidently to strike 
this very railroad somewhere below Chattanooga. I therefore 
reenforced the cavalry stationed from Resaca to Cassville, and 
ordered forward from Huntsville, Alabama, the infantry divi
sion of General John E. Smith, to hold Kingston securely. 

While we were thus engaged about Kenesaw, General Grant 
had his hands full with Lee, in Virginia. General Halleck was 
the chief of staff at Washington, and to him I communicated 
almost daily. I find from my letter-book that on the 21st 
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of June I reported to him tersely and truly the eondition of 
facts ou that day: "This is the nineteenth day of rain, and the 
prospect of fair weather is as far off as ever. The roads are 
impassable; the fields and woods become quagmires after a few 
wagons have crossed over. Yet we are at work all the time. 
The left flank is across Noonday Creek, and the right is acroiiS 
Nose's Creek. The enemy still holds Kenesaw, a conical moun
tain, with :Marietta behind it, and has his flanks retired, to cover 
that town and the railroad behind. I' am all ready to attack 
the moment the weather and roads will permit troops and artil
lery to move with any thing like life." 

The weather has a wonderful effect on troops: in action and 
on the march, rain is favorable; but in the woods, where all is 
blind and uncertain, it seems almost impossible for an army 
covering ten miles of front to act in concert during wet and 
stormy weather. Still I pressed operations with the utmost 
earnestness, aiming always to keep our fortified lines in abso
Inte contact with the enemy, while with the surplus force we 
felt forward, from one flank or the other, ,for his line of com
munication and retreat. On the 22d of June I rode the whole 
line, and ordered General Thomas in person to advance his ex
treme right corps (Hooker's); and instructed-General Schofield, 
by letter, to keep his entire army, viz., the Twenty-third Corps, 
as a strong right flank in close support of Hooker's deployed 
line. During this day the sun came out, with some promise of 
clear weather, and I had got back to my bivouac about dark, 
when a signal-message was received, dated-

KULP HOUSE, 5,30 P. M. 

General SHERMAN: 

We havo repulsed two heavy attacks, and feel confident, our only appre
hension being from our extreme right flank. Three entire corps are in front 
of us. 

Major-General HOOKEll. 

Hooker's corps (the Twentieth) belonged to Thomasls army; 
Thomas's headquarters were two miles nearer to Hooker than 
mine; and Hooker, being an old army officer, knew that ,he 
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should have reported this fact to Thomas and not to me; I was, 
moreover, specially disturbed by the assertion in his report that 
he was uneasy about his right fla;nl~, when Schofield had been 
specially ordered to protect that. I first inquired of my adju
tant, Dayton, if he were certain that General Schofield had re
ceived his orders, and he answered that the envelope in which 
he had sent them was receipted by General Schofield himself. 
I knew, therefore, that General Schofield must be neal' by, in 
close support of Hooker's right flank. General Thomas had 
before this occasion complained to me of General Hooker's dis
position to "switch off," leaving wide gaps in his line, so as to 
be independent, and to make glory on his own account. I there
fore resolved not to overlook this breach of discipline and pro
priety. The rebel army was only composed of three C011)S; I 
had that very day ridden six miles of their lines, found them 
everywhere strongly ocmpied, and therefore Hooker could not 
have encountered" three entire corps." Both :M:cPherson and 
Schofield had also complained to me of this same tendency of 
Hooker to widen the gap between his own corps and his proper 
army (Thomas's), so as to come into closer contact with one 01 

other of the wings, asserting that he was the senior by com
mission to both .McPherson and Schofield, and that in the 
event of battle he should assume command over them, by virtue 
of his older commission. 

They appealed to me to protect them. I had heard during 
that day some cannonading and heavy firing down toward the 
"Kulp House," which was about five miles southeast of where 
I was, but this was nothing unusual, for at the same moment 
there was firing along our lines full ten miles in extent. Early 
the next day (23d) I rode down to the "Kulp House," which 
was on a road leading from Powder Springs to Marietta, about 
three miles distant from the latter. On the way I passed 
through General Butterfield's division of Hooker's corps, which 
I learned had not been engaged at all in the battle of the day 
before; then I rode along Geary's and Ward's divisions, which 
occupied the field of battle, and the men were engaged in bury
ing the dead. I found General Schofield's corps on the Powder 
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Springs road, its head of column abreast of Hooker's right, 
therefore constituting" a strong right flank," and I met Gen
erals Schofield and Hooker together. As rain was falling at 
the moment, we passed into a little church standing by the 
road-side, and I there showed Gcneral Schofield Hooker's sig
nal-message of the day before. He was very angry, and pretty 
sharp words passed between them, Schofield saying that his 
head of column (Hascall's division) had been, at the time of the 
battle, actually in advance of Hooker's line; that the attacl( or 
sally of the enemy struck his troops before it did Hooker's; 
that General Hooker knew of it at the time; and he offered to 
go out and show me that the dead men of his advance division 
(Hascall's) were lying farther out than any of Hooker's. Gen
eral Hooker pretended not to have known this fact. I then 
asked him why he had called on me for help, until he had used 
all of his own troops; asserting that I had just seen Butter
field's division, and had learned from him that he had not 
been engaged the day before at all; and I asserted that the 
enemy's sally must have been made by one corps (Hood's), in 
place of three, and that it had fallen on Geary's and Williams's 
divisions, which had repulsed the attack handsomely. As we 
rode away from that church General Hooker was by my side, 
and I told him that such a thing must not occur again; in 
other words, I reproved him more gently than the occasion 
demanded, and from that time he began to sulk. General 
Hooker had come from the East with great fame as a "fighter," 
and at Ohattanooga he was glorified by his (l battle above the 
clouds," which I fear turned his head. He seemed jealous of 
all the army commanders, because in years, former rank, and 
experience, he thought he was our superior. 

