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SHERMAN'S ATLANTA CAlVIPAIGN. 

L"l 1UE Fn·.'l.O, N1UR DAlLAS, } 
GlWROM, June 3. 

Thirty-five days of active campaigning under 
Sherma.lI; thirty-five nights of march, piukct, 
skirmish, battle, or ?f uneasy slumber on beds 
of grasB, leaves, rmls, rocks, or mother earth, 
with t.ll e blue heavens for a canopy; and to-day, 
a scat beside a mountain stream a mile from 
camp, with no sign of man 's handiwork visiblc 
save the few rails that form my seat, can not bc 
expected to ~t your corr~spondent well f~r. the 
task of givmg a graphIC account o~ rmhtary 
operations fur the last ten days. RIght well 
pleascd am I to know, however, that the tardi
ness of my pcn will work no disad vantage to 
thc readei·s of the Gazette, sinue a" relicf" in 
the form of another of the knights of the quill 
has arrived. and made this portion of the arm'y 
bis particular field. Yet, I know that there are 
some of the events that transpire among us, 
unimportant, p erhal)S, historically, bnt of much 
interest to many, which I may tell without 
r epeating wbat may be bettor written by 
anotber:* 

To make a little resume of the whole ten 
days, let liS go back to Kingston, :llay twenty
second-the date of my last letter_ On that 
day portions of tbe army had advanced some 
mi les beyoud Kingston, and werc skirmishing 
with t.hc enemy; wllile Sherman's enorgy had 
completed the railroad to his -army and had 
thrown forward twenty days' rations, ready for 
a move without a base to begin next morning. 
But nevor perhaps was the saying that" large 
bodies 1110VC slowly," more fully verified than 
to th e troops which formed the reur guard of 
:McPh erson 's command that day. Early in the 
moming orders to be ready at a moment's notice 
were given, but the morning wore away and 
lett the troops Jying as the sunrise fonnd them. 
Gladly, at noon, was the sound to fall in heard. 
Let the weather be as it may, there is nothing 
so perploxiug and so troublesome as' a night 
march; 110 soldiers likes to have it ill prospect. 
Appearances, however, all deceive in a soldi,er's 
life. Doomed to a night march, it was of no 
avail that orders came early. It required just 
so many hours to get the immense wagon train 
in line, and the rear guard could not go until 
that was done. It was actually sunset when 
the last of tho troops filed out of Kingston. A 
night maroh of course followed, and Olle of the 
mOBt unpleasant imaginable. Following the 
trains would certaiuly wear the patience of the 
most patient. A movement forward of ten fcet, 
then t\ halt of two minutes, anoth er move, and 
another halt ad injinitum made up th e order of 
march. Plunging into gutters, t,umbling over 
rocks and stUUlPS, and irregularities that could 
not be distinguished for the darkness, is it any 

wonder that the poor soldier dreads a night 
march? Then, on this .particular OC<?lSiOD, the 
dust was inches in nepth; pene trating every 
crevice and fold, and covering tho whol man 
with its dirty gray mist, it is the most disagr ' e
able element, savc gunpowder, with which the 
soldier bas to contelld. 

This is the history of the first nigh t's march 
of six miles or eight across thc Etowah river, 
on the Vall Wert road. 

As it had been at Dalton, so it was to be at 
the Etowah . McPherson, Shennan's right-hand 
man was to take the right and flank the p os i
tion: not ollly of Etowah but of Altoona. lIence 
his movement by the Van Wert road , crossing 
the Etowah at a bridge a few miles from Kings
ton, which the r~bels did not destroy_ On the 
twentv-fourth IllS command encamp~d at Van 
W er t," a little village twenty miles sonthwest 
of Kingston, and apparently far away from any 
military operations_ From this place the line 
of march was changed to the sontheast, point 
ing towards Dallas. O!I t.he. twenty-sixth, ~t 
four p, ~!., after shght slnrmlshlllg, McPherson s 
command and JcJTerson O. Davis' diyision of the 
Fourteenth corps, marched by different roads 
simultaneously into Da,llas, the county seat of 
Paulding county. This is some thir ty miles 
northwest of Atlanta, and nearly twe ty nllies 
west of l\1arietta, the nearest point 0 11 the rail
road. It was, to many, a source of cODsidero,. 
ble sill'prise to find next morning tb.e whole 
rebel army oonfronting us, that is o() u['ront.ing 
Sherman, who was now about ready to form 
line_ 

All day of the twenty-seventh was most 
busily occupied in getting into position. GeD
eral Fuiler's, Oolonel Rice's, and Colonel 
Sprague's brigades, were fiorc~ly ,engageu aU 
day ill as heavy and severe a Sk lfll11sh ,IS I ever 
witnessed, Night found them, however, in 
good position, a _ half a mile . further all ~'ane~d 
than they were III the mOl'lung. In thIS skll'
mish the''rwenty-seventh Obio lost Oapt.ain Saw
yer killed and Lieutenant Dc Bote, wounded. 
Th~ Sixty:sixth Indiana lost Captain H. . i\Ic
Rae, wounded, besides a number of enlisted 
wen. The Sixty-sixth Illinois, formerly known 
as Birgo's 'shal'pshootcrs, were at the front, ~nd 
lost quite heavily. The Fifteenth corps , whIch 
took position on the ~ight of the ?ixleenth. also 
lost heavily. A portion of the ~ll1th Iowa was 
surprised and ca.ptnred at _breakfast. . 

At night the whole hne throw up sltght 
works and as well as it could be done, amid 
a continual' popping of skirmishers' guns, the 
men rested. 

All day of the twenty-eighth there had been 
a oontinuous rattle of musketry, interspf' rsed 
with au occasional shot frolU artillery, which 
kept a slow procession of ambulances passing 
t o and from the lines to convey the wowld d to 
hospital. Toward evening an unusual acli vity 
among the rebels in front of Logan, who was on 

-------------------- / DodO'e's right, appeared. llLh lenly a force of 
• Soe Docull1on t 8, page 24, ante. inf~try was seen h:;'i:oLening toward the rebel 
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left, as if to turn Logan's right. Scarcely had 
they passed the point where they were 
visible to us, when a larger force returned at the 
same rate. Then came volleys along Logan's 
front, from right to left. A wonderful animation 
was suddenly infused into the apparently dead 
mass of wagons and a,rtillery that lay all day in 
the ));r 'It open field behind the Fifteenth Corps. 
A storm was gathering-where should it break? 
The question was not long unanswered. Minor 
attempts were made along almost the whole of 
Logan'S line, bni in front of Gencral Sweeuy's 
division was the main forcc. Bates' division of 
Hanlee's corpse was hurled against Sweeny's 
diviHion, whiell at that time presented a front of 
t wo regiments and one portion of a battery. 
Tho immortal Second Iowa, and the youuger, but 
not less gallant Sixty-sixth Indiana, with two 
sections of Welker's Battery, (H, First Missouri 
L~~ht Artillery,) met the shock of the charge. 
Fierce amI hot was the contest-bravc men were 
pitted against brave-but it was impossible to 
advauce before the withcring firc of that portion 
of Colonel Rice's hrigade. In half an hOUT from 
the first volley, thc shout of victory rang on the 
eveuing air, and was taken up by regiment after 
rO!?iment, until the woods rang again. A fcw 
prIsoncrs were captnred, from whom it was as
certained that the rebel Second Kentucky Regi
men t was engaged. One of that regiment, 
Badger, of Columbus, Kentucky, who was cap
tured, has friends in' Cincinnati. Anothel7 from 

viugton, Kentucky, named Jones, belonging to 
!.he same Tegiment, was also captllred. The loss 
of t.he Sixty-sixth and Second Iowa, wus very 
slight. The next day the Sixty·sixth Indiana 
found sixty-three dead rebels in tbeir front. 

On the twenty-ninth Colonel MOl'SCY'S brigade 
rel ieved Colonel Ricc's, and still the skirmishing 
continued. Company B, of the Eighty-first 
Ohio, was deployed as skirmishers, and Private 
James A ndersoll, of Company D, yolunteered to 
go also. Very soon he was borne back mortally 
wounded. All day the heavy skirmishing was 
kept up. The lines were so close that rebel 
balls reachcd even beyond the headquarters of 
Generals Sweeny and Dodge. No general attack 
was made, however. 

It was after elever< o'clock at night, of the 
twenty-ninth, when as some of us were listening 
to the dull, heavy booming of Hooker's guns to 
the left, a bright flash of a musket to the right, 
and in front of our line, told of approaching 
danger. Almost instantly the whole picket line 
in front of ,Mersey's brigade was ablaze, and re
tiring before our ad vaacing column. Scarcely 
had the pickets reached the works, until every 
man of tile long, sinuons line, which a moment 
b fore seemed wrapped in shlmber, was up to 
his place, and the next moment the Eighty-first 
Ohio and Twelfth Illinois poured a volley of 
death into the approaching column. A flash and 
a whiz was the reply, but now loading and 
fir ing as rapidly as possible, while Welker 
poured an almost ceaseless fu'e from his four 
gnns, the scene became grand beyond des

cription. Never before have I witnessed such 
a scene of tcrrible grandeur I The night. was 
dark, and a heavy air seemed to weigh down the 
sulphurous smoke until the darkness was 
changed to gray, in which the dark figlll'es of the 
men bccame visible-a sort of clemoll-!ooking 
set, engaged in a ghastly play with death. But 
it conld not last long. The earthworks, together 
with the wild aiming of the rebels, gave liS com
plete protection, while they were without any 
shield. Soon they renewed the attack at another 
place, then on },[ersey again, aud again to the 
right, until at three o'clock, when they recoiled 
from their last attack, they had made seven 
attempts to break our lincs! Tile occasion of 
this desperation, it is thought, was that they had 
detected a movcment commenced in the morn
ing by the Fifteenth Corps toward our left, and 
thought to brcak through Ollr lines while moviug. 
The movement had commenced, and if they had 
waited a few homs later, their attack might have 
resulted in a different manner. Our loss was 
comparatively nothing, and was confined almost 
exclusively to the men deployed as skirmishers 
in front of the works. Lieutenant Uh'ick, of the 
Sixty-sixth lilinois, was mortally wOlludod. 
Lieutcnant Williamson, same regimeut, was 
wounded. 

Harclly had the first half hour's fighting 
enrled, until General Dodge made his appear
ance at vVelkcr's battery, carrying before him 
on his horse a box of canister! He had he,lrd 
that their canister was gone, and uuable to find 
the proper officer in such a 'melee, he went him
self and carried all he could. He also seized 
two wagon loads of infantry ammunition from 
tire Fifteenth Corps, which werc passiu!!;, and 
seut boxes up to the front line, so that although 
at the beginning there wus but forty rounds to 
the man, these were not 'gone until a beautiful 
supply was at hand. 

The ~agcr Sixty-sixth Indiana, who had built 
those works, and repulsed the attack there on 
the twenty-eighth could not be held in reserve. 
When Colonel Adams scnt word that his alUmu
nition was nearly galle, Colonel Uice ordered ant 
the Sixty-sixtll to relieve the Eighty-urst. With 
a cheer they responded, and were soon in 
readiness. B)lt here arose a question; the am
munition was now abundant, and lhe Eighty
first Ohio did not want to be relieve~ I General 
Dodge lipan application allowed the Eighty-first 
to retain its position, and tile. gallant boys of the 
Sixty-sixth Indiana rctired disappointed. 

Thc loss of the enemy could not b0 ascertain
ed; the intervening ground being con traband. 
Ii deserter who came in to-day, says that Bates' 
division was terribly cut up in that night at
tack, which, he says, was made under a mis
understanding of orders. 

POl' some reason, it was determined to change 
the position of McPherson and Davis' divisions 
of the Fourteenth Corps. The orders were is
sued for this on the twenty·cighth, but were 
countermanded by the attack made by the 
enemy. On the twenty-ninth, the movement 
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was in progress, and was arrested by the night 
attack [have mentioned; but on the night of the 
thirty-first. the movement was successfully 1:>e
gun and by five P. M. of June first his entIre 
com;uand had chaJJged position in the face of 
the enemy, some two or three miles, with 
scarcely the loss of a man. 

EarlY 'in the night of the thirty-first, Colonel 
i\ferscy's brigade was moved to the left, to re
lieve Jefrerson C. Davis' division, which imme
diately moved to the left. rhe next day, all the 
line to the right was withdrawn toward the 
left, leaving Mersey as rear guard for McPher
son 's whole command. About noon the rebels 
bad discovered the movement, and had moved 
into Dallas. Coming on witbout opposition, 
their cavalry had actually gained position in 
Mersey's rear, while infantI·y was closing in 
UPOD his right flank and front.. Bending back 
the right, Dutil the Eighty-first Ohio and part of 
the Sixty-sixth Illinois formed a line of battle 
facillg ~ll points of the compass except the 
Nortb, and with the Twelfth Illinois deployed 
on the left as skirmishers, Colollel Mersey safe
ly withdrew his isolated brigade at three o'clock, 
and received the congratUlations of his com
mander for so skillful a withdrawal from what 
was a very perilous situation. 

For two days there has been a calm. The 
enemy is apparently nonplused. They are 
hastily moving to their right, fearing a storm 
will burst upon them there. 

and was abandoned as soon as it was fouud they 
weTe still there in force. 

As soon as the rebels perceived this they 
poured forth the volleys which they were 
reserving for the advance, into the retir ing 
column, but fortunately they aimed too high 
and but little harm was done. Lieutenant Van 
Lieu, Sixteenth Illinois, was severely OUllned 
in this movement. His mother lives in Bu tler 
County, Ohio. The Sixty-sixth lost also Lieu
tenant 'Williamson, slightly wounded, besides a 
number of men killed and wounded. 

ANOTHER ACCOUNT. 

Two MIL&\! Soum-wEST OF ACKWORTII,} 
GEORGIA, July 7. 

In lack of events more stirring, such as bat-
ties and sieges and triumphal marches, I must 
write you of the incidents of march, the peo
pIc, the country, etc. The anny is no less pro
lific ill interesting phases of human nature, no 
less characteristic and inimitable when on the 
march or in the camp, than when on the field of 
battle, or rushing valliantly into" the imminent 
deadly breach." The common places of li fe 
filld no places in history; the army is all ills ti
tntion by itself, isolated from the obsenat.ioll of 
men, exceptafew who relate only the graver pas-
sagos in its history, passing over its comedy, its 
bumor, its trivialities and its domestic doings 
and sayings, which, after all , occupy so gren a 
portioll of its time and form the best rossibl 

I nearly forgot to chronicle a daring feat I mirror of its moods and manners, and unless 
which came near being accomplished by Colonel I these are chronicled for the perusal of news
Mersey's brigade on the thirty-first. At Iloon Ir eaders, there is great danger tbat they will fall 
bis brigade was ordered to move forward alld into the error of regarding tbe army only as a 
assault the elllany's works directly in our front. great bost of romantic and impossible heroes, 

, The plan was to form two miles of skirmishers performing always sublime things and making 
• of the Sixty-sixth IIlillois; support them by , always fine speeches. There are some men 

the Eighty-first Ohio, with a space of forty spaces here who remain the same queer and crook d 
." betwecn its right and left battalions, and it in turn Igcniuses that they were at home, and fOI' aught 

to be followed by the Twelfth IllillOis. Every- that I can see, an army of fifty thousand men 
thing was ready, and at twelve noon the mo\'e- , makes as many faJse passcs at the enemy, hits 
ment l)egan. Tbe column was formed behind Ifoul, goes down on all fours, and performs as 
our front line of works, and moved forward. many elTatic gyrations anc! tumblings as would 
'fhe Sixty-sixth and Eighty-first passed over the a brace of trained pugilists pitted against each 
breastworks under a brisk fire from the rebel , other on a field so unequal as this. Whole 
skirmishers, who were close at band. On went brigades rush headlong through thick woods, 
the Sixty-sixth, driving all before them, where they canTlO t see ten lengths of a musket 
when they received a check from the main rebel Iill advance, and come suddenly on masked call
line. Tbe whole column was tben halted, and non, which are so close tbat to retI'eat is sure 
by there for ten minutes, almost within stone's death, and only a part of them can hope to 
throw of the rebel lines, yet without firing a esea,pe by falling flat on their faces, and remain
shot, except an occasional one from the Sixty Iing in that position for hours, till darkness 
sixth's front line. The brigade had no support 
on either flank. and presented a front little 
longer than a regiment, wbile just at its left 
was a hill from which an enfilading fire 90uld 
rake the whole brigade. Colonel Adams ~was 
getting impatient, and was just about to order 
" forward I" when tbe better judgment of some
body whose duty it was to direct affairs, ordered 
the brigade back. 

The movement was beO'un under an appre
hension that the rebels had vacated their works, 

comes to conceal their movements. 'While they 
lie there many of them are discovered by the 
rebel sharp~booters and die helpless. Others 
are slaughtered by a cross fire from other bat
teries, and when at last the Sl)fvivors are per
mitted to steal away under cover of the night, 
so many of their comrades lie stiff and stark in 
their places, that they look as if still skirmisb
ing witb the enemy-a battle-liue of corpses. 

Again, 011 a certain evelling, eaeh army is 
seized with a sudden delusion that the other is 
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about to attack, or do some other dreadful mis
chief. and they expend tUIlS U pOll tuns of shell 
and round-shot, which many an nnhappy mule 
Imrl perished by the roadside to drag from 
Kingston, ancl wiLh no other effect but to nip in 
the bud some hnmlreds of hopeful saplings, 
splinter a few ancient oaks and hurt a score or 
so of lJlen. There was oue of the panics of 
the war. The perfoet coolness ancl sang froid 
w ith which old soldiers, in some cases, come to 
regard those matters and occurrences which 
mllke the blood of a novice suddenly grow 
thick in the region of his heart, is one of the 
most noticeable features of the army. Some 
instances are related which are decidedly refrig
erating . A soldier was carrying to his Lent, for 
domest.ie use, a plate of flour, which he bad 
very b tely confiseated, and from which he was 
formiJlg pleasing anticipations of being able to 
make an interregnum in the reign of hard-taek, 
when a wandering fragment of a shell suddenly 
d scended upon the plate, scattering tIle flour 
into dust. 'I'he fellow merely looked at the 
piece of' fractured crockery remaining in his 
haud for a few moments, and then drily ob
served, "No more of that on my plate if you 
please." Another olle of the boys was saInted 
in thc same way by a shell travelling with its 
peculiar infernal yell a fow inches above his 
hearl, while he was walking close along the line 
of battle, when he came to a halt, and without 
winking an eye, looked ill the direction of the 
flyi llg shell with a quiet" good morning." 

Early on the moming of the fifth of June, it 
was announced at headquarters that the rebels 
had evacuated their works, a.nd were in Tetre,1t. 
Indeed, on the night before, Gelleral H ooker's 
ad vanee line had occupied their works, and their 
movement continued throngh the wholc night; 
and in the morning none wcre to be seen except a 
few ('.(I v aIry scouts lingering to observe our mo
t ions. Immediately t.h ere was a rush of eager men 
curiolls to inspect the rebel fortificatiolls, a.ud see 
the effect of their firing. The former were 
found to be of great st.rength, considering the 
has te with whieh they were neccss,L!'ily erected; 
the strongest indeed-so our engineers say
that they have seen the rebels make at any time. 
They arc firmly built of logs and stones covered 
with a heavy cmbankment of earth and screened 
by green branches of trees. They evidently 
c s t a heavy expenditure of Inbor, and it is idle 
to deny that, in many eases, they are bettei' thau 
our own. Whatever flimsiness the rebels llsed 
in the construction of theu' redoubts early in the 
war, these at: least are creditable to their Rkil! , 
an I equally to their muscl e. In mH·IlY pittGes 
their sharpsllOoters had eonstructed little lun
ettes for the accommodation of two or three 
persons, several rods in advance of their outer 
line of rifle pits. They had been compelled to 
trench deeply, and even burrow in the ground 
and build s trong roofings of rails to protect them
selves from onf shells and shot. These lattcr 
were accurately put in at a distance of a mile, by 
the spl endid batteries of Bridge and McDow ell, 

and, in return, the sharpshooters made large 
numLers of our men bite th dust. 1'he eneu y 
conld ha ve been forced to abandon fo rti lica tions 
of such strengtb only by strategic comiJin:ll ions 
of the mosl threatening chara.eter. The peculiar 
strength of their position, which I may say our 
authorities were not at all slow to admit, con
sisted in this, tbat they were pos ted on the 
summits of a series of high wooded hills, be
tween wbich rail the roads, practicable for the 
a.rmy, while their fortifi cations extendcd in two 
or three strong lines down the sides of these 
hills, fronting directly our acl vance, and then for 
a considerable distance along the defiles parallel 
to the roads, and on a sufficient elevation to make 
it difficult to storm thcm . . The dense thickets of 
bushes and trees in which they took care to lo
cate th emselves, added much to the difficulty of 
allY attempt upon them. 

In front of a part of the Fourth Corps lay a 
large farm, extending through a fertiltl valley 
half a mile wide, and limited at either sille by 
slight ridges, occupied by the rOBpectivc com
batants. This open stretch of about J, mile in 
extent gave free play to the gllllners at either 
enrl, and made it a very injudieious act to cross 
this space, even some distance in the rcar. 
This farm was checkered with fine fields of 
gre en wheat and oats, but, like the apples of 
Tantalus, they might not be eLten. This, when 
the animals were limited to fOllr pounds a clay 
of grain (a third ration), with no hay, and all tho 
grass in our COUll try eaLen up,alld when the four 
ponnds of yesterday weighee! but three to-day 
and two to-morrow, was a great grievance. Ac
cordingly, when the rebel bullets were no longer 
to be encountered, the orderlies mId scullions 
and such as CUlTY horses, trooped forth innum
erable, and forthwith there was such a confisea
tioll of heads of wheat, wheat pnllcd up by the 
roots, green oats, and swamp grass, as is not 
heretofore reeorded in th ese epistles. They 
then pulled whe,\t who ne'er pulled wheat be
fore j and the streams of small Il1nles that 
pourcd into the ficlds, and the small mules and 
large bundles that poured out therefrom, till the 
supply was exhausted, was a thing strauge to 
behold. 

The orders of General Sherman, that the army 
should be subsisted as fn,\' as possible aIr the 
country. are v ery seriously misuudel's(l)od by 
some soldiers, whether aceidently 01' otlierwise, 
I will not sa)" and there is a cOlIsidcr:11)lcamount 
of indiscriminate appropriation of Tebel prop
erty in eonsequence. As thc army moves through 
a Hew tract of eoulILry which is yet untouched, 
the popping of guns can be heard ill the roads 
and.lelds to such all extent that it might Le mis
taken for stray skirmishing, were it not for 
certain sounds which betray unmis takably a 
swinish origin, and at the same time bad shoot
ing. The inhabitants of' th e land bavo ili ivcn 
off a great part of their stock, including all the 
horses oxen and cows, but there are s ti ll found 
running at large considerable uumbers of' sheep, 
and a species of very elongated and shadowy 
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hogs fi tted kindly by natnre for forcing their 
way 'through the thick jungles of bushes. The 
{onner are very temptillg to stragglers espe
cially when they have eaten ollly hard salt pork 
for mauy days, and it is a very natural thing 
that ml1ny of them should be shot aud carried 
on the mureh till the time for the even ing halt. 
The sharp eye of the Provost Marshal detected 
some of these forbidden mea.ts pendent from a 
pole carried on the shoulders of two men, who 
in vain sought to avoid observa tion by making 
a troublesome march through the fields, and , as 
a cor,sequence, when the halt was called for the 
night, certain men were to be seen tramping 
slowly m'ound a limited circle in the hot sun
shine, and close by the roadside, carrying be· 
tweon them the aforesaid mutton and preceded 
and followed by certain others who had been 
accomplices thereto, carrying rails on their 
sh oulders, and ihe whol e marching in solemn 
process ion to thc music of tremendous volleys 
of cheers from the troops who were passing by 
and comprchended the situation. \Vheu all 
things were taken into consideration, both the 
quality of the meat involved and the cres t·fallen 
faces of the men who carried it, the whole affa ir 
was decid edly sheepish. The conclusions of the 
matter was tbttt the men carried off the ir spoils 
in triumph, declaring they had earned it, and 
would eat it aCCOrdillgly. 

General Sherman evidently meant by his order, 
as every sensible man would at once under
stand, that t he supplies from the country were 
-to be added to the Govel'llment stores by the 
propel' authorities, and issued regularly to com· 
paniCS and squads in the usual man ner. Every 
corps has wi th it its own droves of beeves, 
which are kept in good condition by foraging, 
and which have a way of absorbing all that are 
fonnd by the roadside, so that the men have 
little to complain of in this purticular. All 
along the liuel! of battle, when the arm ies were 
confronting each other, a few rods ill the r eal', 
were little pens of cattle from which the men in 
the trenches were well reinforced with smoking 
steaks, added to thcir coffee-and pilot bread; 
while two or three miles in the rcar could be 
seen large droves, under guard, serenely grazing 
in the pastun.s-forming the bost possible rc· 
serve forces upon which the army could fall 
back. 

Still there is very little danger that this army 
will suffer any serious demoralization by strag· 
gling and pillaging. There is very little of it. 
The men were thoroughly sorted over before 
starting, and the feeble and sick were rejected. 
I had occasion, in following at the real' of the 
whole army for a day, to observe the truth of 
this . . Scarcely a dozl'n were overtaken in' the 
whole day, wllere a regiment might have been 
expected. A hundred and twenty.eight am
bulances were provided for the Fourth corps, 
and yet the fear of the disgrace of having been 
carted in the sick wagon, and t.he general good 
assurance of the men that they are going 0 11 no 
fools errand, kept the men square up to the 

reg iment. The same good scnse which ordered 
weak, but plucky men to he tran ferr from 
the rog imeuts to the hospi tal, brought ont froln 
tile latter to the place where they conld do 
some service, a host of lusty cowards. Cap
tai n \Varnock has but lately returned . from a 
visitation of wholesale purging to the hos· 
pituls of the Department, where he has b en 
onsting from their cozy co ts aU malingerers 
and skill-deep sick men, without mercy. From 
the hospitaJs of the Department, he returned 
to duty about twel ve hundred men, and from 
those at Nashville alone, nine hundred and sixty. 
So let it be, more and more. 

There is not n. superfluity of news afloat at 
present.. Captain Tousley, of tlle Fourth corps, 
who came in to-night from our former camping
ground aile! the scenes of the engagements ha.d 
abr!llt there, from which the corps marched yes
terday, reports that the rebels had had a force 
of cavalry all day to.day attemp ting to take the 
bospitals s tl1tionecl there. GClleral Kimball's 
brigade (formerly General Little's) were g uard
ing them, fLnd had lost a few wounrled during 
the clay. All the wouuded will arri ve safely at .. 
t.his camp sometime to.night. SOllie of the 
wounded were so terrified at th e prospect of 
falling into the hands of the rebels that even 
poor wretches whose legs were mangled by 
shells, crawled 0 11 the backs of lTlules and 
escaped. The damnable villainy which will 
make such an attack is of a piece with that 
which orders men to fire upon those (Fedol' Is) 
who are burying thei r own (rebel) dead. 

The army is pretty mueh massed about here 
on the railroad ancl ncar it, r ecruiting itself 
for a new campaign. The cars a.t present 
come to the river at Etowah, wh ere th (\re is a 
hwge bridge, six hundred fe et long, seventy·fi ve 
feet high, and composed of three branches of 
tros tle·work, which is announced to be oom
pleted on the tellth. Heavy wagon trains are 
already running from that point to the army, 
supplying the army ano w; aud as soon as tho 
cars cross the bridge, and the wagons are again 
filled from them, why, then-yes. 

The army extends nearly to I,ost Mountain 
in its outposts, and will probably find no resist
ance th is siele the Chattahoochee. Gilnernl 
Sherman's headquar te rs are at pre ent es tab
lished at A.cworth, which is a little vilb g e on 
the railroad, of twenty or thirty houses, and 
abo ut ten milcs below the Etowah River. Gen
eral ,,[,homas' are within a quarter of a mile of 
this place. 

The whole army has DOW accomplished the 
object of flanking the strong posi ion of Alia
toona Gap, and, at the same time, transferrillg 
itself across ihe range of h ills of th s me 
name, where it was expected w e would Illeet 
so stout an opposition. The railron.d has be n 
bronght along at the same time. ,,[,hus we have 
accompl ished the t.hird great step in the march 
to Atlanta-Buzzard Roost, Resal::l., and Alla
toona. There remains only the foul'th - Chattll,
hoochee River. By calculating the time it has 
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consumed to accomplish the preceding three, 
the reader may make for himself an estimate of 
the time it will take to pnt us in Atlanta. Let 
him not forget thol)gh that a river is hard to be 
flanked, and that the rebels are now fighting 
where they will fight beslr--at their very doors
while we are at the end of a very long tether. 

GENERAL SHERMAN'S ORDER. 

HEADQUARTERS MnolTARY DIVISION OF TDE UISSls..<n'PI, } 

IN TUE FIELD NEAR DALUS, June 4, 1864. 

Special Field Orders, No. 17. 
The attention of the General commanding has 

been called to certain facts which had already 
attracted his own attention and concerning 
which he orders:' 

1. In case of skirmish or battle. the wounded 
must be brought off the field by musicians or 
non-combatants, distinguished hy a badge of 
whi te cloth on the left arm. In no case, as long 
as firing continues, should an arm cd soldier 
abandon his command in battle to attend the 
wounded.-See par. 784, Arm.1f Regulations. 

2. Hospit.'l.ls are too far to tbe rear of their 
corps or divisions; they should be kept up as 

• 	 close as possible and covercd by the shape of 
ground, and not by distance. The surgeons in 
charge are responsible that slight wounds and 
shirking be not the cause of detainiug armed 
men about their hospitals. Each attendant 
should have at all times about his person the 
written authority which justifies his presence 
at the hospital, or in passing to and from the 
command to which his hospital belongs. 

3. Skulking, shirking, and straggling behind 
in time of danger are such high detestable 
crimes that the General commanding would 
hardly presmue them possible, were it not for 
his own observation, and the report that at this 
moment soldiers are found loafing in the cabins 
to the rear, as far back as Kingston. The only 
proper fate of such miscreants is that they be 
shot as comlUon enemies to their profession and 
country; and all officers and patrols sent back 
to arrest them, will shoot them without mercy, 
on the slightest imprudence or resistance. By 
thus wandering ill the rear they desert their 
fellows, who expose themselves in battle in the 
full faith that all on the rolls are present, and 
they expose themselves to capture and ex
change as good eoldiers, to whi(;h they have no 
title. It is hereby made the duty of every olficer 
who finds such skulkers, to deli vel' them fo any 
Provost Guard, regardless of corps, to be em
ployed in menial or hard work, such as repair
ing roads, digging drains, sinks, &c. Officers, 
if found skulking, will be subjected to the same 
penalty as enlisted mCIl, viz: instant death, or 
the hardest labor and treatment. Absentees 
not accounted for, should always be mustered 
as deserters, to deprive them of their pay and 
bounties, reserved for honest soldiers. 

4. All will be styled skulkers who are found 
to the rear, absent from their proper commands 
without written authority from their proper 
commander. Oaptains cau not give orders or 

passes beyond their regimental limits ; Colonels 
beyond brigadc limits; nor Briganiers beyond 
division limits. The commandill'g Generals of 
the three departments alone can order officers 
of detachments with or without wagons, back 
to Kingston or any other general depot. 

5. If unarmed soldiers are found on horses 
or mules at a distaucc from their proper com
mand or train, any cavalry escort, or paLrol, 
will make prisoners of the men and appropriate
the horse or mule to the use of the cavalry. 

;Or~orlies to. general offi~ers on ~l1ty will be 
easily recoglllzed by beanng olficml orders or 
receipts for the same. But ea,(;h general officer 
should provide his orderlies with an official de· 
tail, to be carried with him. 

Horses or mules sent to forage or to graze, 
sh.o.uld be sen~ b.>: detachmcnt, wi~h arms and 
mlhtary orgallizatlOn, when they will always be 
respected. 

6. Brigade and regimental co.mm -.nders are 
the proper officers to keep theIr orEeel'S nd 
m~n to th~ir. places. The C?mmanding .Gener?-I 
will, by lU8 mspectors and 111 persoll, give this 
matter full attellti~n, and when ~he time comes 
for reports, on whICh to basc claims for reward 
an.d promotion, no olficer having a loose strag
glmg command need expect any favor. 

7. The commanding Generals of the three 
armies will make this order public, and or
ganize at once gnards and patrols to carry it 
into full cffcd. By order of Major-General W. 
T. Sherman. 

L. 	M. DAYTON, 
.Aide-de-Camp. 

HEADQUARTERS D£PARnrRi\"T .A:--'"D ARlIY OF} 
TE..~XF.SS1ill I:"{ TaE li'lEW 

NEAR NEW Hop~ CmjRCII, June 4', 1884. 

The above order will be read at least three 
times to every· regiment, battery, and de
tachment of this command. By order of ~fajor
General McPherson. 

"VILLIA,\[ T. CLARK, 
A. A. G. 

J. W, BARNES, 
A. A. G. 

Two ~In.Es NORTlF\VES'l OF BrG SHA~"TY,} 
GEORGIA, July 11, 1864. 

After halting two days in the vicinity of Ac· 
worth to recruit and await the completion of 
the bridge at Etowah, the army again took up 
the line of march southward at six o'clock yes
terday morning. They have already found the . 
relnctantly retreating rebels drawn up in olle 
of their usual good positions, and to-night the 
two armies are again fully deployed and lying 
in line of battle. The order of the corps had 
been much modified since the beginning of the 
campaign, and was as follows: Schofield on the 
right; ne -oCt Howard, Palmer, and McPherson, 
with General Hooker bringing up the rear, for 
once. McPherson's command extended to the 
east of the railroad, while the right was several 
miles to the west of it; all march:ng 011 paral
lel roads toward Marietta. The country b&

http:Hospit.'l.ls
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tween Allatoona Mountains, which we were now 
well out of, and the Pine Mountains (or Rills) 
where the rebels are now posted, is moderately 
leve,! and occupied by farms, and the march 
went briskly on till about 1I00n, when the ad
vance had reached a point about seven miles 
below Ackworth, and discovercd a few rebel 
skirmishers. Cruft's brigade, of Stanley's divis
ion, lmel the advance, and with the Thirty-first 
Indiana and parts of the Ninetieth Ohio and 
Twenty-first Illinois thrown out as skirmishers, 
the division advanced slowly, halting frequently 
to await the resuits of the skirmishing. TlIe 
rebels were evidently few in number, and 
retired slowly before us, throwing back now 
and then a shot, as if to lure us into a trap. 
The experience of the army near Dallas had 
taught it caution, and they wcre not to be 
induced to throw themselves gratuitonsly upon 
works which the rebels had constructed at 
their ieisure, and for that very purpose. Aco 

cordingly, as soon as we were within three-
quarters of a mile of Pine ~ountain, on top of 
which could be seen through the trees a line of 
rifle pits, and the rebels moving about among 
them, a final halt was called, and the men pro
ceeded slowly to form themselves into line. 
The various brigades turned into the thick 
woods and began scrambling their way ont to 
the riglIt and left of the road. 'iVhat bad places 
the rebels select for us to fight in I It is their 
prerogative, however, to choose their own 
grouud, and they seem disposed to make the 
most of it. Giving up all hope of a victory 
over our forces, they are seeking to weary our 
army out, and thus bl-ing' the campaign to 
naught, by taking advantage of every fi1vor
able site for fortifying stropgly, thus eompell
ing liS to do likewise and consume time. vVe 
must defend our point till the flanking can be 
got well under way, and by that time several 
days have been consnmed, and when they find 
our forces beginning to come upon their sides, 
then they quietly withdraw to choose another 
position. This Pine ~i(oUDtain is a single range 
of hills simply, running parrallel to the great 

they remained silent. The day was sp{'nt in 
perfecting and consolidating -the lines aml com
pleting the works, while the firing has been 
sparse, and almost entirely from the Union force . 
Hain has fallen in torrents, and the wagolls drag 
heavily; but trenches dig easily, and that is the 
main business on hand for several days. It is 
prctty safe to predict that there will he lit tle 
fighting of consequence hera-in front, at 
least. 

The army was surprised and gladdened to
day, by the unfamiliar sound of the railway 
whistle, the first for many days. A train 
arrived in the afternoon, and pushed clear 
down to Big Shanty. We have rumors in camp 
to-night that a train of cars was blown up on 
the road between Kingston and Resaca, by a 
torpedo, and two cars shattered to pieces. 

Napoleon says: "The frontiers of Stutes are 
either large rivers, or chains of mount.'\lns, or 
deserts. Of all these obstacles to the march of 
an army, the most difficult to overcome is the 
desert; mountains come next, and broad I'i vers 
occupy the third place." Although the Alla
toona range did not prescnt any serious obsta
cles in the matter of altitude or abruptness, yet 
they afforded many great advantages to an army 
obstinately bent on disputing the passage of 
another, and the adroitness with which thesc 
were overcome or evaded might escape i.he 
reader who did not give spccial atteution to the 
manner of it. General Johnson bad had suffi
cient time after his defeat at Resaca to fortify 
himself strongly in the naturally very !ltrong 
position of Allatoona Gap, and, expecting that 
our forces would follow him up by the line of 
the railroad, he c(\nfidently awaited their ap
proach. You have already been informed of the 
very simple and obvious expcdient by which he 
was wholly deceived, and the crossing of the 
Etowah effected without loss. Finding that his 
opponent was well over the river and marching 
south by the Dallas Road, he hastily withdrew 
from"the Gap and threw his forces before us as 
rapidly as possible. Hardee's corps arrived first. 
and in time to throw up fortifications which 

monntain chains, north of it, but presents gO'od . would prevent liS from passing more than two 
facilities for impeding a march, being composed 
of sepamte summits which command the depths 
below, and the whole densely wooded. 

In the afternoon a section of battery B, of the 
Second Pennsylvania artillery, was brought up, 
and threw a few shells wildly among the trees, 
without any effect whatever. The rebels did 
not prefer to disclose their lurking places. The 
only casualties of the day were one man, .Tohn 
F. Hoskins_ Company F, Ninetieth Ohio, killed, 
and a member of the Twenty-first Illinois, 
slightly wounded. The firing was very scatter
ing, and at long intervals. Barly this 1ll0l11ing 
the lines had been completed, and immense 
numbers of axes were then put in requisition, 

thirds of the way through the mountain range. 
He then ad vanced boldly beyond his intrench
ments sufficiellt to threaten the passage of the 
Pumpkin Vine. General Hooker, who led the 
way, was able to get over the river but one di
vision' of his corps, before he encountered t.he 
rebels, bnt he attacked so impetllollsly with this 
that they were driven back, and the remainder 
of the army allowed to cross undisturbed. Two 
thirds of the way had thus been accomplished 
without sacrillce, simply by the flanking move· 
ment from Kingston. But a third of the dis tance 
yet remaiued to be passed, before the open 
country beyond co uld be reached. Accordin;;ly , 
as soon as the lines were well formed awl the 

felling trees for the defences. Though the strength of the rebel position had been tested, 
rebels had guns planted close, as they have Ia slow but steady movement of the entire arm,\' 
shown during the I].ay, and could have made to the left and east was begun, by drawing back 

,much trouble alllong the sIV:JImiug choppers, cautiously, divisions and corps from their places, 
VOL. XL-Doc. 14 
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on the ri,rht, and marching them quietly through 
the WOOlf.~ to new positions on the left. But as 
the rebels continually followcd this up, it was 
found that it would accomplish nothing, except 
a parallel cxtension of the lines indefinitely; so 
the movement was made more rapid, and, at the 
same time, our line, which was E'llabled to be 
always a little ill advance of that of the rebels, 
was made to bear hard upon them, thus crowd
ing them slowly back. A few miles passed over 
in this manner showed the rebels that we would 
inevitably reach the level ground, where tbe two 
armies would stand on an equality, and that they 
were slowly sliding out from the cov"r of their 
works, abandoned their position in despair, and 
have taken up the one they at present occupy. 
Thus the whole of the range was gained, and, 
in doing it, our forees had, at the same time, 'ac
·complished another desirable object, the re
occupation of the railroad and the reopening of 
communication, which, by this time, was highly 
llecessary, in order to procure supplies. 

HEADQUARTERS GESER.AL Osn:RTTAU8, NEAH Kn,'mAW} 
MOUNT.Al:.\" June 15, 1864. 

The continued rain that has been pouring for 
the past few days, and made it an absolnte im
possibility to execute a,ny movement of la,rge 
bodies of troops, ceased yesterday. Still the 
time that the clerk of the weather gave the 
troops for rest, was not unimproved. The men 
were moved into position, and dispositions were 
made that any time must be made. The troops, 
too, had time to become acquainted with the 
gr ound; and, speaking of the necessities, I 
should have been glad to have had some of the 
fairest of the fair (the late Sanitary) for visitors 
to the little bark shanties, the homes pro tem of 
the "brave and the free." Therc sat the bold 
warrior, some busy writing, may be to the loved 
ones at home, or may be his diary, for these 
soldiers are savage critics, and will think for 
them~elves. "Now, then, Frank," quoth one, 
as I sat chatting with a brave, who,sans trowsers, 
sat with the before-mentioned article not-be
mentioned, across his knee, darning a rent tha t 
seemed large even to a poor slave of the quill, 
and you know-oh! but I am telling the secrets 
of Bohemia-" Frank, I sa,ys!" ,'Tell? What a 
man Logan is, I've just beon writing here about 
the Dallas fight. Lis ten. We had just gotten 
tho rebs where we wanted them, and were just 
making them hop, when along came Logan on 
horseback calling to us, "give it to 'em, boys, 
.and when they waver, go for them." Now my 
idea is that the General has just got no right to 
be doing those scrapes all the time. Say,.M:r. 
Man, what do you think about it? If you are 
all. right and ain't that man that wrote that, 
wlmt'~ lIame, about Dodge doing all thc fight
ing at Dallas? iV'hy here is your coffee and 
tax (on the boys)." 

Enough of this. The men were in splendid 
trim when they were this morning made to ex
pect a little fight, for a change of position. 

General Logan this morning received orders 

to make a demonstration on the enemy's right. 
At eleven o'clock Harrow's division was moved 
into position on the left of our line. · 

The brigade of Colonel vViliiams wus placed 
in such a position as to be able to gaiu the 
enemy's flunk. "Valcott, as gallant a sold ier 
as we have, had in his pocket the order to 
carry the erest of the hill, more than a thou
sand ya.rds distant, alld had for his support as 
good troops as thc country holds, to w'car the 
mttional blue for three years, or for the war. 
Those with Harrow were the men who were 
made to waver at Dallas by some knight. of 
the quill, who was not there. But I go from 
my story to go at a luckless reporter. 

The troops moved forward splendidly, with 
skirmishers in advance, until the timbor that 
~kirted thc base of the ridge was reached, when 
the skirmishers were (Irawn in, and the charge 
ordered. Forward they threw thcmselves. 
'Valcott leading the men, who seemed to feel 
his determined bravery as a challenge to them 
to ~tand up to their work. There, then, seemed 
uo noed of fear. The men rushed up the steep 
hill, with cheer after checr, carrying the crest, 
and dashed over the rebel line, heedless of the 
fire that was poured into their ranks. 

Some of our men were burned by the dis
charge of the rebel muskets. Soon the firing 
ceased, and tllO next scene that our eyes were 
greeted with was the marching of a line of 
men, clad in dirt colored raiment, towards us, 
which, when resolved into nmne, was discov
ered as portions of the Thirty-first ancl Fortieth 
Alabama regiments, to the number of over three 
hundred men. Our loss was forty-fivc men 
killed and wounded. 

Just as General Harrow advanced, a gallant 
charge was made by a portion of General Oster
haus' division, led by thc General himself, and 
the works in his front were carric(l, after a 
short but sharp skirmish. 

The batteries in General Blair's front were 
served with good effect, ancl, the boys say, 
" made some of the graybacks git from the rail 
pi lcs in a hmTY." To-night, as I write, the sol
diers about me are, to judge from their conver
sation, satisfied that if the affair had been an 
attack instead of a demonstration, they could 
have carried the "Iookont,;;" in their front, 
KinGsa,w and Brushy Mountains. 

BIG SHAXTYl COIm CO.,GA,,} 
.JuDo 10, 1864. 

At the invitation of a friend, ancl \\ .. .11e in 
Pulaski on business, the wnter sat at meat, 
not only with republica.ns and sinners, but 
also with rebels. A Y(HIng lady did the honors 
of the ta,ble most graeefully, taking g reat pai!ls 
in pouring out the esseu(;o of Java into cnps of 
china to display to good advantage the d"il1tiest 
taper fingcrs in the world. ,Vithal she was 
very pretty. 

The usual table talk begau, when my friend, 
who well understood her secession proclivities, 
turned to her, and pleasantly remarked: 

http:republica.ns
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" Mr. ---, my friend and onr guest, has 
r elatives ill the South-tIVo brothers in the rebel 
army." 

"'Is that true? They are fighting in a good 
cause" she said spiritedly. 

I rejoined, Co No doubt they think so," and had 
hoped to avo id a discussion of that most of aU 
unpleasant subject. In this I was doomed to 
disappointmellt. 

" How can you, :Mr. --, fight against them ?" 
she continued, half angrily. • 

"I alU not fighting or willing to fight against 
relatives, but for principle, a flag, a Government. 
Nor am I in the loyal army becallse I hate the 
South, for in my opinion tlJat man who eanllot 
rise above sectional animosities, is not equal to 
the emergency lOne can give no greater proof 
that he loves his whole country than that he is 
willing to die for its salvation." 

A warm discussion ensued, in which the young 
lady became angry at every body in general, and 
lUyself in particular. But I could not wish her 
any harm, any way. And when a few days 
afterward, her brother was caught in the act of 
burning a railroad bridgc, and she could bc 
seen, in her despair, imploringly asking" 'iVill 
the author ities hang him, my poor, dear 
brother?" I was glad to ofreI' her my heartfelt 
sympathy. 

'This same young lady, so warm an advocate 
of Southern rights, has since married a Yankee 
officer. 

In Huntsville I called upon a lady, and was 
ushered ilJto t.he parlor of a large brick mansion. 
where every thing betokened wealth and luxUl·Y. 
The walls were hung with paintings, the piano 
was most elaborately ornamented, and the floor 
waa covered with a velvet down of a Drussel~ 
carpet. Such a home I Was not it a happy 
one? 

"I'll tell you, Mr. ---," said the lady, and I 
shall never forget her saddened tone, " Defore rhe 
war we used to live luxUl'iously as a family; 
but since then many a time lmve we satdowJllo 
a breakfast consisting of only corn-bread and 
water I ~leat we could not buy, and coffee was 
out of the country." 

Her experience is but an evidence of what 
this war has done for Southern aristocracy. 
'rwo of her sons are in the Southern army and 
one of her son-in-laws is a member of the rebcl 
Congress. What must they think of an" Inde
pendence" which only affords their motber corn
bread and water. 

The effedivcness of our batteries is prover
bial. The rebels have a holy horror of them. 
\Vbile advancing on Resaca, when Sweeny's 
division was on the rigbt and in reserve, Captain 
Arndt's Michigan battery was wheeled into 
position. . 

"Do you see that house?" said the Captain, 
addressing olle of his gunners, and pointing to a 
building a mile away. 

" I do, Captain, was the response." 

" Can you hit it?" 

"Yes, sir I" 


The piece was leveled, the lanyard dra wn, 
and the chimney of the bouse fell with a 
crash! 

Any of the Sherman's batteries could have 
done the same thing. 

The Sixty-sixth Illinois infantry, or W cstern 
Sharpshooters as they call themselves, Olle of the 
best regiments in the Sixteenth corps, use the 
Hellry rifle, which, when fully charged, shoots 
sixteen times. Generally it is employed as a 
skirmish regiment. Speaking of these guns, 
some of the reLel prisollers at Dallas remarked: 

""Vhat kind of guus do you sharpshooters 
use? \~Te are forced to believe that they are 
loaded on Sunday so t.bat tbey'll shoot all the 
rest of the week! And"-alluding to the pecu
liar motion of priming these fire-arms no doubt 
-" sllch soldiers! why they a.re the most polite 
fellows we ever saw, for every time they kill one 
of us they come to a present arms!" 

If Georgill is notcd for anything bcyond its 
tar-makers it is for remorseless wood· ticks. The 
whole country is full of them. No-insect could 
be more impertinent--none more uncomfortable 
to one's feelings. . 

It was an imposing scene. A rebel regiment, 
their bayonets glistening ill the slanting rays of 
the setting sun, were having a dress parade on 
the summit of the Kenesllw Mountain. Below 
were their rifle-pits, and their comrads de Cll'mes 
occupying them. The armies of the Republic, 
flaunting the glorious old stars and stripes, were 
in the valley making gradual but confident ap
proaches. 

A courier dashed up; he hands the Adjutant a 
document. It is an order from Johnson, announ
cing that the Southern cavalry had cut the mil
road, behind Sherman, and completely severed 
hiS communic<1tion with the United tates. 
Breathless silence evinces the atteutioll which 
every wonl of the order receives, as the Adju
tant reads. Cheers are about to be given, when 
hark! loud whistlcs from Sherman's ca.rs, at ilioo 
Shanty, interrupt them. The number of whistles 
increase. Altoona, Ackworth , and 'Big Shan ty 
depots resound with them. The rebel sold iers 
set up a broad langh, and the last my infor
mants*-somc thirty in all, inelntiing four commis
sioned OfficCl:s-saw of the Adjutant, he was 
st..qlkillg away, with the order in his hand, 
ejaculating derisively, "Over the left!" "in a 
horn !" and" what will COUle next!" 

DIG SrUNTY, GEORGIA, Juno 17) 1861. 

Joe Johnson holds steadily ou his position, 
twcnty-six miles north of Atlauta, thongh the 
heavy skirmishing along his front for thc past 
three days, has compelled him to sharply de
fin e his tines. His line IS now closely circum
scribed by oW's. In no plaec :Ire the hostile 
parallels more than a m l1sket-shot apart. The 
rcbel right rests on Kenesaw MOlUltain, on the 

*A company of Western Virginians, who de.sertod t.ho sink .. 
ing sl.lip of tho conspirators, and Co:'lmc iuto our lines ycstl'r. 
day, tolls tbis stOl'Y, which is well authenticaLed by the 
circumstances. 
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railroad, four miles north of M ariotta, their left 
on Lost Mountain, some six miles west of Kine
saw. Between these two formidable ridges the 
rebelH have gradually been forced back from a 
triangle. with the apex toward us, until their 
line is but a faint crescent, their centre still 
being slightly advanced. Right, left and centre, 
their position is closely invested. Onr troops 
have shed parallel after parallel, until the 
country ill their rear is furrowed with rifle-pits 
and abattis, and scored with a labyrinth of 
roads. 

The country is covered with primitive forests, 
and in very few places are there cleared spans 
sufficiently large to display the movements of a 
brigade. There is an abundance of scrubby 
undergrowth which hides everything a few 
yards distant from view, and when one in
spects the difficulties, it seems hardly credible 
-though such is the case-that we have fully 
developed the enemy's position with two days' 
skirmish enterprise. 

For ten days we have had :nore or less ra;.n, 
and tow!J.rd the cnd of the period the water 
descended as it only can come down in a Sonth
ern latitude. The June rains that nearly drowned 
Rosecra.ns' army, in the advance on Tullahoma, 
were duplicated, and old campaigners speak of 
that watery siege with decreasing respect. The 
bad roads became impassable. Every body was 
drenched. The trees dropped the intercep.ted 
moisture in tears as big as walnuts. The count
less mule.q of the trains looked more than ever 
like the rodent tribe, which Norway has gen
eraly implanted in every hemisphere, and team
sters became silent, because the dynamics of 
profanity were exhausted. Skirmishers shot at 
each other under complUsion. It did seem ut
terly superfluous to be wasting powder and ball 
all a melancholy, dripping humau effigy, envel
oped in pouches, pulling away at an unequal 
pipe, and despairiugly stalking frum one tree to 
another taking an iuvoluntary bath. Skirmish
ing was not brisk t11ese days. H was perhaps 
suspended from malice, for few men of average 
vindictiveness would shoot an enemy, while he 
was as clammy as a cod, and had a crawling 
rivulet trained down his back. 

It is fortunate that by the time these incessant 
rains were upon us, we were fully established 
on the railroad. It would have been simply im
possible to transport supplies via Kingston and 
Dallas. In fair weather that route was difficult 
and for the supply of an army as large as Sher
man's, impracticable \lllder the most propitious 
circumstances. 

Fair weather dawned once more, day before 
y.esterday morning, and with it renewed hostili
ties on the skirmish lines. Movements have 
been active ever since, the history of which is 
subjoined. 

July 14 and 15.-0n the fourteenth no fight
ing of importa.nce took place, owing to the 
almost impassable roarls. About noon, however, 
the Fourteenth and Fourth Corps advanced 
their lines slightly, which brOllght on "ery 

slight skirmishing, and con tinned all the after
noon The enemy responded to ouy fire with 
very litt.le vigor, and gradually gave back. In 
front of the Fourth Corps, however, there were 
bricf intervals wheu the skirmiHhing was 
quite spirited on hoth sides. Our artiilery 
kept up a steady fire all the afternoon from 
the lcourth Corps, directed upon Pine Knob, 
a very high hill, which the enemy had heavi
ly frotifled, and upon which he had twe.nty 
pieces of cannon planted, very few of which 
opened in response to the vigorous salntes of 
Simonsou's Fifth Indiana ba ttery, attached to 
General Stanley's division. Simonson's battery, 
or at least one section of it, under command of 
Lieutenant Allison, opened at elev'ln o'clock 
from a commanding point to the west of the 
knob upon the enemy. The second shot fired 
exploded immediately iu front of Generals Hal'
ciee, Johnston and Polk, who were standing to
gcther in consultation, and a fragment entered 
the breast of General Polk, passed through the 
body, causing instant death. Of this there is 
not the slightest doubt, as all prisoners and de
serters b.ken in the afternoon agrccd as to the 
manner in which the Reverend Lieutenant-Gen
eralmet a traitor's death. 

Baird's division of the Fourteenth Corps, 
whieh was on Howard's left, skirmished all the 
afternoon with the enemy, whose line was 
crowded back steadily until dark. JO!luson's 
division (now commanded by Brigadier-GOlt
eral King, during Geueral Johnson's absence, 
from the effects of a latc wound,) and Davis'di
vision advanced their lines, but their efforts to 
find an enemy in their front fu.iled, as the enemy 
had deserted that portion of the line entirely. 
Pine Knob rises out of a valley, and can eas:!)' be 
flanked. General Howard's corps pnshed for
ward on the left toward thc Marietta and Burnt 
Hickory Road, while a demonstration was made 
on the right by a portion of General Hooker's 
corps. Night found our line advauced between 
a half and three fourths of a mile. 

On the morning of the fifteenth, it was dis
covered by General Newton, of the Second di
vision, Fourth Corps, that the ellemy had, during 
the night, evaeuated the Knob, and, with his ar
tillery and infantry, fallen back to his main 
line running nearly parallel with the Marietta 
and Burnt Hickory Road. This gave us pos
session of the above road, which was one 'of 
the objects of the demonstration, as well as the 
Knob, from which point an excellent view of 
the enemy's line could be had. It also·alt'orded 
an excellent point from which to open signal 
communication between General Schofield, who 
was on the extreme right, the town of Big 
Shanty, where General Sherman's headquartcrs 
are situated, and General McPherson's command 
on the left. At eight A. M" Captain Leonard, 
Chief Signal Officer of the Fourth corps, estab
lished a station on the Knob, and immediately 
opened with Hooker and Schofield. Subse
quently communication was opened with other 
portions of the line. 

. ~ 
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Some two hours were consnmed in forming 
our line on the sOllth of, and nearly parallel 
with the lIhrietta road. About noon <leneral 
Schofield advanced in heavy skirmish line, well 
supported with art.ilIery, npon the rebel left and 
fought them all the afternoon, losing but few 
Dlen and gaining many valuable advantages, 
particulars of which will be furnished you by 
your correspondent on the right. 
• The loss on anI' sidc in the skirmish of the 
fourtecnth was quitc small; while a number of 
bodies found next morning unburied on and 
about the Knob, indicated that our artillery, 
wh ich got a fire upon the Knob from three di
rections produced its fruits. 

A t an early hour on the morning of the fif
teenth General McPherson's command on the 
left, which extends from the left of the Four
tcen th corps to beyond the ra ilroad, advanced 
upon the enemy, with very strong lilies, sup
ported by artillery; fonght them all day very 
energeti<;al\y, driving them slowly back upon 
Kenesaw Mountains. The fire of j\fePherson's 
command met with vigorous response. Mc
Pherson capturcd four hundred prisoners dnring 
the afternoon. He got all enfiiading artillery 
fire npon the enemy, who had taken refuge ill 
his first linc of ureastworks, drove them from 
it, and to-night McPherson leads the first line at 
01' nea,r tbe base of Kenesaw MOUl,tains. His 
loss was trifling. 

AN" ASSAULT ON THE CEXTRE. 

Abollt four o'clock P. ~r. , the Fourth and Fifth 
corps formed and advanced by column in mnss, 
with brigade front and lines of skjrmishers 
thrown out. The demonstration was made 
chiefly by tho Fourth corps, supported by 
Palmer all the left. Newton's division, of the 
Fourth corps, led the move:nent; the Forty-sec
ond ancl Fifty-first Illinois, under Colonel Bra,d
ley, acting as skirmishers. The enemy's skir
mishers were eneount.ercd and driven about half 
t~ mile, when they t.ook refuge behilld a breast. 
work, composed of railway ties, about three feet 
high. The skirmishers of the Fourth corps, 
With those of Baird on the \eft, and Stanley on the 
right, moved forward and carried the breastworks 
which were lJpOll the crest of a small ridge. 
Pnshing rapidly forward with the Third Keu
tuck)' and other regiments thrown in as skir
mishers, Colonel Bradley drove the enemy from 
the second line of ridges, ann got within sev
enty-five or one hundred yards of the enemy's 
main line, in front of which was another line of 
works, from which the rebel skirmishers rushed 
out and charged upon am skirmishers, who 
promptly drove them back. While these oper
ations were iri progress, the enemy opened his 
artillery and uncovered his posi tioll to us. The 
main at.tacking column were -not sr.nt forward, 
and night coming on, the skirmishers were with
drawn to a position on the first ridge about two 
hundred and fifty yards from the enemy's artil
lery, where to-night strong fortifications .were 

erected, and om artillery placed in position to 
operate upon the enemy to-morrow. General 
,;Vood's di yision was in supporting distance of 
~ewton, but neither division was enga.ged, cx
cept the regiments who a,cted as skirmishers, 
a,nd who behaved most gallantly under the vol
leys of grape and oanistcT poured into them by 
the rebel artillery. The skirmishers of Stan
ley's division were the Ninth Indiana, Fifty-ninth 
Illinois, and Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania, the 
whole I1nc1er Major Carter, of the Ninth Indi 
ana. 

Hooker's command supported Howa.rd on the 
right, ami did splendid work. No a.rtillery was 
brought into action ill the Fourth or FOlu'teenth 
corps. Hooker's artillery shelled the enemy 
vigoronsly. 

'Vhile the skirmishers advanced, an infamous 
rebel assassin named C. H. Jones, company C, 
Sixth ll'luric\a, fell behind our skirmishers and 
hid himself. When Captain Towsley's ambu
lance corps were eollecting tbe wounded, Jones, 
from his hiding place, fired ancl woundcd one of 
the stretcher-carriers, alld immediately came out 
and surrendered himself, stating that he was 
tired of the war and had deserted. Oue of the 
ambulance corps saw him fire upon his compan
ion, and to-night great incligoat,iol] is felt, round 
our headquarters, where the murderer has been 
provided with quarters. 

The assault npon the centre was so well 
planned and rapidly executed, that the enemy 
was completely taken by surprise. Our loss is 
very light, probably not one hundred in the 
three corps who took part in the assault. 

The da.y hus becn one of success along the 
whole line, which hus becn advam;ed, some 
portions a. mile, a.nd in other portions two and 
a half miles, and this with a tota-l loss of proba
bly less than three hundred men. The enemy 
are just beginning to disoover that General 
Sherman a-nd his troops can storm breastworks 
and masked batteries as well as execute flank 
movements. 

The Twentieth and Twenty-third corps, the 
latter on the extreme right, supported by the 
cavalry division of General Stoneman, moved to 
their positions on the fifteenth, which had been 
at an angle to the southwest, with thc main line, 
a.nd their skirmishers soon came upon those uf 
the rebels. 1'he la,tter feU ba.ck slowly before 
them, exchanging a few shots to dr..w them on. 
The division of General Hascall, together with 
the dismonnted cavalry, commanded by Colonel 
IVatson, appeared to e:'dend beyond the ene
my's main force ; that of General Cox, however, 
encountered opposition. The Sand !l'own road 
formed the dividing line between the Twentieth 
and Twenty-third corps, and determined the 
line of advance. That the enemy were ill infe
rior force on our right, is evident from the fact 
that Lieutenant Reynolds, of the Signal corps, 
had nearly reached the summit of Lost Moun· 
t.ain, supported by a small squad of cavalry, 
whon he was hailed by three shots frorn t. 
sigua.l statiOll, which alone occupied the place, 
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but by their firing put t.he cavalry-men to rout. 
The disgust of the Lieutenant was great; as by 
this means a valuable post for observation was 
allowed to slip throngh his fingers. He declared 
that with four resolute infantrymen he could 
have carried the heights and established his 
flag. 

About noon the rebel skirmish line in front 
of General Cox, who was by this time slightly 
in advance of' the Twentieth corps, arrived 
sufficiently near its snpporting reserves who 
'Were strongly posted 011 a ridge and intrcnched, 
to halt and begin to deliver a strong fire. Their 
fortifications could be seen qnite plainly in the 
edge of the wood, at the opposite side of the 
cleared interval, ana the g(mtie slope in front 
was dotted with detached rifle-pits from which 
sharp-shooters played upon our line with con
siderahle effect. Finding that he had devel
oped their position, General Cox brought up 
and planted four pieces each of battcry D, First 
Ohio, and battery D, of the Fifteenth Indiana, 
which poured into them, at a distance of Ihree 
quarters of a mile, rapid and effective volleys 
of shells, to which they could not or would not 
reply. The position of the ground was snch as 
to give admimble effect to 0111' firing. The 
shells were accurately sent, anclliterall.r shaverl 
the summit of the opposing hill, and, following 
along down parallel with its descent, ploughed 
tlu'ough the tents and their inhabitants at will.· 
Pri 'oners taken SOOII after, and bloody traces 
foulld upon the ground when we took it, testify 
alike to their havoc. The First Rnd Fifty-sev
entll Georgia were brokcn and fl ed in confusion. 
Up ward of forty prisoners, mainly from these 
two regiments, were taken by our fellows, and 
the IIlanner of their capture was as honorable 
to the firing of oui' /1:unuers as it was vexatious 
to the captives. They were advanced, as I 
have said, a little distance down the side of the 
hill, and stationed in little temporary works 
built of rails, and the explosion of our shells on 
the top of the hill in their rear was so rapid 
that t.hey dared not retreat, and were forced to 
lie still, while our boys ma.rched stealthily for
ward and laid h,mds upon them. They curscd 
their leaders beyond measure, because they did 
not employ artillery in response to ours, when 
they had it posted so favorably as it was. 
Other prisoners were taleell by having becn left 
on the skirmish line by their reserves, who de
parted without giving due eotice of the fa ct, 
and left them to be ". flanked" by our boys. 
The Nineteenth Ohio battery, Captain Shields, 
also did effective service in shclling the rebel 

and turned to wilhdraw. A whole volley was 
at that moment poured into him, and he fell 
falally pierced by four bullets. He survived 
but a few hours. ' 

As soon as the batteries ceased playing, the 
entire division, with the Eighth Tennessee and 
Sixty-fifth Illinois as skirmisbers, acl\-anced 
rapidly anel found the rebel works deserted. 
They had fallcn back in hastc to another line 
stretching from Lost Monnt:1ill to Kenesaw 
l\Iountain, which their prisoners said, and we 
afterward discovered, to be their main line
their ultimate reliance. But the first one whi<.:h 
we had taken was sufficiently strong, and might 
have offered much more opposition. 

The losses in this adva.nce weTe slight. owing 
to the entire absence of aTtillery firing from 
the enemy. 

The advanee of the Twenty-third corps was 
ended about noon, and at once some of the 
guns were brought over and planteJ in the old 
rebel works to be employed again, perha,ps, 
upon their nex t one, a mile or two distant. It 
had moved in such a direction with regard to 
the main lin e, that the Second corps bega.n now 
to be crowded between it and the }'ourth 011 

the left. It was accordingly moved by the 
right flank to g ive room, and placed en echelon 
while General Hooker prep<1red to bring up his 
command even wi~h those on its fla.nks. Early 
in the aftornoon the Twent.ieth corps began to 
move forwurrl, and as the Twenty-third on its 
right and Fourth 011 its left had already slightly 
pass"cd it, and were firing into the rebels in 
Hooker's front" endways," as they expressed it. 
the corps met litt.le resist.ance till they ap
proached this main line, of which I have 
spoken a.bove, the back-bone of the rcbel posi
tion at this point. The Third division (General 
Butterfield's) occupied the right, resting on the 
Sandtown road, a.nd W<1.8 drawn up about three 
o'clock in the nJtel'lloon, in a cIe<1red field in the 
rear of a protecting hill , in fivc lines. The 
Second di Vision (Geary's) was next on the left, 
and the First division, with the exception of 
General Knipe's brigade, which was sent in on 
t.he left of General Bu tterfield, was held in 
reserve in rear of the Second. The Second 
division moved out from its position 011 the 
main line, and passing south of Pine Mountain, 
which was already occnpied by the Fourth 
corps, compelled the rebels t.o fall back from a 
line of breastworks a mile in extent. running 
north and south. This result was brought about 
by Genoral Geary debouching to tbe east and 
coming in their rear. 

line, preparatory to our advance. This battery The Third brigadc (Colonel Irehnd) was then 
was posted on the right of Genoral Cox's Iformed in it cOIltinnous line, and pushed forward 
division. 

A short time before the batteries ceased firing 
a sad mishap occurrcd, in the dea th of Lieuten
.ant William H. Knowles, Sixty-fifth Illinois, ,,"ot
ing Inspector-General to Coloncl Cameron's bri
gade. Riding rashly on t into the very skirmish 
line, he was warned repeatedly of his danger, 
but continued to advance till he was satisfied 

throngh a piece of open timber to encounter the 
enemy, a.nd rlevelop his position. The nature 
of the gTouncl in the rear lWei the density of tbe 
forests, prevented the employme nt of any snp· 
porting batteries, while the rehels had ten 
pieces and employed them all. The rebel skir
mishers were driven from crest to crest, until 
they rallied upon theil' main line 01' broastworks, 
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about. a mile south of Pine Mountain. Cleburne's 
division, and a portion of Walker's, were drawn 
up in line, about a quarter of a mile in ad vance 
0[' their works. The division advanced to the 
attack in fine style, the lines steady almost as on 
dress-parade, and the llien cool, and about four 
o'clock, they began to Illove upon the rebel line, 
and, despite a stubborn resistance, drove them 
steadily beyond their works. The rebels opcned 
then with a battery, directed upon the rigbt of 
the division, but they were only permitted to 
fire six rounds, wben tbcy were silenced by Ire
land's brigade. 'fLoy were discovered moving 
a column rapidly through an open space, as if 
intending to turn the left of tho division, and 
orders were at once desoatched to General 
Williar.~s to lwrry up his division in support. 
But it was only a strategem to cover a solid move
ment upon the right of the division, wbich had 
by this time prcssed forward considerably in 
advancc of Butterfield's division, and now 
fouud itself floating in the air. Here was thc 
rcaI point of danger, but it was prompt.ly met 
by the One Hundred and Second and part of the 
Sixtieth New York, which were on the extreme 
right, and by swinging partly round and pre
S0llting a new front. repelled the assault aud 
saved the flank. The division advanced to 
within eighty yards of the breastworks, and 
held their gronnd; but as it was ullsupported 
on bOLb flanks, and the rebel line was their mam 
one, and very strong, it was, of conrse, imprac
ticable for it to attempt to carry it.. 

The effect of the rapid discharges of grape 
and canister at short range upon the division 
had been very severc, causing a loss of about 
six hundred. The missing were vcry few in 
number, as were also the prisoners taken. , Over sixty rounels of ammnnition were ex
pended in the attack, and, for lack of roads 
which were practicable for the ponderous am
muuition wagons, a limited sllPply was hurried 
up 011 thc backs of team mules. 

The di vision had silenced all the ten guns in 
its front. Oue regiment, the Twenty-eighth 
PeuDsyl vania, unmanning three of them, and 
the Sixty-sixth Ohio another, and have kept 
them thus throughout the night and up to this 
time. If only the rebel line could he broken, 
on it.s flunks a.nd driven back, the Second divi
sion would be enabled t.o carry off these, its 
fairly and hardly-won trophies, in triumph. 

About six o'clock. P. )1., General Butterfield's 
division had deployed into position a little in 
rear of the piece of woods in which the rebels 
were hE'king, and upon advancing a sbort dis
tancc into it the tiring became general in front 
of the two divisions, aud continned to be very 
heavy tilluight, when it begun slowly to slacken. 
The Third divis;on had been able t.o advance 
nearly the entire distance through a cleared 
field, in which a rebel line conld not be posted, 
and as it reached the woods la te and was 
engaged a shorter time thall the Second, its 
losses were much lighter, not, perhaps, mnch 
over one hundred and sixty. The General led 

) 

the division in column of brigades, the Third 
brigade, General \'Vard, being in ad vanco and 
suft'ering most severely in consequence, and he 
had advanced but a little distance into the ti m
ber when three batteries opened on tbem; a 
heavy fire of grape and canister went sma b
ing through the trees at a raLe which, had it 
continued any great length of time, mnst have 
proved very destructive. Their shells, also, 
raked through the first line and flying hIgh over 
the heads of' the last, lodged in the midst of a 
promiscuous congregation of camp-followers, 
correspondents and the like, producing an active 
stampede among them to the no small amuse
ment of veterans. The division bore the rebels 
magnifil:entiy along ahead of it, over their first 
rude linc of works, till they got within their 
second, behind which they made a stand. .:30 

impetuously did the men advance, that before 
they were well aware of it, they had left a gap 
on the right, between themselves and the 
Twenty-third corps, and were threatened with 
a flank attack. Twu regimeuts were imme
diately refused, and swinging back, closed the 
perilous interval, and rendered the position se
cure. 

General Butterfield and staff emulated the 
splendid bravery of their regiments, rid ing to 
all points where orders were to be exeCl! ed or 
delivered, with as little apparent hesi to'ltlOu as 
if the air was not thick with flyillg bullets. The 
General was made the immediate and direct ob
ject of sharpshooters' aim for the twenty-fourth 
time in this short war, aad yct escaped with 
impunity. 

Ea.rly in the evening, Major Griffin, command· 
ing the Nilleteenth Michigan, was mortally 
wounded through the lungs. and died the next 
momillg. His flame was mentioned by the 
General as that uf an officer who had distin
gllisherl himself by the display of every quality 
pertaining to an able leader and fearless soldier. 
Among others wounded were Major Z. S. Ra
gan, Seventieth Indiana; Captain McManus, 
Second Illinois, and C<1pta.in Sleeth of the same. 

Among the prisoners brought in during the 
day by the Twenty-third corps, were several 
fWIll the li'irst Georgia, whose intelligence ap
'peared to be somewhat above the common level, 
who bad corne in voluntarily and given thom
selves up. One, in particular, said he had been 
long waiting for the opportunit.y, which hai 
come at last. He lingered in a rifle-pit until he 
could hang out his handkerchief in front with
out being discovered by his retreating comrades. 
He dreaded to have the word couveyed to hiB 
friends tbat he was a deserter. He deelared 
that one half his regiment, and otherH that he 
knew. would follow his example were it not for 
that, a,nd for the fear tbey have, and which their 
leaders have sedulously inCllleated, that they wi!! 
bc impressed into our armies as S0011 as they 
have taken the oath of amnesty: This lying insin
uation has been circulated among tllem, and made 
to wear some coloring of plausibility from the 
voluntary enlistments which have, ill some, 
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caRes taken place among released prisoners, 
and which the rebels of course, represented to 
their ignorant followers as involuntary. This 
prisoner also stated that the rebel authorities 
were making trcmendolls prepartious to resist 
us at the Chattahoochee·- employing constantly 
four thousand negroes upou the fortifications of 
the opposite bank. 

During the sixteenth the Twenty.thin! corps 
was advanced about a half mile beyond the 
strong works they had constructed the night 
before, aud occupied a position running more 
nearly north and south than the previous one. 
The great rebel line of works stretches from 
Lost Mountain in a northeast direction for about 
two miles, and it was as opposing this and pre
paring to uncover its exact locality, that the 
movement was made. But little skirmishing 
was kept up during the day, as the r ebels were 
falling back slowly, as usual, upon the ma.in 
stay of fortifieatlOns. General Bllttertield also 
got into position in his front eighteen pieces 
of artillery, and with a remembrance still lin
gering in his mind of the rebel cannonade of the 
previous evening, he ordered them to fire by 
batteries. A few rounds of this sort of pound
ing effectually silenced the rebels till nigh t. 
Pretty severe skirmishing took place along the 
line, killing and wounding about fifty men, most 
of whom werc struck early in the d,1.Y. The 
rebel firing was unusnally spiteful and effective. 
Colonel Smith, of the One Hundred and Second 
lilinois, went out with an escort of ten men 
LO inspect the ground where the cannons werc 
about to be planted, when they opened a volley 
upon them, killing one man, and wOlluding sevcral 
others beside the Colooel; of the whole party 
of eleven who had gone ollt, but two returued 
unhmt. 