On the 23d of June I telegraphed to General Halleck this 
summary, which I c~nnot again better state: 

We continue to press forward on the principle of an advance against 
fortified positions. The whole country is one vast fort, and Johnston must 
have at least fifty miles of connected trenches, with abatis and finished 
batteries. We gain ground daily, fighting all the time. On the 21st Gen
eral Stanley gained a position near the south end of Kenesaw, from wllicb 
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the enemy attempted in vain to drive him; and the sarno dlly General T. 
J. Wood's division took a hill, which the enemy assaulted three times at 
night without success, leaving more than 0. hundred dead on the ground. 
Yesterday the extreme right (Hooker and Schofield) advanced on the Pow
der Springs roo.d to within three miles of Mo.rietta. The enemy mo.de a 
strong effort to drive them away, but failed signally, leaving moro than two 
hundred dead on the field. Our lines are now in close contact, and the 
fighting is incessant, with a good deal of artillery-fire. As fast as we go.in 
one position the enemy has another all reo.dy, but I think ho wm soon have 
to let go Kenesaw, which is the key to the whole country. The weather 
is now better, and the' roads are drying up fast. Our losses are light, and, 
notwithstaniling the repeated breaks of the road to our rear, supplies are 
ample. 

During the 24th and 25th of June General Schofield extended 
his right as far as prudent, so as to compel the enemy to thin 
out his lines correspondingly, with the intention to make two 
strong assaults at points where success would give us the greatest 
advantage. I had consulted Generals Thomas, McPherson, and 
Schofield, and we all agreed that we could not with prudence 
stretch out any more, and therefore there was no alternative but 
to attack "fortified lines," a tiling carefully avoided up to that 
time. I reasoned, if we couJcl make a breach anywhere near the 
rebel centre, and thrust in a strong head of column, that with 
the one moiety of onr army we could hold in check the corre
sponding wing of the enemy. and with the other sweep in flank 
and overwhelm the other half. The 27th of June was fixed as 
the day for the attempt, and in order to oversee the whole, and 
to be in close communication with all parts of the army, I had 
a place cleared on the top of a hill to the rear of Thomas's cen
tre, and had the telegraph-wires laid to it. The points of at
tack were chosen, and the troops were all prepared with as little 
demonstration as possible. About 9 A. l\I. of the day appointed, 
the troops moved to the assault, and all along our lines for ten 
miles a furious fire of artillery and musketry was kept up. At 
all points the enemy met us wi th determined courage and in 
great force. McPherson's attacking column fought up the face 
of the lesser Kenesaw, but conld not reach the summit. . About 
a mile to the right Gust below the Dallas road) Thomas's assault
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ing column reached the parapet, where Brigadier-General Har
ker was shot down mortally wounded, and Brigadier-General 
Daniel McCook (myoId law-partner) was desperately wounded, 
from the effects of which he afterward died. By 11.30 the as
sa t was in fact over, and had failed. 'Ve had not broken the 
rebel line at eitherpoint, but our assaulting columns held their 
ground within a few yards of the rebel trenches, and there cov
ered themselves with parapet. McPherson lost about five hun
dred men and several valuable officers, and Thomas lost nearly 
two thousand men. This was the hardest fight of the campaign 
up to that date, and it is well described by Johnston in his" N ar
rative". (pages 342, 343), where he admits his loss in killed and 
wounded as-

Men. 

Hood's corps (not reported) '" 
Hardee's corps....................................... 286
 
Loring's (Polk's) 522 

Total. .....•............ , ...........•........... 808
 

This, no doubt, is a true anci fair statement; but, as usual, 
Johnston overestimates our loss, putting it at six thousand, 
whereas our entire loss was about twenty-five hundred, killed 
and wounded. 