June 16.-To day I met a very intelligent staff 
officer, connected with the Fourth corps, who 
gavc me a very accurate narrative of the 
opemtions of the Fourr.h corps from the time 
it left Resaca in pnrsuit of the enemy until 
its arrival nea!' this poiIlt. On starting upon the 
sixteenth ult.. in pursuit of the fleeing enemy 
from Hesaea, the Fourth were given the advance 
on the line of the rail way and the dirt road 
running paraJlel to it, which they held all the' 
way to Cassville, and had almost houriy skir
mishing with the encmy along the whole route 
of march. In all these skirmishes the corps 
fully maintained its well-won name for irresisti
bility and bravery. On the twentieth it was 
relieved by the Twentieth corps which took the 
lead. For ten days and ten nights, a large por
tion of the corps WM under fire, and in all that 
time were not relieved; yet there was no com
plai.nt. The men were cheerful l1nd the officers 
felt that they were bnt performilll; their duty. 
During the campaign from Hinggold to Jnne 
first, the whole loss ib the corps was three thou
sand eight hundred and six, in killed, wOlluded, 
and prisoners. Only about one hundred anel 
fifteen prisoners were taken from the corps, 
while the missing is nit. 

During thc spirited skirmish that took place 
at Adairsville, tbe artillery fire of the enemy is 
represented as baving been remarkable. One 
shell dismounted Colonel '1'. J. Morg'an and 
Lien tcnant-Colonel Fullertou of the corps staff, 
struck the horses of two of t.he onlerfies and 
one of the escort, carried one of the bars off the 
shonlder-strap of Captain Bliss, of General New
ton's staff, who was standing near, and fillishcd its 
work by slightlywoundil1g one of the orderlies. 

The battle of Pickett's Mill, on t.he twenty· 
sevcnth, in which 'VVood's division acted so 
handsomely, was briefly described by one of 
your correspondents, but I have lcumed f\ 

few additional facts in whioh the pubJie may 
be interested. The ground npon which the 
enemy had made a stand, and it was believed 
had heavily fortified, ....'as in a thick and almost 
inaccessible wood, whose hills of various 
sizcs, and ridges, rose out of the valley in which 
were dcep and swampy ravines, S l) thickly 
covered with vines, creepers and undergrowth 
of various kinds, that they presen ted ba.rriers of 
no mean sort to an ad vance. AII the h ills were 
strongly fortified by hastily thrown np works, 
from behind which, as Wood boldly and gallant
ly advanced his division, desperatc volleys of 
musketry, grape, shrapnel, and canister were 
dclivcred into his ranks, yet the line did not 
break; for a moment after the siwek there was 
a perceptible wavering along thc iinp. , wlwn for
ward with a cheer the men would rush to meet 
another vollcy, equally as deadly in its effects. 
The enemy werc dnven from one ridge to 
another, anI' serried rallks were closed up, anrl 
onward moved the veterans of "VooJ to the 
charge. At last a ridge was rcached wherc the 
enemy was intrenched behind very strong 
works; from which the fire was most dest,rue
tive. Fivc regiments who were on the skirmish 
line, the Nineteenth Oilio, Seventy-ninth Inrliana, 
Ninth and Scventeenth Kentucky, and the Sev
ellty-eighth Pennsylvania, while advancing, came 
upon a rail fence. Tllc order was given to 
r emo ve the fence and construct a lmrri(;ade. 
Seizing a mil, each of the boys charged up the ' 
hill to it.s crest, with a rail in one hand and gun 
in the other, and under a deadly firc constructed 
their barricade, behind which they lay returning 
the euemy's fire until eleven o'clook [1t night, 
when they retired. So desperate was the 6gh t
ing tha.t in two hours Wood lost fonr hundred 
and sevcnty-fiv!) mell killed, and seven hundred 
and eighty-two wounded, or a total of aile thou
sand folll' hundred and fifty-sev en. 'frees from 
four to five inches in diameter were cut dowu by 
bullets from the enemy's fire. The ' Fortycninth 
Ohio in this bloody engagcment lost t.wo hun
drcd and lifty-two m"lll ont of four hun<lred and 
seventy-five taken into the battlc. All author
ities agree that the engagement was the severest 
of the campltigu, and the division led by the 
stubborn Wood have the full ercdit of a gallant 
resistanee in a position where most commands 
would have retired and given up the coutest, 
without disgrace. General Howard is justly 
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proud of the division, and knows that he can 
dcpend upon it every time. Indeed, the whole 
corpS, fr0m R~lggold to 13ig Shanty, have covered 'r themsel ves with glory. 

Colonel Vandeveer, commanding a 'brigarle in 
the Third division, Fourteenth corps, is quite 
ill but is recovering. General Crnft of Stanley's 
di~ision, is also very ill, and his brigade is now 
commanded by Colonel Kirby, of the One hun
dred and First Ohio. 

Nothing of any moment was accomplished on 
the centre, or line of the Fourth and Fonrteenth 
Corps to-day (sixteenth). Slight skirmishing has 
been progressing all day, with a gradual ad vance 
of our lines, but the los8 was but fifteen or 
twenty. 'rhe batteries planted on our earth
works, thrown up on the night of the fifteenth, 
shelled the enemy's works quite vigorously, and 
inflidcd quite a heavy 108s npon him. Late in 
the afternoon, Kimball's brigade, of Newton's 
divisiou, was thrown forward to an advanced 
position, and intrenched itself within three bun
dred yards of the enemy's main line of works, 
and toward evening the other brigade of New
bn advanced and took position on the right a,nd 
left. Artillery was placed in commanding 
position early in the evening,and opened upon the 
enemy, relluering his position quile ullcomfort
able. Stanley'A division has skirmisbed all day 
with the enemy, and .lost very lightly. 

Baird, of the Fourteenth corps, skirwished all 
day, bnt had but trifling loss in bis division. 

Last night, at dark, when firing ceased on the 
centrc, our Jines were about four hundred yards 
in advance of the position of the moruing. The 
enemy betrays unmistakable signs of uneasiness 
to-night, having been so closely pressed all clay. 

To-day. Captain Simonson, 'formerly of the 
Fifth Indiana battery, and one of the best artil
lerists in the Fourth corps, who has been acting 
af.l Chief of Artillery for General Stanley, finding 
it irn~ossible to tell where to direct his fire, 
went ant on our advance skirmish line, where 
he took a position, and for:11ing a chain line of 
men, pasGed back from one to another lnstrue
tions to the batteries where to direct their fire. 
He was eonstatl!ly expose(l all tho afternoon, to 
meet with ins tant death. At night, just brefore 
dark, while looking through an embrasure, he 
was struck in the head by a musket ball anel in
stantlyexpire:i. No braver man ever sighted a 
gun; in social life he was nniveJ'sally beloved, 
not only for his military skill but also for his 
quiet, unassuming manner. His loss will be 
much felt in the corps. The Captain hltd a 
brother-in-law killed at Dallas, and on Tuesday, 
when his battery killed Gcncral Polk, he re
marked that he had avenged his relative's death. 
Little did tbe brave Simollson then suppose 
that his days of usefulness were so nearly nUIll
bered. ilis nmny friends at home ami in the 
army will have the satisfaction of knowing that 
Simollson died in harness, nobly battling for lhe 
overthrow of treason. May the brave soldier 
rest in pellce. His body goes to Chatta,lOog,t to 
morrow, in charge of a brotber officer. 

June 17, 5 A. M.-General Howard has just 
received a despatch from General Stanley, that 
the enemy had disappeared from the front, and 
that he entered his works at 3.30 this morning. 
Hooker also reports tbat he can fi,ld no enemy 
in 11is front. 

653 A. M.-Ten prisoners just brought in 
fl'OIll Stanley's front, report that the enemy has 
withdrawn his centre two llliles, but still holds 
his olel position at Kenesaw Mountain on our 
left, and Lost Mountain on our right. This 
seems to be confirmed by the fact tha.t heavy 
firing has been heard all night allCl this mOl'll ing 
in Schofield's frollt, and wilile I write. the cLlcmy 
on the left centre arc responding to Palmer's vig
or01lS ad va,nce upon him, lmmediately to the 
right of Kenesaw. 

It is now nine A. M., and firing in the front of 
Palmer has ncarly died away. Nothing is heard 
but occasional artillery aud musketry reports on 
the extreme left of P<1lmer's corps, and on Mc
Pherson's right. The enemy has not yet been 
founel on the centre, where Howard Ins b3en 
advancing with artillery and infantry through 
the deserted works of the enemy, wh ich are 
very formidable in their appearance. eventy
two prisor:crs, chiefly taken by Stanley, have 
been sent in to corps headquarters this morning. 
Haro.ee 's is the corps that Howard and Palmer 
have been fighting for two clays. 

General Loring is reported as General Polk's 
sneeessor in command of the corps. A few 
deserters eOllle to us , but it is generally all the 
retreat, when tlley fall behind purposely to be 
e'l,pturcd. At no other Lime is it safe to attempt 
to desert, especidl'y as desertion is sure to be 
followed by a J:lublie shooting exhibitioll. 

NEJoH KE.'\"':ES.\W ::\10UXl'AJ'I'. :A., l 
.June :!Oth,1S6 I, ~ 

Johnston's army ls yielding line after line of 
works. Instead of their bold and dC'fiant front 
of a week ago, sweap ing from KenesJ,w to Lost 
~foulttaill, with their centre advancer[ to Pine 
Knob, tiJree or fonr miles north of their flanks, 
they are already circumsoribed arouttcl their 
con"tral ancllast sh·onghold-Kenes<1w. In army 
parbnce, thoy are losing their grip. First, tbeir 
cetttre at Pine Knob, where General Polk fell, 
was enlilacled, anu their heavy works were ren
dered worse than vltlnele~s. Next our lines 
enveloped theirs on their flanks with 811ch vig
orous audacity that th ey relaxed their hold on 
Lost Mouutain, the citadel all their left flank. 
Still the pressure eoutinnes. No sa,erifice they 
make of position, lessens the terrible morn ntum 
of S'lerlllan's army for longer than twenty-four 
hOlUS. Like the breaking up of a broltd, iee
bOllnd river, this great movement pro;;resses. 
All irresistible superiority in force, plll>hes the 
eHcmy back mile after mile. Thev have aban
dOllCcl not less than six 01' sev'en parallels, 
several of them constructed with great labo.-, 
amI aiming in their general eonfignn,tiolls to be 
elaborately scientific. This is the preeise situ
ation. We crowd them day and night-push 
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t.hem from tree to tree, frbm ridge to ridge, 
from earthwork to earth ""ark, from th eir firs t 
position to their last. A vas t skirmish blu7.es 
from morning to ni -ht, along the ten or twelve 

iles of infantry lines. and OIU' gun~ fill the air 
wi th round, reverberating oaths, drowning often 
the spi t ful expletives of the musket. The ene
my's sharpshooters reply bi t terly to OUl'S, hnt 
their artillery is very retieent. They seem to 
be nnrsillg one grand, eonsuming hope-that 
we propose to assault-. But Sherman seOlllS 
salisli d \~ i ~h his st.eady progress, aBd, to return 
to our fngld metaphor, prefers to let the ice 
float dOWIl the ri vel' in its own good time, in
s tead of expending energy in accelerating the 
motion of any particular floc. If we continue 
to make the mile per day which we now uotch 
behind us regnlarly, we shall be in Atlanta in 
twenty-five days, by the mile-stones. 

Our right wing is now threateniug Marietta, 
four or five miles in rear of the rebel strong
hold at Keuesaw. Our left is also working past 
K nesaw. Both rebel flanks, espeeially their 
left, are bent back, and it would certainly seem 
that Johnston should be retreating unless be 
intends fighting with his wings back to b(1ck, 
and by that means get our wings to shooting 
e(1ch other. It is believe::! eert(1in tha,t the rebel 
army must soon retreat south of Hie Ch(1tta
hoo hee river, where their prisoners now say 
will be m.lde the Inst ditch. I cannot but be
lieve, however, after seeing the strength and 
number of their fortifications, and witnessing 
the ten(1city of their resistance, tba t they may 
at some time have intended to make Kcnesaw 
their last ditch. We shall see. This much is 
cerlain - they are losing their hold on the 
strongest position between here and Atlanta. 

Our liucs arc close to Kenesaw Mountain, and 
within very easy range of the lIurnerons rebel 
guns planted on that bold feature iu the land
scape. _But we have great diITieulty in develop
ing the whereabouts of their guns, as they keep 
determined silence, in order to slaughter the 
Yankees by wholesale in case they lll(1ke the 
hoped-for assaul t. The fire of our batteries on 
the lell and right ceuter h(1ving failed to pro
voke (1 competent answer, a locomotive was 
brought into aCtion. 'rhe railroad is in plaill 
sight of Kenesaw for several miles, and the 
rebels on that lofty peak observed, with increas
ing though undefinable apprehension, the fuming 
iron horse, gliding at a good rate of speerl 
toward their position. The pace of the engine 
was not lessened until it had passed our sk ir
mish line, and was nearing the base of the 
mounttlin, when the rebel artillerists, fearing , it 
would be hard to tell exactly what, opened their 
hitherto silent batteries lustily, and cheered 
furiously as the loeomotive speedily crawfished, 
amid au extensive flight of shells. The engine 
escaped uninjw-ed, and in a moment our guns 
opened again, and now being enabled to plant 
their shells in exactly the right place, they soon 
enjoiued anolher sort of silence on the enemy's 
artillery. The batteries developed have since 

been subjected to a. most constant and fierce 
bombardment. 

Bbir, on the left, has o<!eupied Bl sh ~[{)l1n
tain, the most important eminence ca L of Kene
saw. McPherson's corps are, wit the other 
portions of the line, constantly skirmishing and 
gaiuing with eqlml nlpidity upon the rebels. 
The artillery practiee on the left is very fine. 
This ann of the service has, iudeed, dm'ing the 
present contest, proven more than usually effi
cient. 

Despite the almost incessant rain of the nine
teenth, the rif.'ht wing maintained a continued 
activity - steadily advancing the lines by a 
movement to the right flank, thus gradually 
drawing the lines of eircnl11\'allation closer and 
closer around Kenesaw Mountain. Hascall's 
division, the Second, which had been thrown in 
reserve by the closmg in together of the Twen
tieth and Twenty-third eorps, was late in the 
day thrown in to the extreme right, while 
Hooker's corps relieved in one of its divisions, 
was enabled to extend itself in tho direction of 
the general movement. This latter waf; in a 
direction lIearly north and south and at the same 
time bearing lipan the I' bel lines toward the 
south-{)<1st. The lines were advanced during the 
day about half a mile, abandoning, of course, the 
works thrown lip to mect any demo:lstration on 
the part of the rebels, only to construct new 
ones at night, to be passer! by in like manner 
lIext day. The rebels oppllsed to t,his forward 
mO\'ement only a desultory skirmish fire, aidecl 
occasionally by a few shots from a b,tttery when 
our forces pressed too closely, but which were 
invariably sileneed by a prompt reply from OUf 

guns. The losses of the clay m:ty have amounted 
to fifty men put lwl's de combat in the various 
eomnmnds. Amonl;1 the wounded was C:lptain 
Courtois, of the Thirty-thinl New Jersey, of 
Geary's division, Twemieth corps. Ho was in 
command of a detachment of skirmishers from 
his own regiment and the One Hunclred and 
Nineteenth New York, and was pres,ing hard 
upon the rebel line, when he was struck \.;y a 
musket ball in the shoulder and severely 
wounded. The ground was open, and he was 
eompelled to crawl aW<1y to the re,lr, slowly and 
painfully, a distance of half a mile. Occasion
ally he would rise and attempt to go forward 
erect, when the rebels would discharge a volley 
upon him, and seeing him drop to avoid fire, 
woulr! cheer lustily. He finally escaped wit.h
out fllrthcr injury. 

A brigade of General St.oneman's cavalry, un
der command of Colonel Adams, of the .First Ken
tucky cavalry, penetrated to a point named on 
the maps as Powder Springs, finding there the 
rebel outposts, and a division of caval ry under 
Armstrong. These retired before our advance, 
without offering opposition, and left the post in 
our possession. This puts the eav:!Jry forces 
abont nine miles west of Marietta. and at least a. 
mile south of it. The right wing of the inf,mtry 
is fully down to a line rUllning east (1nd west 
through Marietta, and is continually swinging so 
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as finally to enclose it, unless a change is made 
in the order of march. 

Although the campaign in this vicinity has 
hitherto bcen lacking in great batt.les, and those 
evcnts wbich , from their momentous import
anee and t.ragic interest, claim a notice from the 
historian and enlist the profoundest sympathies 
of a whole nation, still there is occasiona lly one 
of tbose tOLlchiug incidcnts, known, perhaps, 
only to the circle of tbe regiment or brigade, iu 
which patriotism shines out as nobly as in the 
graver annals of heroism. One of theRe was 
narrated to me by a participant in it, and I give 
it to your readers. 

A sJUall detachment of the One Hundred and 
Nineteenth N ew York were on the skirmish 
line 011 the seventeenth of June, advanced 
close up to the enemy~~o close that they had 
been eompelled to halt for the time and throw 
up slight breastworks of log's as a defence. 
By some untoward mistake, a part.y of twelve 
or fiftclen men were ordered to ad vance be
yond t.hese works on picket duty. Tbough 
knowing that it wal; almost certain death to 
show their heads above the walls of lheir 
little fort, still they obeyed without question 
or hesitation. They had advanced scarcely 
more than a rod beyond their comrados when a 
beavy volley of musketry prostrated to the 
ground every mall save two I Two were killed 
instantly, and the rest wounded more or less 
severc~ly. All of the wOlluded, however. were 
able to drag tbemsolves hack and escape, ex
cept olle poor follow, Sergeant Guider, who 
was so badly wounded that he could not stir 
from his plaee. There he lay almost within 
arm's-length of his eommdes, and yet they were 
powerless to rescue him or give him aid, so 
galliug was the rebel fire. One bolder than the 
res t made tht' hazardous attempt, bnt scarcely 
bad he got over the breastworks when he fell 
severcly woullded. Tbey endeavored to allay 
his ntging thirst by throwing to him canteens 
of water, and even one of these was pierced by 
0. rebel bullet. Finally, as they conld not go 
over the breastworks, they dug a way under them 
with no other implement<l than their bayonets, 
and through it two men crawled and succceded 
ill reaching him unhurt. Just as they reached 
him their comrades iu the rea.r gave an exultant 
cheer, which elicited from the rebels another 
volley. A fatal balJ pierced the poor fellow's 
breast for a second time, and he had only time 
to mllrmUl" feebly to his rescuers," Now I die 
content j I am in your hands," and expired. 

IN FRO~'" 01" KE."ESAW 'MOUNTAJX,} 
GEORGIA, Juno 23, 1864. 

THE SITUATION. 

The corps on the right and left advanced 
aga.in yesterday, and the centre main taincd its 
threatening position aronnd and upon t.he base 
of Kenesaw Mountain, in the teeth of a very 
hcavy artillery fire from the numerous rebel 
batteries there, to wbich our guns returned 

something more than an indirect reply. Our 
centre is very close to the heavy rebel works on 
the mountain. and any fnrther progr ss thel'e 
must be achieved by grand assa.ults; for, though 
the lire of onr batteries is very destructive. it 
can not, unaided, compel an evacuation. The 
movements of the wings, especially the co rps 
of Hooker and Schofield on the right (whicl1 
are now just three miles from Ma.rietta, and 
feeling their way east rapidly), import the 
speedy accomplishment of Sherml1.n's design of 
pushing J ohnston south of thc Chattahoochee 
ri vel', withont a.ny great sacrifice of life. As 
our variolls corps converge toward Kenesaw, 
room to t.he right or the left mllst be yielded in 
order to get all om troops iuto position. 
Ground had been yielded . to t.he right exclu
sively, and every day the right ,,,ing extends 
flll'ther to the sonth. Our extreme right is now 
sou1h of the lat.itude of Marietta., and it is the 
eurrent belief that it will now be speedily 
strengthened until it is irresistible-tbat is, the 
rchels mllst withdraw so many troops from 
Kenesaw to oppose it, that they wilJ prefer to 
retreat. 

There is a " ery pervasive rumor afloat that 
Joe Johnston has been superseded by Ewell, 
bldt it seems to h:lve no better f undation than 
a camp rumor. An intelligent rebel Lieutenant 
with whom I conversed yes terday said that 
every efJective soldier in the Confederacy was 
in th e service of Lee and Johnston, and (\1
though he himself was a veteran of thr e years . 
standing, he had just had his (irst expori nce ·in 
the fie\rl, having been stationed with his com
pany at Savannah, Georgia, as provost gu,u·d. 
He stated positively that Johnston had !linety 
thousand men, but I think he may be safely d is
counted thirty-threc per cent. 

McPherson advanced slightly yesterday, but 
skirmishing along his fron t was very light. 
Day before yesterday, Colonel ~[inty 's brig'tde 
of ca.valry on the extreme left was roughly 
handled by an overpowering force of the ene
my's cavalry, beforc whom it retired slowly, 
with a loss of about seventy killed, wouncled, 
and missing. 

On the morning of the twenty-second ev ry
thing gave promise of a renewal of activi ty in 
this part of thc army, whicb had now rosted 
several days a waiting the n;ction of t.he ot her 
corps. Hospital tents were struck, at l as t 
those occnpied by men able to move j the Gen
erals early ordered to horse, and were out on 
the line overseeing the preparations j and not 
long after came orders to strike tents of head
qnarters and get on the road. The rebels, as if 
divining the movement, and seeking to d~lain 
as many as possible in fron t of the centre, 
opened a vigorous cannonade from the snmmit 
of Kenesaw. It was equa.lly prouabll', also, t hat 
this was intended to covcr their retreat, as the 
whistles of their locomotives could be heanl 
rapidly coming and going in the direction of 
Marietta. 

The two corps had been lying for the pre
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vious two days in a line running about nor th
east and south-west, ancl reaching within abou t 
two miles of the base of Kenesaw. About nine 
in the morning t he Second division (General 
Hascall's) whi ch was lying in reserve, took up 
the line of march, passed over Nose Creek, und 
advan<.:ing beyond the Third, soon begun to 
skirmish slightly with the enemy, though thq 
were in small force , and r etired slowly as th e 
di vision advanced. Soon after thc Third divi
sion (General Cox) left his position and began to 
follow up th e Seconcl to a position on the ex
fl.-erne right, and the Twentie th corps wus like
wise put in motion. The movement of the two 
corps was a wheel upon the left of the 'l'wen
!ieth as a pivot, thus tending cons tantly to helP 
1ll the rebels ancl thr{)w them in a cut de sac be
tween onr line and the railroad on two sides 
and Kenesaw at the end. At the same time that 
the lille was thus swinging, it was being ex
tended considerably southward. When it" had 
swung arOlllld so as to be on a north and south 
line, parallel with and about three miles west of 
the railroad, the skirmish firing began to grow 
heavi er, alld it soon became apparent that the 
enemy had bccome apprised of the threatelling 
s ta te of affairs and were hurrying up a strong 
force to check DIU" advance. Accordingly, 
about 1.\1'0 o'clock, the ']'wentieth corps and the 
Second division of th e Twenty-third halted, and 
began to throw up breastworks to meet any 
sudden emergency, while the skirmishers were 
sti ll advancing slowly, feeling the enemy's posi
t ion. The Third division had not yet come up. 
'l'he Fonrteenlli Kentucky, Strickland 's briga.de, 
of the Twenty-third corp s, were acting as skir
mishers in front of ihe brigade, and were 
nearly a mile in advance, when they ran sud
dell ly npon a picket company, whi<.:h was jus t 
being throw1l Ollt as skirmishers in front of th e 
reb"l General Stevenson's division, and so sud
den was the onset and so thick was the under
growth, that thp.y were taken by surprise. 
'l'hir ~y-five of them were captured, and the 
r emainder killed or disperser!. :\iost of the 
prisoners were from a Nor th Carolina regimcnt, 
of whom the rebels are wont to say, "1\ II tbe 
tar-IJ Is want, anyhow, is just a chance to Tun 
away." After rnnning away and gobbling np 
thus snmmarily these pickets, the regiment was 
compelled to fall Qack hastily before the main 
body of the enemy, and t.ake up a new position 
about half a mile in front of our works. 
which were now being rapidly completed: 
They stat!oned themselves OJ) a commallding 
ridge, and put out t wo complLDies as skir· 
mishers. The rebels having ascer tained onr 
whereabouts, began also to erect bTeastworks 
and prepare to resist. any fUI:tJler ad vance. It 
was very readily appm;ent that th ey had nut ex
pected us iu that quarter, both from the state
llIents of pri~oners and from t.he entire absence 
of works of defence. About fi ve o'clock, having 
secured themselves ·by tIJeir breastworks, they 
advanced to d islodge the Fourteenth from their 
position, which, if occupied by us all night and 

fortified. would render theirs unt enable. Three 
regimen·ts were cespatched agains t it, but as it 
was It very full one and stood well to its post, 
they were unable to effect thcir object. Two 
more were a t once sent, and the whole mass 
then opened a destructive fire and be6un to ad
vance rapidly npon them. The two companies 
0 11 the skirmish line were put speedily to rout, 
bu t were uevertheless able to bring away five 
prisoners who had impetuously rushed right 
in to their midst. The loss in these two com
panies was very severe, Due going Ollt with 
Ri xty-five and bring ing away oniy tweuty-six. 
Despi te the heavy odds aga.inst them, the Fonr
teenth awaited the t1pproach of the five regi
ments with steadiness, and made no lOotion to
ward reti.ring till they r ccei ved positive orders 
from General Hasca.Ll to fall back upon tha. 
works. The enemy were then so close, and 
were pouring in so hot a fire, that the regimcnt 
necessarily becamc disorganized in retrea t, aud 
came back in uonfnsion. 'rhey wcre soon re
formed within the· lines, and it was ·found that 
the losses amounted to about fifty men killed, 
wounded, and missing. So rap idly had they 
been compelled to retreat, that a few killed and 
wounded were left on the field to full into t.he 
enemy's hanrl s. As soon as the r egimeut was in, 
the fire from th e works and a few vigorous rounels 
from the Nineteenth Ohio battery brought the 
rebels to a speedy halt, and compelled them to 
retire with loss. 

The rattling fire of musketry, and the whis
tling of the enemy's bullets ttuou t them, prod uced 
a d isgraceful stampede among certain fl' ~'.!Tments 
of reg imellts not yet fully fo rmed ill line, and 
collected about a house from all idle curi osity. 
General Hascall, however, soon got his lOen 
well ill hand and formed ill fOllr lines, rea,.l)' [or 
the wors t, should it come. General8 IIooker 
and Schofi eld were at the house whell the Hrillg 
opened ancl both rode away, Genem,] S<.:hofield 
to hurry lip the Third division 011 the rigln, to 
mee t any possible attempt to turn that wing, 
while General Hooker Imstened back along his 
line to leurn the import of a. very heavy ar til
lery fir ing which had been heard for several 
minutes. He soon returned, reporting that the 
rebels had made an advance in lJeavy masses 
upon the First division, (General \~T iUia.ms ') 
which occupied the right of the corps, and had 
been driven back by the fire of a,r tillery alone, 
wi thout the employment of a musket. Batteries 
I and M of the F irs t New York had secllred po
sitIOns which gave them a cross-lire Oil the reb
els, as they advanced across an open fie ILL, and it 
proved ellt.irel), too hot for th em. Agilin , about 
six o'clock, they made the same at.tempt, and 
were dri vcn ba<.:k l)till more rapidly, by a com
bined fil"e of artillery and musketry, whi ch 
mnst, from the openness of the ground, ha.ve 
proved very destructive. Our losses were 
slight. They did not probably exueed two hun
dred killed: and wOlluded dnring the dlty, and 
one quarter of this loss was suffered ill the 
Fourteeuth Kentucky. 
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The operations on the centre to-day wcre 
characterized by nothing worthy of specialuote. 
.Aiter four days of assaults and heavy skirmish
ill"" wit.h the Fourt.h and FourteenLh corps, in 
wbich he was invariably badly worsted, tbe 
enemy gave up all hope of beating back the 
centre and recovering his lost ground, and im
mediately tw'ned his atLention to another part 
of the lino, the left of Schofield al1ll Hooker, 
upon which he, to-day, made a desperate as
sault. 

To cover this assault upon Hooker, at eleven 
A M. the enemy opened a rapid but random fire 
UI)OI; our centre with his artillery, placed in our 
immed iate front, on high rid""es. and fl'om Big 
aud Little Kenesaw and Bald G;lp. Our artillery 
returIled their salutations with great vigor 
and precision; at every discharge of our 
guns, the rebels could be seen running in every 
direction, so accurate was the fire of our cannon
tJers. The en@my's guns mounted on Kenesaw 
were twenty-pound Parrotts, capable of very 
long range. 'l'heir fire was principally directed 
Oll Whitaker's brigade, which still held the 
hills taken from the enemy the other night. The 
shots, however, did little or no damage, as near
ly all of them were depressed. * * 

The artillery duel continued nearly the wholo 
afternoon, with trifling loss to our troops. 
N cver has artillery achieved greater laurels than 
to·day. Kearly all our shots were delivered 
into the enemy s line and his batteries with re
marlmble accuracy, So wild and inaccurate 
was the fire of the enemy, that to-day the rear 
was a much more uninviting location for nOI1
combatauts than upon the skirmish line. 

On the front of thc Fourth and Fourteenth 
corps it was extremely slight-so little firing in
deed, was heard that one almost was cOllstrain
ed to jump at the conclusion that the coutest
ants had mutually agreed to a truce for the day. 
In frout of ·Whitaker, however, there was a. 
portiou of the field upon which wcrc thickly 
,Hrewn the dead and woullded of the enemy in 
his scven desperate assaults upon that invinci
ble brigade. There a brisk fire was kept up all 
day, to prevent the rebels from getting off their 
woullded . General \Vhitaker counted one hun
dred and sixty rebel dead on the ground. 

L~ FRo~'T OF KExESAW 1100,,-rAJN,} 
GEORGiA, Juno 24,1864. 

The problem here has not yet been solved, 
though our troops go to sleep every night ex
peeting to find no enemy in their front: 
Kenesaw Mountain is still in the hands of the 
enemy, though our right wing has wheeled 
nearly aronnd it, and threatens directly and im
minently their rear. Yesterday morning we 
were within three miles of Marietta-this morn· 
ing but two. Our shell go into the pretty al'\d 
aristocratic town, and the roar of musketry is 

to fall back within the next few days, and th ir 
position is now so constricted that no olle woul 
be surprised to wake up in the morning and iii d 
the enemy across the Chattahoochee. 

There has been something of a lnll in the 
tremendons skirmish tire that has been main
tained day and lIight for the last three or four 
weeks, and in which our troops, by great od,ls, 
bore the most active part. An enormous quan
tity of ammnnition has been expendcr!. Some 
regiments have fired three or fonr hunch'ed 
rounds per man, and some batteries had their 
caissons replenished regularly twice per week. 
Tbanks, howev'Jr, to the integrity of the great 
railroad in our rear. belonging to the State of 
Georgia, there is pleuty 0 11 haud and to spare, 
though our batteries should conti nne to fire by 
volleys, ·and our skirmishers with their Minies 
cnt down additional young saplings around the 
Johnnies ' dirt-piles, before breakfast. 

The army was never jollier, more determined, 
or more confident. They complain of olle thiug 
only, a want of sleep. They must fight a.ll day, 
stealthily s\Jcure au advanced position (though a 
point has now been reached where this is no 
longer possible), and at night fortify. Dayligh t 
comes early these mornings, and it.~ initial shalle 
is hailed by the spiteful salute of the watchfu l 
outposts. In the first gray of dawn the spade ill 
thrown aside for the musket. The country 
arollnd Kenesaw is scored with toilsome paral lels, 
throwll up when all in nature, save the soillier, 
slept. Rest has been said to be simply asuusti
tlltioll of olle kind of labor for another; the 
correctness of which established, Ollr army has 
been uniformly and comprehensively refreshed. 

The fatigne of this caI).lpaign siuce the first 
day's march from Ringgold has been enormous; 
iudeed beyond computation. 'rhe cautious ap
proaches on Dalton, the sleepless, laborious 
nights and bloody days at Resaca, the for tll ight 
of carnage and vigilant toil near D.\\1as, amI tae 
many eveu more wearisome and s~tI1g11illary days 
consumed in investing the rebel position at 
Kenesaw, are wi thout parallel (unless it be 
Grant's present campaign) during the war. The 
10Hses of both these armics in killed and wonlldud 
dming this period of grand activity fully qual 
those of one of our grcat encounters, withu :1 t 
the decisiveness that sometimes pertains to a 
pitched. battle of the first cla&s. 1\<len have fallen 
daily by scores. hundreds, and sometinles by 
thousands, but the morale of neither army is 
sha.ken. That Sherman has gaincd overpowcr
iug advantages-advantages that will give him 
A.tlanta-will be nearly conceded. But the army 
of Johnston has not been destroyed, and until 
that is done the immcnse labor performcd nd 
blood spilled have no adequate return. vVe 
hope to do this when we have forced the enemy 
from his present formidabl~ positIon, which has 
beeu heltl, and· is helel, With more than nsnal 

never out of the ears of the startled inhabitants, tenacity. That he has suffered equally, to say 
ever growing ~earer and mo~'~ ominous, a.nel, what Ithe I~as t, .with oursclv.es is a matter of certainty. 
musL be peculIarly demorailzmg, extend1l1g lar to The h\ct IS c~nfirmed 111 a dozen ways. . 
the south. Universally tile rebels are expected No one believes, hf)wever,as some mystenoUB 
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corre pond nts have hinted, that Shennan will 
rofrain, on Grant's account, from pushing John
aton to the wa.ll. ';Ye have wrested every inch 
of territory we could from the onemy, a.nd in
vested his position with the greatest possible 
celerity. If J ohn'ston retreats to Atlanta, our 
a rll1Y will probably halt north of the Chattahoo
chae river fo r a season of rest and preparation. 

BOLh are necessary, the former, perhaps, the 
mol' imperatively. Another retreat cannot bu t 
greatly demoralize the enemy. The rebel rank 
and file were promised a grand decisive battle 
bere. It was with this explicit understanding 
that they retreated from Resaca and turned upon 
us at Kenesaw. Bat Sherman, the absurd fellow, 
w uldu' t rush upon them in headlong assaults; 
cOllsequently another retreat, with another eon
g11ltula t.ory promissory order from Johnston, 
lllay be looked for. vVould any body of men 
in the world, save the ignorant masses in the 
SOl\th, be gulled in this way for the twentieth 
time ? 

The left has 110t advanced to-day, and the 
skir mishing has been light. There are indica
tions that McPherson's corps will be tmn8ferred 
to the right, as the rebel position can be much 
more easily 1l:111ked on that wing. 

TO-day we have had one of the briefest and 
severe",t engagemeuts that have occnrred siuce 
the Dallas affair, in whichvVood and Johllston 
los t so heavily in a fatal attack upon a posi
t ion which was impregnable. During the morn
iog, and in fact up to three o'dock in the after
noon, quietude reigned along the whole line. 
The sharp music of the rifle was hushed and 
1I0t a dozen shots per hour were heard UPOil 
the line, while ti,e loud booming of tile Rod-
mans, Parrotts, and Napoleons no longer echoed 
through the hills. "After a calm comes a 
s torm," and in this case it proved too true. Im
mediately i~ front of the Fourth Army Corps, 
was a long ndge on which the eDemy had ext.en
sive fortifications, upon which werc mounted 
tlu'ce batteries, the fire of which had become very 
troublesome. Besides, it was an important po
s itiou for us to possess. General 'l'llOmas 
orrlered General Howard to assault this ridge 
to-day, and if possible to carry it. The General 
at once set about preparations to carry out his 
orders, and as all the details were left to his 
discretion, the General consulted his division 
commallders , and arranged the plan of attack. 
Placing all of his artillery in pos ition where it 
could bc most effective, strengt,hening the POillts 
of the,lme in front of the ridge, and giving in
struc tions to his subordinate commanders that 
could not be misunderstood, the General de
spalched Colonel Fullerton, A. A. G., to give in

utes, at the expiration of which time they were 
to cease liring, and the line was to tvjYance. At 
a quarter before funr P. M., the l)[~tteri es op ned, 
and then so vigorOlls was the can non;l,d illg that 
for fifteen minutes aU other 1I0ise was s\ allowed 
up in the thunders that echoed throllgh the 
sultry air, while from every hill and knob along 
the whole line, the volumes of smokA that arose, 
filled the val1eys and shut out all opportunities 
of viewing the bloody carnage that so soon was 
to follow. 

At four o'clock the batteries quieted down, 
and instantly the bugle sounded the advance. 
It was taken up and repeated along the whole 
line, and in less than two minutes Lhe line was 
ill motion. The ground over which t.he ad vanee 
was to be made was covered by large trees and 
very little underg rowth, so that a good view 
could be obtained of the lille as it moved for
ward. AU the brigades moved off together, with 
the regularity of veterans, and as they neared 
the rebel rille-pits on the slope of the hill. be
hind which was posted a strong skirmish lille, 
a destructive skirmish fire was opcned up,m the 
enemy, who, sheltered by his rille-pits, Rulfcred 
but little. On Stanley'S front, over four hundred 
yards were the enemy driven, to these rifle'pits, 
when regiment after regiment reiuforced our 
skirmishers-the Eighty-fourth Indiana and de
tails-until it had assllmed the proportions of a 
line of battle, when they ad vanced on the donble
quick, drove the enelllY from his pits, over SOllIe 
dista.nee of grollnd, auel into his main line of 
earthworks, where were massed heavy forces 
of the euemy. So formidable were the rebel 
works situate 011 the crest of the bill, and 
80 numerous the guns that wcre mounted, and 
ponrcd a raking fire into our line, that to at. 
tempt an assault upon it would be shecr mad
ness. Conseqnently, Stanley held his position, 
over fOUT hundred yaJ"ds in advanl:c of the 
starting-poillt, and fortified within seventy-five 
yards of the enemy's ma.in works. ,;Vood's and 
Heaton's positions, beforc the lille was moved, 
were mueh llearer thc rebel works than was Stan
ley's, yet they pushcd their elivisions forward 
nndcr the deadly fire, drove the skirmishers from 
their rifie-pits,and aclvallced almost up to the rebel 
reserve, but were forced to fall back to the rifle
pits, where they also fortified, and Jlel<'! their 
position, within about fifty yards of the nenly's 
works. 

The troops bchaved with great gallantry, and 
in the charge I learn that nota regimem faltered. 
All are dc~crvillg of equal praise for th.e spirit 
manifested, aud the encrgy with which they 
"moved on the enemy's works." That all that 
was desircd by the Commanding Gen'ral was 

s ITuctions to the commanders of batteries and I not a(;conlplishcd was no fault of the men or the 
superintend the execution of the orders. The 
Colonel placed a bugler in the ceutre of New-
t on's division, with others in either division on 
l'ho right and left. S tanley on the right and 
Wood Oil the left. The batteries of the corps 
were instructed to open simultaneously upon 
the enemy, and cannonade them for fifteen min

fearless brigade and division command r~ who 
led them. No troops could have accom plished 
more under the circllmstances. The brigados 
cOfDll1a.nrled by \Vhita.ker, Kimball. \Vagner, 
Kirby, Hazen, Harker and Gross, deserve honor
able melltioll-that of \Vhitaker especially, 
which capt.ured twenty-uine men and two com



DOCUMENTS. 223 

missioned officers before they had time to get Irebel works, finally dislodged them, and drove 
out of their rifle-pits. 

About .sevcn P. M. the enemy attacked along 
the whole line, but the heaviest blow was upon 
vVhitaker. Here again our men had an excelleut 
opportunity to display their valor. Lying 
behind their hastily-thrown np breastworks. they 
met the assault with shot for shot, and hand
somely mpllised them. 

Our losses to-day, in wounded alone, will 
amollnt to two hundred in the Fourth corps 
alone. The Fourteenth corps, on the left, sup
ported, but did no heavy fighting. The Twen· 
tieth COlT'S was on the right, but only partici
pated with one of Geary's batteries, and expe
rienced little or no loss. Among the killed and 
wounded are a number of valuable officers, 
whose loss will be deeply felt.. Colonel Bartle
son. of the One Hundredth Illinois. as hrave an 
officer as ever marched at the head of a reg;
ment, who lost an arm at Shiloh, was captured 
alld wounded at Chickamauga, and only a few 
weeks ago released, fell dead while bravely 
leading the skirmish line on Wagner's front. 
Captain Eastman, Ninety-third Illinois, another 
esteemed officer, was mortally wounded, and 
breathed his last a few hours after. Capta.in 
Bierce, late engineer on General Hazen's sta,ff. 
was slightly wounded while following the Gen
eral along the lines. The names of other officers 
killed and wounded have not, yet been obtained. 

Various and stra,nge as have been the modes 
suggested to stop guerrilla operations, attaeks 
on railway trains, etc., llone seem to have been 
Sllccessful. General Sherman, I believe, deserves 
the credit of having unravelled the knotty 
problem of suppressing guerrilla depreda
tions. 

On our lines of railway between here and 
Chatta,nooga guerrillas have become somewhat 
troublesome, in tbe way of placing torpedoes on 
the track. General Sherman was determined to 
put an end to this cowardly mode of assisting 
the rebels, and accord ingly arrested a number of 
prominent secession sympathi7,ers along the 
route, whom be placed in an old box-car, and 
daily ran them over those portions of the road 
where torpedoes are supposed to have beon 
IJlaced. These old traitor rapscallions do not 
elljoy the boon of free l'ailway transit, but the 
medicine administered has cured guerrillaism 
effectually. 

The fighting of General Butterfield's division 
(Third) Oil the twenty-second, it turns out, was 
more severe than at first snpposed, It was 011 

the left of the corps, and had as its task to caTry 
and hold a difficult ami important hill, or rather 
ridge. The whole division charged right up thc 
hill as usual, under a severe musketry fire, 
pushed the rebel skirmishers into their works, 
a~proaehed the latter as nearly as could be done, 
WIthout needless waste of life (which wilh the 
Twentieth corps, means very close), threw IIp 
breastworks" right under the rehels' noses," all 
the while under lire, and planting Smith's and 
Geary's batteries, and traiuing them upon the 

them back en tirely off the hill. 
Th ' hpaviest loss was suffered in Colonel 

CobuI:D 's brigade (Second). The entir e l o~s in 
killed ancI wounded is estimated at one hundred 
and forty·six. Early in the rlay Cap tain Will iam 
R Thomas, of the Ono Hundred amI 1<'iflh 
IlJinr)is, Assistant Adjutant-General to Gen ral 
vVard, received a severe flesh-wound in the right 
leg. C<Lptain C. E. Graves, of the Twenty-third 
Massachusetts, was also slightly wounded in the 
ankle. The losses suffered by the Twenty-third 
Indiana, Fifty-fifth Ohio and Twenty-siXth In
diana were particularly severe. 

'rhe Second division of the Tweuty-third 
corps, moved out lliittle, on the morning of the 
twenty-third, from its position of the previous 
night, sufficienHy to pass over the rebel skirmish 
line, and ascertain the effect of the firing of the 
Fonrteentll Kentucky. In front of this r g iment 
alone, about twenty dead rebels were found 
unhuried. Their own loss, it will be remem
bered, was but eight in killed, 

All the rebel wounded had been calTied awny. ' 
One man was found under a tree dreadfully 
b1'llised and crushed, and upon looking into the 
tree above him, traces of blood were discover d 
on a limb, where he had evideutly posted him
self to piek off 0111' men at his leisure. 

After the first slight advance in Lhe morning, 
the corpR lay quiet throughout the day, content 
to forego the perilous sport of picket-firing, and 
seek in the shade some relief from the scorch
ing rays of the sun. A single battery in General 
Geary's division was called in to requisition to 
assist the Fourth corps, and with this exception, 
the right wing maintained a dignified- silcnce. 
On the extreme right a portion of the 'r hird 
division was refused, to assist the" dismounted" 
in repelling any attempt that might be lll<Lde by 
guerr illas upon our populous and ponderous 
trains in that vicinity; but all apprehensions of 
attack, in that quarter proved grollndless. 

The extreme of the right wing extends south
ward to the latitude of Neal Dow, a sta.tion on 
the railrO<Ld about three miles below Marietta, 
and in the morning the sun rises directly on our 
front. How despera tely the rebels cling to 
Kenesaw, with this long line on their flank, may 
be seen from this statement. But they clln 
scarcely be blamed. With Kenes~Lw theyaban
dOll thc last peak of the great mountain ranges 
through which they have struggled so 101lg, 
and where, it was supposed, wo would fu1d the 
key and heart of their strength, and go down 
into the thick woods of Georgia, where they 
can 110 longer see their foe, bllt must /n'ope in 
the dark for their via dolo1'osa to the Gulf. 

June 25t.h.-Tbe work of om' arn,y to-day 
amounted to just nothing; during the entirc 
day the contending armies restcd in their riflo
pits, a.nd beneath their" pup tents," contenting 
themselves with an occasional shot to remind 
each other tllat they were still there, and had 
!lot evacuated their works. No more noise was 
caused by the entire army than would be pro
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dnced by a dozen sportsmen in a forest where 
game was plenty, Our skirmishers, I under
stand, were ordered to fire but occasionally, and 
the enemy manifested no desire to provoke a 
scvere skirmish along the liue. Why this 
order was given I know not, but knowing ones 
assert that it was to give the enemy all impres
sion that we were short of ammunition, and 
thereby induce them to comc out of their works 
and attack us. If, this was the object, it failed, 
for no attack was made. At seven P. M., six or 
eight shots were fired at Kenesaw by McPher
Bon's artillery, but they called forth no response. 

During the night, however, the quietude was 
broken by pretty sharp skirmishing, lasting 
from ten o'clock until reveille this mornillg. 
The loss, however, was very light. Tbe rest to
day has been fully appreciated by the over-taxed 
Burgeons at the hospitals, who for many days 
have been on dllty night and day, dressing the 
wounds of, and caring for the sufferers under 
their cbarge. 

In tbe absence of skirmishing, both armies 
have oecupiecl the day in erecting new, and 
strengthening their old works. The lilies are 
now so close before the Fourth and Fourteenth 
corps that tbe skirm.iRhers ill their rifle-pits keep 
up a lively cOlwersation with each othcr. 

The intense heat which begius to prevail at 
this season of the year in this latitude was, on 
the twenty-fourth, wcll-nigh at its maximum. 
Staff officers lay in their marquees or booths, 
endeavoring to kill time with such vilc "com
missary" as could be got, and ancient news
papers, and the pickets only occasionally roused 
themselves from a comfortable lIap in their little 
trenches, peered out over the small heaps of 
dirt whieh lay between their heads and rebel 
bullets, and fired off a gun at random, to keep up 
a,ppearances, ancl again snbsided. Has it never 
OCCUlTed to anY,olle that this campaign is a 
very slow one? To tLose who are uninitiated 
ami have not the key to strategies and policies, 
the reason for this slowness does not appear. 
'I.'he heated term is ah'eady inaugurated, and 
aetive operations are weekly becoming more 
tedious by reason of the heat. Rebel prisoners 
almost unanimously say there is very little to 
offer a substantial resistance to our march into 
Atlanta, after getting to the banks of the river, 
and the mcn are eaget for a battle to end the 
campaign. Are we wai.J;illg for something to 
turn up? 

These have not becn taken ill any consider
abie nnmbers of late, but representatives from 
all Star,es and regiments are found ill the small 
squads that are picked up now and then. They 
all present the same general appearance. An 
observcr cannot but be struck with the listless, 
jaded motions and sallow countenances with 
which these men come among us, as of those 
whose spirits are broken, whose hopes arc few, 
and who have no heart for the fight. Prisoners 
and deserters alike wear the countenances and 
speak the words of mcn who have been over· 
worked j of men who have been dnved by fair 

speeches into a service which promised great 
things and yielded !lothing but disappointment; 
of men whose miUlls a.nd mnscle have been 
goaded by a lavish use of stimulants to a fever
ish activity, a.nd who are now suffering the 
inevitable reaction and languor which follow 
ll!lllUtural elcvation They act like men who 
are thoroughly tired, worn out and disgllsted. 
''Ve llave as little to hope from the deserters as 
the rebels, nor havc the latt.er much to hope 
from the prisoners we may return to them by 
exchange, for, in the rough phrase of both 
alike, "They don't care a cuss, so they can 
get out of it and get home." A very unprom
ising confession from th:lse who are boked to 
as the material out of which to erect new and 
thriving States. 

It is amusing to witness the demonstration 
with which our boys receive rebel deserters 
into the lines on certain occa,~ions. When the 
armies are lying very close toget,her, as they 
often are, in battle lines, the disaffected rebels 
contrive to steal out unnoticed for a time, 
though they are generally discovered and fired 
on b(Jfore reaching our lines. As soon as the 
soldiers see them coming, they a.pprcciate the 
situation at once, and cannot resist th e tE.'mpta
tion to jump up from bchind their works, 
though at the imminent risk of their heads, 
waving their hats and shouting, ,. Good boy, 
good boy I" "Come in out of the rain!" 
•. You're onl' man!" "Yon're making good 
time I" etc. The first word of salutation is, 
"Got any tobacco, reb:" The returned prodi
gal, jnst escaped from the husks of the rebellion, 
is then treated to the fattcd calf, the hard-t'lck 
and coffee, which latter is to him a luxury 
indeed. . 

I lately met Dr. Lucius Culver, of the Sixty
first Ohio, under circnmstances so creditable to 
himself, and so agreeable, in contrast to those 
investiug the case of another member of the 
profession, which have been heretofore narrated 
in this correspondencc, that I cannot forbcar 
to mention it. The Doctor had been painfully 
ill for many days-- much more fit to go to the 
hospi tal than the fielcl-and yet, bccause his 
regiment would be left without medical attend
ance cntirely, by his absence, he pcrsistcd in 
staying with it, sharing all the hardships of 
inclement weathcr, bad roads, and had fare, fol
lowing it in the camp and into the line of battle, 
and giving personal attention to th3 wounded 
men as they were brought in, and before they 
were taken in the ambulances to the hospital in 
the rear. Thongh everyone knows how im
portant it is tbat a surgeon should have a sound 
mind in a souncl body, in order to give the best 
energies of both to the relief of the patient, and 
how depressing an effeet the clouded face a 
physician who may be soured with his own 
ills oftcn has on a sensi t.ive sufferer, still 
everyone who has seen, as I have, TUCII bleed 
to death while being carried from the field to 
the bospital, from tile laek of a surgeon doce at 
hand to twist a tight bandage rouud the limb 
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as soon as possible, will be able to appreciate 
fully the worthy self-denial spoken of above. 

THE ASSAULT ON KENESAW. 

Sherman's operations in Georgia, Atlantaward 
have just been markerI by one of those desper~ 
ate assaults upon the enemy ill an intrenched 
position. \vhich have been tried so often by 
both armies, and with sl1(;h uniform bad suc
cess. This one was short, sharp, and bitter, 
and so far as the objects to be a.ttained we.e 
cOIlC'cmed, an unbroken failure. Ten brigades 
fanned into storming columns, assaulted and 
were repulsed, leaving two thouR,lIld mell n01'S 

de combat. Several of the brigades fell bade to 
their works, close at hand, occupied in the mol'll
ing; the lIlaj ority retired hut a short distance 
and fortified a line in ad vance of all others. All 
displayC'd supreme gallantry all ' ~ struggled after 
stTllggling was hopeless, and then accepted fail
ure , as all good soldiers do, without loss of de
termination or chcerfulness. 

vVhile the lessolls of t.his war seem to render 
the expedicncy of stonlllng heavy earthworks 
doubtful under all circumstances, thol'e are 
periods reached in active operations, where the 
ad\'antages to be gained may well coullterbal
alice the scruples of the 1I10st cautious General, 
or olle as careful of the lives of his men as Sher
man has proven. It wonld have heen the deli
rium of folly to aSlSault the works of Johnstou 
previous to the time his lines were enveloped 
as they now are, for if we had been fortunate 
enough to secure the slenrler chance of suecess. 
our mangled army wonld have been confronted 
by allothor chain of earthworks equally strong. 
Tile gnerdon of Malakoff and its sister forts, 
was Sebastopol; we shonld only have gained a 
scarred and narrow belt of fores t and fiHld in a 
Southern wilderness. But we had pushed Johll
ston from several heavy parallels by the mighty 
momelll nm of our army. Long lines of his 
fortifications, guarded by th e science of the 
cllgilleer against enfilading, were enfiladed and 
gained. Cross-fires robbed th em of the bold 
hill where their celltre first confronted liS near 
Kenesaw. 'l'be weight of OUT army on the left 
gave u,; a high moulltain 011 the right. Their 
flanks were pushed back nntil Kenesa.w Monn
ta:n beeame the apex of their lines, forming 
almost a right angle. Marietta, in the rear of 
their cenh'e two or three miles, wa~ threat
elled from the west and south by our right. 
J ohllston, a.lready constrieted, could· yield 110 

more grollnd without placing his centre in 
deadly peril, and us he seems determined to 
hold his present position in spite of the dangers 
wInch the present eircumscribed disposition of 
hilS forees entails, he ereeted the heaviest works 
we have yet encountered, and settled himself 
down to see how we would unravel the toils, 
That his po>;ition was cramped before the 
assault of the twenty-seventh (and became even 
more so .through that, since 011 some portions of 
the line we advanced our trenehes), his occa-
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sional assaults to retake commanding pos ition~ 
clearly evince. 

FOI:' two o~ three days preceding t.he assault, 
bllt httle fmng occurred along the lines. We 
had forced 0111' way some distance up the east
ern slope of Kenesaw. and reached its north ern 
and eastern buses. The rebel wings, posterl on 
~clvantageous ridges, behind heavy works, with 
f~'eq\lellt hll1ettes, .and almost impruct.icuble aba
bs, were closely Invcsted bv ours, in trcnches 
quite equal to any attack the ellemy conld make. 
The salients' of the hostile works were wit.hill a 
few hundred yards of each other in some 
places, and at such points no skirmisher could 
advance from his parapet with out being pinned, 
as long as claylight lasted, to t.he tree or rock 
behind "'hich he sought refuge. At such a 
jnncture, when the opposing lines confront eaeh 
other so closely, all ad valll:e of any kind must 
take the shape (If an assault. It was neee sury, 
if we wished to advance further ,directly in 
front, to pierce the enemy's fortifi cations at 
some point, hold it and by enfilading a.dj aC{)n t 
works, or imperilling some portion of his liIlCS , 
compel him to retreat, or assalIlt in return for 
its recapture. As to th e pract.icability of f1.1ll k 
Ulovemen ts, that is a question still und cided; 
and one upon which any specula.tiolls would be 
foolish or harmful-absurd if bungling and on 
false premises; and dangerous if built npon cor
rect grounrls ancl sanctioned by the conditions 
of 111ili tary success. 

The assalilt of the twenty-seventh was in
tended to cripple J ohnston beyond the hope of 
recovery; and his eomplete destruction, if it 
succeeded, was not impo~sible. If the assault 
mad e by the Fourth and Fourteenth \Jorps bad 
sllcceeded, the troops compriHi,ng the centre oC 
the ellemy at Kenesaw Monlltain wbllid have 
been eut off fj'om retreat; and a position ob
t.ained iII the midst of the rebel lines mllst ha\'e 
wrought fatal confllsion among them, aud en
for ced a retre~lt which a vigorous pursuit would 
have rendered an overwhelming disaster. If 
Logan's brigades had carried Little Kenes~\v, 
the precipitate w.ithdrawal of Johnston beyond 
the Chattahoochee was equally well assured; 
for, from that knob, Marietta and miles of the 
rebel intrenchments would be at the mere\,' of 
0111' guns. Such could he the re3ult of a suc
cesstul assault; and I fanc)" few men of mili
tary propensities will deny that the p;ame was 
worth the eandle. 

Our army was very compactly disposed along 
the rebel lines, and iII such plain view ii'om the 
towering Kenesaw, that I have a higher regard 
for the dis c;ipline of the reb!>l gunners since 
they rdrained for so ma.ny days from tearing 
the tompions from the muzzles of their guns, 
and, in spite of orde~s, firing every ronnd they 
could lay hands on. For two or three clays, 
however, preceding the assault, they opened 
from the crest of the llIountain with eight guns, 
h~rIing grape :lnll shrapnel in the valley below, 
filTed with 0111' army alld its material. 

Quiet, pastoral Kenesaw was transformed into 



• 

226 ' REDELLION RECORD, 1862-65. 


a volcano, the smoke drifting up in a pearl-gray, Itime feel his wings strongly, without, however. 

pendulous volume, and brea.king into graeeful 
garlands a.s it ascended, like the clouds from the 
lips of a dreamy senorita. Their misRileR were 
not very dunmging, the difficulty lying in the fact 
that the gUlls could not be depressed Buffieiently 
to play upon our troops at the bURe of the moun
tain, while tile thollstlnd fields whitened by our 
wagons, though painfully distinct to their vision, 
were just beyond the range of their fernlO'inous 
bull-dogs. Sometimes their guns would sud
denly burst out, after several honrs' quietness 

resorting to storming columns in the latter en
terprise. Logan was called upon to furnish four 
brigades to carry Little Kenesaw, which he 
selected from his divisions, and placed under the 
command of General Morgan L. Smith. New
ton'a division of the Fourth corps was chosen to 
assault a ridge 011 the enemy's left centre, and a 
short distance further to the left. a salient in the 
enemy's line was chosen, which D,wis should 
cany. Accorclingly, Sunday night, Davis' divi
sian, accompaniecl by Baird's, which was intend

with one startling volley, t,he thunder of th~ e(1'to act il.S a snpport, left tlfeir position at the 
sevcral reports combined ill one. Sometime'> the 
lanyards were pulled consecutively, and the 
throbbing vibr<l.tions smote the ear at uniform 
intervals, and the smoke-clouds from the guns 
floated up in echelon. vVhen the evenings were 
cloudy the fiery gleam of the guns was caught 
by the purple uimbus-the drop-curtain or the 
stars-that hovered behind the crest, and was 
reflected back to our eyes like a glare of that 
stealthy, noiselcss lightning that often smears 
the horizon of a sultry night. 

The day preceding the assault there was 
almost an absoillte silence along the lines. No 
Mmies ever needed rest more than those that lay 
so near each other, each appurently disdaining 
to throwaway another shot. Skirmishing was 
no longer a vivacious pastime, because the 
enemy could no longer be driven by it from field 
amI slope. The strife could no longer swell to 
the thunderous verge of battie, fall to a lively 
racket, or dwindle to the measured pattering 
which this army, after its experience during this 
eventful and toilsome campaign, would call a 
silence. The skirmish was out of date; every 
soldier felt it to be so, and for once his rifle 
contained·the same charge twenty-four hours. 

The preparations for the assault were few and 
simple. Shermau's army is an instrnmentalways 
carefully tUBed for battle. The enemy has found 
it so, for there is always metbod in' its discord 
when they fret tbe strings, and its leaders never 
strike up a heroic march without drawing forth 
an eloquent response. Now, however, a rattling 
bravura was to be played, which would not only 
test its capacity for brilliant dynamics, but tlte 
teuacity of the strings themselves. 'When 
Generals transport but a single tent, and line 
officers carry their effects Oil their arm; when, in 
short, an army moves with sueh fewencumb
brances as lhat of Sherman, home is just where 
it chances to halt, and nothing in the line of 
duty can take it by surprise, or occussion any 
delay betweeu the delivery of the order and its 
execution. 

During the few days of almost tacit truce that 
preceded the twenty-seventh, the strength of 
the enemy's works, their general configuration, 
and the probability of then' being strongly held, 
wcre carefully noted and weighecl. 'rhe points 
selected for assault were practicable, and were 

base of Big Kenesaw, and moved to the right of 
the Fourth corps, closing up closely on its 
right flank. There was, in fact, a general exten
sion of the line tu the right, every corps moving 
more or less troops in that direction. 

The Fifteenth corps furnished for the assault 
the brigades of General Giles Smith, General 
LightburD, Colonel vValcutt, and detachments 
commanded by General C. R. \Vood, from tile 
three brigades of Osterhaus' division. Light_ 
burn was selected to on.rry the western slope of 
the hill; Giles Smith , to charge it directly in 
front; ,Valcutt to reach the top through the 
narrow gorge that di vides Little from Big Ken
esaw, and General Wood to act as an immediate 
support. At eight: o'clock, the hour designated 
for the assault, the brigades pushed boldly out 
from their trenchcs, formed in four lines, and in 
splendid order, and at a quick step, pushed bold
Iy toward the enemy's works. In a moment our 
skirmishers engaged those of the enemy, bul 
without pausing save to kill those who refused 
to surrender (and there were some stubborn fel
lows who rounnly refuscd t.o Ii ve any longer), 
they swept on, behind them the serried lines of 

lour lads, colors flying, aud the alignments un
wavering. The enemy opened fiercely from 
Big and Little Kenesaw, but the column advanced 
in Buperb order until it strnck a swampy tract, 
covered with a clinging thicket of thorny bnshes. 
Through this, in mud knee-deep, the brigades 
forced their impetuous way, and the necessary 
disorder of the column was speedily retrieved, 
when it emerged from this fearful bar to success. 
Through a tempest of iron the ad vallce was re
sumed, the troops breaking into a cheer and a 
run, and dashing over the stony side8 of Little 
Kenesaw without falterillg. As the difficulties of 
the ground increased, the fcarfnl clangor from 
the enemy's trenches was heightened and be
came more and more prolonged. Over their 
yellow rifle-pits the blue tnfts of musketry 
danced wildly, and the whirling spheres of vapor 
from their masked artillery, curled up as tightly 
as cocoons, seemed to start out hideonsly from 
the fuliage of the knob. From right alld left, 
down the slopes of Big Kenesaw and along tho 
ridges to the Wp.st of the point of assault, the 
enemy poured his forces, emptying his adjacent 
trenches to confront us at the point of danger. 

vitally important to Johnston's safety north of 1'he brigades charging the flanks of the moun
the Chattahoochee. It was decided to assault tain. subjected to a most cruel and destru,~tive 
the reb01 right and left centre, and at the same cross-fire, aner repeated and heroic efforts, failed 
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to reach the crest, and retired in comparative 
disorder to the best cover thcy could obtain 
near the base of the hill. The brigade of Giles 
Smith, however, dashed ahead. no longer a col
umn but a swarm of men, and poured up to the 
very crest of the hill, passing ovcr the enemy's 
first trenches and abatis, where two color-bearers 
fell j but, alas, to find just as they gained the 
summit. the ellemy in another and stronger line, 
posted on a slight ridge, not perceptible until the 
plateau of the mountain w:?s reached. The 
fresh line opcncd with a volley, and the blast of 
death swelled into a hurricane. The brigade 
slowly fell back, while the enemy, attempting to 
pursue, was met by a heavy artillery fire from 
our trenches and hastily driven back. About 
fifty men of this brigade took refuge bchind a 
ledge of rOCKS, wllere during the rest of the day 
they dare not expose so much as a fingcr. Oc
casionally one or two would attempt to clash 
down the hill and run the ganntlet. but of all 
who attempted this, not one escapcd. At the 
same time the enemy was unable to come forth 
and capture them, for every man was covered by 
a hundred Federal muskets, carefully pOIsed on 
our trenches for their protection. 

Under the cover of our artillery a position 
scveral hundred yards in advance was fortified 
and held by the brigades just rcpulsed. So 
little were the troops shaken by the failure, 
that General Morgan L. Smith proposed to make 
another assault at two P. M. j but the Commar.ld
ing General refused to permit it. These were 
the veterans of Vicksburg, and universally they 
pronounced the ground charged over infinitely 
more diflkult than that at Vicksburg. The ad
vanced position taken, Icft thc swampy thicket 
to the rear, and indeed, inclnded portions of the 
riflc-pits on the enemy's skirmish linell. At 
noon General Dodge closed upon the left of the 
brigades, and firing during the afternoon was 
desultory, the guns on Kenesaw opening 
occasionally and eliol ting a most vigorous reply. 
In the evening our brass bands played a lively 
selection of patriotic airs, which must have 
sounded the leastlittle bit malicious to the -John
nics, who were prone to imagine that we were 
terribly cut up, in spirits, as well as men. 

The Fourth and Fourteenth corps-the 
stanch centre of the army-were called upon 
to give fresh proof of their valor. These two 
corps, though originally in front of Kenesaw, had 
been pushed by the converging advance of our 
army to the southward of that frowning peak. 
The noble Fourth corps, though by heavy odds 
tho heaviest sufferer in the army, was one of the 
three from which an assault was dema~ded. 
The boys were tired of heavy skirmishing
that had grown tedious and lost its excitE'ment 
-and I believe when they were apprised that 
their corps were to fnrnish two or three assault
ing columns, they received the intelligence with 
a quick interestr--nothing more. This thing 
of killing and being killed had become an 
every day affair j every platoon in the corps had 
bled freely since the campaign opened. They 

felt., probably, as all veterans must feel, some ap
prehension for the result of an assault upon a 
I'leavily-fortified enemy-but none for them
selves. 

Early in the gray of morning the preparations 
for the assault commenced. the first symptom 
being an unusually early breakfast. There wail 
no evidence in the movements or bearing of 
the men that they were soon to essay" tho 
deadl.v imminent breach," though they must 
have been conscions that the task laid out for 
them was one which none but men hoping to 
meet death would covet. Between seven and 
eight o'clock the lines were formed-Newton's 
division, consisting of Generals iVagner's, Kim
ball's and Harker's brigades, being selected as tho 
storming parties. Kimball's beillg on the left and 
somewhat retired, to act as a support to tho 
other two. i'Vagncr held the cent.re, and Harker 
the right.. Wood's and Stanley's divisions of the 
Fourt.h corps furnished supports on the flanks 
of the assaulting brigades, but they were not 
engaged, and their loss was trifling. 

This splendid brigade, composed of the For
tieth Indiana, Fifty-seventh Indiana, Ninety
seventh Ollio, Twenty-sixth Ohio,One Hundredth 
Illinois, and Twenty-eighth Kentucky, was 
thrown into a column of regimental divisions, 
thus giving the brigade a. front of two com
panies and a depth of thirty line~. The advance 
regiment was the Fortieth Indiana, commanded 
by the fearless Blake. The column was formed 
in good season, and during the brief respite that 
ensued before the word charge was given, the 
men rested in their places silently, and no one 
would have guessed from their undisturbed 
faces. that all the latent gallantry of their natures 
could be aroused and lashed into a fury of hero
Ism during the next ton minutes. Here was a 
man carefully relacing his shoe, and tucking 
away the st.rings, the proposition that forlorn 
hopes should be well and tightly shod expressed 
plainly in his movements. Letters were torn 
and crumpled, and thrown furtively aside. 
Doubtless miniatures came from their hiding
places fr)r a moment that morning, but such 
things are done in the army in profound secrecy. 
The soldier hates a scene, and none more than 
the purely sentimental variety. 

At half-past eight the men sprang to their 
feet, the word fraught with death for many. 
with glory for all, had that instant been given. 
Thirty consecutive lines of blue leaped forward 
with impetuous strides, making their way 
through the scattered trees and undergrowth in 
splendid order. Before them, on the crest of a 
ridge, was the silent, and to the sight untenant
ed convex salient of the enemy's works which 
they were aiming for. They neared it rapidly, 
their enthusiasm rising with every step. and 
their hearts rising high as each indistinct object 
grew plain, as tl:>e slopes of the parapet became 
a mere furrow, over which it seemed they must 
go. But the next moment the gates of hell 
opened in their very faces. A close, concentrated. 
withering blast of musketry swept over the 
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front line, leaving it indented but unwavering; havin~ been killed and wounded during the 
with the momentum of a mighty river, the campaign. General vYagncr fought, where he 
brigade swept on, until but two hundred paces always fights , aL !'be he;trl of his brigade, and 
-u mere stone's-cast it looked-divided the as- his eRca pe froul hurt is almost miraculous. Two 
sailants and the assailed. The musketry of the or three hours ufwr the, assault biH men were 
enomy died t.o a mere pattering-muskets must busHing around their camps, making their cor
be reloaded, and this ract sometimes loses fee, having alreudy exhaus ted cOllversation on 
battles, But palisades and abatis must. be the grcut topic which the morning had furnished. 
passed, and with the n~xt rebel volley, fired as "Damu thesD as~unlts in column," I heard one of 
the fcarless Fortieth Irrdianu reached a poin t them remark, as he pllnc!led up the blaze under 
within one hundred paces of their works, came his coffee, " they mltKe a man more afraid of 
a more awful thunder. Squarely in the teeth of being trampled to death by tlie rear lines than 
the 1n~pired brigade opened u battery of six he is of t.he enemy, They might <10 on a mar
gnlls, belching forth grape- and canister, every ble floor." His CO ll1ments would offend Jomini 
shot ploughing through the devoted rallks. am1 or Monteclllli; bnt the speaker, as a member 
the thick fumes of their guns enveloping the or one of the advance regiments in the assault_ 
interval of gronnd ov("1' which our brig~tde mllst ill~ column, harl a clear r ight tl) speak his mind. 
pass. Every ball from those guns enfila.ded 1'he hea viest loss in the ass,wlt of ,Vagner 
sixty men, the column of attack, as I hrlve f 'l1 on the nohle Fortieth IndianH, which sns. 
already said, being thirty lines deep. The front tuilled lI early Olle half the casualties of the bri
lines shattel;ed to pieces, slackened the fUl'i(j'1.ls gctr\P. The regiments in the rear suffered bllt 
0 11 ct, which brought those in the real' jammillg slightly. 
up in one col!fuserl mass of mcn-confnsed, hut. It is claimed for Wagner's brigade , und I 
still bent on their fearfully grilO and bloody believe with justice, that it. was the last of all 
task. It was intended, when the head of the to fall back. Yet such, if the fact,can huve but 
assaulting column reached a point within pistol- little significance. The self-~arne heroism 
shot of the enemy's parapet, to deploy into a inspired each of the assaulting hrigades; . all 
column of regiments. This waR no lougur feasi- did their utmost, and all deserve like chaplets 
ble, for organizati.oll was lost, and the whole for tbeir brilliant and not wholly unavailiug out.. 
column was a tightly closed, surging mass of bursts of courage and endurance, 
men, ragged at the edges-but all moving one Ihrkcr'R brigade held the right of Newton's 
way-toward the enemy. division, the One Hundred and Twenty-fifth, 

The l'ebel ba~tery fired a ~econd voiley, eOID- ColollelOpdyke, ill ad vance. 1.ike Wagner's, it 
pletely shattenn1? Wagner's column as a <.:01- was deployed illto a column of divisions, the 
umn , the cannon blowing aside every anin13.terl six regiments f,'rrning a eoluulII jJlf\t thirty lines 
thing in their front. Masses of melL moved to deep. When tho bugle peabd forth the clarion 
the right. and left of the range of the hattery, note for the advance, thE' brigade sprang into 
still bent upon oue object. Many strnggled up line, and marched boldly from their trenches, 
wlthiu twenty yards of the enemy Ii works·; sweopillg over the enemy's soattered pickets, 
some penetrated the lines of palisades awl and gaining the rifle-pits where bis skirmishers 
abat,is at their base, and a devoted few plante 'l were posted. 'fhe enemy opened :1 terrible fire 
the foot of a vVinkclreic1 on the slope of the of musketry, grape and callister, but our boys 
parapet, but Lhe assault had failed-failed he\'()- poured into the ravine equidistant from the 
ically, in less time than I have taken to rdate it. hostile trenches, amI began to as~elld the slope 
For nearl,Y an hour port.iolls of the brigade held beyond,fast becoming slippery with blood. At 
poillts within fifty yards of the enemy's line, but this moment, a battery opened on their right, 
all such were thinned out by the c1eadly rifle- onfilading the column and di~O\'c1ering its lines, 
man, who , nearly secure himself, was at liberty witbout, however, I~s~enillg the impetu(lsiry of 
to indulge in the uncommon luxury of gloating the larls. MUll}' s\Varm~d to the rebel works, 
over a foe, before firing wiLh cool, delibcrab, and uner vainl); endeavoring to scale the works, 
and unerring aim. As the remnants of t.h e bri- took lodgment at their base, tighting d<'sperately 
gacle started back, long lines of rebels swarmed within reach of each other over the parapet; so 
from their trenches, pursuing rapi1l,Y with in- close that several of an advance regiment were 
fernal yells. They soon swarmed back, and dragged over hy the hair and captured. 
faster than they emerged, when our reserves The strnggle lasted one hour and twenty 
opeued on them wit.h a withering fire of small Imin lltes; regiment after regiment planting its 
arms and artillery, I colors Oil th e ramparts only to be dri ven hack. 