While the battle was in progress at the centre, Schofield 
crossed Olley's Creek on the right, and gained a position threat
ening Johnston's line of retreat; and, to increase the effect, I 
ordered Stoneman's cavalry to proceed rapidly still farther to 
the right, to Sweetwater. Satisfied of the bloody cost of at
tacking intrenched lines, I at once thought of moving the whole 
army to the railroad at a point (Fulton) about ten miles below 
:Marietta, or to the Chattahoochee River itself, a movement shu
ilar to the one afterward so successfully practised at Atlanta. 
All the orders were issued to bring forward supplies enough to 
fill our wagons, intending to strip the railroad back to Alla
toona, and leave that place as our depot, to be covered as well as 
possible by Garrard's cavalry. General Thomas, as usual, shook 
his head, deeming it risky to leave the railroad; but something 
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had to be done, and I had resolved on this move, as reported in 
my dispatch to General Halleck on July 1st: 

General Schofield is now south of Olley's Creek, and on the head of 
Nickajack. I have been hurrying down provisions and forage, and to-mor
row night propose to move McPherson from the left to tho extreme right, 
back of General Thomas. This will bring my right within three miles of 
the Chattahoochee River, and about five miles from the railroad. I3y this 
movement I think I can force Johnston to move his whole army dowJl from 
Kenesaw to defend his railroad and the Chattahoochee, when I will (by the 
left flank) reach the railroad below Marietta j but in this I must cut loose 
from the railroad with ten days' supplies in wagons. Johnston may come 
out of his intrenchments to attack Thomas, which is exactly what I want, 
for General Thomas is well intrenched on a line parallel with the enemy 
south of Kenesaw. 1: think that Allatoona and the line of the Etowah are 
strong enough for me to venture on this mo'e. The movement is substan
tially down the Sandtown road straight for Atlanta. 

McPherson drew out of his lines during the night of July 
2d, leaving Garrard's cavalry, dismounted, occupying his trenches, 
and moved to the rear of the Army of the Cuinberland, stretch
ing down the Nickajack; but Johnston detected the movement, 
and promptly abandoned Marietta and Kenesaw. I expected 
as much, for, by the earliest dawn of the 3d of July, I was up 
at a large spy-glass mounted on a tripod, which Colonel Poe, 
United States Engineers, had at his bivouac close by our camp. 
I directed the glass on Kenesaw, and saw some of our pickets 
crawling up the hill cautiously; soon they stood upon the VC1'Y 

top, and I could plainly see their movements as they ran along 
the crest just abandoned by the enemy. In a minute I roused 
my staff, and started them off with orders in every direction for 
a pursuit by every possible road, hoping to catch Johnston in 
the confusion of retreat, especially at the crossing of the Chat
tahoochee River. 

I must close this chapter here, so as to give the actual losses 
during June, which are compiled from the official returns by 
months. These losses, from June IsUo July 3d, were all sub
stantially sustained about Kenesaw and Marietta, and it was 
really a continuous battle, lasting from the 10th day of June till 
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the 3d of July, when the rebel army fell back from Marietta 
toward the Chattahoochee River. Our losses were: 

ARMY OF TilE CU~IBERLAND. 

CORPS. 

Fourth (Howard) . 
Fourt~eoth (Palmer) . 
Tweotieth (Ilooker).. .. . .. . . 

Total, Army of the Cumberland.... 

Killed o.ud ],Iiulng. Wounded. 

1,542 
1,400 
1,246 

--

4,251 

602 
8;>3 
8:12 

1,277 
1------1-----

TotsJ. 

2,144 
1,819 
l,5GS 

5,531 
I----~-

ARMY OF TilE TEN::<fESSKE. 

CORPS. Killed a.nd ],lisslng. I Wounded. Tot.a.l. 

Fineeoth gLoll'an)............. ........ 179 687 866
 
Bixteenth Dodge).................... 52 ltrT 20\:l
 
Seventeen (Blair) ........ . .. .. .. .. .. 47 212 259
 

Tota~ Army of the TeooeOBoe..... 278 1,056 1,384 

ARMY OF THE OHIO. 

CORPS. Killed and Mis,ing. 'VollDded. TotaL 

T\venty-tbird (Schofield).............. 105 862 467 
Cavalry. . .. . . . .. .. . . .. •. .. •. . . .. . . .. .. 180 68 198 

1-----1-----1-----
430 61il$Total, Army of the Ohio...........
 285 

5,740Loss inJun., lIgl,'l'egate.......
 1,790 7,530 

Johnston makes his statement of losses fi'om the report of 
his surgeon Foard, for pretty much the same period, viz., from 
June 4th to July 4th (page 576): 

CORPS. Killed. V{ounded. Tol.'\I. 

Hardee's ............................. 200 1,433 1,6M
 
Hood's............................... 140 1,121 1,201
 
Polk's................................ 128 926 1,05.1
 

Total. .•••••..•••....•.•••••••.... 468 8,480 8,948 

In the tabular statement the" missing" embraces the prison
• ers; and, giving two thousand as a fair proportion of prisoners 
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C<'l,ptured by us for the month of June (twelve thousand nine 
hundred and eighty-three in all the campaign), makes an ag
gregate loss in the rebel army of fifty-nine hundred and forty
eight, to ours of seventy-five hundred and thirty-a less propor
tion than in the relative strength of our two armies, viz., as six 
to ten, thus maintaining our relative superiority, which the des
perate game of war justified. 