~'he brigade fell back to the line of works Harker, the fearless and beloved cOlT1mander, 
vacated in the morning, leaving over two hun- upon whose shoulder the stur !Iad rested bllt. a 
dred killed unci woundee!. The proportio'l of brief month, fell mortally wounded at the head 
officers lost is larger than the average, and of [lis columJl, a,ud died two hours after. No 
here, as elsewhere during the assault, an uJlusual one who saw his cheerfulness on going intD 
number were hit in the head. vVagnel"s bri- the fight, and his glorious bOllring during the 
garle left winter-quarters last spring nearly two a<.:tion to the moment he was hit, wonid have 
thousand strong, but it was reduced to less dreamed that a few hours before he had quietly 
than half that number, over fifty per cent. hande:! a packet to a comrade not saleetei for 
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-----_.--------------------------------------------------------------------------
the assault, asking him to send it home. "I 
shall be killed," said he, in conclusion. Stout
hearted, kindly, noble Harker I snch souls as 
yours are the safety of the country. The yawn
ing rent in our forums would have closed when 
yoU fell, with an instant and thunderous cbng, 
if a type of the richest treasure of the Repllblic 
were- the only sacrifice demanded. The noble 
briO"at!e at last fell back, bringing their dying 
chi~f with them, leaving a fifth of their number 
killed and wonnded on the nelt!; and to the 
eternal infamy of thc wretches who fought us 
at that ]1oint, several of the latter were madc 
targets after our troops had retired. Lieutenant 
Benbam, of Harker's brigade, was one of the 
victims, the infernal devils shooting at him 
deliberately, as he lay' bleeding on the grolJnd 
betwceu the lines, and bitting him not less than 
four times. This is tbe only instance in which 
I obtained the name, bllt many who participated 
in tlte assault assured mc that other wounded 
oflicers were similarly butchered. 

Kimball's brigade, though it did not endeavor 
to ~torm the rebel works, acted efficiently as a 
support, and being without our trenches and 
within easy range of the enemy. its loss was 
I>can.:ely less than that of its fellow brigades. 
~o higher compliment can be p{\id any body of 
troops than to say that they endured a heavy 
fire which they might not return, coolly and 
witbout wavering. The loss in t.he brigade is 
one hunch'ed ami ninety-three, including Lieu
tenant-Colonel Chandler and other valuable offi
cers. 

Your correspondent "Montrose'" furnishes 
the following details of the assault by Davis' 
divisiou: 

At eight o'clock precisely the batteries along 
our whule Iinc opened almost. simnltalleously 
upon the enemy's works, and a terrific cannoll
ading followed, lasting for about two hours, to 
which the enelny promptly responded from 
Kenesaw, Bald Top and other points on their 
lines. Hardly had the batteries awakened the 
foe trOll! his morning slumbers. when Da.vis ' 
division of Palmer's corps, who were already in 
position, with Baird's di vision of the same 
corps, and one tli vision of the Twentieth Slip·· 

portiug them, moved forward, leaving Morgan's 
brigade in reserve, to be called upon if it was 
found llecessary to put in another brigade. 
Colonel Dan. McCook's brigade occupied the 
left, with thc Eighty-fifth Illinois thrown for
ward aR skirmishers, while Colouel Mitchell's 
brigade, with t.he Thirty-fourth []Iinois, occupied 
the left. Thc skirmIsher advanced qUite rapid-
Iy for a few hundred yards, driving everything 

escaped reached the interior of the fortifications 
(which at that point were ill the form of a 
horse·shoe, with a hill in the centre which pre· 
vented their artillery el,filading our columns), 
with all possible despatch. 

Meanwhile the veteran regiments of McCook 
and Mitchell never falterjd, but under a very 
destructive musketry fire, and severe volleys of 
canister and grape, moved upou the enemy's 
works, which they reached and attempted to 
scale. .A t the head of their brigades the loud 
voices of Mitchell and McCook were heard 
ahove the din of battle, urging their brave fol
lowers to scale the works. Never did men 
seem to be possessed of more determination, 
while they appeared to have acquired super
human strengt.h. But all their efforts were in 
vain. Under the cover of the works they were 
comparativcly safe; but to scale the rampart 
was certain death. Dan. McCook, I am credibly 
informed, rendered furious by the frequent vain 
attempts to carry the works, mounted the work 
at the head of his men, but instantly fell back, 
badly wounded, in the arms of his men. Lieu
tenant-Colonel Clancey, of the Fifty-second Ohio, 
also fell, slightly wounded, under the breast
works, from which he could not be removed. 

But while these desperate assaults were be
ing made on the lett, Mitchell, brave and deter
mined, was not idle. He, too, was under as 
heavy a mllsketry fire as ever rendered a battle
field immortal, alld his men never flincbed. Up 
close, almost withiu bayonetting distance of the 
enemy, who lineel their breastworks with brave 
and reckless traitors, stood }[itchell's boys, and 
gave thc rebels bullet for bnllet. Hardly a mau 
on either Ride, who mouuted the works, now 
lives to tell the tale of the bloody encounter 
that has jnst taken plaee. 

At laRt Davis, than whom there is no more 
bra\'c or tenacious division commander in this 
army, seeing all hope of taking the fortifications 
futile, retired his command, leaving upon tba 
works anel in tbe intrenchments representatives 
of ncarly every regiment in the t.WO brigades, 
whose eyes were sealed in the cold embrace of 
death. 

:.I'hc division at once felt back twenty yards, 
under a galling and deadly fire, carrying with 
thclli neadyall the wounded who had fallen on 
the exterior of the works. Here they fort.ified, 
and now confront the rebels, twenty yards dis· 
tanto 

It is impossible at this writing, two hours 
after the close of t.he brief but bloody combat, 
to correctly slltte the loss in the division; but 
members of the division and corps staff, who, 

before them, until they encouutered a heavy by the way. distinguishcd themeclvcs while 
abatis, behind which the encmy bad SOU!?ht Iundcr the. dei~th-dealing shower of 1;mllets, 
cover. There they were checked temporanly, 
until regiment~ from the brigades were thrown 
forward, and the work was carried with slight 
loss. N early all the venturesome skirmishers 
who remained behind the abatis wcre captured 
and scnt to the rear. Retreating rapidly before 
our triumphant advance, the skirmishers who I 

state that It will fall not far short of SIX hun
dred. Probably it may exceed this numbcr. 
When it is remembered that the principal loss 
ocourred in a period of less than fifteen minutes, 
the reader can easily judge of the severity of 
the contest. 

The proportion of officers wounded in the 
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assault is quite unusual. I have briefly col
[ected the following, which are but a small pro
portion of the total number: 

Colonel D'Ill. McCook, commanding brigade, 
arm, severe; Colonel Harmon, One Hundred alld 
'l'wenty-fiHh Illinois, killed; Lieutenant-Colonel 
Clancey, Fifty-second Ohio, spent" ball, slight; 
Lieutenant-Colouel '~arner, One Hundrcd and 
Thirteenth. Ohio, arm fractllred, severe; Major 
Yeager, One Hnndred and Twenty-first Illiuois, 
severe; Captain Cook, Tenth Michigan, moxtal; 
Captain Clason, One Hundred and Twenty-first 
Illinois, severe; Captain Neighbor, Fifty-second 
Ohio, mortal ; Captain Durant, One Hnndred and 
Thirteenth Ohio, slight; Lieutenant W'alson, Olle 
Hundred and Thirteenth Ohio, slight; Lieuten
ant Bentley, One Hundred and Thirteenth Ohio, 
slight j Lieutenant Paul, Fifty-sccond Ohio, 
llli*ht. 

"rhc above names were obtained from staff 
officers of the division and brigades, and are 
doubtless correct. 

, The loss of the enemy, of course, is not 
known. 'Ve can only judge from the posi
tion occupied by them-believed impenetrable 
workH-that it is lightcr than ours, probably by 
one fourth. Of one thiug there is a certainty, 
we have many of their dead and wounded , and 
rarely oue escaped who showed his head above 
the works. ' 

Many illst~nces of gallantry and almost im
possible feats are pretty well authenticated, but 
lest 1 may lay myself open to the charge of 
indulging in sensational reports. I will pas~ 
them over for the present, promising to do full 
justlce to the brave boys when I cau do so 
withont laying myself open to censure. That 
there should be acts of unnsual bravery pcr
furmecl is no more than can be expected, for 
charging furtilicatiuns opells the door to all to 
will a hero's title. There the private has an 
equal chance with his Colonel to throw hilllself 
into the strife, and win lasting fame in history. 

The color-bear!lr of thc Twenty-seventh llli
nois, Sergeant Nick Delany, plant,ed his colors 
ou the ramparts, after beillg wouuded, and held 
them there until again shot, when the colors 
dropped from his grasp, toppled inside the 
works, and his body fell into the arms of his 
comrades, pierced by a rebel bayonet. lIe died 
a hero's death. 

With this recital the history of the assaults 
of the twenty-seventh ends. Oil no other por
tion of the rebel line was a storming column 
hurled, though while the e\'enls I have related 
were transpiring, Dodgc and Blair ou the left, 
and IIooker and Schofield on thc right, were 
not inactive. At the moment the assaulting col
umns moved forward, Hooker's corps, on the 
right of Davis' division, macle a strollg demoll
stration; Geary's division movillg forward 
under cover of batteries I and M" First New 
York, allCl Knapp's Pennsylvania battery, and 
carrying, without serio liS opposition, an impor
tantrid~e in his front" where he proceeded at 

of the Twcntieth corps pushed forward th eir 
skirmisher~, gaining several hundred yards ; and 
it must be remembered that every yard gaine,[ 
tells upon the enemy in his circumscribed posi
tion. 

The Twenty-third corps, on the extreme right, 
had executed a long and tiresomc wheel to the 
left. including no less than six parallels, in the 
week preceding the twenty-sevel1th. 

It had pressed the enemy so closely, that it 
was established within four hundred yards of 
the maln rebel fortifications, leaving no room 
for skirmishers, and, though on the day of 
assault, the Second division opened heavily. 
with musketry and artillery, upon the enemy, 
they confined their efforts to stont skirmishing, 
sustaining a loss of seventy-nve killed and 
wounded. 

Durillg" the preceding night, General Cox's 
division, of the Twellty-third corps, was pushed 
boldly south on the Sandtown Toad, ancl, cross
ing Oily creek, reached an important fork in 
the road, nine miles south of Marietta, and but 
three from the Chattahooch ee river, which, at 
last ad vices, he still held, with nothing confront
ing him but a heavy forcc of cavalry. Whether 
cutting into the retreat of thc enemy was in
tended by this movement, in case the assanlt 
succeeded, or whether it was simply a diver
sian in favor of' the storming columns, or 
whethcr a permanent extension of Ollr right 
wing to that point was desigued, has not yet 
been developed. The rebel cavalry in Cox's 
front consistcd of two divisions, commanded 
by Jackson, fifty of whom we captured. Our 
loss in th e movement was not over fifty. 

While tile assaults were in progress, and long 
after they were decidod, the batteries of Blair, 
Dodge, and Log~n, all in positiun, maintained a 
heavy nrc on Kenesaw, to which the rebels 
replied but feebly. Blair and Dodge both made 
formidable demonstrations, their skirmishers 
advancillg a considerable distance up the east
ern slope of Kenesaw, gaiuing important tcrri
tory, which they held at nightfall and were 
fortifying. Their loss was comparatively 
slil!:ht. 

By noon both armics were tranquil again, the 
enemy, ou some purtions of the line where 
assaults were made, permitting us to remove 
our dead and wounded, which was speedily 
effected. A series of vigorous assallits had 
been made, accompanied by dcmonst.rations 
along the whole line, bllt the repul3e of the 
former, beyond the loss of many as brave men 
as were ever marshalled, has bllt little bearing 
upon the prospects for Sherman's eventual sne
ccss. 'Ve advanced our lines mat~rially, which 
could not have been done by any feeble effort j 
we failed to pierce the lines of Johllstou's army, 
to compass its confusion or destruction. The 
loss of the enemy, compared with onrs, is light, 
for evident reasons. He can not be very joy
ons that we failed to drive him from a very 
formidable chain of earthworks, llilld the com

once to establish himself. The other divisions, paratively few brigades-ten in all-engaged in 
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earthworks with a perreet tornado of shell and Iextreme left of the liue, circling the wes tern 
shrapnel. The guns on the summit were lJotall point of Kenesaw, and menacing the rebel 
employed when Legan and party emerged npon right. . 
an open field in plain view of the enemy. The I On the night of the twenty-sixth-calm, 
rebel gunners, thinking doubtl~ss to appen:se the 1?leasant. Sabba~h eveuing-orders were issued 
manes of the departed Polk With an offenng of for a serrcs of SImultaneous assaults on the morn
Yankee blood from the veills of a Major-Geueral, in~ following along the entire lino. 
tUrIlec\ against the party every battery on the Davis' division, of Palmer's corps, was to 
mountain, which smoked like a volcano in erup- form an assaulting colullln, and Newton, of How
tion. Our batteries below replied with vigor, ard's, another. I lay that night at G n · ral 
and for a time the very earth trembled with the Mitchell's headquarters, near the Marietta road. 
explosions and reverberations. An open field It was nccessary, of course, that brigade com
lay in frout, over which the General detennilled mandel'S should know and comprchend thc work 
to muke his way. A hurricane of missiles allotted to them, and at t.he headquarters of 
screamed across the space; some ploughed up these divisions ordercd to assail the enemy's 
the carth, and others, bursting, filled the air with works, little knots of earnest men in cousulta
flying fragments. The commotion and turmoil tiOIl could be seen huddled on camp-stools 
of wur are conditions suited to men of bis im- around maps and diagrams, giving and recei vi ng 
petuous, fearless nature. To see this man in orders, and investigating plans. Let. me in tJ." ()" 
action, one would say at once: "He is the duce yon to olle group. lust ovor there in the 
counterpart of Murat_" And so he is. In woods, before a few tents, seated on cam p-stools, 
addition to that dashing abandon which shines one of the party holding u lightell eallulo, sit.s 
out so brilliantly iu the charado::r of Murat, he the flinty-trusted leff. C. Davis, whose browued 
has the aspiring soul tbat qnails before nothing Iand wrinkled features have been fanned by 
that will am1 energy alld daring can accomplish. bnIlets before they were tanned by the sun and 
He is restless, vigilant, quick-t.houghted, · and heaven's breezes. Around him in coutlc il sit 
encr~eii0. He is, loo, firm and cool in a great his brigade commanders. Thc two yonng men, 
crisis where those virtues are demanded, though whom even the dusky light of the cantl ie will 
at times, when foiled in a plan, or disappoiuted not let you mi'l lake for other than bright, int elli
in any way, inclined to be petulant and irascible, ! gent thinkers, who probe the questions before 
or blunt and plain. Add to this a teuder sensi- · them to their core and comprehend their import 
tivelless, aud you have Logan ill character. On as he who planned, are Colonels Daniel McCook 

the assault, are not crestfallen, for they achieved 
all that brave men might. Our lines cnvelop 
them more closely than ever before; are better 
poised for a general assault, if one should be 
ordered; and, finally, the spirit of the men is 
unbroken. They are resolute, earnest, heroic. 
self-sacrificing, and Hrmly cOllvillced that their 
mission, sooner or later, is victory complete and 
overwhelming. 

ANOTHER ACCOUl'<"'T_ 

L~ TIlE FIELD, SEVEN MILES So"""-.""T OF} 
BIG SILI,-n, GA., June 28,1864. 

Aftcr an adventurous and costly experienC'e by 
rail in which some scoundrelly, petty thief 
robbed me of everything valuable, I >l.rrived at 
Big Shanty and made inquiry for General Logan's 
headquarters. About one and a half miles out 
on the wagon road leading toward Kenesaw 
Mountain, a littlc to the left, in au open field, and 
in full view of the heights, about which hung 
tlle smoke from the rebel batteries that thuu
dered constantly through thc day, and blazed 
through the night, I found the General at home. 

Men without fear are seldom met with, if 
ever. As near an approach, I think, as I have 
met with to that ideal I find in Geneml Logan. 
An instance of his unbending will and remark
able courage and coolness I must rdate: On 
the twenty-third, in co::npany with his staff, he 
rocIe out to inspect his lInes. The batteries on 
the mountain were bellowing constantly, and 
sweeping the woods that partially cloaked our 

the occasion to which I refer, accompanied by an 
Aide, he rode out into that terrible maelstrom 
that was meant to engulf and swallow him, halted 
by a few coals a.t a camp fire, turned crolly 
around, and asked his Aide for a cigar. Procuring 
one, he dismounted leisurely, picked np a brand, 
and_ with an air of utterly unapproachahle non
clzalance, proceeded to whiff away as though he 
werc under his own vine and fig tree. All the 
while the shells alld shrapnel wcre ploughing up 
the earth around him and screamillg wildly 
ovcrhead. He just as coolly remounted, and by 
this time left alone by his company to the enjoy
ments of the occasion, slowly continued his 
jomncy along the lines. 

Standing at Logan's headqilUrters and facing 
southward, betwecn you and Kenesaw.Mountain 
lies lirst an open rolling strip of country, between 
which and thc mountain lies a wooded plain. 
Through this lattcr strip runs our line 0[" works. 
These, following the course of the mountain, 
which is east and west, after passing the eastern 
point, curve to the south-east. and continuc in 
the sume general direction to the Sand town 
wagon-road. The Dallas ancI Marietta road 
crosses our line at about the centre. 

On the night of the twenty-fifth Dayis was 
withdrawn from his position on the left of the 
Fourteenth corps, and Harrow, of Logan's corps, 
supplied the place. Davis moved over toward 
the centre, and lay in rcserve until the twenty
seventh. 

Dodge's and mair's corps were placed, the 
former on Logan's left, und the latter on the 
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and John G. Mitchell. As though the emotions 
and impelling principles within w~rked the 
character in lineaments not to be mistaken on 
the fadal front, you may read there that they 
know the work and appreciate its bloody im
port.

The word is spoken, the plan digested, and 
to .morrow's Bun will ,vake to life and health fo~ 
the last time many a noble fellow that slumbers 
in the forest around. 

MorO"an the old weather-beaten farmer General, 
who i~ as' stern and fearless as he is grim and 
rongh, with his placid feat.ures is reassnring. 
Let what will cOlUe to paRS, yo II can but ruffle 
his equanimity. It is self-adjusting; and when 
duty and the responsibilities of his position arc 
ill olle scale they outweigh every persollal con
sideration that would deter or impede. He 
thinks alld seems a statllc iu bronze. Give him 
an order, and you imbue the statllc with lifo 
and fire and energy such as movc a hero. All 
lJiO'ht the road wt/S alive with troops and trains 
and horsemen. The clatter and rumble went 
on. A shimmer of moonlight sifted through the 
tree-tops, and one il\v?~lIntarily reverted to ~he 
cayalcades of Boabadll·s hosts that the Moonsh 
legends describc-

Four men passed my tent moying silently 
along, bearing something on a h~ter. As they 
approached, I saw they were carrylHg a wOllnded 
mall. The hospital was jllst below us ill the 
ravine. I had almost forgotten the occurrence, 
and was getting drowsy, when his shrieks 
nJtlsed me again. The surgeons were at work. 
His aO'ollizing cry was the only sound that 
broke "the stillness, and it penetrated and im
pressed me. I remember the shudder ~vit? 
which I sank to sleep, and, as I recur to It, It 
comeS again.

Blair was to press his lines forward on the 
west slope of Kenesaw, protect Dodg-e's Hank, 
and closilJO" ill as eautiollsly as possihle, engage 
the 'enemY~9 attention by menacing his right. 
Dodge wis to haye taken the western division 
or peak of Kenesaw, wIllIe Logan was to push 
a strong column up the easterll. That the op e
rations urrainst Ken esaw may be better under
stood, and the ditticulties to overcome in prose
cuting an assault appreciated, let me deyote a 
few lines to Kenesaw and its contour. 

Se('n from our lines the day of the . assault, 
this solitary mountain, that lifts its bald summit 
to the clouds, looks a dark, grim sentinel that 
guards the beautiful little treasure-:\farietta
thut n0stles so closely under its mighty shade. 
The mountain is elliptical in shape and two 
miles in lellgth, running east and west, and its 
av erage height above the level. of the s~a is 
eighteen hundred feet. It termrnates at either 
end ill peaks which slope gradually toward the 
center, presenting a depress~on that ~ives it the 
general appearance, as descr! bed aga.lIlst a back
ground of clear blue sky, of a !1:ra.nd natural 
redoubt. The depression which represents the 
embrasure apparently diyides the mountain into 

equal parts. The wes t half we will call the 
first peak, and the east the second. 

Hememher we are facing southward. On the 
first peak the enemy has well-manned batteries 
tbat sweep the va.lley in which we stand. 
Through the wooded strip in front our works 
follow th e course of the mountain. In front of 
the first peak lie Blair and Dodge, the former 
circlillg the point., and the latter's right touch- . 
ing Logan's left just where the gorge marks the 
dividing lille I haye already mentioned. 

Logan is to aseen(i, therefore, the eastern half 
or second peak, swillging around the point to 
the southern slope as far as prudence will per
mit. 

The troops composing the assaulting column 
are Lightbllrn's arc! Giles A. Smith's brigades, of 
1>1. L. Smith's divisiol!, aud W"a,!clltt's, of Harri
son's (liyision. 

General M. L. Smith, the indomitable old 
leader, whose name among the troops is a 
tiynonym for everything that is true and noble 
~n a soldier, commands the column. A stranger 
m the army, who never heard of Morgan L. 
Smith, will learn to hold him in high esteem 
from what the common soldiers say of him. A 
better recommendation 110 man can have. 

Eight o'clock on the twenty-seventh, and 
Lo._·an, prompt t.o the Illillute, ordered his col
umn forward. The Forty-sixth Ohio and Fortieth 
Illinois-the latter (;ommallded by the lamented 
Colonel B:1rnhill-were deployed in front as 
skirmishers. The. encmy was never more vigi
lant. The moyement was detected; he threw 
forward reinforcemcnts to his skirmishers, and 
the ground was stubbornly disputed. All the 
while the terrible artillery on the peaks-twelve 
guus in all-maintained a deadly cross-fire on 
our troops below, and was answered by our 
batteries wi th solid shot, t.hat po wdered and 
crippled their rocky parapets. Emerging into 
the opcn fields, the rebel infantry essayed again 
behind ~heir rifle-pit.s to check or Imrl us back. 
In front ot his line of rifle-pits the enemy had 
carefully prepared two lines of perplexing 
abatis. The first cOllsisted of felled saplings, 
with the limbs and branches sh:1rpened and 
interwovclL Throngh these, after some diffi
culty, deJa.y, and loss, we penetrated and sunn 
agaill enconJltered a seeond ahatis, construeted 
with more care, and of a II10re formidable 
nature. Heavy piles were cut for the purpose, 
pointed and placed the ground, and inclined 
toward us. 

To look at these rude defences when the bat
tle is oyer and the danger passed,· and one 
might be tempted to say that these sharp sticks 
are insignificant obstructions that a few men ill 
a short time would render harmless. 

When we reflect that a very sbort distance 
separates the abatis from the enemy's rifle-pits, 
tbat swarm with troops, that character of clefence 
has no mean significance. The check, however, 
was merely momentary. The abatis was clear(Jd 
and the enemy's rifle-pits at once assailed. 
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--------.-------------------------------------------------------------
A brigade of Mississippi and Missouri rebels 

held the works, and greeted our advanee with 
a uaUing fire. The abatis onee cleared, and the 
W~y was elear. A charge was ordered, a cheer 
rang out full and round and IURty, and the work 
was done. 

The enemy beat a rapid retreat toward the 
mountain, and plunged into the underbrush of 
that rugged, uneven slope, hotly pursued by the 
eager skirmishers. 

Logan's troops were worn and jaded by tbe 
heat. bill. vietory to the soldier is as an invigor
ating elixir to the invalid, and in the joy he 
feels the very flag seems to partieipate. Still 
the bullets and missiles are showered incessant
ly down. The artillery peals out its hoarse, 
heavy thunders, hurls down its withering hail, 
allrl the mountain seems a voleano more tban 
ever. 

Success has so invigorated and inspired the 
men that the heat and fatigue are forgotten, and 
no obstacle is too difficult to check or dis
hearten. 

The only practicable line of retreat is by the 
• 	 ravine tl,at I have referred to. and toward tbis 

the pursued and pursuers teneL Over rocks 
and through the brush, skirmishing all the way, 
the race continucs along the slope. A party of 
our troops take possession of the ravine, and 
about a hundred rebels, who were thus cut off, 
were made prisoners. 

It is found impossible to take a column 
through thc thick-standillg undergrowth. and 
Logan directed that the column be deployed in 
linc of battle Lightburn holds the right, Giles 
A. Smith the centre, and "Yaleutt the left. 'In 
this order the men continue their tedious, tire
some ascent, crawling between aud o\'er rocks, 
and pulling themselves up at times by limbs 
anel brush. The rebels loosen huge rocks aud 
logs, that come crashing down the declivity 
with a noise likc thunder. Many of the troops 
are crushed in lhis manner; but the line lags 
nol a moment. 

Hanging above the foliage of the slope now, 
sent by an explosion, and curling and twirling 
aloft in the clear expanse, a light, gauze mantle 
of sulphur-smoke Roats along the mountain side, 
through which at intervals can be seen glimpses 
of the colors that some daring feUow has phlnted 
on a massive rock, anel then the welkin rings 
again with the glad shouts of the watchers 
from below. A rumbling noise like thunder 
floats down the mountain again and again, and 
now saplings are bending before the shock of a 
heavy rock that the rebels from their rccky 
cyrie have hurled at the advancing liue. The 
flag mo\'es again. Upward, onward, is the cry, 
and as the firing grows in violence the shouts, 
groans. and cheers lose identity and blend into 
a din. It was a spectacle that once seen could 
llot be forgotten. 

The painter's pencil may portray on canVaB 
the contour of mountain, the mosaic of fields 
and forests in the valley below; may pictu.re a 
rocky, abrupt slope, impassable cliffs, inequali

ties of the smface, n line of earthworks, a can
nOll, or a fort, but· let anyone see a battle as it 
rages, and see it in oil, a.nd I care not what Ihe 
genius of the artist, he will say," it lacks the 
cheers and shouts of the combatallts." Tho 
action is the life and soul of a battle, the noise, 
the telTible clamor, the roar, the confusion, are 
all parts of a drama t.hat loses its interest if it 
fails in one particular. 

Parrhasius wanted for his picture of Prome
theus " but a dying groan," and withont this he 
felt that he had failed. Walker, the famous 
army artist, whose .pencil, like a magician's 
wand, reproduces on cauvas scenes arOlmd 
which clust.er and cling memories that will be 
historic, aud float down to posterity, to he treas
ured aud revered huudreds of years hence, can· 
put on canvas every other detail of a battle; 
but without t.he ringing cheer, the exultant 
shout, the actual flutter of the flag, the swaying, 
surging line of battle; in a word, the aL:t.ion, 
the life, and the din, the conception falls far 
short of the !·eality. 

Nearing the summit, just such an insur
mounta ble fa<;ade of cliffs as opposed us at 
Rocky Fa.ee obstructs our p<1.th. Tl)e averlLge 
perpenrlicular heigh t of the precipice is thirty 
feet. 

Along the verge of this the enemy had 
drawn a line of battie, and his troops, as W9 

approached, hurled down rocks, clubs, blocks, 
and every conceivable species of missile that 
could do UB injnry, killing and maiming ma.r.y. 

Colonel Barnhill, of the Fortieth Illinois, had 
been ordered to go toward the summit as far as 
possible, and he determined to literally obey. 
At the head of his line along with the skirmish
ers, a conspi(!uous mark for the rebel sharp
shooters, he shared with his men every danger, 
and fell dead at the very ba.se of the lofty pali
sade of rock that barred the way. 

Though Loga.n failed to do what was allotted 
him, and in that did onJ.y what every portion of 
the line did, he only failed to do what was, from 
the very nature of things, an utter impossi
bility. 

In one honr and a quarter from the time they 
marched out from their breastworks, Logan's 
troops had cleared two lines of abatis; carried 
a line of earth works at a charge; followed the 
routed enemy up his rugged st.ronghold through 
a mnrderous cross-fire of artillery, aud a storm 
of bullets; conquered every obslacle; piau ted 
the Rag at the 108t of an insurmountable array 
of cliifs-the very furthost approach to the 
summit; threw up defences of logs and stones, 
and to-day holds the liue despite the stubborn
est efforts of tho enemy to dislorlge him. 

The losses of tbe Fifteenth corps will foot up 
over sixty prominent and gallant officers and 
four hundred men killed and wounded. Amollg 
the olficers who fell in the assault, and whose 
loss will be deeply deplored, because irrepara
ble, I find the following: 

Colonel Rice, Fifty-seventh Ohio, mortally 
wounded; Colonel Parry, Fifty-fourth Ohio, 
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severely wounded j Colonel Spooner, Eighty-
third Indiana, severely wounded j Colonel W<1I
cutt, slightly wounded j Lieytenar~t-C.olollel 
'Vri ....ht One Hundred <1nd Thu'd IlJlIlOlS, se
verel), 'wounded j Colonel Barnhill, Fortieth 
Illinois. killed j Captain George, Fort.ieth Illinois, 
severely wounded j Captam Augustine, com
manding Fifty-fifth Illinois, killed. 

One regiment of the corps emerged from this 
ordeal with but five field and line officcr~ for 
duty. The Eighty-third Indiaua lost two color-
bearers w,hile ascending the mountain. Both 
were shot by sharpshooters, aud installtly 
killed. 

Among the mangled and lacerated sufferers 
that drifted from this terrible maels trom to the 
rear, bearing themselves as only heroes do. was 
a young boy about seventeen years of age, who, 
while nearillg the difi's, was sllot through both 
arms by a ~finie ball that fractured the bonos of 
both. Men with stretchers saw him clambering 
slowly down the ro~ks with his mangled arms 
dangling at his side, and asked permission ~o 
carry him. He was not walkmg because no aid 
was ncar. He, a sufferer, was sacrifioing his 
interests to tllose of his fellows. vVith a look 
of mingled pain and firmncss , he replied-" Go 
on up the mountain and bring down the boys 
that can't walk. Don't mind mo j" an d hc stag
gered on alone and unsupported down t.he 
mounta.in throngh the hail of shells and bullets 
to the hospital. . 

Simultaneously with Loga.n's advanoe, Dodge 
moved from his works with three regimellts
SJ:xJy-sixth and Ninth Illinois, of Sweeny's di
vision, and the Sixty-fuurth minois, of Vcatch's 
-and enoountered the cnemy's skirmishers di
rectly after quittillg the defences. The Fifth 
Illinois supported the Sixty-sixth. '1'he Sixty
fomth was formed ill two lines, one supporring 
the other. Colonel Murrill, of tho Sixty-fonrth 
llIinois, entonntered such reSiSw,llce from the 
enemy's skirmLsbers that he was cOlllpelled to 
bring up bis reserves at the very outset. 

The same obstacles that Logan met with 
opposed the advatlte of Dodge. The thickets 
were almost impenetrable, and it was found im
practicable to attempt (.he asoent in column of 
assault. It was detormined therefore to deploy 
in line of battle,and the men, crawling cautious
ly and stealthily forward as skirmishers, through 
brush and over rocks, sheltering th emselves as 
best they could, pushed up the mountain. 

The fighting at times was stubborn, and the 
losses severe for tho numbers engaged. Gresh
am's, one of Blair's brigades, assisteJ alld sup
ported Dodge to-day ill his assanlt, and wou 
signal praise for his splolldid condnct. 

that a portion of the regiment having entered 
the enemy's works were environed at once and 
compelled to surrender or make an effort to cut 
its wuy out. 'fhe odds were too fearful, and a 
portion of the party was captured. The brave 
and devoted Captain White died in the act of 
planting his foot. on the rebel parapet. ilis 
~First Lieutenant was wounded three tiItleR, and 
cannot recover. Thus crippled and depleted, 
the regiment was unprepared to renew, alolJe, 
t.he 'fight. In t.he mean time the rebels seized an 
opportune moment to make a eOllllter-~harge, 
and drove the remnant of the regimell t bad, to 
line from which it started. General Dodge im
mediately despatched throe additionalregimo'lts 
to protect the flanks of his line, alld having 
pushed it to within forty yards of the onemey's 
main works, threw up rud e defences, amI still 
holds the ground. 

Gelleral Dodge's losses will not much excoed 
one hundred and lifty in killed, wou:lded, alld 
missing, at least a third of which 10Sd "'as suf
fered by the meritorious old Sixty-fourth Illinois. 
Among those lost whose places will novcr ap
pear to the regiment so well !-illed as when he 
was tbere, is the Adjutant of the Sixty-fourth. 
Fow tau have it said of them, as it Illay be i ruth
fuJly of him j /I All who knew him loved and 
admired while livillg, and are ready to do honor 
to his memory wbell dead ." 

.Blair's orders were to move out on the left, 
and nmke such dcmonstrations as would lead 
tlle enomy to believe his purpose to be to pass 
entirely around their right flank to the rC<1r (,f 
Kenesaw. He moved at six A. M., and fuund 
the enemy in such foroe but a short diaL..ilce 
ont as to prevent a furthor advancc, unless he 
assaulted a strong line ()f works, which. with 
a full knowledge of tho plan of operations for 
the day, hc did not dcp-m prudent or (:ollHistent 
wit.h I,is instructions. The situation was 
promptly reported to the Commanding Gene ral, 
and, from thc absence of further orders to that 
corps, 1 presume the judgment of General mair 
was flllIy approve:!. 

The part of "he Sevonte.onth corps for the re
mainder of tbe day seems to have bocll to main
tain a threatoning attitudo, alld employ the 
enemy's attention, for nothing but skirmishing 
transpired. The l<lSSCS I have not heard ('sti
mated, but gresume they will not exceed one 
hundred. General Liggett's divisioll al d the 
left uf Grcsham's line appear to have suJJered 
these. 

As I havo chroniclod operations thus far, 
with rcfl'rence to corps, I shall d('seribc the 
action on the celltre in the same mannor, though 
Newtol\'~ division, of Howard 's, and Davis', of 

Well advanced toward the enemy's line, and p,.lmer's corps, eonstitutkJd to all intents and 
believing that an open assault would tarry the Ipllrpo~es, the Imme assaulting column. Following 
works, these two regimellts boldly charged over 
the defences and into the enellJY's rifle-p its. 
The admiration their gallant. conduct elicited 
was equalled only by the pOlguant son'ow all 
felt at the luckless delwuement. 

So hotly engaged wat; the Fifty.third Indialla, 

the D<1lJas and Marietta road through the forest 
to th e south-east, at a point wbere the works 
barely cover the road, hly Newton's di"ision of 
Howard 's (Fourth oorps) . Dd.vis passcd to the 
re<11' of this di"isiol1 early in th e morning, and 
formed ill COI Ulllll of assault on the right, under 
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cover of high gronnd, and just on the left of 
the Twentieth corps. From some cause, prob
ably to draw the enemy's attention toward 
our left, and calise thc shifting of his spare force 
to his right, the attack was delayed uutil about 
nine A. M. 

The lines at this point bear almost north alld 
south, and continue in that direction until we 
reach the cen tre of Hooker's (Twentieth) corps. 
where they bear to the sout.h-cast. The groUIld 
in front of Newton is open and rolling. The 
rebel main works occupy a light ridge covered 
with timber, and his batteries sweep the whole 
space between the lineR. 

Harker's brigade on the right was formed in 
column of division, left in front, and Wagner in 
the same order on the left. KimbaLrs brigade, 
retired on ''''agner's left, with orders tu gnard 
the flank and snpport whichever of the brigades 
seemed weakest, was formed in column of 
divisions, right in front. 

Harker, debonching from the forcst, is mel; 
by a withcring fire of artillery and mnsketry, 
hllt still holds straightforward toward the rebel 
wurks. Findillg that 'Vagner and he are movillg 
in such close proximity as to create confusion 
should he desire to depluy, Harker obliqued to 
the right, moved uff ngain slowly under a very 
dcstructi ve fire, and 'Vagner hastened forward 
to a depression where his men might be shel
tered somewhat from thc seething fire of gr:lp.e 
and canister that swept through and tore his 
rallks. Think of columns at the distance of six 
hUlldred yards from artillery braving a continu
ous storm of grape and canister, and you have 
the ordeal througll which these brave fellows 
passed. 

Wagner was still exposed to an enfilading 
fire from artillery, and soon from a fI~nk fire of 
infantry, that the enemy pushed out to effect his 
dislodgment. During the advance ·Wagner's 
troops were struck so heavily at the very first 
shock that a good portion crum bled off aud 
drifted to the rear. Enfiladed, and unused to 
such formations for battle, it required all the 
firmness and sternness at commaud to keep the 
men to the work. 

Now and then a little rift from the line, like 
the prcmonitory snow-slides that warn of the 
avalallche, drifted back, and Kimball was ordered 
up to "Vag-ncr's relief-to pass over him and, 
if possible, to enter the rebel works. The 
rebels, perceiving thc movement, sallied out, 
and, forming on Kimball's left, fwnoyed him 
vcry much. An order came to " form in colum!1 
of battalion," ,md at once the lines took a shape 
iu which the troops were more readily handled; 
it was a retnrn to the" good old style," as the 
boys said, and then the battle raged furionsly. 
Harker, st.ern, determined, and desperate, hurls 
his column against the works, ollly to see it 
bO;'l1e back with an impetus equal to the blow, 
and again he essays a breach. Again his col
umn da8hes madly, desperately forward, is cut 
and maugled by the plunging grape and canister, 
and retarns again, exhausted. AmbItions as he 

was brave, the thought of failure is unendnra
ble, and, though the broiling beat of midtmru
mer's sun is poming down upon the fields, and 
the sweltering troops are dripping with perspi
ration and gasping for brcath, he implores them 
to follow him once more. ·With head uncovered 
and hat in hand, he rides boldly out in front. 
As he passes Colonel Bradley he acquaints him 
with his intention. 'fhe Colonel answers: 
"General, don't go up there; we cannot take 
the works ·without support." Harker only 
answers: "I must have the works, and, turning 
to his men, asks; " Who will follow me 1" Fif
teen brave fellows, kindred spirits all, that have 
not in their composition a tinge of fear, spring 
to their rifles and answer, "I I" "I!" and the 
die is cast. A handful of bravery unalloyed, 
heroes enough to leaven an army, dauntieRs 
martyrs t.hat Hugo'S pen alone can laud as they 
should be lauded, this little band of devoted 
soldiers move quickly up the slope of a little 
knoll that, up to this time, has sheltered them. 
The summit of this knoll is but fifteen yards 
from the rebel works. 

Harker and his little hand are under fire, 
but the enemy, as if loth, in absolute admira
tion, to slaughter heroes of that stamp, are 
silent. Hopeless though the effort is, Harker 
moves on, ancl his men follow him. He reaches 
the summit; a line of gray smoke shoots out; 
hundreds of rifles ring, and, as the hurricane 
would sweep off the thistle-down, Harker and 
his brave fellows are swept into eternity. 

Kimball and WaglJer battle on, essay again 
and again to advancc, and at last pu~h up to 
tho very works, when a terrible volley sweeps 
through the line cutting down many of their 
bravest, trustiest officers. Kimball lopes the 
hrilliant Chandler, the light of whose intellect 
seemed to illumine every diffkult subject, and 
adjust it with the wisdom of a sage. Lieuten
ant-Colonel Kerr, of thc Seventy-fourth Illinois, 
has also fallen, alld been left wit.hiu arm's reach 
of the rebel earthwork. 

Wagner loses iJeavily, also, in officers and 
enlisted men. Captain Kirkpatrick and Lieu
tenant Sharp, of the Fortieth Iudiana. are killed 
while leading their men in a charge. Lieutenant
Colonel Boone, of the Twenty-eighth Kentucky, 
who uever thinks of danger when disoharg ing 
duty, is disabled, though not dang-erollsly 
injured. Scores of brave and accomplished 
officers in those few bloody charges are gone 
down, and hundreds of our best troops strew 
the field. 

It would be invidiolls, where men fonght so 
unexceptionably well, to make distinctions be
tween regiments. A volume wOllld hardly 
record the deeds of heroism performed that 
da.y; much less could I, who am limited in time 
and space. 

An hour's bloody work has failed to aehieve 
om object, and, oppressed with that thought, 
bllt not disheartened, the main body of tho 
assltlliting force withdraws to our ma.in linB, 
leaving a force aie1.uate to the task, to intrench 
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and hold the little ground we did win. The losses 
ill :Newton's division will reach, I presurilC, at 
Ie,lst eight hundrcd. 

W e left DRvis' division, to which has been 
allotted a part in this sanguinary effort, shel
tered by high gronnd. Rwaiting orclers. At 
9:20 A. M., I"aving i'lTorgan as roserve, with 
McCook on the left, formed in column of regi
ments, and Mitchell ill the same order on the 
right, he uncovers his column, ,wcl moves 
through into the open fields. His apP'1Urar.ee 
is the signal for the enemy's artillery that now 
opeus from half a dozen points alollg his line. 
The troops take the double-quick, and, ('heering 
Instily, sweep boldly across the illtcrvening 
space. In advance of Mitchell's brigade the 
Thirty-fourth IlIillois is deployed as skirmishers, 
with four companies in reserve. The rebel 
skirmishers deliver a volley and rapidly retirc. 
A light abatis is encountered, but it offers 
slight resistance. Pushing through and on, the 
two eolumlls descend into a hollow Rnd are 
partially sheltered. 

Here again the formation seemed to have 
proven defecti ve. That this expedien t, resorted 
to for the purpose of saving men, failed of its 
object. I have not the shadow of a doubt. The 
peculiar formation of the rebel lines, and the 
excellent judgment displayed by the rebels ill 
plRnl"ing their artillery, conspired to adduce " 
blvo:!y proof of the futility of the plan. The 
Illell saw that the experiment was too costly, and 
long before they reached the hollow they had 
begllTl to cleploy. 

Here the lines were readjusted and the two 
columns summoning every energy am! braeillg 
every nerve, stood ready to close in a death
gmpplc for the works. The word is spoken, 
and, with a yell that has in it the evidence of 
soul to dare llud earnest will to work, the mell 
rush to the assanlt. A volley tears throngh ollr 
rallks and strews the ground with dead and dy' 
ing. Over these, careless as to who is trampled. 
the furious followers rush headlong for wurd , and 
they, too, are nlllnbered among the fallen. It 
was a spectacle full of sublimity. When I knew 
the fate of that charge my thoughts involuntar
ily revcrted to that pasRage in Byron's descrip
tion of Waterloo: 

" When this Hory mass of living valor 1 

Roi ling on thC' fOOt 
And burning wiLh high hope, 

Shall mouldor cold and low." 

Colonel Daniel McCook, in the actof mounting 
the rebel parapot, was pierced by a ball that 
passed entirely through the left breast. and he was 
borne from the field. Colonel Hamun, of the One 
Hundred and Twenty-fifth Illinois, a noble sol
dier and a popular officer, sllc(;eeded to the 
command. Dashing forward as the line, borne 
down by a mass of metal that threatened to 
sweep it from existence, was waverillg, he 
raised his sword and was about to lead another 
clmrge, when a bullet stnlCk him lifeless to the 
earth. C!Jlonel Dilworth, of the Eighty-fifth 

.lgain and again did Di.lworth and Mitchell lead 
their men to the enemy 's works. ArnollO' the 
rearles!:! spirits, that on 'that day seemed a~ im
pervions to bullets as to fear is Colonel Banninc' 
of the One Hundred and Twenty-first Ohio bl 
regiment of Colonel Mitch ell's brigade. Hl' r:p
parenti), ignored his own safety, refused shelter 
wht:n it offereu, Rncl bosiell himself in steadyinO' 
ane! holding his Iino. If troops conld be rrmd~ 
invincible, I appreheod it could only be under 
sneh leaners as he. 

To gi VB YOll some idea of the desperate ohar
acter of the struggle, the following facts will be 
ample data: 

The One Hundred and Thirteenth Ohio, the 
regiment that lecl the column uncleI' Mitchell, lost 
teu officers out of nineteen. 

Two mon of the Thirty-fourth Illinois were 
left dead inside the euemy's works. The eolor
bearer of the Twenty-second India.na-John 
Caton, of compally F-carried his colors so noar 
the works that a rebel cast a stone at him with 
such force as to fractUre the skull. The same 
gallant fdlow was Htruck by a bullet before be
ing wounded in the head, and t.bouO'h it carried 
away his finger, he would not yieldOthe lIa"', but 
bore it forward until struck down as I have" mell
tionec!. Captain Jack Kenne<iy, of the Eighty
fifth Illinois, was also clallgeronsly wouncled by a 
stone thrown fwm the rebel works. One of 
Colonel Mitchell's men was serousl\' wounded in 
the leg by a pickaxe hurled by a hurly foema.a 
at Olll' line. The bodies of two of Coionel 11:t
chell:s men could be seen, after our withdril\val, 
hanging across the rebel breastworks. It was a 
(lay pregnant with heroic cleeds, and the pOll of 
the histonan and the poot, the pOllcil of the 
painter, and the chisel of the artist, will yet find 
matter here for thollght and labor. 

The eorrespol.dent only regrets that his time 
and space are not commensurate with his desires. 
Hundreds of exemplary soldiers, who have per
formed deeds that would brigh ten any historic 
page, and stir a patriotic pride in the hearts of 
his loyal conlltrymen, will go down to death, 
each of whom deserves a place with him who ill 

j I ~~~c~~~~: r}~:~~:!cl'~~~~~ltal nameE 
T~at wero not born to llic." 

The day of the hattIe was fearfully hot, and 
the dead and wounded lay side by side between 
the lines that were but: tilirty yar'ds Rpart, whilo 
the vieions bullets whistlel over them from 
eleven o'clock in th,~ day until early the f~llow
ing morning. The fighting on D:wis' front lasted 
about an hour, dUl'ing which time he sustained a 
loss of seve II hundred and fifty men. Colonels 
Dilworth ancl Mitchell headed their brigades 
with the wisdam a.nd dexterity of lifelollo- sol
diers, and elicit hearty (;omme·ndatiolls. C~loll el 
Daniel McCook won laurels to-da.y that all who 
love to be honored as a brave man and acom'le
tent leacler cannot fRil to envy. ' 

Davis' division retired only to the shelte~ of a 
light knoll, when the scooped with theirmen 

Illinois was next in mnk, and assumed command. Ihands dirt enough to shield their bodies untIl 
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intrenching tools arrived, when stronger defences 
were thrown up, and the two lines lie now so 
close, that our men lying on their backs pitch 
over stones and clubs into the rebel works. 

To protect the flank of the assaulting column 
und er Davis, Hooker, with Geal")' on the left, and 
Butterfield on the right, leaving VVllIiams in re
serve on the centre, moved from his works 
across the open fields, suffering a slight loss, and 
rested his line just at the edge of the forest. Just 
under the rebel works he lay and fortified. The 
new line he still h"lds witb' a Eght force, having 
retired his maiu forces to the originallinc. 

Scholleld's opemtions consisted of an advance 
by Riley's brigade on the Sandtown road, which 
resultcd in a sharp skirmish, and the dri ving of 
the enomy from his works. Regretting tha.t I 
am not nbiquitous, the fad that I am not. ad
mUted. I presume it will only be neccssar.)' to 
say that our line was at least twelve miles long, 
to seeure pardon for not furnishing the partic
ulars. 

Hascall's division, I was credihly informed, 
engltgcd the enemy and drove him at evcry 
lloint. The enemy's right was weak, and was 
held partly by cavalry. I heard no estimate of 
the losses in General Schofield's corps tbat I 
deemed reliable, and hence I adopt none. 

I estimate the losses resulting from the assault 
nlollg the line at three thonrmnd, and feel confi
dent that official reports will not vary far from 
tha,t estimate. Of course, immediately aner an 
engagement of the charaeter of this, before the 
reports of regimen,t;al (Jommanders have been 
sent in, it is impossible to be exaet; but I ven
ture the assertion that the official count will not 
varv one hnndre'l either way. 

The army now is executing another ·flank 
movement, and, if succesBfcil, as I cannot beEeve 
it will fail to be, when you next bear from me it 
will be from the banks of the Chatt.c'lhoochee, if 
not from the objcdive point of the carnpa;gn
Atl,llIta. 

SIx MIL&.;; SoUTH OF M.!RJKTT}., l 
June 30. ) 

The assault upon the centre and left, which 
was made, having proved a failure, and tIle 
rebels still mainbinillg themselves on Kenesaw 
witLI defiance, what· next shall be done to diR
lodge them? It is uot for anyone to say that 
it is impossible for large cuough bodies of our 
troops to take the rebel w.orks by direct assault. 
but. the sacrifice of life would be so fearful that 
the mind cannot contemplate it without horror. 
To charge upon thi0k ranks of living mell, is a 
thing our soldiers do with spirit, for tbey have 
good hope of SllceeSR; but to be thrust against 
dead walls of earth and logs, only to be broken 
alld crushed, without any (Jompellsatiug gain, is 
hard, is maddening. The flanking policy pur
slled by Gelleral Shermltll, up to the time of tbe 
assault of the twenty-seventh, is not only the 
bighest philanthropy, hut the most succossful 
strategy. It makes armies gain bat.tles by 
marches instead of charges, with shoe-leather 

rather than with bayonets; keeps the men in 
good spirits, and keeps them out of tlw hosp i
tals and out of the graves. It takes more bre..1.d , 
and meat, fl.nd coffee, and is less glorious as the 
world goes, but it saves men's lives, and that 
is more than all clse. \V"e must meet the reb!'l 
army sometime, it is trne, face to face, and 
fight it, fight it hard, and crush it, ~se the 
Confederacy will never be broken np. 

'What t.his new movement, then, is definitely, 
of conrse, I do not know; but it is evidently to 
be a return to the old stratcgy of fifl.nking. 

Certain corps of the army are being rapidly 
brought to a marching trim, by being sifted of 
rhollmatics and debilitated men-all, in sbort, 
who eannot march fast--and others are mak
ing themselves inpregnable bchind regular 
forts and earthworks of a formidable oharac
ter. It may not be that they will make an 
attempt upon the fortifications on the south 
bank of tbe Chattahoochee, and it may be 
they will. 

'1'he question may be asked why Kenesaw 
Mountain was not flanked at once, aud left 
behind in the forward march, just as Lost 
Mountain and Pine Mountain were? Oil the 
ordinary maps they all appear as detached 
cones rising out of the surrounding level, and 
offering the same fa,cilities for tllG passage of 
flanking columns at theiT base. The real moun
tains are not so. Lost Mountain is almost a 
perfect cone; so is Pine Mountain; but Kene
saw is composed of two sections, divided by a 
dcep notch on the summit, and the entire length 
of the two at the base is nearly two milcs. 
Besides tbat, they slope away gradually in a 
series of hills, forming approacbes to the main 
peak, and offering great natural ad vanta.ges for 
fortifications. Th liS the length of the rebel 
front, which it would be very difficult to carry 
by assault, was upward of four milcs. thc east 
end resting Oll the raiIroad. As the army 
approached this stronghold, and the centre and 
part of the left begau to bear against it, the 
right wing was gradually swung around parallel 
to the railroad, apparemly with thc intention of 
driving off a sufficient number of the enemy's 
forces, to enable an assault made upon these 
approachcs to sllcceed. The difficulties which 
lay in the way of this assault, both the strength 
of' the defences and the determination of tLIe 
rebels, seem not to have been fully weighed by 
anyone. It was made on the twenty-seventh, 
and fa,iled-signally failed. Lost Mountain was 
so distant from the railroad that the rebel line 
could barely reach it by being greatly deployed, 
anel. at the Sfl.mc time hold the raihvad. Our 
owri superfluity in nllmhers enabled us to bring 
a strong line against theirs, and to sweep it 
away at once. Pine Mountain, though milch 
nearer to the railroad, was so entirely dctached 
that, while a small flJTce was left in its frollt, 
the two wings .could begin at once to swing 
arollnd and cansc the rebels to vacate it. It 
req nired so long a line to hold the railroad and, 
at the same time keep a strong force all along 
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the base of the mountain, that there was bnt a 
small force left with which to attempt a flank 
on the right. ao small was it that the Com
mandillg (;eneral seems to have been deterred 
from pushing it vigorously eastward toward the 
railroad in the rear of Marietta, for f~ar of 
detaching it altogether from the main army and 
exposing it to disaster. Nothing further was 
attempted, therefore, as I have said, than to 
extelld the right on a long line down along the 
enemy's flank, with the hope that this would 
weaken his strength in the centre and render 
the hil\s on the east and west oLKencsaw preg
nable to an assault. The rebels did not allow 
themselves to be deceived .by this lellgthened 
line; from tbe elevated top of Kenesaw t.hey 
could see plainly that our main posts still con
froated them, and that the flanking movement 
was n'lt in earnest. Thev contented themselves 
with sending a corps to check it partially, which 
they did in the fight of the twenty-fourth, as 
will be remembered. What might have been 
aecomplisbed more than has bcoll, if the force 
we sent out that day had been made stronger 
by details from the centre (whicb could have 
amply protected itself behind intrenehments), 
and had pushed vigoronsly for the railrolJ.rl, 
evell at tbe risk of becomiug entiroly dotached 
from the main body. and had thus fallen upon 
the enemy's rear, I will not attempt to say. 
The result might have been better; possibly 
much worse. 

Signalizing, a most interesting and usefnl arm 
of the military service is, perhaps, less heard of 
by the public than any other; and its invalua
ble labors, as well as its fre(juent. imminent per
ils, are alike unrecorded, and, therefore, unap
preciated. The signal-officer who would bring 
late and full news to the Commanding General 
must undergo not a little fatigue and hardship. 
He must dimb high trees to watch tbe enemy; 
be must penctrat~ through tangled thickets and 
forestR, in search of eligible statit)n$; he must 
climb the sides of steep and rugged mountains, 
and his bright and showy flag ne ver fails to 
attract tbe rebel sharpshooter's fire when he is 
in reach, which he must often be to secure a 
good post, or ob3erve the enemy closely. 'When 
once a station is esta.blished, his flag must never 
d.roop by day, nor his toroh grow dim by night, 
till he has orders from bis chief to abandon tbe 
post fOT a new one. And yet so great is the 
myst,ery with which he must enshroud his art, 
so profoundly secret must he keep the weighty 
messages and orders confided to him and so 
silent are bis operations, that the w~rld, and 
even the army, Imow little about him. He alone 
is proof against the wiles of those" uni versal 
walking interrogation-points," the correspond
ents, though he, above all others, is the man 
whom they would delight to be permitted to 
II use." But be has his reward for all this. In 
tbe dear, upper air where he dwells he sces, as 
with a hawk's eye, the whole great drama 
played out beneath him; he sees the long lines 

knows where they go and why; his eyes feast 
upon the field of battle, where the colnIDns ot 
attack rush impetuously down a. wooded slope, 
across an open field, and up IIlto another piece 
of woods, alld all is clear to him and iutelligi
ble, while, to others who mu~t grovel on the 
gr')l1nd, there is nothing but au exasperating 
muddle. 

Signal stations are of two kinds; reflecting 
stations anr! stations of observation: the forlller 
for transmitting deRpatches, the latter for watch. 
ing the enemy and communicating the results 
to thc commander. Both are constructed on 
the same principles, and employ. the same in
struments. The latter are few and simple. The 
flag is made of different colors, to contrast 
with the line of t.he back-ground. white, black, 
or red. The one usually employed is hut fU'lr 
feet square; for Lhe longest distances it is mado 
six feet square, and mouuted on a third joint of 
staff; to give it wider range. The marine glass 
is used for scanning the horizon rapidly, and 
making general observations; the telesoope 
for reading signals at a great distance. and 
observing fixod points minutely. Besides these, 
there is a certain mysterious pasteboard disc, 
stamped with a circle of figures, and a sliding 
inLerior one of letters corresponding to eaeh. 
This is the key and cine of the whole matter, 
and to the uninitiated is, of course, impone
trable. 

'Vhen a message is about to be sent, the 
flag-man takes his station upon some elevated 
object. and "calls" the station with which ho 
desires to communicate, by waving the flag 
or toreh slowly to and fro. Tbe operator, 
seated at the glass, watches closely the dis
tant ·flag, and as soon as it responds by dip
ping be is ready to send his despatch. Holdill;; 
the written message before him, he calls out to 
the flag-man certain numbers, each figure or 
combination of figures standing for a letter. 
The flag-man indicates each separate figure by 
an ingenious combination of a f()w very simplo 
motiolls. For i'nstallce, one stroke of the flag 
from a perpendicular to a right horizontal iudi
c.... tes Olle figure; a stroke to the left horizontal, 
indicates another; a stroke executing a halt 
circle, another, &c. After each motion indicat
iug a figure, the flag returns always to a per
pendicular. There are a few syllables which are 
indicated by a single stroke of the flag; other
wi~e the word mllst be spelled out lotter by 
letter. Experienced signal. officers, however, 
employ many ahbreviations by omitting vowell;, 
&c., so tbat scarcely a single word, unloss a 
very unused one, is spelled out in full. 

When a message is bcin;; reeei ved, the 
operator sits at the glass, with tbe liag-man 
near to record it. This the operator then inter
prets, fllr not even the General himself is in 
tile secret, and by supplying the omitted 
vowels, &c.. makes out an intelligible piece of 
the King's English. 

The rapidity with which all this is executed 
of men deployed through the valleys, aud I by experienced operat'H·s is astonishing. The 

http:railrolJ.rl


DOCUMENTS. 239 

Bag is kept in such rapid motion that the eye Iour right flank about four miles from the Chat
of the inexpert can scarcely follow, and his . tahoochee river. Johllston at once saw t.hat 
wonder is increased by being told that the ' he was completely outgcnera1l3d, and on Friday 
reader, of whom hc can not see the slightest in
dication with his naked eye, is ten or twelve 
miles away. An ordinary message of a few 
lines is despatched in ten minutes; a whole 
page of foolscap.occupie.:; about thirty minutes 
iu its transmIssIOn. Officers who have IOllg 
worked together, and arc intimatelyacquainteci 
with each other's abbreviations and peculiar ex
pressions, can improve upon even this spced. 

The distallcc, also, through which signals call 
be transmitted without an intermediate statiOll 
is surprising. Last spring, Captain Leonard. 
chief signal-officer of the Fourth corps, sen t 
despatches regula~ly from Rinbgold to Summer
ville, on .Lookout Mountain, a distancc of eight
een miles. Lieuteuaut William Reynolds, for
medy of the Tenth corps, signalled from the 
deck of a guu-boat twenty miles into Port Royal 
harbor. N. Danicls was sellt by the Secretary 
of War to Maryland Heights to give iuformation 
of the encmy's movcments, and he succeeded in 
sending messages rapidly over the extraordinary 
distance of twenty-four llliles-from thc Heights 
to Sugar-loaf Mountain-four miles from Frcd
erick. But these instan~es require remarkably 
favorable conditions of the atmosphere, locality, 
&c. Ordinarily messagcs are not sent a grcater 
distance than six or eight milcs. Last night, a 
despatch was sent from General Schofield's 
headquarters to Lost Mount.c1.in, a distance of 
six miles, aud returned to General Hooker's 
quarters, directly over which it had passed 
going ont, and a message rotnrned to General 
tlcholield in twenty minutes from the time the 
i1lquiry left him. Geueral Hooker is Olle mile 
frum General Schofield, and directly betweeu 
him and the mountain, but all intervening 
forest prevents direct comm1lnication. 

Not even the flag-men themselves have the 
slightest knowledge of the import of the mes
sage they are sending; not a General in the 
army is let into the secret, unless he comes 
humbly as a student j nor can the signal-oflicers 
themselves read the message sent to them un
less they . have first had the countersign or key, 
given out daily. 

11< ruE FIELD, FOUl< Mil.»; 80um OF MARJ=A, } 

July 4, 1862. 

Marietta is ours j the valiant secesh who 
boastingly proclaimed that they would cQntinue 
to hold the city at all hazards, bave ignomi
niously abandoned their works around the Kene
saw, and at the present writing the" detested 
Yallks" are cooking "sow-belly" in the "Val

afternoon Hardee's and Polk's corps began 
their retreat. to the river, throwing ont a strong 
skirmish line in our front, to keep up appear
auces. Notwithstanding their utmost caution, 
the ru:nbling of tl~eir artiller.y and the rat.tling 
of theIr wagon-trams was plamly heard by our 
advanced line of skirmishers aud by them re
ported along our lines. 
• On Saturday night, about ten o'clock, Hood's 

corps, which was detailed to cover Johnston's 
retreat, began the retrogade movement, and, at 
midnight, our pickets reported that the rebels 
had evacuated their works, and the only forco 
in occupation was a slight skirmish line. This 
good news was snbsequently verified by our 
skirmishers along the linc, and at 3.30 on Sun
day morning, "solitary horsemen" orderlies, 
were busily engaged in earrying orders to the 
various corps, divisioJl, and .brigade command
ers, to prepare to move immediately. A little 
after daylight, the Fourth, Fourtecnth, Twen
tieth and Fifteenth corps took up their march 
for Marietta, and, after a running skirmish with 
'Vheeler's cavalry and the rebel pickcts, ot 
whom it captured about one thousand, including 
prisoners and deserters, our forces entered the 
city about nine o'clock A. ~I. Immediately on 
arrival, a provost guard, detailed fr(Jm the 
First division of thc Fifteenth corps, was placed 
around the city to prevent the soldiers from 
pillaging j bnt, with few exceptiolls, there was 
little to plunder, for most of tile inhabitants had 
fled in pursuit of that myth-the "last ditch." 
Marietta, in the language of countrymen living 
some two or threc milcs from it, "was a righL 
smart place for an up-country town," and before 
the breaking out of the rebellion, must have 
been a place of considerable business. It is 
prettily situated in a valley in the rear of the 
Kenesaw Mountain, to which there is a pleasant 
drive through a series of the most cnehanting 
groves-such as wood-nymphs were wont to 
sport in, if there is any trut.h to be placed in 
the mythological annals of the R)mans. In the 
cent.re of the town is a small park, at the corners 
of which are the" town-pumps "-not pumps 
either, for they are almost unknown in this 
country-but deep wells, from which the water 
is raiscd by means of a rope and windlass. It 
boasts, or to speak more properly, did boast, of 
a large twtel, on the piazzas of which, I have no 
doubt, chivalry in days of yore were wont to 
dilate at length on the bcastly Yanks, while 
smoking cigars alld moistening t.heir labial 
organs with mint. jnleps. 'l'he ancient grandeur 

ley City." As predicted ill my last, Sher- ·of the hotel and mine host have both departed, 

lOall has again outflanked Johnston, and as a and in place of the gorgeous furniture there 

natural cOllsoquence he has-retreated. On was nothing to be seen but a few old bellchea 

}'riday last, Hooker's a!ld Schofield's corps and piles of straw, which told too plainly that 

moved to the right some two miles, and the it had been used as a hospital. Near-by was a 

same night Morgan L.8mith's division of the carpentcr shop, ·at the door of which was a 


. Fifteenth corps was withdrawn from our left large pile of unplaned pine coffius, while at a 

and placed in position on our right, which made I short distance reposed a cemetery, ill which 
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your correspondent noticed some eight hnndred 
or one thousand new-made graves. Adjoining 
this, (Iud endosed with a whitc picket fence , is 
the city cemetery, in which stand quite a num
ber of elegant marble monuments, in memoriam 
of departed citizens. On olle side of thc main 
street stands a large three-story mill-" Kene
saw Mills "-bnt like the dear! organ-grinder, its 
occupation is gone_ The steam engine, boiler, 
burrs and bolting-cloths have aU been removed, 
and may in all probability be again used in 
grinding hominy for om oppressed Soutbern 
breth.ren. 'rhe stores were all closed j the tape 
and needle merchants, the green-6roccl's and 
the egg alld butter vcndcrs had all packed up 
and skedaddled. Only one store was left with 
auy goods in it, and that was a drug store, and 
from its appearance there did not seem to be 
much there beyond a few tinctures, some Yan
kee pateilt medicines-ITo doubt n~ver paid for 
- anrl a lot of pill and salye boxes. As our 
troops marched through the city in solid col· 
umn, their bayonets glistening in the sunshine 
-orderly and ill good mar(;hing time-some 
fair 8ec(>8h damsel would cautiously draw the 
curtllin and trtke a peep. Finding tl~ey did not 
prove allY attraction, they became more bold, 
and windows and doors were gradually opened. 
Little children would run out and inquire if we 
were Yanks, amI gaze on us with childish sim
plici ty. 

All day long and far into the ni~ht, solid bo
dies of infantry marched , long trains of artillery 
rumbled, aud the wheels of miles of wagon
tra ins creaked tluongh the town, and it was 
not until near daylig ht that the noise ceased. 
General Sherman maLle his headquarters at t.he 
big hotel, while the Department of the Cumber
land was to be fonnd at an eleg:;tnt resiJence
formerly occnpi ed by th e ehief J_'rofessor of the 
:Mar ietta Military Academy. T;l is was', in its 
palmies t days, quile an institution, and was 
largely patronized by the scions oYthe Georgia'l 
ohi valry. The Academy is a large three-story 
buildll1g, built of brick, amI shaped somewhat 
lik (he ktter E, anrl is sitnat3d Oil the crest of 
a hill about a mile to the s(lIIth-weRf. of' the 
town. In front is a beautiful lawu. on which 
the students were put through tlIe manual of 
arms. On either side of the Ac.ademy, at a dis
tance of about one hundred feet, are some 
twenty or thirty small cottages, in which the 
stmh ots board , in a style similar to that in nlle at 
'Vest Point. In real' was a gymnasium, but as 
the gymnasts had all gone, the appliances for 
getting up mnscle have gone also. From the 
top of the Academy is a splenclid view of the 
surrounding country. Lostanrl Pine J\fonnta'ns, 
the Kcnesaws and Blish i'I{ouut,tLIlS, toget ilcl" 
with the intervening hill~ and valleys-th-e t9Ut 
en.~ernble forming a very beautifullandsuape. 

In com pan)' with several staff officers, yonr cor
rasl'oudent rode through the rebel fortifications 
a little to the south-west of the Kenesaw-par
ticularly those whlCh were so unsuccessfully 
atfucked by Newton and Jeff. C. Davis on _'.:!ou

day last. These works were the admira tion of 
all military men, with wbom we talked, aod it 
excited no lit.tl surpriso thJt Johnston w. s ever 
obliged to leave them. It was the universal 
opinion that they could never have been suc
cessfully assaulted, except at an enormous loss, 
and even then the issne would have been 
doubtful. Tho \Yorks were in double line, and 
built in conformity with the most approved 
style of engineering. They were so well pro
tected by earth as to be impervions to either 
shot or shell, and the ditching behind isof slIch 
charadeI' as to afford the best possible protec
tion against shelling. In front of the first line 
was a cltevemrc de/rise,and immediately beh ind 
a double row of abatLs. The point:> of the 
c7~eve(utxde/rise'W~re splinterej alill03tas line as 
broom corn by the terrific shower of lertuen h.1il 
fired by Ollr n; en, in the charge made on Monday 
last, but it was too strong for our brave b"ys to 
charge, and so they had to fall back to the -rebel 
skirmish line, where they intnmched themselves. 
The abatis was very formidable, and consisted 
of a series of sharpened stakes firmly pnsteu to 
the earth by moans of riders and forks. '1'0 gi ve 
your readers an idea of it, let them imagine a 
picket fence inclined so near the earth that the 
points of the pickets would reach to the knees 
of a mall standing immediately in front of it, 
and in order to make it immovable, suppose the 
bottom board of the fence to be lastened to the 
earth by means of crotches_ The clzeveau:c de 
/1'ise resembles a long string of those domestic 
ammals known as " saw-horses," with the ends 
')1' the" crosses" sharpened. These cross-pi eces 
are inser ted, at a distance of some two fee t. apart, 
through holes bored in a log, and make a most 
f0i'1nidable defense. 

0 ,1 'l'ue&day last, the day after the unsuccessflll 
as!.;anlt on the rebel lincs, McCook's brigad e, of 
which the One Hundred anel Twenty-fifth I111nois, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Langley comnmnding, fonu8d 
the front, determined to advanee their li lle of 
works in order to mille those of the en my. 
As the distance was not. mOI-e than two hun dred 
feet, it was an extremely hazardous enterprise j 
but as Ya,nkee ingellllity canllot be banlked, 
Colonel Langley devised a plan, the like of 
which has not been seen sillce the commence
mellt of the war. The Colonel and one volun
teer crawled from their line to a tree some 
twenty yards in advance, and behind it C<'lU

me need digging a small pit. After digging 
enongh . earth to give protection, an empty 
cracker-box was dragged up from the lines by 
means of [l rope, and filled with earth t!liH was 
plaeed in fror.! of the pit and after digging a 
little more, another crack.er-box was bro uR"ht 
a.\ong, filled and placcd in juxtapositioll. Til is 
was continued with succeRS until fiuully t he 
whole regimellt ad "anced the twenty yanis, and 
were safely ensconed behind the cracker-box 
fortifications. Mining was then at once com
menced, bnt the evacuation of the re bels rendered 
it useless to proceed with the work to its com
pletion. By the way, somehow 01' another the 
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rebels became aware of our design, for a pris
er captured yesterday stated that he was 

o~ tioned where t.he mine" would have blown 
~i~1 t :) thunder, had not our'ns left." 

Tile fourth-the day we celebrate. wa·s ushered 
. I tbis llIorning iu the usual style-musie and 
~nIlOllading. The for111er was at headquarters, 
while the latter w~s at the rebels, wh.o h~ve 
made a demonstratIOn on a rangc of Illlls UTI-

mediately ill our frollt, and tour miles south of 
Marietta. This is in alllikelihoorI only a feint, in 
order to give Johnston time to get properly 
posted at. the ~hattahoo<.:hec-a "~ra'pevine" 
beillg in clreulatlOn that nearly all hIs lllf:mtry 
and artillery is across the river, except the rear 
guard. 

On W'ednesday morning last, a truce was aT-

rauO'ed upon between C"lonel Langley of the 
On: HUlldred and Twenty-fifth Illinois, of 
McCook's brigade, and the rebel Culonel Rice, of 
the 'fwenty-eighth Tennessee, to bury the dead 
kiJlcd in tbe assault made on Monday. Colonel 
Rice was very anxious that the arms and aCCOll
trernents of our soldiers who fell at the rebel 
hreastworks should be given over to the I·ebels. 
But to thiH Coloncl Langley objected, and pro
posed that they should be regarded as neutral 
property, and not touched by either party until 
one or Lhe other should occupy the ground. To 
this Colonel Rice rdnctantly consented -know· 
!ng that if he did not, it would be equivalent to 
saying that the rebels were not going to hold 
their p"sition. The upshot of the matter was 
jnst as Colonel Langley expected; the rebels 
evacul>ted, and we got a1l the arms, some two 
hundred and fifty Enfield rifles. 

From til<) Colonel I gather the following in 
reJatioll to the personnel of Hindman and Cheat-
ham, with whom he had a long conversation; 
Cheatham's uniform consisted of an old slouched 

and House, for the gentlemanly and hUma1le 
manner in which they assisted our forces to pay 
the last sad rites to those who fell, bravely 
fighting in front of the enemy's works, on the 
twenty-seventh of June . 

RuI'F's STATION, SEn.,. MILES } 
SoUTO Of' ~L!.R".,-rA, July o. 

After the rebels fell back fl'om Kenesaw and 
assllmed the secund great line of dofence I have 
mentioned boforc, our army at once follow ed 
tltem up, allt! with an abundance of artiller y 
firing, made them develop their lines fnll and 
distinct. The part played herein by thc left 
will be, doubtlcss, fnlly BCt forth to you by your 
correspondent in that portion of the forces. 
The Twentieth corps performed a conspiCllCl US 
part in the spl endid arttllery practice, wh'ch 
finally made it too bot for the rebels in their 
new line, which they evidently had <.:onstrnctod 
with the fond hope that we wonld again fling 
upou it onr infantry. 

On the morning of the fifth, the Twenty-third 
corps had been fully pl!t in tbe rear (in r serv e) 
of tbe forward movement of the Twell tirth 
corps, which at the same time was advancing to 
the right, obliquely toward the river, so that it 
was deployed directly in front. of, an<1abont t wo 
miles in ad vance of the Twenty-third. The 
Fifteenth, Sixteenth, and Seventeenth corps had, 
meantime, got into position on the right, in the 
order named, from left to right, and began to ad
vance, skirmishing slightly, and ca.nnonading 
the enemy wherever the enemy appeared to be 
in force. The ad vance of the Fourteon th, 
Twentieth, and Fourth corps, mean time, toward 
the river was gradua1ly stmightening out the 
rebel semi-circular lines, which I have alluded 
to in a furmer letter as iuvesting the railroad 
bridge, and causing their forces to lengthen out, 

hat, a blue hickory shut, butternut pallts, a«d a . and eonsequently, extend down the ri ver. They 
pair of cavalry boots. The supports to his un
mentionables were an old lcather strap and a 
piece of web-the tout elisemble presenting the 
appearance of a" Johnny" nm to seed. Cheat-
ham was of the opinion tha.t the war would be 
seWed by treaty, as neither party could conquer. 
Re was satisfied that we had so completely 
revoliltionized .Missouri, Arkansas, Tennessee, 
Kcntucky, West Virginia, Maryland and Loui
sialta, that they wuuld never form part of the 
Coufedera<.:y. He virttlJ.lly admittei that he was 
only fighting from principle, and not for the love 
of tile Soutbern Confederacy. 'When Tennessee 

had, besides, a good reason for this extension 
down tbe river, in the fact that the right of our 
army was pushing in that direction to strike the 
river and occupy a sufficient ex.tent uf its bank 
to enable us to effect a Q1·ossing. Thc mcc was 
so hotly pushed, however, that we did not suc
ceed ill reaching the ri Vel' until abovo Howell's 
Ferry, and then only at an angle, withont being 
able to stretch any cousiderable force along its 
immediate baak. The cnemy offered what op
position they were a1)le to this movement, by 
cOllstntcting basty works, but they wcro ullable 
to draw Ollr forces into attack.an They <.:on

passed the ordillance of secession, bc went with Itented themselves with simply cannonading 
it, and as he had cast his lot, he did not feel d;s- them at long range, and marching as rapidly as 
posed to" back down." Hindman hails from 
Arkansas, aDd ha& the reputation of being a con- I 
firmed gambler aud bla<.:kleg. He does not 
command the respect of his uwn troops, aad by 
bis brother-officers is despised. In appearance 
he is quite dressy. HIS auburn hair flows in 
ringlets over his shoulrlers, aIld it is said a 
light mulatto girl dresses it for him evtry morn
ing. 

Great praise is due to the rebel Colonels Riee 
VOL. XL-Doc. 16 

possible for tbe river. 
The task which remains for the right at pres

ent, theil, is to crowd the enemy so hard 
against the river that he will be compelled to 
retire upward along its bank, and allow our 
forces to cross below a point which they can 
command with their artillery. This will be a 
difficult task, us the enemy are said to have con
structed several forts, mounting four or five 
pieces each, that will offer much resistance. 
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CBArfAHOOCHCJoi Rrn:lI, PACE'S Ji'KRRY,} 
July 7, 1864. 

The day has passed, and no event of unusual, 
inc\ ce,l, I might say, usual, importanlJe has tran
spired. Tile artillery of the Fourth corps, last 
evening and tllis murning. were placed in posi
tion, on hastily-erected but substantial works 
constructed by the "shovel brigade," and at 
nine o'clock, a number of our "rehel-demoral
izers" opOlled IIpon the enemy's works upon the 
southern bank. No response from aTtillcry was 
elicited; but the musketry fire was quite spirited 
Gnd harmless for an hour, until oW" guns again 
resumed Ililence. Early in the morning, Gcneral 
"Vood received orders to reconlloitre the banks 
of the stream for a place to lay pontoons, and 
the 'firing waH, no doubt, to draw Lhe enemy's 
attcntion from him. His movements wcre, no 
dOllbt, a feint, with the object uf giving the 
enemy an impressian that Sherman was ready 
for another grand flank movement. 'Whether 
the feint was sllccessful is known alone to the 
enemy, whuse sense of fear was not perceptibly 
affected by it, as no efforts were made by Ha,r
dee's corps, which is on this side of the river, 
stl"ongly intrenched, to retire across upon the 
pontoons, which are in readiness to be laid. 

The troops in Howard's front have been quite 
active since their arri val here, in erecting forti
fications on the ri vel' front. They are very 
strong, and commaud the enemy's position as 
well as the crossing at the ferry. 

Last night and to-night the enemy has made 
frequ ent attempts to save their pontoons, whi ch 
on their crossing they cut loose from the north
ern bank, and permitted to float round to the 
south shore. Every effort, however, was frus
trated by Wood, who stationed a sentinel under 
cover on the bank, and when the enemy sent 
down u. force to accomplish the work, gave a 
signal to ow' troops in the fortifications twelve 
yards in the rear, who opened heavy batteries 
upon them, with visible effect, compelling them 
to get back hurriedly. 

Our present line is one eminently suited for 
defence. The river is the dividing line on the 
left, aud when Hardee crosses, a verv thin line 
can easily bold the enemy in check, \~hile a vast 
force can be centered at some particular point, 
thrown across, and upon the flank of the ene
my, thus rendering a passage of the river a, 

matter of small importance. There Sherman, if 
so disposed, with a small force, could drive 
Hardee across the river and occupy his linc; 
bnt I surmise that Sherman will do no such 
thing. He and Thomas wrap their intentions in 
conSiderable secrecy, which at the present time 
is very necessary. That their movements for 
the next two wecks will mystify the ever-watch
ful Johnston, I am constrained to believe; but 
when the enemy has the solution, I prophesy 
that he will have another example of the well
planned strategy of those experienceri leaders. 
Meanwhile, it behooves the people, whose inter
ests at the prese;:t moment are centered in the 
invincible line of bayonets that line the James 

and Chattahoochee, to patiently await the results 
when the mantle of the future is liftp.d, anri 
they can plainly sce the grand results tha~ will 
have been worked out, sending a ray of JOY to 
every loyal hcart in the nation, Days and 
wccks may be consumed in knoc\;:illg at the 
doors of Atlanta and Richmond; hut there is an 
overruling Providence, and the day of treason 
must evclltuaUy succumb amI fall before the 
l1we-inspii'ing bauner that so long has been 
tJ'ailed in the dusL and dell1"is of Southern 
streets, spit upon and insulted by the promoters 
of wonld-be slave oligarchy. 

Reliable intelligencc has been obta.ined as to 
thc numbcr composing the army 1ll front. The 
total force, including infantry and artillery, is 
less than fifty thousund men. 'With this force 
behind strollgly-built breastworks, our army 
lUay be held in chcck for a few days in crossing 
the river, but with the force at his ?ommand, 
thc troops seem possessed of the ldea that 
Sherman can accomplish everything and any
thing he attempts. 

The prisoners and deserters who have been 
taken since the campaign opened, will fall not 
far short of twelve tbousand. On the three 
days, from July second to the fifth, iIlclusive, 
betwcen Kenesaw and this place, fully three 
thousand were taken. As our culumn marched 
along the roads from Marietta to Vining's, with 
tlankers out, a very large number were picked 
up and sent in. Many of thesc fellows were 
found asleep in the woods, aud when awakened 
protested against their capture, unavoidable, 
when the truth was that they had lagged 
behind the rebel rear for no other purpose than 
to be captured ancl geL out of the service on 
taking the oath, which they will r espect until 
they have an opportnnity to visit their families, 
when they will turn bridge-bw'ners and guer
rillas. Nobody seems to ha\'c ally coufidence in 
their profE'.Bsed peni tence. 

In telligcnce from the rear is frequently re
ceived, giving particulars of the operations of 
guerrillas, who lIu'\c about their homes during 
the daytime, with the oath of allegiance in their 
pockets, to disappear mysteriously at nightfall, 
nobody knows where. As all the male residents 
in t.he conntry over which we pass are in the 
rebel service, excepting those who havc desertcd 
the rebel service and got home through the 
instrumentality of the Presiclent's amnesty pro
damation, it is fair to presume that the freq uen t 
guerrilla outrages upon people, and burning of 
trail\~, is their devilish handiwork. Better, by 
far, lay every house in ashes, seud the helpless 
families north and support them until the close 
of the Wa.!', than permit those unprillcipled men 
to return horne and perpetrate their vj)Jiany. 
think I speak the truth when I say that suffi
cient Governmcnt property has been destroyed 
OT! the line of the Atlanta and Chattauooga rail
way to support the families of all the residelJLs 
living on the route within twenty ' milcs of the 
railway. There are those who have heretofore 
been opposed to injuring the country over 

I 
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which we pass, who are now str.ong advocates 
of the policy of laying everythlllg waste and 
freeing the country from the operatiolls of those 
miserable devils, cut-throats, aud as~ass i ns, who, 
too cowardly to face the Union troops openly 
in their trenches, seek the night to perpetrate 
their hellish work. 

The other !light a train, loaded with valuable 
supplies, was burned by one of these gangs 
near Resaca.. Oar cavalry got Oil their track 
and captured nine of the scoundrels near 
Adairsville, some of whom had taken the am
nesty oath. . 

\,vhen 'I speak of Federal deserters, I do not 
refer to men who desert to lhe enemy's lines. 
Cases of this kind ·are rare indeed. But still 
there are a class of skulkers who come under 
this title. They are cowardly fellows, who, 
having enlisted and obtained large bounties, 
disappear and hide away where they cannot be 
f<lulId, and soldiers who, having fought bravely 
at the front for many months, return home on 
furlough and neglect to report at its expiration. 
Almost daily large squads of the cowards and 
negligent veterans arrive under guard from the 
North, and are at once sent to the front, where 
the formula of a court-martial is nsnally dis
pensed with, and the mell, indiscriminately, put 
on extra menial duty, such as burying the putrid 
relllai:ls of dead animals, removing filth from 
headquarters, and digging "gopher holes," or 
rifle-pi ta, in ad vance of our lines. No discrim
ination seelllS to be made by Provost-Marshals, 
between the" bounty-jumpers" and the heroes 
of a dozen battles. who from the effect of too 
much st.imulant, allow their furloughs to expire 
by a few days, and are arrested by the police 
and reported at the front as deserters. All are 
sent out under a fire where escape from death 
is almost an impossibility, with a guard in the 
rear, to shoot them if they falter in the work. 

IsIIA.}I'S FORD, Gr.OIWtA, } 
July 8,1864. 

On the evening of the seventh of July, at eight 
o'clock, the Fourth corps opened up along its 
whole line "the most tremendous canonnade of the 
campaign," expending over four hunclrell rounds 
of ammunitiot:. in half an hour. All this was 
directed agllinst the rebels on the opposite side 
of the river, and was intended to draw their at
tention from an attempt which, through some 
misunderst....mding. it was supposed General 
Schofield would make at that hour to cross the 

. river above. All this time the Twenty-third 
COI1)S lay quietly in camp four mile3 in reserve, 
wondering what it all meant, alld asking in vain 
for information. The rebels did not vouchsafe 
even a si.ngle gun in reply; consequently the 
casualties inour lines were nothing. 'fhe next 
morning the Fourth corps wail moved slightly up 
the river to support the Twenty-third in the 
operations of to-day. 

This morning the 'l'wenty-third corps broke 
camp at an early hour, and directed its march east
ward, aiming to strike the river at Isham's Ford, 

eight miles above the railroad bridge. Hpadql1ar
ters moved out in advance,and ridingatarapid 
pace, with an old man, a resident of the country, 
as a guide, we emerged suddenly from the th ick 
forest Ollt upon the brink of the river bluff3. 
'l'here lay the Chatt,lhoochee, about one h lIndred 
and fifty feet below us, muddy and rapid from 
recent rains-in every respect an unclasRical 
stream. Right here lives William U1rivh, said to 
be a good Union men, ancl a Pennsylvania Ger
man, whose honest heart was greatly delighted, 
perhaps, aud perhaps not, at our sudden ad vent. 
Immediately the glasses of the Signal Corps were 
levelled at the opposite bank, but not a discovery 
could they make except a solitaTY man wander
ing in the bushes. Moving a little further down 
the bluff, a close reconnoissance with the glasses 
discovered on to]) of the opposite hill, just in 
the edge of a newly-harvested wheat-field, a sin
gle twelve-pound brass howitzer, with a few 
gunuers walking about it; and close down to the 
river's edge. half a dozen rebel sharpshooters 
squatted ullder a large tree, just opposite the 
forrl. We were about a mile below. The river 
here'is about four hundred feet wirle, and from 
crest to crest of the hills on ei ther side of the 
river, between which the cannon must play, was 
about a third of a mile. 

After reconnoi teril1g the si tuation a short 
time, General Schofield rode away to the ford, 
which is just at the mouth of Soapes' Creek, to 
cllOose positions and m'lke dispositions of the 
artillery. The Nineteenth Ohio and Twenty
sevonrl Indiana Batteries were, with the least 
possible noise and demonstration, planted so as 
to cover the ford and cross-fire the rebel gun, 
while a section of the Sixth Michigan was held in 
~eadiness to descend into the valley, a mile 
further down, at the proper time, and enfilade 
the sharpshooters on the opposite bank. All 
these pieces wcre under strict ordors !lot to fire 
under any provocation, until t.hey recei~'ed posi
tive orders. The solitary howitzer on the other 
side, bestowed upon them, at random, about 
half a dozen shots during the forenoon, and then 
remained quiet until the attack was made. 

Meantime, and until late in the afternoon, the 
troops were slowly getting into shape, aud the 
lumbering pontoon trains were coming up and 
parking on the hill, ready to go down inlo the 
valley when needed. A little before four, Gen
eral Schofield sent orders to Geneml Cox to have 
his skirmish Iinc in readiness, and at that hour 
pass it rapidly across a few rods of corn-field 
which lay between the hill and the river, and if 
they drew the rebel fire, to open with his cannon 
and silence it. 

Ail the hour approached, a small party of 
spectators postei themselves half-way down the 
hillside, a mile below the ford, and with glasses 
thrust out from behind convenient trees and 
fences, eagerly awaited the spectacle. The Cap
tain of the rebel gun could be clearly seen on the 
distant hill, seeking comfort as best he could 
(it was the hotest day of the year), and reading a 
January number cf the Chattanooga Rebel. The 
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gun had been drawn back to conc:eal it. a little, 
and a sentincl sat on the brillk of the hill to ob
serve our movements ancl give not.ice to the 
gunners tn bring forward the piece. The sharp
shooters also could be seen, glaring intently ont 
of their cover upon the opposite opening in the 
willows, where the ford was approached'. 

Our skirmish line was composed of about two 
hllndred men, from several regiments; and a 
volunteer detachment of two hundred m Oll from 
the Twenty-third and Twenty-fifth Michigan, 
One Hundred and Eleventh Ohio and otherrorri
ments which had in their ranks ~:\ny old Lake 
~rie sailors, were assigned to the use of the oars 
In the pontoons which were to carryover the 
first companies. . 

:At .half p~st four o'clock the little squad of 
skirmIshers Issue ont of the woods which had 
cOllcealed them perfectly, rush rapidly across the 
corn-field, and when they come close in the rear 
of the willows they begin pouring in a sharp 
fire upon the rebel gun 0 11 t.he hill, and keep it 
up withont cessation. The sentinel is seen to 
leap Ill' hastily and run to the rear, the gnnners 
trnndle out tbeir gun in plain sight, and the 
Sergeant stoops to sight it. But. it is in vain, the 
bullets whistle so thick about his ears, that after 
dodging a few moments 1rom one side to the 
other, hc gives up illdespai r, the lanyard is pnlled, 
the shot plunges harmless in the middle of the 
river, and the rebel gunners all incontinently 
take to their heels and disappear in the woods. 
Our fellows k ep up so hot a fire about it that no 
one dares to retum. The shells from our 
batteries pour in around it, and the i'ed clouds of 
Confederate dust that leap up show how fatal 
was their aim. A shell from one of the gnns 
lands under the tree of sharpshooters; the 
gla ses arc quickly turner! upon them, and they 
are dis\:overed lying flat on the ground. The 
willows complctely screen OUl' brave boys, ane! 
they cannot fire a shot at them, but must hug the 
soil for dear life. Suddenly a pontoon boat 
filled with blne coa.ts is seen nearing the oppoRite 
sbore, then another, and another. As the fir~t 
boat to uches land, Captain Daniels, whose eye is 
rivet d to his glass, shonts, " They hold up their 
ha.nds! they hold up their hands! they drop 
their guns! they run down the bank 1" Tbe 
shells have cut off their reh'eat ; th ere is no other 
resource, and they come running down to t.he 
boats with nplifted hands in token of surrend er, 
and yet crouchin~ as if to shnn a flying bullet. 

The Twelfth Kentuck.v infantry is first over 
the river, they run rapidly up the hill, amI three 
men, fully five rods in ad vance of all others, lay 
hands upon the gun in the name of the Govern-

over behind a pontoon, and shaken out his flag 
in triumph on the opposite side of the Chatta
hoochee, where the rebels bad threatened they 
would make AO bloody" resislance. 

Soon the pontoons had 'ferri ed over several 
regiments, who formed in line of battle at once 
on the top of the hill, bllt fuund no enemy. The 
bridge was rapidly lain, and the co rps began to 
cross. It was necessary that all pos8ible expe
dition should he used, as the ellerny might learn 
of the movement ill time to mass heavily upon 
the sm:11l force before others could cross to 
support it, lind inflict much (lamage. To Col
onel Bllell, commanding the pontoon train, there 
is much due for the rapidity alld good orrler 
with which the bridge was almost literally 
"flullg" over the river. 

'fhere was nol a man killed during the d:ty, 
that I can learn of, nor so mallY as half a 
dozen wounded. So overwhelming ancl sudden 
was onr firing th,tt it took the rebels by sm
prise. They seem to have been entir ely discon
ceI·ted, and theycertuinly have not marle a more 
uttcr htilnre to carry out their fierce threats in 
any single case. 

Soon after the troops began to cross, the 
corps below began to open a lively cannonade, 
doubtless with a view of attracting the enemy's 
attention away from us. Detached as this corps 
is, so far away from the others, I am unable to 
learn whether they have yet crossed over any 
forceR or not; but if I am not greatly mistaken, 
the Twenty-third corps has crossed the first 
regiment of the army. True, they (lid not en
counter strong forces in their front; but none 
could tell what they would find, and the gal. 
lantry of the men who rush ed forward to man 
the pontoons ill the face of these uncertainties, 
and those who ran up the hill with no others 
yet over to support them, when they may be 
met by a deadly fire from behind some screen , 
is wOlthy of all praise. How could they know 
bu t all th is apparen t panic and ridieu.1ous fiasco 
might be but a blind to draw them on to th eir 
death'/ And when men are C 1pellerl thus to 
go upon suspense, and charge, it may be, upon 
Inrkillg volleys which shall leave no one of 
them to return, it requires a stouter hcart than 
to dash forward amid the roar and rattle of 
arms, and to meet a foe wh om they can see. I 
h:l\'e not known a more dramatic, brilliant, ana 
'at tbe same time bloodless episode, in this 
wh ole campaign than was enactcd to-day by the 
command of Geneml Scbofielrl-so entirely SIlC

cessful, and so entirely wi thout loss. 

IsaAlI'. FORn, Gr.oRGlA,} 
m'lIIt. With it they capture a caisson full of July 11, 1864. 

ammnnition, two horses. two ducks, and the The names of the three men mentioned as the 
Captain's coat. They had left so hurriedly that IfirRt to take possession of the rebel gun U1J
they had not even spiked the piece. The gUll manned by our sharpshooters, on the occasion 
and the accoutrements were very properly pnt of crossing the river. on the eighth, are James 
illto possession of these three men. Would I Vaa~ht, Charles Miller, anrl James Carter. These 
knew their names_ all belong to company A. Twelfth Kentucky in-

In thirty minutes after the stampede, Captain fan try, Bird's brigade, Cox's division, Twenty
D.lniels had reached the ford, swam his horse third Army Corps. 
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The same day on which th e Twenty.third 
corps elf<,cted t.he crossing of the river (the 
eighth) Colonel Garrard's cavalry also crossed 
at Ros\~ell, but about }l.n hour later than this 
corps Having marched rapidly, the day before, 
upon the large cotton f<1ctory at that point, he 
took it al t.oge ther by surprise, destroying a vast 
quantity of army canvas, which was extensively 
manufactured thero, and taking captive four 
huudred factory girls. The latter capture was 
certainly a novel onc in the history of wars, and 
excited nota little discussion as to the disposition 
which was proper to be made of the fair cap
tives. Giving" aid and comfurt to the enemy" 
they most assuredly were, and much valuable 
tent-cloth; but in the case of many of them, it 
was an invo:llntary service, since they had been 
confined and compellecI to labor there without 
Ct'ssatioll from the breaking out of the rebeI!ioll. 
Then too, the cartel makes no provisions touchiug 
the e~challge of prisoners of this sort; neither 
would it do to ~elld them across the lines to 
their former employers, since they would im
mediatdy be set to the manufacture of tents 
a"'ain; nor was it at all safe to discharge them 
u7lConditionaIly in the midst of two great armies, 
mauy of them far removed from their friends 
and helpless. Thus red tupe was about to be
come ir.volved ill a hopeless entanglement with 
crinoline, tent-cloth, and cartels, when General 
Sherman interposed and solved the knotty 
question by loading them into one hundred and 
ten wagons, and sending them to Marietta, to be 
seut north of the Ohio, and set at liberty. Only 
think of it! Four hundred weeping and terri
fied Ellens, Susana, arid Maggies transported in 
the springless and seatless army wagons, away 
from their lovers and brothers of the sunny 
Sonth, and all for the offence of weaving tent-
cloth and spinning stocking-yarn I However, I 
leave the whole business to be adjudged accord
iug ttl its merits by your readers. . 

midst of the rebel picket.s, who took him with
out giving a shot. His f<1to was unknowu until 
the rebel pickets called across the river to ours 
that thoy had got" old Sherman." From this it 
was supposed he was unhurt, and was mistaken 
by tho soldiers for the General. 

Just below the infantry forces of the Army of 
the Ohio is stationed a small body of cavalry, 
connecting between the Fourth and Twen ty 
third corps, a part of which is Colonel Jim 
Brownlow's regiment of East Tennesseeans. 
Opposite this regiment, the river makes a short 
bend around a nUTrow point of land, on which 
the rebels kept a small picket of observation. 
These fellows had annoyed the Colonel's men 
in their bathing and foraging operations, and 
he determined either to dislodge or captnre 
them. Accordingly, he ordered a few men to 
strip themselves, and with their cartridge-boxes 
tied abollt their necks, to ford the ri ver in front 
of the rebels and ·attack them. This they did, 
directly in the face of a galling fire, and while 
they thus attracted the rebels' attention, the 
Colonel, at the head of seven men, crossed in a 
can oe above. carne in the rear of the picket, and 
sucoeeded in taking three of them. The re
maining nine fled into the thickets, and made 
good their escape. 

It wiII be gratiying to the friends of the Col
onel to learn that he has lately beon mustered 
in as the Colonel of the regiment, having pre
viously held the position of Lieutenant-Coloue!. 

July lO.-The announcement which I m:lde 
in a previous letter, that the rebels had crossed 
all their forces over the river in our front, was 
(to use tho words of General Sherman) " prema
ture." They l'lad at the time disappeared en
tirely in front of the Fourth and l~ollrteenth 
corpa, but Hood's corps defiantly maintained a 
hold lipan this side, in front of the Twentieth 
and Fifteenth corps, until the night of the ninth. 
But the pressure npon them from our artillery 

JUly 9.-The Twenty-third corps having I gradually beoame too heavy, and on that night 
crossed the ri ver the eveuing before, and 
thrown up a small semi-circle of such works as 
t.hey could construct in the darkness and tbick
ets, began with the earliest light to extend the 
lines of defence to embrace a mnch wider area, 
aud selected eligible sites for placing the artil
lery. Every preparatiou was made to meet the 
largest force the enemy could bring against 
them, though no demonstration was made during 
the day. 'rhey were sufficiently occupied 
watching our right, fonrteen miles below, and 
could spare nov force to attempt the dislodge
ment of the oorps. 

During the day Colonel Shenmm, Chief of 
Staff to Geneml Howard, was taken prisoner in 

they withdrew finally and fully to the south 
bank of the Chattahoochee, and in the morning 
the smoke of the railroad bridge in flames was 
visible to the entire army. As soon as it was 
ccrbinly asoertained that they had crossed, 
orders were issued for the Fourth corps to 
march at once up the river and take up a posi· 
tion on th~ north bank, ready to support the 
Twenty-thi.rd oorps, in case they should be 
attacked. as was expected they would be. This 
morning the corps i~ in camp at this ford, \vitb 
the exception of General Newton's division, 
which marched to Roswell and crossed the 
river there on the ninth, at two o'clock in the 
afternoon. One corps also, of the Army of the 

the following manner: He was ridiug out en- I Tennessee (I cannot leam which). had made a 
tirely unattended except by an orderly, and circuitous rna.rch to the rear and left, and is 
passed over a p·ortion of the road which our probably across the river this mowing, at a 
pickets had o(!cupied the day before, but from point about ten miles above here. 
which they had been withdrawn in the night Thus, it will be seen that the army is slowly 
without the Colonel's knowleage. Expeoting executing another great flanking movement-
to meet them, he rode ·out on a reconnoissance, this time to the left, as the previous two had 
and before he was aware of it, was right in the ; been to the right. The entire success with 

http:Twenty-thi.rd


246 REBELLION RECORD, 1862-65. 

which it has been attended thus far is nlade. the 
more brilliant and grat.ifying by the fact that, 
as yet, not a single life, so far as I can learn, 
has been lost in crossing the river-that river 
which was to be made so bloody and fearfnl t.Il 
lIS by the dcsporation of its defenders. Two of 
the att mptH made by us-that on the right and 
tho one in the centre-have been unsuccessful. 
though unattended with loss of life, becau$e so 
cautiou Iy made. The attempt to cross on the 
r igh was made fu·st. The entire Army of the 
T ll110ssee was massed neal' the river, above 
Sweetwater's factory, about fiv e miles bolow 
tho railroad bridge, and, on the sixth, lhe pon
toon train attached to that army was seut down 
w ithin a short distance of the river, aild a can
nonade was opened upon the opposite bank, to 
as ertain if it were practicable to crose at that 
point. The enemy were discovcreu to he in 
too strong force, and too well strcngthened by 
artillery to allow the orossing withont great 
sacrifice. of life. On the sixth of Jnly the ;)on
toon tram attached to tJ1C Army of the Cumber
land. commanded by Colonel Buell, of the Fifty
eighth Indiana, was brought down withiu three 
quarters of a mile of the river, in front of the 
Fourth corps, but here again the enemy were 
awaiting HS, and our cannon elicited such rcplies 
as made it plainly evident that the crossing 
should not be attempted there. 

On the evening of the sixth, the train was 
withdrawn to a position a few miles in rear of 
this ford, where it remained over the seventh 
~nd.arrived. here in the afternoon of the eighth: 
m time for the Twenty-th ird corps to cross that 
evening, as has been heretofore narrated. For
tunately, our superiority in numbers enabled us 
to leave large bodies of men at the points where 
we had previollsly attempted to cross, who 
made such demonstrations there as induced the 
rebels to believe we still inteuded to attompt. to 
c~'oss, while we sent others still fnrther up thE' 
fiver, who reached above the rebel line. and 
crossed without opposition. To mil it seems a 
great mistake on the part of the rebels to cross 
the rivcr in detail, as tlley did, instead of making 
the passage with their elltire 'trmy simult,Llle
ously, and deployillg at once to the greatest 
possihle extent along the hanks, to oppose all 
attempts. Still, it was on ly a qucstiOll of time 
since the Chatta.hoochee is too narrow and to~ 
shallow to form an obstncle t o an enterpris ing 
Gcneral and a great army. 

July 17.-This portion of the army has at 
length eutered upon the htst stao-e of its victo
riO-liS ad vance from Chattanooga to Atlanta i 
that betweon the Chattahoochee river and the 
city. The progress through this interval will 
constitute a distiuct campaign i it is now fnlly 
inaugurated, and there is littlc to induce the 
belief that it will consnme as milch time or 
cost as much effort and life, as did the 'bat 
one, from Kenesaw Mounta in to the Chatta
hoochee. 

Early on the morning of the seventeenth the 
Army of the Ohio, holding the centre, and' the 

A rmv of tre Tennessee on the left, mover] out 
from" thc positio :1S they had held for a week, on 
the south bank of the riv er j the form er at ~sh
am's Forc!, and the Iat~er at ll08",ell, ten .mlles 
above. AdvanciuO' With a vew to formll1g a 
jUllction as soon ~s possible, th~ Twenty-third 
corps move(l out on a road runmng east, whIle 
General McPherson's corps proceeded along the 
Atlanta road, sOllth. Abuut noou.. General Has
<.:ull's division debouohed to the right, on a road 
rIInning sout.h-east, and soon after ,the signal
officers announced that Gcneral McPnerson was 
Ilear. and in a short time he opened commnni
cation on the left of the Twenty-third. Al
though it was not expected that we sh.oul~ find 
any substantial force of the ene.my thl!; Side of 
Peach-tn"tl creek, a strcam rUlll.'lll~ wesi about 
five miles north of Atlanta, stIll It was neces
sary to advance with caution for fear of a sl~r
prise. The columns moved. slowly, WIth skir
mishers deployecl on either SIde of the roar~s to 
bcat about for ambuscades, alld an occasIOnal 
shell was pitched into suspi.cious woods and 
rido·cs. No response was ehcltcd, however, nor 
tlnlthing seen except flying. sconts of cavalry, 
ill bodies of from two to SIX, until aboLlt the 
middle of thE' afternoon, when a body of cav
alry was (liscovered in an open field a~ ~ dis
tance, drawn up in line of battle. ~ltl7. (Jl1S 
found along the road and questIOned, salcl three 
brigades of cavalry had been there the day 
before but hearin o- tha.t General Stoneman was 
getting ill their r~ar, two O! them had left. !t 
was evident, then, that their force was small, 
thou.,.h it stretched thinly over an extcnt of a 
mile ~nd a half. They had four pieces of artil
lery ill position, ane! threw a fe.", shells at us, 
which were replied to by a sectIOn on our p~rt. 
But their cav:llry cOllld ro"lee no head agalllst 
the rattliug musketry fire of our skirmishers. 
The range of their ca.rbines was too short., and 
a~ soon as our line approached thE'm so that the 
bullets from our long-range gUlls began to 
whistlc f1bout them, they were compelled to 
withdraw artillery and all. No body of men 
call. stand long aglunst a lir~ which . they are 
enln'ely unable to rcturn. '1 hese .uld not, but 
fled precipita.tely. What loss we mfhc ted can
not be told; onr own was so slight as scarcely 
to deserve mentioll':""ollc man in the Sixth Ten-
neaS\le slightly wounded. . 

These operations had consumed the t1ll1e, so 
that the linc advanced perhaps no 1I10re than 
five miles during the da.y i heae! uarters moved 
about four. The lille of march whieh the two 
armies had pursued brought General McPher
son's line at right-angles with that of General 
Schofield's, the la t.tel' running east and west. 

General Hascall's di vision having pnrsued a 
diverging road, had become detached from the 
remainder and at night a strong patrol was 
ordered t; be kept up between his diviRion 
until a jUllction could be effected along ·the 
lines. 

The country through which we now advance 
is a compromise between hilly and rolling j the 
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soil is sandy aud filled with great qnantities of 
sharp frag:ments of flint and granite, though it 
app~a.rs to be productive. The growth of tim· 
bcr is heavy, and the crops of corn are good 
and in advanced state of forwardness. The 
young ears are in some cases within a week's 
growth of "roastin~" ears, an? another f~rt
night of sllch beautiful combllllllg of sunshme 
and rain as we are now having will put the 
a.rmy in the way of good living on t.he best of 
the coun try. 

All that can be founel in the country through 
which we pass are women and children, with 
occasiona\l:y an old man who skipped their 
draft, and very rarely one in the prime of life 
who has cluded it by keepillg the woods. 
Scarcely more than half the houscs are occu
pied by auy one, and negroes are as rarely to 
be met with as in the North. At a house 
whcre SOlDC of our officers halted a few min
utes, the women t.old them that several of their 
neighbors had gone to Atlanta to invest all 
their money in tobacco, intending to return at 
once and offer their supplies to our soldiers as 
they came up. They are sure of a good market 
and gOO(! pay, if only they are permitted to 
return, aud the profits they will rcalize by sell
ing tobacco bought cheap for" whitebacks," at 
a very high price in " greenbacks," can reaclily 
be imagined. 

ON" Mn.E NORm OF DECATUR,} 
July 19 , 18&1. 

1 

After the Twenty-third corps effected a june
t.ion with the command of General McPherson, 
on thc evening of the seventeenth, the direction 
of the march was slightly changed, by the 
Twenty-third taking the main road to Decatur, 
and the left a parallel rolld about five miles cast 
of the other. Early in the morning of the 
eigiltcenth, the order came to break camp and 
be on the march. The cavalry of the enemy 
still hovered about our vanguard, as Oll the day 
before, throwing up barricades of fen co-rails 
across the roads, from behind which they offered 
a feeble resistance to our approach. The his
tory of the day's operations was but a duplicate 
of the day before-a slow and cautious, but 
almost uninterrnpted march forward, with a 
regiment or so deployed in front as skirmishers, 
who, when the rebel cavalry grew too audaciolls, 
and presumed to return their fire too long, halted 
a litt.\e, till a shot or two from the artillery 
could be lodged in the rebel lines, causing them 
invariably to run away at once. Very few, if 
any, were "(lunded, and they but slightly. 
.A bout noon, the Twenty-third crossed Nance's 
Creek, at a point twelve miles nort.h-east from 
Atlanta, and pushed steadily on, over a rather 
broken and uncultivatcd trad of COUll try, 

which tore up tho track so that the down train 
at three o'clock was obliO"ed to return to Atlanta. 
General Sherman'S, as w~ll as General Sehofield's 
headquarters, were pitched for the night, on a 
line of railroaci which the rebels had begun 
to construct, from Decatur to Roswell Factory 
and Merritt's Paper Mills, on Soapes' creek, but 
had abandoned as soon as our forces gained 
posRcssion of Ma.rietta. 

July 19.-Every thing was again under way 
at an early hour, moving down the Dec.'lLur 
road. Unless General Joe Johnston made ob
jections, it was intended to push the army 
throngh to Decatur that day-nine miles. Still 
onr forces met llO seri,.)\\s opposition, nor found 
any cnemy in their front, save a small squad 
occasionally, as before, of fngacious cavalry. 
At Peach-tree creek, which afforded in it.s cleep 
ravines good opportunity for Rtubborn r esist
ance, it had been confidently expected t.he enemy 
would be found at last. But no. They still 
cling to Atlanta, and continue to look out of ita 
front windows, in the vain hope that we will 
impale oursel ves upon their formidable dcfences, 
while they slaughter us at will, and all the 
while we are marching steadily around for its 
back door. 

The Fifteenth corps led the advance of the 
Army of the '{'ennessee down the road, conver O"
ing gradually toward Decatur, with the Eigb t'h 
Missouri and Ninth Illinois Monnted Infantry 
deployed in front as skirmishers; General HaR
call's division took thc front of the Twenty-
third, with Colonel Swayne's brigade as skir
mishers. Nothing bnt cavalry in front still. 
Rebel papers of the eighteeuth were brought in 
early in the day, anllouncing the removal of 
Johnston from commalld of the rebel army, and 
his supersedul"e by Hood. The men are not 
alarmed at all by the news of this change , bnt 
seem rather inclined to re6ard it as favorable to 
our progress. 

At a house by the Toad-sid e, seven miles from 
Atlanta, a woman was found who had just re
turned from marketing in Atlanta, and who 
reported Lhe families as removing their furni
ture and valuables in great haste. At another 
house a young Illan wns found who had just 
sucoedced in evading the conscription from 
under age, and he reported that all heads of 
families had left the city to remove their nogroes 
and property to a securc place, leaving their 
families to be brought away at the last hour. 
He stated also that the entire works aroulld the 
city consisted of a rifle-pit encircling the city a.t 
the distance of a mile from the centre, and four 
pieces of artillery planted on every road coming 
into the city. 

About a mile above Decatur, the skirmish 
line was stopped bya rather sha,rp fire from t.he 

abounding in pine thickets and scrub-oaks. i dismolUJted cavalry, and a section of the Nine
Soon after noon, Garrard's cavalry, on the left t eenth Ohio battery was brought lip to t.heir 
of General McPherson, struck the Atlanta and aid. A considerable group of rebels cOl\ ld be 
Charleston Railroad, between Stone J\J onntain distinctly seen stand ing just in the edge of a 
and Decatur, and was immediately followed by piece of woods, and the gun was carefu lly 
the infantry division of General M. L. Smith, sighted and the first shell dropped right in their 
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midst. We afterward learned that it killed two 
rebel officers, one of them, a Captain, being left 
in a house in Decatur. This put them to !light 
at once, and the artillery rapidly follow ed up a 
little distance and lodgecl a few shells close 
about the village, and then Colonel Swayne's 
brigade pushed rapidly forward and entered 
Decatur close upon the heels of the flying rebels. 
So impetuous was their onset that the rebel 
citizells who wore disposed to fleo had barely 
time to get themselves off, withont carrying 
away any considerable amonnt of their goods. 
Half of the families had gone, and a great por
tion of those who remained were women and 
children. A solitary family alone showed signs 
of approbation by waving handkerchiefs on our 
arrival; alJ the rest were impudent and defiant, 
or sullen and little aisposed to answer questions. 
A provost guard was statioued at once at every 
principal place where booty could have becn 
procured, and all pillaging and unwarranted 
license was repressed. The main captures of 
property were about five hundred coffee-pots, 
whicb had accumulated in a small till-store, as, 
doubtl ess, the rebels had little use for them, 
and a box or two of laces. 

Decatur is rather a pretty country village, 
well shaded witb trees, and wearing a somewhat 
ancient air, as though fashioned according to 
the idea of a ha,lf-century past. 

July 20, 4.30 A. M.-The army has lain per-
Cectly quiet during the night. The rebels do 
not seem at all disposed to come Ollt of' Atlanta 
and throw down the gage of battle on open 
ground. Headquarters are agog, and the army will 
doubtless move early. Another clay's march 
will carry us across the second, if not the third, 
of their three railroads. 

ANOTHER ACCOUNT. 

llf THE FIELD, TIlRF!E ~1rLl<l EAST OF An'\~T'I,} 
July 21, 18G4. 

At daylight of the eighteenth, the Army of the 
Tennessee moved by the road toward Stolle 
Mountain. The Second cavalry division took 
the advance, followed by the l"ifteenth corps, and 
it by the Seventeenth corps. At Providence 
Church, a. cross-road seven miles from Roswell, 
the f::lixteenth corps took the Decatur roar!, the 
Twenty-third corps moving on aroad still further 

upon the enemy's right. The day was excess
ively hot, but the lUen mov('d forward with 
alacrity. The cavalry reached the railroad with
out much opposition, and commenced its de
struelion. To make the work more effectual and 
thorough, General Logan ordered General Light
burn forward witb the Second brigade of the 
division. The brigade, upon reaching the road, 
was deployed along the track, and made an 
excellent job of des truction by turning over tbe 
track, burning the tics, and beuding the rails. 
The troops withdrew by a cross-road and the 
infautry went into camp near Henderson's 
Mill. 

In the morning the whole army was ordered 
forward to carry the position at Decatur. The 
Army of the Tennessee moved in the following 
order: Eighteenth, Seventeenth, and Sixteenth 
in reserve; on its right was the Army of the 
Ohio. The rebel cavalry was pursued and driven 
easily back to Decatur. At that place a rebel 
force of a brigade of cavalry and two regiments 
of iufantry was dislodged at once, the advance 
of the Fifteenth and Twenty-third corps reach
ing the ,valley about two P. M•• nearly at the same 
time. In the evening the rebels ran up a battery 
of rifled gnns and opened upon our cavalry in 
front of the village, killing and wounded several 

I mules and horses, and causing a little excite
ment. They were speedily dislodged. 

About five o'clock yesterday morning the 
whole army moved , under orders to carry or in
vest Atlanta. On the left the Army of the 
Tennessee moved with the Fifteenth in adyance, 
the Seventeenth moving up on its left, onrs, the 
Sixteenth, in reserve. Morgan L. Smith's di
vision had the advance of the Fifteenth corps. 
The rebel pickets were found about a mile west 
from Decatur. The rebels were obstinate and 
contested every available position, but the 
advance drove them steadily, carrying several 
strong fortilications with great gallantry. About 
two o'clock this afternoon the rebels made a 
stand with artillery and infantry. The Fifteenth 
corps was then some distance in advance of 
Blair and Schofield; Logan was therefore ordered 
to halt until the lines could be completed by 
bringing up Blair on bis left and Schofield on the 
right. Toward evening the rebels opener! with 
artillery inflicting Bome injury. The Second 

I division of the Fifteenth corps losing seven and 
to the right. East of Atlanta and between it , the Fourth twenty-one men; two men of battery 
and Stone Mountain, Peach-tree creek rUIlS in 
a nor th-westerly direction emptying into the 
Chattahoochee. Along Peach-tree the rebels 
were believed to have a line. The Army of the 
Cumbel'land, which now held the right of ollr 
line, was in front of the creek. During the 
operations of the day, General Thomas' command 
remained substantially quiet. Whatever firing 
took place along his line was intended to detain 
the rebels in their position. 

The object of the movement waR the destrnc
tion of the railroad running east from Atlanta, at 
80me point near Stone Mountain. It also had 
for a secondary object the securing of a. position 

A-veterans of battery B-were hit, John Had
dock, killen, and J. Delevan mortally wounded. 
General Gresham, oommanding the Fourth di
vision of the Seventeenth corps, was severely 
wounded in the leg. I believe his leg was ampu
tated. Captain Hoover, of General Logan's 
staff, had his horse shot, and Adler, sutler at 
corps headquarters lost an arm. General Logan 
himself narrowly escaped the rebel shell. 

The bringing up and straightening of the lines 
used up the day. The right and centre advanced 
across Peach-tree creek and within a short dis
tance of Atlanta. Briefly as I can state it that 
was the day's work. There was hea\'y picket 
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firing all night ~nd as I write at seven A. ~., t~le 
whole line is firing on the centre; the firmg )ll

dicates work. Cars are running all night, and 
every few minutes we hear the whistle of their 
locomotives. The movement of the Army of the 
Tennessee completely deceived them. They 
supposed it to be a cavalry raid, and were sur· 
prised to find all army on their right and rear. 
Brio-adier-General Giles A. SmIth has bccn as· 
6ig~ed to the command of Gresham's division. 

BAITLE OF PEACH·TREE CltEEK. 

July 22, 1864. 

The bloody campaign of Sherman has been 
marked by a signal proof of the unquenchable 
valor of his men i of their readiness to give bat
tle at any moment i of their proof against sur
prise, and their tendency to whip the cnemy 
und ~r all circumstances and against the most 
discouraging odds. The tremendous rebel at
tack on our right, on the evening of the twen. 
tieth, was one of those rare instances in warfare 
where the elaborate plans of a commander for 
the destruction of his adversary succeed in 
every preliminary, yet fail totally in thc frui
tion. Hood, whose reputation for doing des
perate things has eleyated him over the shoul
ders of a man beside whom he is a pigmy in 
nearly all tbe essentials of generalship, was to 
assume the offensive under the guidance of the 
dangerous Bragg. It was evident from the tone 
of their newspapers that something new was 
brewing. Our army was closing around Atlanta, 
practising, to some extent, one of its delicate 
flank movements. "Vie will seduce the Yan· 
kee south of that difficult little stream, Peach· 
tree creek," planned the rebel conclave, " in such 
a way that his army will be divided. Of course 
he will intrench-he always does. But on the 
morning of the day we conclllde to fight, we 
sllaH make feints on his left wing, and induce 
him to send several divisions to meet the battle 
we seem to offer. This done, of course, his 
right wing advances to close the gap, and to 
see if there is any impediment to its entry into 
.A tlanta. His right shall advance about a mile, 
capturing some prisoners, to inform them that 
we have no body of troops within a mile and a 
half. At the same time, fOllr fifths of Ollr army 
shall be massed within a few hundred yards, 
cleverly under cover. Vl,Te shall pounce upon 
the advancing and unprotected fraction of Sher
man's Yankees, without a note of warning, cut 
it off from its bridges, and will roll it back upon 
the Chattahoochee. Onr only fear is, that the 
enemy will not walk into the trap." 

Singular to say, our army, step by step, fell 
into the rebel foils, without missing a link. 
They crossed Peach-tree creek at points where 
the rebels made a suspiciously feeble resistance. 
The whole army effected the crossing without 
serious loss, leaving a gap of three miles which 
the rebels r.efused to yield. When. on Wed
nesday morning, Hood made his feints against 
our left, Wood's and Stanley's divisiolls of the 

Fourth corps went to its support. The troops 
on the right, consisting of Hooker's and Pal
mer's corps and Newton's division of the Fourth 
corps alone remained on the right, and they 
were ordered to advance. "-ith what extremi} 
nicety we involved ourselves in the rebel snare I 
Newton and Hooker advanced from their trench
es, captured some prisoners, and listened t.o 
their un.animolls story that no considerable body 
of rebels were within a mile and a half. COllld 
a bait be swallowed with more than this mathe
matical exactness? The signal was given, and 
like a storm the rebel host rushed upon our 
lines to complete their plan. How was miscar
riage possible? They pOllred down in tonent
like columns upon our fcw devoted columns on 
the right-and ill three or four hams were 
crushed, humiliaterl, aud on some parts of the 
line routed. Perhaps, in perusing the details 
of the fight, your readers will ascertain with
out difficulty wherc they made their grand mis· 
calcula tion. 

The attack, in that it was unexpected, was a 
surprise. But it did not find our troops with
out muskets in their hands, or beyond easy 
reach of their arms. I have not seen the time 
during this campaign when any portion of the 
army bas not been in complete battle trim. It 
is useless to deny that there was a vast deal of 
danger in the tremendous attack. If success
ful, Sherman could no longer with his remain
ing forces carryon offensive operations with 
vigor; and if the rebel army, nnder Hood, 
could force him for a moment to relax his hold 
on its t.hroat, it would be the highest victory 
they have dreamed of. 

tour telegrams have fnlly described the 
situation at the beginning of the fight. Bricfly, 
McPherson's' extreme left lay across the AU
gusta railroad, Schofield's and other forces joined 
him on the right. Then occurred an interval of 
three miles, covered by pickets from Newton's 
division; then the right wing, composed of 
troops already enumerated, who sustained the 
whole weight of the fight. The country in 
their front was broken and rolling, dense for
ests, fields of corn, barren ridges. marshy mea
dows, and deep-washed creeks being well jum
bled together in the topography. 

Peach·tree creek is a narrow, sluggish stream, 
with sudden banks, fringed with brier patches 
and almost impassable undergrowth, and would 
be, without bridges, a futal bar to the escape of 
a routed and pursued army. In the rear of Pal
mer, Hooker. and ~ewton, there had been built 
over ten bridges, rondering epeedy retreat feasi
ble, provided access to the bridges was not 
denied. 

Newton's splendid division, which during the 
campaign has lost more heavily than any other 
in the army, held the left flank of the corps 
advancing from the north. The interval along 
which we had no force was picketed by three 
or four regiments of Newton's division, thus 
reducing his forr,e in the trenches to less than 
-- men. The impression that an attack was 
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impending on the left. gave Newton more terri
tory to guard tht11l lJe had troops to cover Ris 
slender brigades, eked out never so gingerly, 
d id not fumish one line of men, though holtling 
the most delicate spot ill onr lin es. Ris troops 
were shifted frum right to left, from left to 
r igh t, from centre to flauks, and the reverse, to 
slli t the emergency of the moment.. 

Repeatedly during the moming Newton had 
received orders to ad vanee to Atlanta, the im-
PI' ssion seeming to prevail in high qn"rters 
tha t as the enemy was evidently mussing on 
Oll!' left to deliver batHe, his lines in front of 
all!' right must 130 vulnerable. But the cHemy 
had reconnoitered our lines with extreme nicety. 
R is movements to our left were a feint; lie 
knew our weak poiut precisely, and having 
deci ed on an at:ack, he was right in aiming 
t he fu.ll force of his formidable blow where it 
fell. Newton's left covercd the bridge across 
P each-tree creck, the road on which Oll!' trains 
W OI'O ga ther ed, and along which comml.lllication 
waS kep t np with the heavy masses of om 
tflmps 011 the left. Newton crushed, our trains 
W I'e op'ln to them, and the army was completely 
Cll t in twain, Olle fragment facing Atlanta 011 

the nor th . ancl one on the east. In that case 
the wholo robel arlllY conld be hurlecl against 
either fract io n, and with Napoleonic vigor Sher
man was to be whipped ill de tail. That part of 
our army on the north, consistillg of Hooker's 
!Iud Pal mer's corps and Newton's division. was 
to be driven into the river; that done, the left, 
th ough too s trong perhaps to be overwh elmed, 
could, nevertheless, be controlled ancl fuiled. 

Dur ing the morning, as I have already said, 
Newto n receivcd repm. ted orders to advance, but 
IIookel' had not been able to connect on 't\' ew
ton's right, ami the latter, of course, ooul e! not 
safely ~L(lvance until t.his was efroctotL Abont 
noon Butterfield's division, eommandotl by Brj,,
ailler-General Ward came up and occupied "'a 
r idge on 1 ewton's right. Prepamtions to ael-
Vance were made immediately. Newton order0d 
fi vo r cgiments to be cieplo)'ed as skirmishers, 
and a.bout two P. ~!., the bugle sounded the" for
wa,rd." Then broke out the allegro of a lively 
skirmish. 1~ thousand muskets sputtered, and 

to do, with his inadequate force. He however 
made the hasty dispositions in his power to 
command it, and repel an attack, which, if made , 
might be disastrous, if not fatal. In taking ad
va.1l tage of the ridgE's, Newton's lillos ass'.tmed 
a singular shape-that of the c:apital letter T. 
Cmt~ley's brigade was placed in trenGllcs along 
tho main Atlanta road, forming tho perpendicll
lar line of tho le tter, and facing to the left; 
Wagner's brigade, eomnmnded by Colonel Blake, 
of the f'ortwLh Indiana, was the left half of the 
horizontal top line; General Kimball's brigado 
the right half, facing outward. A section of 
artillery was in position at the bottol!) of the 
lettor. 

Bla:w's and Kimball's brigades were, it will be 
remembered, building a rail barricade on the 
mest just carried-the men wi th knapsacks un
~l\lng, and many of thcm some distance from 
their arms, conveying mils ami logs to the rising 
pa,rapet. The fre8h skirmish line was just going 
forward when ,1 growl came from the front. At 
thc same mornent a choer arose-a wild, tlLll1ul
tuous, shriIl cry, from thollsands of throats
falling on thc ear like a sudden and Illlsuspected 
clap of thunder. Olll' skirm ishers connnellc"d 
fi r illg and falling back at. the same mOlllont. 
''''ith lightning-like celerity beavy colulIlns of 
rebels appeared in frollt of, or rat.her tumbled unt 
of thc for ests, theil' columns seeming to be end
loss, and carrying themselves with a. cer tain 
illClescrib,tble verve in the Ollset which made 
everyone who beheld it froll! OUT lines trcmble, 
"How will that fearful wave be broken?" Y,"as 
the piercing fear that fillcd every bosom, which 
was not allayed by seeing ollr lineR in apparent 
confllsion-the confusion of mel! grasping li leir 
muskets, t'Lking the touch of the elbow Ull fac
ing to the front. ''''ords canllot describe the 
crushing snspenso of tho first live minn tes 'of the 
charge. Newton's lines were so thill thoy looked, 
in Dome places , like skirmish doplo)'n~e nts. 
They opelletl, and the sect.ion of artillery in po
sition opened, but the momentlllll of the d ust
colored phalallxes was hatefully steady. Their 
colors snapped saucily and s treamed on sh'ad
il}'. Suon every II1l1skct in Newton's divisio n 
was blu7.ing; for at the instan t 'Vltlkcr's re bel 

wuke the pnmeval echoes of the forests to thc' divisiop attacked Blake's and Kimball's brigades, 
s iren song of battle. Up the ridge our men 
slowly forced their way, driving at every stop 
a wavering line of rebel sharpshooters, turning 
at bay deterrnine(lly one moment. but changing 
their minds the next, and stealthily glitling 
fnl'lher to the rear. In hlllf an hour 0\11' sk.il·
misbers had forced them from the ridge entirely, 
w ith small loss to t.liemseh'es. ''''ith the rllling 
passion of the campaign, as soon as KlTnball's 
a llli make's brigades occupied the ridge just 
carried, the mon fell to building a barricade of 
rails ancl earth. A fresh .line of skirmishers was 
adj llsl.ed alld ordQred forward to r elieve the pant
ing heroes who bad jnst taken a military fee-
simple of the crest. 

This advance gave Newton still more territory 
to Glover, which it was simply impossible for him I 

Cate's rehel division appeared on the flaltk and 
confronted Bradley's brigade, aimiug for the 
bridge on Pel'1ch-t.ree creek. They seemed to 
spring from t.he ground, and to continue spring
ing. 

r.'I. stream of non-combat'Lnts commencee! flow
in;; acrOBS the bridge. Pack-mules, imprndently 
taken close to our lin t'S by fortuit.ous c1 arkics, 
came scamperi ng back, t.he latter turncd tawllY
brown with fri ght and rocking with pempiration. 
Ambulances tumbled over the bridge ill demor
alized culumns. A few arllletl s traggl ers s talked 
sheepishly a.long, the cOllsciousness that every
body who mct thom would fathom tb.eir mean
ness imprinted on their faces anel in their 
movemellts. The curtain of pickets g uard ing 
th3 interval i,1 our lines came rushing along, 
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berbubed with mud and bedraggled with water, triumph, and his horse laboring for breath. Up 
havincr barely eseaped the rebel rush with their and down his di vis ion he had ridden during the 
liberty' Orderlies dashed up the road yelling fight, jus t as Phil. Sheridl].n llsed to ride when 
for ammunition-trains, and tp,amsters c1imb(;d be lOarshalled th e same b'Lttulions. Whatever 
trees for lookou ts and reported that the Johnnie8 of regret there Ulay be in that d ivision for th e 
were charging by the acre ; that our troops were loss of the little l:orporal, now at th e head of our 
in confnsiou; and tinally summed np the first cavaliers, and whatever of coldness a new com
aspect of the situati on, announcing it as con- wander experiences after replacing a univ('rsu.l 
founded scaly. ' favorite, both were dissipa ted that day by Gen-

There are some thi ngs happen in battles which oral Newton . Such courage as he displayed is 
go to show that Provid ence does not always I, cU1'le blanche to the affections of his command. 
favor the largest battalions. Napoleon's own He may have won it by other means. He 
mili tary career disproved his fa"ori te maxi::n. bOl~gh t it that day in good, sterling, martiaicoin , 
It falls to the If)t of some men to do the lucky For once stragglers were pu t to some use, and 
things at the lucky moment; and when Captain dis tingUished themselves, Geneml N<1 wton 
Goodspeed, Newton's chief of artillery, twen ty caused all he could find to be placed with his 
minutes before thc charge, ordered tell guns from batteries as a snp port. As such, they contr ibuted 
t.he nor th to the south bank of Peach-tree creck, materially t.o break the rebel line when it dashed 
be probably little thought that he was to con- nearest the guns. 
t.ribu te so milch toward crushing th e rebellion- It was in Newton's front that General StcvellS, 
to the repulse of what mallY think the most commanding a brigade ill Walker's division, 
reckless charge th e enemy has made during the Hardee's corps, fell. Por every casu, Ity in 
WaL It was the work of a moment to hurl the Newton's divisi9n, two del,d reuels were l'icked 
ten g UllS, already Il ear the destillation, to the up ill his front the next l11ol'lling ; and it is safe 
proper point on -"' ewton's flank, the work of to say that the loss ill the two rebel di visions 
anotber to unlimber. As the ellemy reached a that assallIted his posi tion canllot be less than 
point wi thin seventy-five yards of our lines one thousand fi ve hundred. Among his pJ'l60n
the6e ten guns Op<1l1, What exquisite music ers is a rebel surgeon, who unsllspectin ly drove 
was in their crash I How JOYOllS was the whirl in to General Kim ball's lines with an ambulance 
of tlw blue glamour from their throats, How and a brace of splendid mules, He as,- 'd the 
ficrcoly flew swab and rammer. How cease- first Yankee he encollntered where he was cap
lessly the lanyarrls were j erked, How hotly the tured, and conld hardly credit hit! sentles when 
cartridge-bearers sllot back and forth from their he found the brogan 011 the other foot. 
caissons, and how, notwithstanding, the looker- It is superfluous to Bay tha t General Kimball 
on felt like goading them to efforts still more gave fresh instances of his heroism; tha.t Uol
desperate, There was so mething satisfying and onel !3radley was cool, illfl (;lxible and intrepid, or 
ro,lssuring in the ear-splittillg din. • We could tlmt Colonel Blake added another leaf to his 
tell from the peculiar whistle that our gunners laurels as a gallant man and a competent leader, 
were tiring ca.nister, and we breathlessly waited 1'lleir brigades did not yield an inch; no higher 
for the smoke to lift for a momen t, that we might eulogy can be pronounced than that. 
see its effect, The moment came, \Vith a rag- GClleral Tbomas witnessed the heav ' fi;;hting 
ged front line the rebel column had halted, aud lmller Newton. He warmly commel1lled Captain 
were firing wild, but tremendous v olleys. Col- Goodspeed for the celerity with which he 
ors disappeared and alignments were lost. brought his guns into antion, Th ough eneral 
Colonels rallying their men became tangled up Thomas' face is one in which benevolence and 
with the swaying and disord ered lines, and majesty cOl1tend, those who were wi th him dw'
melted out of view like Edgar of Ravenswood, ing the bloody twenty minutes Oil thttt p ortIOn 
Riderless horses plunged across the field with a of the line-under a heavy fire, be it lIml rsloQ 
puzzled gallop, swaying from side to s ide, snllf- - say that the majcsty was a little in scess 
ling the terror of the moment and screaming while it lasted, 
wi th fright. Four guns of Smith 's First Mich- \Vard, in command of Gem'ral BuIterfield 's 
igan battery went into action hastily on New- division; had left his trenches, and was ad varlciug 
ton's right Bank, and added theirs to the inter- to close upon Newton's right. He had reached 
mingling detonati ons, Portions of the assaulting the base of a hill along which his columl1 was 
lines made shivering little efforts to ndvance, resting. when he received a !l1essage from his 
and the next instant fell to pieces. In twenty skirmish line deployed along the summit of the 
minutes-no more-the rebel columns were ridge, that the enemy wns approaching in tre
routed and flying baole to the forests from which mendous force. Prom the crest of the hill the 
they came forth, with an almost complete loss of country in front is open, though broken, and in 
organization. It was the last seen of them in all the panoply of Wa.r, streaming banners, and 
that portion of the field, and lhe stirring cheers even, sw iftrsteppiug ranks, came the enemy, 
that went up from Nnwton's men were the pouring into th e fields, filling them densely as 
charmed peroration of the history made by the he advanced, It was but the work of a moment 
unfalteriuglads in blue upon that field, for General Ward to form his line, The next 

" Wasn't it dusty?" exclaimed General New- his skirmishers, commanded by Lieutenant-Col
ton, as he came riding back, his fac e aglow with I onel Bloodgood, of the Twenty-second Wiscon
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sin, were hotly engaged, but they stood their Ireached along the front of but four of our di

g;·ound. No sooner were his brigades in line, 
tban the blunt and warlike old veteran gave the 
word "Forward." 

In superb order his division mounted the 
hill, and over tho crest it swept, taking the skir
mishers along. Portions of the hostile lines 
halted at close quarters and fought for a while, 
and on the right, so great was the momentum of 
the coullter-charge, several regiments became 
commingled, the rebels in such cases exhibiting 
tbe greatest disorder, and submitting tD capture 
without debate. The rebels opposing W ard, 
prominellt among whom was General Feather-
ston's division, were totally unprepared for the 
fearful shock which came upon them at the crest 
of the hill, and to a great extent they were nn
nerved by it. Our line poured in deadly volleys, 
and steadily pushed the enemy, now in confu
sion, across the field . The attack on vVard was 
virtually over in fifteen minutes, though he had 
not so lUuch as a piece of artillery to settle the 
matt,er with a sharp turn. 'rhe rebels came on 
in double lines originally, but the moment Ward 
struck them they showed signs of confusion, 
and both lines became intermingled. Seven 
battle-flags were wrested from the severely-
whipped foe, and are held by Ward as his tan
gible trophies, He too, had done the lucky 
thing at the lucky lUoment; in addition to which 
his personal bravery during the fight was the 
theme of enthusias tic comment among his meH. 

In front of this division the slaughter of the 
rebels was very great. In rirling over the 
ground next morning, I was astonished to see 
the long winrows of their dead collected for 
burial. Man}' of their severely wounded-of 
whom one hundred and fifty-four fell into Ward's 
hands-were still scattered over the field, 
though the ambulances were all enga~ed in 
carryillg them to our hospital~. General Ward's 
own estimate of the rebel loss in his front is 
from two thousand to two thousand live hun
dred. He captured over three hundred prison
ers. His victory was the most pronounced of 
any along the line, and his lOBS, though severe, 
is probably much less than it would have been 
had he not met the euemy half way. 

At noon on the twentieth, Geary advanced his 
tete de pont, and with tbe assistance of a section 
of McGill's battery, succeeded in taking a ridge 
in his front, to which he advanced his riivision, 
formed with Oolonel Candy's brigade on the left, 
ClIlonel Jones' on the right, and Colonel Ireland's 
in the centre, and proceeded at once to erect 
barricades. The Thirty-third New J ersey went 
forward and occupied aoother hill, some one,hun
dred yards fnrther south, where they began to 
erect works. They had just fairly got to work 
when the fierce shout of the enemy and the con
fused sound of their myriad tramp struck the 
startled ear. More than half of Geary's line was in 
a dense forcst filled with underbrush; the reo 
mainder faced an open field. Across the latter, 
it was a brave but terrifying sight. VVhen we 
remember that the entire rebel attacking column 

visions, it can eagily be conceived how massive 
and deep their formations were. In the forest" 
the thickets fairly wilted and dis:1ppearcd under 
their feet, so closely were they packed, and so 
irresistible their progress. 'l'hey came on with
out skirmiHhers, and as if by instin ct, st.ruck 
Geary's right flank, where a gap existed, that 
Williams' ,division was endeavoring to close. 
The fOllr regiments forming the right brigade 
wcre enveloped on their flank alld rear in a 
moment, and cruelly enfiladed. Subjected to 
half a dozen cross-fires, the brigade fell back 
hastily to the trenches it had left in the morning. 
To remain would have beell annihilation. 

Portions of Colonel Ireland's brigade were 
also torn to pieces by the withcring cross-fires, 
and feU back after repeated gallant e ffort~ to 
re-form their line ·to return the fire on flank and 
rear. The moment was a desperate one. The 
enemy were almost withis grasp of Lieutenant 
Bundy'S battery on the right, but he wheeled 
olle !lection from front to right, and by double
shotting the gUlls with canister, succeeded in 
repelling the greedy vermin in dirty gray. His 
gunners, however, we!'e shot down one after 
another, until a detail of infantry men from tho 
Sixtieth New York was called for to work them. 
A sergeant in this battery fell pierced with 
seven balls. A corporal received nine, seven 
of which passed through his heart. 

So bitter was this enfilading fire to which 
Geary's position was exposed, that the caissons 

I of the guns that had been taken to the rear for 
safety were driven back to the front to escape 
a more deadly fire than was sllstained at the 
ordinary p,oint of danger. But the rern.ainder 
of Geary's brigade stood firm as a rock. Tile 
enemy in vain charged and recharged from 
front and right flank. Until nightfall the nn
equal contest was waged, but Geary held his 
hill inflexibl'y. The enemy sullenly left his 
front during the evening, firing spitefully as he 
retired. 

The regiments that had fallen back wel'l} re
formed alld sent into action again 011 General 

Williams' left, aiding materially in checking the 


I rebel column that was pouring through the un
toward interval and flood ing Geary's rear. 

I have seen most of the bat tic-fields in the 
South-west, but nowhere have I seen traces of 
more deadly work t.hall is visible in the dense 
woods in which Geary's right was form ed . 
Thickets were literally cmdled by bullets, alld 
on the large trees, for twenty feei on the trullk, 
hardly a squa.re inch of bark remained. Many 
werc torn and splintered with shell and round
shot, the enemy in their attack on Geary and 
·Williams using artillery, which they did not 
bring into action on other portions of' the line. 
Knapp's Pennsylvania battery was engaged 
from beginning to end on Geary's left Bank, alld 
contributed vastly to his success in holding to 
his position, as it were, with his teeth. CaptaIn 
Elliott, of Geary's staff, was instantly killRd 
during the adion. The General's staff has sur. 
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fered heavily dm'ing the campaign, having lost 
fi ve of its members since the movement against 
Vallas. 

The Thirty-third New Jersey, which was ad
,'anced to fortify a hill on the skirmish line, lost 
more than half jts number on the first Ollset, 
General Geary was on the hill with it when 
attacked, and had barely time to reach his main 
column. 

ATTACK ON GENERAL WII.J.IAMS. 

The rebel attack rolled along the left until 
Genel'l11 vVilliams' fine division was fully en
gaged. It ~lad, adv~need .to close up on Geary, 
Gell eral KIllpe s bngade 1Il the centrc Geneml 
[l.uger's on the right, ami Colonel R;lbinson's 
all the left. It fought from fOllr o'clock tilllouO' 
aftcr dark, in a dense forest, without yielding ~ 
foot. It was a fair stand up fiO'ht, in which 
"ViUiams' division lost more he~vily than any 
other in the engagement. 1'Vllen they first arl
vallced against Colonel Robinson's brigade, the 
r<:bels held up their hands as if to surrender 
upon which, seeing our lads hesitate, they in: 
stant.ly poured a volley into them. These 
wret<:hed and cowardly tactics were practised 
Oll other portions of the lille. 

The brigade of Colonel Ansel McCook on 
Palmer's left, was at one time beavily enp'a~ed 
tbe One Hundred and Fourth and Tenth 'Vis: 
cons in losing about fifty men each. The re
In:linder o~ Palmer's corps was not engaged, 
and S~l rapId and conclusive was tbe fightiug 
tJlat It was not needed to assist Hooker or 
New ton. . 

It is estimated that every man in Hooker's 
corps expended over a hundred rounds of am
mnj)iti~n: At t}le beginning of the fight the 
alllmmlltlOn trams were Oil the north bank 
of Lhe creek, but they were rushed over 
before the troops had generally emptied their 
boxes. 

The enemy retired a mile or more durin .... the 
night, falling back to his works around .A thmta. 
Hood's inaugural was not very felicitouR, The 
battle of P(>ach·tree creek must rank with the 
most brilliant Anccesses of the war. The failure 
of Ule rebels ~o destroy our right wiug was 
oWlllg to the mdominable pluck of the men. 
'I'h.e)' couldn't afford to be whipped, and such 
bClIIg ~hc easc, General Hond was unhappy in 
BnppnSlllg that he could worst ten thousand of 
our lads with his whole army, even after (to 
borrow a phrase from the Confederate classics) 
H getting them just where he wantecl them." ' 

AN OF'FICER'S AOCOU~T. 

Fol'R ....<0 A QUARTER Mu.ES NORTH OF ATI.AliTA, } 
GEORGIA, July 21. 

On yesterday occurred one of the most san
guimtryand brilliant conflicts which have be
fallen this army upon th e soil of Georgia. I 
8?aU en?eavor to w.rite an account of that por
twn of lL engaged III by the First division of 

the Twentieth corps, and I trust. the same may 
not be unacceptable to your readers. 

On the nineteenth inst<~nt the army of t.he 
Cumberland arrived in position south of the 
Chat.tahoochee, and north of Atlanta. The 
Fourteenth corps occupied the right wing, the 
Fourth the left, and the Twentieth the centre. 
The line extended along the north bank of 
Peach-tree creek, and in a direction perpendicu
lar to the line of rebel works bordering the 
CI1<\ttahoochee. The position thus adopted com
pelled the enemy to chanO'e his front and assume 
a lIew line of defence. 0 In the mean time the 
armies of the 'fennessee and the Ohio were cx
pectc~ to shortly sever the Georgia railroad 
near Stone Mountain, and to march toward At
lanta in a direction threatRnin,; the right flank 
and rear of the rebel army. 

On the twcntieth instant a general ad,'ance in 
the direction of Atlanta 'was begun. By ten 
o'clock A. M. the Twentieth corps had a.rri,·ed in 
position on the heights skirting Peaeh··tree 
creek on its south bank. The First division 
joined the Fourteenth corps on the right, the 
Second division held the centre, and the Third 
joined Newt.on's division of the Fourth corps 
on the extreme left.. A heavy picket was 
thrown out, ancl was considered a sufficient pre
caution aga!nst any hostile demonstration of 
the enemy, since nothing was thol1ght of but 
an aclvance against his position. The troops 
were permitted to rest quietly in the shade, 
and were not troubled with building the usual 
breastworks deemed necessary at each <:hange 
of the line of battle. Temporary barricades of 
rails were thought a sufficient strengthening of 
the line for all necessary purposes. 

Thus the day wore away until two o'clock 
p. M. Comparatively little firilli? harl followed 
the movements of the troops-Just enough to 
reveal the presence and position of the enemy. 
The developments rtnxioul>ly hoped-for in the 
movements of McPherson and Schofield seemed 
to be awaited as the signal for active demon
strations by the Army of the Cumberland. But 
the enemy, appreciating the desperate condition 
to which .he was being rapidly brought, .be
thougb~ hImself to make one bold, dashmg, 
determmed effort to thwart our designs. Ac
cordingly, early in the afternoon a fierce, rapid 
fire broke out along QIIf picket lines, which 
9.uickly grew into a volleying roll of musket.ry 
m front of l\Tard's and Geary's divisions. The 
storm soon extended along the line towa.rcl the 
right where Williams' division lay grouped 
along the crest of a rather high and clensely
w:o?d.ed hill. Between Williams' and Geary's 
dIVISIons lay a deep hollow down which 
masked by 'the timber, the e~emy was no'; 
advancing in heavy masses. General Williams, 
with that sudden inspiration which chamder
izes true military genius, saw at a glance the 
arrangement of his troops which, according to 
the nature of the ground and the unexpected 
exigencies of the moment, was best adapted 
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to meet this unlooked·for demonstration of the would thus so nobly do [Lnd darc for thc cause 
enemy. He hurried his brigades into position of country, God, and trnth. 
on the double-quick, and though they moved The enemy, finding it impossible to break the 
with tLlI possible celerity, was unabltJ to get line or drive it from the hill, suddenly with
them in their proper places ere they received a drew a short distance into the woods; bnt the 
telTilk fire from the encmy. Robinson's bri- fight did not end here. Ever and anon the 
gade hastened along the crest of thc hill, then rebels would surge forward again to the charge, 
facing by the left flank, marched down thr. slope as if goadcd by some spirit of madness or fired 
to receive tile swarming masses of the over- by a dcsperate resolution which would not 
confident and defiant foe. The fire of the listen to failure. The sanguil,ary reckleRsness 
enemy was so murderous, and his atlvancc so of Chickamauga was repeated, bu t with different 
impetuous, that it seemcd for a tIme as if Rob- results. Every effort of the cncmy was foiled, 
insou's line must surely yield. It was an awful every attack repulRcd. Evening came on apace, 
moment. The combatants were minglcd with '.\11d the battle subsided into the irregular [i.rlng 
each other, and fighting hand to hand. The of the pickets. The last beams of t.he deelin
safety of the corp!;, and indeed thc entire army ing snn, though they gleamed upon a sad 
seemed to depend upon the conrage and deter- and revolting spccbcle, yet seemed to set 
mination of those· dcvoted men. Should they the bloody field aglow with thc almost un
give way, the enemy would get possession of earthly light of complete triumph and glorious 
the hill, command the rear, break the centre, vi ctory. 
capture hundreds of pr.isoners, all our artillery, 'rhus terminated the fifth battle in which the 
aud drive the remmnt of our troops hack to First division has participated during this cam
the creek, and perhaps to the Chattahoochee. paign. In each previous instance. as in this 
But not aile in ch wonltl those intrepid vcterans last, the enemy has been thoroughly beaton, and 
yield. Though their ranks were fearfully thin- in no case has he gained the slightest advantage 
ned, and the tangled forest became strewn with of Genera.! vVilliams' veterans. '1'wice at Resaua, 
bleeding forms as with antumn leaves, yet they once at DuJlas, once at Kcnesaw, and finally, 
determinedly maintained their position, and once, at leas t, in the great struggle before At. 
compelled the enemy to withdraw, leaving his Ia.nta, the enemy has been compelled to eat the 
dea(1 aud wouuded mingled with the brave bitter fruit of defeat an(l disaster by this splen
heroes who had fought and fal len beneath the did division. Yet-comparatively little has bcen 
starry folds of the flag of the Union. said of its exploits in the public prints, and the 

While Robinson's brigade was thus contend- credit of much that it has done has been un
ing against fearful odds, Knipe's (First) brigade fairly awarded to other commauds. Its intrepid 
ha(1 formed a lille of battle stretching along the ancl skilful leader, who has the most unlimited 
crest of the hill, in continuation of Robinson's confidenue of his eutirc command, scems to have 
line, and formiug connection with the Four- been also ovcrlooked, both by the public and 
teenth corps. Knipe had no sooner got into the Government, and those cheap rewards, so 
position than the enemy poured down upon him jnstly due to long ,wd faithful services, seem to 
in an onslaught no less fierce aud desperate hu \'e been withheld from him to· be besto,wed 
than that matle against Robinson. The awful upon others who were less of soldiers and more 
picture of the battle as it ra~ed at this monent of politicians. It is well that the Republic can 
no pencil can paint, no pen describe. The noon- yet boast of men to whom the voice of du ty 
day air became dark and heavy with the pow- s;:>eaks more potently than the insinuations ill 
der-sllloke, whkh hung like a gloomy canopy public ingratitude and personal injustice. His
over the pale, bloody corpses of tile slain. tory will forever honor thc men who have done 
Wounded men were borne to the rear by scores, the real work of this war, while she will utterly 
th e blood streaming from their lacerated flesh, ignore the politicul scramblers who by wire
and presenting a sight which al any other time working hav e I)htained lofty promotion, and on 
would sicken the heart with horror. Each very small capital have managed to obtain a sort 
instant some patriot heart, some noble form, the of fire-fly reputation. 
treasure and the light of some distant honse- In the repulse of yesterday. the enemy re- .. 
hold, fell prone upon the earth aud added a new ceived a damaging blow, from which he cannot 
m:lrtyr to freedom, a new victim to the cause- fnlly recovcr. It is almost to be hoped, that he 
less crime of southern traitors. 'rhe rattliug will continue to spend his strength in such 
roll of the musketry sounded like the continu- crazy attempts to destroy this army. 13y no 
ous war of a cataract, and was joined by the other means can he more surely bring himself 
thunderous chime of the deep-t.hroated cannon, to that just retr ibution which is the proper 
whieh spouted unceasing volumes of flames reward of his crime against his country and the 
and iron into the faces of the foe. But amid all civilization of the age. Let the rebel Ip.gions 
this carnage and confusion, \ViIliams' vetcran continue to precipitate themselves against the 
heroes wavered not, and the red star (the badge iron lines that press them toward the Gnlf. It 
of the First division, Twentieth corps) of the may ultimately give relief to their insane hate, 
First division never gleamed more valiantly and bring them, by the dreadful argument of 
than it did in the hour of that dreadful coufiict. blood, to the conviction that they are wrong 
Too much cannot be said in praise of mcn who I and we are right. 


